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Week’s paid 


paternity 
leave for 


all fathers 


By Alexandra Frean, social affairs correspondent 


WORKING fathers are to gel one 
week’s paid paternity leave, funded by 
the state, as part of labour plans to put 
family life at the centre of government 
policy. 

Under the proposals, backed by 
Harriet Harman, the SodaJ Security 
Secretary, fathers would receive a 
statutory minimum paternity payment 
probably on a par with statutory 
maternity pay of E57.20. Employers, 
who are expected to be reimbursed by 
the state for around 90 per cent of this 
cost, could then opt to top up this 
payment. 

“We want to send a message to 
women that men should be by their side 
w hen they give birth." a minister said. ' 

The proposed measure would 
complemenent and build up efforts by 
Tony Blair and Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, to bolster family life while 
helping parents to combine childeare 
th wont. 


wi 


Within the European Union, only the 
three Scandinavian states provide a 
right to paid paternity leave of two 
weeks or more. Belgium and France 
offer fathers three days’ paid paternity 
leave, fn Spain fathers get two days’ 
paid leave on the birth of a child, but die 
mother may chose to transfer up to four 
weeks of her paid maternity leave to the 
father. 

Ms Hannan and Social Security 
sources declined to comment on the 
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paternity plans yesterday. But The 
Times has learnt that die proposals 
would be introduced in addition to 
plans already in die pipeline to guaran¬ 
tee three months’ unpaid parental leave 
for all working parents, both mothers 
and fathers. Unpaid parental leave will 
. be introduced in December 1999 when 
Britain adopts the European Commis¬ 
sion's Social Chapter. 

In addition to giving employees the 
right to three months’ unpaid leave on 
die birth or adoption of a child, the 
directive will also guarantee protection 
from dismissal for taking parental leave 
or applying to take it and will ensure 
that workers can return to the same job. 
or its equivalent, at the end of the 
absence. 

Joanna Wade, legal officer with the 
campaigning childcare group Materni¬ 
ty Alliance, welcomed the proposals. 

“Paid paternity leave would represent 
a major step forward. This is not just a 
touchy-feely issue. It is about equality. 
Women will never be equal in the 
workplace until both parents are able to 
be involved in childcare." she said. - 

Dr Sebastian Kraemer, a consultant 
child and adolescent psychiatrist at the 
Tavistock dinic in London, said it was 
essential for a child's well-being that 
fathers were able to take an active role 
in caring for diem from the beginning of 
their lives. 

“There is no reason, apart from 
custom, for fathers to be a stranger in 
the nursery. Fathers are often made to 
feel second-class citizens when babies 
are bom. but they should be more 
involved." he said. 

Research issued by the Department of 
Trade and Industry shows that only 31 
per cent of workplaces allow their male 
employees paid paternity leave. Fewer 
than a quarter of companies offer some 
form of unpaid parental leave. 

Britain-still lags far behind many 
other European countries in child- 
oriented employment policies. Women 
are entitled to six weeks' maternity leave 
on 90 per cent of their salary and 12 
weeks on £57.70 in Britain. This 
compares with 14 weeks on 100 per cent 
of salary in Germany, 16 weeks cm 84 
per cent in France, 16 weeks on 75 per 
cent in Spain. 20 weeks on SO per cent in 
Italy and 28 weeks on 90 per cent in 
Denmark. 



I flakes two, page 2 


A matching quilted baby carrier became die latest fashion accessory at Isaac Mizrahi's 1998 autumn 
show in New York. The model Giselle borrowed her 18 -month-old co-star from a friend of the designer 
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RAC chief quits over plan 
to float rescue services 


By Jason Nissfe 
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STRIFE echoed through the 
marble halls of The Royal 
Automobile Club in Pal) 
Mall yesterday after Jeffrey 
Rose, the RACs chairman, 
was dismissed for writing to 
members proposing that fliey 
float off its roadside rescue 
businesses and reap a wind¬ 
fall of £20.000 each. 

Mr Rose, who has headed 
the organisation for 17 yea 
was forced to resign after the 
board of the RAC reacted 
angrily to his call for an 
extraordinary meeting to ap¬ 
prove his plans to “demutual¬ 
ise" the motor side and float 
it on the stock market 

About 12,000 full members 
of the RAG who pay between 
£454 and £623 a year to use 
the pafl Mall dub and its two 
golf courses in Surrey, would 
pick up £20.000 each from 
Sny float The 5.7 rnffl-m 
motorists, who W 
(ion a year for the RAC's 
roadside services, would not 
receive a peony. . 

The scheme would not nave 
changed the way the actual 
ctabC, Pall Man operates. 


where members can swim, 
play squash and stay over for 
a mere £50 a night 

Mr Rose's letters — de¬ 
layed because of die central 
London postal strike — 
dropped on members' door¬ 
mats yesterday morning. 

A board meeting of the 
RAC was hastily arranged in 
the afternoon at which the 
board fold Mr Rose that 
writing to members, without 
consulting die board befwfr 
hand, nude Ids position 
untenable. 

‘•The letter was written 
without the knowledge or 
agreement of the committee 
of The Royal Automobile 
Club or the board of RAC 
Motoring Services," said the 
RAC Mr Rose had been doe 
to retire next month anyway. 
Brian McGivern, the vice- 
chairman, has stepped into 
die breach temporarily. 

However the RAC did not 
dismiss Mr Rose’s plans out¬ 
right, saying the issues raised 
were complex and regularly 
debated by the board. The 
RAC took legal advice last 


year about who would own 
flic receipts of any float of the 
motoring side. Counsel's op¬ 
tion was that the dub mem¬ 
bers not the motorists would 
get die cash. Even if a float 
goes ahead, there is no op¬ 
portunity for carpetbagging 
— new members have to be 
proposed by two ousting 
members and there is a 
waiting list of at least six 
months. 

The demutualisation issue 
has been debated within the 
RAC at least twice in the last 
12 months — once when it 
sold its insurance ride for £58 
million and then when it 
bought BSM, the motoring 
school, for £54 million. 

Members are derided on 
the issue. Sir Robin Day, the 
television presenter, said he 
bad thrown his copy of the 
letter in the bin. However 
Adrian Lithgow, a manag- 
ment consultant said he 
looked forward to his wind¬ 
fall and was putting the 
champagne on Ice. 


New watchdog to 
control councils 


By Alexandra Frean 


Commentary, page 29 


CORRUPT councillors and 
town hall officials are to be 
rooted out by independent 
watchdogs appointed by 
Whitehall in a Government 
drive to dean up councils. 

The new regulatory bodies, 
to be based in each region, will 
have the power to investigate 
council members and officers 
suspected of misconduct and 
to censure, suspend or, ulti¬ 
mately. ban them from office. 

The proposals, to. be un¬ 
veiled next week by Hilary 
Armstrong, the Local Govern¬ 
ment Minister, have been 
produced in response to Lord 
Nolan's report on standards in 
local government published 
last year. They follow a string 
of disclosures about Labour 
councillors in its northern 
strongholds of Glasgow, Hull, 
and Doncaster. 

A stringent national code of 
conduct for local government 
will also be introduced along 
with a “whistleblowers’ char¬ 
ter" for employees to report 
suspected malpractice without 
fear of recrimination. 

The bodies will form the 


centrepiece of a Government 
initiative, led personally by the 
Prime Minister who is 
anxious to restore public confi¬ 
dence in town hails. . 

Last month Mr Blair said 
that the Government would be 
taking powers' to tackle 
underperforming, ailing and 
inefficient councils by sending 
in hit squads of local govern¬ 
ment experts, accountants and 
businessmen to take over their 
management. 

The proposals, contained in 
a consultation paper, will stop 
short of abolishing sur¬ 
charges, which Lord Nolan 
described as “unsatisfactory, 
inflexible and inconsistent”. 
Those guilty of misconduct 
will still be ordered to pay 
restitution, sometimes mil¬ 
lions of pounds, to the councils 
they represent or work for. 

Each of the 450 authorities 
in England, Scotland and 
Wales will be able to add its 
own rules to the national code 
of conduct. The three registers 
of members’ interests will be 
replaced with a single, com¬ 
pulsory register. 


Peers out 
as rural 
alliance 
seeks new 
image 


By Philip Delves 
Broughton 


THE Countryside Alliance, 
the umbrella group that 
organised last month’s suc¬ 
cessful protest rally in 
London, was in turmoil last 
night after dropping big land- 
owners from its board. 

Out go die Duke of West¬ 
minster. Earl Peel and the 
Earl of Stockton. Their re¬ 
placements include business¬ 
men and journalists with a 
remit to shake the countryside 
free of its tweeds and Barbour 
imageThe alliance will hold a 
special general meeting at the 
Royal Geographical Society in 
London on Tuesday to ap¬ 
prove the changes. The new 
leadership is conoemed that 
the fox-hunting lobby is pre¬ 
paring to sabotage the meet¬ 
ing. The hunters fear that they 
are being sacrificed 
in favour of more “politi¬ 
cally acceptable” countryside 
issues. 

The restructuring of the 
alliance will see the board cut 
from 24 to ten. Other 
members who will lose their 
place include Lord Steel of 
Aikwood and Eric Bettelheim. 
the American lawyer who was 
a driving force behind the 
rally. 

Seven new names will be 
put forward on Tuesday, in¬ 
cluding Charles Wilson, a 
former Editor of The Times 
and a former executive at The 
Mirror Group, and Caroline 
TSsdall. a former journalist ai 
The Guardian. 

Mr Bettelheim said: “Natu¬ 
rally there is a anxiety about 
change, but the new organis¬ 
ation will be more reflective of 
general political opinion.” 


Death of 
racing 
favourite 
blights 


Aintree 


By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 


THE horse One Man, the 
most popular steeplechaser 
in training, died after a foil at 
Aintree yesterday, on the eve 
of the Martel Grand 
NationaL 

The greys death stunned 
racegoers and prompted 
fears that animal rights pro¬ 
testers would compound sec¬ 
urity problems facing 500 
police by demonstrating at 
the racecourse today. 

One Man's flamboyant 
style of jumping made him a 
favourite among National 
Hunt fans and there was a 
gasp from the record 30,000 
crowd when be barely took 
off at the ninth on the 
Mfldmay course. He hit flie 
fence and broke his right 
hind tibia. He was put down. 

The level of anti-terrorist 
security at Aintree was under¬ 
lined yesterday when a brief¬ 
case found by police was 
Mown up. It belonged to a 
jockeys valet 

A third of Britain's adult 
population is set to bet £65 
million on this year's race as 
Rough Quest attempts to 
become die first horse since 
Red Rum to win more titan 
one Grand NationaL 
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Prodi lifts the lid on 
Blair’s Italian calls 

By Philip Webster, political editor 


THE Italian prime minister, 
Romano Prodi. blew the lid off 
his supposedly top secret talks 
with Tony Blair yesterday. 
The two men regularly call 
each other to discuss... cats, 
dogs and the weather. 

But what about Rupert 
Murdoch and his television 
deal? 

A conversation two weeks 
ago in which Mr Blair was 
reported to have raised Mr 
Murdoch's bid to buy a net¬ 
work owned by Silvio 
Berlusconi caused a stir, with 
Mr Blair embarrassed by 
allegations that he was too 
dose to the chairman and 
chief executive of The News 
Corporation, parent company 
of The Times. The Italian 
press even claimed that Mr 
Blair had "secretly" contacted 
Signor Prodi to discuss it 

While he was happy to 
reveal details about cats and 
dogs Signor Prodi was circum¬ 
spect about more substantive 


matters. “I think if you don't 
take conversations as received 
in secret, you can’t do politics, 
you can’t make actions for 
your country. Why should I 
tell you what 1 talked about 
with Tony? What next, the 
next telephone call we 
shouldn’t talk freely?" 

While he appeared to con¬ 
firm, though, that the bid had 
been mentioned in the now 
celebrated chat, he refused to 
disdose whether Mr Blair had 
lobbied for Mr Murdoch. 

Signor Prodi told BBC 
Breakfast News: “We dis¬ 
cussed at least six or seven 
issues ... when you have a 
long confidence, like Tony and 
me, we discuss everything, 
cats, dogs, weather, politics.’' 
He fully backed Mr Blair's 
insistence that Signor Prodi 
had called him. 

"I called him and we had 
many, many issues to discuss. 
But I shall not tell you what we 
talked about." 


Blair plans peace concert date 
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By Philip Webster 
and Martin Fletcher 

TONY BLAIR showed his 
cautious optimism over the 
prospects of a peace deal in 
Northern Ireland yesterday by 
disclosing that he intends to 
attend an open-air concert by 
Sir Elton John in Belfast five 
days after the planned referen¬ 
dum on the province's future. 

His spokesman called the 
event, to be staged on May 27 
in the grounds of Stormont 
Castle, venue of the all-party 
talks, a “peace concert". 

After their third meeting of 
the day in London last night 
both Mr Blair and Bertie 
Ahem, his Irish counterpart, 
reported progress on some of 
the remainign difficulties. An 
official said there had been a 
“dear nudge forward" al¬ 
though negotiations will con¬ 
tinue over the weekend. 

A joint statement from both 
governments said: "Further 
progress has been made and 
they remain of a view that 


Hewitt’s 
fiancee 
held over 
letters 

By Carol Midgley 

JAMES HEWITTS former 
fianc&e was arrested yesterday 
over the alleged theft of inti¬ 
mate letters written to him by 
Diana. Princess of Wales. 

Anna Ferretti, 39. was 
detained at Waterloo station. 
London, by plainclothes police 
officers after claims by The 
Mirror that she tried to sell 62 
letters to the newspaper for 
£150.000. She is believed to 
have been ready to travel to 
France at the time of arrest 
Mr Hewitt has made a 
formal complaint to police 
about the alleged theft and 
friends say that he is almost 
certain to demand the return 
of his property. The Mirror. 
which did not publish the 
letters, has handed them to the 
late Princess's staff at Ken¬ 
sington Palace. 

In yesterday’s edition of The 
Mirror. Ms.. Ferretti.. was 
quoted as saying that she was 
relieved the letters had been 
sent to the palace. *1 now see 
how stupid I have been, but I 
am also very relieved they are 
back with their rightful own¬ 
ers. They are beautiful letters 
written by a caring woman 
who was deeply in love," she 
says in the newspaper. 

The Princess is said to have 
asked Mr Hewitt to bum her 
letters, written on blue airmail 
paper and posted to army 
bases where he was serving 
with the Life Guards. They are 
believed to have been taken 
from a safe at Mr Hewitt's 
home in Devon while he was 
in Spain. 

The Royal family may now 
face a court battle over the 
ownership of the letters. The 
Princess's family has been 
warned that Mr Hewitt has a 
legal right to their return, even 
though the Princess’s estate 
retains the copyright A Ken¬ 
sington Palace spokesman 
said that he could make no 
comment on Ms Ferretti’s 

arrest. 

The letters are now in safe¬ 
keeping at the palace, pending 
possible legal action and. if 
charges are brought could 
become exhibits in a criminal 
court case. 

□ A company that conducts 
walking tours of London has 
created two that take in places 
associated with the Princess, 
including Dodi Fayed’s May- 
fair home. 


with realsitic negotiation an 
agreement can be made." 

M r Blair and M r Ahem had 
a conference call with George 
Mitchell, the Belfast talks 
chairman, so that they could 
brief him directly on the state 
of play before he issued his 
first draft of a peace settlement 
to the party leaders last night 

Mo Mowlam, the Northern 
Ireland secretary, insisted that 


a settlement was possible by 
next Thursday’s deadline. She 
said she believed the negotia¬ 
tions would go "right to the 
edge". 

“There are areas of differ¬ 
ences but areas 1 think can 
settled within the next six 
days,” she said. “We are still 
negotiating the detail: every¬ 
body is now engaging in the 
real crunch issues. Most 


people are working through 
the weekend." Mr Blair's 
spokesman said the problems 
were not so much between the 
governments as other parties 
involved in the talks: “We and 
the Irish are trying to son out 
the differences” 

Sir Elton's concert will be 
the first staged in the grounds 
of Stormont and follows an 
initiatiive by Dr Mowlam who 


wants them accessible to the 
public. Officials hope it will 
begin to erode Stormont’s 
image as the bastion of Protes¬ 
tant rale and open up the 
parliament building with its 
surrounding parkland. Near¬ 
ly 15,000 people are expected 
to pay £25 a head. Sir Elton’s 
fee, and all profits, will be 
used to build educational facil¬ 
ities in the grounds. Dr 


BLOODY SUNDAY INQUIRY OPENS IN LONDONDERRY 


By Martin Fletcher 
and Michael Evans 

THE new Bloody Sunday inquiry 
yesterday threatened to rock the Estab¬ 
lishment by asking the Government for 
every classified document relating to the 
shootings on January 30, 1972, and 
making them public. 

The inquiry is to request all relevant 
documents from Downing Street the 
Cabinet the Ministry of Defence, the old 
Stormont government and other agen¬ 
cies. Even papers covered by the 75-year 
confidentiality rule will be published 


unless the Government can make a “very 
compelling” case that publication is 
against the public interest 

“Anything material we want to see and 
will make public.” Lord SaviUe of 
Newdigate, the chairman, announced as 
he formally opened the inquiry at 
Londonderry’s Guildhall yesterday. 

The documents should finally reveal 
whether the soldiers simply ran amok or 
were acting on the orders of their 
commanders or politicans implementing 
a new “get tough" policy. They should 
reveal why the notoriously tough I Para 
was deployed from Belfast to Londonder¬ 


ry and whether army commanders were 
aware of police intelligence that the IRA 
bad withdrawn from the Bogside before 
themardL 

Lieutenant Cokmel Derek WUford. the 
paratroopers' commander that day. has 
insisted he was acting on “orders from 
the top”, and Lord Savdie did not rale out 
summoning Sir Edward Heath, the 
Prime Minister at the time, to testify. 
Lord Saville left open the key question of 
whether the paratroopers would be 
offered immunity from prosecution if 
they testified, but said no one would have 
to incriminate themselves. 


Mowlam said:“I am delighted 
Elton is coming to Stormont It 
is going to be a spectacular 
event which thousands of fans 
will enjoy." _ 

Meanwhile a potential sec¬ 
tarian dash was averted yes¬ 
terday when the independent 
Parades Commission banned 
a loyalist Apprentice Boys 
march down Belfast’s predom¬ 
inantly nationalist Lower 
Ormeau Road cm Easter Mon¬ 
day where violence erupted 
during the same parade two 
years ago. This was the first 
disputed parade of the year, 
and the first ruling by the 
Commission using criteria 
broader than simply public 
order. 

□ A 41-year-okl man ap¬ 
peared in court in Dublin 
yesterday in connection with 
the massive car bomb found at 
the ferry port of Dun 
Laoghaire. Larry Keane, from 
County Kildare, was charged 
with unlawful possession of 
explosives and remanded in 
custody. 



Calm prevails outside die RAC Club in Pall Mall yesterday despite a furore over a 
suggestion that the roadside rescue business be floated on the market Report page 1 

Bringing up baby takes two 


By Dominic Kennedy 

WHEN Barry Clout learnt 
that he was to become the 
father of twins, he was grate¬ 
ful that his employer. Boots, 
offered paternity leave. Men 
working for the company are 
entitled to a week off with full 
pay. before or after the birth. 

His girlfriend. Elizabeth Ar¬ 
den, 41, was in hospital for the 
babies' first ten days so he 
wailed until sbe was ready to 
leave. Mr Clout began his first 
day of paternity leave driving 
Ms Arden, Joshua and 
Eleanor home to Nottingham. 

The babies' grandparents 
live in Stockport and die West 
Country, and there are no 
aunts or uncles near to help. 
He spent the first week learn¬ 
ing how to cope with the twins 
and becoming used to getting 


PATERNITY 

LEAVE 


no sleep. “It takes two people 
to make a baby- It really takes 
two to bring them up. How¬ 
ever much preparation you 
have done, you are still not 
ready when they finally ar¬ 
rive," said Mr Clout, 31, a 
personnel manager at head 
office, whose twins are seven 
weeks old. 

“We take it in turns to look 
after them. Liz likes to have a 
wander round the shops to get 
out of the house. I sit there and 
get fraught when they both 
start screaming. During the 
night die babies wake up and 
cry together. We both get up 
together, take a baby each and 
can feed and change them in 
45 minutes. It takes Liz an 


Could you help us set up 
a new airfield? 

(It should only take half an hour.) 

Pick a location. 

Add a Harrier ground support team and a mobile communications unit 
and in 30 minutes it's become an airfield. 


hour and a half to do them on 
her own.” 

At NatWest Bank, men get a 
week’s paid paternity leave 
and can claim 29 weeks off 
unpaid if their manager 
agrees. David Sparrow, 34. 
head of retail banking net¬ 
work operations, based in the 
City of London, was glad of 
the entitlement when his wife 
Nicola. 29, had a Caesarean. 
“She couldn't do anything for 
herself," he said. “Somebody 
had to be at home to make 
sure she wasn't lifting any¬ 
thing or driving or shopping. 
It would have meant that one 
of our family would have had 
to have a holiday because our 
parents work full time. We live 
200 miles away from them. 

“The initial few weeks are 
very important Jake is nine 
months old now. and he is 
equally happy with either of 
us. Right from the beginning 1 
was able to bond, to get on 
with him and get to know him. 
When children shout and 
scream they usually go to one 
parent but he doesnx he goes 
to either.” Mr Sparrow be¬ 
lieves that companies also 
benefit “It’s not just a case of 
saying, ’Oh Christ he is miss¬ 
ing for a week.’ There is a 
payback for employers 
because it helps people to have 
a more balanced life" 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Blair cheers Kohl 
with cellar discovery 

The Government's well-stocked wine cellars saved Tony 
Blair’s blushes last night after a challenge from Helmut 
KohJL While celebrating the German Chancellors 68ih 
birthday at Downing Street on Thursday, the Prime 
Minister was put on the spot over a present 
Herr Kohl bet him that he could not find a bottle of rare 
Quinta do Naval port made in the year of his birth. 1930. Mr 
Blair could not so be handed the task to the Foreign Office. 
A frantic search of London cellars failed to bear fruit But in 
the Government’s Whitehall cellars, officials found two 
cases, not of the 1930, but of the 1931 vintage. 

Honours just about even, Mr Blair presented Herr Kohl 
with the bottle yesterday. It was worth 2s Id when it was 
bought in 1939 but today would fetch just over £1.000. 
according to experts. Connoisseurs said that 1931 and 1963 
were the best years for port this century. 

Escape boy wins hearing 

A 13-year-old boy who spent a week living rough in London 
after jumping out of a taxi on its way to Heathrow to put him 
on a flight back to his American lather has won the legal 
right to have his feelings in (he matter heard. He was 
determined to stay with his mother and sister in Britain, the 
Court of Appeal heard. Under the Hague Convention, he 
may escape being sent back to America. 

Legal complaints rise 

Complaints against solicitors have risen by almost one third 
in the past five months, according to new figures to be 
published soon by the Law Society. Its forthcoming annual 
report will show complaints averaging more than 3,000 a 
month between September 1997 and February 1998. an 
annual rise of some 30 per cent over the same period in 1996. 
The rise is reported in this week’s Law Society Gazette. 

Drugs charge star bailed 

John Afford, a former star of the ITV series London’s 
Burning, denied supplying cocaine and cannabis when he 
appeared at Bow Street Magistrates court yesterday. Alford, 
of Hadley Wood, North London, was charged with 
supplying drugs at the Savoy Hotel in London on August i3 
last year. He was given unconditional bail and ordered to 
return to court on May 15. 

Family’s 70mph escape 

A mother and her four 

children escaped with minor P 7 ' 

injuries from a crash in ■ :£ 

which a six-year-old girl was ^ * 

catapulted through the win- Eyg & y 

dow of the car, which rolled 

over four times after a tyre 

blew at 70mph on the M3. 

Amanda Wemyss. aged 28, 

from Portsmouth, Harap- ; ~ 

shire, learned from a wit- 

ness five minutes later that ra 

her daughter had been 
thrown onto grass. The 
other children were unhurt 


r:. ' -V 


News chiefs new role 

Douglas Flynn has been appointed managing director of 
News International pic, publisher of The Times and its sister 
papers, it was announced yesterday. Mr Flynn, formerly 
managing director of the company’s newspaper division, 
will retain day-to-day responsibility for the newspapers but 
will also take on a broader role m the company becoming 
involved in other businesses. 

Sex case inspector freed 

A policeman accused of raping a 10-year-old girl in a health 
rentre spa bath was yesterday found not guilty at Norwich 
Crown Court Stephen Elliott-Hunter. 43. of Norwich, was 
also cleared of having sex with a girl under 16 and five 
charges of indecent assault Mr Elliott-Hunter, now an 
inspector with Norfolk Police, was accused of offences 
against a girl and her sister between 1977 and 1986. 


Hackers fined over pom 


Somt-times the nearest airfield is coo tar away. 
To get down quickly and safely somewhere else 
a Harrier pilot relies on the skill and expertise of 
an RAF Engineering Officer. 

In this crucial role you could be responsible 
for some of the most advanced electrical and 
electronic equipment covering everything from 
on-board flight computers to ground based 
radio and radar systems. 

But its not only todays technology you’ll 


be dealing with. You could also work with die 
defence industry’ helping to develop Britain’s 
military equipment of the future. 

Taking on this level of responsibility doesn't 
happen overnight Youll gain extensive training 
in all levels of engineering management, on 
a programme recognised by the Institute of 
Electrical Engineer*. 

So, if you’re interested and want to find 
out more, contact vour nearest Armed Forces 


Careers Office. Alternatively you can phone us 
on 11345 3U0 10*1 or complete the coupon. 

Ickphooc >1345 300 lOfi (cdb durgrd at load nlc, 24 bcunl 
Ccnao: hl^t//arwKnr4uecruj£nnd.d^ or pnt coupon Co 

Group Ciftm l.f. Bratuo BA. FmpM 4335, Brawl BS1 3VX. 


»o m roc*i cmntvmw iwiii™ wo tub huihm nrr 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE ENGIMEER'^ar 5 *" 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

AN ESTATE agency that de¬ 
rided to advertise on the 
Internet found itself peddling 
more than property, a court 
was told yesterday. Two com¬ 
puter students with a grudge 
against the firm substituted 
hardcore pornography for the 
pictures of houses. 

Yesterday the hackers were 
fmed £3,500 after a judge said 
their prank could have done 
serious harm to the estate 
agents’ reputation. House- 
hunters logging on to the 
Internet website to look for a 
new home were confronted 
instead with full-colour im¬ 
ages of bizarre sex acts that the 
hackers had found elsewhere 


on the Internet. Cardiff Crown 
Court was told that Richard 
Air lie and lan Morrison 
hacked into the website set up 
by the estate agency after 
losing out on a potentially 
lucrative computer contract. 

Paul Hartley-Da vies, prose¬ 
cuting, said the computer stu¬ 
dents initially offered to 
improve the web pages of a 
large estate agents firm based 
in Hampshire. Airlie hacked 
into the website of Bridge's 
estate agents in Aldershot and 
Morrison then copied the por¬ 
nographic pictures and substi¬ 
tuted them for the pictures of 
luxury homes. 

Airlie. 20. hacked in to the 

website from ^ h^g ^ 

Bearsden. Glasgow. Morri¬ 


son. 20. operated 
home in Ashvale, Si 
had been computir 
at Caledonian Uni\ 
Dunn, of Bears 
gow, and Morri 
pleaded guilty to ( 
under the Misuse t 
ers Act Morrison 
fined £1.250 and , 
pay £550 in costs ar 
sation. He was 
hours community s 
Dunn was fined 
placed on commur 
for 100 hours. Airii 
two charges. Airlie 
£1,250 and ordered 
£350 compensation 
tate agents and £20 

was also ordered 
hours community s 
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BRITISH women spend twice as 
much on underwear — about 
£1 billion — as they did ten years 
ago and are catching up with their 
continental counterparts. 

Underwear has not just come 
out of the closet but is prancing 
down the catwalk. Next week, the 
most flamboyant of the under¬ 
wear queens, die American de¬ 
signer Betsey Johnson, opens her 
Bret shop in Britain. Her New 
York “Starter show featured 
models such as Naomi Campbell 
in corsets. gold-4am6, lacy pei¬ 
gnoirs and more tulle than you 


would find at the Royal Ballet 
Not to mention the rhinestone 
knickers. 

Earlier in the season. Stella 
McCartney, chief designer at die 
French fashion house Chloe, once 
again made the theme of under¬ 
wear as outerwear oentral to her 
show. The fashion pages and 
night dubs of London are now 
swimming with women in Mc¬ 
Cartney mode: floaty negligees 
worn under cashmere cardigans: 



Betsey Johnson carries roses down the catwalk, with a model in a lingerie gown, at her show in New York this week: and a Johnson tulle dress. Johnson’s first shop in Britain opens in West London next week 

Why British women linger over lingerie 


Underwear is not only out of the closet but flouncing down the catwalk. Philip Delves Broughton reports 


glimpses of lace showing around 
deavages. Where Madonna’s con¬ 
ical-bra look was about sexual 
aggression, the underwear now 
hurtling out of shops is flirtatious 
and suggestive. 

When Miss Johnson's store 
opens in the fashionable 
Brampton Cross intersection in 
West London, she will find she 
has some tough competition. 
Even Marks & Spencer, once a 
byword for modesty and comfort. 


now offers rackloads of gauzy, 
lacy anyth in g-but-sensible 
underwear. 

London has long been at the 
forefront of exotic underwear. In 
the 1970s Vivienne Westwood 
used the fiesbpots of Soho as 
inspiration for her rubber and 
bondage outfits. Now her son. Joe 
Carre, 30. has found success with 
his Agent Provocateur shops, 
where be sells fancy bras, knick¬ 
ers, corsets — and fluffy bedroom 


slippers. “We get everyone in here 
from schoolgirls to old ladies." 
says Corre. “Women come here 
for something that is very sexual, 
good fun and high quality." 

At Rigby and Peller, bra-makers 
to the Queen, the Spice Girls and 
Joan Collins among others, the 
made-to-measure bras cost up to 
£400. Last year, they opened a 
second shop in London and have 
seen their turnover double. “Our 
average sale is around £100 with 


women buying two or three bras," 
says Jill Kenton, the manager of 
Rigby and Peller."British women 
are now prepared to spend money 
on a good, well-fitting bra." 

Where ten years ago. the aver¬ 
age bra-size sold at Rigby ami 
Peller was a 34B. it is now 
34DD/E, a product of better 
lifestyles and nutrition — as well 
as women actually bothering to 
ask sales assistants to measure 
them for their correct bra size. 


Aliza Reger, who runs the 
lingerie business founded by ber 
mother Janet says: “Underwear 
buying has been at fever pitch in 
the last two years. There is under¬ 
wear as outerwear everywhere.” 
Reger’s soft-focus, romantic lines 
are very much back in fashion. 
She adds: “Men seem to prefer a 
subtle sexuality these days." 

She is unsurprised that women 
are prepared to spend more than 
ever on underwear “Underwear 
is very important to women: they 
are emotional pieces of clothing 
which make a girl fed good." 


Mother who abducted 


fold she faces prison 


ByLin Jenkins 

A WOMAN who snatched a 
new-born baby from a hospi¬ 
tal after faking a pregnancy 
was told by a judge yesterday 
that she could go to jail. 

Denise Giddings, 33, a 
mother of three, admitted 
abducting Karii Hawthorne 
within hours of her birth from 
Basildon General Hospital. 
Essex, on December 5 last 
year. Judge Philip Klegg ad¬ 
journed the case at Basildon 
Crown Court for pre-sentence 
reports. 

Granting Giddings bail to 
an address that he ruled could 
not be disclosed, he told her. 
“The court is in no way 
implying that this court will 
impose a n on-custodial sen¬ 
tence. All options are open." 

Giddings, of Laindon. Es¬ 
sex, spoke only to confirm her 
name and plead guilty. Her 
estranged husband. Les, 43. 
who looks after their three 
boys aged 7.10 and 1Z sat in 
the public gallery. 

Karii was snatched four 
hours alter her birth as her 
mother. Tanya Godfrey, lay in 
a recovery room. It emerged 
later that Giddings had visited 
at least one other hospital on 
the morning of the abduciton. 
Police found a ticket for the car 
park of a Southend hospital in 
the front of her Range Rover. 

A woman on the ward ar 
Basildon saw Giddings hover- 



Giddings: stuffed 
cushions in clothes 

mg near Miss Godfrey’s bed 
before taking the infant from 
her cot and leaving. The 
woman called the midwife 
and although hospital staff 
gave chase. Giddings had left 
the hospital and got into her 
Range Rover. 

She drove one-handed to 
Orsert Hospital five miles 
away, cradling the baby in her 
other aim. Once she had 
changed her clothes and aban¬ 
doned a blonde wig and 
spectacles she had worn as a 
disguise, she telephoned her 
family, told them she had had 
her baby and asked them to 
take her home. 

A neighbour. Fiona _ Har¬ 
rington. became suspicious 


after Giddings had left for 
hospital in the morning — 
apparently heavily pregnant 
because of cushions stuffed 
into her clothing — and re¬ 
turned a few hours later with a 
baby. She contacted police 
after the abduction received 
widespread publicity and 
Karii was soon reunited with 
her mother. 

Those who know Giddings 
well say they are astonished 
by the bizarre behaviour of a 
woman whose life revolved 
around her sons. She had no 
financial worries and was a 
sociable woman who often 
chatted with the other mothers 
in her road about their child¬ 
ren and socialised with moth¬ 
ers at her boys’ schools. 

One friend, who did not 
wish to be named, said 
Giddings was haunted by 
what had happened and won¬ 
dered if she would ever be able 
to have a normal life. “She is 
filled with remorse. I think she 
wonders how she will ever be 
able to be a normal mum 
again.” 

The baby is now four 
months old and is being 
christened next week at a 
church near the family home 
in Basildon. Her parents, Tan¬ 
ya Godfrey. 30. and Kari 
Hawthorne, 40, have asked 
WPC Sally Dunne. 33. who 
comforted them as they await¬ 
ed news following the abduc¬ 
tion. to be her godmother. 


Colonel 
‘accused 
captain over 
ship sex’ 

By Stephen Farrell 

A SENIOR Army officer ac¬ 
cused the captain of HMS 
Illustrious of turning a Mind 
eye to officers having sex 
aboard the aircraft carrier, a 
court martial in Aldershot 
heard yesterday. 

Li eutenant-Colonel Keith 
Pople, 42, allegedly sent an 
anonymous letter to the ship 
in February last year, naming 
his ex-mistress, lieutenant- 
commander Karen Pearce, 
34. and her new lover Lieuten¬ 
ant Nigel McTear. The prose¬ 
cution claims the letter was 
part of Colonel POple’s alleged 
attempt to ruin his lovers 
career. 

Lieutenant McTear and 
Commander Pearce both 
deny sleeping together in her 
cabin aboard Illustrious but 
admit having sex in a hire car 
in Malta in February 1996. 

Colonel Pople. who was 
suspended from his post as 
Commanding Officer 4 Regi¬ 
ment Army Air Corps after the 
investigation began, is also 
accused of making an anony¬ 
mous telephone call to the 
Defence Vetting Agency in 
Portsmouth complaining 
about the immorality of his 
former lover’s affair with Lieu¬ 
tenant McTear. 

He denies conduct to the 
prejudice of good order and 
miitaxy discipline and scan¬ 
dalous conduct unbecoming 
the character of an officer. 

The case continues. 



Top Gun leaves RAF to have baby 


By Michael Evans 

ie RAF confirmed yesterday that the 
st woman to become a Tornado GRI 
mber pilot is leaving to have a baby, 
the Ministry of Defence announced 
new £73 milli on advertising cam- 
ign for more female and ethnic 
notify recruits. 

Flight Lieutenant Jo Salter. 29, who 
aimed three years ago as a fast jet 
ot, win be entitled to 14 weeks 
itemity leave and another 34 weeks 
unpaid leave before returning to_her 
). It costs about £3 million to tram a 
nbat pilot. , _ 

Jnder previous policy — later over- 
ned by the European courts — srx 
uld have been sacked for becoming 
ignanL The MoD had to pay out 
ire than £50 million in compensation 

n ii iw fnP 
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ight Lieutenant Salter has hsdjwo 
ig tours as a Tornado pilot 
iemouth in Grampian, wim o 

idron, and then at Valley 


Salter first female Tornado pilot 

Gwynedd as an instructor. She current¬ 
ly hag a desk job: if she returns to the 
RAF after maternity leave she will 
initially go back to a non-flying 

aP Y«terfay L J«>hn Reid, the Armed 
Forces Minister, announced that the 


latest recruiting figures for the Army 
showed that 3^200 women had been 
recruited in the last 12 months, which 
was 14 percent of the new intake. 

The new advertising campaign for 
the Army is being run by Saatchi and 
Saatchi and features a series of tele¬ 
vision, cinema, radio and billboard 
commercials. The campaign is aimed at 
promoting the Army as an equal 
opportunities employer and is inten d ed 
to encourage more women and also 
young people from ethnic minorities to 
join the Service. 

□ The Royal Navy aircraft carrier 
HMS Illustrious is to be withdrawn 
from the Gulf task force maintaining 
the threat of military action against 
President Saddam Hussein, it was 
announced yesterday. George Robert¬ 
son. the Defence Secretary, said the 
movenext month would enable the ship 
to return to Britain for a long-planned 
refit starting in July. He also acknowl¬ 
edged that the carrier’s Harrier GR7 
jump-jets were having difficulty operat¬ 
ing in the extreme heat of the summer. 



yotrre a Jack Darififs drinker we’d ike to hear from you. How about droppi^ us a ine at the Jack Dsiiei DistHery, Lynchburg, Tamessee 37352 USA. 

A SPRING THAT NEVER RUNS OUT, according to folks 
at Jack Daniel Distillery, is a pretty dam good spring. 

Mr. Jack Daniel built our distillery in the Hollow back 
in 1866 because this is where he found our limestone 
cave spring. It flows from deep underground, and it’s 
free of iron. This water (and our time-honored 
charcoal mellowing process) account largely for 
the rareness of Jack Daniel’s Tennessee Whiskey. 

After a sip, we believe, you’ll understand why 
we regard both so highl y. 


JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 





Whiskey ’:.V 






















BRITAIN'S BIGGEST IN WASHING MACHINES, REFRIGERATION & COOKING 



LOWEST 

EVER 

PRICES 


ON A HUGE RANGE OF ZANUSSI 
WASHING MACHINES, WASHER 
DRYERS AND DISHWASHERS 
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WASHING MACHINES 

SAVE ,80 


ZANUSSI 

1200 Spin 'Jet System' 
Washing Machine 

■ 30 programme 
combinations. 

■ Variable spin. 

■ Saves water, energy 
plus detergent. 

Model FJ1296. 

In-store Price £529.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


WASHER AND TUMBLE DRYERS 

SAVE^lOO 
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DISHWASHERS 
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ZANUSSI 

1000 Spin Washing Machine 

Model FL 1 QS 5 . VteDWftH: Was £ 37939 . 

6 MONTHS BHfcKfcbl FRS OPTION* 




EVER PRICE 
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LOWEST EVER PRICE 




ZANUSSI 

4 energy saving 
programmer • HJPV 
Model TD534. Killf /I Mlli 

Was £28959. miMBWa 

6 MONTHS qnBVESr FREE OPTTOM* 


ZANUSSI nibCDnrifnTDryw' 

■ Needs no venting. ^HaimnS 

■ Reverse tumble ■’TV *IAA 

aaion. KFlIlfZXta 

Model TWO. lEttSeSEBSI 

Was 02959. S KWH HIBBT REE amar 
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FRIDGE FREEZERS 
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ZANUSSI 

8.1 cu.ft Fridge Freezer 

■ Drinks dispenser. 

■ Auto-defrost in fridge. 
Model ZFK61/27. 

Was £379.99. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 
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CURRYS PRICE 
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CURRYS PRICE 



239 . 


Mm 


SAVE 
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ZANUSSI EJniiL ‘Sdi by Stde* Unde* 

cnoito Fridge Ftaur MHf uaWTSFWg 
Auto-defrost in fridge. ■Py'V 14A 
Model ZFT4SOTS. ffHIffllHim 
Was M5999 PtmJ 
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ZANUSSI 4.7 taJL Fridge 

■ Cookhedi IW aSffspBg 

temperature guide. JHA 

■ 2-star ke box. RTJIflrl/Hin 

Model ZFT9W7R. MJ 

Wat £199.99. 


ZANUSSI 4 J gift. Larder Fridge 

■ Adjustable MALM Umwh mkxi 

thermostat. WM ^JA 

■ Auto-defrost. mtlf/lMod 

Model 2FTS0LR. iUl™ *y.r7l 

was £239.99. 


ZAN U SS1 T.8 cuA UMe Top Frtezar 

■ Fast freeze facility. 

■ Ice scraper. 

Model ZVFI7. 

W0S £24939. 


ZANUSSI aJaLft Upright Framer 

■ Storage guide. 

■ Fast freeze fadmy. 

Model ZVF45A. 
was £269.99. 




ZANUSSI 5J cm*. Larder 

■ Drinks dispenser. 

■ Automatic defrost 
Model ZFT57RU. 

Price Excluding 


ZANUSSI 3 3 atfi Upight Freezer 

■ 5“ rt SS.P ,J l? <L MIIIM tunrs eipce 

■ Reversible door. VM AMA 
Model ZVF47RM. VflltcJ Men 
was £29959. 

6 MONTHS BREtEST FREE OPTION* 


ZANUSSI 9Jcu.fr. Chest Freezer 

■ Lockable lid. Mf'IM— t-ittt 

■ Adfusnble VT< epwt 

Blllfiviim 

Model ZCF97. ■!■■ i | 

WOs £369.99. S MONTHS MTCRBT HIS 0RMW* 


ZANUSSI 10 eu.fr. LanfarFridoa 
■ Automatic defrost MBM cuSwiBS 

S5SS3SL BiW i 1 

Was £379.99. ^ 

6 MONTHS IHTOteST RE( OPTIOII* 
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LOWBTPRICEJ 


Find a lower price for the same product and offer, 
complete, new, boxed and in stock in a local shop 
within 7 days of purchase and we'll match it. 

WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 



Currys 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

^ssssassss:— 

Currysore I«r«d credit broken. Ask irnHoTforiST 


I ▲EXAMPLE 0? INTEREST 
1 Fast OF;M 
S:liCI:D FRCDUCT5 


Accoum b interest free B repaid ii fnB before 
{or uritfa] Elh, 8*, 10th or 12th maotfalj repayment 
to the period stated wilh the prodna See ow How it Wort 
io-sto« for defak. Esanple bised on Casfa Price irf £49199. 


21 % dqiosit of £ 9999.0 monthly payouts 
of flia Baton of £ 237.64 before 
{arw^thel2*ino»ahfypepayioenL 
Total amonnt payable £ 499199 . WISEST DIG. 


£3 


0f£US.D»Jfl 
payable D4141 


of£ 9999 . ■ fbNb || MO/ Forks*« ms£OT£ 

5 F=MMtSE 


Rx b*»alu« £W00 ^ovetmtouradepcatb»%.Sob^ to state 


pBtatimi avalule on tanst bon Dept ffO/MK, Mqfads Amuc, Hand 
Har|B(BalHebHra7TE.{ApffiQoeoio9belSvo*ec2ibH.MnL) 


WATCH OUT FOR 
OUR VOUCHER 
SPECIALS! 
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Sculptor jailed for body parts theft 


Kathryn Knight on the outcome of 
a trial that recalled the gruesome 
practice of graveyard plundering 


A SCULPTOR made legal 
history yesterday by becoming 
the first person in Britain to be 
convicted of stealing parts of 
the human body. 

Anthony-Noel Kelly. 42. 
was jailed for nine months by 
Judge Geoffrey Rivlin. who 
said his theft of limbs, heads 
and other remains from the 
Royal College of Surgeons was 
a revolting crime that affront¬ 
ed “every reasonable concept 
of decent behaviour". 

Kelly’s accomplice Niet 
Lindsay. 25, who helped to 
smuggle more than 40 body 
parts from the college at night 
in black binbags. was given a 
six-month suspended sentence 
after the judge ruled that he 
had been influenced by Kelly 
against his better judgment 

The pair are the first to be 
convicted of such theft because 
previous body snatchers have 
been charged with the much 
lesser common law offence of 
outraging public decency. 
Their legal teams said they 
will go to the Court of Appeal 
to try to reverse Judge Rivlin’s 
ruling that human bodies, or 



Lindsay: influenced 
against his judgment 

parts of them, can be owned 
under certain circumstances 
and can therefore also be 
regared as stolen. 

During two days of complex 
legal argument, the prosecu¬ 
tion put forward its theory that 
the common law had derived 
from an andeni misunder¬ 
standing. A 1614 ruling, in a 
case of alleged burial shroud 
theft, that a corpse could not 
own property had wrongly 
been taken to mean that a 
corpse itself could not be 
owned. Yesterday the judge 
ruled that a corpse, or parts of 
a corpse, could be owned if 
subjected to some form of skill, 
as in embalming or dissection. 

In a court packed with the 
family of the two men, includ¬ 
ing Kelly's mother and father. 
Lady Mirabel and Bernard 
Kelly, the jury returned guilty 
verdicts after seven hours of 
deliberation. 

The judge said that the pair 
had taken an “extraordinary” 
collection of up to 40 body 


parts, including three heads, 
three torsos, part of a brain, 
six aims, and 10 legs and feet. 

Neither man had treated 
them with respect. “Far from 
Jt- Most Of the body parts were 
buried in the grounds of a 
family home by simply 
putting them in a hole... no 
container was used," he said. 

One leg, nicknamed 
“Hopalong” by Kelly in his 
diary, was stored in the attic 
Other parts were hidden in the 
flat of a woman friend. 

“The offence was revolting 
■ - - a gross breach of trust by 
both of you. The offence was. if 
discovered, almost bound to 
do great harm to the Royal 
College of Surgeons and to the 
acts of bequest of human body 
parts to medical science.” the 
Judge said. 

The jury had been told that 
the pieces were transported by 
taxi, motorcycle and even Un¬ 
derground train to Kelly's 
west London studio, where, by 
a process using rubber 
moulds, glass fibre and plas¬ 
ter, he created bronze and 
silver painted casts. 

Kelly's scheme was uncov¬ 
ered when Her Majesty’s In¬ 
spector of Anatomy saw a 
newspaper photograph of his 
first exhibition of a bronzed 
head and torso at the Islington 
art fair last year and contacted 
potice. 

Yesterday the judge empha¬ 
sised that he was not sentenc¬ 
ing in protest at this form of 
art “I sentence you for a very 
serious theft, for very deliber¬ 
ate, criminal and disgraceful 
conduct" 

He went rat- “It is absolutely 
essential to know if any mem¬ 
ber of the public is contemplat¬ 
ing donating his or her body 
for the purpose of science it 
will go to that purpose and no 
other.” 

Earlier the court had debat¬ 
ed what was to become of the 
casts after Kelly’s barrister, 
Terry Munyuard, made a last- 
minute plea for his client to 
keep them. However, after the 
judge said he was concerned 
that Kelly should not be seen 
to profit from his crime, Mr 
Munyard said that despite the- 
“almost umbilical" link be¬ 
tween his client and the 
moulds, he would be willing to 
hand them over. 

The casts will be given to the 
Ri^al College of Surgeons, 
which can choose how to 
dispose of them. The stolen 
human remains will be 
cremated. 

Later Mark Stephens. Kel¬ 
ly'S solicitor, said in a state¬ 
ment that his client regretted 
causing any upset but aid not 
believe he had done anything 
wrong. “Tie hopes he has not 
made it harder for any other 
artist to do vital work in the 
anatomy department" 

Anthony Julius, page 22 
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A life devoted to tracing 
the contours of death 


Anthony-Noel Kelly: the judge told him bis conduct was “criminal and disgraceful” 


WHEN Anthony-Noel Kelly’s 
grandmother, Lady Kelly, 
died three years ago. he made 
a death mask and a cast of her 
hands within half an hour of 
her passing away. 

It was a gesture that encap¬ 
sulated the fascination with 
depictions of death that has 
governed most of Kelly's life 
and that ultimately led to a 
police raid on his cold 
Clapham flat in April last 
year. 

There detectives found 
bronzed plaster moulds of 
human torsos hanging in 
chains from his bedroom 
ceiling and other rooms 
crammed with moulds of 
human hands, feet and heads, 
and casts of animal remains. 

Yet this extraordinary 
scene emerged against a fam¬ 
ily background rooted in Brit¬ 
ish tradition. Kelly was bom 
into one of Britain's leading 
Roman Catholic families, 
whose motto Sola Virtus 
Invicta (Virtue Alone Is Un¬ 
conquerable) has served them 
for generations. 

The second eldest of seven 
sons to Lady Mirabel Kelly, 
the youngest sister of the 
Duke of Norfolk, and Ber¬ 
nard Kelly, a merchant bank¬ 
er. KeOy enjoyed a happy 
childhood at the family seat 
near Ashford in Kent, a 


By Kathryn Knight 

sprawling mansion known 
locally as Romden Castile. The 
eight Kelly offspring return 
frequently to the house at 
weekends. As a teenager, Kel¬ 
ly would spend hours in his 
turret room which overlooked 
the countryside on three sides, 
making drawings of plants 
and animals that he would 
hang on his bedroom wall. 
Later this room was to tempo¬ 
rarily store black bin-bags of 
human remains brought to 
Kent for burial. 

His art training was of the 
traditional variety at the 
Heatherley School of Fine Art 
in Chelsea. He undertook an 
apprenticeship as a restorer of 
paintings and for several 
years worked with private 
clients, restoring their 
paintings. 

But during his twenties, the 
lure of human anatomy 
proved too powerful. To get 
closer to anatomical pieces, he 
trained as a butcher and spent 
hours in abattoirs and mortu¬ 
aries studying animal and 
human form in death. 

Kelly was introduced to the 
head of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. Richard Heald. 
Impressed by his dedication 
to the human form. Mr Heald 
allowed Kelly to attend his 
operations so that he could 
later make sketches of his 


technique and the reactions of 
the body to surgical 
techniques. 

After asking for a letter of 
introduction to the anatomy 
department, Kelly was 
allowed to sketch the dissect¬ 
ed remains stored in the 
college. Even this was not 
enough, and Kelly's diaries 
record the frustration of a 
man who wanted to handle 
the specimens himself. 

While (hose who have fol¬ 
lowed the trial may claim they 
sense a hint of perversion 
about Kelly, his friends talk of 
his naivety, his passion for his 
work, his warm-hearted and 
gentle nature and his 
generosity. 

Edwina Orr, a director of 
the Richmond Holographic 
Studio, where Kelly anended 
life-drawing classes, said that 
he had a “passionate serious¬ 
ness" about his art and was a 
man of “enormous integrity". 

A friend of Kelly said that 
the sculptor felt that he was 
following a noble tradition. 
“He is inspired by artists like 
Bacon and Stubbs. What he 
wants more than anything is 
to be taken seriously. He does 
not wish to be sinister. 

“He is really quite childlike 
in his beliefs. It is like dealing 
with someone from another 
world." 
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OUT OF 
THE CLOSET 



61 suppose I have 
known for some time. 
The signs were there: 

the inappropriate 
pleasure at being sent 
cut flowers: the fact 
that I’d rather loiter 
outside Russell & 
Bromley than Dixons. 
Tra 44 and I can't 
go on denying my 
true nature...^ 

Find out tomorrow in 
Style why A A Gill 
thinks it is time to 
admit he is gay. 

Well, sort of... 


THE Si NO AY TIMES 
IS 

THE SUNDAY PAPERS 


Child killer to be 
tagged on release 

By Richard Ford and Stewart Ten dler 


SIDNEY COOKE, a convicted 
child killer, has agreed to wear 
an electronic tag and be super¬ 
vised by probation officers 
after his release from jail next 
week. Home Office sources 
said yesterday. 

He could have been released 
unsupervised, but will now 
leave Wandsworth prison on 
Monday in an operation 
worked out by police, proba¬ 
tion officers and the Home 
Office. He will be smuggled 
out of London to a secret 
address to prevent vigilantes 
hounding him from house to 
house. He will have to register 
his address with police within 
14 days so it can be put on the 
Sex Offenders Register. 

According to a source close 
to the case. Cooke agreed to 
the plan after being warned 
that if he did not co-operate 
police might tell local authori¬ 
ties he was living in the area 
because of the risk to children. 
Local newspapers might also 
have been told. 

Cooke. 70, a former fair¬ 
ground worker, is ending a 
sentence for his part in the 


death of Jason Swift, 14, 
during a homosexual parly. 
He has served nine years of a 
16-year sentence for the rape 
and manslaughter of the run¬ 
away teenager. Robert Oliver, 
who was convicted with him. 
is staying in a hostel outside 
London under police guard 
after having to flee six towns. 

Risk assessments of the 
paedophile ring have been 
carried out by the National 
Criminal Intelligence Service, 
the Prison Service and police. 
Cooke is still considered to be 
a predatory paedophile and a 
serious risk to young children. 
He has not attempted to 
understand his behaviour, re¬ 
mains “in denial" about his 
paedophile activities and has 
undergone no treatment. 

As he was sentenced before 
1992, he could be released 
unsupervised by either the 
police or Probation Service. 
The law has since been 
changed to allow extensive 
supervision of dangerous for¬ 
mer prisoners. 

Cooke already knows that 
he will need help because of 


the circumstances surround¬ 
ing Oliver's release last year. 
He was forced to leave six 
towns until he ended up in 
Brighton. Eventually he asked 
for police protection and spent 
four months living in a Sussex 
police station while probation 
staff attempted to find a place 
to give him immediate sanctu¬ 
ary and a long-term home. 

In February he was moved 
to a private dinic in Milton 
Keynes where it is costing 
020 a day for him to be held 
as a voluntary patient under 
24-hour police guard. 

Yesterday Harry Fletcher, 
assistant general secretary of 
the National Association of 
Probation Officers, said there 
was a small number of sex 
offenders who remained 
highly dangerous and there 
were currently no statutory 
powers for any agency to deal 
with them. Mr Fletcher said 
die decision to tag and super¬ 
vise Cooke was unprecedented 
and he was worried about 
enforcing the controls. 

Leading artide. page 23 



Jeremy Irons as Humbert Humbert and Dominique Swain as Lolita. The film has been banned in America 

Lolita actor in anti-paedophile video 


By James Landale 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

THE Foreign Office was last night ruing 
its choice of Jeremy Irons, the actor, to 
narrate a video launching the Asia 
Europe Meeting in London which urged 
world leaders to crack down on 
paedophilia and sex tourism. 

Officials appeared to have forgotten 
that Irons is also the star of Lolita, the 
new film of Vladimir Nabokov’s contro¬ 


versial novel. Irons plays a paedophile 
who seduces his 12 -year-old stepdaugh¬ 
ter. Despite protests, the film was last 
week passed by British censors and will 
be screened next month. It was banned in 
the United States after claims that it 
would encourage child sex abuse. 

Foreign Office officials insisted Irons 
was simply an actor playing a part In 
front of Tony Blair. 24 heads of govern¬ 
ment and the conference delegates, he 
read out a text which called for a global 



response to the sexual exploitation of 
children while the screen showed pit 
cures oF young girls kerb-crawling, mid¬ 
dle-aged men stroking small boys' hair 
and sex scenes on the IntemeL 
Ann Widdecombe. the Tory MP. said: 
“This is typical of this Government They 
are so hyped up about ’Cool Britannia' 
that they looked at the actor's name and 
not his credentials." 

Leading artide. page 23 
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Priest held 
on charges 
of molesting 
children 

By Richard Owen 

A ROMAN Catholic priest in 
southern Italy has been 
arrested on charges of sexu¬ 
ally molesting children over a 
15-year period. . 

Father Giorgio Mazzoccato, 
61, priest in charge at 
Casieilucdo dei Sauri, a vil¬ 
lage of 22500 people near 
Foggia. is charged with acts of 
paedophilia involving a dozen 
children aged between seven 
and 12 between 1981 and 1996. 

He is accused of abusing 
children not only at his home 
but also “in the sacristy, in the 
confessional,. _and_ during 
church picnics and outings." 
He allegedly attracted young 
boys to his home by offering 
Them games of billiards and 
table football. 

r Soffte "of. thfr- offences are 
said to have taken place in 
Father Mazzoccato’s previous 
parish at Arpinova. also near 
Foggia. Polce said the allega¬ 
tions came to light during a 
separate investigation into 
paedophilia in Varese , near 
Lake Como, where Father , 
Mazzoccato comes from and 
where members of his family 
still live. 

Castelluccio dei Sauri is 
already in the headlines fol¬ 
lowing die unexplained mur¬ 
der last month of schoolgirl 
Nadia Roccia. 19. 


Captain is 
jailed for 
sex abuse 
of boys 

THE former captain of the 
world’s last ocean-going pad¬ 
dle steamer was jailed for 
three years yesterday for sexu- . 
ally abusing five teenage boys * 
in his cabm. Captain David 
Neill, 53, was master of the 
Waveriey for 23 years. 

Neill,’ of Darvel, Strath¬ 
clyde. was convicted last 
month at Glasgow Sheriff 
Court of abusing die five boys 
between 1981 and 1987. 

The offences took place 
while the Waveriey was on 
pleasure trips on the Clyde or 
berthed in Glasgow. Sentenc¬ 
ing Neill at Glasgow Sheriff 
Court yesterday. Sheriff Dan¬ 
iel Convery told him: "As 
master of the Waveriey you 
commanded respect amongst 
the many adolescent boys for 
whom the ship was a great 
attraction. With someof these 
boys, you exploited your con¬ 
siderable authority by sexu¬ 
ally interfering with them, and 
you did so in a manner and on 
a scale which was systematic 
and cynical." 

During the four-day trial, 
the victims told how they* had 
felt privileged to have been t 
invited up to the bridge to see 
the controls. Some were 
abused immediately. 

In 1994. the Waver ley’s ex¬ 
chaplain, the Rev ClemRobb. 

57. was jailed for seven years 
for abusing seven boys. 
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Campaigners 

hail green belt 
homes victory 


A RULING by the High Court 
in London, Quashing govern¬ 
ment-endorsed plans for 
houses in the Sussex green 
belt, was yesterday hailed as 
an important victory in the 
battle to save the countryside 
from 4.4 million new* homes. 

Mr Justice Harrison ruled 
that John Prescott, the Secre¬ 
tary for the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions, 
had failed to abide by his 
Government's own guidelines 
when approving new homes 
near Peacehaven. East Sussex. 

The ruling came as Hert¬ 
fordshire Count)’ Council vot¬ 
ed to defer plans for the 
construction of 10.000 houses 
west of Stevenage and to ask 
Mr Prescon to support a new 
plan for 65.000 properties to 
be built in the county by 2011. 

Mr Prescott had backed the 
council’s original housing 
forecasts and strategy. But he 
subsequently announced a 
marked switch in polity in 
February, giving councils 
more freedom to set housing 
quotas rather than numbers 
being imposed by Whitehall. 

Tony Burton, of the Council 
for the Protection of Rural 
England, said yesterday: 
"John Prescott now has a gold¬ 
en opportunity to bring to life 
his commitment to respecting 
local views over building plans 
so as to protea the countryside 
and regenerate the towns”. 

The plans to build the 


Court overturns 
official approval 
for development 
in Sussex, says 

Nick Nuttall 

homes at Peacehaven caused 
widespread local protests 
because they were said to 
threaten the only undeveloped 
piece of land between Wor¬ 
thing and Newhaven. 

Simon Festing, of Friends of 
the Earth, said that the ruling 
was “the first time that the 
Government has faced — and 
lost — a High Court challenge 
to a greenfield housing deri¬ 
sion” Mr Justice Harrison 
said that Mr Prescott had 
erred in law when he gave the 
Valley Road scheme his bless¬ 
ing last November. 

The judge said that the 
Secretary of State and a public 
planning inquiry inspector 
had failed property to consider 
concerns repressed by Lewes 
District Council that the dev¬ 
elopment would “seriously 
prejudice” the local authority’s 
strategy of focusing local dev¬ 
elopment away from the al¬ 
ready over-crowded coastal 
strip. 

An 18.61 hectare {dot at 


Valley Road was earmarked 
for up to 113 bungalows and 
houses after planners identi¬ 
fied “a shortfall” in the 
amount of land needed in the 
Lewes district for housing over 
the next five years. After an 
inquiry last July, the inspector 
reported baric to Mr Prescott 
that the development would 
provide “a modest and wel¬ 
come contribution” to housing 
in the district 

But Mr Justice Harrison 
said that neither the inspector 
nor Mr Prescott had token 
account of the Government’s 
own guidelines that planning 
permissions should not be 
granted where they would 
predetermine or prejudice 
local strategic planning con¬ 
siderations. The developers 
involved. Chaucer Estates Ltd 
and Peacehaven Valley Own¬ 
ers Ltd. will now have to 
consider, along with Mr Pres¬ 
cott. whether to appeal against 
the ruling. 

□ Michael Meacher, the En¬ 
vironment Minister, stopped 
to talk to Friends of the Earth 
supporters last night when he 
arrived at Ashford, Kent, Kent 
for a G8 weekend summit of 
environment ministers which 
is being hosted by Mr Pres¬ 
cott. The group was protesting 
at the lack of action on climate 
change and a failure to create 
jobs. Mr Meacher told them 
that he would be pushing 
forward a tough programme. 


Crewman 
lost as 
freak lull 

ends record 
attempt 

By Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 

AN ATTEMPT to smash one 
of sailing's toughest records 
ended in disaster yesterday 
when the yacht capsized and 
a crewman was lost 
overboard. 

The accident happened 
just 12 hours before the yacht 
FUa was due to finish its 
transatlantic crossing, cut¬ 
ting three days off the record. 

A young Italian sailor was 
lost when the 60ft yacht 
capsized and lost its mast 
about 350 miles southwest of 
Land’s End. A second crew¬ 
man was thrown into the 
stormy sea but managed to 
climb back on board. One 
man was taken to safety by a 
Royal Navy helicopter which 
braved “atrocious” condi¬ 
tions to reach him. 

The three other crew mem¬ 
bers were slowly making for 
France last night At the helm 
was Giovanni Soldini, a re¬ 
nowned racing yachtsman. 

Signor Soktini 29. had set 
a blistering pace after leaving 
New York last week. File 
was expected to reach tbe 
finish line, off Uzaid Point, 
three days faster than the 
existing monohull record of 
1] days 13 hours, set last year 
by die 80ft raring yacht 
Nicorette. The previous 
record had stood since 1905. 

All was going well for 
Signor Soldini uxml the early 
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FUa h idin g towards France yesterday. She was dismasted in force 11 winds 


hours of yesterday when FUa 
was running before force II 
winds, just short of a hurri¬ 
cane. The boat suddenly 
encountered an extreme drop 
in wind strength, cutting her 
speed from 25 to 30 knots to 
to about eight knots. The 


Royal Navy said that the boat 
was swamped by a big wave 
and was then knocked on her 
side before righting herself or 
was turned through 360 
degrees. 

The Royal Navy frigate 
HMS Iron Duke sailed SO 


miles to assist the stricken 
yacht, which has a specially 
designed cambered deck to 
help her to right herself after 
capsize. An air-sea search for 
the missing crewman was 
under way. but hopes of 
finding him had faded. 


Two men 
critical 
after being 
swept 
overboard 

By Paul Wilkinson 


TWO men were critically ill 
last nighi after being swept 
overboard from a racing 
yacht which set out despite 
warnings of treacherous con¬ 
ditions. They were among a 
parly of ten on the 44-ft 
Signature when it was 
knocked over by a freak wave 
as it was almost in port. Three 
men were swept out to sea. 

Coastguards confirmed 
that none had been wearing 
lifejackets. They were carried 
half a mile our before they 
were picked up by the Tyne¬ 
mouth lifeboat. One was 
flown by RAF helicopter to 
hospital in Newcastle upon 
Tyne, where he was described 
as poorly. The other two were 
landed at North Shields and 
taken to North Tyneside Dis¬ 
trict General Hospital. 

The yacht was understood 
to be taking the group, aU 
men aged over 21. to the 
mouth of the Tyne and back 
from St Peter's Basin in 
Newcastle. Peter Kirkman. of 
the Tyne Tees coastguard, 
said: ’They were warned not 
to go out by the harbour 
master at North Shields. 
Some of the waves were 
reaching 25ft at the mouth of 
the Tyne." 

The yacht is to compete in 
the Around the World Alone 
race scheduled to begin from 
Southampton in June. 



Pinger device aims 
to save porpoises 

By Nick Nuttall. environment correspondent 

A DEVICE that bursts into a a net until they detect the 
symphony of sounds when a ch ara c te ristic dick of a por- 
porpoise or dolphin approach- poise or dolphin attracted by 
es fishing nets is to be put into the fish. They then burst into 
into commercial production, action, firing back a range of 
The "super pinger” developed programmed frequencies, 
by British scientists, should Professor Bryan Woodward 

cut dramatically the number of Loughborough’s electronic 
of the creatures that become and electrical engineering de- 
emangled and die in fisher- partment, said yesterday: 
mens nets. “The porpoise may setoff just 

A range of devices have one of them but it then triggers 
been tried in recent years, all the others to go off in a 
including shiny discs that domino effect This gives the 
reflect back the animals' echo- animal the impression it is 
locating clicks and simple facing an impassable barrier. 
Dingers that emir click sounds which is the required effect" 
every few seconds. Research- The devices, which have 
ers at Loughborough Univer- been patented by Lough- 
sity claim the super pinger. borough and licensed for corn- 
developed with funding from merrial manufacture, are to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, have commercial sea trials 
Fisheries and Foods, the EU this summer off the southwest 
and the Department of the coast The trials will be con- 
Environment, is more ducted by the Sea Mammal 
effective. Research Unit at the Univer- 

The devices sit passively on sity of St Andrews. 


Road-rage 
killer’s 
friend is 
sent to jail 

KEITH Collier. 50. a former 
sales manager, was jailed for a 
year at the Old Bailey yester¬ 
day for helping the "road- 
rage” double killer Jason 
Humble m try to cover up the 
death of a. young couple. 

Humble. 33. was jailed for 
12 years at the Old Bailey on 
Thursday for the manslaugh¬ 
ter of Toby Exley, 22, and his 
girlfriend Karen Martin, 20. 
last October. He had rammed 
Mr Exley’s Fiesta with his 
Vauxhall Senator because it 
would not get out of his way at 
Han worth, southwest London. 

After the crash. Humble 
went straight to the bungalow 
he shared with Collier in 
Famborough, Hampshire, 
and told him what had hap¬ 
pened. The car was registered 
in Colliers name. Five days 
later. Collier reported the Sen¬ 
ator stoLen. 

Sir Lawrence Vemey. the 
Recorder of London, told Col¬ 
lier. who admitted perverting 
the course of justice: “You 
were prepared, out of a very 
misguided sense of loyalty to 
Humble, to pervert the course 
of justice." 

Rodney Price, in mitigation, 
said that Collier felt sorry for 
Humble, who had no father 
and whose mother had com¬ 
mitted suicide. "The defendant 
adopted the role of a father 
figure. He helped him over 
learning difficulties and to 
secure an apprenticeship.” 
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MORE WAYS TO SAVE 

WITH BRITISH GAS. 

They say good things come in threes, 
is■ h s I'l Ge.s ogre tv 
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British Gas Services, you could take 
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How an accident of history led 
to Victoria’s ‘holiday snanshots’ 


By Alan Hamilton 

QUEEN VICTORIA was at a 
loose end. Prince Albert was 
confined to bed after crashing 
his four-in-hand into a rail 
wagon on a level crossing, so 
the Queen retired to her sitting 
room, set up her easel and 
painted the view from her 
window. 

Today the watercolour is 
back where it was executed in 
Coburg. Albert's birthplace In 
southern Germany, as part of 
an exhibition of 60 pictures 
from the Royal Collection — 
some by Victoria and some of 
her — acquired by the royal 
couple as mementoes of their 
visits to the dukedom of Saxe 
Coburg-Got ha, which for a 
period gave its name to the 
British royal house. 

The Duke of York flies to 
Coburg today to open the 
exhibition in the old ducal 
palace, and to visit Rosenau 
Castle, birthplace of his great- 
great-great-grand father 
Albert 

Victoria and Albert were 
inveterate tourists and avid 


collectors of souvenirs, often 
commissioning paintings to 
record their visits. 

In an introduction to die 
exhibition catalogue, the Duke 
of Edinburgh writes: “Anyone 
who has grown up in the era of 
photography and videos will 
understand why people at the 


beginning of the 19th century 
were so keen to have a record 
of the sights they had seen on 
their journeys." 

The paintings, never intend¬ 
ed for public display but 
merely Vidoria’s equivalent of 
her holiday snapshot album, 
have been chosen from about 


250 which Victoria and Albert 
collected on their travels in 
Germany. The Queen was a 
thrifty patron; she paid the 
artist William Callow £105 for 
his view of Coburg from the 
south west painted 1863-64, 
and George Thomas £63. plus 
£80 travel expenses, to accom- 





One of the paintings of Coburg conimissntied by Queen Victoria during her visits 


Samsburys to sell 
£6m Modigliani 

By John OTjeaky, education editor - 


A MASTERPIECE of modem 
art bought by Sir Robert and 
Lady Sains bury more than 60 
years ago to celebrate their 
wedding is to be sold to set up 
. Britain's first research centre 
for Japanese art 

Modigliani’s Portrait of 
Baranowski is expected to 
fetch up to £6 million for. the 
centre at the University of East 
Anglia, where it- has been 
hanging in tbe Salisbury 
Centre, when it is auctioned by 
Sotheby's on June30. 

Dame Elizabeth Esteve- 
CoU, the former Vjce-Chancel- 





Modigli 

turned o 


auctioned on June 30 


lor of UEA who acts as adviser 
to the Sainsbmy Centre, said 
the couple had decided to sell 
the painting because of tbeir 
enduring fascination with Jap¬ 
anese art and culture. “It was 
the first painting Sir Robert 
and Lady Sainsbmy bought 
together, in the week they 
were married. You could cafl it 
a wedding present to them¬ 
selves, so their decision to sell 
shows the value they place on 
the new project" 

Tbe portrait, among - the 
most valuable pieces in the 
Sainsbury collection, will be 
exhibited in Zurich, New York 
: and Tokyo, as well as London, 
before the sale. 

The Sainsbury Centre 
opened in 1973 and houses an 
extensive collection ranging 
from tribal art to a number of 
paintin gs by Francis Bacon. 
Portrait of Barancfwsk i, the 
.sfctdy of a Polish anJgp^ was 
vpajm^mEar^OTJ9l8 when 
Modigliani was at the height 
of his brief and "hedonistic 
-working life. 

Neither Sir Robert nor Lady 
Sainsbury has visited Japan. 
Dame Efizabth said Sir Rob¬ 
ert 91. was too frail to attend 
the Tokyo exhibition, but the 
university would be represent¬ 
ed. Vincent Watts, the vice- 
chancellor, expressing his 
gratitude to them, said the 
project was "an enormously 
exciting” extension to the exist¬ 
ing Sainsbury benefaction. 
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The sculptor Bill Woodrow makes the most of his own work. Sitting on History, a new bronze bench gracing the entrance hall of the British library at St Pancras. London 
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Birds and the bees? You’ve lost me there, son 




By David Charter 

EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 

FATHERS must talk more about sex 
and relationships with their sons to 
help to reverse boys' worsening behav¬ 
iour problems and cut teenage preg¬ 
nancies. the Sex Education Forum said 
yesterday. 

The three-fold increase in pupils 
expelled from school in the past three 
years partly reflects teachers' and 
parents' failure to tackle boys' emotion¬ 


al problems, the forum said. A rethink 
of sex education at school and home 
was also needed because England had 
the highest level of underage pregnan¬ 
cies in Europe. GUI Lenderyou, senior 
development officer at the forum, said: 
"Boys told our researchers that they 
would like their fathers to talk to them 
more. There is a real sense of isolation 
and loneliness.” 

The Sex Education Forum comprises 
44 groups, including parent groups, 
religious bodies, childcare and educa¬ 


tional organisations, launching the 
forum’s guide. Let’s Hear it for the 
Bey s, yesterday, researchers said that a 
typical father/son conversation they 
had recorded showed how they collud¬ 
ed to avoid talking about sex. 

Father. "I hope you're not doing 
anything stupid because of this Aids 
thing." 

Son: “IVe heard about that on the 
telly." 

Father. “Good." 

Unlike other Europeans, British 


men and boys were frightened to show 
their ignorance of sexual matters, Mrs 
Lenderyou said. The father could have 
said: “1 have been thinking about the 
issue of Aids and wondered what you 
know about it? Do you think we need to 
know more about it?" 

Parents were much more likely to 
talk to their daughters about sex 
because they feared pregnancy. Boys 
were too often left to get their 
information from friends or pornogra¬ 
phy, she said. 
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Prince to be 
patron of 
Goon fans 

THE Prince of Wales is to be 
patron of the Goon Show Pre¬ 
servation Society for five years, 
it was announced yesterday. 

The Prince is among the 
Goons' biggest fans. Maxine 
Ventham. die society’s secre¬ 
tary, said: “We are over the 
moon. He gets asked about so 
many patronages that we nev¬ 
er thought we had a chance." 
They were particularly de¬ 
lighted because the news came 
just before Spike MHiigan’s 
80th birthday. “Prince Charles 
can do the-characters' voices 
brilliantly, which is quite fun¬ 
ny when you think that he’s 
the heir ro the Throne.” 

The Prince once wrote an 
introduction to a book of Goon 
Show scripts, and in Septem¬ 
ber sent a message to mark the 
25th anniversary of the last 
show. Milligan and Harry 
Secombe attended his wedding. 

The BBC radio shows — 
first broadcast in 1951 with the 
late Peter Sellers and Michael 
Ben tine completing the team 
— were a national institution. 


Impotence 
pill could 
be on offer 
this year 

By Nigel Hawkes. science editor 


THE first piU to treat impo¬ 
tence, which was granted a 
licence in America last week, 
could be available in Britain 
by September. 

Ann Craig, the director of 
the Impotence Association, ex¬ 
pects the demand to be over¬ 
whelming. “Six out of ten men 
with impotence wont even go 
to their GPs." she said. "But 
when they know there is a 
tablet to cure it there will be a 
huge rush. People are desper¬ 
ate — they will do anything." 

Estimates of the number of 
men who suffer impotence are 
unreliable, as so many never 
consult a doctor. But it is 
believed to affect one in ten. 
mostly in older age groups- In 
America, estimates vary be¬ 
tween IS and 30 million men. 

The drug that could help 
them, Viagra, was developed 

by Pfizer and will _ 

sell in America for 
about £4 a pill. 

Taken an hour be¬ 
fore intercourse, it 
improves penile ri¬ 
gidity in the major¬ 
ity of men. 

Contrary to some 
reports, it is not an 
aphrodisiac: it 
does not increase 
the sexual urge, 
butmakes it more possible to 
satisfy it 

Merrill Lynch expects sales 
of Viagra to reach as much as 
$1 billion a year by 2000. 
According to another Wail 
Street analyst, David Saks, the 
figure could be $4.5 billion by 
2004. 

Whether Viagra will be 
prescribed on die NHS re¬ 
mains to be seen. American 
health insurers are already 
wrestling with this question. 
One California insurer has 
agreed to pay half the cost. 
It considered paying the 
full amount while limiting 
the number of prescriptions, 
but nobody could agree how 
much drug-assisted sex was 
reasonable. 

Some American physicians 
fear that the drug may be 
abused- The FDA recom¬ 
mends one dose per day but 
some participants in trials are 
said to have taken it up to 
three times a day. “There is a 
high potential for what we 
would call inappropriate use 
of this pill." Dr Alan Jacobs of 
Health Net, a health insurer, 
told the San Francisco Exam¬ 
iner newspaper. 

The NHS has yet to tackle 
the problem and still has no 
policy over its latest treatment, 
a suppository named Muse, 


C Everyone 
has been 
looking for 
a drug with 
no side 
effects ? 


according to Ms Craig. “Fund- 
holding GPs and health au¬ 
thorities are holding meetings 
to decide what to da but 
nobody has come up with a 
policy yet. A lot of doctors are 
saying to people that they can't 
get Muse, but what they mean 
is that they as fundholders 
aren’t going to pay for h." 

Patients who are receiving it 
pay for it themselves, with a 
private prescription from their 
GPs. She expects at least 
double the demand for Viagra, 
if and when it is licensed, and 
said there were good reasons 
for making it available on 
NHS prescription. Pfizer is 
more cautious about demand, 
pointing out that only aminor- 
ity of impotence sufferers seek 
treatment. On the evidence of 
the reaction to Muse, which 
was introduced in February. 

_Ms Craig expects 

that to change. 
“We have had 
5,000 calls in 
the two months 
since Muse was 
launched." she 
said. “A loi of 
people are very 
happy with it. 
we’ve had great 
feedback.” At 
about E15 per treat¬ 
ment. Muse is not cheap. 
Viagra seems likely to be both 
more affordable and more 
acceptable. 

Myron Murdock, the nat¬ 
ional medical director for the 
Impotence Institute of Ameri¬ 
ca, said: “This is what every¬ 
body has been looking for. an 
oral pill with basically no 
side-effects that is effective 
in a significant number of 
patients." 

A study by Clive Gingell 
and colleagues, of Southmead 
Hospital in Bristol, found that 
ten out of 12 patients who were 
given sildenafil — the chemi¬ 
cal name for Viagra — benefit- 
ted This compared with only 
two out of 12 given dummy 
pills. Side- effects included 
headache and dyspepsia but 
were “mild and transient", the 
team reported. 

“Viagra really is a very 
significant drug." Mr GingeU 
has said. “On our trials h has 
worked far better than we 
could ever have hoped for. It is 
a frontline treatment for impo¬ 
tence — what men will want to 
try first of all." 

Pfizer submitted Viagra for 
clearance to the European 
Medicines Evaluation Agency- 
on September 29 last year. A 
decision is expected later this 
year, probably in the autumn. 
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Looters force 
Guatemalans to 
move priceless 
art treasures 
from Mayan 
religious sites 


From Tunku Varadarajan 
IN CEIBAL, GUATEMALA 

IN AN attempt to safeguard 
its dwindling pool of Mayan 
artefacts from looters and art 
thieves whose plunder has 
denuded nearly 90 per cent of 
the country's archaeological 
sites, the Government of Gua¬ 
temala plans to “evacuate" 
hundreds of ancient stelae, or 
stone tablets, and replace 
them with modem replicas. 

The project will focus main¬ 
ly on Peten, the vast sparsely 
populated province bordered 
by Mexico and Belize, and the 
part of modem Guatemala 
where the Mayans had their 
heartland. Work is to begin 
shortly in Ceibal, a ruined dty 
built in about 800. now hidden 
in the folds of a dense jungle 
off the Pasidn River, near die 
town of Sayaxchi 

"Our task is monumental," 
said Augusto Vela Mena, the 
Culture Minister- “We are a 
very poor country and simply 
cannot afford to post guards 
round the dock at ail the sites 
we have.” He said there are 
about Z200 Mayan sites in 
Peten and fewer than one in 
twenty is guarded. 

As a result looters have 
been able to rob these sites at 
will. Although their export 
from Guatemala is illegal, 
thousands of artefacts—rang¬ 
ing from pieces of pottery to 
large stone statues — are 
smuggled out every year, find¬ 
ing their way into the hands of 
collectors in Europe. 

“Slowly, unstoppably, our 
history is being token from 
us." Sefior Vela lamented. 
“These looters are bleeding 
Guatemala of her heritage, 
her memory, her identity.” 

As he spoke, he leant over a 
large stone object called the 
Altar of the Monkey, a carved 
disc that was once held up! by 
three pillars in simian shape. 
Made in about 750, only two 
pillars are left, and they are 
completely eroded. “Last Nov¬ 
ember, 12 armed looters came 
and stole a pillar, the only one 
that was in good condition. 
They came, they hacked it off 
and they left.” 

The men were seen escaping 
by a local fisherman, who was 
too scared to intervene. The 
looters have a fearsome reput¬ 
ation, and are often in league 
with drug smugglers who 
operate from clandestine air¬ 
strips in the jungle. These 
same strips are used, in many 
cases, to fly out Mayan arte¬ 
facts. Last September a gang 
killed an unarmed guard at 
YaxM — another site — who 
stumbled upon them breaking 
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Angusto Vela with the monkey altar 
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Guatemalans pray at a TOcal temple 
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Two Mayan temples, one seen from the front one from the rear, rise from the trees in TOcal park 

into a tomb. They stole four ’ ’ 

pieces of pottery, each more 
than 1,000 years old, and 
smashed two more. 

With the help of a grant 
from Philip Morris/the tobac¬ 
co giant, the Culture Ministry 
will begin to cart stone carv¬ 
ings away and replace them 
with modem copies. The 
grant of $160,000 (£98,000) - 
to be followed next year by 
another—was made last week 
in Guatemala City. The annu¬ 
al budget for the body which 
administers Tikal, the Mayan 
jewel, Is $15,000. 

Mayan scholars have given 
the project whole-hearted sup¬ 
port Federico Fahsen, one of 
the leading experts in ancient 
Mayan script, said: “Some 
punsts may quibble about 
taking the originals , out of 
their context, but 1 have no 
time for them: For us, it is a 
question of cultural life or 
death. Either we take these 
artefacts out now, or we lose 
them forever." 

Martin Sullivan, the chair¬ 
man of President Clinton’s 
advisory committee on cultur¬ 
al property, said:.“No crae 
should preach to the Guate¬ 
malans. They are handling 
eaerything by.the book,” • 

The project has an added 
urgency because looters are 
not the only source of danger. 

Sen or Fahsen said: “A n in- 
creasing threat comes from 
landless peasants who are 
moving into Pettn in search of 
spare to plant maize. They 
slash their way through the 
jungle. Often, they destroy 
important archaeological 
sites, whether deliberately to 
remove an inconvenience’, or 
out of ignorance." 
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Au gusto Vela, Culture Minister, with a stele at Ceibal 
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The Times Literary Supplement is the 
indispensable weekly review of the world 
of literature, politics, history and the arts. 

To take advantage of our special 
subscription rates, entertaining 
simply phone the CHALLENGING 

«««§rassi 

Hotline now, on ** -, 

0708 378379. JUl 
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Keeping your car properly tuned is just one of the ways you can save on fuel consumption. For more ideas on how to fight 
global warming send this coupon to: Are you doing your bit? PO Box 200, Stratford-on-Avon CV37 9BR or call 0345 86 86 86. 

-“T-—-are you doing fpir bitP | 
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School smacking exile 
ventures out of Africa 
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Industrial tribunal to 
rule on ‘witch hunt 1 , 
writes David Charter 
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Mrs Davies near her home 

A TEACHER whose life "fell aparr after 
she allowed a five-year-old boy to smack 
his classmates with a ruler is returning 
from her African hideaway to make a 
stand against political correctness. 

Brenda Davies claims she was hound¬ 
ed from Tennyson Road Primary School 
in Luton last year for her controversial 
method of dealing with children who had 
bullied the boy. The 50-year-old teacher 
found herself at the centre of a national 
debate over classroom discipline when 
she rejected parents’ demands for an 
apology. Although praised in newspaper 
editorials, she was shunned in the 
staffroom. 

Depressed by her colleagues’ reaction. 
Mrs Davies Qed toMalindi on the coast of 
Kenya. In the year since she arrived, she 
has built a career as headmistress of a 
tiny school where, she says, standards of 
learning and behaviour are far higher 
than those she left behind. 

Sitting on the verandah of her new 
home, overlooking the white sand and 
palm trees of Malindi Bay. she said that 
she would gladly never return to Eng¬ 
land. However, she is coming back today 
to claim at an industrial tribunal that she 
was forced to resign from her job in 
England after a witch hunt 

“I hate going back to Luton.” she said. 
“It’s such a relief to get bade to Malindi. 
But 1 feel strongly that the kids saw a 
person who protected them punished and 
they saw the bullies get away with it l 
think it has made teachers afraid to stand 
up against bullying.” 

She said that the bullies, six boys aged 
five and six, kicked their victim “like a 
football” in the playground. She gave him 
the choice of forgiving them or smacking 
than on die hand with a wooden ruler. ”1 
still think 1 did the right thing. Five-year- 
olds are capable of being little monsters, 
so if you don’t nip things in the bud you 
end up with something worse.” 

She then became convinced that the 
school wanted rid of her. She was given a 
final written warning and. feeling under 
intense pressure, she resigned in Febru¬ 
ary last year. “I was pretty close to a 
nervous breakdown. Everyone at school 
seemed embarrassed to be seen with me. 
Day by day I was getting pretty de¬ 
pressed. One night I looked at the dock 
and wondered if there was time to bleed to 
death in a warm bath before my husband 
came hame.” 

Mrs Davies spent five years in Kenya in 
the late 1970s with her husband, ftter, a 
dvil servant The advertisement for the 
post at Malindi seemed like divine 
intervention and the salary — £250 a term 
— an irrelevance. 

Her first duty every morning at 
Sandpiper Prep is to spray the classrooms 
to kill mosquitoes. She spends 30 minutes 


Sixth-form 
students 
urged to 
take five 

By John O’Leary 

EDUCATION EDITOR 

TEENAGERS will be encour¬ 
aged to study five subjects in 
the sixth form, rather than the 
usual three, after changes to A 
levels announced yesterday by 
Baroness Blacks tone, the Edu¬ 
cation Minister. 

The new framework for 
qualifications for 16-19 year 
olds was delayed for several 
months after apparent differ¬ 
ences of opinion between min¬ 
isters. Lady Blackstone had 
championed a system more 
like the French iwcca/aurtaf, 
linking academic and voca¬ 
tional courses. 

In a victory for traditional¬ 
ists, however. A levels are to 
remain largely unchanged. 
The main innovation, to be 
introduced in 2000, will be a 
one-year AS level, taken as the 
first year of an A-level course, 
with a parallel arrangement 
for General National Voca¬ 
tional Qualifications. New 
qualifications testing the “key 
skills" of communication, 
numeracy and the use of 
information technology will be 
piloted from September. 

Lady Blackstone said stu¬ 
dents should able to take more 
than three subjects in their 
first year in the sixth form. 
English teenagers were taught 
for 15-18 hours a week on 
average, compared with 30 a 
week in France and Germany. 

However, head teachers 
said the plans were too timid. 
John Diinford, general secre¬ 
tary elect of the Secondary 
Heads Association, said there 
was no room on timetables for 
the extra subjects and no fund¬ 
ing for the extra staffing. 
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Sandpiper school has given its headmistress a “wonderful experience’ 1 
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Teacher in smacking row 
resigns, blaming stress 
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. Times report of the resignation 
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Mis Davies says her pupils are better behaved than their Luton counterparts 


every morning on the three Rs and her 
approach is popular with the Kenyan 
parents. Debbie Paul, mother of Char¬ 
lotte. aged six. said: “Without her enthusi¬ 
asm and her motivation we would be lost 
She is absolutely brilliant- We are very 
lucky to have Brenda." 

The one drawback is the separation 
from her husband and two sons. “He 
realised 1 had to get away from it all. He 
knew the real state 1 was in,” she said. “I 
go to Stevenage at the end of term, he 


comes out to Kenya at half term, so we are 
actually separated for six weeks at a time. 

“ft is the only downside at the momenL 
I love living in Malindi. it is a little haven 
and a cure for my own psychological 
damage. I am recovering. And the kids 
here are ahead of those back home. This 
job has been the most wonderful experi¬ 
ence. At the end of the first chapter of Out 
of Africa, Karen Blixen says, ‘Here I am 
where I ought to be’. I just echo her 
feelings." 
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protection... 

costs less if you are in the 

public sector. 

When arranging mortgage protection required by your lender, 
why not shop around and save money? Talk to Zurich 
Municipal. With our Mortgage Protection Policy, your 
repayment mortgage will be paid off should you die. We don’t 
pay our staff commission - and you’ll automatically receive a 
15% discount if you work in the public sector. 

One phone call is usually all it takes to arrange immediate cover. 
And its just as easy to top up your protection later on if you 
move home. Call today for a free, no-obligation quotation, 

!l f ®.0800 147 147 

Lines Open: 9am-8pm Mon to Fri, 9am-ip m Sat 

Please quote the reference TIM0404 

Ftx your security, all telephone calls on the above number will be recorded and 
randomly monitored. Cover and premiums are subject to individual assessment. 

•Not «**Hab!e In Nortfaem Iceland. Channel (dan*, or the Id* o! Mm. 

Zurttft MunjdpH fc. a trading name of Zurich touirMu Gwrmany a 
limited companyIncorporated m Switzerland. UK branch m 

England. No^BRlOS. Zurich Mcrddpal oafco a trading name ofZurtch Life ^49 

A curance Company limbed. width a regulated by the Peruana] 
hwamow Authority far «e entrance and invesment brnbaeTzSld, 

Muiuctoel rnartets the Bfo products of Zurich Lite only and does n« 111)1 u . 
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BT discounts that you may already have, like Friends & 
Family and PremierLine. 

The offer runs from April 1st to June 30th. Tb order, just 
visit www.2ndLines.bt.com, or fight your way to your existing 
telephone and call us on ^ 

Freefone 0800222298. ^T^J?ffSgOOdtot(dk 


Whether it’s teenagers keeping up with their friends, 
children discovering the internet, or you working from 
home, these days one phone line just isn’t enough. 
That’s why BT will now install a second line for half 

price - just £58.17. 

What’s more, both of your lines can benefit from the 


A 2ND RESIDENTIAL ANALOGUE EXCHANGE LINE AT THE SAME ADDRESS. LINE RENTAL APPLIES. MINIMUM PERIOD 12 MONTHS. DISCOUNTS MUST BE BILLED TO THE SAME ACCOUNT 


APPLIES TO BT CUSTOMERS ORDERING 


The adore Elizabeth Hurley called “British Invasion IF. | 
and Hugh Grant In New FoHawingthel960s invasion 
York for fashion week. Bril' of The Beatles. .Carnaby i 
ish designers were such a Sfteet, Vidal Sassoon and 
success that Saks Fifth Ave^fMazy - Quant, Oris time 
nue. one of the city’s leading around It is John Galliano, 
department stores, is plan- Vivienne Westwood, Akxan- 
ninga big hash in September dcr McQueen and the rest 

Diplomatic rescue act 

ROLLS-ROYCE may be com- gling to change a flat tyre, 
ing under foreign ownership. When -die diplomatic Roller 
but some things remain the pulled up. she squawked: “Oh 
same. Returning to the city my Gawd, that's the last carl 
after depositing Britain's UN expected would stop.” After 
Ambassador at the airport, Mr McBride changed the 
Gary McBride, his driver, wheel, she offered him a case 
spotted a damsel in distress on of wine but the chivalrous 
the Triborough Bridge, strag- chauffeur declined. 
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A bestselling writing duo is providing weekends of advice for single women on the lookout for love 


DiCapria local 

Leo the 
lionised 

BACK from his fleeting 
appearance in Leicester 
Square, Leonardo Dicap¬ 
rio has decided to settle 
down in my neighbour¬ 
hood where he's creating 
more havoc than has -been 
seen since the sinking of 
the Titanic. The Holly¬ 
wood heart-throb has 
been staying at the fancy 
new Mercer Hotel in 
SoHO even before h 
opens, and partying al¬ 
most nightly at the hot 
local botte, Moomba. A 
friend who owns a restau¬ 
rant where Leo dined has 
been besieged by reporters 
wanting to know what the 
boyish star eats. The 
scoop: grilled chicken and 
the vegetable plate. 

A lad, 71m Hays, who 
works at a coffee shop 
in Virginia shopping 
centre looks so much 
like DiCaprio that be has 
been dubbed Leonardo 
DiCappnoctno. 


to live by the ‘Rules’ 


IT WAS once- _- 

famously ot>- 

woman ££30 JAMES BONE’S 

has less chance 

ST~ N KW YORK 

ting killed in a 

terrorist attack. . 

An estimated 1J8 

million single women live in the cess of Wales, a copy of 
city, compared to just 13 million dating manual for her birt 
single men. Despite the awe- (Rule 23: Don’t Date a Ma 
some gender gap, the gutsy Man). They are now aval 
women of this town are deter- for telephone consultations 
mined to buck the odds. To hear the lovelorn for $250 an 1 
Ellen Fein and Sherry Schneider (One British fan recently u 
tell it, all they have to do is follow asking when she should tel 
“The Rules". dale that she had undergo 

Mrs Fein and Mrs Schneider, sex-change operation. “We 
who cowrote the bestselling help her,” was their reply.} 
primer of 35 rules for successful two have penned a sequel c 
dating, have just launched their ing such tricky scenario 
first “Rules Weekend” to help affairs at work and going 
New York gals snag Mr Right with celebrities, and rec 
Fifty lonely hearts paid $249 offered guidelines for wc 
each to hear die two and other who get involved with th< 
experts lecture in Manhattan. President. (Don’t go to the 
Mrs Schneider and Mrs Fein Office until he has been to 
became celebrated in Britain two apartment at least three ti 
years ago who; will Carting'S don't introduce him to 
estranged wife gave Diana, Prin- college roommate until you 

□ A street-smart doctor 
has come up with a 
musical way of making teen¬ 
agers lake their asthma medi¬ 
cine — a rap song. “Twice a 
day, stops the wheeze and 
helps you breathe," the lyrics 
advise. Dr John Clarice also 
stars in the video, puffing on 
an inhaler, and has no trouble 
getting dates. 


cess of Wales, a copy of their 
dating manual for ter birthday 
(Rule 23: Don’t Date a Married 
Man). They are now available 
for telephone consultations with 
the lovelorn for $250 an hour. 
(One British fan recently wrote 
asking when she should tell ter 
dale mat she had undergone a 
sex-change operation. “We can’t 
help her," was their reply.) The 
two have penned a sequel cover¬ 
ing such tricky scenarios as 
affairs at work and going out 
with celebrities, and recently 
offered guidelines for women 
who get involved with the US 
President. (Don’t go to the Oval 
Office until he has been to your 
apartment at least three times; 
don’t introduce him to your 
college roommate until you have 


met the Vice- 
gEgW President) But 
the Rules Week- 
end is an innova- 
tion. giving 
flPP-l -fC ; women advice 
ffkfw on everything 
from money and 
muscles to 
makeup and 
making out. 
“When we were in England, 
women were saying. ‘We are not 
aggressive Americans. We do 
not chase men’. But they move in 
with them for five years and the 
men never propose,” Mrs 
Schneider says. 

"British women are too avail¬ 
able. They should not go on 
holiday with men before they are 
married, they should not live 
with men, they should get off the 
phone after ten minutes. They 
still need die Rules like we do." 

□ A woman talking to her 
boyfriend , overheard on leaving 
the hit musical Rent *7 know you 
didn’t like it You don’t like 
anything . But did you not like it 
more or less than you usually 
don’t like things?” 


Sherry Schneider, left and Ellen Fein talk about their book on successful dating at a New York seminar 
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Widow of 
Bono sets 
sights on 
Congress 

From Giles Whittell in palm desert, California 


JOHN HAYES/AP 


THE candidate is a former 
waitress with no political expe¬ 
rience who admits she is not 
“an expert on anything”. Yet 
she is the new darling of the 
Republican party, and odds- 
on favourite to win a seat in 
the House of Representatives 
next week. Her secret She is 
Sonny Bono’s widow. 

With heartfelt endorse¬ 
ments from Arnold Schwarze¬ 
negger. the actor, and Dan 
Quayie, former Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, Mao' Bono, 36. has 
rushed from “stay-at-home 
mom" to potential politician in 
the three months since her 
husband died in a skiing 
accident near Lake Tahoe. 

The idea of running as his 
successor began “as a low 


murmur at home during the 
week after the accident". Mrs 
Bono told The Times this week 
after addressing a friendly 
meeting of environmentalists 
in Palm Desert, a place of 
endless low-rise shopping 
malls and summer tempera¬ 
tures that can fry an egg on a 
car roof. “At first it went in one 
ear and out the other, bur then 
it snowballed until everyone 
was talking about iL" 

Like her husband, Mrs 
Bono is a Republican. Among 
those urging her to run was 
the singer and actress known 
as Cher — Bono's first wife 
and a pillar of Hollywood’s 
Democratic establishment. 

“She backed me as a 
woman, as someone who 



Mary Bono, with her children Chiarma, 6, centre, an d Chesare, 9. appears in a TV interview while campaigning for her late husband’s seat 


knows me and as my friend." 
said Mrs Bona who has been 
close to Cher since her hus¬ 
band's star-studded funeral in 
January. Dressed in designer 
black suits and Ferragamo 
heels, she has been campaign¬ 
ing throughout the vast 44th 
congressional district from 
the manicured golf courses of 
Rancho Mirage to impover¬ 


ished Indian settlements near 
the Arizona border. 

At times she has appeared 
lonely, overwrought and 
under-rehearsed. She has lost 
101b in weight and courted 
disaster with a blunt style that 
once found her advocating 
means-tested healthcare to an 
audience of pensioners. 

But she has impressed Re¬ 


publican leaders as well as 
local voters with her dedica¬ 
tion, and she is heir to an 
auspicious trend: as Bono's 
widow, she is six times more 
likely to win her seat than a 
female candidate whose 
spouse has not preceded her to 
Washington and died. Be¬ 
tween 1916 and 1993. 84 per 
cent of female congressional 


candidates following dead 
husbands to the Capitol won 
their seats. 

Naivety is apparently as 
alarming for the candidate as 
for voters. “It'S kind of scary to 
stand up and talk about Iraq,” 
she said recently. “Bur there's 
no one tiling that you can do 
that qualifies you to be a 
member of Congress, and 
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thank God that's the way it 
was set up." 

A surgeon's daughter who 
met Bono at her graduation 
celebration in Los Angeles, 
Mary became his fourth wife 
12 years ago. Until his death, 
she lived with him and their 
daughters in a $1.45 million 
(£900,000) estate in Palm 
Springs. 

Her politics have so far 
proved a natural fit for the 
conservative 44th district She 
owns a gun, objects to bloated 
government and opposes 
abortions, while backing a 
woman's right to have one in 
extremis. 

Mrs Bono admits cam¬ 
paigning serves two purposes. 
It helps me both grieve and 
get over it," she says. “The 
most healing part is knowing 
Sonny would be proud of me. 
But he would also make 
campaigning much more 
fun.” 



Bono: left a place for 
wife on Capitol Hill 


Hoteliers 
find cash 
solace in 
Paula sex 
trial loss 

FttoM Bronwen Maddox 

IN WASHINGTON 


UTI LE ROCK, together with 
its most famous son. is a 
winner from the collapse of 
the Paula Jones triaL Hotels 
stand to rake in hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in non- 
refundable bookings for May 
and June, but the Arkansas 
capital will be spared the 
deluge of journalists and tire 
national spotlight it was 
dreading. 

The grand old hotels in the 
centre of town have enjoyed 
record revenues since Presi¬ 
dent Clinton's election in 1992 
and the steady stream of 
scandals that sent news- 
hounds repeatedly back to 
little Rock. The Jones trial, 
which had been due to start 
on May 27, would have pro¬ 
vided a glittering finale. 

Bat many hotels still stand 
to make a killing from depos¬ 
its already cashed at prices 
double the normal room 
rates. ABC News has lost 
$50,000 (£31.000) in advance 
fees for rooms at three hotels, 
while CNN has written off 
“tens of thousands”. 

The Legacy and the Capital 
hotels had both sold oat 
despite demanding advance 
payments of $4.000-$5.000 for 
rooms for the trial's expected 
six-week run. The Legacy was 
also asking $15,000 for a room 
giving a direct view of the 
courthouse and was charging 
$6,700 for 18 parking spaces 
which could offer television 
trucks dear satellite transmis¬ 
sion. However, the Excelsior, 
the site of the alleged sexual 
incident between Mr Clinton 
and Mrs Jones, had vowed 
not to raise its rates. 

The sums spent are a frac¬ 
tion of what the nation’s 
media crews would have 
poured into the town’s econo¬ 
my if the trial had gone 
ahead. 

Holds believe that the loss 
of the case will have cost them 
$500,000. and shops and taxi 
firms may have lost the same 
amount ABC News estimates 
It would have spent nearly $1 
million covering the trial. 
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The Rover 200 range starts at just £9,700 with a year’s free insurance. 

An offer that’s extremely good value on the road, and heaven forbid, rather useful should 
you come off it- 

For more information call 0345 186 186 or visit www.rovercars.com. 

CAR SHOWN ROVER 2144S 5 DOOR £13475 ON THE ROAD. tSUBJECT TO INSURERS TERMS AND CONDITIONS. OFFER AVAILABLE UNTIL 30.0438. 
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Japan under 

pressure to 
rescue Asian 
economies 

By Michael Binyon, diplomatic editor 


JAPAN yesterday came under sus¬ 
tained diplomatic pressure from 
Europe and its Asian neighbours to 
reflate its stagnant economy as 
leaders from both continents gath¬ 
ered in London to try to staunch 
Asiats financial crisis. 

But the Japanese Prime Minister 
defiantly insisted that Asia was on 
the mend, and promised the 25 
Asian and European countries that 
he would do whatever was needed 
to put his nation's economy in 
order. At the opening of the second 
Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem) in 
London. Ryu taro Hashimoto in¬ 
sisted that the Asian economies 
were fundamentally sound and 
their difficulties would soon be 
overcome when growth restarted. 
"The worst has come and gone," 
he said. 

Japan has come under enormous 
pressure, at home and abroad, to 
reflate its economy and stimulate 
domestic consumer demand. Mr 
Hashimoto gave no details of the 
measures he promised to take nor 
reacted to reports that the Japanese 
economy was on the brink of 
collapse. But his message was a 
defiant signal that Europe should 
not write off Asia’s resilience. 

As tong as Asia kept its intellectu¬ 
al and human resources, "the 
current trials which it is facing will 
serve as a launch pad to cany it 
forward to the next stage". Mr 
Hashimoto said. 

Tony Blair was less optimistic. 


He told the assembled presidents 
and prime ministers that the Asian 
financial crisis was not over. But he 
said Europe could not afford to 
turn its bade on the turmoil. 

"We in Europe have a real 
opportunity to show that we meant 
what we said about partnership, 
that we are not fair-weather friends 
who turn away at the first sign of 
difficulty, but partners for the long 
term, ready to stick by Asia 
through thick and thin." he said. 

He gave a warning that the two 
continents faced four main chal¬ 
lenges: to limit the impact of the 
crisis on the global economy: to 
limit the social impact: to maintain 
open markets and further trade 
liberalisation: and to strengthen 
tile international monetary system 
to prevent this crisis from 
recurring. 

In a message dearly aimed at 
some Asian governments, Mr Blair 
called for greater transparency, 
more discipline in financial sys¬ 
tems and a commitment to boost 
trade and open markets. "Europe 
will benefit from an open Asia. Asia 
will benefit from an open Europe,” 
he said. 

In Washington yesterday. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton. who said that Japan 
was the “key to stability and 
growth in Asia”, urged Tokyo to 
take bold action to address its 
economic problems. 

Downgrading Japan, page 28 



A dancer performs at the launch of the Silver Seraph, only the ninth Rolls-Royce model in 90 years, in Hong Kong on Thursday 

New Rolls fails to rev up sales 



Romano Prod), the Italian Prime Minister, with Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, his Japanese counterpart in London yesterday 


IT WAS perhaps not the best of 
times to launch a new Rolls-Royce 
modeL The recently British, per¬ 
haps to be German, company 
unveiled the Silver Seraph, its first 
new version for 18 years this week, 
at a time when even Hong Kong’s 
fabled millionaires are reefing 
from the effects of East Asia's 
sharp economic downturn. 

Last year distributors MD Mo¬ 
tors sold 66 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars in the former British 
colony, but in the first quarter of 
this year only J2 of the limousines 
have been ordered. General man¬ 
ager Holger Gossmann said this 
week: “The brakes were really 
pulled late last year. That's when 
inquiries broke down.” 

Last night two members of 
Hong Kong's Jeunesse dor6e sat in 
the back seat of a Seraph contem¬ 
plating its huge pricetag. This is 
something really special,” a sales¬ 
man said hopefully. "Downturn 
or not who can resist?” 

Not so long ago Hong Kong 
was a place where the only 


Even Hong Kong’s fabled millionaires 
are reeling from the economic storms 
hitting East Asia, James Pringle writes 


direction people knew was up. 
from the stock market to fiat rents, 
but there has been a slump in 
property prices, and the stock 
market is well below par it sank 
further yesterday on the gloomy 
economic news from Japan. 

Overall, car sales have fallen 35 
per cent in value compared to a 
year ago. Sales of jewellery and 
watches have slumped 21 per cent 
and even consumer durables have 
fallen 8 per cent 

Even Hong Kong’S bejewelled 
tai-tais , die posh society ladies 
from the mansions on the Peak, 
are said now to unobtrusively 
check the pricetags as they stroll 
through Versace, Gucci and Her¬ 
mes boutiques at Pacific Place and 
other top shopping malls. 


It was fast October, just three 
months after the handover of 
Hong Kong from Britain to Chi¬ 
na. that the stock market plunged 
and interest rates rase sharply to 
protect file Hong Kong dollar. 
Now unemployment is at its 
highest level in seven years. A 
bout of chicken flu has not helped 
Hong Kong’s image. 

None of this had much immedi¬ 
ate connection with the handover, 
but it has been an unfortunate 
turn of events for Hong Kong’s 
Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa. 
China’s hand-picked man in the 
special administrative region. Mr 
Tung has seen monthly tourist 
arrivals plunge 25 per cent since 
before the handover, with Japa¬ 
nese visitors down . 50 per 


cent. Profits at Hong Kong’s flag¬ 
ship airline Cathay Pacific have 
fallen 57 per cent, forcing file 
company to lay off 870 employees 
this year. The premier Lane 
Crawford department store, Hong 
Kong'S Harrods. shed 30 staff this 
week. A store official said: "Quite 
obviously, we have been dragged 
into the recent economic storm.” 

While Hong Kong expects 
more visitors from mainland Chi¬ 
na to ease the tourist drought, 
travellers from other parts of Asia 
will tefl you that the territory has 
lost its cachet as one of the last 
holdouts of cofoniafisn. Today, 
for many Asian tourists, Hong 
Kong is just another city off the 
China coast 

At the Journalists’ Association 
ball last week, a local scribe 
described bow he would revive 
Hong Kong’s tourist appeal over¬ 
night “You take down that Stalin¬ 
ist red flag with its yeflow stars 
and quietly put it away. Then you 
will see the situation improve. 
People just don't like that image." 


Leading 
dissident 
democrat 
arrested 
in Beijing 

By James Pringle 

IN A move that could embarrass 
Zhu Rongji, China’s new Prime 
Minister who was feted by Euro¬ 
pean politicians in London yester¬ 
day. Chinese security police 
arrested the leading dissident, Xu 
Wenli. in Beijing and seized his 
computer, letters and photographs, 
according to his wife. 

His wife. He Xintong. said her 
husband. 54, a leading member of 
the 1978-79 democracy wall move¬ 
ment, who had recently called for 
the setting-up of a human rights 
watchdog group, had been taken 
from their home yesterday and she 
did not know where he was. 

"They confiscated our computer, 
fax machine, photos in which he is 
shown with friends, letters and 
almos t anything with words." she 
said by telephone, adding: “The 
house is a complete mess." 

Officials at the Beijing Public 
Security Bureau declined to com¬ 
ment on the arrest which comes as 
Mr Zhu is seeking to present an 
image of a more open China at the 
Asia-Europe Meeting in London. 

Analysts speculated that the 
arrest amid have been ordered to 
embarrass Mr Zhu. who replaced 
file hardline Li Haig last month. 

Mr Xu was detained in 1981 and 
given a 15-year jail sentence for 
urging democratic reforms and for 
defending a fellow dissident Wei 
Jingsheng, arrested in 1979. Mr Xu 
was released on parole in 1993. 

A rumour that the jailed student 
protest leader, Wang Dan. would 
soon be released in a deal with the 
United States was dismissed by 
Tang Jiaxuan. file Chinese Foreign 
Minister, during the summit But 
Mr Tang stopped short of an 
outright denial that Mr Wang 
could be released before June. 

□ Geneva: A row has broken out 
over a recent fact-finding mission 
by United Nations experts to jails 
in China and Tibet after a human 
rights group claimed that prisoners 
were beaten up once the experts left 
(Peter Capella writes). 

Human Rights Watch said it had 
reliable information that several 
prisoners were interrogated, beat¬ 
en and placed in solitary confine¬ 
ment after one of them staged a 
protest during a visit to Dratchi 
prison in Tibet by the UN Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention. 

The Chinese mission to the UN 
in Geneva denied that any repri¬ 
sals took place and told the 
working group that all prisoners 
were “in fairly good health". • 
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kota and a Catalina 
L7 seap ine are being 
painted an polished for oneof 
the biggs t commemorative 
events of me past-Cofd War 
era: the hh anniversary of 
the Bern airlift in which 
British ai 3 American aircraft 
broke the Soviet stranglehold 
on the titj. 

The fu -blown airlift began 
in June 1 48, but this weekend 
Berliner* are remembering 
the dress rehearsal in April — 
the so-c Ued “Baby airlift” 
when Al ed planes defied the 
Soviet bl ckade of rail links by 
ferrying jsendai goods by air. 
The cele rations will last ail 
year an< spill into next, but 
already they have caused 
oontrovesy. 

One iea, suggested by a 
German officer, is to invite 
Russian pilots. “We want the 
Partner* tip for Peace concept 
to work Tth the Russians and 
not thin in die old frozen 
ways," fays Captain Rene 


Partnen 
to work 
not thh 
ways." 


Lancelld The plan has set oft 
an avt anche of criticism. 
“How < 1 earth are we sup¬ 
posed tt explain away to West 
Beriinei; an invitation to Rus¬ 
sian Flatter pilots?" asked a 


the British role in this critical 
Cold War event has prompted 
a search for an airworthy 
Sunderland the large, clumsy 
seaplane which ferried food 
and fuel on to the lakes of West 
Berlin. “The only Sunderland 
we know of now is in the US," 
says pilot Keith Sissons who 
will be flying a Catalina to 
Berlin to ensure al (east some 
British representation on the 


bemuse 1 official from the Ber¬ 
lin 5 nate, Hans-Rudolf 
Zschen ick. Or. he might 
have a ded. the widows of 
British nd American aircrew 
who w •e buzzed and some¬ 
times treed to crash by die 
MiGjei. 

Semi; the historical record 
seraigh is part of the point of 
die con nemo ration, in an age 
when 1 any young people do 
not evn realise that West 
Berlin ras once a vulnerable 
and isaated city stuck in the 
middle of coramunist-con- 
trolled East Germany^ The : 
Britishnave been upset by a"- 
broduJe distributed by the 
Germa Aerospace Industry 
Assori; ion which depicts the 
airlift is essentially a US 
operat n. “All available US 
transprt squadrons - were 
ordere to Germany to be 
joined a ter by British. Cana¬ 
dian. french, South African 
and ther Commonwealth 
forces, says die brochure. In 
fact, th airlift was a combined 
US-Br ain operation: 40 of the 
77 aiirew who died were • 
British 

Theaeed 10 identify clearly 
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Supplies are unloaded 
by the light of a Jeqp 

water front. The Catalina, 
owned by the British company 
.Plane-Sailing, helpedapflotto 
wirwheV/aoria Crcssdufin^ 
the war arid is almost beauts 
fill. Bar the most part the RAF 
used Dakotas. Hastings and 
Yorks; heavy-duty transport¬ 
ers thar lifted sacks of flour, 
coal and even' banknotes to die 
Berliners. But it was the 
Sunderlands that captured the 
heart of many Berliners, in¬ 
cluding Helmut BSteL, now a 
68-year-old retired electrician, 
but in those days a teenager 
fascinated by seaplanes. “We 
knew they were coming to help 
us, not hurt us." 

At the peak of the airlift, in a 


year of often dangerous flying, 
planes were landing in Berlin 
at die rate of one a minute. On 
an average day 100 US and 
British planes were in the air 
on the way to. or way back 
from. Berlin. The RAF was 
helped by civilian contractors 
— often run by men who had 
seen wartime service, with 
pilots still in uniform — and 
together they flew more than 
175,000 sorties, carrying 
164.000 tons of coal. 240,000 
tons of food as well as petrol, 
gas canisters, military and 
medical supplies. Azt entire 
power plant was lifted after 
first being taken apart 'and 
distributed among separate 
planes. 

The Americans, with a 
much bigger air force, trans¬ 
ported about three times as 
much as the British. 

The significance of the airlift 
goes well beyond an early 
display of solidarity with West 
Germany, and of determ¬ 
ination not to surrender West 
Berlin to Stalin. First, it estab¬ 
lished that three Western Al¬ 
lied .powers. — the French 
contributed their airport at 
Berlin-Thgel and worked hand 
to expand the landing strips — 
were not so much occupiers as 
protectors. - 

Berliners who had learnt to 
identify, and fear, the sound of 
distant British bombers, now 
ran to the airports to greet 
their arrival. “It was such a 
beautiful noise — we knew 
that it was keeping us alive," 
says Regina Wargener, now 
an 81?year-o)d grandmother 
who gave birth to a daughter 
in the midst of the airlift. 


Berliners called the planes 
Rosinenbomber — raisin 
bombers. 

But die airlift also showed 
that a huge army could be 
deployed for purely humani¬ 
tarian purposes: a model for 
the UN peacekeeping forces. 

The casualties were caused 
not so much by Soviet harass¬ 
ment —the planes were travel¬ 
ling along the three estab¬ 
lished corridors — but rather 
by the sheer volume of traffic 
and the technical strains on 
tiie aircraft and pilots. An 
American C47 smashed into 
the ride of a Berlin block of 


flats. An RAF plane crashed 
inside East Germany; three 
members of the crew were 
killed outright A fourth sur¬ 
vived but died weeks later in 
an East German military 
hospital. 

An American pilot. Kenneth 
Slaker — now a retired 77- 
year-old general — found his 
propellers cutting out and 
parachuted into an East Ger¬ 
man potato field. “My first 
thought was — get out of here 
or you'll end up in Siberia!" A 
friendly East German guided 
him across the frontier and 
stayed in the West himself. 


The millionth coal bag to be airlifted to Berlin is unloaded from a US Skymaster 
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Rambler has a winning Way 


A Briton is 
giving Turkey 
a new bearing 
on its history, 
writes Andrew 
Finkel 


AFTER years of walking 
through the Turkish Mediter¬ 
ranean countryside, a lone 
Englishwoman has recreated 
a network of roads and moun¬ 
tain paths that once linked the 
cities of ancient Lyda. 

Kate Clow, 50. who aban¬ 
doned her life as a London 
computer expert and moved to 
Turkey in the early 1990s. is 
helping to ferment a revolu¬ 
tion in Turkey, indirectly chal¬ 
lenging the country's military, 
the Government and even the 
major bank which last month 
awarded her the top prize in 
a prestigious environmental 
contest. 

Ms Clow has documented a 
route that goes from Ffithiye, 
the ancient Telmessos. to die 
city of Antalya, where she now 
lives, it follows ancient cob¬ 
bled roads, goat trails and 
paths still used by nomadic 
herdsman. 

ft also follows more than a 
thousand years of history, 
passing graves from 700BC to 
unexcavated Byzantine mon¬ 
asteries which date back to 
ADS00. If walked at a single 
stretch, it takes just under six 
weeks. 

Her notion is to create a 
Turkish equivalent of the 
French grandes raadondes, 
long-distance walks that are 
carefully waymarked and 
described with a detailed 
guide, it was this proposal 
that was recognised as one of 
the “Four Ideas for Tomor¬ 
row" — a mud] publicised 
compeddon in Turkey solicit¬ 
ing ways to make the country 
better. 

Ms Clow has lived in Tur¬ 
key for seven years and has 
taken dual nationality. It was 
under her alternate name of 
Kardelen Karli that she won 
her prize. This translates as 
“Snowdrop Snowy”, odd even 
in her adopted country, and it 
was a puzzled audience of 
Istanbul glitterati who saw 
her appear from douds of dry 
ice and a lavish laser display 
to deliver her acceptance 
speech in a broadly accented 
Turkish. “Mad dogs and Eng- 
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Kate Clow walks through the hills behind Maden, Turkey, on the Lydan Way, a network of pathways that once linked an ancient dvffisadon and which she has re-created 


lish," muttered one former 
ambassador. Eccentric but de¬ 
termined. she now hopes to 
use some of her prize money to 
publish her own account of the 
“Lydan Way” which unlike 
die French example also con¬ 
tains a description of the 
wildlife and historic remains 
encountered en route. 

The Lycians make their first 
appearance in history as allies 
of the Trojans in Homer's 


Iliad and were the last people 
in Asia Minor to surrender to 
the Romans. “Locked away in 
their mountainous country, 
they had a fierce love of 
freedom and independence,” 
wrote George Bean in the 
standard archaeological guide 
to the region. 

These are characteristics 
with which Ms Clow dearly 
empathises. Her first fight is 
with the Turkish Army: she is 
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Emnoute a monastery and a carving used as a doorstep 


trying to persuade it to declas¬ 
sify the large-scale ordnance 
survey maps that are essential 
equipment for any rambler. 
"The release of those maps 
would change the face of 
Turkish tourism,” she said. 

She also targets the Tourism 
Ministry, which she believes is 
whittling away at the still 
undeveloped forest lands by 
opening them up to mass 
tourism. She dismisses the 
ministry's idea of guides lead¬ 
ing large parlies of walkers 
through the hills. “That de¬ 
stroys your independence." 
she said. She herself never 
bothers to travel with a tent 
and is accepted in the villages 
she passes through as a re¬ 
spected traveller and guest 

She is prepared to guide 
small parties of like-minded 
people whom she ..believes 
would be similarly welcomed. 
If more people took to the hills 
it would be a way of re¬ 
enforcing the local economies 



*tW$ SPORT WHAT’S ON FUN KNOWLEDGE MONEY SHOPPING IXIK INTERNET 

syyxii; 






mm 

rr^Hg^k 








and of preserving rather than 
over-powering the local way of 
life. The idea of protecting a 
route represents a different 
approach to rural conserva¬ 
tion for Turkey," according to 
Nergis Yazgan, head of the 
Turkish Society to Protect 
Wildlife and chairwoman of 
the jury that awarded Ms 
Cow her prize. Ms Yazgan 
herself complains that the 
country's national parks are 
poorly maintained and too 
often resented by local vil¬ 
lagers who see them simply as 
areas in which everything is 
restricted. “Getting people to 
use the countryside is the first 
step to its preservation.” Ms 
Yazgan said. 

This means changing the 
attitude of a nation which — 
having just left the countryside 
— is content to return by car 
for a Sunday and then leave 
rubbish behind before head¬ 
ing back to the city. Although 
there are increasing number 
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of trekking dubs in Turkey, 
Ms Qow complains that too 
often they are manned by 
large groups of “peak grab¬ 
bers”, who race to the top and 
are not always wildly interest¬ 
ed in whal they see on the way. 

She is pleased that even in 
the short time since winning 
her prize her walk has become 
the object of great Interest 


from local dubs. The coun- 
- tryside belongs to the people, 
not the State. A lot of people 
here don’t see the difference,” 
Ms Kazgan said. 

Ms Gfow is hoping to enlist 
Garanti Bank, the organis¬ 
ation which gave her the prize, 
to safeguard what she hopes 
will be the firsrof many long¬ 
distance walks. ' - ^ 
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Basilica 

survives 

quake 

Rome: An earhquake 
shook Umbrii' and 
Marche yesterda;, caus¬ 
ing panic six months after 
earthquakes kifed u 
people and damaged the 
Basilica of St Frrncis at 
Assisi (Richard- Owen 
writes). Italian television 
reported that 351 houses 
had been damage! and up 
to 1.000 peopfc made 
homeless yesterdty. Friars 
at Assisi said tht tremor, 
which measured LOon the 
Richter scale, iad not 
caused further dimage to 
the fabric of the peat 13th 
century church. 

Bomber juled 
for 240 years 

New York: Worll Trade 
Centre bomber 1 Eyad 
IsmoiL 26. was ysterday 
sentenced to 240 jears in 
prison for the 199 blast 
that killed six people. 
Ismofi, a Paletinian. 
admitted driving tie explo- 
sives-toaded truck nto the 
centre’s car park, -tis co- 
conspirator. Paiistani 
Ramzi Yousef. 29. s serv¬ 
ing 240 years in olitary 
confinement (AFP) 

Luther King 
widow’s plea 

New York: Corett Scott 
King, die widow of Martin 
Luther King, has apealed 
to President Clinnn to 
investigate her husnnd's 
assassination (Tunki Var- 
adarajan writes), lames 
Earl Ray, the man divid¬ 
ed of kiUing the dvOrights 
leader 30 years ag*. has 
consistently deniet' his 
guilt 

Le Pen inquiry 
by prosecatirs 

Munidu The proseirtort 
office here has askd for 
the European partimen- ’ 
taiy Immunity of Jean- 
Marie Le Fen. the tench 
Car-right leader, to bttifted 
to open the way or a 
possible indictment ir in¬ 
citing racial hatred 1 over 
his comments that Nan 
gas chambers wee "a 
detail” of history. (AS 3 ) 


US ‘ignored murder evidence’ Lore™ Bob** 


Fra ironth'% mariKrAa ncioda 10 hmfrKMcc&CAdncnvgMdBlUCVr^MI-mn rates iray wtHDcafctranncfl-erwi-o.^ 


Washington: A former VS 
ambassador to El Salvador 
yesterday accused the US 
Government erf ignoring com¬ 
pelling evidence that top Sal¬ 
vadoran military officers had 
ordered die murders of three 
nuns and a lay worker 18 years 
ago (Tom Rhodes writes). 

His criticism of the former 
Administration came as four 


Israel in 
threat to 
abandon 
pullout 

From Christopher Walker 

UN JERUSALEM 

ISRAEL warned Palestinian 
leaders yesterday that pros¬ 
pects for a further troop with¬ 
drawal in the West Bank will 
be torpedoed if Hamas carries 
out threats to launch a new 
wave of terror attacks. 

The warning from Binya- 
min Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, coincided 
with a new pledge by Hamas 
to exact international as well 
as domestic revenge for the 
alleged assassination last Sun¬ 
day of Muhyideen al-Sharif, a 
bombmaker, allegedly by the 
Israeli secret service. 

Israeli security chiefs an¬ 
nounced that the country's 
newly strenghthened army 
and police forces would re¬ 
main on red alert until after 
the 50th independence day 
celebrations on April 30. Pet¬ 
rol bombs were thrown at 
Israeli troops in Jerusalem's 
Old City and at a woman 
settler in the West Bank who 
was slightly injured. 

The escalation in tensions 
added urgency to Tony Blair's 
European peace mission to 
Israel and the occupied territo¬ 
ries later this month and 
raised new questions about 
his tentative plans to stay 
overnight in Gaza, the main 
Hamas stronghold. 

Mr Netanyahu, who has 
repeatedly denied any ques¬ 
tion of Israeli involvement in 
the killing of Sharif in the self- 
rule city of Ramailah, warned 
the Palestinian Authority that 
those casting blame on Israel 
would be held directly respon¬ 
sible for any new Hamas 
violence. 


former Salvadoran guards¬ 
men convicted in the killings 
of the American nuns said for 
the first time that the murders 
were directed by their 
superiors. 

Maura Clarke, Ita Ford, 
and Dorothy Karel, the nuns, 
and Jean Donovan, a lay 
worker, were abducted, raped 
and shot on December 2. I960. 


Robert White, then US Am¬ 
bassador in El Salvador, said: 
T am very pleased this-has 
come out The State Depart¬ 
ment only had to read our 
telegrams to know about the 
compelling evidence suggest¬ 
ing that top officers gave the 
orders. It’s simply wrong to 
leave four men in prison for 
fallowing orders." 


wins acquittal 

Manassas: Lorena Gallo, 
the woman famou for 
cutting off her ex-hulhand 
John Bobbitt's penis has 
been acquitted in YfcpniV 
after allegedly assailing 
her mother in a Ugh-over 
family bills. (AP) 




Animals 


dying in 

forest 

fires. 


Th e fires in Indonesia are raging again, forcing animals out of the forests to die at the hands 
of poachers. 

ha bi tats * o^utan, so this rare animate now 
racing extinction. The life-saving rams may not come until October. 

Th6 u W ??l: f V!? ded Wanariset Orans-Utan Rescue Centre has given sanctuary to hurareds of 
expha ned baty orang-utans, adult orangs, sun bears and many other animats. Now the Centre 
■tsaWis^hreatened by the flames. The 3,500 hectare research forest around it has^nsdytjeen 

^ ,he COTlre ' ani,nab «■* ■ tep « d O" *. by sending a donate* 

teurg^OTfKflng food and veterinary materials to the Centre. Rescue teams ae aimadv 

risking their hves to save animals from the fires. teams ae already 

Vbu can heflp save animats 3 fives. 

■ h mm re are ^re ■ mm mm re ■■ ■m 

Help WSPA save animals from death InThe fires" 

Please fill in your details below. 


- — --- Postcode_ 

Hm is m» donation of E-:- ...~ “ 

«aaffl«as tsrta.are»ltcliguroian^ __ , , 

Caril *°-1 1 •• -i-iJ-.! n.^LT.LrLn-jsassss-!-— 

- > - Switch tea*,™. □ Todays date _, 

Stature_~ -- 

□ TWttMn^wxJOltea^Wwm^p^ ! 7 ’ =- 

Please send this completed form and your donation to: WSPft Dent AF 7 n lAfi« 

Freepost NH2604, Morttiampton, NN3 6BR No stamp is nee^dThANKYCXj 
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Best places to spend Easter 
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The strong pound means Britons 
can shop cheaply across the world. 
write Guy Waiters and Agnes Bell 


THE Great Easter Shopaway 
begins next weekend as 
1.7 million people leave Brit¬ 
ain for holidays, their wallets 
bulging .with one of the 
world’s most desirable 
currencies. 

The spending power of the 
average Briton abroad has 
risen dramatically in the past 
year since Labour’s election 
victory and Gordon Brown’s 
derision to let sterling soar. A 



% 
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survey by The Times shows 
that a basketful of fashionable 
consumer goods can be 
bought much more cheaply in 
all die world’s great shopping 
rides than at home. 

The best buys are only a 
ferry ride away in Dublin, 
where the st re n gth of sterling 
against the Irish punt allows 
Britons to save nearly 19 per 
cent on holiday gifts. There 
are also big savings in New 
York. Athens, Madrid and 
Bangkok. Even the tradition¬ 
ally dearer continental capi¬ 
tals — Paris. Brussels. Berlin 
and Rome — have become 
bargain basements. 

Our survey found that 
Bangkok was the cheapest 
place to buy an All Saints CD 
and a Big Mac. New York was 
top for clothes bargains, from 
Levi 501s to Oshkosh baby 
dungarees, although Rome 
had the lowest price for a 
Benetton v-neck jumper. Ber¬ 
lin had the cheapest Gucci’s 
Envy perfume and Athens the 
best-priced Louis Vuitton No6 
Bay shoulder bag. But be 
discerning: the Body Shop eye 
gel that costs E2.70 in Britain 
is priced at E4.50 in Thailand. 

Travel firms have been 
quick to exploit lurching ex¬ 
change rates in their promo¬ 
tional material. The Greeks’ 
derision to devalue the drach¬ 
ma to qualify for membership 
of the single currency is pro¬ 


viding a much-needed help 
for its tourism trade. 

Rachel Shirbom of Thomas 
Cook says that the number of 
people going abroad at Easter 
has risen by IS per cent since 
last year. She had no doubt 
about the best-value destina¬ 
tion: “Greece is amazing. 
Because of the devalued 
drachma, our bookings for 
Greek islands have shot up by 
22 per cent” 

A record number of Britons 
are expected to cross the Irish 
Sea. Demand for the punt has 
grown by 19 per cent in British 
bureaux de change in the past 
year. “Last year, nearly three 
million visited from the UK." 
John Lahiffe, of the Irish 
Tourist Board, said. “This 
year we are expecting to reach 
that number by as early as 
midsummer." 

Far Eastern economies be¬ 
came favourite shopping desti¬ 
nations when currencies like 
the Thai baht and the Malay* 
sian ringgit went intoireefaU. 
Some Britons have gone to 
Asia for winter sunshine holi¬ 
days and bought houses on 
impulse because they can cost 
only £8,000. 

Visitors to Malaysia are 
seeing their money go nearly 
twice as far. The pound buys 
&28 ringgits instead of 3.96 a 
year ago. The economic 
downturn is forcing Far East¬ 
ern countries to fry hard to 
entice visitors. A 14-night holi¬ 
day at the five-star Pelangi 
Beach, Langkawi, is on offer at 
£599 per person, a saving of 
£336. American Express, com¬ 
paring exchange rales with a 
year ago, says that the pound 
has gained 15 per cent on the 
Portuguese escudo and 14 per 
cent trn the Dutch guilder. 

Jackie Gibson of the Associ¬ 
ation of British Travel Agents 
said: “As ever, the most popu¬ 
lar destinations will be Major¬ 
ca and the Canary Islands, as 
well as the classic cities such 
as Dublin. Paris and Amster¬ 
dam." France will be the 
favourite for those simpfy 
wanting a spending spree. 

The US dollar is one curren¬ 
cy against which the pound 
lias gained little and demand 
for trips to America has in¬ 
creased by only! per cem. 

Travel Weekend pages 25-35 





For sterling shoppers. New York sells the cheapest Levi 
501 s and Oshkosh baby dungarees (above and fop right): 
Bangkok is best for the All Saints CD and Big Mac; go 
to Rome for a Benetton v-neck jumper (bottom right) 
and Berlin for Gucci'S Envy perfume (bottom centre). 
But don't look out for Body Shop eye gel in Thailand 
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WHERE TO FIND THE BEST PRICES 
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Posthouse 

Perfect for femlffes tooting far a 
relaxed, informal atmosphere. 
ChJkiren under 16 stay free* ard 
many hotels have their own ietsure 
dubs, complete wKh swimming pooL 
ideally placed for easy access to the 
UK's most popular attractions. 


Aberdeen *** 

Ahreston *** 

Ashford 

Aylesbury *** 

BasBdon *•* 

Basingstoke 2 s 

Bcsdey ** 
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Birmingham Airport 
Birmingham Cty *** 
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Cardiff 

Cardiff Ofy *2 
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Coventry* CBrenvy Hill Hotel W 
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Derby/Burton 

Dover ^ 

DubBn Airport *2? 
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PER PERSON PER NIGHT BASED ON 
TWO PEOPLE SHARING ROOM ONLY 

Offer available from 9th - 19th April 1998. 




Fereham 

rMid jot uu oh 

® as9W "^! 0rt JS 

s 

Gtouwter 2s 

Grimsby rr 

GuWfefd 

Havant £AS 

HaydtK* 2 | 

Hemd Hempstead 
HighWymnbe ^ 

HUB 7Z 

Hul, "* rin * MS 
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leods/BradtOfd 

Leeds/Sdby 2s 

Leicester £45 

Una*) , £45 
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London Btoornsbury 
London KeiW»9 ton £65 

mndnn BegerA's Wrk 
louden Gatwkfc *5 

London HeBttwow ^ 

Luton" Luton Gstewiy ^ 

Maidstone £45 

Manchester mc 

M uto M T Airport 

of the Posthouse or 


Last minute bookings at over 130 Posthouse 
and Heritage hotels dotted throughout the UK. 

Enjoy the combination of quality 
accommodation and friendly service, that makes 
Forte a favourite with families and couples 
alike. There is a limited number of rooms 
available at these rates, so book NOW’ 


**?*• _ £45 

Hc ttfngtowo g^ ^ stratfurd^Htewn 

UfolMflhwPofly tiirMiin 

PetwiwBugh £45 Swindon 

rtynWOPI^. £4S tt wW 
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-Heritage 

Looted In som* of Britain's most 
beautiful and historic settings, 
each Heritage hotel b individual in 
style, architecture and cubing 
yet all offer the same high leveb of 
treditJoruJ hospitality that make 
Heritage the perfect escape. 


Abingdon The Upper Reedies £45 
Altriston The Scar Inn £45 

Amenham the Crown £45 

Ascot The Bcrystsde £4S 

Banbury WhawtyHal £*S 

Bath The Sadi Spa £45 

Bath TheFrends £45 

B iar kpo o l The imperial £45 

Bos MB Burfort Bridge £45 

Brendon The Brendon Hal £45 
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Brnl w w 7T»eBush MS 
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Seutbmfl The Saracen’s Head £45 
St Andrews RusadtsHad £45 
Staines Thames lodge £45 

IttitfrnlrpBnAran Abo»Manar £45 
WfcuhpMf ThaSidepe** £45 
IfiBtfenf The Bel £45 

Tonjuay The imperial £45 

Mliwatcr lowing House £45 

Wl achest t r TheWess® £45 

MadcnBere the Old England £45 
Htatbor The Castle £45 

Woodbtodt The Bear Hotel £45 
v m r The Manor £45 
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Crime record poses 

threat to New Deal 

Up to 60,000 in jobless group are ex-offenders, writes Nicholas Wood 


HIGH levels of crime and 
drug abuse among the young 
jobless threaten the success of 
Gordon Brown's £3.2 billion 
New Deal Welfare to Work 
programme, which wifi tw 
launched nationwide next 
week. Up to 50 per cent of the 
inidal target group of 118,000 
IS to 24-year-ofds out of work 
for more than six months have 
a criminal record, according 
to Employment Service 
figures. 

A big drop in youth unem¬ 
ployment over the last five 
years has meant that many of 
those left on the dole are 
bordering on the unemploy¬ 
able. Moreover, business lead¬ 
ers are warning that, with 
unemployment set to rise later 
in the year, many of this 
“hard to place" group will fail 
to get subsidised six-month 
jobs with private firms. 

They are predicting that 
thousands of young job seek¬ 
ers will be diverted into other, 
less attractive options in the 
scheme — the environmental 
taskforce, working for chari¬ 
ties or full-time education and 
training. Spending per head 
on the New Deal group will be 
up to E4.000 a year. 

The warnings are backed up 
by employment experts, who 
are urging ministers to ex¬ 
pand special remedial pro¬ 
grammes for ex-offenders and 
drug abusers during the four- 
month induction or "Gate¬ 
way" period. 

An estimate prepared by the 
South Yorkshire Probation 
Service for the New Deal plan 
in Rotherham suggests that 
more than 50 per cent of the 
target group are offenders or 
ex-offenders. Probation Ser¬ 
vice sources put the national 


OUT OP WORK 

1 18-24 year olds 
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I COURSE 

b Up to four months 
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JOB 

(subsidised) 
sa months 


ENVIRONMENT 

TASKFORCE 
(eg clearing 
derelict land) 
six months 


VOLUNTARY 
SECTOR 
(eg helping old 
people) 
six months 


EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING 

I (eg learning a 
trade) 

twelve months 


WORK OR WELFARE 


figure at around 40 per cent 
These figures are backed up 
by Home Office statistics 
showing that 20 per cent of 
young people have a criminal 
conviction by the age of 24. 
Levels of offending among the 
New Deal target group are 
thought to be higher than for 
the population as a whole. 

In January, 12 New Deal 
pilot schemes were launched 
in areas including Sheffield 
and Rotherham, South Derby¬ 
shire. Newcastle and Gates¬ 
head. and Swansea. 

Ruth Lea. head of policy for 
the Institute of Directors, said 


that she feared for the success 
of the scheme. An IOD survey 
had found that 73 per cent of 
its members were worried 
about the potentially "unsuit¬ 
able nature" of New Deal 
candidates. Dr Lea added: 
“You cannot spend your time 
as a hard-prebed managing 
director of a small firm keep¬ 
ing your eye all the time on 
new people. If people are light- 
fingered, then that would be 
very difficult to get over." 

John PhilpotL director of the 
Employment Policy Institute 
and author of a report this 
week with the Prince’s Trust 


on the New Deal, said: “Small 
and medium-sized employers 
may think twice about taking 
on somebody [with a criminal 
record]. Ultimately, these sorts 
of employers hold the key as to 
whether tbis will be 
successful.” 

Mike Ward, director erf the 
Manchester think-tank, the 
Centre for Local Economic 
Strategies, said that the fall in 
youth employment — dawn 
from around 400.000 five 
years ago — had left a hard 
core of young jobless with 
multiple disadvantages. He 
backed Mr Philpoa in urging 
ministers to spend more on 
projects designed to rehabili¬ 
tate drug users and offenders. 

New Deal organisers in 
Sheffield are running special 
L3week schemes to help drug 
users and ex-offenders. They 
have budgeted for 180 ex¬ 
offenders told 200 drug users, 
although the scheme's manag¬ 
ers believe that the true num¬ 
bers are higher. 

Experts are also worried 
about the reluctance of the 
Employment Service to in¬ 
form employers if a candidate 
had a criminal record. Offici¬ 
als in Sheffield and Rother¬ 
ham said that they would seek 
the applicants permission be¬ 
fore telling an employer that 
he had a criminal record. 

Leading article, page 23 
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Lee Jackson. 23, who is awaiting trial, enjoying his New Deal placement 


How job scheme can help those in trouble 


1980 1985 1990 1995 


By Nicholas Wood 

LEE JACKSON and Mark O'Leary, a 
convicted burglar, typify the problems 
faced by those running die New Deal. 

Mr Jackson. 23. has been in and out 
of work since leaving a Sheffield 
comprehensive at 16 with four higher- 
grade GCSEs. He is shortly to stand 
trial charged with causing grievous 
bodily harm after a late-night fight in 
the dpt centre. He denies the charge, 
claiming self-defence in an incident 
that took place several months before 
he obtained his E150-a-week New Deal 
job with AMK Fence-In. 

He is enjoying being off the dole: “I 
need a bit of motivation, but 1 don't 
want to sit about all day doing nowt” 
His boss. Andrew Kynoch. is re¬ 
laxed about the scrap. "You can get 


into a fight any tune." be said. But be 
would be worried about taking on 
someone with a record of theft, not 
least because his gangs of fence- 
erectors work on wealthy properties. 

Nor is he impressed by the overall 
quality of New Deal candidates. He 
has taken on five since January; three 
walked out within days, one because it 
was raining. "To be honest they are 
useless. They have got this cushion 
behind than: they can drop out and 
get the [dolej money.’* 

By the age of 13. Mr O’Leary (not his 
real name) was skipping lessons at his 
South Yorkshire comprehensive and 
sniffing glue He left school at 16 with 
one higher-grade GCSE and began a 
YTS job at a smart clothes shop in 
Sheffield. It lasted a year. He was 
sacked for lateness and lost bis other 


job on a milk-round when £300 
disappeared from the takings. 

By now Mr O’Leary had a drugs 
problem and was stealing, even from 
his mother’s purse, to fund his habit 
"I started off on cannab is. I worked 
my way to amphetamines, to LSD. to 
Ecstasy, to crack cocaine, to heroin. 
You have to rob to fund your habit I 
was stealing everything 1 could. I was 
breaking into houses. My girlfriend 
warned me *You will end up in jail.*" 
But first came a caution, then a 
conditional discharge, then a fine next 
community service and finally proba¬ 
tion. One night the police were 
waiting outside when he fled a bouse 
after disturbing the occupant 
At 20, Mr O’Leary was convicted of 
aggravated burglary and sentenced to 
three years. He gave up heroin, in 


prison because he could not afford it 
He set about changing his life. 

"You have a lot of time to think in 
jail I realised that I was on the wrong 
path. I knew 1 could do better. 1 tried 
to be a show-off. but 1 am not one." 

Mr O’Leary joined New Deal 
almost as soon as be was released in 
January. He told his personal adviser 
that he wanted to be "one of those who 
stay out [ofjail] forever' - . At the second 
attempt he secured a job with an 
engineering firm. He is paid £150 a 
week; tbe company receives a subsidy 
of £60 a week for six months. 

Mr O'Leary, 22. who is living with 
his mother, is enjoying life because be 
at last has the satisfaction of paying 
his own way. His personnel manager 
said: "We are happy to accept that the 
past is past so long as you doyoorjob-" 



Courtroom 
of Dickens * ipj 
and Wilde V 
sentenced j 
to closure 



Kynoch; said some 
recruits walked out 


By Alan Hamilton 

CHARLES DICKENS was a 
reporter there, Napoleon ni a 
witness in a fraud case and 
Oscar Wilde a defendant in 
the libel case that brought 
about his downfall But yester¬ 
day. after more than 200 
years, one of the country’s 
oldest and best-known courts 
heard its last case. . 

Marlborough Street Magis¬ 
trates’ Court, tucked behind 
Regent Street in Central 
London, has been found guilty 
of inefficiency and sentenced 
to closure, its carnival of 
colourful cases transferred to 
larger, more cost-effective 
courts. 

Its last two stipendiary mag¬ 
istrates , Daphne Wickham 
and Timothy Workman, said 
in a statement as they left the 
bench for the last time: “We 
regret that it has beat neces¬ 
sary to close this historic 
court." Joyce Gubbay, deputy 
chief clerk at Marlborough 
Street for the past 21 years, 
said: "We are all very upset 
that this beautiful old court is 
closing." 

Marlborough Street was 
opened in 1795. A more recent 
procession Of arrnsftri has 
included Soho vice kings or the 
Fifties and Sixties, the Rolling 
Stone Brian Jones on drugs 
charges, anti-poll tax rioters of 
the 1990s, as well as a remark¬ 
ably international array of 
shoplifters forever being 
caught in Oxford Street 

In the Seventies, the court 
was presided over by the 
urbane St John Harms worth. 
He was so understanding 
towards the Soho call girls 
who constantly came up be¬ 
fore him that on the day of his 
retirement they showered 
him with good-hack cards. He 
responded by writing off all 
their outstanding fines. 

The same quality of mercy 
was evident when Miss 
Wickham dealt with her last 
case yesterday, a-crop-haired, 
tracksuited Mark . Gavin 
Jones, on the eve of his 
birthday, accused of shoplift¬ 
ing in Oxford SlreeL 

“Tomorrow you are 21 and 
you are going to start a new 
life," she said. “We are also ail 
going to start a new life 
tomorrow, because this court 
is closing." She gave him an 
-j absolute discharge. 
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VALERIE GROVE MEETS: SIR DEREK HORNBY 

Seamless rise of a rail knight 


T his is the worst day of my 
career" declared Sir 
Derek Hornby, it was 
January 29. when John 
Prescott threatened that the State 
would rake over Eurostar unless 
London and Continental Railways 
could resurrect their £5.4 billion 
high-speed Channel Tunnel rail 
link within a month. A fraught two 
months ensued while deals were 
thrashed out, relieved for Sir Derek 
only by a weekend at the Gazelle 
d'Or in Morocco. Now it transpires 
that the rail link will be built after 
aOJ — but without Sir Derek in the 
engine-driver's seat 
Sir Derek, known as “Dublo" at 
school, though he never possessed 
a Homby train set. desperately 
wanted to see this project through 
But he decided to ga he said, 
pouring a glass of chardonnay 
because “we took a fair bit of Oak 
personally, so it's best to acknowl¬ 
edge that by stepping down”. 

Sir Derek, as well as being father 
and father-in-law to two bestselling 
novelists — Nick Homby and 
Robert Harris — has hitherto 
seemed to glide seamlessly through 
life in the upper echelons of 
management from Mobil Oil to 
Rank Xerox, switching boardrooms 
when headhunted, being the sort of 
chap that other chaps want in the 
chair. (Good brain, genial manner, 
and can charm birds out of trees.) 
But he was not bom into this milieu 
of prosperous suits. He was eldest 
of five children of a soldier who was 
killed in 1942 when Derek was 12. 
His mother's widow's pension was 
meagre; his youngest brother was 
only six; he took a job as a 
greengrocer's errand boy so he 
could take his mother to the 
pictures. The family rallied in the 
working-class way. and Derek 
went to live with his grandmother a 
mile away. “An amazing woman. 
She could barely read, and my 
grandfather had never worked 
since the Battle of the Somme, so 
she had no money, but gave away 
all she had." 

His life was changed by the 
Fleming Report — the public 
schools’ pre-emptive strike against 
the forthcoming Labour govern¬ 
ment — under which clever boys 
from humble homes were offered, 
places at public schools instead of 
good old Bournemouth Grammar. 
Young Derek was picked, with 
seven others, to go to Canford 
School, which recently revitalised 
its finances by selling, for £7 mil¬ 
lion. a 3,000-year-old Assyrian bas- 
relief dial had hung in the tuck- 
shop for decades. 


T he grammar boys were 
known at first as “the 
oiks". “We were all 
'Ampshire lads." says Sir 
Derek. “Talked a bit loik that 
Accent distinctions were- much 
mare pronounced than they are 
today.” But the lads were good at 
cricket, and by the time they were 
watching the D-Day armada from 
Canford Cliffs they were indistin¬ 
guishable from the tofts. “But I am 
desperately ashamed to say I did 
make excuses for friends not to 
come to see me at home in our two- 
up, one-down.” 

Forty years later, his second wife, 
the BBC radio reporter Sonia 
Bees ley, did a Radio 4 programme 
on the Fleming Report, and the 
eight Fleming boys were reunited 
for the first time since 1948. All had, 
like Sir Derek, prospered (one is the 
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Littlewood 
satire still 
shows its 
deadly aim 


Sir Derek Homby: Hfe changed when he won a place for boys from humble homes at public school. “We were all ’Ampshire lads,” he said. “Talked a bit loik that” 


diplomat Brian Rose) and become 
pillars of society. His traineeship 
for a life in the chair began with 
Mars at Slough, with its distinctive 
American management style. 

“British industry in 1955 was very 
stratified: workers docked in at 
eight, derks at nine; directors at 
ten. Separate dining-rooms and all 
that But at Mars, everyone wore 
the same white coats and started 
early, everyone knew what e very- 
one else-was ami wben M 

- hit another million turnover every¬ 
one got,a; pay rise-AH very logical 
toid defensible." : 

One day, Forrest Mars himself 
arrived (at 730 am) and at once told 
Homby to get tire swing door 
removed from his office. “He said, 
"You have 600 people working out 
there. If they're upset about any¬ 
thing, 1 don’t want them having to 
make appointments or come 
through swing doors, to see you. 
People say l*m anti-union. l*m not 
anti-union; I’m anti-management 
dial makes a union necessary*." 

But the long hours finished off 
his first marriage. “It wasn’t good 
for wives and families." Homby 
left his wile and children for Sonia, 
and started a new family. He was 
headhunted by Texas Instruments, 
which sent diem to Antibes, then to 
New York, where Sonia covered 
Watergate for the Today pro¬ 


gramme. “We were living in Con¬ 
necticut when the ice storm hap¬ 
pened—as in die film. One Sunday 
afternoon of gentle warm rain, 
suddenly the temperature dropped 
20 degrees in an hour. And ice 
started falling, and you heard this 
cracking, as trees fell, and we were 
cut off. and all the lah- 
di-dah residents of 
Fkirfield County had 
to have the Salvation 
Army bring them 
soup.”" I am struck by • 
die realisation that 
Sir Derek lost his- 
father at 12, left his 
own family when 
Nick was 12, and that 
Nick’s new novel. 

About A Bay, centres 
on Marcus, a 12-year- 
old boy with a single¬ 
parent mother.*But 
have you read the end? It really 
concludes that you can’t rely too 
much on the nuclear family. Life is 
about networks and other relation¬ 
ships, not necessarily a tight-knit 
family.” His ex-wife, he says, was 
marvellous: she would get up at 
dawn to drive to London from 
Maidenhead so that Nick could 
carry watching Arsenal, where his 
father had first taken him. Both 
children did well at their grammar 
schools. Nick went to Cambridge, 


GDI to Oxford. “But they were 
indivisible, they were so close. 
Although they went in quite opp¬ 
osite directions: Nick wavered be¬ 
tween the Workers’ Revolutionary 
Party and the Communist Party, 
while Gill’s friends were all called 
Giles or Ruperr or Clarissa.” And 
Nick still mangles his 
vowels (“He always 
said, ’Allow, dad'") 
while Gill — as Nick 
notes in Fever Pitch — 
“talks like the Duch¬ 
ess of Devonshire". 
Until he wrote Fever 

Pitch, Nick scraped 
by on Che impover¬ 
ished literary fringes. 
Sir Derek has 
watched in amuse¬ 
ment as his children 
deal with their explo¬ 
sions of bestseller 
money. While Gill and Robert 
Harris took to rural splendour in 
an old rectory in Berkshire, Nick 
has remained opposite Arsenal, 
regarding the shires as alien terri¬ 
tory. Robert drives a Jag and lives 
like a squire: Nick does not drive, 
and takes the Piccadilly Line. Do 
they ask his advice about invest¬ 
ments? “Nick said to me, “Well 
Dad. 1 just shove it all in the 
building society'." His second fam¬ 
ily is also flourishing: Jonathan in 


advertising, Victoria working for 
Romanian orphanages. Father¬ 
hood has become grandfatherhood. 
Danny Homby. Nick's autistic son, 
is "a lovely, good-natured child” 
although die strain of looking after 
him has caused Nick and lus wife 
Virginia to live apart — only three 
doors apart, as they share his care 
and dine together every night 

I n 1994 Sir Derek saw the 
London and Continental 
Railways consortium 
through 18 months of tense 
bidding. Their first catastrophic 
setback was the fire in the tunnel. 
“It was the first anniversary of the 
Eurostar train. Michael Heseltine 
was coming to cut the cake, when I 
had a phone call at 3am. We 
thought it inappropriate.” he says, 
“to have cakes and champagne." 
The train was grounded from 
November to June, which put paid 
to any possibility of a flotation. 

On the day of Prescott's threat fl 
liked Prescott." he says. “Very 
straight, understood his brief, 
tough without being aggressive”) 
Sir Derek was in a gloomy state. 
Press comment had been harsh. 
Could he face his evening engage¬ 
ment at a dinner in Gray’s Inn? 
“But I went along — and nobody 
seemed to know anything about it 
the High Court judge sitting next to 
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Oh What A 
Lovely War 


I t is 35 years since Joan 
Littlewood had what her mem¬ 
oirs call "a mad idea”. She 
wanted her Theatre Workshop to 
put on a play about the First World 
War. The cast would sing songs of 
the era and interpolate news clips 
— but would that be enough? 
“Stop." she suddenly said. “The 
war is a pierrot show, it’s the right 
period and, after all. war is for 
clowns." 

The show she and her actors 
improvised was a terrific success in 
1963, but it has not had a major 
revival until now, leaving some of 
us to wonder if time, growing 
cynicism about authority and patri¬ 
otism, Python-style humour and 
many other factors had combined 
to date it. 

After all. to suggest that Haig 
was a Bible-thumping blimp from 
the Cleese-Chapman bestiary is a 
lot less shocking in 199S than it 
would have been to an audience 
whose near relatives he had sent to 
-.. their deaths. So has the National 

} Theatre squandered its resources 

by dispatching Fiona Laird's ener¬ 
getic and versatile sub-company on 
*>-; tour in a big top that Littlewood, 

who dreamt of a Ftin Palace for the 
I-::;. people, would have loved? 

' . After some hesitant moments in 

. .. Milton Keynes, not wholly the 

v .’ ' : .V result of having reached the tent via 

a glass and concrete rownscape that 
;i-. w appeared to have been neutron- 

” • *.• vV bombed. I felt that, no. it hadn’t 

T • The jokey build-up to the outbreak 

l of war is ponderous and, when h 

. \ \ deals with international politics. 

V \ inscrutable. A scene involving 

i . - black-bearded spies in Sarajevo 

“Talked a bit loik that” reminds you how slack and silly 

littlewood could be. But when she 
me said, ‘I'm told you’re something starts putting her celebratory style 

to do with the railways. Gan you do to grim satiric purposes, and adds 

anything about my train from blunt historical facts, you cannot 
Guildford? It'S 10 minutes late dismiss her as some over-the-hill 
every day.* It was so refreshing. I subversive, 
realised then it was not the end of A hilarious scene, involving a 
the world." sort of phallic drill conducted by an 

This week, when he will proba- incomprehensible sergeant-major. 
Wy be replaced by John Neerhouu turns serious with the yelling of 
the American engineer whose skills “kill" and bayoneting. Frenchmen 

saw the Channel Tunnel built in walk into battle baaing, just to 
the first place. Sir Derek will be demonstrate they are lambs going 
packing up his office, taking down to the slaughter. Hymns are traves- 

the photographs of his racehorse . tied — “Forward Joe Soap’s army" 
winning at Ludlow, of Anthony ‘ — and chauvinist songs sung. Haig 
Quayle (Sir Derek is chairman of declares that trench warfare must 
Compass Theatre) and of the win the war, since population 

Midland Hotel at St Part eras, differences mean that the Germans 

which when restored will be Brit- will end with 5,000 men and he 
ain’s most-splendid railway hotel, with 10,000. An electric tape reports 

He is sad nor to see that through: the results Df the Somme: 1332,000 
but he has two more pics to chair, men lost for a gain of nil. 
and besides, he is addicted to fife at Littlewood sometimes betrays 

Badgers Farm in Warwickshire, to her background in communist 
playing real tennis, and to cooking, agitprop, for instance with a scene 

Today you might see Sir Derek in in which grouse-shooting capital¬ 
ize butcher's in Shipston-on-Stour ists conspire against an unprofit- 
buying a leg of lamb, which he will able peace. But when you hear our 
cook with flageolets for the actor boys and the Germans exchanging 
John Woodvine. It was his grand- carols and gifts across the trenches, 
mother who taught him to cook, or listen to the letters both sides 
“When 1 tasted blanquette de veau sent home, you forger all that. What 
in France for the first time. I matters is the human waste and the 
realised that it was Granny Pardy"s military myopia, and Lovely War 
veal stew." still leaves you lamenting both. 

Book review: Metro, page 16 BENEDICT NIGHTINGALE 
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Censure art, 
but don’t 
censor it 

Should we defend or deplore 
‘body art? asks Anthony Julius 


S uddenly bodies pe 
news. Nor whole bodies, 
but pans of them: limbs, 
torsos, heads. We are not 
concerned with a political 
scandal — the parts aren't 
moving ones. It’s an art scan¬ 
dal. But its not about pornog¬ 
raphy, as we might expect 
from this subject matter. 

A sculptor. Anthony-Noel 
Kelly, has been found guilty of 
stealing body parts from 
which he made casts Wore 
burying the remains. But 
when his silver-gilded sculp¬ 
tures were publicly exhibited 
they were brought to the 
attention of Her Majesty's 
inspector of Anatomy, and 
then the police. 

The body parts, obtained 
from the Royal College of 
Surgeons, had been there for 
some time. Neither their origi¬ 
nal nor their new owners had 
any use for them any more. 
The prosecutor insisted on the 
trial's opening day that the 
case was not about art. nor 
even about outraging public 
decency. It was just he said, 
about theft. He was wrong. 
Theft was the least of it. 

As a defendant, Mr Kelly 
was of little interest. It is only 
as an artist — or someone who 
claimed the privileges and 
status of the artist — that he is 
intriguing. And in¬ 
deed" he insisted 
that he was an art¬ 
ist. He defended 
himself in a series of 
interviews, saying: 

“1 have never made 
any money from 
this. This is about 
art." It is a different 
kind of defence 
from the one de¬ 
ployed in court: the uses to 
which the body parts are put is 
irrelevant to whether an of¬ 
fence has been committed. 

The case raised questions 
which the jury’s verdict has 
not solved. To begin with, one 
might ask whether the Anato¬ 
my Act's discrimination in 
favour of medical research 
and against tile use by artists 
of cadavers is justifiable. The 
Act recognises as legitimate a 
person's wish for his or her 
body to be used for anatomical 
examination. Yet if anyone, 
during his last illness and in 
the presence of two witnesses, 
expressed the wish that his 
body be left to Mr Kelly or any 
other artist, the Act would not 
permit it 

This seems objectionable for 
at least two reasons. First, why 
shouldn't a person be free — 
public health considerations 
allowing — to dispose of his 
own body as he wishes? If he 
chooses to perpetuate his exis¬ 
tence as a work of art, then 
why not? Who would not 
prefer to gaze out at respectful 
gallery audiences than gaze up 
at gagging first-year medical 
students? 

Secondly, the Anatomy Act's 
prejudice against art and in 
favour of science exhibits a 
disregard for the claims of art. 
and artistic endeavour. The 
Act is philistine. It permits 
anatomical examinations only 
when undertaken in the 
course of teaching, studying, 
or researching into, morpholo¬ 


gy. If Leonardo da Vinci were 
alive and working in England 
today, he too might be at risk 
of prosecution under the Act, 
as might Michelangelo, Geri- 
cault. Holbein, or Caravaggio. 
All studied the limbs and 
musculature of the dead. Mr 
Kelly has even been compared 
to Leonardo, praised as “a 
serious medical artist of con¬ 
siderable talent". 

The human body has been 
an object of artists' attention 
since murals decorated our 
first dwelling places. If we 
want an. rather than kitsch, 
we have to let artists take risks 
— with their subjects, as well 
as with our sensibilities. 

Against these arguments, 
consider the following. Re¬ 
spect for rlie dead is a neces¬ 
sary piety: if we cannot respect 
the dead, what prospect is 
there for teaching respect for 
the living? The violence done 
to corpses is often an aspect of 
the horror of war. Atrocities of 
the kind depicted by Goya are 
deeply dismaying. They 
should not be regarded as 
providing opportunities for 
“shock art". They are degrad¬ 
ed when they are treated 
merely as the means to some 
greater — though ultimately 
dubious—aesthetic end. Art of 
this kind calls into question its 
own credentials. 

As in war. so in 
peace. And bodies 
should be left in 
peace. They should 
not become the 
playthings of artists 
(or anyone else). 

This sense that 
the dead have rights 
which artists may 
not violate is a pow¬ 
erful one. perhaps amounting 
to a taboo. It cannot be lightly 
dismissed. This explains the 
widespread disgust generated 
by the Chapman banhers' 
three-dimensional version of 
Goya s Great Deeds Against 
the Dead which was shown in 
the Royal Academy's Sensa¬ 
tion exhibition. And it ex¬ 
plains the readiness of the jury 
to convict the Canadian artist 
who exhibited a sculpture of a 
mannequin's head wearing 
earrings of freeze-dried hu¬ 
man foetuses. There is a sense 
that these art works violate 
their subjects, that they prey 
upon the dead, exploiting 
them in their passivity, their 
vulnerability. 

B ut the trouble with ar¬ 
guments of this kind is 
that although they may 
begin quite reasonably with a 
defence of decency, they in¬ 
variably end with a demand 
for the suppression of the 
offending art work, which is 
itself an indecency — as cen¬ 
sorship almost always is. 

So, one is left with a dilem¬ 
ma: regretting the existence of 
certain art works while resist¬ 
ing their suppression, endeav¬ 
ouring to censure without 
censoring. It’s a tricky line to 
walk, so we should all be 
grateful to Mr Kelly for giving 
us the opportunity to stay in 
practice. 

The author is a senior partner 
at Mishcon de Reya. 


There’s a 
sense that 
this art 
preys upon 
the dead 



An elegy for England 


T he BBC newsreader was 
specific. Disaster beckoned. 
When the nation's comput¬ 
ers reached the end of De¬ 
cember next year, they would treat 
the new year as if it were 1900 — not 
AD1000 or even AD 0. but 1900. The 
Prime Minister had declared a 
national emergency and. as is now 
the custom in our country, the 
corporation agreed. 

Tony Blair thus stood alone against 
every DOS-prompt virus, every 
mouse failure, every hacker's re¬ 
venge. He was Tony coeur de lion. 
marching to save Britain from the 
Armageddon of die nerds. Without 
him, jets would drop from the sky. 
kidney machines would default. 
poutet a I'estragon with sun-dried 
tomato would emerge raw from the 
oven. He pledged a new children's 
crusade in which 20.000 unemployed 
truants would become millennium 
bugbusters. Wearing Bless-you-Tony 
T-shirts, they would fan out from 
Downing Street, promising tearful 
grannies to fix their mainframes in 
an instant 

I took a different spin from the 
story. Was it conceivable that every 
computer could really “think it was 
1900"? Could these titans of the post¬ 
industrial Revolution truly reinstate 
the year of my dreams, with the 
added joy of computers in atten¬ 
dance? In that year. I have long 
believed, it was bliss to be alive. If 
1900 is indeed millennium bug-land. 
I was ready to give it a try. 

No century has been so monstrous¬ 
ly oversold as the 20th. Britain under 
Queen Victoria was Europe's most 
successful polity since the early 
Roman Empire. In just 70 years it 
discovered and bequeathed to us a 
complete rail network, internal com¬ 
bustion engines, gas and electricity, 
wireless telegraphy, anaesthetics, 
public sanitation, mass education, 
worker protection, full employment, 
imperial security and democracy. 
Our century, in comparison, has 
been an innovatory pygmy. Apart 
from world wars, atom bombs, 
deforestation and Channel S, its one 
life-enhancing invention has been the 
microchip computer. Yet it is precise¬ 
ly this invention that has apparently 
called a halt. We have so screwed up 
the past hundred years, it is saying, 
that we must start again. This is no 
virus. It is a message. 

I have recently completed a journey 
round England. I travelled from the 
South Coast across to the West 
Country, then up through the Welsh 


If only we could go back to 1900 and 
save our glimmering landscape 


Marches to Lancashire, across the 
northern Fennines and down the 
Great North Road to London. Even 
the most incorrigible chauvinist of 
the English landscape would find this 
a depressing experience. It would 
beggar the belief of a present-day 
Cobbett or Defoe. Whatever the 20th 
century had touched with its wand it 
has rendered drear, uniform and 
ugly. The only relief are those 
fragments of urban or rural scenery 
that are still recognisably pre-1900. 

The England of a hundred years 
ago still distinguished town from 
country. The land was heavily popu¬ 
lated. with people using roads and 
lanes to get to and from fields or other 
places of work. The 
shoreline, apart 
from ports and re¬ 
sorts, was virgin. 

Towns and cities 
boasted their pres¬ 
ence with fine build¬ 
ings in which all 
citizens took pride. 

Above all, from re¬ 
gion to region, the 
texture of the land¬ 
scape and its settlement reflected 
local geology and building types, 
local history, culture and voice. 

This has almost all gone. Much 
was bound to disappear as farms 
depopulated and jobs sought new 
markets and needed new roads. But 
most of the degeneration results from 
a naive belief that the free-market 
tradition which created pre-1900 
England would continue to protea 
the landscape that every Briton 
professes to hold dear. The problem. 
as Mark Twain said, is that they 
don’t make country any more. It has 
vanished faster in the last quarter of 
the century than ever before (accord¬ 
ing to the Council for the Protection of 
Rural England). Land use planning 
under the Tories has been an 
unmitigated disaster, with urban 
areas left to rot and ministers 
ordering the colonisation of the 
countryside to “provide for new 
household formation". The totem of 
Thatcher’s Britain will not be the 
Falklands war. nor privatisation. It 
will be the “Georgian" estate in a 
field, the out-of-town shopping centre 
and a swirl of congested roadscape. 

The South Coast is now sprawl- 


with-pylons from Brighton almost to 
the mouth of the River Exe. A 
continuous carpet of bungalows and 
caravans is broken only by patches 
owned by the National Trust and the 
military. To the north, Bristol 
spreads towards Wales. Gloucester 
and Cheltenham are merging. The 
West Midlands is an uncontrolled 
cobweb of ribbon estates. The towns 
of the Pennine foothills have lost their 
visual drama amid glorious moor¬ 
land. You can drive from Merseyside 
m Leeds with scarcely a field or moor 
to interrupt the estates. These places 
are said to be frantic for tourists. 
Wigan even has a museum devoted to 
Wigan 1900! Yet the towns have been 
gutted of their 
Georgian and Vic¬ 
torian architecture 
and housing has 
scarred the sur¬ 
rounding country. 

Those responsi¬ 
ble for guarding 
Britain's landscape 
have, - 1 imagine, 
never - seen it 
wholescale. Rules 
that once encouraged builders to use 
local materials and local styles — 
standard practice on the Continent — 
have been given up. The MI corridor 
from South Yorkshire down past 
Nottingham." Derby. Leicester. 
Northampton and Bedfordshire is an 
almost continuous vista of out-of- 
town homes and shopping centres, 
all fluttering crude sales pennants. 
Hundreds of thousands of Beazer 
and Barratt homes splurge outwards, 
wherever farmers have sold land. 
Design is standardised. We now have 
“nationalised" houses, petrol sta¬ 
tions, road signs, fast-food outlets, 
hypermarkets, pylons. Settlement is 
no longer related to existing places of 
work or leisure. The collapse of 
planning means everyone must use a 
car. A dominant impression of my 
journey is that there is now hardly a 
road in England that in daylight 
hours is not a continuous stream of 
traffic. I refuse to accept this com¬ 
plaint as a nostalgic bourgeois falla¬ 
cy. England in 1900 was certainly 
poorer and its cities polluted and 
overcrowded. But so are modem 
cities: most are awful places, depress¬ 
ing beyond words. Their redeeming 


areas are invariably pre-1900: Albert 
Dock in Liverpool, St Anne’s Square 
and Ca5tlefields in Manchester, the 
canal corridor in Leeds, the Jewellery 
Quarter in Birmingham. Every in¬ 
ward investor and tourist cries the 
same, God save us from your 20th- 
century parts. Pre-1900 urban Britain 
could easily have been rendered 
attractive for modem living and 
working, forestalling the need of 
millions to flee to suburbs which are 
becoming as congested as were the 
towns. Go look at “modem" Luton. 
Leicester. Doncaster or Aylesbury. 

In every poll of what makes the 
English most proud of their nation, 
love of countryside comes top. Yet 
British planning still treats country¬ 
side as a patch of scenic delight as 
agriculture awaiting a building op¬ 
portunity. The England of the north 
Midlands. Lancashire and the West 
Riding will soon be “country" only in 
the Fennines and the Peak District 
National Parks. As we urbanise the 
country, we do not “ruralise” desert¬ 
ed towns. There is no way to put a 
price on the collective love of land¬ 
scape so as to resist encroachment. 
There can only be planning. 

T he few beacons in this wil¬ 
derness are the more pre¬ 
cious. Almost all are pre- 
1900: high streets of smaller 
towns and villages, country houses 
and estates. National Trust land, 
churches, hotels and pubs. These are 
not beloved only of middle-class 
tourists. They constitute a variety in 
our surroundings that is appreciated 
by all. They represent the lingering 
fragments of local identity supposed¬ 
ly crucial to the rebirth of commun¬ 
ity. They require protection through 
regulation, or we shall find we have 
lost en masse what we thought too 
trivial to save individually. 

The one feature of localism that 
survives is the most unlikely. You 
may enter any standardised hotel, 
petrol station, chainstore or pub and 
you will have no due where in Britain 
you are — until you hear a voice. 
Nothing should be so vulnerable to 
mobility as regional accent Yet the 
burr of the West Country, the twang 
of the Midlands, the nasal whine of 
the North West the swallowed 
Viking vowels of the Geordie. all 
survive. I must condude that behind 
all these accents is that insistent 
computer bug. warning us of our 
20 th-century errors and demanding, 
on pain of catastrophe, that we “go 
back to 1900". 



A lunatic 
algebra 
of love 

Andrew Miller on 


the ravages of the 
modem relationship 

F irst love should be legislated 
for. like free dental check-ups 
and milk at morning break. It 
is a kind of Eden; a morning of 
blissful surprise. No one has ever 
kissed so passionately at a bus stop, 
or stared so solemnly into another's 
eyes. Then fiercely, or with a distant 
hissing, it ends. 

We imagine that the next time we 
can begin again from zero: but we 
have already exchanged Innocence 
for History. The moment we embark 
on our second affair a kind of lunatic 
algebra comes into play. Our latest 
amour is seven to the power of X 
times more complicated than the one 
before. From then on. we are in a 
state of permanent recovery, each 
new relationship a continuation of an 
earlier one by other means; the new 
passion rearing from the bones of the 
old. By 20 we are already racked by 
nostalgia. This is the sort of situation 
on which the dramatist Patrick I J ! 
Marber feeds in Closer . which 
opened this week in the West End. 

The play has been hailed as a Private 
Lives of the late 1990s. 

Confronted by each other’s pasts, 
affairs become' a matter of large 
acceptances, a willingness to share 
the bed with a dozen ghosts on either 
side; old lovers, dead parent, abu¬ 
sive or beloved teachers. There is a 
comedy in this of course, an edgy 
farce, as we struggle to dislocate the 
mind’s jaw and swallow the good 
with the bad: her charming shoplift¬ 
ing sprees, the rather harder to follow 
four-in-a-bed romp with her father's 
bridge partners. 

If we could only learn to take each 
other at face value. Why do we need 
to know so much? The impulse is *v 
masochistic. Years ago I read a * 
girlfriend’s diary. It was a foolish and 
unpardonable thing to do (though 
why exactly do people leave their 
private diaries in full view?). All 1 
learnt was that what she felt for me 
she had felt before for other men. 
Why should this be so shocking? But 
it was. To pursue relentlessly the sub¬ 
plots of a loved one's life is to poke 
about in a Bluebeard's cellar. Like¬ 
wise. the compulsive need to confess, 
constantly to disinter our ghastly 
secrets, is a violence akin to flicking 
rubber-bands at someone’s face. 

But in the end do we acquire a taste 
for each others baggage? After all. 
some people's baggage Ls the most 
interesting part of them. Their lack of 
innocence is precisely what seduces 
us. And there are those — it remains 
something of a male prerogative — 
who wear experience like an expen¬ 
sive coat, who flaunt the old used life 
in them. A man’s face is apparently 
enhanced by wrinkles — where 
would Beckett or Auden have been 
without them? But women have 
creams with which they practise a 
kind of physical self-censorship, eras- n 
ing the signs of their pasL 
It is tempting to conclude that what 
saves us — and keeps dramatists like 
Patrick Marber in work — is our 
capacity to be attracted to another 
person’s damage. If so, then this is 
one of our more graceful perversions 
and not entirely pathological because 
it calls out of us our compassion, like 
old campaigners we stand around 
and admire one another's wounds; 
the entry, the exit. And the story 
behind the scars does not matter, 
perhaps, as much as the scars 
themselves, those banners of our 
unlikely persistence, and proof, if 
proof were needed, not just of our 
vulnerability, but of how astonishing¬ 
ly tough we are. 

Andrew Miller's second novel Casa¬ 
nova will be published in September. 


Editor’s exit 

WHILE lan Hargreaves settles down this weekend to life after the New 
Statesman, media types are pondering the reasons for liis sudden 
departure from the magazine for the cerebral Left He resigned as Editor 
on Thursday, citing Sir Norman Fowler-like personal reasons. But 
insiders speculate that the departure of Hargreaves (below left) is more 
likely to be linked to the States¬ 
man's ownership. Geoffrey Robin¬ 
son. the Paymaster General (right), 
who is mired in allegations about 
his business interests and faces a 
Commons inquiry, bought the 
journal for about £500,000 in 19% 
and appointed Hargreaves a 
month later. 

The two seemed to be working 
well together until controversy 
erupted in fate autumn about 
Robinson's offshore trusts and. last 
February, about his failure to 
declare directorships to the Com¬ 
mons. Unlike the rest of the media, 
the New Statesman remained reti¬ 
cent about the affair. Hargreaves's 
departure. I gather, was mainly a 
reflection of his frustration at being 



unable to cover the story. Robinson 
may also have had his own reasons 
for not enticing Hargreaves to stay: 
the editor was hired on a £100.000- 
pius salary, but Statesman's circu¬ 
lation had levelled at a puny 
24.000. I cannot wait to read next 
week’s edition. 
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• TO CARLTON House Terrace, 
for the launch of Sex at Work by 
the Industrial Society. The inten¬ 
tion is to remind office-dwellers 
that “passion is wonderful, but so is 
promotion". Thankfully, the soci¬ 
ety’s neighbour at No I Carlton 
Gardens, Robin Cook , needs no 
reminding, and will receive a copy 
of the book as a present when he 
marries his diary secretary, 
Gaynor Regan, this month. 


Nice try 

HAS Llew Smith emerged as the 
most toadying MP in the Labour 
Party? After Tony Blair’s diktat that 
ministers should politely decline 
free hospitality at this summer’s 
World Cup. the member for Blae¬ 
nau Gwent has gone one step fur¬ 
ther. Smith was invited by the 
Welsh Rugby Union to tomorrow’s 
match between Wales and France. 
It all sounded very agreeable: 
lunch in the Wembley banqueting 
hall. VIP seats for the match and a 
post-match tea. 

Not only did the Welsh MP de- 
dinc the invitation, but he also im¬ 
posed an extraordinary demand on 
his hosts, “f told the union that f 
had a number of unemployed con¬ 
stituents who would greatly enjoy 
this beanfeast.” he tells me. “I also 
suggested it could throw in a few 
train tickets for them." Under¬ 
standably. the union seems not to 
have been persuaded and has yet to 
respond to Smith’s request. 

• LORD Mason of Barnsley, a del¬ 
icate sort, has a complaint: passive 
perfume. The fragrant wafts from 



DIARY 


JASPER GERARD 


his female colleagues in the Lords 
are getting up his nose. The cul¬ 
prits? Baronesses Jay (pictured). 
Blackstone. Symons. Hollis and 
Hayman. “lam impressed with the 
ability of our fronlbench team, es¬ 
pecially with its fair sprinkling of 
ladies." says Mason, more of a son 
of toil than a parfumiere. “But 



when three of our baronesses are 
together, those of us down wind feel 
we are living in a perfumery. Is pas¬ 
sive perfume harmful ?" 


Target Archer 

ONE man is happy to see Lord Ar¬ 
cher of Weston-super-Mare gear¬ 
ing up for the London mayoralty. 
Michael Crick's pacy biography of 
Archer. Stranger Than Fiction, is 
flying off the shelves as political ri¬ 
vals and journalists ready them¬ 
selves for the campaign. The text 
has unrelenting details of Archer’s 
colourful career and his “talent for 
inaccurate preris". 

“I’m glad to hear it." says Crick, 
when told about the book's re¬ 
newed success. “There are a few 
tilings he has to dear up. I would 
particularly like him to explain 
what he was doing in the 1960s tell¬ 
ing people that he got a degree from 
an American University when he 
was on a body-building course." 
Worse news follows: Crick will 
stalk him with a Newsnight film 
crew during the campaign. 

• WATCH out. Barry Norman. 
James Cameron, the Oscar-win¬ 
ning director of Titanic, has film 
critics in his sights. After a dispar¬ 
aging notice in the Los Angeles 
Tunes he wrote to Kenneth Turan , 
the reviewer, to accuse him of "sim¬ 
mering in his own bile " after he 
called the film “the lowest common 
denominator **. Cameron added: 
“It must be a great burden to be 
cursed with such dear vision when 
your misguided flock brayed past 
you, like lemmings, unmindful " 



Davies delivers 
his call to arms 

WELCOM E to Cool Cymru. 
Ron Davies, the Welsh Secre 
who has serious ambitions tt 
rule the Principality, wants tt 
drop its flag and create a nev 
symbol for the nation. Secret 
has asked the College of Arm 
to come up with a fresh desie 

__. . , . which will be disDlaved for ti 

first time when the cool of arms of the new national assembly will 1 
w*II get nd of the stereotypical images." says Peter IH 
the Welsh Minister. “Modem Wales is about Manic Street Preacht 
and Catatonia rather women in shawls and rain-sodden valleys " P 
Llewellyn GwynnJoncs. the college’s Garter PrindpS m£ 33?Am 
^so for suggested redrawing the Welsh dragon, adding 5>m e “a 
fasterstiipes" Support came from Sally Burton, widowX rSSu! 
who beheves her late husband would have approved: pSS?c 

Wales is rebranding himself so why should*? we?~ But 5n« 
Matthews, lead singer with Catatonia, the Newport poDufo?m.i«r 
gome's unimpressed: “They will put a spIiffirTfo, mouth? 
believe in wasting money on a superficial veneer - L 

Cardiff rugby legend, ZL 

for the Welsh team’s red shirts to retain the“PriSS J wl ? ad f e a P 1 
But Davi^ looks unlikely to be eSgfiSLSS? £f rhe 
become Rouge Dragon Pursuivant" an office created t0 
guard the Welsh coat of arms. mated by Henry V 
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WORKING IT OUT 


The New Deal must be mote flexible to succeed 


On Monday the Government will launch its 
10 ^nationally- From next week, all 
18 to 24-year-olds unemployed for six 
months or more will be offered a range of 
optotos, all aimed at enhancing their 
employability. These include a subsidised 
place m the workforce, a position in the 
voluntary sector, participation in an 
environment task force, further education 
and sen-employment. Those who refuse will 
have their unemployment benefit slashed. 
Another wage subsidy is available for the 
older unemployed. Through this vast £3 bill¬ 
ion scheme, the Government hopes to mr-V)? 
a range of social and economic ills. 

The ambition is admirable. Although the 
last Government also pioneered ideas with 
similar aims, the New Deal is on a different 
scale. It is not solely a short-term drive to 
reduce unemployment numbers but a long- 
tenn effort to increase the flexibility and 
raise the quality of Britain's labour force. 
The companies that have agreed to take part 
should be applauded. There is a real chance, 
though, that the New Deal will fall short of 
its targets. If the Government is to make the 
most of its initiative, it must embrace the 
flexibility that it has urged upon others. 

When Gordon Brown first adopted the 
New Deal in October 1995. there were 
250,000 young people who had been unem¬ 
ployed for six months or longer. But by the 
beginning of this year there were 118.000, the 
lowest such number for two decades. Of 
these, surveys suggest 80 per cent will find 
employment without any extra assistance. 
The remainder represent a difficult hard 
core, often with criminal records. In con¬ 
trast there are still 220,000 older people who 
have been without work for two years or 
more. Their prospects of re-employment are 
modest. Yet New Deal funding offers the 
young unemployed ten times more support 
per person than their older compatriots. The 
Government seems to be fighting die wrong 
battle. It needs to rethink the balance. 


It is also not clear that it is operating in the 
right territory. Although die New Dal has 
been deliberately designed as a national 
plan, unemployment is at present an 
extremely localised problem. Different areas 
have very distinct needs. In some blackspots, 
a wage subsidy somewhat higher than the 
proposed £60 per week would be needed to 
entire employers. In other places, subsidies 
are irrelevant because low educational 
attainment is the issue. Ideally, as Sir Hugh 
Sykes has argued in a pamphlet for Politeio, 
the Government should decentralise the 
New Deal if it wants it to be effective. 

It must also be careful about the training 
component. There is a danger that the New 
Deal will demand an inappropriately rigid 
element that will do little for the employment 
prospects of those put through it The evict 
once suggests that companies want workers 
who are trainable rather than trained. They 
would rather fashion specific skills them , 
selves. Unfortunately, die failures of the 
state education system, which the Prime 
Minister has pledged to tackle, often mean 
that business is presented with the func¬ 
tionally illiterate. The Government needs to 
have more faith in the private sector’s ability 
to provide resources to meet their needs. 
Otherwise there is the chance that Britain 
will have a large pool of slightly more skilled 
but equally unemployed individuals. 

None of this should be impossible to 
incorporate within the New Deal. In the 
light of fresh circumstances Mr Brown 
might adopt some ideas to be put forward 
next week by David Willetts for the Social 
Market Foundation. Age categories should 
be eliminated. Instead, the Government 
should seek to help all 400.000 adults who 
have been unemployed for a year or longer. 
They have a striking regional concentration. 
It should focus on practical means of placing 
them in the labour market If the New Deal 
is to bring lasting new opportunities, a 
retiming of policy is evidently needed. 


A THEFT OF HISTORY 

Guatemala needs help to save its Mayan treasures 


Hidden for centuries beneath the dense 
jungle canopy of Guatemala's vast north¬ 
eastern province of El Peten lie hundreds of 
cities and religious centres of the great 
Mayan civilisation which, at its Pre- 
Columbian peak, numbered around two 
million people in an area covering much of 
Central America. The towering pyramids of 
Tikai are famous as one of the great wonders 
of Mayan architecture and are a magnet for 
the tourism that Guatemala is anxious to 
cultivate in the wake of its terrible 36-year 
civil war. But hundreds of other major sites 
are only gradually being excavated, and 
most of those that have been uncovered 
enjoy little protection other than their 
difficulty of access in this sparsely populated 
region. Guatemala is too poor to mount 
guards round the dock at more than 100 of 
the 2^00 known sites in El Petfcn. 

Increasingly, the archaeologists are find¬ 
ing that looters have preceded them; and the 
greatest treasures of the already excavated 
sites are being plundered by armed robbers. 
Smuggling of Mayan pottery and sculpture 
is not new, bat it has recently assumed 
industrial dimensions. Since the country 
became an important trans-shipment point 
for the Colombian drugs trade, drug barons 
have built airstrips in the jungle; and art 
theft has become a highly profitable sideline 
from which no site, however remote, is now 
safe. Guatemala is being systematically 
plundered of its history by marauding gangs 
certain of ready markets in the West 

Prime targets are the supremely beautiful 
stone tablets, or stelae, carved with figures of 
Mayan kings, priests and nobles or the 
records of great battles. They are not only 
^ stolen, but destroyed; looters cut the bas- 
reliefs from the thick slabs, often breaking 
up the intricate carving for later reassembly. 
As we report on page II, the Guatemalan 


Government has now derided to remove 
these stelae from their ancestral locations, 
replacing them with unsaleable replicas. 

It is the right derision. Mexico has already 
shown, at Monte Alb&n, that this can be 
done so sensitively and skilfully that it does 
not diminish the aesthetic impact of sites. 
But it is expensive, even more so if, which is 
the ideal solution, the originals are housed 
in adjacent purpose-built museums. The 
Guatemalan pilot project indudes only two 
centres, Ceibal and Dos Pflas, whose stelae 
are particularly fine. The Government’s 
search for private co-sponsorship deserves 
to succeed, but cannot be the whole answer 
in what is evidently a race against time. 

A vital part of any rescue plan must be to 
find ways to make tourism, and the surveil¬ 
lance of sites and conservation of die protec¬ 
tive forest canopy which are indispensable to 
its future, economically attractive to the 
region’s impoverished, land-hungry peas¬ 
ants. Since tourism will only gradually yield 
sufficient profits to make this effort self¬ 
financing. the international consortiums 
now rapidly moving into the country's hotel 
industry would be wise to see conservation 
as an integral pan of their investment 

Foreign governments can and should help 
by curbing the demand that feeds the trade. 
Since 1991, the US has banned the import 
and sale of Mayan art* European countries 
such as Belgium, which is a prime destina¬ 
tion, should follow suit Guatemala, in turn, 
should rethink its total ban on trade in anti¬ 
quities. Where a country is rich both in 
artefacts and in smugglers, the best can be 
the enemy of the good. Limited state sales of 
lesser treasures, with the profits going to 
conservation, might be wiser. Mayan hist¬ 
ory remains one of the least well charted of 
the world’s great civilisations. The case for 
concerted action could hardly be stronger. 




DUMB ED-DOWN BURKE 


That sinking feeling when the video rolls 


if the perils of attending any inter- 
ial conference in rebranded Britain is 
evitable government video. Be they 
lonwealth heads of government. Euro- 
Union Prime Ministers, Asian Presi- 
or even the Queen herself, the hapless 
aries trapped on the podium wu* 
ence that sinking feeling that 
parties the ten most depressing words 
glish today: “We are now going to 

you a short video." , 

formula is as hackneyed as Cool 
inia. first comes a musical floiuish^ a 
of trumpets to suggest Meme Olde 
□d, and some sweeping aerial shots of 
een and pleasant land, zoorm ^L 
ng children or nodding pen^oners 
with just a touch of Class, (ta^urarar 
ictor such as Jeremy Irons 
audised abroadhyBBC^Eme^ 
inches into his 
the young country of Eur P®-; 

piritaW...together we to 

allenge of the future. ■ ■ 
oiHenroum. The tnmtpee laUsto; 

neragkwers. a sombre note 

here are still 

nment is not afraid 10 who has a 
s; but yes, there is one . 

for the future. The mus r^ < . he / the 
tdi of emotion just brushes me 

ot-s “ice. The-video stops and the 


lights go up. On cue, smiling and confident, 
the Prime Minister takes his place at the 
lectern to start his speech. Leni Riefenstahl 
would have been delighted. 

The Queen had the grace last October to 
crack a joke at the montage of film clips that 
chronicled a royal year "My goodness, I 
have been busy." But self-deprecation is no 
longer fashionable. The video that launched 
a thousand cliches at the Asia-Europe 
summit yesterday bored on to the end, with 
only shots of Robin Cook for tight relief. 

Hie long^uffering spouses, denied their 
coveted shopping spree and dragged around 
hospitals and good works, might quietly 
relish their husbands’ having to sit through 
pictures of smiling classrooms which they 
themselves were obliged to visit. But videos 
are a substitute for reality, a chance to catch 
up on sights unseen, programmes missed or 
company chairmen absent from the annual 
general meeting. They are hardly a sub¬ 
stitute for a planned agenda, or a dumbed- 
down version of Burkean oratory. 

The new political breed flunks otherwise. 
From the election campaign bus to the 
exhortatory gathering of the party faithful, 
no meeting where two or three are gathered 
together is complete without the taped 
message. The video is the unhip face of 
today’s hip politics. Asia,. meet todays 
Britannia — magnetic, animated and cooL 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street, London El 9 XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Silence of the Labs All out of tune over Abbey organist 
on back benches 


From Professor Harry Gelber 

Sir, Libby Purves's heart is obviously 
in the right place ("Silence of the 
Babes", March 31) but her view of the 
role of Parliament is sadly old- 
fashioned. Rarely is any MP now 
elected in his or her own right What 
sway elections are parties, party lead¬ 
ers and generalised public impres¬ 
sions (which are often quite right). 

Backbench MPs exist to rally local 
support for the Government, some¬ 
times to act as “friends at court" for 
their constituents and. most import¬ 
antly. to provide a basis for govern¬ 
ment and a pool of potential 
ministers. 

the connection between govern¬ 
ment and public acceptance is estab¬ 
lished and maintained principally 
through continuous opinion polling 
and focus groups, supplemented tty 
balancing among interest groups; that 
between Parliament and the details of 
public administration is virtually non¬ 
existent. No wonder the PM does not 
waste much of his time in the House. 

All this is strongly promoted, not 
only by a certain healthy public bore¬ 
dom with politics, but by the profes¬ 
sional isation of politics and the way in 
which the media and others are liable 
to condemn all outside activities, es¬ 
pecially those with financial implica¬ 
tions, as likely to involve “conflicts of 
interest". The result is to make indi¬ 
vidual backbenchers dependent on 
the good graces of their party mach¬ 
ine, even for the bread in the mouths 
of their children. 

And these are the people whom Lib¬ 
by Purves wants to “make trouble". 

Yours sincerely, 

HARRY GELBER, 

19 Balmain Close. Ealing, WS 5BY. 
March 31. 

From Dr Phyllis Starkey, MP for 
Milton Keynes South West (Labour) 

Sir. Libby Purves’s criticism of back¬ 
benchers for their apparent lade of 
activity seems to be hased on the view 
that only MPs who criticise die Gov¬ 
ernment in public are influencing 
Labour's policies. That is not the case. 

Ministers in this Government, led 
by the example of the Prime Minister, 
have made time to meet with groups 
of Labour backbenchers to discuss 
policies and to listen to the sugges¬ 
tions of MPS. Backbench committees 
shadow each department and have 
ample opportunity to feed back to 
ministers their knowledge of how 
policies are operating an foe ground 
and their ideas of how policy should 
develop. 

Labour MPs are far from silent I 
guess the problem for the media is 
that constructive debate does not 
make for good copy. 

Yours sincerely. 

PHYLLIS STARKEY, 

House of Commons. 

March 31. 


Late-night sittings 

From Mr Michael Ryle 

Sir. You express ooncem about late- 
night sittings in the House of Com¬ 
mons (leading article, "1 spy sleepers". 
March 2g); yet carefully considered re¬ 
medies for this malady are immedi¬ 
ately at hand, but are not being 
applied. 

The Modernisation Select Commit¬ 
tee, set up by the Government and 
chaired by the Leader of the House, 
agreed last July (report, July 30) to a 
unanimous report. The Legislative 
Process, which was adopted by foe 
House without division. This report 
put forward radical proposals, to be 
applied during a trial period, for 
improving the ways Bills are consid¬ 
ered in the Commons. In particular, it 
proposed systematic programming of 
legislation which would almost elimi¬ 
nate the need for late-night sittings. 

There is broad agreement on what 
needs to be done, and foe lack of 
action is very worrying. If foe House 
wishes to avoid the problems to which 
you have drawn attention, essential 
changes in foe legislative processes 
should be delayed no longer. 

Yours. 

MICHAEL RYLE 
(Clerk of Committees, 

House of Commons. 1987-89), 
Jasmine Cottage, 

Winsford, Minehead TA24 7JE. 

mbryle@ndirecLco.uk 
April 2. 


Commons traditions 

From Mr Peter Moss 

Sir. Sir Carol Mathers letter of April 2 
(see also letter, March 31) raises more 
questions than it answers. 

Why is a busy government whip 
also a Vice-Chamberlain of foe 
Queen’S Household? Why does he go 
to Buckingham Palace on one of the 
busiest cays of the parliamentary 
year? What is the “very useful 
purpose" that he serves while he is 
there? And why don't they give him a 
bottle of gin? 

Yours faithfofly, 

PETER MOSS. 

24 Quaggy Walk, 

Bladcheath, SE3 9EJ. 
p.moss&biniernet.com 
April 2 


Letters to the Editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
0171-7825046. 

email to: letters^ the-times.co.uk 


From the Right Reverend 
John V. Taylor 

Sir, As a colleague of Dr Martin 
Neary throughout most of his tenure 
as organist and master of the music at 
Winchester Cathedral (1972-87). I 
write in bewildered disbelief at the 
news of his suspension from his post 
at Westminster Abbey (letters, April 1) 
and to testify to his absolute integrity. 
his loyalty to his team and die essen¬ 
tially spiritual motivation of his work. 

Dr Neary was unquestionably and 
properly the initiating mind behind 
the cathedral’s programme of public 
concerts, the choirs foreign tours and 
Winchesters share in foe annual 
Southern Cathedrals Festival, meticu¬ 
lously submitting his plans for consul¬ 
tation and corporate approval Never 
was there any breath of impropriety. 
These activities, in which Mrs Neary 
took a recognised and valued share, 
fulfilled a valuable ambassadorial 
function for foe cathedral; yet they 
were dearly secondary to Dr Neary*s 
concern for the daily routine of choral 
services. 

1 await developments at Westmin¬ 
ster with acute anxiety, hoping that 
the Abbey and foe Church in England 
will not lose foe inspiration of a most 
dedicated musician through some in¬ 
comprehensible misjudgraent 

Yours etc, 

tJOHNV. TAYLOR 
(Bishop of Winchester, 1975-85), 

65 Aston Street 
Oxford 0X41EW. 

April 1. 

From Mr Simon Preston 

Sir. Richard Morrison writes f Choir¬ 
master who works with the best that 
money can attract". March 31) that I 
left Westminster Abbey after six years 
because I "found the atmosphere 
intolerably stifling" In fact it was 
rather that 1 had come to realise that 
lay appointments at Westminster' 
Abbey, in contrast to my previous 
appointment at Christ Church. Ox¬ 
ford. tend to be regarded differently 
from derical ones. 

In this respect, therefore. 1 wonder 


Clinton in Africa 

From the Editor of Marketfinder 
Internationa] 

Sir, On the one hand you alert your 
readers to the worrying prospect of 
some African countries “slipping to¬ 
wards Fburth World status" (leading 
article, “Clinton in Africa". March 25). 
On the other. Sam Kiley, your Africa 
Correspondent, suggests that even 
faced with that prospect. “Western 
well wishers can do little more than sit 
back, watch and hope" (report. March 
26). 

When African leaders use such du¬ 
bious slogans as “African solutions to 
African problems” or “indigenous de¬ 
mocracy" or “guided deregulation" 1 
believe that it is to reinforce their 
dominance over their people and to 
deny them political as well as econo¬ 
mic rights and freedoms. Yet the poli¬ 
tical and economic polities — democ¬ 
racy. human rights, low deficits, low 
inflation and. in general, good govern¬ 
ance — that Africa needs to achieve a 


Roadside daffodils 

From MrsJ. E. Buchanan 

Sir, Alas, foe “creeping suburbanisa¬ 
tion" of daffodils on roadside verges, 
so much deplored by Mr David Pear- 
man (letter. Man* 27; see also letters. 
Martii 28, April I) has arrived in this 
village and many others. 

The roughly-mown verges no long¬ 
er contain cow parsley, campion, dan¬ 
delion, etc. but are dosely mown, 
edged and planted with, among other 
things, wallflowers, lobelia, roses and 
something that looks rather like a cac¬ 
tus. The lampposts are decorated with 
hanging baskets. 

Money and time could be saved if 
we could return to the perfect simpli¬ 
city of grass and wild flowers. 

Perhaps some of foe blame for this 
municipal look lies with the judges of 
“the most beautiful village" competi¬ 
tions. Prizes seem to me to be awarded 
to villages with the most bedding 
plants. 

Yours sincerely. 

FIONA BUCHANAN, 

Woodhall Cottage, 

Pencaitland, 

East Lothian EH34 5DH. 

April 2. 


CPS in a spin 

From Mr Rodney Warren 

Sir. The letter (April 2) from Lyn Salis¬ 
bury. foe Crown Prosecution Service's 
Head of Communications, appears to 
confirm Frances Gibb’s original re¬ 
port (March 31). namely foe use by 
CPS mandarins of public funds to put 
their own gloss on foe Glidewell re¬ 
port even if it is, at this stage, said to 
be for the enlightenment of the CPS 
staff 

Surely the report must be allowed to 
speak for itself and from it we might 
see whether foe service is “an organis¬ 
ation which cares about its people". 

Mrs Salisbury appears to have 
started the "spin" already. 

Yours faithfully. 

RODNEY WARREN 
(President Eastbourne Law Society). 
Rodney Warren & Co (solicitors), 

45 Gildredge Road. 

Eastbourne, Sussex BN214RY. 

April 2. 


if the two letters you publish today 
from parents of choristers at foe 
Abbey are realty helpful to foe under¬ 
standing of this matter. Surely foe 
Dean and Chapter are entitled to hold 
a disciplinary hearing if they suspect 
wrongdoing, however apparently tri¬ 
vial. and the procedures for this are 
quite dearly laid down. 

What is needed in this case is not 
the attendant glare of publicity — 
which to their credit foe Dean and 
Chapter have not promoted — but a 
little humility on both rides. An ad¬ 
mission of or apology for any appar¬ 
ent misdemeanour, if such exists, 
would go a long way to producing foe 
Christian forgiveness necessary for 
foe resolution of this unfortunate 
matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

SIMON PRESTON 
(Organist and Master of the 
Choristers. Westminster Abbey. 
1981-87), 

Little Hardwick, 

Langton Green. Kent TN3 0EY. 

April J. 

From Mrs S. A. R. Whitham 

Sir. The extraordinary manner in 
which Westminster Abbey appears to 
be behaving is an all too familiar 
story. 

As a teacher and as a musician. 1 
believe that, no matter how talented 
an employee, how long his record of 
dedicated and exemplary service, how 
great the evidence of his competence, 
mere wfl] always be the management 
which seeks to assert itself, at what¬ 
ever cost 

What can the Abbey gain by this be¬ 
haviour? Nothing. Dr Neary should 
take whatever steps are required to 
dear his name, then resign, and be¬ 
take himself elsewhere, to work his 
magic in some place where his talents 
are appreciated Philistines are not 
only found among the laity. 

Yours sincerely. 

S. A. R. WHITHAM, 

17 Park Grove, 

Macclesfield SK11SAS. 

April 1. 


turnaround are universal in nature. 
To suggest otherwise is to give an un¬ 
deserved badge of honour to those 
who through misguided polities have 
mismanaged Africa for more than two 
decades. • 

It may well be true, as Sam Kiley 
suggests, that “so far Western solu¬ 
tions have been a fiasco", but that is 
no reason at all to give up on Africa or 
to abandon the search for workable 
initiatives to help foe continent. 
Which is why the current American 
effort to help Africa increase its share 
of world trade is commendable. 

Taken further, foe initiative should 
include helping those countries with 
relative stability and good govern¬ 
ments to diversify their economies, so 
as to strengthen their export base, and 
thus their capacity to trade with foe 
rest of foe world. 

Yours faithfully. 

OLU FASAN, 

Editor. Marketfinder International. 
272 Queens Road. SE14 5JN. 


Jewish compensation 

From Mr Terence O’Brien 

Sir, There is certainly an argument for 
giving back to those who lire Jewish 
the funds which they or their families 
sent out of their countries for safe¬ 
guarding before foe war. but that ar¬ 
gument cannot be, as Simon Weisen- 
foal (letter. March 30) states, the same 
as that which applied to foe Swiss 
Government. 

The Swiss remained neutral, prof¬ 
ited vastly in the war and finished up 
with their bank vaults crammed with 
foreign treasure. Britain went to war 
against Germany; it gave not only its 
foreign currency but. more nobly still, 
hundreds of thousands of British 
lives, in its six-year fight 

Some might think that stand, that 
sacrifice, merited respect; as indeed 
does the Government’s decision (re¬ 
port, April 3) to apologise to and com¬ 
pensate the victims of foe Nazis who 
lost assets held in British banks dur¬ 
ing the Second World War. 

Yours truly, 

TERENCE O’BRIEN, 

Innisfree, Seal Square, Sdsey, 
Chichester. Sussex PO20 0HP. 

April 3. 


From Mr John O'Donnell 

Sir. As a criminal practitioner for over 
20 years, married to a Crown pros¬ 
ecutor and with many CPS friends. 1 
can assure Lyn Salisbury that the 
need to use PR consultants to “get the 
facts" to CPS staff is seen as the height 
of condescension. They are perfectly 
capable of reading foe Glidewell 
repon for themselves. 

That the DPP considers spending 
thousands of pounds of taxpayers’ 
money on this exercise to be “good 
management" speaks more elo¬ 
quently of what is wrong with CPS 
management than anything Glide- 
well is likely to say. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN O’DONNELL. 

O’Donnells (solicitors), 

68 Glovers Court, 

Preston, Lancashire PR13LS. 

April 3. 


Weekend Money letters, page 61 


Too long at sea 
for today’s Navy 

From Mr C. J. A. Cope 

Sir, HMS Invincible, one of our two 
operational aircraft carriers, returned 
to Portsmouth recently (report, March 
27) having been at sea for seven 
months. Had it not been for the Gulf 
crisis she would have returned before 
Christmas. 

On April 8, the frigate HMS Brave 
returns from foe South Atlantia She 
sailed from Plymouth last September. 
On April 9, the destroyer HMS Not¬ 
tingham is due back in the UK after 
seven months m the Guff 

Of course, anyone joining the 
Armed Forces, particularly foe Navy, 
must accept that they will be compel¬ 
led ro spend substantial periods away 
from home. Nevertheless, an absence 
of seven months seems excessive and 
must be putting enormous and un¬ 
necessary strain on countless mar¬ 
riages and relationships, let alone the 
effect this must be having on children. 

The truth of the matter is that 
whereas the Navy has lost far too 
many frontline ships in recent years, 
its commitments have not diminished. 
In fact, they have increased. 

Although foe Strategic Defence Re¬ 
view might reduce one or two naval 
commitments, recent leaks also sug¬ 
gest that the Navy could lose between 
two and six frigates (report, March 
23). But what has been made abun¬ 
dantly clear is that there will be no 
increase in defence spending. 

With deployments becoming more 
frequent and absences from home 
exceeding six months, foe likely con¬ 
sequence will be large numbers of 
experienced and expensively trained 
personnel leaving foe Navy. 

Yours faithfully. 

G J. A COPE. 

(Contributor, Warship World ,), 

35 Park Street, 

Thame, Oxfordshire 0X9 3HR. 

April 2. 


Reserve forces cuts 

From Captain N. R. Hodgson. RN, 
Director of Naval Reserves 

Sir, Commander N. R. Messinger (let¬ 
ter, March 24) seems to be living in foe 
past. 

In foe last few years foe RNR has 
been slimmed down, as indeed has 
the Royal Naw—by 30 per cent since 
1990. (Coincidentally the number of 
RN admirals has reduced by 40 per 
cent) 

Totally restructured in 1994, the 
RNR is slowly expanding and its vol¬ 
unteer reservists are now directly 
focused upon foe Royal Navy’s re¬ 
quirements. Training regimes, under 
the auspices of foe RN training estab¬ 
lishments, afford individual reservists 
specifically designed courses and 
learning packages. 

Some 5 per cent of foe trained 
strength of foe RNR have contracted 
for between three months and two 
years to serve full time alongside their 
regular counterparts at sea and 
ashore. On average an equivalent 
number are conducting training, 
within their annual allowance, to ac¬ 
quire or refresh requisite professional 
competencies. Some are deployed to 
Bosnia and the Gulf. 

The new RNR is no longer detached 
and somewhat remote from the RN: 
the reservist is recruited, trained and 
working as an integrated member of 
the wider naval service, and valued by 
the Royal Navy accordingly. 

Yours sincerely. 

NORMAN HODGSON. 

Victory Building. 

HM Naval Base, 

Portsmouth POl 3LS. 

March 26. 


Sage words 

From the Reverend H. R. M. Harries 

Sir, Timely advice from my mother to 
my sisters: 

Fear God. and do right 
Fear men. and dont write! 

Yours faithfully. 

RAYNER HARRIES. 

44 Onslow Gardens. 

Chipping Ongar, Essex CMS 9BQ. 
April 3. 


Cut-off point 

From Mr Bruce Parker 

Sir, Coup de gras is certainly a French 
lawnmower (letter, March 30), much 
in the same way that aperitif is a set of 
French dentures. 

Yours faithfully. 

BRUCE PARKER, 

58 Canon Street 

Winchester. Hampshire S023 9JW. 

From Mr/C H. Larkman 

Sir, My father taught me (some fifty 
years ago) that a pas de deux is a 
father of twins and that if you had mal 
de mer you were sick of mother. His 
pi&ce de resistance (otherwise defined 
as a young lady who fought off unwel¬ 
come advances) was the definition of a 
dumb blonde: one who flunks that a 
metronome is a little man who lives 
on the Paris Underground. 

Is it foe English levity with their 
language that prompts foe French to 
by and ban the use of English phras¬ 
es? Or is it just a lack of appreciation 
of foe wonderful versatility of foe pun? 

Yours truly, 

K.H. LARKMAN, 

Campion’s, 

Wissington. Colchester C06 4NL. 
March 30. 


March 26. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR CASTLE 
April 3: The Queen and The 
Duke of Edinburgh this eve¬ 
ning held a Summit Dinner at 
Buckingham Palace for Heads 
of State and delegates attend¬ 
ing the Second Asia-Europe 
Meeting at which The Duke of 
York. The Princess Royal, 
accompanied by Captain 
Timothy Laurence RN. and 
The Duke of Kent were 
present 

The Duke of Edinburgh. 
Patron, this afternoon gave a 
Lunch at Buckingham Palace 
for the International Board of 
Directors of the Outward 
Bound Trust. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 3: The Duke of York. 
Trustee, this afternoon attend¬ 
ed a Lunch at Buckingham 
Palace for the International 
Board of Directors of the 
Outward Bound Trust 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 3: The Princess Royal 
tins morning visited Church 
House Centre. Rowergate, 
Whitby- 31x1 was received by 
Mr Anthony Wharton (Depu¬ 
ty Lieutenant of North 
Yorkshire). 

Her Royal Highness, Presi¬ 
dent later visited the Save the 
Children Fund shop. 31 
Flowergate, Whitby. 

The Princess Royal. Presi¬ 
dent Riding for the Disabled 
Association, this afternoon vis¬ 


ited Priory View Group's new 
school at Mill Holme Reid 
Farm. Speeton, FUey, and was 
received by Major General 
Murray Naylor (Deputy Lieu¬ 
tenant of North Yorkshire). 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 3: The Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter this morning called upon 
the Prime Minister of Tunisia 
(Dr Homed Karoui). 

The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester this afternoon arri¬ 
val at Heathrow Airport, 
London. 

Mrs Euan McCQrquodale 
and Major Nicholas Bame 
were in attendance. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
April 3: The Duke of Kent 
Wee Chairman, the British 
Overseas Trade Board, this 
morning visited Powerhouse 
United Kingdom Exhibition, 
Horse Guards. London SWJ. 
THATCHED HOUSE 
LODGE 

RICHMOND PARK 
April 3: Princess Alexandra 
this afternoon visited the Alex¬ 
andra Unit Dumfries and 
Galloway Royal Infirmary. 
Bankend Road. Dumfries, 
and was received by Sir David 
Landale (Deputy Lieutenant of 
Dumfriesshire). 

Her Royal Highness this 
evening attended a Concert in 
aid of the Leonard Cheshire 
Foundation in South West 
Scotland at Easterbrook Hall. 
Dumfries. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Princess Royal will attend the 
Grand National and open the new 
Ain tree Stand at Ain tree Race¬ 
course. Liverpool, at 12(5. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, as 
Patron. Foundation for the Study 
of Infant Deaths, will attend the 
2Isf annual national conference ai 
the Commonwealth Institute. 
London W8. at 920am. 


University news 

Baroness Rawlings is to be the new 
Chairman of the Council of King's 
College London from July 31. 


Framework 

Knitters 

The following have been installed 
officers of the Company of Frame¬ 
work Knitters for the ensuing year: 
Master. Mr David John Gooden- 
day; 

Upper Warden. Mr Michael 
David Patterson Turnbull; 

Under Warden. Mr Jonathan 
McAvoy Dean. 

At a dinner held after the 
installation at Ironmongers’ Hall, 
the Master presented the 1997/98 
Willey & Pearson award to Miss 
Claire-Yvette Munsey and the 
1997/98 Rouse award to Miss 
Helen Louise Jones. 


Weekend birthdays 


TODAY: Mr ffeter Attenborough, 
former Headmaster. Charter¬ 
house. GO: Sir John Both, dip¬ 
lomat. 84: Mis Margaret Dupont, 
tennis champion. 80: Dr Chris Fay. 
chairman. Shell UK. 53: Brigadier 
Anne Field, former director, 
WRAC. 72 Mr J.M. Fleming, 
former chairman. Vauxhall Mo¬ 
tors. 68; Mr Trevor Griffiths, 
playwright. 63; Lord Inchyra. 63; 
Earl Jellicoe. FRS, 80: Colonel Sir 
Bryce Knox, former Lord-Lieuten¬ 
ant of Ayrshire and Arran. 82 Mr 
Richard Mansell-Jones. chairman. 
Barlow International. 58; Professor 
David MefviUe. chief executive. 
Farther Education Funding Coun¬ 
cil. 54; Mr Paul Parker, footballer, 
34: Mr Barry Reamsbottom. joint 
general secretary. Public and 
Commercial Services Union. 49: 
Mr lan Robertson, director. Nat¬ 
ional Army Museum. 55: Mr Dave 
Sexton, football manager, 68; 
Dame Catherine Tfzard, former 
Governor-General erf New Zea¬ 
land. 67: Professor George WedeU, 
former director-general. European 
Institute for the Media. 71. 

TOMORROW: Professor John 
Albery. FRS. former Master. 


University College. Oxford. 62 
Miss Jane Asher, actress. 52 Mr 
Michael Bryant, actor. 70; Mr 
James Buckley, chief executive. 
Baltic Exchange. 54: Mr Andrew 
Buxton, chairman. Barclays Bank. 
59; Baroness Delacourt-Smith of 
Alteryn, 82 Sir Thomas Finney, 
former footballer. 76. 

Lord Gilbert. 71; Mr Arthur 
Hailey, author, 78; Mr Nigel 
Hawthorne, aaor. 69; Sir Douglas 
Henley, former Auditor-Genual. 
79; Professor Denis Lawton, for¬ 
mer Director. London University 
Institute of Education. 67; Admiral 
Sir Michael Livesay. 62 Professor 
Donald Lynden-Bell, FRS. 
astronomer. 63; Mr Robert E. 
McKee, former chairman and 
managing director. Conoco (UK). 
52 Mr Stuart May. former senior 
partner. Theodore Goddard. 61: 
Professor Peter Moore, former 
Principal. London Business 
School, 70; Lord Orme, 75; Mr 
Gregory Peck, actor, 82 Miss 
Jennifer Penney, former ballerina. 
52 General Colin Powell, KCB. 
former Chairman. American Joint 
Chiefs of SlaJL 61; Lord Roddey, 
64. 
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Charlotte Harrison and Edward Miles-Kingston, of Chelsea, who have recently announced their engagement 


Service 

dinners 

Royal Engineers 
(Transportation) 

General Sir John Sribbon. Chief 
Royal Engineer, was the guest of 
honour at a ram ion dinner of the 
Royal Engineers (Transportation; 
Officers’ Dinner Club held last 
night at Brampton Barracks. Chat¬ 
ham, after he had opened the new 
Transportation Display Room in 
the RE Museum. Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel G J. Athey presided. 

Ulster Defence Regiment 
The Chief of Staff Headquarters 
Northern Ireland was tire prin¬ 
cipal guest at the annual dinner of 
the Ulster Defence Regiment Offi¬ 
cers’ Dining Club held last night at 
Palace Barracks. Holywood. Colo¬ 
nel Sir Dennis Fhulkner, presi¬ 
dent. received the guests. 


Brighton 

College 


Dr Anthony Seklon. Headmaster, 
invites all Old Brightonians and 
former staff to a series of reunions 
in the summer term. Please cot tact 
the OBA Office (tel 01273 704250) if 
you are not already on our mailing 

list 


Weekend anniversaries 


TODAY 

BIRTHS; Grinling Gibbons, wood 
carver, Rotterdam. 164& Sir WD- 
I jam Siemens, inventor. Lentbe. 
Germany. 1823: Rfcmy de Gour- 
mont, writer. Bazoches-en- 
Houimes. France. 1858: Maurice 
Vlaminck, painter. Paris. 1876. 

DEATHS: Robert III. King of 
Scotland 1390-1406, Dundonald 
Castle. Rothesay. 1406; John Na¬ 
pier. inventor of logarithms. 
Merduston Castle. Edinburgh. 
1617; Maurice of Nassau. Prince of 
Orange, military leader. The 
Hague. 1625; Oliver Goldsmith, 
ptaywrigfat. novelist and poet. 
London, 1774; William Henry 
Harrison, 9th American President 
March 4-Aprii 4, 1841. Wash¬ 
ington. 1841: Sir William Crookes, 
physicist, discoverer of thallium. 
London. 1919; Karl Benz, pioneer 
of the motor car. Paris. 1929: Andrg 
Mkhefin. motor tyre manufac¬ 
turer, Paris, 1941; Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto. Prime Minister of Paki¬ 
stan 1971-77 executed. Rawalpindi. 
1979; Gloria Swanson, actress. 
New York. 1983. 

Francis Drake was knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth I on braid The 
Golden Hind on his return from 
circumnavigating the world, 1581. 


Gold was discovered in the Yukon. 
1896. 

The North Atlantic Treaty was 
signed in Washington by 11 na¬ 
tions, 1949. 

Martin Luther King. Nobel Peace 
laureate 1964. was assassinated in 
Memphis. Tennessee. 1968. 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: Thomas Hobbes, philos¬ 
opher. Malmesbury, Wiltshire. 
1588; Sir Henry Havelock, general, 
relieved Lucknow during die In¬ 
dian Mutiny. Sunderland. 1795; 
Joseph Lister, Baron lister, sur¬ 
geon and founder of antiseptic 
medicine. Upton, Essex. I8Z7; 
Algernon Swinburne, poet and 
critic. London. 1837; Spencer 
Tracy, actor. Milwaukee. Wiscon¬ 
sin, 1900; Herbert von Karajan, 
conductor. Salzburg. 1908. 
DEATHS: William Brouncker. 
2nd Viscount Brouncker. math¬ 
ematician, first President of the 
Royal Society 1662-77. London. 
1684; Geoiges-Jacques Damon. 
French Revolution leader, exe¬ 
cuted. Paris, 1794: Robert Raikes, 
p i oneer of Sunday schools. 
Gloucester. 1811: George Edward 
Herbert 5th Earl of Carnarvon, 
archaeologist. Cairo, 1922 Doug¬ 
las MacArtiuzr. American army 


general, Washington. 1964; 
Chiang Kai-shek, head of the 
National Government in China 
1928-49, Taiwan. 1975: Howard 
Hughes, manufacturer, aviator 
and film producer, on flight to 
Houston. Texas. 1976: Sir Arthur 
Harris. Marshal of the RAF. 
Goring. Oxfordshire. 1984. 

Johann Strauss's opera Die 
Fledermaus was first performed in 
Vienna. 1874. 

The trial of Oscar Wilde began at 
the Old Bailey for offences arising 
from his friendship with Loro 
Alfred Douglas. 1895. 

Winston Churchill resigned as 
Prime Minister. I9S. 

The British Task Force sailed from 
Southampton for the Falkland 
Islands after the invasion by 
Argentina, 1982 

Armourers and 
Brasiers 

Mr Paul Boon. St Edmund Hall 
Oxford, and Mr Jean-Paul Barnes. 
St Anne)s College, Oxford, hare 
been awarded Armourers and 
Brasiers’ Bursaries for Materials 
Science with a modem language at 
Oxford University. 


Memorial 

service 

Lady RkkfMs , . 

A service of thanksgiving for Lad) 
Ricketts, Chairman of the National 
Association of Citizens' Advice 
Bureaux. 1979-19S4. was held yes¬ 
terday at Holy Trinity, Mtnchin- 
hampton. Gloucestershire. Canon 
Michael Irving officiated. His 
Honour Ffcter Mason. QC, son-in- 
law. and Mrs Isobel Appiah- 
Endresen. niece, read the lessons. 
Mr Tristram Ricketts, son. read 
Sea Fever by John Masefield. Mr 
John Ricketts, son. read Beauty by 
John Masefield. Mrs Tessa Bird, 
daughter. lead her. mother* Early 
March Brimstone and Mrs Sara 
Mason, daughter, read her own 
work Reflections. Ms Elizabeth 
Fdkin gave an address. 

Latest wills 

The 9th Earl of Dartmouth, of 
ChipperfiekL King's Langley. 
Hertfordshire, left estate valued at 
E8J588345 net • 

Sir Reginald Murky. President. 
Royal College of Surgeons 1977-80. 
of Radiett, Hertfordshire, left es¬ 
tate valued at E977.G86 net 
Enid Maude Gurney Boucher, of 
Milstead. Simngboume, Kent, left 
estate valued at £948.770 net. 

John Lantaff Brown, of Romsley. 
Halesowat. West Midlands, left 
estate valued at £1.003,636 net. 
Malcolm Macadam Copenun. of 
Bradford on Avon. Wiltshire, left 
estate valued at £1.866.227 net 


Appointments 
in the Forces 

Royal Air Force 

AIR COMMODORE: J D Ken¬ 
nedy - RAF Cranwell. 9.4.98. 
GROUP CAPTAIN: N J Buckley - 
SHAPE. 10.4.98. 

WING COMMANDER: 1 M 
Draper - RAF Northolt, 233.98. 
Retirement 

GROUP CAPTAIN: G R Bush. 
7.4.98. 


Appointments 

The Rev Professor Michael Ban¬ 
ner. Professor of Moral and Social 
Theology. King's College London, 
has been appointed chairman of 
the Home Office Animal Proce¬ 
dures Committee. 

Dr David Clark, head of 
Unilever’s environmental safety 
laboratory. Dr Maggy Jennings, 
brad of the research animals 
department of the RSPCA. Dr Gill 
Langley, scientific adviser to the 
Dr Hadwen Trust for Humane 
Research, and Professor John 
Martin. Professor of Cardiovascu¬ 
lar Medicine at University College 
London, to be members of the 
committee. 


Forthcoming 
marriages t 

Mr E.W.R. Comins 
and Miss C-H. Allen 
The engagement is announced 
between Edward William Reginald, 
vounger son of Mr and Mrs Peter 
Comins. of Wiveion. Norfolk and 
Claire Harriet, elder daughter «..[ 

Mr and Mrs Anthony Allen, of 
Keymer. West Sussex. 

Mr PA Fegarty 
and Miss CM. Curtis 
The encasement is announced 
between'Paul, younger son of the 
late Mr and Mrs Thomas Ffegany. 
of Bracknell. Berkshire, arid 
Catherine, daughter of Air and 
Mrs Liam Curtis, of Ashford, 
Kent- 

Mr S.B. Lave ns 
and Miss K.E. Sc a tchard 
The engagement is announced 
between Steven, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Andre Lavens, of London, 
and Keicey Elizabeth, daughter of w. 
Dr and M rs M ichael Scaichard. of ** 
Harrogate. North Yorkshire. 

Mr B.E. Mayes. MRCVS. 
and Miss C.M. Kfouri 
The engagement is announced 
between Benjamin, son of Mr and 
Mrs Norman Mayes, of Chiphead. 
Surrey, and Catherine, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Michael Kfouri. of 
Liphook. Hampshire. 

Mr J.B. Moffat! 
and Miss J.E. Butler 
The engagement is announced 
between Joseph, son of Rev and 
Mrs Tom Mofftm. of Pad gale, 
Warrington, and Joanna, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Geoff 
Butler, of Elstead. Surrey. 

Mr CA Sword 

and Miss SJ. Walsh §> 

The engagement is announced 
between Charles Anthony, son of 
Mr and Mrs Anthony Sword, of 
Norwich. Norfolk, and Sarah 
Jane, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Brian Walsh, of Croesbychan. 
Wales. 

Mr NA Wood 
and Miss CL. Gtoyn-Cox 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Donald Weed, of 
Fulham. London, and Caroline, 
elder daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Laurence Glovn-Cox. of 
Wood Chester. Gloucestershire. 

Mr JJ. Yates 
and Miss J.M. Simpson 
The engagement is announced 
between Justin, son of Mr and Mrs 
Edgar Yates, of Ash. Somerset, 
and Julia, daughter of Mr David 
Simpson and' the late Mrs ) 
Simpson, of Cheddington. 
Buckinghamshire. 


Elections 


Lady North, Chairman of Oxford¬ 
shire & Buckinghamshire Probation 
Committee has been elected national 
chairman of the Central Probation 
Counci]. Mrs G Edwards (Essex] and 
Mr A Mossop ICumbna) are vice- 
chairmen. 


ANOTHER GRAND NATIONAL 
NOT A RUNNER, SAY AINTREE 
OFFICIALS. 

By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 
THE organisers of the Martefi Grand Nat¬ 
ional yesterday ruled out rerunning the world’s 
most famous steeplechase this year. 

Less than 24 hours after two false starts 
reduced the 4b mile marathon to a farce and 
ended in the race being declared void. Aintree 
officials reluctantly decided it would not be 
practical to stage the I50tb Grand National this 
season or in November, early in the 199394 
jump racing campaign. 

The Jockey Club, whose senior starter 
Captain Keith Brown is involved, will launch a 
formal investigation this rooming into raring's 
biggest fiasco which cost the Charted lor E6 
million in lost betting duty and deprived the 
sport of an estimated El million income 

William HiD. wh) expected to make E2 
million profit from Saturday* race, said 
yesterday that it was considering legal action 
against Aintree for loss of earnings and the 
E15CX000 it had spent on marketing the race 
The firm also called for the use of starting stalls 
for jump raring. 

Race organisers could face “unfinuted" 


ON THIS DAY 

April 4,1993 


After the fiasco of two false starts and a 
void Grand National race on April 4, 
1993. an inquiry recommended wide¬ 
spread changes to the start which have 
since been introduced. 

claims for compensation from owners, trainers 
and jockeys, lawyers said yesterday, although 
litigants would have to break new legal ground 
to win their cases. Bookmakers face a chaotic 
stan to the week as they attempt to return foe 
E75 million waged on tbe race by an estimated 
15 million punters. 

In contrast, the North West Animal Rights 
Cbalition. whose members’ actions in running 
on to the track before the first fence contributed 
to the confusion among jockeys at the start of 
the race, were delighted "The people in charge 
are trying to play down our role in stopping the 
race but we believe that we were instrumental 
in its collapse." stud a spokesman. 

As the full impact erf the Aintree catastrophe 


and national humiliation sank in, Ken Evans, 
the flag nun at the centre of the controversy, 
denied that he was to blame. On Saturday. Rod 
Fabridus, acting derk of the course, said Mr 
Evans had faded to respond to the second false 
start and had not raised his red flag to stop 
jockeys as they headed for the first fence. 

Mr Evans said yesterday: "I did my job. It is 
not my fault. I waved the flag." He has been a 
flagman for ten years and worked at the last 
three Grand Nationals. 

A dose examination of the setOTd false start 
yesterday disclosed that Captain Brown may 
have been at fault as he attempted to send the 
horses on their way. When Captain Brown 
raised his red flat to signal another false start 
to Mr Evans, he appeared to be bolding on to 
the material as well as the flag handle and it 
did not unftni. Following the first false start. 
Captain Brown could have done away with the 
starting tape, suspended between two gantries 
and stretching 80 yards across the course. 
Instead he could have used a flag to start the 
race. He chose not to do so. 

Peter Greenali. chairman of Aintree. said 
yesterday the racecourse was setting up its own 
investigation. Explaining the derision not to re¬ 
run this years race, Greenali said: "Trainers 
overwhelmingly say that it would not be 
practical from the horses’ point of view to run 
tiie 1993 Grand National again this season.” 


TREVOfl MEEKS 



In the thick of it the starter, with his arm raised, 
presides over one of the two false starts 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Let ns strive to know the Lord, 
whose c omlafl ia u nm as 
the muris a. Ha will stream to 
ns tbe Hk» spring 
rains that water tbe nmtli. 
6:3 


BIRTHS 


iThodea van 
Cm 

daughter, Anna Rose Pamela, 
adnaforhsm. 

EDWARD-On March 30th In 
Los Angeles to Melanie and 
“ i James. 



Fry. 

HARMS - On 10th March 1998. 
at tbe bosptxal of Stjtabn 
awl St Elizabeth id Oris 
and CasoUae Harris, a 
daughter Sophie EUrabsth. 

MANN - On Hare* 27th 1998 
to Sarah (n£« Thomas) and 



_-On 27 th Man 

yJoUeCn fe Ayton? en d 

£etngeDavld.A( *° 



ANNIVERSARIES 


STOREYsCHAPUr - “Bob" and 
Sally, at All Safaris Church, 
Peering. Ess e s on 5th April 
1977. 


DEATHS 


ASQUITH-Base. Beqtriem 
mass at (ta Lady of Grace, 
Chlswlc* at 1230 pm April 
7th 1998. 



I ofArnm.8 otatty 


Totten and by tbe many 
peoplawbo loved him. 
Cremation at Oasneeta 
Cemetery on Twwdsy April 
7 th riam edlate family only. 



l5wbeSc5o&£Bana 

and their famines. Highly 

respected officer of Tbe 
GJjG.LLiLA.aad Richmond 



813&a060. 


Ufa F.W. Fable 


P/tt 0181 


CHURCMLL-On March 29th 
1998 Stana Hand, wife of 
Harry and mother of Jana 


.peacefully on 
1st April aged 91. Widow of 
Judge Artbnr Cohan nd 
mother of the fatm John and 
Nicholas Baber. Cremation 
private. Service of 
Thanksgtring at HOty 

Ti4i»I» y rhntri^ CVi wAKriu 

HOI at 230pm on 
Wednesday 15th ApriL 


If desired, to 

Fund 


do Ebbon TtS, High Street, 
LbapefieM BEDS QXS. 


DAVIS - Harold David on April 
2 nd at Chelse a and 

a short fttnesa. Beloved 
husUan d of Jeanne, loving 
father of Mans and Anthony, 
tpaadfether at Georgia and 
caring father-in-law of 
Priscilla and Nicholas. 
Fanem! Service at Gaidars 


Tuesday April 7th at 
3130am. Friends welcome. 
Memorial Canrlre to be hrid 
at a latex date. 


LOWE-peacefully at 



MASON-Suddenly on March 

years, mataad of Carole, 
father of C atherine . Jennifer 

apd P tnia brot he r of Branda 

aad Brie. Funeral private. 

Do nations If itahu fltoThe 

British Rod Cross (Demo 

hneU efa Atfeaa 


CHxmont h) ge ne ral Service. 
43 BoD s Str eet, Emooth, 
Devon. EX8 2SN. Telephone: 

oi win niiii 


HAMM-Charles Ltrigi 
Domenico of SOgbgata West 

Hill. Chartered Accountant. 

On Kerch 80th aged 84. 
Beloved husband of Vivien 

Orie Boulter) reach loved 

iwiid w 

Aster aadAngria-Otriag 

grandfath er of eleven, and 


Service at St Aaneb Ctrarch, 

EUghgate West HUT, London 

NdtuTosoday April 7tti at 

130pm followed by burial at 

St tacxns Cemetery. Family 


to Marie Chria Centre c/o 

Jmttth Wfard.71 Cfaandos 

A v eno e . L o n d on M209BC. 


Dtdwich.Dled 

mnhrMBQ W 


.Norfolk on 31st 

March 1998. Aged 101. 
Widow of Die*, mot her of 



Lynn on 

vtn xiwij 

laospm.: 

only, hot d on a tion s If 
desired for St. Stephens 

Church, Sooth Dulwich. C/O 
-- " lF/D,40 



Asm 



1 Katharine. He wfn 

&=£ 

Services! All Saint* 



to AH Chsatro;- 

Zftrectors, Ramsey, H. 


88, 

peacefully oa 2nd AprC after 

a short mneae. Beloved wife 

of the Mtn Asx Wood; nrorii 


Bertie. 


raw or i ^nrcis ana j«n 

Jemmy and Lesley; da 
loved barmy of Ata, 

Sarah and Tom. Fnaer 
Service at St Mary's, 
Las rtngha m on Tneeday 7th 
April at 2pm. bqiriries to W. 
Btanbyh Sou, 
KlrkbymoarvUeL YoUlTbL 
O ITS 1-432737. 


WOOD-TWL Sadly ndss 
Family and Mends. Sr 
Wednesday 8tb April 


SB16.1 
2pm. 

YEADON-Suddenly on 
Thatsdsy 2nd April 1998, 


v. To Jolla, 
land Aliso n myt h 
t with yoth Steen. 


INMEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


BBL-Qn Aprils. 1911. 


ftriridt Mofaeriey Ben, 

I Director of Hm 
122,11 


VYWAN-(Crown) Jennifer 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THE HOLME 
tamer Gtric, Resem’s Prik 

London NW] 

GARDEN OPEN 
12 noon to 6 pm 
Sal 25* & 

Sun 26th Aptil 
Adults £2^0 
C on cessions £1 


75 is no age 
to be 

leaving home. 


Rukba hdpsridariy 
people retain chew homes 
ond their Independence. 
For further Infanrorion: 
FREEPOST. 6 Aronmore 
Road. London WI488R 
or caS: 0345585680 
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TICKETS FOR SALE 

OVERSEAS TRAVEL 

on AU. AVAIL-OfattML OB thaatm,C 

HOLB1AY OS a Hfethae. Week on 
ea 88ft etm atti salting 
ha flndmsi ia raUy. 1 ate 

m l reft) New stsdlnsi. Tel 01444 

730730/ 0834 730730 

12 fan people tm fnae Ita 

BoeL cainem. rtwf. stew aid, 
food Br ob tel, CS9S each. Herih 



= FOR SALE 


A BIlEyre Newspaper. Origi- 
■ RwritaOnS 9oi<S09^ ,r " 1 ' 

RESTAURANTS 

YOWL PaHMANT. ^ etaw ^ttae- 

Sm amotttaitaMm 
a°»de. naeon rc ventce. Mm fc 
hnaroat deL OoUey BmD 
01380 880039 Orths) 

EAT OUT FOR 
£1230! 


sndri 3 mac taaefa 7 Oqn i «etfc 
hryml IZja Pita tataa VAT. 

Sea et antNi cotas . 

far g^yeujgl 

KtwcfaNaksktaezzrB. 

For reservation ring 

Pited Um £ZA ( 

— Phentbra 


UX Coh H.rtnw 

PO Boa Z2&00-TT, 

GIFTS 


A MHTHPATE Weaegyev 1847- 
l??7_ln peeeeatariii MM 

ANTIQUES & 

Videos avafi. YdAtei 01934- 
4X2844 8m 7 dev*. 







tata. La Hem Metaen 

mnee, r. a tailuiute, Cwui 

~l Cl Tet 01481 63052. OtTe. 
Am 01481 44013 


COURT & SOCIAL 

FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGES 

Over He Bom-period Ac Mowitc ttwlm wffl wNr 
.. ** PriWy Ayfl lOfc Staifa| ^a Ilk. 

H awttein#e..nro. bypOlt/tftkfo; 

Mrs JL Neeero, Oenrt & Sedri Advertfata, The Ttano, 
PO Beat 495, Vbyhrie Street. Leaden El 9SS. 


Tdr 0171782 7347 . Fax 0171782 772 S 

Please inetade ie aD concfaxndeace: 
itjga sreofc abe roae cfdiBpB tiBcon cattcdarttpttroL 
a ihytiiac rod taome Bdepngor PBgbff rod 
Advtrdriag Rats Is £1528 per line ta VAT. 

AO Bodca as acetpri adject bd cosOmwlae 



FLATSHARE 


pec. Own 
filOpw- 


■UNV Btp sa 
prtaHM. 


Tst 0171 831 GOld. 


. own bath, 
. 4 nfa-- 
Ciaopw baCL Bus scans at door. 
Tet 0171 3S1 2745 


roam la taa B owse, w cohe. 
esOO pan lad 0181 994 9973. 


SWM8V QUAYS yo aa n ad tat 
■teem room fa tarirS bed fisc. 
NrvUria.itqtiiinflt.tUk 
etc. Cl ot a to ahepydag centre / 
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LYDIA DELECTORSKAYA 
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Lydia Delectorskaya, 
modd and secretary to 
Henri Matisse, died in 
Paris on March 16 aged 
87. She was born in 
Tomsk. Siberia, on 
Jane 23.1910. 


W! 


'hen I am bored. 
! do a portrait 
of Madame Ly- 
- - dia-1 know her 

like die back of my hand." Hie 
words were spoken by Henri 
Matisse of Lydia Delec- 
tonskaya. They sum up the mix 

of intimacy, respect and com* 
fort that came to characterise 
the painter's relations with the 
resourceful Russian who 
played the role of muse, secre¬ 
tary and conSdante during his 
late period, from the mid- 
1930s to his death in 1954 — 
and. beyond it. of expert and 
guardian of his oeuvre. The 
importance of her presence 
can be compared to that of 
Marie-Th£rese Waiter in Pi¬ 
casso’s work of the same 
period. 

As Matisse said in 1939: 
“My models... are the princi¬ 
pal theme in my work. I de¬ 
pend entirely on my model, 
whom l observe at liberty, and 
then I decide on the pose 
which best suits her nature." 
The question of the sentimen¬ 
tal. or even flee tin gly sexual, 
relation between the young 
Russian and the ageing and 
ailing artist was, however, 
another matter. She was, and 
remained, nobly discreet, and 
reluctant to draw advantage 
or fame from her position. 

From her father, a 
paediatrician at a university 
medical school with communi¬ 
cative enthusiasm, Lydia 
Delectorskaya acquired a 
passionate curiosity and sense 
of commitment to work, and 
the ambition to become a 



Henri Matisse’s muse: Delectorskaya, right was the model for The Blue Eyes 


doctor. She would accompany 
him on his rounds. During the 
Civil War she was thus wit¬ 
ness to the fighting between 
White Russians and Bolshe¬ 
viks — and to her father’s 
dedication in succouring die 
wounded of both sides. 

When her mother and 
father died in 1922 as a result 
of the typhus epidemic that 
swept through Siberia in the 


wake of the conflict. Lydia was 
looked after by a widowed 
aunt: After living in Harbin. 
Manchuria, for several years, 
they moved, in 1929, to Paris 
where she sought to enrol at 
the Sorbonne. However, if her 
academic standards were high 
enough to gain admission, she 
lacked the financial resources 
to cover the cost of her studies. 
So at the age of J9 she chose to 


marry a fellow Russian emi¬ 
gre. It was, no doubt, a hasty 
decision, and the relationship 
lasted barely a year. 

Fleeing her difficulties, she 
headed south to Nice, another 
French city known for its 
Russian community. Not that 
this brought great fortune: she 
scraped a living from dead¬ 
end jobs that ranged from 
modelling and working in a 


patisserie to dancing in a 
casino. Among the employ¬ 
ment on oiler, an artist was 
looking for helpers to assist 
him on a large-scale work. 
This was Matisse, whom she 
met quite by chance in 1932. 

The work was 77re Dance, 
the huge triptych commis¬ 
sioned by the Barnes Founda¬ 
tion in America. Once it was 
done, Lydia left But six 



months later in October 1933, 
she was bade — this time as a 
companion for his wife. It was 
not long, however, before Ma¬ 
tisse was sketching her and 
then asking her to pose. Very 
soon, she was his main model, 
a position she retained until 
1939. Among the paintings she 
inspired are the Young Girt in 
a Blue Blouse, Pink Nude. 
Lady in Blue, The Dreamer. 
The Romanian Blouse, The 
Blue Eyes and Still-life with a 
Sleeper. This was Matisse’s 
last great period of experimen¬ 
tation. one of formal simplifi¬ 
cation culminating in the gou¬ 
ache cut-outs of his final years. 

With her pale skin, blue eyes 
and golden hair. Lydia was 
worlds away from the more 
languorous. Mediterranean 
style of Matisse’s previous 
models. In a sense, this pro¬ 
tected her as a model: she al¬ 
ways sensed that “I was not 
his type". When not posing, 
Lydia acted as Matisse'S secre¬ 
tary and kept the photographs 


recording the various stages of 
the major works (Pink Nude 
went through 22). 

She accompanied him in his 
movements between Nice and 
his studio in the Villa Alesia, 
Paris. Matisse’s health was 
beginning to fail and, as it did. 
Lydia’S role expanded to em¬ 
brace that of support and 
carer. She was with him for 
his colostomy operation in 
Lyons during the Occupation 
years, then in Vence and Nice. 
Devoting herself to all the an¬ 
cillary aspects of Matisse’s 
work, she enabled him to con¬ 
centrate on the essential and 
thus to make the most of his 
creative powers despite his 
diminished condition. 

After the insecurity of her 
youth, she was gaining in 
assurance and purpose. “I had 
to learn to take charge, to give 
orders, to organise every¬ 
thing." she said. Visitors were 
struck by the feeling of calm 
and intense concentration that 
reigned in the studio. One 


even compared it to an operat¬ 
ing theatre 

When Matisse sianed mak¬ 
ing his gouache cut-outs, it 
was Lydia who did much of 
the cutting and recruited help¬ 
ers to apply the gouache to rhe 
paper. Often, she would be the 
one to pin the resulting shapes 
to the canvas as the artist 
instructed her. After his death, 
in 1934, she continued to 
mount unfinished works on 
proper canvas backings. 

Only recently, L'Oceanie la 
terre and L'Oceanie le del. 
two monumental works that 
she finished assembling not 
long before her death, were 
donated to the Matisse Mus¬ 
eum in Cateau-Cambresis. 
with which she remained in¬ 
volved to the end of her life. 
She also gave generously of 
her time to researchers and 
exhibition organisers, and 
provided much of the informa¬ 
tion in Louis Aragon’s book. 
Henri Matisse: A Novel (1971; 
English edition. 1972). In 1986, 
she organised an exhibition 
and produced a lavish book, 
L'Apparente facility fWith 
Apparent Ease"), tracing in 
detail the process whereby 
Matisse honed the image of 
The Dreamer down to the 
pure forms of the final state. 
Her second publication. Con- 
ire vents et marees (“Against 
Winds and Tides’}, was pub¬ 
lished in 1996, and likewise 
contained numerous insights 
into Matisse's creativity. 

Lydia Delectorskaya^ devo¬ 
tion to Matisse's work went 
hand in hand with a remark¬ 
able selflessness. Rather than 
treat them as a pension, she 
donated the drawings and 
paintings he had given her to 
the Russian state, preferring to 
make her own living after his 
death as a translator. She 
never married. 


THE RIGHT REV JOHN ALLIN 


JIMMY SCOULAR 


The Right Rev John Alhn, 
Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church of the 
United States. 1973-86, 
died in Jackson, 
Mississippi, on March 6 
aged 76. He was born on 
April 22.1921. 


JOHN ALLIN led American 
Episcopalians through a time 
of great difficulty and division. 
When he was elected Presid¬ 
ing Bishop in 1973, he found 
himself at the head of a 
Church which was rapidly los¬ 
ing members and tom by 
conflicting views on liturgical 
reform, social activism and 
the ordination of women. 
Firmly conservative in his 
theology (less so in his poli¬ 
tics), he nevertheless pursued 
a policy of diplomacy and 
reconciliation. By the time he 
retired he had managed at 
least to stem the losses and 
done much to restore the 
Church to financial health. 
But the compromises he bro¬ 
kered remained (and remain) 
uneasy, particularly in the 
matter of women’s ordination. 

John Maury Aflin was bom 
in Helena. Arkansas. He was 
educated at the University of 
the South at Sewanee, Tennes¬ 
see. graduating from its school 
of arts and sciences in 1943 
and from its divinity school. St 
Luke’s Seminary, two years 
later. He served first at a 
newly established mission in 
Conway. Arkansas, before 

moving to a curacy in New Or¬ 
leans. where he also acted as 
chaplain to the city's Episco¬ 
pal students and as a dty mis¬ 
sion er, visiting hospitals, pri¬ 
sons and old people’s homes. 

In 1958. after several years 
as rector of Monroe, Louisi¬ 
ana, he was elected president 
and rector of All Saints' Junior 
College in Vicksburg. Missis¬ 
sippi,'where he remained for 
three years before being ap¬ 
pointed bishop co-adjutor of 
Mississippi. He succeeded to 
the bishopric in 1966. 

Bv the standards of the 
Deep South from which he 
came, Allin could certainly 
have been regarded as a polit¬ 
ical liberal. As bishop of a 
Southern diocese in a tradi¬ 
tionally conservative, upper- 
crust Church, he was not 
afraid to make enemies by 
supporting some of the aims of 
the civil rights movement In 
particular, while working in 
Jackson. Mississippi, he 
helped to found the Commit¬ 
tee of Concern, an alliance 
between ecumenical and emc 
leaders which aimed to defuse 
racial tensions and raise funds 
to rebuild more than 100 black 
churches firebombed by white 


iiplomacy with which 
cached the racial con- 
the American South 
equally well in his 
ir the Church at nat¬ 
ive! and in various 
lea] initiatives. But his 
ir reconciliation was to 
j to the foil during his 
term as the 23rd Pre- 
iishop of the Episcopal 

; election to succeed 
rist Bishop John Hmes 
rcely debated at the 
[ Convention of me 


Church in Louisville. Ken¬ 
tucky, in October 1973. The ob¬ 
jections came not primarily 
from those conservative Epis¬ 
copalians who had been alien¬ 
ated by Hines's use of church 
funds to further black and 
Hispanic causes (beside which 
Alim’s own support for civil 
rights seemed fairly mDd); 
rather was it Alim’s theologi¬ 
cal conservatism which drew 
liberal opposition- 

The principle of admitting- 
women to the priesthood had 
been narrowly approved by 
the Episcopal Church's House 
of Bishops in New Orleans in 
1972, but it was twice rejected 
by the House of Deputies — 
and this had prevented its 
being adopted. Nevertheless, a 
month after Allin took office in 
1974, three American bishops 
announced their intention to 
ordain II women. The inten¬ 
tion was carried out in Phila¬ 
delphia (with the support of 
that city’s bishop) on July 29. 

Allin himself insisted that 
these qrdinations were “con¬ 
trary to the constitution and 
canons of the Episcopal Chur¬ 
ch”. adding that “any bishops 
involved in such a service have 
exceeded their authority, and 
have not acted for the whole 
Church, as is the norm in 
ordinations. Accordingly, the 
ordinations are irregular and 
may be found invalid." 

Forthright though that con¬ 
demnation seemed, the dis¬ 
tinction between “irregular" 
and “invalid" offered an op¬ 
portunity for -compromise, 
which was duly seized. Allin 
persuaded the House of Bish¬ 
ops to lake no formal action 
against the bishops who had 
carried out the ordinations, 
and in 1976 the Church’s 
General Convention regular¬ 
ised the position by voting to 
permit women’s ordination 
after all. 

The following year, at a 
House of Bishops’ meeting in 
Port St Lude. Florida. Allin 
offered to resign, rather than 
continue as a Presiding Bish¬ 
op “who is unable to accept 
women in the role of priest". 
The meeting declined his res¬ 
ignation. and instead passed a 
resolution affirming his lead¬ 
ership and respecting his 
"right to hold a personal con¬ 
viction on this issue". It also 
adopted “a statement of con- 
stience” under which no 
bishop, priest or lay penam 
should be coerced or penalised 
in any manner" for opposing 
the ordination ofwomen. How 
much longer the compromise 
built on such conscience 
clauses” can survive remains 
to be seen.The American Epis¬ 
copal Church, which is part of 

iheAnglican Communion and 
will be represented by bo* 
men and women prelates ai 
this summer’s Lambeth con¬ 
ference. consecrated its first 
female bishop in February 
1989 

The other great controversy 
during AJlin's time in office 
concerned foe adoptionof a 
new Book of Common Prayer 

culmination ° f , a lon ® 

SB#*** 



J immy Scoular, Scotland 
international footballer 
and manager, died on 
March 19 aged 73. He was 
born on January II, 1925. 

IN THE years immediately 
after the Second World War 
there was no more feared 
opponent on the soccer field 
than Jimmy Scoular. His 
determination occasionally 
stretched beyond the limits of 
fair play, and errant col¬ 
leagues were liable to suffer 
the considerable force of his 
tongue. But if Scoular tackled 
as though satisfying a person¬ 
al vendetta, he was also one 
of the finest long-range pass¬ 
ers of the day. 

The young Janies Scoular 
had a single ambition: to 
follow his father into football 
in his native Scotland. Alec 
Scoular had played for Alloa 
Athletic. Stenhousemuir and 
Leith Athletic, but his son was 
drafted into the Royal Navy as 
a teenager to serve during the 
war, and headed south of the 
border for training. He was 
spotted by Portsmouth while 
playing as an amateur in Gos¬ 
port. where he served as an 
engineer ax the submarine 
support base HMS Dolphin . 

At Fratton Park his partner¬ 
ship along the half-back line 
with Jimmy Dickinson laun¬ 
ched Portsmouth into the most 
successful period of their his¬ 
tory. Where Scoular breathed 
fire, castigating all around. 
Dickinson went about his 
business with a quiet modesty. 

Portsmouth repelled a 
strong challenge from Sir 
Matt Busby’s first great Man¬ 


chester United team to become 
first division champions in 
1949, and retained the title the 
following season. Scoular. 
irascible, missed the last two 
games of the 1949-50 season 
through suspension after 
being sent off, a rare occur¬ 
rence in those days and a 
considerable embarrassment 

Indeed, while Scoular en¬ 
joyed enormous popularity 
among supporters, and played 
nine times for Scotland, his 
relationship with the club was 
less happy. He was sent home 
from a tour of Brazil in 1949 
after trouble behind the 
scenes, and despite his un¬ 
questioned ability there was 
some relief in the directors* 
box when he asked for a 
transfer in 1953. 

Newcastle United paid 
£22,000. earmarking him to 
succeed Joe Harvey as cap¬ 
tain. Given Secular’s disci¬ 
plinary problems he was a 
controversial choice. Harvey 
was probably the best leader 
ever to set foot in St James' 
Park, and had lifted the FA 
Cup in 1951 and 1952 Only a 
strong man could follow him. 

Scoular was not found 
wanting. He stood just 5ft 7in 
tall, but in muscular — and 
vocal — presence he was a 
giant Even allowing for assis¬ 
tance from a prevailing sea 
wind, there must be a good 
deal of exaggeration about 
the goal he is supposed to have 
scored from 70 yards for Ports¬ 
mouth against Manchester 
City — past the great Bert 
Trautmann. no less — but 
Scoular could certainly kick 
the heavy leather balls of 



Receiving the 1955 FA Cup for Newcastle from the Queen 


those days a long, long way. 

His career reached its pin¬ 
nacle in 1955 when Newcastle 
beat Manchester City at Wem¬ 
bley to win the FA Cup for the 
sixth time. City had baffled 
teams with the tactic of with¬ 
drawing Don Revie. ostensi¬ 
bly the centre-forward, into a 
deeper position. Scoular re¬ 
sponded with a tight marking 
role to deny Revie space, and 
also created two goals in the 3* 
I win with typical crossfield 
passes to Bobby Mitchell. 

He stayed al Newcastle un¬ 
til 1961 before moving to Brad¬ 
ford P&rk Avenue as player- 
manager. Promotion to the 
third division followed, but 
Scoular was sacked in 1964, 
three months after retiring as 
a player. Over the next nine 


years he established Cardiff 
City as the leading chib in 
Wales. Seven times, under his 
command, they won the 
Welsh Cup, and in 1968 he led 
them to die semi-finals of the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup 
before losing to SV Hamburg. 

A succession of scouting 
jobs for Aston Villa, Wolves. 
Swansea City and Newcastle 
sandwiched a year as manag¬ 
er of Newport County. He 
worked in a jeweller business 
and ran a guesthouse in Car¬ 
diff, a considerable test of his 
self-restraint. Given that his 
voice had once been his sword. 
it was ironic that his speech 
was destroyed by the first of a 
number of strokes. He is 
survived by his wife, Joyce, 
and their three daughters. 


was "weary of the carping and 
the putdowns" and insisting 
that the Church had more 
important business than 
squabbling over liturgy. 

Allin's pragmatism was not 
enough to prevent some oppo¬ 
nents of women’s ordination 
or of Prayer Book reform fro nr 
leaving the Episcopal Church. 
But AUin also presided over 
one of the most effective cam¬ 
paigns of fundraising and re¬ 
newal in the Church’s history. 
Known as Venture-in-Mission 
and intended to “release the 
human and financial re¬ 
sources of the Church", it went 
some way to compensate for 

any departures. 

Allin had not hesitated to 
speak out on political matters 
during his time in office, and 
he used his farewell address 
as Presiding Bishop, delivered 
at die Church’s General Con¬ 
vention in 1985, to criticise 
President Reagan’s excessive 
concern with the business of 
national security. After retir¬ 
ing he served for a time as 
vicar of St Ann’s Episcopal 
Church in Kennebunkport, 
Maine, where George Bush 
was a regular worshipper. Al¬ 
though on friendly terms with 
the then President. Allin used 
the pulpit on more than one 
occasion to urge his Admini¬ 
stration to devote less at¬ 
tention to foreign policy and 
more to serial injustice nearer 
home. 

John Ailin is survived by his 
wife Ann. whom he married in 
1949, and by a son and three 
daughters. 


MILESTONES 



Baroness Lestor of 
Eedes, former Labour MP 
and junior minister, and 
party chairman, 1977-78, 
died on March 27 aged 
66. She was born on 
November 13,1931. 

IN 1966 the constituency of 
Eton and Slough elected a 
leftwinger who believed pub¬ 
lic schools should be abol¬ 
ished. Joan Lestor was a 
political free spirit who 
marched with CND and op¬ 
posed prices and incomes 
legislation and enuy into the 
EEC But her most important 
campaigns were the fight 
against racism and for the 
welfare of children. At the 
end of her first Parliament, 
she was briefly Under-Secre¬ 
tary for Education and when 


Labour returned to office in 
February 1974 she became 
Under-Secretary at the For¬ 
eign Office. Within 18 
months, in circumstances 
that remain controversial, 
she parted company with Jim 
Callaghan and was back at 
Education, where she re¬ 
mained for less than a year 
before resigning over the 
impact of cuts on schools. 
During Labour’s latter years 
in the wilderness — she re¬ 
turned to the Commons for 
Eedes in 1987 after losing her 
seat at Eton in 1983 — she 
went back onto the National 
Executive Committee and 
was usually voted into the top 
half of the Shadow Cabinet, 
resigning from it in 1996 
through ill-health. She was 
created a life peer on retiring 
from the Commons last year. 

Obituary published on 
March 30. 

Joan Maynard. Labour 
MP for Sheffield 
Brightside. 197+87, died 
on March 27 aged 76. She 
was bora on July 5.1921. 

FAMOUSLY dubbed “Sta¬ 
lin’s granny" by a fellow 
Labour MP, Joan Maynard 
never apologised for follow¬ 
ing a brand of socialism that 
was defiantly of the old- 
fashioned, unreconstructed 



sort. Bom in the North Rid¬ 
ing of Yorkshire, she went on 
to work for the agricultural 
workers’ union and joined 
the Labour Party in 1946, 
becoming a rural district and 
that a county councillor. In 
1972 she won a seat on Lab¬ 
our’s National Executive 
after moving a party confer¬ 
ence motion calling for a state 
takeover of aU land, and two 
years later she became the 
candidate for Sheffield 
Brightside. As an MP she 
regularly attacked her own 
front bench and provoked 
bitter controversy by support¬ 
ing calls for troops to be 
withdrawn from Northern 
Ireland. She retired from the 
Commons in 1987. 

Obituary published on 
March 30. 


David Hicks, interior 
decorator and designer, 
died on March 29 aged 
69. He was bora on 
March 25.1929. 

WHEN his refurbishment of 
his mother’s house in South 
Eaton Place was featured in 
House and Garden. David 
Hicks found he had three 
prospective clients, so he set 
up as a professional decor¬ 
ator. During the 1960s his 
plain but vibrant colours 
became fashionable with the 
aristocracy—he had married 
the younger of Earl Mount- 
batten of Burma's daughters 
in 1960 — and his clients 
included the Prince of Wales, 
Helena Rubinstein and 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr. Inter¬ 
national boutiques followed. 



stocking Hicks's wallpapers, 
carpets, bed linens and acces¬ 
sories. He published nine 
books on aspects of design, 
and branched out into archi¬ 
tectural and garden plan¬ 
ning. He is survived by his 
wife. Lady Pamela Hicks, 
and by their son and two 
daughters. 

Obituary published on 
March 31. 

General Sir Frank King. 
GCR, MBE, Director of 
Operations Northern 
Ireland. 1973-75, died on 
March 30 aged 79. He 
was bom on March 9,1919. 

WHEN Frank King became 
GOC and Director of Opera¬ 
tions Northern Ireland in 
1973. the bombings and 
shootings were running at 
12,000 a year. When he left 
three years later they were 
down to just over 2,000. 
though the IRA had begun 
operations on the mainland 
and was looking for softer 
targets, in 1974 he dealt with 
the Loyalist Ulster Workers’ 
strike, and brought the IRA 
to its short-lived ceasefire that 
winter. He was subsequently 
Commander-in-chief British 
Army of the Rhine. 1976-78. 
before going into business. 

Obituary published on 
April 2. 
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26 EQUITY PRICES 


THE TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 4 1998 


w* 

La* 


Ate 

IN 


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 


618 5flS Med Dmacq 
412% S5 Bukin (HP) 
ift 22VB«n Snoi 
rp'z 02 Dtagwv 
900 775 Qamaate a 

2ft 258 HigntM Den 
2 i J*i ia wanes dan 
Wh 6 Mnytinn 0 
>966% 1358% SA Smote 


MOV H78%AHMMR0 

IMS 1010 «hq nrt 
iot m tang » uro 

Wi sotvamu mi 
<25 itgvaus. ira i 
52«V388i%te /rana 
IS 8 431 Bat ScOteod 

1996 1066 toctou f 
1276 916% Bi N Hand 

8716% 6790% C«aro 
1653V TS6£4iOvnn02Z» 

50*. 290V to khKny 

4662', 3668V (Misdir A 

1206V 1168VESW0 Santa 

ill 245% Fmi area T 

2020 1294 hsbct 
2002 937 HSBC HKt 

looo Toovmitat 
84ft 6 C 1 M 1 Reran 
998 696 Lite* TSOt 
89) .TOP.W <ua & 

1208 761 HU Watt 
669*: 528 Nornm AM 
1000 5£S R|l tt Seal 

98) 128 SOK Qnptt 

*1&4% Cl64% Walls Fargo 
427V 385% We** 

400 300 


804 * 

370V 
S - 
782 * 
795 

264% + 

M%- 

46V 


B 40 186 

SO II 

r» 88 

S'.- 21 32lfl 
2.1 190 
2': *3 12 
110 
81 


1965*i + Hi 7*, 18 


1440<i + 

1215 - 
327 + 
765 + 
425 - 
S2W» + 
7S4 + 
1778 - 
1176 - 
8678V + 
1501V + 
*5*1 + 
4662',+ 
1176 + 
314 • 
1830 - 
1730 - 
905 - 
790 - 
TO ♦ 
074".+ 
III? - 
641': + 
9» - 
861 - 
116*% 
4I6V + 
367V + 


31V 21 21 6 
8 32 186 

3 28 161 

IV 21 215 
16V 48 

196V 
7 15 209 

25 26 182 

8 250 
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10 
13 
31 
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31 146 
Jfi 118 
2i 26J 

2 *i 21 

23 2+ XI 

31V 41 
14 36 238 

9% 21 240 
2 20 188 
1 27 14 o 

19 
3 < 

32 m 


lY ■ 


BREWERIES. PUBS & REST 
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61 ': 
157': 
141 
1 M 0 
325V 
3S7V 
172V 
477V 
760 
275 
335 
246V 
2175 
75 
385 
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3?9V 

31V 

B 28 % 

377V 

378V 

27 

950 

207V 

M2 

1133 
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86/V 


873 ha* 

50% ta u la U 
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294V QU Em Pub 
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717 tal C Mem 
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273V S2=£5 n JDt 

469 RoMrapbl D 

381 Yto Bus 

637'■flung K 
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I5£V 
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325V + 5 
157V + 6 
47ft 
45<V 

686+2 
275 4 5V 
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2314 ... 
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315 - 34 
127V .. 
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300 + 2V 
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333V 
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11 111 
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20 190 
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0! 31D 
30 260 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
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;i5v 
115 
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66 
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1074 

we 
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77'.- 

134 
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110 ': 

139V 

85 
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P. 
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25 
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IW- 

83 

6264 

95 
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1254 & Drotew 
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76'; Russell iAi 
195 V* 

IVSMP 

20',Snipe « FoUErt 
14V Sunn Bara 
mvaranuhe Http 
93 Tremac 
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157 lave matins 

Wvlitti 

IWito 


614 + 
3® 4 
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56 

J79%- 
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II4V 
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■ 3B*r 
189V - 
111V 
12D 
2184 
IIS - 
S3 - 
1684 
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188 4- 
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S 4 : 

ISI4 + 
2254 
SI - 
262V 
9/v 
105V- 
I41V + 
395 - 
71 

116 • 

157 V- 

17*. 
953 * 
106V- 
1?14 
B24 
205 
2 + 
223V 
2?«+ 
263 
118 - 
83 

593V- 

88V- 

322V 

437 


36 319 

12 174 

44 139 

04 . 

13 14 O 

62 ... 

49 . 

12 . 

61 49 
69 119 
66 132 
LI .. 

45 88 
33 110 

62 69 

76 89 

14 
40 
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43 121 
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63 iao 

76 LG 

64 
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13 166 

50 140 
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61 119 

70 80 
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84VEmm Mb 
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89',GotfttP 
13 HR Oiait 
340 Headtam 
145 HoMbs Tedit 
01 ISA M 
iMVlnfflapet 
57V tads Wnt) 
aivnm-Rt 
511V 122, Let Sonicef 
123 IOO toOttet 
500 351 Mesna Many 

5V 
19V 
306 
201 
M2 
312 


157 

20V 

MV 

643 

14 

95 

Jfll 


536 

106 

107-, 

305 

MV 

400V 

ZP. 

B2V 

135V 

10V 

102 

160 

120 

250 

67V 

535 


1EVUU3CM 

212 Nanm 

2H7 1 .-imnaraitt 
296V FIB 

_:«9VPenaaoont 

M2v i67VPtanr Op 
443 272 Pietmer Pjnel 

imiMds DM 
195 REA 
IVFwe 
HTtHMo 
4'iRonsan 
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a*® u 
16V Salic 
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285 
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SV 
112 V 
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30 
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27T.- 
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12f 
2Wi 
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Ifi'i- 
34V 

Wf* 
14 + 
86 *:- 
3K7V 
iBl 
lOV 
«V 

130V + 
IIPi 
247V ♦ 
531 
H7*i 
101V + 
261 + 
64*14 

362 - 
27 - 
73V ♦ 
115V- 

15*. 4 

■m - 

115 
82*1 
217V 
67V 
405 4 
541 4 
116V 
«7V4 
«V 

17 - 
289 
ZIIV + 
330V + 
306V 
219 
386V 
149<i 
195 
2*. 
30V 
10*. 

4V 

109V- 
27 - 
18V 


3*> 70 
7 70 


I 70 103 

I 

33 55 
5V 34 141 
*> IB 639 
3 7T 
45 04 
32 171 
13 81 
61 70 

V 80 

. 12 32 

1 71 100 

10 287 
15 254 

J 70 
90 
71 

V 17 161 

'• 40 115 

2 35 . 

2 31 . 

V 65 

6 19 238 

. . 68 .. 

. 51 61 

.. 5 4 262 
40 8 ? 
IV 17 210 

V 40 117 
80 70 

2V 15 161 
2.6 110 
*. 35 
18 11 7 
2V 10 140 
10*. 34 
.. 4 4 145 

56 . 

40 14 3 
. 67 . 

26 <11 


V 50 81 

V 58 140 
B1 


48 Jcdgemn 

S0V- 

■a 

4? 

t?< 

26VSHIIB 

239V 


13 

12 

16 TV I'm FtaducB 

107V 


83 

h 

iXr,Tiua teb bp 

191 + 

3V 

10 


390 U8CO) 

416 


17 

222 


12l 4 

is 

ae 

JK‘ 

3*4v van* (Hegn 

23ft - 

% 

12 

14 ( 

655 W Brett 
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JV 

2b 

731 

1*0 rijtnt 

150V - 

1 

ZJ 

M2 

135 Touq (Jfl 

MTV 


40 
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Equities advance continues 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend- Changes, yields and 
prioe/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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m* Ub Carat 


4/- i P/E 


DO 140 
1200 II53VSXF B 
203V 138V DM Em 
B12V 461 VSifld-Ac 
1496 975 Stahet 

13Z*i tUVSh Hatred 
950*1 702 Mh Mt 
18V llVSdlm 
630 5CV Sora»-S.»cnt 
326': 282V30lWlnd 
sn 424 m 

1D6V 89VTMn ID 
87V 64V lam* 

277V ZTO [nMa UDfd 
417 347*i UU ter 

68 57V UH kip 

3*2-1 >98 VMaxr 
llTi 7*. Vim Op 

TKt 584 nec 
687»J 740 VVaw Itaw 
320 200 nmn 

314V 222VW*f 
172*, l37VVM>l|)mn Mhrt 

49 iB mm 

81V 55 Wfesd 

835 rm Marat 

57V 47,IM*yr 


202 4 l 10 145 

I16SV+ 9V 34 

203 4 | 2.1 19.! 

580 22 

1249 - 27 10 213 

120 - 2V 50 69 

20 197 
14 

19 164 
5V 42 M2 
12 170 
63 80 
<0 

32 180 
IV 2.4 187 
1 53 B8 

EV 30 MB 


IA 
630 
300V 
573 4 21 
93V + 3 
35V .. 
377V 
382 4 

62V 4 
237 + 

Iff: 

701V 
7S9V + 
3IZV- 
272V + 
167V 
49 

88 + 

825 - 
52V 4 


.. 20 131 

1 43 119 

IV 40 130 
1 4.1 127 

62 

.. 16 118 
IV 25 17 5 
IV 2J 216 
2V 81 164 


ENGINEERING, VEHICLES 


DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIALS 


126 99 Brem Beat 

257': 210 *: ft Viet 
187V 128'.-Buna Mpoat 
298 2G6VCina<g |W| 
229'.- 155 Cfif leanoiagr 
<74 23* CaunBUp 

445 351V bud) 

24QV SHVOoeto 
152*.- TI6 Horn 
313V 276VEUfc S Ewad 
MV HvEura Caou 
178V i38V Cuban 
92V M'.-Haamt 
2425 ja^iHKOEl 
265 223 lUHbf Own 

1200 7®',Dt 

253 189 hostel 

188V MIVUafTT 
831 (45 Una 

r. itaiuoi 
31 MHOM 
320 Ponarr 
184 ocxn 
16V5ulcfidt jOGt 
1 1*55'■ Titan Oau 
248 Ztivviiao 
685 816 WlMinu F 

M (ana Gip 
TTVYuli rj»n 


35 

J70 

Ml 

22 

1761*' 


240 


102 
2J7V+ 2 
184 + 1 

232*1- I 
195 

465V + 9 
477V + ■ 

240 

I3JV- 2* 
278V- 4* 
58V 
19 1 ! 

09 ♦ ' 

24®V- r 
262*1 

IU9 - 6 
249-3 
167 

818V- II 
65V . 
31V . 

368 

189*-+ I 
I9V- I 
1553".- 38' 
246V 
63 

236 - I 
382 1 : - 3 


17 113 
37 150 
50 101 
40 

14 37 7 
36 Mfl 
25 202 

45 I0D 
214 

46 110 
52 ID4 

55 108 
11 155 
21 

27 190 

20 42? 
14 112 
4 1 M2 

32 162 

47 

42 80 

21 205 
39 103 
75 84 
0 4 295 
2 4 223 

56 
49 

33 154 


CONSTRUCTION 


»*- 
330 
417V 
163V 
US 
1025 
360 
48V 
35> 
72 
129 
232 
401V 
25V 
95V 
750 
167V 
no 
276V 
127V 
BV 
155*: 


I36V 

32’; 
125V 
14? 
118*; 
210 
2?'. 
1100 
175 
192 
» 
681 
251 
232V 
370V 
125 
14'. 
712V 
I8D 
154 V 
103 
225V 
392’; 
127 
259": 
IT*: 
120 
i«V 
1-36 
322<i 
94* 
14JV 
ZW 
283*1 
23'. 
78V 
135V 
52V 
27r, 
15 
191 


Inita 

230 AttKY 
332V Aden 
ltd Amec 
400 Araer 
72Z'-Amtm Mta 
in Ajmadt 

28 V Anns* 

26 V Sana 
48''8aam 
224 Banja Our. 
leiveaco 
33V-bo1va, 
la'.Bemxb 
46V to Bain 
582'rtoWK.I 6c 
146 Bed Bros 
270 Bod (Ham 
192V Bon Homes 
105 Braun Hre 
HTjftcana Do 
10) Bnami 
lOT/CALi 
3 Ca*M 6 Aim 

83v am* r 

20 Unan 


46'.- 
350 
417*1- 
158"; 
695 
975 
260 " 
46*: 
13*i 
70 
320 
193 - 
389': 
24V- 
85 V- 
097*: 
146 - 
300 
253 - 
127V 
39V i 
133 
125 
J*. 

133’; 


9i":C<Manr5tt*T 12*,- 
MvCns wcnctont (36 - 
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16(1 E* (hup 
Ip.-blllilonlr 
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152 Heran-aurt 
20 homo map, 
3b')'- Jam 
mi Mum 
199': Kj*rt 
jOSVLDng r0t 


115 
208': 
2l 
103 
162V 
188*14 
22V 
640 - 
247V- 
23JV- 
X5 - 


ll.'VUtap&ft C»PH 122- 

8 *.Loved ’ 
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lUVUHana* & & 
70 Mdnernv 
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IBTV ftcam unl 
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112 PiOCWSI 
n6 Pmanq 
142-rRcawT 


128’.- r* Humor 
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190 Ttenr, DougBT 
31'.*W GrawT 

&-)■; VtouLsi 
lOSVFmwilB 
4?-«M MOB 
aB’. Ugbur .A 

isviffiTfiT 

611 Mteai (Joodn 

sr.-wirawr Gr 


IP» 
3W: 
177 - 
148 + 
103 + 
206V 
391V 
117',- 
23V ♦ 
*V 
I» 

144 V- 
179*.— 
3)0 
83V- 
128'.-- 
229 - 
259 - 

av 

7b'; 

133V - 
46V 
246';- 
13*.- + 
I79V 
644V 
129 - 


25 240 
l 27 205 
4 0 15 J 
20 
19 

6 II 324 
4 l 

45 160 

27 I7J 

17 130 

IV 45 100 

3 3i in 

1 84 

2 2 J 121 
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1 58 44 
J4 117 

5V 46 II I 
32 15 3 

2 28 75 
4 7 123 
39 7 7 

59 80 

1 

11 116 
4V 34 116 
50 

12 154 
52 122 
21 150 

18 95 

3V 24 18 7 

56 224 

4 13 328 
i 26 

3 4] 11 i 


18 121 
54 . 

25 117 


12 120 
l 7 213 
3V 43 108 

V 55 10 7 
51 218 
29 1)3 

1 36 U3 

1 26 111 
15 

1 42 150 
IV 74 101 
r Id I ?2 

2 48 

21 16 

66 

IV 4 4 130 
70 66 
IV 35 124 
'. 110 
40 133 
23 110 

V 55 107 
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21 IVAfeunom 19 

} iVAa B: Eng IV 
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284V 288 TireMn 
230V ZDTVItitR 
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3B1V niVKBS* 

135V 127VWIanN 


305 - ID 
306V- 1 
607 4 1 
506 - 25 
34V4 
239 


ZJ 260 
32 117 
13 16/ 
40 140 
IV 90 85 
5V 18 118 


Z35V+ ID 60 U 
525 ... 10 190 

325 + 5 7 4 92 

397V + I". 32 . 
416 - 9 64 102 

257V- ?4 61 
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13/ - I 62 1/0 
im t Hi 45 
311V+ IV 31 11/ 
356 - 3 14 161 
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415 
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128V - V 


7.1 11 7 
63 141 
25 14.9 
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ELECTRICITY 



593 310 

B73V EDO 
390 298V 
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900 725 

97V 50ZV Hydrate 

99 *n SeaH Pi 

580 46/ Sain B* 

576 SD mm 


ELECTRONIC & ELEC1 


CHEMICALS j 

22 

73 
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134V AI Ota & mt 
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V 

30 
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i» 
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204% 
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1 

70 

27 7 
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l» 
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ft 

SB 

99 

3H 
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20 
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rj Autont 6 
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1 
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4775 
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20Q3*bBASF DM 

SW.+ 

Ift 

a? 


88V 

HID 

850 BOC 
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17 

37 

15S 
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331V8IP 

415 - 

ft 

30 
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2«3i'-Bara nec 
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Ift 

23 
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350V JIlVACd 
1072V 68B AdmUt 
39V 27VA*cMt 
34 ZP.AlkP 
129V 106V ASK 
70V 43VAd* 

773V 127VBCC 
75V 51 VBesta tea 
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1 / 12 SuMiT 
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109 64v date 
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451 332 Mount 
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17V 7VFomW 1Kb 
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10T2V+ 42V 03 ... 

34 4 V 10 ... 
27V 55 72 
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4GV- 5 ... . 
147V- V 70 . . 
73V ... 17J 7.1 
34IV+ 16V 51 116 
496V + TV 28 180 
.. 65 1/1 
39 211 
IV 191 3i| 
20 103 
!V LI 111 
20 210 


14V 
193V 
IdV- 
43 

IW * 

802V 
292V- 1 
447V .. 

68 - 2 
285 4 10 
5I53V+ 50 
24V ... 
7943V + 43V 
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581 ~ TV 
822 +7 
14 - 1 


35V tad Qatrsl 
15 MM* 

S4VLPA tad 
7 mobMk 
425 Mtai 
lITVNtel let* 
265 DM tap 
23VP*e Moot 
3450 Plte Unp B 
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272V Press* 
HVfYnnrcl 


44 

IS*. 
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1CV + 
31IV- 
55 t .. 
4337*r- 18V 
75*,+ 5 
309V- 
37 - 
302*;- 
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6?, 

41IV 
IV 

259 4 
274'.- 
362-, 

44' 


68 67 
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10 . 
11 . 
00 

30 140 
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1 04 361 

22 . 

. 36 213 

. 14 

80 . 

U 221 
V UJ 
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Branson may float Virgin Entertainment 

By Chris Ayres The flntaiinn umniH rpnrptpnt mma iu., • i_i:„ ,i. : _ ■ _ .. .... ...... ... .. ... _ 


By Chris Ayres 
and Arthur Leathley 


The flotation would represent a 
U-tum for Mr Branson, who has 
long boasted about the advantages 
of keeping his empire private. He 


richard brans™ ,L I U & ooasieo aDOut me advantages 

ine a stock martyr cc,nsi ^f r " of keeping his empire private. He 
. a stock marker flotation for told The Times vesterriav that he 

Jl^vh^r nn ’ ent ? r ? up ’ which 51111 enjoyed “the luxury of Y lot being 
2SiS=^ d under the magni^igglass". 


some Virgin Megastore overseas. 

The plans are being drawn up as 
speculation intensifies in the City 
that the proposed flotation of Virgin 
Rail, expected this spring, may be 
delayed until the autumn and may 
not happen until 1999. 


However, Mr Branson added that 
the recent US$216 million (£130 
million) flotation of Virgin Express, 
the cut-price airline, had increased 
his faith in the stock market. He 
said: There is a chance that one or 
two other Virgin companies will 


come to the market shortly.” His 
comments came as Virgin execu¬ 
tives denied suggestions that the 
flotation of the trains company is to 
be shelved or even abandoned. 
Doubts over the proposed flotation 
have surfaced in the City in recent 
weeks in the absence of details 
about the £250 million sell-off — due 
to take place in early summer. 

Virgin insisted that an early 
flotation had now been made more 
likely by provisional approval given 
by the rail regulator for Virgin plans 


to upgrade its west coast mainline. 
A final decision on the flotation is 
expected this month when Virgin 
meets shareholders, led by Merrill 
Lynch, that are pressing for an early 
flotation. 

Mr Branson is under some pres¬ 
sure to come to a swift decision on 
whether to float during the summer 
or in the autumn, or lose his 
majority vote on Virgin Rail. 

Aides to Mr Branson confirmed 
that Virgin Entertainment Group, 
could also be in line for flotation. 


possibly within the next two years. 

Virgin Entertainment Group was 
formal in September last year to 
merge Mr Branson's cinema and 
retailing interest 

A credit facility of £150 million 
was provided by Bankers’ TrusL 
The group excludes Virgin's 25 per 
cent stake in WH Smith's Virgin 
Our Price retail operation in the 
UK. The Virgin cinema chain was 
established in 1995. when Mr 
Branson bought 116 UK cinemas 
from MGM. Virgin later sold 93 of 


Argos fights 
GUS with 
£431m payout 

By Sarah Cunningham, retail correspondent 


ARGOS has vowed to return 
£431 million to its sharehold¬ 
ers in return for their loyalty 
in the face of a £1.6 billion 
hostile takeover bid by Great 
Universal Stores. The com¬ 
pany has also forecast a 27 
per cent jump in profits. 

Argos told its shareholders 
that, if the 570p-a-share GUS 
bid is rejected, they will re¬ 
ceive 150p for each share held. 
It also said that, putting Argos 
on a sector trading multiple 
and adding the 150p. the 
shares have “an implied val¬ 
ue" of 700p. 

GUS dismissed Argos’s 
claims. Lord Wolfson of 
Sunningdale. its chairman, 
said: “It is extraordinary that 
after a series of profit 
warnings. Argos believes it 
deserves a blue chip price 
earnings multiple similar to 
Marks & Spencer. Kingfisher 
and Boots. To apply that 
multiple to a substantially 
adjusted and quite imaginary • 
profits figure is totally; 
unrealistic." 

Analysts expressed some 
concern about the scale of 
Argos’s return of cash, which 
was far greater than they had 
expected and which would 
leave the company with nega¬ 
tive net assets. “Argos would 
effectively be controlled by its 
banks. 1 think Argos has 


rather over-egged the pud¬ 
ding." (Hie said. 

Analysts were divided on 
what is likely to happen, with 
some expecting to see GUS 
return with as much as 670p a 
share and others predicting 
that the company will offer very 
little more—perhaps 600p—or 


"I am determined to deliver 
the value inherent in Argos’ 
strategy to Argos sharehold¬ 
ers. GUS’ oner woefully 
undervalues Areos and 
should be rejectedL’ 

Stuart Rose, chief executive of 
Argos 

‘It is . extraordinaiy that 
after.. 'profit warnings, Ar¬ 
gos believes it deserves a blue 
chip price-earnings multiple 
similar to Marks and Spen¬ 
cer. Kingfisher and Boots.’ 
Lord Wolfson of Sunningdale, 
chairman of GUS 


even stick at its original 570p 
price. GUS is expected to 
respond early next week. 

Argos’ defence document 
included a forecast for interim 
pre-tax profit of £35.9 million, 
up 26.9 per cent on last year. 
The forecast for total divi¬ 
dends per share was 212p, an 
increase of 15 per cent The 


company also said that it 
plans to close its two First Stop 
shops, which sell heavily dis¬ 
counted goods and were 
opened on a trial basis, at a 
cost of about £2 million. 

Stuart Rose, chief executive 
of Argos, said: “We have 
already announced a powerful 
retailing strategy for an inde¬ 
pendent Argos. Argos does not 
need GUS. Today, we have 
announced a package which 
demonstrates the financial 
strength of Argos while leav¬ 
ing in place a robust platform 
for continued growth. I am 
determined to deliver the val¬ 
ue inherent in Argos’s strategy 
to Argos shareholders. GUSls 
offer woefully undervalues Ar¬ 
gos and should be rejected." 

Argos shares, which have 
been rising steadily on the 
ocpectation that GUS will 
increase its bid, dosed down 
2p at 646p while GUS dosed 
6p higher ar 760p. 

GUS moved a step doser to 
securing its acquisition of 
Metromail, the US data busi¬ 
ness, when the Delaware Su¬ 
preme Court denied an appeal 
by rival bidder, American 
Business Information, against 
a ruling that had prevented it 
from blocking GUS*s lad. 

Hot Seat page 30 
Tempos, page 31 



Stuart Rose said the package announced demonstrated Argos’s financial strength 


Pound falls sharply to 
end at low for the week 


By Janet Bush, economics editor 


THE pound, which set off a 
political spat when it reached 
a nine-year high of DM3.10. 
fell sharply in late trading 
yesterday to end the week at 
below Monday's opening. 

Sterling was quoted at 
DM3.0679 in late London 
trading, down on the 
DM3.0762 that prevailed a 
week earlier and significantly 
lower than its peak on Tues¬ 
day of above DM3.I0. 

The spotlight on the foreign 
exchanges yesterday moved 
from sterling to the dollar and 
yen. The US currency reached 
a 6*2 -year high against the yen 


on the surprise news that 
Moody's, the credit rating 
agency, had lowered the rat¬ 
ing outlook on Japan’s debt 
and domestic currency. Deal¬ 
ers in Tokyo said that the 
Bank of Japan had intervened 
to support the yen. 

The other major focus of 
market was that the US non¬ 
farm payrolls had fallen by 
36.000 in March, the first 
decline in this key indicator of 
the labour market since Janu¬ 
ary. 1996. Wall Street econo¬ 
mists had expected the 
number of jobs outside the 
agricultural sector would rise 


by 220,000. The news was seen 
as a signal the LIS economy 
may be slowing down to a 
more sustainable pace and the 
US Federal Reserve is even 
(ess likely to raise interest 
rates. 

In early trading on Wall 
Street, the Dow Jones Indus¬ 
trial Average breached 9,000 
points for the first time. By 
early afternoon it had slipped 
12.45 points lower at 8.974.19. 

in London the FTSE 100 
closed 11.4 points higher at 
6,064-2. _ 

Stock market, page 31 


Groups cool 
on bank code 

TESCO, Ha rrods Bank and 
even Richard Branson’s 
banking operation. Virgin 
One, have failed to sign the 
banking code of good prac¬ 
tice. the industry’s guide¬ 
lines for consumer protec¬ 
tion (Richard Miles writes). 

The voluntary code com¬ 
mits banks to certain levels 
of service and informs 
customers how to complain. 
Tesoo says it does not need 
to adopt the code because its 
service is provided by the 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
(RBS). which is a signatory. 
Virgin One also uses RBS. 

Harrods Bank was un¬ 
available for comment 
Harrods Bank was un¬ 
available for comment 


Nomura leads race 
to buy RoadChef 


By Dominic Walsh 


NOMURA has overtaken 
Nflcka its Japanese rival, in 
the race to buy RoadChef, the 
motorway sendee group. The 
investment bank’s acquisitive 
finance arm is understood to 
be in final negotiations on a 
deal valuing RoadChef at 
around E200 million. Unless 
Nikko raises its offer again the 
deal is expected to be signed in 
the next few days. 

The biggest beneficiary of 
the sale will be Tim Ingram 
Hill, the group’s chairman, 
who led a management 
buyout in 1983. Mr Ingram 
Hill, who is believed to have a 
60 per cent stake, is thought to 


have been prompted to ask 
Arthur Andersen to canvass 
buyers after Welcome Break 
was sold last year for an 
astonishing £476 million. 

There will also be big 
payouts to around 400 
RoadChef staff who are mem¬ 
bers of its employee share 
ownership plan. 

RoadChef, founded in 1972. 
is Britain’s third-biggest mo¬ 
torway service station opera¬ 
tor behind Granada and 
Welcome Break, with a 17 per 
cent market share. In 1996. the 
last year for which figures are 
available, it reported pre-tax 
profits of EX2 million. 


the smaller theatres for £69 million 
to a management buyout team in 
1996. Since then, it has refurbished 
half the remaining 23 cinemas and 
opened six new multiplexes. 

Virgin plans to open 22 more 
multiplexes over the next three 
years, and also plans to invest up to 
$60 million (£36 million) over the 
same three-year period on expand¬ 
ing its cinema chain into the US and 
Japan. 

Commentary, page 29 


NewVW 

engine 

could 

help 

win Rolls 

By Adam Jones 


VOLKSWAGEN, which has 
made a dramatic improved 
bid for Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars, is understood to be 
testing a new 12-cylinder en¬ 
gine that could be built in 
Britain and used in the luxury 
carmaker’s new range. 

For its renewed offer to be 
taken seriously in the face of 
BMW'S £340 million bid, 
which Vickers accepted in 
principle earlier this week. 
VW has to get round the 
problem of BMW’s engine- 
supply agreement 

Bemd Pischetsrieder, the 
BMW chairman, has said 
that he will stop supplying the 
12-cylinder engine for the new 
Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph, 
and the eight-cylinder engine 
for the new Bentley Amage. if 
Rolls goes to another bidder. 

Volkswagen's new offer for 
Rolls-Royce is thought to in¬ 
clude a bid for Cosworth. the 
high-performance engine mak¬ 
er owned by Vickers. The new 
12-cylinder engine being devel¬ 
oped by VW is an expansion of 
existing six-cylinder technology 
used in VWs Golf and Passat. 
The more powerful engine 
could be made at Cosworth 
and used in some way in the 
new range if BMW withdraws. 

The engine swap would still 
be a huge gamble that could 
damage sales of the new cars. 
VW refused to comment on the 
matter yesterday, but a 
spokesman did confirm that a 
renewed bid has gone to 
Vickers, which put Rolls up for 
sale last year. “We think die 
new bid is financially superior 
to the BMW bid," he said. 

Vickers responded by issu- | 
ing a statement to the London j 
Stock Exchange repealing that 
it will not negotiate with 
anyone other than BMW until 
the end of April. “The com¬ 
pany is therefore not in a 
position to respond to any 
unsolicited offers during that 
period.” it said. 

Vickers shareholders will 
have to vote on the BMW offer 
at a special meeting, likely to be 
in May. It is thought likely that 
they will be lobbied by VW 
before the end of the exclusive 
negotiating period with BMW. 
One big shareholder said this 
week that a BMW resolution 
from Vickers directors could be 
rejected tty investors if they 
believed that a concrete higher 
offer had not been taken on 
board. Shares in Vickers rose 
6*2 p to 237p yesterday. 
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Liberty 
sued by 
ousted 
Cassidy 

By Jon Ashworth 


DENIS CASSIDY, ousted in 
December as chairman of 
Liberty, the Regent Street re¬ 
tailer, is suing the company 
for more than £200,000 in 
compensation for loss of office. 

In an action lodged at the 
High Court in London, he 
alleges Liberty acted in breach 
of his contract in terminating 
his employment without due 
notice. He is suing for £115.000 
in lieu of 12 months’ notice, 
and seeking various addition¬ 
al sums totalling just under 
£208,000. with the possibility 
of further sums in bonuses 
that would have been payable 
this year. 

Two other former Liberty 
directors, Andrew Garety and 
lan Thomson, are separately 
suing for more than £) mil¬ 
lion. Mr Garety, the former 
finance director and chair¬ 
man, is claiming compensa¬ 
tion of £560,000 for loss of 
office. Mr Thomson, the for¬ 
mer managing director, is 
claiming £536.000. 

Mr Garety and Mr Thomson 
resigned in January under 
pressure from the same faction 
that forced Mr Cassidy’s depar¬ 
ture. The Stewart’Liberty fam¬ 
ily, working with Brian 
Myerson. the South African 
investor, and with the support 
of the Merchant Navy Officers 
Pension Fund, together spoke 
for more than 50 per cent of the 
Liberty shares. They had 
threatened to call an extraordi¬ 
nary general meeting to force 
through the board changes. 


G entlemen, place your bets. For 
some, it was a dead cert this 
week as the stock market soared 
through 6,000. and corporate excess 
swept along with it The pound hit its 
highest level in ten years, while a 
Teutonic tussle broke out over Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars. 

Star billing this week goes to GTeca. 
the American lottery expert which unrav¬ 
elled itself from CameloL operator of the 
National Lottery — and collected 15\ 
million for its troubles. Camelot has 

bought out GTech's 215 percent stoke, 
saying it is “bowing to the public mood , 
but the Americans continue with the day- 
to-day running of the lottery. 

The move follows Richard Branson s 
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High Court libel victory over Guy 
Snowden, the GTecfa co-founder, who 
was held to have tried to bribe Branson 
to stay out of the race for the lottery 
licence. The Government Intends to 
replace the tottery regulator with a five- 
member committee in the hope of 
restoring public confidence. 

Also ranking high in the “easy money" 
stakes is Leon Davis, chief executive of 
Rio Tin to, the world’s biggest mining 
group. an Australian, enjoys the 


run of a London house that would cost 
more than £270,000 a year to rent 
according to the Rio Tin to annual 
report The company picks up the tab. 

BMW, the German carmaker, ap¬ 
peared to trump its rivals with a 
£340 million bid for Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars — but the race is not over. 
Volkswagen made a higher offer and 
may appeal directly to the shareholders 
of Vickers, owner of the luxury marque. 

Wednesday brought a new landmark 


for the FTSE 100 index of leading shares, 
which dosed above 6,000 points for the 
first time. The pound rose above 
DM3.10. heaping pressure on UK ex¬ 
porters and fuelling fears of recession. 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, told the 
Treasury Select Committee that it would 
be wrong to give in to short-term 
pressures. 

Courtaulds, the chemicals group, 
could soon disappear into the arms of a 
foreign buyer. Talks are under way with 


an unnamed bidder — thought to be 
Akzo Nobel of The Netherlands. Sir 
Richard Sykes, chairman of Glaxo 
Wellcome, admitted in evidence to MPs 
that the £100 billion merger with 
SmithKIine Beecham foundered on 
disagreements over the pecking order of 
senior management Glaxo Wellcome 
executives stood to make about £70,000 
each from share options had the deal 
gone ahead. 

Tokyo’s “Big Bang” ushered in an era 


of more open competition amid predic¬ 
tions that the Japanese, economy could 
be entering a long spiral of deflation. 

There had to be one loser this week. 
Enter Terry Ramsden. the bankrupt 
former head of Edinburgh-based Glen 
International, who feces a possible 
prison sentence for failing to disclose 
assets. Ramsden made a fortune in the 
1980s trading Japanese warrants, in¬ 
dulging himself with Ferraris. Rolls- 
Royces and a Gnlfstream jet 

It did not last. Ramsden lost an 
estimated £58 million at the races over 
the years, including £2 million in a 
single day. Try that at Ainfree. 

Jon Ashworth 
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Japan shaken by Moody’s debt warning 


From Robert Whymant in Tokyo 

JAPAN’S ailing economy and nat¬ 
ional pride took another battering 
yesterday after Moody'S Investors 
Service, the influential American 
debt ratings agency, issued a warn¬ 
ing about the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment's top-notch bond rating. 

Stock and bond prices fell and the 
yen sank to its lowest level in six-and- 
a-half years, propelled by Moody’s 
announcement that it had downgrad¬ 


ed its outlook on Japan’s Triple-A 
rated sovereign debt to “negative" 
from “stable". 

Moody's said the downgrading 
reflected doubts about the ability of 
Japanese leaders to agree on policies 
to revive the world’s second-largest 
economy. Senior government offici¬ 
als expressed incredulity and annoy¬ 
ance at the warning. 

Kanezo Muraoka, chief govern¬ 
ment spokesman, responded: “The 
economy is stalled but the Govern¬ 


ment understands Japan has strong 

fundamentals in many respects." 

Hikaru Matsunaga, Finance Min¬ 
ister. declined to comment on the 
report but promised swift action. But 
ruling Liberal Democratic Parry 
leaders continue to bicker over the 16 
trillion yen (£72 billion}' stimulus 
package outlined last week. 

Government action to boost the 
economy is being held up by a row 
over whether to include tax cuts, and 
so make a policy U-turn that would 


gravely weaken Ryutaro Hashimoto, 
die Prime Minister who has staked 
his political life on fiscal tightening. 

The dithering by the Government 
has shaken confidence at home and 
overseas. On Thursday the chairman 
of Sony. Norio Ohga, said the 
Japanese economy was on the verge 
of collapse and criticized Mr 
Hashimoto's failure to take derisive 
action. His sentiments were echoed 
yesterday by Hiroshi Okuda, presi¬ 
dent of Toyota Motor Corp. who told 


The Times: “If Japanese government 
policy remains unchanged, wbat Mr 
Ohga said might become a reality." 

Economists said the risk of Japan 
defaulting on its debt obligati on was 
minuscule. But that did not stop the 
yen tumbling. The dollar broke 
through 135 yen level, its highest 
since September 1991. before falling 
baric on intervention by the Bank of 
Japan. Japanese stocks were also hit, 
with the key Nikkei index falling 
more than 1 per cent to 15.517.78. 


CCG insists 
Asian crisis 
is growth 
opportunity 

By Raymond Snoddy. media editor 


CORDfANT Communica¬ 
tions. the advertising and 
marketing group, said yester¬ 
day it saw the difficulties in 
south Asia as an opportunity 
to grow market share. How¬ 
ever. it has written off £2.2 
million in goodwill in Indone¬ 
sia as a precaution. 

Arthur D'Angelo, finance 
director, said yesterday that 
aithough 28 per cent of 
Cordiant’s revenues came 
from the Asia-Pacific region. 
18 per cent came from Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand. 5 per 
cent from India and China 
and only 5 per cent from 
troubled south Asia. 

“We are looking at this as an 
oppon unity to grow our busi¬ 
ness." said Mr D'Angelo. 

Loma Tilbian. the Panmure 
Gordon media analyst, has 
downgraded her 1998 pre-tax 
forecast for a demerged 
Cordiam from £315 million to 



Bank 

Bank 


Buys 

Setts 

AustraJfcs 3 

2.63 

2.45 

Austria Sdi .... 

22.64 

2088 

BeWuni Ft ... 

66.65 

61.69 

Canada S 

2.466 

2.296 


0539 

12.32 

0.868 

11X5 

Finland Mkk _ 

9.89 

9.14 

France Fr_ 

10.78 

10.00 

Germany Dm . 
Greece Dr_ 

324 

669 

3.00 

520 

Harra Kona S 

13.72 

12.52 

Iceland.. 

133 

113 

Ireland Pt 

1-28 

1.19 

Israel St* 

6.43 

5.78 

Italy Urn _ 

3208 

2971 

Japan Yen...... 

239.99 

222.45 

Malta . 

0.689 

0.640 

NetheridsGld 

3.655 

3360 

New Zealand $ 

3.16 

293 

Norway Kr_ 

1383 

12.39 

Portuqnl Esc .. 

327.46 

305.43 

S Africa Rd_ 

9.09 

8.13 

Spain Pta_ 

272.50 

253.71 

Sweden Kr .... 

14.11 

13X11 

Switzerland Fr 

2.70 

2-48 

Turfiey Lira.... 
USAS.. 

410511 

390633 

1.771 

1.628 


Rasa for smalt denomination bank 
notes only as supplied by Barclays Bank 
PLC. Different rales apply to traveflar's 
cheques. Raisa as at dose of trading 
yesterday. 


around £29 miHion because of 
the likely impact of Asian 
currency movements. 

Cordiant and Saatchi & 
Saarchi, which demerged on 
December 14. yesterday pub¬ 
lished pro forma results for 
1997 calculated as if they had 
been separate companies 
throughout the year. 

Cordiant (CCG) said pro 
forma revenue in 1997 was 
£307.6 million, compared with 
E3Z7.9 million in 1996. al¬ 
though there was a 4 per cent 
rise at constant prices. Trad¬ 
ing profit rose 20 per cent to 
£24 million—a 42 per cent rise 
at constant rates. Earnings 
rose from 5.2p a share to 5.9p 
and a 12p dividend represent¬ 
ed a 20 per cent rise. CCG 
shares fell 1*2 p to 1344 p. 

At Saatchi & Saatchi Bob 
Seelert, chief executive, said 
the company was “high step¬ 
ping" into its first demerged 
year and added: “Indepen¬ 
dence suits us." 

Satchi & Saatchi. whose 
shares have risen from IlOp to 
172p in just two months, had 
pro forma revenues of £374.8 
million compared with £368.8 
million last time, a 9.6 per cent 
rise. Profit before interest, tax 
and exceptional s rose 39.1 per 
cent to £30.6 million. Earnings 
rose to 6.6p a share before 
exceptional items, compared 
with 4.lp last time. 

The company said it had 
won a record $183 million 
worth of new billings in the 
first quarter including the Oil 
of Ulay account In the US 
from Procter & Gamble. 

Ms Tilbian said Saatchi, 
which has virtually no Asian 
exposure, had produced re¬ 
sults in line with expectations 
and her pre-tax forecast of £31 
million is unchanged. Saatchi 
shares fell 54 p to 167p. 
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David Edmonds yesterday promised to protect and strengthen the rights of consumers as he took over at Oftei 


Edmonds 
takes over 
at Oftei 

By Raymond Snoddy 
MEDIA EDITOR 

DAVID EDMONDS, the 
new Director-General of Tele¬ 
communications, promised 
yesterday to protect and 
strengthen die rights of con¬ 
sumers as the distinctions 
between telecoms, broadcast¬ 
ing and information technol¬ 
ogy continue to blur. 

Mr Edmonds, who was 
managing director of group 
central services at NatWest 
Group between 1991 and 1997. 
has now taken over formally 
at Oftei following the depar¬ 
ture of Don Cruickshank. 

Mr Edmonds said his other 
key task was to make sure the 
UK telecoms companies have 
a regulatory framework 
“which allows them to com¬ 
pete, grow and exploit new 
opportunities to the benefit of 
the UK economy”. 

Mr Edmonds, who is 54. is 
a former dvil servant who 
was also chief executive of the 
Housing Corporation. 


Disappearing Dalgety 
lifts investors’ payout 


THE dismemberment of 
Dalgety is yielding even 
more cash for shareholders. 
The agribusiness company is 
adding £25 million to the 
capital repayment of £650 
million announced in Febru¬ 
ary. and investors can expect 
further distributions from 
Dalgety's successor. PIC 
International, the pig- 
breeding company. 

The European Commis¬ 
sion has cleared the sale of 
Dalgety’s petfood business to 
Nestle earlier than expected. 
Completion of the capital 
restructuring and repayment 
will take place on June 26 
and investors will receive, for 
each Dalgety share, a share 
in PIC plus 2325p in cash. 
The early European clear¬ 
ance means that investors 
will no longer receive some 
of the cash in loan notes. 

As part of the 


By Carl Mortished 

arrangement. Dalgety, whose 
chief executive is Ken Hanna 
is proposing to scrap the final 
dividend, which would have 
been paid to shareholders in 
December. 

Instead, the company is 
enhancing the capital repay- 



new Hanna: capital repayment 


ment by £25 million, equal to 
85p per share. The change 
means that hs shareholders 
will receive their cash gross as 
a repayment of capital rather 
than as a dividend, which 
would be subject to advance 
corporation tax. 

PIC International, the pig- 
breeder. is expeoed to be 
valued at around £350 mil¬ 
lion, but the company will also 
be free of debt with some £50 
million to £70 million in the 
bank. 

That figure could rise fur¬ 
ther if Dalgety succeeds in 
current negotiations to sell 
Dalgety Agriculture to its 
management A spokesman 
said: “The new company will 
be in a reasonable position, to 
return further capital to share¬ 
holders." 

Dalgety Agriculture is ex¬ 
pected to be sold for about £50 
million. 


ARGOS pIc 

Chief Executive 
Stuart Rose 
recently outlined your 
company's retail 
strategy for growth in 
a presentation titled 
"Fast Forward". 

Shareholders wishing to obtain 
a video of the Fast Forward 
presentation and hear Argos' 
financial case for rejecting the bid 
should call: 

0800 882 828 

The Direclore of ARGOS pk are the person responsible for this advertBenwru. Those 
Directors confirm that, to the best of their know/ledge and belief, having taken an 
reasonable cane to ensure that such rs the case, the information contained in this 
advertisement s *i accordance with the foes and does not am anything Seely to affea the 
inpon of sich mformanan. The Dreams of ARGOS pk accept responsbffty aaonfingly. 


Eurotunnel debt 
plan under way 


By Martin Barrow 


EUROTUNNEL is to begin 
paying interest on its debt 
mountain next week after a 
30-month suspension when 
the company's debt restruc¬ 
turing finally comes into 
effect. 

Eurotunnel halted the pay¬ 
ment of interest on more than 
£8 billion in subordinated 
debt in September 1995 pend¬ 
ing the conclusion of negotia¬ 
tions with its creditor banks. 

The negotiations were 
completed in November 1997 
with an agreement under 
which the banks wrote down 
£2 billion of the debt and 
reduced the interest rate on 
the balance in exchange for 
an equity stake. 

Eurotunnel will issue to the 
banks more than 7.7 billion 
new units, comprising one 
Eurotunnel SA share and one 
Eurotunnel pic share, which 


begin trading in London and 
Paris on Wednesday. Credi¬ 
tors will also receive a combi¬ 
nation of loan notes and 
convertible warrants. 

In addition to writing 
down £2 billion in debt and 
reducing interest rates on the 
balance, the banks extended 
an extra £1.85 billion in 
credit 

The debt restructuring 
plan gives Eurotunnel's 174 
creditor banks 45.5 per cent 
of the company in exchange 
for £1 billion of debt. 

Creditors could eventually 
hold as much as 75.5 per cent 
of Eurotunnel if all instru¬ 
ments issued as part of the 
restructuring are converted 
into equity. 

The shares traded at 46p 
yesterday, against a 12- 
month high of 84p and a five- 
year high of 533p. 


GTE plans 
sell-offs to 
raise $3bn 

By Raymond Snoddy 
MEDIA EDITOR 

GTE, one of the world’s larg¬ 
est telephone companies, with 
ambitions to expand into 
Europe said yesterday it is 
embarking on a plan to re¬ 
position or dispose of non- 
strategic assets which would 
generate up to $3 billion (£1.8 
billion) for reinvestment. Cost¬ 
cutting is expected to raise 
another $500 million. 

Some local telephone busi¬ 
nesses will be sold Airfone. an 
air-to-ground communica¬ 
tions subsidiary will either be 
sold or injected into a 
partnership. 

Investments in Hybrid Fi¬ 
ber Coax, an analogue video 
system, will be written down 
because of digital develop¬ 
ments precluding the need for 
building a separate network. 

GTE has annual revenues 
of $23 billion. 


Four jailed for cheating 
Russian companies 

TWO husband-and-wife teams, one Russian and one British 
who made $2.4 million (£13 million) signing up hundreds of 
businesses in the former Soviet Union for a non-existent 
inference were jailed yesterday by Isleworth Crown court. 
Svetlana Kouznetsova. 34. was ^tenced to wo years for 
conspiracy to defraud. Her husband. Igor Falkovsky, 35. 
received three years for money laundering. Midiae Newman. 
39. who was extradited from Switzerland, received three years 
for furnishing false information for accounting purposes. His 
wife. Maria/31. received IS months for conspiring to go 
equipped to cheat. She helped to prepare and mail documents. 

The case was brought by the Serious Fraud Office and 
Thames Valley Police. The defendants admitted inducing 700 
businesses in the former Soviet Union to pay travelling and 
accommodation costs for senior personnel toanend non¬ 
existent management seminars in California. Thousands of 
brochures printed in Reading. Berkshire, were used to entice 
businesses in Ukraine and Russia. The SFO is seeking 
confiscation orders to return the victims’ money to them. 
Using a Bermudan company, the defendants asked for 
payments to be sent to accounts in London and Geneva. 

Forward goes backward 

FORWARD TECHNOLOGY, the audio and electronics 
group that disclosed it had received a takeover approach 
earlier this week, yesterday reported 1997 pre-tax losses of 
£25 mill in n after an exceptional charge of almost £1.9 million 
against restructuring- Losses in 1996 amounted to E613.000. 
Losses were 73p a share (13p loss last time). There is no 
dividend (]-25p). The shares fell Ip to I4p yesterday, against a 
12-month high of 304p. Turnover fell to £51.4 million from 
£57.9 million. 

New chief at Microgen 

MICROGEN shares soared 304 p to I05p after the information 
management services group said its new executive chairman 
would be Martyn Ratdiffe, former general manager of Dell 
Computer Corporation's overseas operations. Mr Ratdiffe will 
invest £35 million in a 9.9 per cent stake in Microgen. Douglas 
Lee will continue as executive chairman until Mr Ratdiffe 
starts executive duties in August, when Mr Lee will become a 
director with a consultative role. Mr Ratdiffe will be granted 
options over one million new shares at 90p each. 

Axa to promote brand 

AXA, the insurer, has begun an £8 million advertising 
campaign to promote its companies in the l/K under a 
single brand. Axa owns Axa Sun life, the third largest life 
and pension company whose direct sales arm, Axa 
Assurance, will be launched on Monday. It also owns Axa 
Direct, the home and motor insurer, which is changing its 
name from Prospero Direct The UK holding company is 
Sun life and Provincial Holdings, which is 72 per cent 
owned by Axa. 

Phillips in US purchase 

PHILLIPS, the fine art auctioneer, has acquired Selkirk's, a 
leading US auction house based in in St Louis. It is the first 
acquisition by the company since it was sold by Christopher 
Weston two months ago. Chris Thomson, the new chief 
executive, said the acquisition was the first step in a planned 
expansion programme that would create a network in key 
locations throughout North America. Selkirk’s has dominat¬ 
ed the market in the Mid West since it was founded in 1830. It 
has an annual turnover of $5 million (£3 million). 

Queensborough steady 

QUEENSBOROUGH HOLDINGS, the leisure group, 
returned same-again profits of £3.6 million for the year to 
January 31 on sales up from £30.3 million to £36.5 million. 
Earnings rose from 2.55p to 258p out of which the total 
dividend rises from 03p to 0.4p after payment of a 03p 
final. The shares remained unchanged at 25p. The 
company said it will concentrate in future on caravan 
paries and its new casual dining restaurants and that it 
had a net asset value of 41p per share. 

Morland to shut breweiy 

MORLAND, the brewer, is to close its Langham brewery 
and take a writedown of up to £6 million. The exceptional 
charge takes account of the acquisition of Ruddles, which was 
bought, along with the Langham brewery, from Grolsch in 
September 1997. Morland said that a review of medium-term 
prospects concluded that major contract brewing agreements 
would be necessary but discussions with customers proved 
this would not be possible. Morland will also upgrade its 
Abingdon brewery at a cost of £15 million. 

Oxford Molecular bid 

OXFORD MOLECULAR GROUP, the developer of 
bioinformatics and molecular design software systems, has 
made an agreed £63 million bid for Chemical Design 
Holdings, which supplies drug database software. Oxford is 
offering 557 new shares for every 1,000 Chemical Design 
shares, valuing each share at 1974 p. Keith Davies and his 
wife Mary Bogdiukiewicz, founders of Chemical Design, 
have agreed to accept 456 new Oxford shares for every 1,000 
Chemical Design shares, valuing each share at 90p. 

Compco sells retail park 

COMPCO, the property investment and development group, 
nas so d the Anchor Retail Parkin Hartlepool to Canada Life 
for El 15 million. The park contains 80.000 sq ft of retail 
warehousing with tenants that include Currys. Carnetricht 
J JP - Sports - Nl & 1 Rom* J' oint chief executive of Compco. 

hnr^fl 1 ,S a §reat ret f P arit . wi,h P len ty of growth potential 
■ii- a com P an y °f our size an immediate profit of £25 
ternptine - Fortunately we are finding plenty 
of opportunities to reinvest that money." 6 F 1 : 


Compagnie Generate des Eaux changes its im age 

French water starts to live 


From Adam Sage in paris 

FOR the past 145 years, it has been 
known prosaically as the Compagnie 
G£n&raJe des Eaux: the General Water 
Company. But yesterday, as the winds of 
Cool Britannia blew across the Channel 
the French conglomerate said it was 
adopting the altogether trendier name of 
Vivendi. 

The company's chairman. Jean-Marie 
Messier, startled France's conservative 
business community by announcing 
what amounts to die country’s first 
corporate redesign. 

“The name Vivendi is warm, foil of life 
and it resembles what we do — local 
services which improve daily life." M 
Messier said. "It will give the group the 


international fame that it lacks today." 

Behind the change, however, lies his 
ambition to transform from a utilities 
firm into a group focussed on the media 
and telecommunications industry. After 
taking over the French media group. 
Havas, last month, the conglomerate, 
which now boasts an annual turnover of 
Fr210 billion (£21 billion), wants to 
become a European Time Warner. 

Yesterday. M Messier said his group, 
whose interests in the UK range from 
healthcare to water provision, would 
increase its operating profit by 50 per 
cent a year over the next two yean to 
reach FrIO billion in 1999. 

However, its old name, which it has 
born since its creation in 1853, was 
unsuitable in the new world of computers 


and cables. Hence the need M Messier to 
follow his British counterparts and call 
on corporate designers. Vivendi, which 
comes from the Latin verb vivere, to live, 
evokes “a more global notion of power 
and energy," said Marcel Bottoru the 
chairman of Nomen. the French consul¬ 
tants who helped to chose the new title. 

Having drawn up a list of nine names 
pronounceable in the 88 countries where 

U* ?? , el ??? erate interests. M Batton 
sumbitted the candidates to focus groups 
of seven different nationalities. ^ ** 
s ix. induding the British, preferred 
V ™S! dl ' wtfo only the Chinese opting for 

noSSoSEri*' Eger >' The narawill 
no doubt take tune to catch on among the 

group s customers in provincial France, 
who like nothing more than tradition! 


THE sunbaytimes 

RACE 
ROLLS ON 

^The race for 
Rolls-Royce Motors 
seemed run. BMW was 
tinned as the winning 
buyer with a bid valued 
at £340m. Rut one man 
refused to accept defeat: 
Ferdinand Piech, head 
of Volkswagen, is 

still fighting to buy 
the last major 
British car-maker ^ 

fosiness Focus — 
The Sunday Times, 
tomorrow 
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T here are those who sav 
that, with a few honour¬ 
able exceptions. marketing 
services companies are run in the 
interests of their employees 
rather than their shareholders 
Anybody who has worked at an 
advertising agency will testify 
what niceplaces they are to while 
away the few hours between 9am 
and 6pm, with the obligatory 
couple of hours for lunch. Coffee 
and wine bars in the office are 
virtually the norm. Office ro¬ 
mances, far from being dis¬ 
couraged, as in most organisa¬ 
tions- are seei as a peril And 
while the top flight of advertising 
executives enjoy salary packages 
on a par with traders in the City 
or leaders of multibillionpound 
corporations, investors seem to 
have to survive on a pretty 
meagre diet 

Over the years, the market has 
become increasingly depressed 
about advertising shares. A £1 
put into Saatchi & Saatchi in 
1986, would be worth less than 4p 
now. WPP shares plummeted to 


gered millions of pounds in 
bonus payments for Martin 
Sorrell, the chief executive. And 
anyone who swallowed the story 
preached by Mike Greenlees 
when his GGT Group paid more 
than £100 million for BDDP. the 
Franco-American agency, will be 
glad that Omnicom, the US 
group, was there to pick up the 
pieces when the New York arm 
of BDDP fell apart six months 


after the GGT takeover. Mr 
Greenless has emerged from all 
of this with a five-year contract 
from Omnicom paying £500.000 
a year, which shows that at least 
he did well out of the mess. 

The other beneficiary of the 
GGT cteb&cle has been Saatchi & 
Saatchi. which picked up the £50 
million a year account to pro¬ 
mote Oil of Olay (as they spell it 
m the US) when Procter & 
Gamble took it away from 
BDDP. The Olay victory faas 
oiled the wheels of Saatchi’s 
share price, which is at last 
moving towards the200p a share 
target that Bob Seelert. Saatchi's 
chief executive, set for it when he 
announced the demerger from 
Cordiant Communications. 

Yesterday Saatchi also gave 
some indication that it might 
actually be breaking away from 
the "enrich the staff/bankrupt 
the investors" trap. The agency 
looks like settling down six 
months on from demerging from 
Cordiant and three years on 
from the dramatic departure of 
the firm’s two founders and 
many of their friends. Lo and 
behold, Saatchi’s financial re¬ 
sults were encouraging — the 
first time this has happened for 
more than a decade — bui more 
importantly the profit margin 
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has jumped from 6 to 82 per 
coil Now an 82 per cent profit 
margin might not seem too much 
to ask — particularly as the likes 
of WPP. which owns J Walter 
Thompson and Ogilvy & 
Mather, is achieving around 12 
per cent But it shows that 
Saatchi is at last paying attention 
to its investors’ interest. Perhaps 
the massive share incentive 
scheme that Saatchi put in place 
for executives last year has 
something to do with this. 

A very private 
railway 

F ew will pay much attention 
to the rail regulators por¬ 
tentous provisos to the plan 
to upgrade the West Coast main 
line. From the Deputy Prime 
Minister down, all concerned are 
desperate to get some big rail 
project off the drawing board. 
This includes Richard Branson 
of Virgin Rail, whose much- 


touted involvement in the fast 
link to the Channel has proved so 
ignominious and whose train 
services have so far been 
embarrassing. 

The innovative revenue-shar¬ 
ing deal between Virgin Rail and 
Rail trade looks messy but in¬ 
evitable. British Rail was priva¬ 
tised in a pattern that is simply 
not geared to major projects mat 
have to tie operations in with 
infrastructure improvements. 

Evidently, most of the invest¬ 
ment will be coining from Rail- 
track. If ihe industry's private 
structure otherwise works as ft 
should. Virgin should be able to 
lease new tilting trains to take 
advantage of Ralttrack’s cash. 

The Railtrack deal should, 
however, allow Mr Branson to 
capitalise the possible future 
profits by floating Virgin Rail in 
die summer should he wish. The 
runes suggest that he is ex¬ 
tremely keen to do so. Indeed, he 
might well care to float anything, 
whether or not it moves, in order 


to please outside shareholders 
and move on to projects new. 
Candidates could include Virgin 
Cinemas, the remaining commu¬ 
nications businesses and any¬ 
thing else that would pass 
muster. 

Virgin Rail has been a likely 
candidate ever since flotations of 
other rail operators proved so 
profitable for their promoters. 
Given Mr Branson’s amazingly 
high esteem, according to all 
those daft polls, there is every 
reason to think that younger 
members of die investing public 
could hardly get their cheque 
books out fast enough. 

That is not to say that they or 
Mr Branson would be wise. All 
should remember that he had a 
public company before. One of 
the entrepreneur’s wisest de¬ 
cisions was to take h private - 
again. Mr Branson and the 
City's tedious ways do not mix 
welL In rerent years he has 
developed Virgin into a business 
whose central and key asset is its 


brand name, which Mr Branson 
needs to control- 
investors usually live to regret 
owning minority interest in com¬ 
panies controlled by an idio¬ 
syncratic individual, however 
brilliant Perhaps that is why the 
outside shareholders in Virgin 
Rail, led by Merrill Lynch, are so 
keen to have a route out and 
count their profits. 

RACupa 

windfall 

T he unseemly row about 
whether the RAC should 
demutualise follows a pat¬ 
ten this newspaper has been 
predicting for a while. Democ¬ 
racy was never likely to reign 
when the prospect of a £20,000 
windfall for members of the Pall 
Mall dub was in the offing. The 
"associate members", who pay 
upwards of £50 a year for 
roadside rescue, will be left with 
nothing once the bounty is 
handed out to the "full mem¬ 
bers", who pay between £454 and 
£623 a year to swim, play golf 
and drink in pretty sumptous 
surroundings. 

Though the actions by Jeffrey 
Rose, the outgoing chairman, 
appear to be a classic preemptive 


mg chairman, 
ssic preemptive 


strike to preserve the privileges 
of the privileged, he has to be 
commended for bringing the 
debate to a head. The RAC, and 
for that matter the AA. are facing 
challenging times, where the 
opportunities for growth are 
mouthwatering, particularly in 
financial services, but the com¬ 
petition is becoming increasingly 
fierce. Being a public company 
wall help the RAC at this time — 
just as it has helped some of the 
more intelligent former building 
societies, like Northern Rode ana 
Halifax. It would also help the 
AA, Bupa and, one might dare to 
Suggest, some parts of the Co¬ 
operative movement 
But if the rows about ownership 
of the RAC are anything to go by. 
AA. Bupa and Coop members 
should not hold their breath 
waiting for their bonanzas. Indeed, 
if I were a foil member of the RAC. 
I would not be putting my cham¬ 
pagne on ice just yet 

Viva who? 

THE appalling fashion to reduce 
famous companies to anony¬ 
mous, indistinguishable initials 
has given way to a new one to 
adopt the bland labels given to 
cars. France’s vastly ambitious 
Corapanie G6n£rale des Eaux 
has more flare at Cortinaisation 
than British groups that van¬ 
ished into Arriva, Cordiant or 
Diageo. But Vivendi does not 
quite convey the claimed “global 
notion of power and energy". 
Why not just drop "des Eaux"? 


Rescued Costain 
forecasts an end 
to run of losses 


COSTAIN, the refocused 
engineering and construction 
company* recently saved by 
Skanska of Sweden after a 
year-long share suspension, 
yesterday said that it expected 
to break even within the next 
12 months. 

The relatively upbeat tone 
came as the company report¬ 
ed a fall in pre-tax losses from 
£623 million to £7.4 million. 
Sales fell by about 23 per cent, 
from £744 million to £57] 
million, mainly because of 
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By Chris Ayres 

disposals made - by the 
company. . 

John Armitt, chief executive, 
said that Costain was on 
tender lists for work worth 
£450 million in Hong Kong 
and he. also disclosed a £25 
million joint venture deal with 
Shell. 

Mr Armitt said that the 
suspension of: Costain shares 
for such a long time had hit 
-trading, but added: “We have 
witnessed an increase in the 
number and quality of in vita- 


sets out terms 
for rights issue 


By Carl Mortished 


MONUMENT Oil & Gas is 
seeking opportunities in 
Iran and Azerbaijan to com¬ 
plement its base in Turk¬ 
menistan. The exploration 
group yesterday revealed 
die terms of a £96 million 
rights issue at 55p per share, 
aimed at raising funds for 
the development of the 
Burun field in Turkmeni¬ 
stan as well as the Fyne field 
in the North Sea. 

Monument is in late^stage 
negotiations over a billion- 
barrel oil prospect in the 
Azerbaijan sector of the 
Caspian. The lnam field is 
in shallow water, 30kms 
offshore and Monument is 
competing with Amoco and 
Central Fuels, a Russian oil 
company for a production 
sharing agreement The 
company also intends to 
enter the forthcoming Iran¬ 
ian buy-back round. Refer¬ 
ring to the US sanctions 
legislation, Tony Craven- 
Walker. the chairman of 
Monument said; “We very 
nearly did a deal last year. 
We have deliberately avoid¬ 
ed developing US interests." 

Monument announced 


the rights issue on Tuesday, 
and since then has secured 
firm commitments to take 
up rights from investors 
holding 54 per cent of the 
shares, avoiding the need to 
underwrite their entitlement 
to the 1 for 4 issue. The 
remainder of the shares are 
being underwritten by 
tender. 

Monument shares fell 
l‘«p to 59*p on oonfirma- 
tion of the cash can. _ 

Tempus. page 31 



Craven-Walker deal 


tians to tender for projects, 
which is an early fen welcome 
sign of recovery for Costain." 

Costain said that short-term 
prospects in South-East Asia 
had "diminished" and that the 
company had not been signifi¬ 
cantly hit by the strength of 
sterling. 

It added that the Govern¬ 
ment is Private Finance Initia¬ 
tive programme remained a 
key part of its strategy, and 
that it was bidding for projects 
jointly with Skanska. 

Shares in Costain were sus¬ 
pended -at 46p between Nov¬ 
ember 1996 and November 
1997 because of financial diffi¬ 
culties and uncertainties over 
the disposal of the company's 
US coal business. The shares 
yesterday rose lp. to 28 * 2 $. 

■Alan Lovell resigned as 
Costam’X chief executive last 
April, taking a controversial 
£360,000 payoff with him, on 
top of a £550,000 total pay 
package. 

Mr Armitt was appointed as 
his successor with a more 
modest £200.000 salary, al¬ 
though he stands to gain a 
bonus worth 150 per cent of his 
annual salary if Costain meets 
certain unspecified perfor¬ 
mance targets. 

After COstain’s rescue, 
Skanska. which is one of 
Europe’s largest construction 
companies, emerged with a 7.6 
per cent stake in the enlarged 
group. 

Skanska has the option to 
raise its shareholding to 40 
per cent over three years. This 
would trigger' an automatic 
bid, but there have been no 
indications yet that the Swed¬ 
ish company intends to buy 
Costain. Costain has a num¬ 
ber of other significant foreign 
investors from Malaysia. Ku¬ 
wait and America. 

Cos tain’s boardroom has 
been described as resembling 
the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, but Mr 
Armitt says that the decision¬ 
making process has not suf¬ 
fered as a result. 

The company’s losses per 
share fell from 51.7p to 35p. 
Mr Amitt said that a dividend 
payment would be unfikely for 
the next two years. 
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Michael Kidd, Lawrence Ward and model Jeanne Frith 

Martin at the double 


MARTIN International, the 
designer and manufacturer of 
underwear, lingerie, knitwear 
and casualwear. raised pre¬ 
tax profits by 94 per cent to 
£2.42 million in the year to 
December?] on sales up from 
£111.4 mBion to £]22 million 
(George Sivell writes). 

Earnings at Martin, whose 


chief executive is Lawrence 
Ward, rose from 22p to 43p 
out of which the total divi¬ 
dend goes up from Lip to Up 
after payment of a 0.8p final. 
Michael Kidd, chairman, 
said: “We have made a good 
start to the year in terms of 
production and orders.” The 
shares rose from 4lp to 43p. 


Freeport in cash call 
to fund development 


FREEPORT LEISURE the 
outlet shopping and leisure 
village operator, yesterday an¬ 
nounced it will raise £633 
million in a rights issue io 
fond the development of its 
three new shopping and lei¬ 
sure sites. 

The issue will .involve 
20.15 million new. shares on 
a one-for-one basis at a price 
of 325p. 

The proceeds will go to¬ 
wards the acquisition- and 
development of the Freeport 
Village Braintree. Freeport 
Village Yorkshire and a joint 
venture with United Norwest 
Co-operatives to build an out¬ 
let shopping , mall in New¬ 
castle-under-Lyme. •. Freeport 

‘ .. -~li £’•'• j 

Meyer 

issues 


By Kathy Lipari 

already operates three outlet 
village sites. 

The company will also use a 
£14 million bulking facility to 
fund the balance of its expan¬ 
sion plans. The Braintree site, 
scheduled to open in the 
summer of 1999. will require a 
total investment of £322 mil¬ 
lion. while Yorkshire, opening 
at the end of 1999. will cost 
£41.8 million and its joint 
venture, £21.4 million. 

Sean Collidge. chief execu¬ 
tive.. said the demand for 
shopping and leisure sites had 
exceeded all expectations. 

He said: “There has been a 
phenomenal response from 
the public since we started 
four years ago and we have 


accelerated our expansion 
accordingly." 

Mr Collidge said trading in 
the year so far was well ahead 
of last year and the trend of 
significant profit and turnover 
increases appeared to be 
continuing. 

The company said it would 
own and operate more outlet 
and shopping sites than any 
other group in the UK after 
the developments are com¬ 
pleted. 

The rights issue has been 
underwritten by Merrill 
Lynch International. Freeport 
shares closed 3p lower at 
380‘a p yesterday. 
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warning 

By Kathy Lipari 

MEYER international., the 
building materials group,' told 
analysts that its second-half 
performance in' the year- to 
March had been "satisfactory" 
but warned the marker that 
plunging timber prices had 
affected all of its operations. 

Jewson. the builders mer¬ 
chants business acquired at 
the end of last year, had 
benefited from improved trad¬ 
ing conditions as a result of 
mild weather in January and 
February. Sales in the special- 
ist products diyision.had been 
good. “ ' V 

However, its PontMeyer op¬ 
erations had been hampered 
by the implementation of an 
information technology 
project that will not be com¬ 
pleted until mid-1998. 

The expanded Jewson divi¬ 
sion and an underlying 4 per 
cent growth in refurbishment 
and maintenance activity was 
expected to be a key driver of 
profits in I9£B-99. , . 

The recent purchase of the * 
DIY chain Hacros was also 
proceeding according to plan 
with margins improving. 

Alan Peterson. chief execu¬ 
tive. said the board was 

E leased with current progress 
ut was still searching for 
laminate acquisition opportu¬ 
nities in foe US.Meyer shares 
fell *2pto395p. 
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Grabiner case to 
get full hearing 
in High Court 

By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 


THE High Court yesterday 
ordered a folf hearing on the 
dispute between British Digi¬ 
tal Broadcasting and United 
News and Media over the 
future employment of Stephen 
Grabiner. 

Lord Hollick's United last 
month obtained an interim 
injunction against Mr Grab¬ 
iner, an executive director of 
the company in charge of its 
newspaper operations, pre¬ 
venting him joining BDB until 
his existing contract runs out 
on January 26.1999. 

BDB is the main commer¬ 
cial digital terrestrial tele- 



Grabiner sensitive case 


vision company planning to 
launch at least 12 new chan¬ 
nels in the "last quarter” of 
this year. 

Its shareholders are Carlton 
Communications and Grana¬ 
da, with United, major players 
in the 1TV network. 

BDB failed to overturn the 
injunction in a hearing in 
chambers yesterday but won a 
rapid court hearing. The issue 
will be dealt with on April 28. 

Until the issue is resolved, 
Mr Grabiner is unable to join 
BDB but he has not worked at 
United for some weeks. 

Recently Lord Hollick 
reached agreement with 
David Arculus, another senior 
United executive, enabling 
him to become chairman of 
the IPC magazine group. In 
Mr Grabiner“s case the sensi¬ 
tivity seems to arise from the 
feet that Carlton and Granada 
are United's JTV rivals. 

Now that an early date has 
been set for a full hearing, 
there is little incentive for 
negotiations to get underway. 
If BDB lost the full hearing, 
however, it might be forced to 
negotiate a deal to try to get 
Mr Grabiner in place before 
the digital terrestrial service 
actually launches. 
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Campaign to take the naff out 
of Naafi starts to pay off 


Alasdair Murray and Michael 
Evans on the changing face of the 
institution the Forces loved to hate 


W hen the Naafi is 
mentioned, con¬ 
flicting images 
come to mind. 
From the entertainment 
troupe in It Ain't Half Hot 
Mum to the dismal canteen 
scene in Arnold Weskers 
Chips With Everything, the 
Navy, Army and Air Force 
Institutes has a reputation for 
poor food, dour service and 
dull premises. But after a ser¬ 
ies of false starts, including a 
flirtation with one of the most 
controversial companies to hit 
the stock market in recent 
years, the Naafi has been 
transformed into a modem 
high street-style retail busi¬ 
ness. and is about to announce 
its second year of profits. 

For most of this century. 
Naafi had quietly got on with 
its job of supplying food and 
entertainment for troops at 
home and on tour. The Forces 
loved to moan about its reput¬ 
ation for pro- __ 

viding rock- 

hard joints oF ^g****^ 

meat, sloppy & » jj 
potatoes and 

stewed tea — tc * 4ip 

despite the in- 

traduction of a _ 

16-page guide 

in on how to brew the 
perfect cuppa. 

ii was established in 1921, in 
response to scandals about the 
inflated profits unscrupulous 
businessmen had made from 
supplying shoddy food to die 
forces in the First World War. 
Although not directly con¬ 
trolled by the Ministry of 
Defence, it is run and owned 
as a co-operative by the Forces, 
ploughing back any profits 
into the Services. By the eve of 
the Second World War it was 
one of the largest catering 
operations in the world, ap¬ 
parently owning the world's 
largest pantry. It had suffi¬ 
ciently lodged itself in the 
nation's consciousness that 
King George V called upon the 
Naafi to supply catering at 
Buckingham Palace in 1931, as 
an act of sympathy for those 
suffering in the Depression. In 
1952, when Eisenhower retired 
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as Supreme Allied Command¬ 
er for Fortes in Europe, it was 
the Naafi that was awarded 
the honour of cooking for his 
farewell banquet in Paris. 

The end of the Cold War and 
the growing pressure for MoD 
budget cuts, however, placed 
the Naafi under the spotlight. 
The organisation appeared 
stuck in a timewarp. Market 
research suggested that only 
10 per cent of Service person¬ 
nel were using Naafi retail 
outlets as their main source of 
shopping. Although the Naafi 
had always managed to return 
a modest profit, serious ques¬ 
tions were beginning to be 
raised about its efficiency. 

Four years ago the MoD 
decided to tighten the Naas’s 
commercial basis, drawing up 
separate contracts to cover its 
main areas of expertise, in¬ 
cluding shops, leisure facilities 
and food supplies. Naafi’s 
future looked assured, al¬ 
though it was 
~I going to have 

^ to learn quick- 

\ ly to act in a 

s* more oompeti- 

® Jr five environ- 
merit Other 
_ non-core busi¬ 
nesses were 
placed on the chopping block. 
Last April Naafi sold its 
financial services arm. which 
provided specialist insurance 
and financial products to the 
Forces, saying the business 
was now outside its welfare 
remit Hie business was 
bought for £104 mfllion by a 
management-led consortium. 
Warrior Group, backed by 
HSBC Private Equity. 

Then there was a troubled 
foray into mail order. The 
Naafi entered the business in 
late 1996, teaming up with the 
then unknown quoted outfit 
Lanica. headed by a young, 
ambitious businessmen called 
Andrew Regan. Lanica paid 
£162^00 for a 55 per cent stake 
in the business, with Naafi 
holding 30 per cent and Ian 
Ryden, managing director of 
the catalogue business, the 
test The partners dreamt of 
building up the business. 
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too much for James Rucker, a 
former brigadier in the 
Queen's Own Hussars, who 
had assumed control of opera¬ 
tions. He resigned just seven 
weeks after Naafi assumed 
control of the contract MPs on 
the Defence Select Committee 
were also quick to take action 
to try to resolve what they 
termed a "minor debacle”. The 
National Audit Office issued a 
damning report and called for 
the contract to be put out to 
tender. Booker; Foodservice 
Group was awarded the new 
contract and the Naafi was left 
to face a future without its 
traditional food supply role — 
and cut 2,000jobs. 

The loss of the contract has 
proved to be the spur for Naafi 
to modernise. Within weeks it 
unveiled a restructuring plan. 
Naafi would give up trying to 
provide an integrated retail 
supply service and concentrate 
on simply staffing and manag¬ 
ing its shops. It agreed a 
supply contract with Spar, the 
Dutch-owned retail giant, to 
provide its shops with brand¬ 
ed products. Spar was also to 
lend its expertise overhauling 
the design of its retail outlets, 
which were to be franked by 
Naafi's smart new red and 
green logo. 


U nder the leadership 
of a senior executive 
from Marks & 
Spencer, a former 
manag ing director of WH 
Smith and an ex-RAF air 
commodore. Naafi plans to 
provide the Services with an 
expanded choice of shops and 
fast-food outlets, including set¬ 
ting up McDonald’s and Bur¬ 
ger King franchised 
restaurants in bases and garri¬ 
sons. Last year the restyled 
Naafi organisation converted 
the £5 million lasses of 1995-96 
into a £5 million profit, and 
this success is expected to 
continue this year. 

Geoffrey Dart, divisional 
director of Marks & Spencer, 
who is seconded to Naafi as 
chief executive for the next two 
years, carried out an indepen¬ 
dent review and has already 
spent £10 million improving 
the shops and junior rates 
dubs in die UK. and another 
£5 million in Germany. David 
Roberts, formerly with WH 
Smith, -is the chairman of 
Naafi, and Air Commodore 
Allan Vaughan is corporate 
affair s director. 

This week Mr Dart said the 
key to the success was match¬ 
ing the Naafi facilities to the 
lifestyle of servicemen and 
women. He found Naafi shops 
filled with groceries that no 
one ever bought Under the 
partnership with Spar, he 
began modernising the 200 
Naafi shops in the UK and the 
60 in Germany, filling the 
shrives with snack foods and 
videos. “Naafi shops were 
known as naff shops, but not 
any more,” Mr Dart said. 

The Naafi clubs for junior 
rates are also being converted . 
as pub-style facilities through a ! 
partnership with Bass and 
Scottish Courage, offering soft¬ 
er lighting, games sections, 
large television screens with 
sports events and still a pint of 
beer for only 99p. Fifteen dubs 
have been converted so far. The 
200 dubs in the UK and 30 in 
Germany should all be con¬ 
verted by the end of next year. 

The Naafi at last seems to be 
on the right lines. And it is not 
only the soldiers, sailors and 
aircrew who hope it is not a 
false dawn. 


Naafi turned the £5 million loss for 1995-96 into a £5 millio n profit Last year 


called Select Catalogues, with 
the eventual target of a stock 
market flotation. Select had 
secured exclusive rights lx> 
direct-sell non-food products 
to 250,000 Service personnel. 

Mr Regan, however, also 
had other, larger targets in his 
sights. He mounted a £12 


billion bid for the Co-operative 
food businesses, sending 
shares in Lanica soaring from 
£1 to £1950 at their peak. This 
valued the company, which 
then had only the Select busi¬ 
ness under its control, at 
nearly £100 million. The bid 
came unstuck, amid recrimi- 
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nations about Mr Regan’s 
business practices, and Lanica 
shares were suspended. 

Last May Mr Regan 
stepped down from the board 
of Select after a severe rebuke 
from a High Court judge who 
described his behaviour in the 
Co-op affair as “dearly dis¬ 
honest”. In August die deal 
collapsed, with Lanica agree¬ 
ing to sell back its stake for £1. 
Mr Regan insisted that “criti¬ 
cal press reports" had under¬ 
mined his position. leading the 
Naafi to get cold feet about the 
deal. The Naafi denied this, 
claiming instead that Lanica 
had been unable to supply the 
required capital cm acceptable 
terms. Whatever the reason 
for failure of the Select tie-up, 
it was another disaster for 
Lanica and Mr Regan, leaving 
his company to take a substan¬ 
tial hit from the costs of the 
original venture. Lanica 
shares remain suspended. 

The £400 million food con¬ 
tract was also an unmitigated 
disaster. The Naafi had sup¬ 
plied only 40 per cent of the 
Fbrces' food, the rest being 
provided by other MoD agen¬ 
cies, and it found that it did not 
have the technical systems to 
deal with such a mammoth 
operation. Supplies were ar¬ 
riving late to bases around the 
world, forcing Service staff to 
rush out to high street stores to 
make up for the shortfall. 

The embarrassment proved 
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GILES VARDEY, the genius 
behind the Stock Exchange's 
wildly unpopular order-driv¬ 
en trading system, has resur¬ 
faced as chief executive 
designate of Greig Middleton, 
the private client stockbroker. 
Followers of Vardey’s volatile 
career will recall that he quit 
Fidelity at the beginning of the 
year, just days before it pulled 
out of stockbroking. 

Vardey. who has a reput¬ 
ation as a bit of a computer 
boffin, joined Fidelity last 
May after losing out in the 
battle to become chief execu¬ 
tive of the Stock Exchange. 
That job went instead to 
Gavin Casey, formerly of 
Merrill Lynch. Private client 
stockbrokers have complained 
bitterly about the impact of 
SETS, the order-driven sys¬ 
tem, on their business. Greig 
Middleton can only hope that 
its architect is ab le to make 
head or tail of SETS. Most 
other brokers gave up long 
ago. 


• WHAT is it about Ameri¬ 
cans? Hard to imagine any of 
our home-grown megaloma¬ 
niacs would introduce them¬ 
selves thus. But a collection of 
the sayings of Jack Welch, the 
man who so ruthlessly down¬ 
sized General Electric Corpo¬ 


ration, is to be published. 
“ Jack Welch speaks. Wisdom 
from the World's Greatest 
Business Leader.” Sample: I 
don't mind being wrong. The 
key is to win a lot more than 
you lose.” The wisdom of Solo¬ 
mon indeed. 


Why Wolfson 
must make 
catalogue 
choice add up 


L orel Wolfson of Sunnin- 
gdale is probably hav¬ 
ing one of the _ most 
difficult weekends of his life. 
The chairman of Great Uni¬ 
versal Stores (GUS) has to 
decide how much he wants 
Argos. Is he going to increase 
his 570p cash bid. and if he 
does, just how high will he go? 

It would be hard for anyone 
in bis position to decide what 
to da but some of his charac¬ 
teristics wifl make it especially 
hard. His admirers describe 
him as decisive, energetic and 
focused. Those less fond of 
him rad) him arrogant, egotis¬ 
tical and ruthless. Either way, 
there is general agreement 
rtmt it would be extraordinari¬ 
ly difficult for him to walk 
away from his attempt to buy 
Argos, and equally difficult to 
be seen to overpay. 

The market has decided 
that he will increase the bid. 
driving shares in Argos up to 
80p over his initial offer, while 
Argos is rather cheekily point¬ 
ing to at least 700p a share. As 
a good Thatched te — he was 
the former Prime Minister’s 
chief of staff for six years — 
Lord Wolfson knows that it is 
useless trying to buck the 
market But he is dearly 
frustrated that Argos’s vigor¬ 
ous defence, and the view of 
investors that he is desperate 
to clinch the deal have pushed 
the Argos share price so high. 
His hope is that leading 
investors, who wfll ultimately 
deride whether to accept his 
final bid, will ignore the froth 
ami dedde that his cash is 
worth more than the promises 


Lord Wolfson took over as 
rhairman of GUS in the 
summer of 1996. GUS. which 
had been ran by his cousin. 
Lord Woifeon of Marylebone, 
was known as one of the great 
sleeping giants of British busi¬ 
ness. and the younger 
Wotfson^ appointment in¬ 
spired excitement in the City. 

Lord Wolfson the younger, 
in partnership with David 
Jones, had managed a re¬ 
markable corporate recovery 
with Next and already knew 
GUS weU, having worked at 
the group before 1978. _ 

His work at Next had made 
him mie of the most admired 
retailers in Britain, although 
he is not typical of the breed. 
Most retailers are as good at 
selling themselves as the 
goods in their shops, but Lord 
Wolfson has never seemed to 
see the need. Put another way. 
if die world were divided into 
gentlemen and players, most 
retailers would put them¬ 
selves in the players’ camp. 
Lord Wolfcon would un¬ 
doubtedly be one of the 
gentlemen. 

His manner has not made 
him universally popular. “He 
reminds me of Ralph Hal pern 
in his heyday. He has a big 
ego.” commented one indus¬ 
try insider, who nonetheless 
counts himself as a Wolfson 
fare Another said: “He is 
almost brilliant but also has 
amazing flaws. At GUS, he is 
chairman, chief executive and 
autocrat" 

GUS had not made any 
acquisitions since 1969 and 
the expectation was that the 
new Lord Wolfson in charge 
would somehow change the 
group—with its massive cash 
pile and huge, if declining. 
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Bom: 1935 

Educated: CHton College, 
Trinity CoBege, Cambridge. 
MBA at Stanford University 
1960-78: GUS 

1978: Secretary to Shadow 
Cabinet 

1979-85: Chief of staff, 10 
Downing Street 
1982-86: chairman of Aiexon 
Group 

1985-87: director of 

Wrightson Holdings 

1989- 90: Next director 

1990- 1998: Next chairman 
1996-: GUS chairman 


mail-order business — over¬ 
night His first big move had 
nothing to do with the retail 
side of GUS. Lord Wolfson 
began whittling down the 
cash pile at GUS by buying 
some pricey credit informa¬ 
tion businesses in the US. 

The acquisitions were well 
received but questions were 
still being asked about what 
Lord Wolfson was going to do 
with the home-shopping divi¬ 
sion. No one suggested it 
would be an easy fix. as GUS 
is too big to be allowed to buy 
any of its rival mail-order 
businesses. 

Argos, which is a catalogue 
retailer but is based on the 
high street had been one of 
the most highly regarded 
retail stocks. However, two 
bad Christmases on the trot 
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Wolfson: "GUS autocrat” 

had caused it to fall out of 
favour and its shares sudden¬ 
ly looked affordable. 

The announcement issued 
soon after Lord Wolfson bad 
made his bid. that Mike 
Smith was to step down as 
chief executive of Aigos 
because of ill-health certainly 
enhanced Lord Wolfson’s rep¬ 
utation for ruthlessness. al¬ 
though his advisers say be 
was not aware of the situation 
when the offer was launched. 

Lord WoHson’s reputation 
as a retailer was called into 
question recently because 
Next with exquisitely bad 
tuning, issued a profits warn¬ 
ing. To restore his reputation, 
and also prove himself capa¬ 
ble of moving GUS into the 
next century. Lord Wolfson 
must get this deal righL 

Sarah Cunningham 


radio ship Ross Revenge, off 
the Isle of Sheppey. The aim is 
to recreate, legally this time. I 
assume. Radio Caroline. 
Food, board, insurance and 
“some broadcasting chances 
available for volunteers”, life 
on the ocean wave is obviously 
going to be as wild ana 
whacky as it was in the old pi¬ 
rate ships, because the ad goes 
on: “Also needed, funraisers” 
(sic). 


Checking in V Bug court 
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WHATEVER their tendency 
towards megalomania, the 
Americans seem remarkably 
fond of the European hotel in¬ 
dustry. Various investment 
trusts have been sniffing 
around. Weve seen Black- 
stone Group join the fray for 
the Savoy Group and Strate¬ 
gic Hotel Capital team up with 
the rather less glamorous 
Stakis. 

Now I hear that Maritz 
Wolff, a St Louis-based inves¬ 
tor. has hired Marten Faxon, 
the fonner Forte Hotels prop¬ 
erty director, to set up an office 
in London. Maritz Wolff is un¬ 
likely to sit on iis hands for 
long, even if Foxon assures 
me “I doit think well be buy¬ 
ing the Savoy.” 

In transit 

NO SLEAZE at US Airways. 
A collection of the great and 


the influential were at a lunch 
with the American carrier this 
week to celebrate its inaugural 
flight between Philadelphia 
and London. 

US Airways has to fly into 
Gatwick from the US. and Ste¬ 
phen Wolf, its chief executive, 
is not at all happy at being de¬ 
nied access to Heathrow. After 
the lunch, an envelope went 
ground offering two free air 
tickets to the US. The catch, as 
Sir John Egan of BAA and 
various MPs discovered, was 
that the tickets had to be given 
to a chari ty of their choice. 

•A NOSTAU3ICfrisson as I 
scan the sits vac pages of The 
Guardian and come across an 
appeal for volunteers, skilled 
and unskilled, to restore the 


'T HE millennium bug. Am 1 
given to believe we are dealing 
with some sort of insect?" “No, 
your honour, it is a widely 
forecast computer problem 
having to do with the turn of 
the century." An engaging fan¬ 
tasy* but it seems that the tri¬ 
bunal chairmen chosen by the 
City Disputes Panel for the 
special body that wfll resolve 
disputes over the millennium 
bug are almost all judges. 

Three from the Court of Ap¬ 
peal. Lord Mustill, Sir Chris- 
topher Staughton and Sir 
John Balcombe, plus a brace 
of common or garden judges 
and a lowly silk. The body has 
.u J™ 31 ^ bielegant name 
Panel, which 
a r °b°t from Star 
Wars. Star Wars?” “A cine- 
matie entertainment much fa- 
VDur ed by the lower orders, 
your honour." 

Martin Waller 
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Late rush for Peps takes 
index to another record 


A LAST-MINUTE rush for 
personal equity plans made 
for another manic day for 
London blue chips, lifting the 
FTSE 100 index to its third 
successive high with more 
j than one billion shares chang¬ 
ing hands. 

Dealers said that private 
shareholders had provided al¬ 
most half of the demand for 
shares as the institutions took 
a back seat against the back- 
drop of the economic turmoil 
in Japan. 

The FTSE 100 index edged 
ahead another 11.4 points to 
close at 6,064.2, having broken 
the 6,100 barrier in early 
morning trading. Second-line 
stocks and smaller-company 
shares also rose, helping the 
FTSE All-share index to close 
_ at a new high of Z83237. 
i> Such was the demand that 
SBC Warburg managed to rid 
itself of the shares in Orange 
left over from its attempt to 
place British Aerospace’s 16.1 
per cent stake. The shares 
jumped 27p to a new high of 
428p as 44.7S million shares 
changed hands. Just under 40 
million of these came from 
Warburg. 

Reports emanated from the 
US that Citicorp has held 
takeover talks with Standard 
Chartered. They did not great¬ 
ly excite London dealers and 
shares of the bank gained only 
4p to 864p. 

British Energy was another 
favourite for Pep-hunters. The 
.. company’s shares added 33p 
; to 585p after confirming that 
two of its power stations have 
had their lives extended by five 
years. 

Shares of Tesco have had a 
bullish run of late, and levels 
of 600p were enough to make 
even its most steadfast City 
supporters feel a bit nervous. 

They suffered a worrying 
fall in the afternoon, tumbling 
6 per cent to 563p. Late trading 
helped them to dose only 7p 
off at 589*2p. ft reports in a 
fortnight and analysis are 
expecting an impressive, but 
not spectacular, peformance. 

This is exactly what was 
delivered by Saatdn & 
Saateht, up 70 per cent in the 
last two months. Its shares 
eased 5*2 p to 167p yesterday 
and Cordiani. the other half of 
the January demerger, slipped 
lhip to 134*2 p. 

Martyn Ratdiffe, fanner 
general manager of Dell 
Europe, yesterday said that he 
has packed H all in to become 
head of Micro gen Holdings, 
a struggling £30 million mi¬ 
crofilm producer. He intends 



Bob Seelert, who demerged Saatchi & Saatchi from Cord fact 


to make a mini out of 
Microgen and has agreed to 
pay £35 million for a near-10 
per cent stake. Moreover, he 
intends to buy them at 90p 
apiece — a sharp advance on 
its Thursday dosing price of 
74*2 p. 

The City went berserk. Al¬ 
most 10 per cent of its floating 
stock changed' hands and the 
shares dosed at ])0p. This was 


that Roger Seelig, recruited to 
the board after being acquitted 
of fraud for his part in the 
Guinness scandal, is about to 
turn die company from coma¬ 
tose to hyperactive. 

In September it pocketed £7 
million from selling its plant 
near Heathrow. The City has 
been waiting for a deal, but the 
best that the current manage¬ 
ment has managed is to buy a 


Tony Marchington. head of Oxford Molecular, has received 
a cold reception for his £6.71 million paper offer for rival 
Chemical Design Holdings (CDH). The takeover, detailed 
in yesterday's market report has knodced Oxford's shares 
down 4p to I 93 * 2 p and has taken CDH down 8 p to 102p. 


a 48 per cent rise — the best 
performance of the day. Mr 
Ratdiffe intends to ditch mi¬ 
crofilm and concentrate on in- 
house company databases—a 
similar direction to Dialog 
Corporation, whose shares 
have jumped to 350p from 43p 
when it was called Maid. They 
eased *zp to 166 * 2 p yesterday. 

A similar transformation is 
hoped for at Norman Hay. 
taking a breather by slipping 
2*2 p to 49p after rising 27 per 
cent on Thursday. Word is 


controlling stake in 
In ter World Access — only to 
see the business go bust five 
months later. 

The company still has the 
cash, yet its market 
capitalisation stands at £7.7 
million. Mr Seelig is expecoed 
to take control soon, start 
making large acquistions and 
prompt a sharp re-rating of 
the shares. 

Some radical changes are 
also expected at Veto Group, 
off l* 2 p at H4p. Shares of the 


CNroadanca- 

—331 p 

+68p.... 

_Licenses Aug to Zeneca 

Courtaulds....-. 

. 465Vi p 

+104V6p 


Saatdo & Saatchi. 

,„..167p 

+19p .— 
+ 136p_ 

..—-Good results 

En aegis... 

. TOTJip 

European joint venture agreed 

National Grid.— 

_...386p 

£28-00 

+34p 

-220p.... 

.....—.Stake in Energts 

Laird Group-.- 

.426p 

-46p- 


SAT Industries..— 

.545p 

-70p- 

-..Fears of fresh USlrogatlon 

Sava Group..—. 

-.89p 

-14%p... 

„ Profits hit by patrol price war 


electrics minnow have 
bounced from 78p in the last 
three months, and some deal¬ 
ers are stocking up in prepara¬ 
tion for more growth next 
week. 

The information technology 
sector has advanced a touch 
more cautiously this week, 
and it was not a good time for 
Rolfe St Nolan to admit that 
Sunguard, its potential suitor, 
has walked through fear of a 
customer revolt and Monopo¬ 
lies and Mergers Commission 
referral. 

Rolfe & Nolan’s shares 
immediately plunged 147*2p to 
325p, their lowest level since 
the new year. 

This proved a trigger for a 
touch more profit-taking. 
MMT Computing dropped 
10p to 970. Misys dropped 
another 20 p to dose at £28 and 
Sage Group slid 7 * 2 p to 
£13.65. 

SBC Warburg has been 
extolling the virtues of the IT 
sector and recently flew a 
group of analysts to France to 
demonstrate the European 
growth potential. This provid¬ 
ed a fillip to Admiral, up 42*2 p 
to a new high of 1072 I 2p. and 
the Anglo-French Serna 
Groupo. up 7 * 2 p to E23.92*a. 

On the Alternative Invest¬ 
ment Market, meanwhile, 
there was a last-minute rush 
for companies which qualify 
for re-investment relief on 
capital gains tax — a iuxuiy 
being abolished on Monday. 

The favourites have includ¬ 
ed Dobbies Garden Centre, 
steady at 375p; Waterfall 
Holdings, off l* 2 p at 97 * 2 p; 
Prism Rail, up lOp to 462*ap: 
and Access Pins, steady at 
255p. 

The question .now facing ! 
dealers is how much the prices 1 
of these companies were sup¬ 
ported by tneir special tax 
status — and a few of them 
face the danger of a price 
collapse next week. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Weak pay¬ 
roll data from the US detiv^- 
ered a healthy boon in the 
futures pit Long gifts rose 7 i& 
to £109*4 on healthy volume of 
112,000. Longs outperformed 
shorts as Treasury 7 per cent 
2002 ended 3 i& at £103*4 and 
Treasury 8 per cent 2021 
jumped 11 it to £129 9 i6. 

□ NEW YORK; The Dow 
Jones industrial average 
broke through the 9,000 level 
for tiie first time but then fell 
back as the milestone failed to 
galvanize investors. After ris¬ 
ing as high as 9,031 the Dow 
was off 19.43 points at 8,96721 
at midday. 


) : MAJOR INDICES , 

New York (midday): 

Dow Junes- 896721 (-19A3) 

SAP Compos to-1131.Q31*0.99) 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei Average .—15517.78 (-185.13) 

Hong Kong: 

HUH) Seng - 1JOR681-137.03) 

Amsterdam: 

AEXinda-1162.12 1*9091 

Sydney: 

AO--- 27708 (+13.81 

Frankfurt 

dax. ---, 5SOL*2MUa 

Singapore 

Sinus-1 SSI 51 (-17X19) 

Brussels: 

General-I78?i 33 {*39jj7) 

Paris: 

CACAO- 3WZOH-XM 

Zurich: 

SKA Gen-1 $49,601+4.70) 

London: 

FT 30-...- 3872.4 (*33.3) 

FTSE 100---6064.2 (r 11.41 

FTSE 250-S557JhC+118| 

FTSE 350 —___ 2907J} 1*5.7} 

FTSE Eurotop 100_2B&3J)a (*18-28) 

FTSE All-Share_2832.37 (*SJ91 

FTSE Non FlnandtUS 2817.67 (+9.15) 

FTSE Fixed interest_I42Z7 hiss) 

FTSE Gow Secs.. 105.41 (+0J5) 

Bargains-100913 

SEaQ Volume-UllJn 

USS-1.6603 (-0 0089) 

German Mark_11*79 1-00180) 

Exchange index- 107.91-0.6) 

Bank of England official dose (4pm) 

LECU. 1-552S 

C'SDR-1.2549 

RPI -160J Feb (3.4*1 Jar 1987-100 

RP1X-158L5 Fen (Z6%) Jan 1987=100 
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98 
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85 
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. ■ ■ 

Express Dairies 
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- 24 

Guardian IT 

492'i 
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Hartford Grp 

3 
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Monsoon 
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Oxford Asymmetry 

452V 

- 1 

Peel Hotels 
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90 
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S24 



Cap & Regnl n/p (280) io - 2\ 
Oxford Bio n/p (IQ) S’: 
Westbuiy n/p (235) ll's - 2 


RISES: 

Security & Gen.65'sp(+l9p) 

Oydaport Ops.J78'2p(-M6p) 

Orange. 428p (+Z7pj 

British Energy._. 585p(+33p) 

Vodafone . 659p(+30p) 

Euro Telecom. 303p(+13p) 

Cosaft. 235'sp (+10p) 

Geest.5l4p(+2l'spj 

Dalgety. 369p(+15p) 

Glynwed.29i>.-p(+i1p) 

Druck. 285p (+tQpJ 

Unilever .. 628p (+20p) 

FALLS: 

RoHe & Nolan.325p (-Wap) 

LSH.. 125'ap {-flp) 

Ramco Energy.68qp(-20p) 

Lard.426p{-10'*p) 

National Piwrer. 573p (-Z7p) 

BAT . 545p (-2Sp) 

Hepworth..238pM0'zp) 

United Biscuits. 245p (-lOp) 

Cap&Retforsd.287 1 jp(-10p) 

LASMO .. 265p(-9p) 

Antdagasla.305p (-10p) 

Powell Duffryn.531p(-16’«p) 

RacaJ Elect. 333p (-10p) 
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TEMPUS 

A Universal truth 


ARGOS has put up a much more vigorous 
fight than was first expected when Great 
Universal Stores made its 570p a share bid. 

Much of the credit has » go so new chief 
executive Stuart Rose who has raised expecta¬ 
tions that GUS will increase its bid. The 
return of £431 million in cash to shareholders 
has further raised those expectations in some 
quarters. 

But it should not be forgotten there is no 
other bidder for Argos. GUS could tell Argos’s 
investors that they can simply lake its cash or 
leave iL 

The argument would be that Argos is still 
the flagging company it was when Rose was 
brought in, and that while he has made many 
promises, there is no guarantee he can 
deliver. Moreover, handing back £431 million 
to investors could turn out to be an own goal, 


as it will leave the company in a financially 
weakened position. 

On the other hand, the investors who have 
stuck with Argos through its recent difficulties 
are likely to have some faith in the company 
and might therefore need some convincing in 
order io accept GUS”? bid. 

To satisfy them. GUS could offer an equity 
alternative rather than more cash. This might 
convince a few doubters, but unfortunately it 
would make the bid much more complex, not 
least because GUS would have to $Tan 
answering questions about synergies. 

The Argos defence has probably been 
sufficiently convincing to ensure that a little 
bit more cash will be preferred, but anyone 
expecting the 700p a share that Argos has 
been bandying about is destined to be 
disappointed. 


Select Apps 

THE relentless rise of Select 
Appointments shares has 
been partly driven by a 
steady stream of acquisitions 
over the past year. The latest 
deal lifted the shares I3*ap to 
775p. One year ago the they 
traded at 355*2 pi in 1994 they 
were worth 54^p. 

Tony Martin, chairman, 
and Zach Miles, finance 
director, rescued Select from 
self-inflicted problems in the 
early 1990s. They have creat¬ 
ed a global recruitment busi¬ 
ness with a market 
capitalisation of almost £800 
million. Not quite Manpow¬ 
er, but the company dwarfs 
its quoted peers in London 
and poses decent competi¬ 
tion to European recruit¬ 
ment companies like Adecco. 

Yesterdays deal sees two 
New Zealand IT companies 
bolted on to Select’s growing 
presence in Australasia at a 

Monument Oil 

MONUMENT OIL & GAS 
is once again looking inter¬ 
esting. The City had been 
waiting, and rather impa¬ 
tiently. far a successor to 
Monument’s elephantine 
Liverpool Bay field. The oil 
company brandished an in¬ 
vestment in Turkmenistan, 
an old Soviet field, and the 
City sniffed. 

Turkmen oil has problems 
— namely export routes and 
price. Until recently. Monu¬ 
ment was being gouged by 
middlemen — some $7 per 
barrel — for the privilege of 
tankering its crude to a 
Russian Black Sea port. But a 
deal with Iran cuts the cost 
dramatically, allowing Mon¬ 
ument to deliver oil to the 
northern Iranian border and 
swap it for Iranian oil in the 
gulf. Meanwhile, the com¬ 
pany is close to a deal in 
Azerbaijan, is studying pros¬ 
pects in Iran and awaits news 
of a potentially big find in 
Colombia. 

Priced at a small premium 


cost of £5.7 million. In Febru¬ 
ary Select acquired two IT 
recruitment businesses in 
the Netherlands. The IT 
market is global and Select 
benefits from a shortage of 
skilled personnel. 

The broader picture is also 
favourable for organisations 
like Select In Europe and 
America the private sector is 
becoming involved increas¬ 


ingly in govern men t-spon- 
sored projects such as 
Labour's New Deal to re¬ 
train the workforce and re¬ 
duce soda! security costs so 
even in countries where un¬ 
employment is high, there is 
no shortage of work to 
generate fees. Even at 20 
times this year's earnings the 
shares do not look expensive 
and are worth buying. 


JUST THE JOB 


Select Appointments 
share price 



Apr May Jun Jut Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan FteP Mar 


to net assets. Monument 
looks cheaper than Premier 
for no greater risk and share¬ 
holders will be interested to 
hear that the management is 
cutting out middlemen else¬ 
where. It has parted com¬ 
pany with NatWest just as 
the oil company launches a 
big rights issue. Unkind gos¬ 
sips say the broker was 
unwilling to forgo its under¬ 
writing fee. 

Freeport Leisure 

SHARES in Freeport Lei¬ 
sure, placed at 65p in mid- 
1994, traded at 380p 
yesterday. They have trebled 
in value in the past year 
alone. Yet the City retains an 
appetite for the stock, which 
fell just 3p on news of a £63.3 
million rights issue. 

Freeport is cashing in on 
the 1990s fashion for all-day 
shopping expeditions, pro¬ 
viding family oriented leisure 
facilities alongside retail out¬ 
lets. Wherever it opens, de¬ 
mand seems to outsrip 
supply. The group, which 


will have six sites by the end 
of next year, originally 
planned to open one site a 
year with a target of ten. Now 
it believes there could be 60 
or 70 shopping and leisure fa¬ 
cilities nationally. 

The shares have traded at a 
premium to Freeport’s ner 
asset value. Net asset value 
forecasts for the year to June 
30 of237p and of275p by June 
1999 do not take into account 
yesterday’s fundraising and 
the revaluation of new sites. 
Analysts estimate this could 
lift net asset value to 500p. 
which justifies the current 
premium rating. 

What the company has in 
its favour is the rarity of its 
retail concept within the mar¬ 
ket Investors looking for ex¬ 
posure to this niche in the 
retail sector will discover 
there are few alternatives to 
Freeport. But while Freeport 
does enjoy a strong lead over 
its competitors, much de¬ 
pends on the success of its 
next two or three sites. At 
these levels the shares should 
be treated with caution. 
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- r ... . Lnsroom mum Loans umigm uign: r-i, uiw a *»' 

/- ~ Treasnry Bilk (Dfa^uyi 2 mth 7; 3 mxft 7. Sell: 2 min b*,; 3 mitt IT,. 


weed fixed: 7*. 


te Jd Dti 

a 18*1 a 

1 10 17 

40 110 144*> 
19 B5 llffi 
33*. 74 994 
7*i 49V 74*, 
IE «P» 61 
?*» 21 4ffi 

25 <9 63V 

4 25V 39V 

39V 67 77 

9 40 5IV 
94 1S3V227V 
33V131 177V 
34 BIVlOBV 
13V 5B 83V 
45 79 137V 

17 H 8tV 
42V US’: 83 
9V 38V 57V 

42 77 IflOV 
lfi K 75 
7 I3V 17 
- SV 9 
51V 87*1106 

18 59 95 
46V116V146V 
22 91VI22 
73V189V 217 
24V121 1fi9 
62V172V 222 
30V 124V173 
26V 71 95 

TV 4?*i 7ffj 

32 87V113V 
11 62 B8 
42V 63 106V 
15V 57*. 90 

43 MV 75 
30V 49V 

31V 54 71 

6 31 50 

33 99 73 
1TV 74 104 
16V 50V 72V 

IV 26 49 
36 78V W 
12V 61 73V 
25V 37 50 

TV 23V 38V 

26 43V 5S 
4V 2DV 34 

31V CV 55 
6 23 34V 
4SV 66V118V 
13V 64V 96 
32 95V130V 
12V 72 107 
43 73 94*j 


to Jd 

3*i 11 14V 

16V 22V 25V 
27 73V101V 

56 96V126 
17 45V ST', 

46 72 87V 

12 39*: 45 
49 70V 74V 

6 26 3T» 
31 54V 59 

3V 23V 30 
22 43 54 
14V 72V110V 
53 V119V158V 
CIV 64V n 
51 91 102V 
7V 35V 51 
29 60 75 

2 25V 33 

18V 49 57 
9V 36 47V 
29 5BV 71V 
2 10V 13V 

11 23 26 
4V 31 43V 

20V 53 66V 
21 69*1 86V 

47 94 110 

26V 88V13 
75 137 178V 
36 114 154 
96 166 M4V 
1SV 47 66 
45 73V 85V 
15V 52V 76 
44 77** 100V 

BV 50V 59V 
31V 76 84 
V, 17 24V 
I7V 38 46 
10 35 41V 
34V 64V 69V 
19V 63V 88 
47*i BBVllZ'i 
14*i 38 S5V 
58 73 B9 

12 39V OV 
38V 65 05 

3V 19V 2fiV 
13V 34 40 
JV 19 MV 
29V 46 51 
1 |4V 21V 

15 33 40V 

9V 44V « 
31 69 89 

20 72*1 9GV 
49 9BV12V 
V, 37V 48 


f-985) 1000 

vwnfcne SSI 
(-656*.-) 700 

WwMdi W 
(-367) 3M 
2«0 2® 
(-7647,1 2700 

_ Sedas 

tod W 600 
1'6221 BSD 
S-mm 

HTR 200 
(-207 VJ 220 
Slue Cm 360 

S 371J 390 

too 19M 
(19734) 7000 
ft T«ttw rfO 
1-670J 700 

Caftury Safl 

rBTffu 
Cstsi eras 420 
(-458) 460 

Ere*® Go TO 
I-B441 850 

Win » 

CP 3 

T4611 5W 


MV 48 68V 29V 63 72V 

»V fl?V W I5V 44V » 

7 41V BOV 47 72V 02 

18 K 46 4 17V 24 

4 21V 33 20V 33V 39 

A) 210 291 38 J2BV16C 

33V159 230 88V178 210 

tel M — M Oct - 
57 73V - 24*1 36 — 

34 50 - 50V SI — 


16 26 32 
7 17V 23 
24V 4IV 45V 
12V Xh 33 
135 7 H 265V 
80 1G0V215 
43 65V W* 
19V 41 55V 

52 80 97 

26V 54V 71 
fl) MV 
Cl 37 47V 
47V 49 M 
7 10 16V 

32 4SV 51 
iff* 28V 35 
22V 35 45V 

7V 19V 29V 


9V 13V 1BV 
2ffr 24 2SV 
20 30V 34 

38V 48 Si 
45 92 123 

80V MOV m 
J6V 3SV 43 
42 50 58V 

22V 39 49V 

47V 63V 73 
4*» MV 20V 
18V 31V 38 
V 3 6 

13V 19V 20 
5 V 1CV 19V 
17V 26 33V 
18 30V 36 
44 54V 59V 


l'0D2) 950 1BV 44V 56 50*, 75 BSV 

BtdrM ft» 72V107 127 23 45 BOV 

rercv] 900 45 8iv 102 45 60V 84V 

Hb raw 800 41 74 94V 31 53 B9 

(-0001 850 20V 52 72 61V 81*t 97 

totem >5v iBV — Vi — 

(-345) 360 V OV - 15V ‘SV - 

ftfloyii J60 22 32V 40 11 lBV 22V 

M0 11V 23 30V 20V 28V 32V 
Testa 550 42v 61V 74 9 20 24 

('S06V1 ®0 16 J4V 47V 32V 4IV 47 

UM Bet 240 13V 23V 26V 7 12 16 

(-J43V) 360 5V 13V irr 70 23V 27 

fato tea San m Jt 8w Dec 
BG FTC 306 21V — — I5V — — 

t-311) MO 11V 21 27V 29 MV 39V 

BS*Y0 420 « 56V 70 20 20 36 

(•440V) 460 23V 37V 51 40 49 56 

a » 60 I5V 71 X5 ft ft 12 

ffiBI 70 II ITV 21 13 15V 18 

fitrtnra HO 10V 15 18V 5V 8 9 

1*1131 131 6V 11 14 10 13V 14 

fans 500 52 S6V «V 16 27 3) 

CSJIU 550 24V 41V 57V 39 52 55V 

hd 460 6?: 7?r HV « »» 37*. 

(-49GV) 500 41 52 67 31V SO 57 

fanaB I0SD 73 1«V )26V 3JV M EV 

K 0PV1 1100 « 77V102V 55V 73V 86 

750 MV 74 86 3?V « 59 
fTSftd BOO 26V 50V 63 61 72 /W, 


Prime Bank Kite (DO* r^7>. 

Sterfine Money Rates 7 a a-7 r * 

Iriw hiBt: 7 n u-r u 

Ovemighc open 7V. dose 6V. 

Local Authority Deps 7\ 

SteTfingCDse 7*e-7°u 

Dollar CDs . SSb 

Bnadinn Society CDs 7V7*„ 


2 Rill) 

3 rath 

6 mth 

12 mill 

7'vV, 

7"n-7% 

7V7*i. 


7"u-7*V, 

7%-7% 

7'V7% 

7”^7V 

7 n u-7 l ‘», 

7'n-7% 


7^0-74 

ff/1 

Tm 

7’m 

7’m 

TV-T 1 ,, 

VrT* 

V'o-Tm 

TrV'v 

n/s 

5-56 

sso 

SM 

T'v-V’u 

7 n «-7“u 

7'^7% 

7%-r. 


Currency 

7 day 

1 rath 

3 rath 

6 mih 

Call 

Dollar: 

54-54 


S'toffb 


ffMV 

Deatsebemarte 

3‘r3V 


34-34 

y'm-Pm 

4-3 

French Franc 

3'-3V 

3V3 1 . 

34-34 

3"b-3*„ 

S'e-Z 1 . 

Swffl (Vane 

14-14 

ivr* 

1V1*. 

1VI4 

IV. 

Yera 

V. 

4-V. 

4- 1 , 

V-V 

i-par 


Obnu PtC 613 146 - J 

(■rSTH 671 91V ~ — 

gates to» Mg m 

nw an KC 755 » 79 - 

S 787 2CV 50 ~ 

tota^ 330 33V «V ffv 

(-355/ 365 Iffr 26 * 

Unto am 

1 - 4171,1 420 17 28 37 

\W> 56 ^*i< 
riFivi n® 34 ev m 

Laain 260 15V 27 33 

/■«Bm 280 7V 18V 23V 

330 21V MV «V 

3 S) III C2 3J 

laasvar Cg » J 

r_2S7V) M « * 


— — Mg —_ =- th* 7SB 950 88 121 147 tfV gV 80 

~ ^ V — ~ »*Bg4) 1000 63 96V12ZV 67V 90 104V 


IlH Ml-MW 

21 37 - 

52 68 - 

SV 11 16V 

18 23V 29V 
5V 13 18 
17 26V 31V 
38 56V GT: 
66 B2V 93V 
II 18 OTr 

22 S 30V 

14V 22 27 
37 38V 43 

BV 13 14V 
14V 22V 24 
29V 47 50 


fMOZM 110 4 9 — 1! 15V — 

taw? 4M 28 44V 55V 29 38 * 

pS) 500 14 30 40 55V S3 ffl 

itap 30 SOV MV 77V 15V 34 33V 

(*415V1 420 34 51 63 28 38 «V 

toari 1000 95V m l«v 37 59V MV 

nod 1050 to 98V121 60 83V 96 

Sto 550 38V S3V 65V 3fiV «V 51 

^ 600 19 34 «V IB 76V 01V 

lamar no «r? mv 16 4 6 ffi 

(■MB) ia 5V 9V II 9 11 r. 

laiME 330 BV 42V 47 B 14V 16V 

K BO 17V 25V 31 19 Z7V BV 

uro« 5S0 mvmnidv * svr? 
rC31 600 53 66V 80V MV 22 33 

Apia 3 Tout 7755S Cdc 9451 Piftr 18HB 


Bullkm: Open tXD.20-303.60 Ctefle S3M.10-300fiO Hi*fc S3C6.70-307J5) 

Low *30125-302.75 AM: 5305.95 PM:P0t>J» 

KniGttnmkS3itm3t3JX{L18aJ»IVU)0l 

Pbdnmit: J412D0 (L247.75) SBwr. $63*5 ft+XP) Palladium: *28000 (C168J5) 


p-jt. e*« i 

to iw a» * 

•w 3W.' f? 

355': ©IV SJ 


ftse met furo. 
m Dre St 


Pub 

May Jn Jd Dsb 

109 156 191V 303V 

I2IV 173V Cl? - 


166V 3M'* g* 1 * S 592V « i® 193V 230V 345V 

«IV » ®L & - B6V 181V 215 250 — 

itrr 196 ?73V ^ 533 108V 181V 236V 270V 3MV 

Jtu 166 2C ,OL m sm sul _ 

5?V 142V 21?. 2M 


- 142V 208V 261 294V - 


57V 142V 215" m ^ ir8 2» 290V 323 432 

E'. ,-*1 Me 10M Ttatoteha roraaf prise 




MU Rates for April 3 
Amsterdam- 

Brussels ___ 

Copenhagen—. 

Dublin- 

FranVfun-.- 

Lisbon..- 

Madrid—- 

Milan- 

Montreal --- 

New York- 

Oslo_ 

parts- 

Stockholm ___ 

TOlyo— - 

Vienna- 

Zurich.......—~ 

Source Extd 


Range 

3.4534-3.4801 
63JKM175D 
MJ58B-11.773 
IJZ170-IJZ289 
3X1651-3JBS7 
313JQ-316A2 
-26025-26124 
3022.7-30205 
2J55Z-23705 
1A505-IA670 
n&TMtm 
ICLZ7M0l3SI 
I3J55-I3J67 
223J1-225X3 
21J63-Z 1.730 
15321-2J 537 


Close 

14534-3.4561 i'-Ipr JV-3Vpr 

63^1W13U 23-18pr 63-50pr 

.11^88-11^98 *r*,pr Wvt 

UlTO-1.2194 IS^pr 53-43pr 

LD651-32J676 l-'.pr 2V2*.pr 

313^9-33 L23 Wpr 2V-2'.pr 

26025-26053 65-55pr atB-lMpr 

3022.7-30205 55-3fcpr 174-151 pr 

2J552-L3573 0JMX50pr 1.11-I.03pr 

1.6595-1*604 02634L242pra7630i732pr 
12672-/Z667 VApr JWpr 

10271-10280 Wpr l-Vpr 

13u255-13J27l W,pr H.pr 

223J1-22080 lVl'^jr 4-3Vpr 

2156321.582 '-’*pr 2W'«pr 

2.5321-25351 1VIMR 3V3**pr 

Premium * pr. Dacount • as. 


Smooth 
3V-3Vpr 
63-56pr 
Mipr 
53-43pr 
2V2*.pr 
2V2'.pr 
aoj-iMpr 
174-151 pr 


Australia- 

Austria- 

Belgium (Com)_ 

Canaria - 

Den mart:--- 

France_ 

Germany ——— 

Hong Kong- 

Ireland- 

Italy-..... 

japan.- 

Malaysia -- 

Netherlands_ 

Norway- 

Portugal - 

Singapore- 

Spain- 

Sweden- 

Switzerland- 


. 1-5220-1.5243 

. 1X01-13JQ2 

. 3017-38.18 

. M1SO-1.4185 
. 7.0550-7.0570 
. 6-2017-02027 
. 1.B504-IJ509 
. 7.7485-7.7446 
, IJ567-1J6I7 
. 1824.6-1826.1 
. J 35.42-J 3552 
3.7750-3.7770 
. 2.0848-L0853 
. 7^496-7.6546 
ISRJJ-JSftftl 
. I.UI5-IJ&MS 
156.98-157.07 
. 7.9906-60006 
IS310-IS320 


Atgen tlna peso* — 

Australia dollar- 

Bahrain dinar —— 

Brazil real’- 

Oilna yuan- 

Qrprus pound_ 

Finland markka— 
Greece drachma — 
Hong Kong dollar ... 

India rupee- 

Indonesia rupiah 
Kuwah dinar xd — 
Malaysia ringgit — 
New Zealand dollar 

Pakistan ru pee- 

Saudi Arabia tiyai _ 
Singapore dollar 
5 Africa rand Icoml.. 

uae dirham_ 

Bnntapt Treasury • 


-1-6656-1-6683 

_ 25311-2.5365 

-- 0621-0635 

-15907-15936 

—_ 13.658-13.958 

_ 0590543.9095 

_ 9.2975-9.4355 

-528.75^39^5 

- 12.8951-12.9061 

-65.21-6651 

_unq 

- 05054X516 

- 62835-62921 

-30220-30276 

- 7255 Buy 

-6X006.135 

-27123-17214 

-82208.489 

- 6X1525-6.1885 

• UaydsBank 


TREASURY BILLS: Applets L61CW altaued: EiOOnu Bids: 69023% received: 45%: Abbey 
Las week: E9822S% received: 42%; Awge rate 670874% last wk £7X1934%; Next week: Allied 


31 1585 

ASDAGp 7510 
Abbey Nil 7A2S 
Allied Dam 3261 
Allntx ft l£lc 3,418 
Atmtescap 541 
AB Foods 2XM2 
Bk Of Scot 6563 
BAA 6,191 

Barclays 

Bass 1^91 
BATinds 19564 
BG 16571 

BUllton 2541 
Blue circle U73 
BOC 2.989 

Boots 2522 
BAe 1577 

BA 7574 

Bril Energy 9529 
Br Land 1592 
BF 14,984 

Brit Steel 6233 
BSkyB 2.644 
BT 17559 

BTK 14234 
Cable Wire 5.061 
Cadbury 4.922 
Cartion Cm* 6543 
Centrica 25.167 
Cm Union 2.480 
Compass Gp 2580 
CXaBetJ 8540 
EMI 1.746 

Energy Gp 1469 
EmerprOU 1.785 
Gen Atx 877 
Gen Elec 8J06 
GKN 536 

Glaxo Well 10,762 
Granada 2588 
GUS 2515 
GKE 3.791 
Hays 834 

in 1592 

Kingfisher 9543 
HSBC 5.494 
Halifax (0.772 
ladbrate 2.929 
Land Secs ui4 


LASMO 5.194 
Legal 6 On 3J68 
UoydsTSB 14508 
LucasVarity 7. IQ2 
Maries Spr 12521 
Nat Grid 5.139 
Nat Power 6,119 
NBlWsiBk 11,843 
Non 2.184 

Norwich Un 4566 
Nycomed Amr 2S3 
Orange 44.7 ss 
P«0 3.783 

Pearson 4X199 
PowerGen I5t» 
prudemiai 3593 
Ralltracfc 2578 
Rank Group 1.965 
ReddttCol 1521 
Reed mti 4 jos5 
Renmkfl 12512 
xeutere 1 550* 
RIOTIntO 4,737 
Rolls Royre 4537 
Royal* Sun 3550 
Royal Bk. SCI 1.783 
Safeway 3,736 
salnsbury 4503 
Scbroders 174 
Scot & New 1,518 
Scot power Mm 
Svm Trent ljD04 
shell Tnuu 29,112 
Slebe 2X736 
Smllhs ind 959 
SmK) Bell 12534 
StdOund 6.714 
sun ure 1 -K 1 

T85CO 5-290 

flumwsw 1-281 
Tomkins sjoi2 
Unilever 11.120 
ind News 1367 
LW Utilities 1558 
vodaione ia4C0 
Whitbread 606 
Williams 9046 
wobetey 1 AX 
Woolwich 7,977 
Zeneca LQIO 


Apr 3 Apr 2 
midday dow 

AMP LOC 41S 4y, 

AMB Carp HI’. 14Z 1 . 
AT 8 T KA. Mrt 

Abboo labt 77*, 77V 
Admired Mtoo 20V W- 
ARni UlC 88 86*1 

Abmanwn (HR 80"- 77"» 
Atr Prod A Olcm 82^ 82*. 
AllTbuCB Comm « «*, 

Albertsons «*» st". 
Alcan Aiumnni »■ JO*v> 
aUIM signal IV- 44'. 
Muon co ol aoi WPi &r- 
Ainenda Hess ST. srv 
AfP ». so*. 

Amer Expros 4T- M'. 


Apr J Apr 2 
mkUay oosc 


Edison fm 
Lira Daw Sjs 
Emerson Eire 


W*. S’- 
45V 46V 
MV 65'. 


EuhtHuK) CDip 10*. 19V 


Enron Cbrp 
Eiuensr 
Eihyi crap 

Etwi 

fdx HokUng 
FMC crap 
FPL Croup 


46. 46". 

2P. a»v 
8*. 8V. 

MV WV 
7T*. 72*. 
«l". 82 
by. 64 


Filth Third Banc 87V. 87 

Fleet Finl Grp av« 8P, 

Fluor crap W, « 

rant Motor 65*. 63V 

run James *9. <8**. 


ranune Brandi 4iv 4IV 


Owens CUmfcfi JT, J5S 

PTC lnduortra 68**. w. 

PMI Group TP. ?o 

PNC Bank CO", bcr. 

PPAL Be* ZP. 2J*. 

Facta/ inc W- w . 

PadOtorp 24V At 1 , 

me Enterprises 41*. 41*- 

PalnrwMMT 41V 40". 

pall crap 2iv 2i*. 

Parker Hanntlhi 51’. 52 

PECO Energy 22'< 22*. 

Penney (JO 77. 77". 

Knmoli M'. m' 

PepsiCo 44 44*. 

Ptfaer 100 W*. 

Pharm & Upjnn 4*'. 44". 


Amer mil 

izr, 

I2T. 

CTE Cwp 

62". 

tffm 

pm ip Mom, 

59*v .m-v 



24V 

MV 

Gan run 

73V 

7JV 

Phillips rer 

SO". 51V 


inter qrinrtam 


46V. 

Gap inc Del 

45'. 

45*. 

Pitney Bones 

51V 51V 



Wm 


Gaieway 3XO 

ay. 

46*. 

rolanrld 

44'V 45. 



58*. 

59*. 

Gen Dynamics 

44V 

SO*. 

Procter a Groin 

87V 89*. 



ft, 

B6V 

Geo Electric 

*> 

87". 

Providian 

tcri 04V 


Anfliew Corp 

av. 

20"n 

Gen MVUj 

75 

75*. 

Pub senr C ft G 

rr. w v 


Anbeuser-Buseh 

«V 

4T. 

Gen Mosrin 

M 

or. 

fliubr CUts 

57*. 58 






RalUon Purina 

IQ}'. 103 



22V. 

22*. 

Gen Signal 

W. 

46V 

Raythnn Crop 

40V 41 


Aimco 

6 

6*. 

Genuine Pam 

37*. 

37V 

Roythenn B 

57V 57*. 


nnonrog WriO 

W>v 

96V 


toV. 

66*. 

Robot Inti 

3cr, sov 



27 

26V. 

GlUeor 

134V 

124*. 

Brllistar Fin 

■T7*, 4r. 


All WchfleU 

78*. 

7r. 

Glaxo Welle AD* 

» 

57*. 

RepMids Metals 

bl'.. bl*. 


AUBd Cbtp 

roi 

17 

OoaSi*± (BTJ 

47*. 

WV 

B,x*we» ma 

57*. ST*. 


Auu> Para PH> 

67V 

67*. 

Goodyrvi tire 

75*. 

74V 

Rohm a Haas 

J04V 105'V 



54*. 

55 

Greal lakes 

54V 

MV 

Royal Dutch 

58V 59 



ir. 

81V 

HaHIbunon 

52 

51% 

KubbainaJil 

29. 28". 


Baler Hughes 

*tr. 

41V 

Hamnin Goicral 55*i 

ST. 

SBC comma 

43. 44 

n? 

Batttm Gas A EJ 

3ZV 

32". 

Hdnr 1HJ1 

58V 

58% 

Safeco Crop 

54*. 54". 

B7 


MV 

64V 

Hercules 


*r. 

Si Paul's Cm 

88*. 88". 



to". 

as-v 

Heishcy FooJs 

75V 

74V 

Sara Lee Corp 

62". OJV 


Ban) or NY 

M*. 

63". 

Hcwlnl Paiisrd 

b2V 

62V 

Sending Plough 

84V 84V 

B9 




Hllian Haul* 

31V 

W* 

Sentombenrar 

77*. 77V 

a 


48V 

48*. 

Honse Derm 

TV. 

68V 

Scasram 

ST- J8V 



55V 

54V 

Hosncaalr Mnfi 

IIV 

IDT*. 

Sean Roebuck 

58*. 58*. 


Bectn Dlcfciisn 

TO. 

7CF. 

Honeyweu 

»v 

BSV 

Shell Trans 

45*. 45". 



Bell Adamic I03 1 . tor. 
BrUSoutb b8V 68*. 

Best Runs lief- 117*. 
Black * Decker MV S3 
Block IH&1Q 47*1 teV 

Boring MV v, 

Boise Cascade 3fV Jh". 
Booton Sdrt W> 67V 
Bristol uyn sq I»y. iQbV 
Browning Ferris 33". 33*. 
Brunswick MV 34V 

Burlington Nthn KBViotf. 
CMS EnerET crap 46V 46". 
CSX 60- 60 

CBS CMP 35V 3SV 

CnnpbrU Soup 55*. 56 
Carolina Pwr 45*. 45V 
case curp 68V 67V 
Caerpmar 54 53". 

caural 6 53V 2TV 27*. 
CbunptOP lira 53*. 54V, 
Chase Manhai W, I3S*. 
Chevron carp 81*. kt. 
Clays Irr 41*. 41V 


Chubb Crap 79 TV. 

Clgni carp IS" ,206V 

dUeorp 143". I42*i 

Ctorw 88V SflV 

caanat cwp 66*. «v 

coca on «r. si*. 

Coa cola Era 36*. s> 

cngur-mira atr. S7v 
CDhUBWa Earin' si’« siv 

CohirabteHCA 32*. 32*. 

Compaq comp J5V s**. 

Comp ab ini 55*1 W« 


68V MV 
54 S3". 

2TV zr*. 
53*. 54V. 
Off*. I3W. 
81*. BT. 
41*. 41V 
79 W» 
2DS".206V 
I43"»l42*u 
88V 88*. 
66>. 66V 
80*. 81*. 
30*. 3SV 
at/'. 87V 


55*. 5S*. 
31". J2V 
rims Edison 46. 

Cons NT GiS S8V SB**- 
Cooper liras oz*. wr. 
Cwtstale* V» Sf, 

Coming Inc 40". 42V 
Cvridr CnsHi S3*. 53>. 
Cnsor Finl «*. Mrs. 
Crown Cort 53V S3V 
Dana crap (O 59*» 
Durum Hudson 08*. 88*. 
Deere b0*V si-. 

Deha Air Lines H7*.nr. 
Delate Co rp 32V 

Mfdni anrip si", sr. 

Dtuaid Dept St 36V 3t»V 
Disney (Wain K». IM". 
Dominion fas 41". 41V 
DOOdley (W) 42*. 42V 

DorerOxp 37**. J8 1 . 
Dow Chemical *mv op. 
Dtw JM)B 54V 54*. 
Dresser 49*. 49". 

Duke Enwgy W. io. 
Dun t Bn &ueB 3P. J5 M . 
Du Pom tdv. w 

Eastman Chan (#• U ■ 
tasunan Kodak M". to. 
Eaton Corp W. « 


HousrtWd loll 142". 142 
Kouflon inch 29V SV 

Humana 25~. 25*. 

Ikon Office 35". 36*. 

mmols Tool 64V bSV 

liu nova -W. JO*, 

INCO IV. IV. 

maenoll Band 9T. 50*. 
Inland Steel zrv 27*. 

Irad Crap 76*. 7tA 

rest 105V W5". 

iml Fin a Fr 46V 47*. 

lml paper PA pi*. 

Jhnsi a Jimsn tb 76*. 

Ken ms 4.T. 43V 

Kerr-MtCee 70V Tff, 

lUmberipOait SO. 90". 

Unan isv it". 

Xnich'dhMzr 5a*. ss*. 

uny (Ebj sv, m 

Umned Inc 30V 29". 

Lincoln Nal 86*. 96V 

uuon Mr. W*» 

LH Claiborne 40V 44 

Icrtbeetl Mariln 113V 114V 
Umlstma Pac Z7*. 22". 

MCI Comm SO". WV 

Manpower Inc 40". 40V 

MllTfDU tiu 36'. 36V 

Marsh B MCLnn 9t. W. 

Masco Cwp HF. 60V 

May Depi Si 63*. uv. 

MarttS Chip 51V SW. 

Mmtuutkis 62 V. 03 

McGraw Hid 74", 75*, 

Mead Corp 36 -V. 

Medttnw cwp 31*. 31*. 

Medmuik 54 1 . S3V 

Mellan Bfi 64-U 63". 

Modi Inc 131V 132*. 

Mercury Fin tr. OV. 

Merrill Lynch 85V sjv 

Mlertxon or. or. 

Mlnnesoa Mine CIV 42V 

Mirage Reran* 24‘. 24V. 

Mobil cwp 79 TV, 


sherwin Wilms 3t,‘> 37V 

so Icon Graphics IJ". 14 
Snap-On-Tbob 45". 45". 

Suubem Co 27*. 27". 

Souumusi 41*- 41". 

spnm coip "S’* 67". 

Stanley worts ss*, 55*. 

Starwood Hit 33". 51 

Son Company 4iv 41". 

Sun Mlnroys 41*. 4 r. 

Soranaf 75". 75', 

Supervalu 47*. 47*. 

synovus Ftn J7V m 

Sysco corp 26V 3>V 

TRW inc 55V 55V 

TIG HlOgS av. 25*. 

Tandy corp 47 46". 

Tempir intend 61V or. 

Tend HeaUhtnir 38*. 38*, 

Tenneto 43 

Tcuro 6T. 61V 

Tents Inn to, sov 

Texas UiUltte «r. 40*. 

Teatron 76". 77V 

Thenno Elea 41*. 47. 

Time Warner 75*. 74*. 

nma-Mliror A 63 i 03V 


McDrautUs ti£'» 03 

McGraw Hid 74". 75*, 
Mead Corp 36 -V. 

Medttnw cwp ji v, 31*. 

Medmuik SC. S3V 

Mellan B3 M". 63". 

Modi Inc 131V 137. 

Mercuiy Fin tr. OV. 

Merrill Lynch 85V &J". 

Mlertxon or. or. 

Mlnnesoa Mine 51V 42V 

Mirage Reran* 24‘. 24V. 

M0«l CWp 70 79V 

Monsanio 55*. w. 

Morean (in i33".l34 
Mmwota Inc W. 60s 

MTIao Lifts 22V 229m 

Nail semi 30*. 20*. 

Nail Sente Ind WV 60 

n mtear Im 34V 3S-, 

NY TVna A 719. 71 

Newmoni Mng 31". 30V 

Nttt B 45V. 44% 

NL Indusute 17". 17". 

Nradsnwn fisv Mv. 

NtJrtoTk SUira 38*. 37V 

NUin Suit fwt to sv, 

Noraes Crap 42*. 41". 

OecUenial Per 29 ao 

Office Depot 30V 30V 

Oracle 28*. 30v 

Oryi Energy Co BT. 26 


Timken 

TtncimurL 

Toys R Us 

Tnnjamertca 

Travelers 

THbura* 

U5T inc 
U5 Bancotp 
UAL 
Unttrtn 
us liras 


35*. 35*. 
47V. 46V. 
W. 29*. 
I18».118V 
62 61*. 
71'. 71V 
J0V 31 
13S^ I2S*. 
93*. 93V 
MV » 
29". 29*. 


71*. 71 
31". mv 
45V. 44% 

17°. IJ". 
65V MV. 
38*. 37V 


US West Cramp 57% 56V. 
US west Media M% 34". 
USAliways Croup 71% 72V 
USX Marailnn 3ff. 38*: 

Unicorn 34% 34V 

Unilever MV 74V 74*. 

Union camp vr Hr. 

union Carbide sov si 

Union PadQc S8 57*. 

UniflsCrap Iff, ]9v 

USFW CWp 24°. 34*. 

uwees rob mv of. 

Unocal Corp . 40". w. 
VF Cotp 52". 52*. 

WaiMail Store sr> SO, 

Wfaiteriamberr (S3 1 . ITS". 

waste Mnpm 32*. 32". 

wan Fargo 331*. 3B9V 

WwohaetBer 56*. 56*. 

Muripopl tov *7". 

Whitman 10", ar, 

Winn Dhk 45V, 47 

wfetD Chip 39*, J9*i 

Wttolwwth 24', J4% 

wngley (Wmj Jr 84". 84% 

XMK , 104V 106". 

Xlfliu inc js*. 39*i 


wtuunan 
winn Dhlc 
Wteco Corp 
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Cherie Blair with the wives of European and Asian leaders on the Silver Sturgeon, a Thames launch, yesterday while their husbands debated the Asian financial crisis at a summit meeting in L/mdon. Page 16 



State paternity leave 

Working fathers are set to get 
one week's paid paternity leave, 
funded by the state-Page I 

Countryside alarm 

The Countryside Alliance was in 
turmoil after culling the land- 
owner grandees-Page 1 

RAC windfall 

The RAC chairman suggested to 
members that they float off the 
rescue businesses for £20.000 
each...-.. Page I 

Council clean-up 

Corrupt councillors and town 
hall officials are to be rooted out 
by watchdogs-..—.Page 1 

Peace optimism 

Tony Blair showed optimism 
over the prospects of a peace deal 
by disclosing that he intends to 
anend a concert in Belfast five 
days after a referendum. Page 2 


Undercover cash 

British women spend twice as 
much on underwear as they did 
ten years ago-Page 3 

Body theft 

A sculptor made legal history by 
becoming the first person in Brit¬ 
ain to be convicted of stealing 
body parts — .Page 5 

Tagged killer 

Sidney Cooke, a convicted child 
killer, has agreed to wear an 
electronic tag after his release 
from jail-.—.-.- Page 6 

Housing challenge 

A High Court ruling quashing 
plans for houses in the green 
belL was hailed as an important 
countryside victory_Page 7 

Royal artist 

A watercolour by Queen Victoria 
is back where it was executed in 
Coburg in an exhibition. Page 9 


Impotence pill 

A pill to treat impotence could be 
available in Britain by 
September_Page 10 

Teacher’s return 

A teacher criticised after she 
allowed a five-year-old boy to 
smack classmates is returning to 
make a stand against political 
correctness_Page 12 

New candidate 

Sonny Bono’s widow, Mary, is 
standing for Congress as a 
Republican-Page 14 

Ancient road 

A lone Englishwoman has found 
a road network that linked the 
cities of ancient Lyda—Page 18 

New Deal crisis 

High levels of crime and drug 
abuse among the young jobless 
threaten the success of Gordon 
Brown’s New Deal-Page 20 


Valerie Grove: With Sir 
Derek Hornby, the lad 
known as “Dublo" at school, 
who talks of the worst day of 

his career-Page 21 

Temple treasures: The Gov¬ 
ernment of Guatemala plans 
to “evacuate" hundreds of an¬ 
cient stelae and replace them 
with modem replicas Page II 
Berlin memory: Battle- 
scarred Dakotas are being 
painted and polished for the 
50th anniversary of the Berlin 
airlift_Page 17 

Shopping fever: The Great 
Easter Shopaway begins next 
weekend as 1.7 million people 
leave Britain-Page 19 

Lydia Detectorskaya, muse 
to Henri Matisse; Right Rev 
John Atlhi, American Episco¬ 
pal Church; Jimmy Secular, 
footballer -_—.. Page 25 I 


Working It out If the Govern¬ 
ment is to make the most of 
its jobs initiative, it must em¬ 
brace the flexibility that it has 

urged on others-Page 23 

A theft of history: Guatemala 
is being systematically plun¬ 
dered of its history by ma¬ 
rauding gangs-Page 23 


Simon Jenkins: Was it con¬ 
ceivable that every computer 
could really “think it was 
1900"? Could these titans of 
the post-industrial revolution 
truly reinstate the year of my 

dreams_Page 22 

Andrew Miller: To pursue re¬ 
lentlessly the sub-plots of a 
loved one’s life is to poke 
about in a Bluebeard’s cellar. 
Likewise, the compulsive 
need to confess, to constantly 
disinter our ghastly secrets, is 
a violence akin to flicking 
rubber-bands-Page 22 


Rolls-Royce: Volkswagen is 
testing a new 12-cylinder en¬ 
gine that could be built in 
Britain and used in the car¬ 
maker’s new range.. Page 27 
Store wan Argos, the cata¬ 
logue retailer fighting off a 
hostile £1.6 billion bid from 
Great Universal Stores, 
vowed to return E431 million 

to shareholders-Page 27 

RoadChef: Nomura has 
overtaken Nikko, its Japa¬ 
nese rival, in the race to buy 
the motorway service 

group_Page 27 

Markets: The FTSE 100 rose 
11.4 to 6064-1 Sterling fell 
from 108.5 to 107.9 after fall¬ 
ing from $1.6692 to $1.6603 
and falling from DM3.0859 
to DM3.0679_Page 31 

WEEm^Mdi«T> 1 

Cleaner motoring; trust 
funds; Japanese economy; 
first-time buyers Pages 48-64 


Rugby union: England 
have a theoretical chance 
of winning the Five Na¬ 
tions if they overcome 
Ireland_Page 34, 35 

Football: An FA Cup semi¬ 
final offers Wolves an op¬ 
portunity to exorcise the 
ghosts of the club's glori¬ 
ous past-Page 37 

Rugby league: Wigan 
against Castleford is the 
most significant match in 
the opening weekend of 
the Super League Page 46 

Davis Cup: Greg Rusedski 
gave Great Britain a win¬ 
ning start-Page 44 

: 

Silence of Labour back¬ 
benchers; discord at West¬ 
minster Abbey; Royal 
Navy away from home too 
long; Clinton in Africa; 
roadside daffodils Page 23 


section^ 


Baring all: Three actresses 
as painted ladies. Page |$ 
Spy in the cold: David 
Shayler on exOe.Page28 
Kicking: No-holds barred 


Life in fear Woman etli^ 
in the Arab world Page 82 
Cheating: A womanise- 
meets his nemisis PagcSfr 


letro 


Interview: The truth abom 4 
Massive Attack—Page 6 
Books: Erica Wagnerona 
Civil War epic; Nick 
Hornby; David Leavitt 
top bestsellers Pages 14-21 
Tango: Dancing back to 

Britain-Page 22 

Listings: Everything Tor 
your area-Pages 2643 

Weekend 

Malaria: The side-effects of 

drugs-Pages L 2 

Model mother Catwalk 
queen and orphans Page 3 
Home life: Mentors for 
wayward children .Page 8 
For sate: Where Vivien 
Leigh found love.. Page 10 
Faith: Sportsmen who are 
have found God... Page 18 
Travel: Paris; trans-Africa; 
Labrador-Pages 25-35 



Full seven-day guide to 
television and radio 

The freakiest creatures 6n 
earth: secrets of the stops 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,757 

A £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times . Saturday Crossword Competition, PO Box 486, Virginia Street, 
London El QDD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 
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Name/Address 


Latest Road indWtather conditions 
UK Weather- All k^om 0330 444 910 
UK Road* . All nqtaro 0330 401 410 
MitaPQS 0114 401 7«4 

M25 and Link Route 03 BO 401747 

NMkxulMstBnqyi 0330 401 748 

Condn e m a t Europe 0330 401 010 

Channel craning 0330 401 300 

Motoring to I lllfimm 

A Gaxwicfc efcpartl 


0330 407 SOB 



Weather by Fox OBgjfcOffe 

DU 0330 (Mowed hjr area number Awn pew hoi 
VtaConr 410334 KLInduid 410 341 

Wato 410 33* London 410*42 

EsnAndo 410137 wt,dw 

410 110 010 307 

N. Eatt 410 310 

Scotland 410 140 

Mocfex Marino 

Inahorc letaun fanom 410 300 

World City Weather 

153 dmlnadono work! wide 
O day tanoott 

by Phono dial 0310 411X10 

by rax (Index page) 0330 410113 

Motoring 

Eurapo Country by Cotanry 0330 401 08* 

EmpanMcom 0330 401 880 

French Mocafmrq* 0130 401 887 

Seaport informati on 0330401 882 

Dli n nyla n d Pam 0330 481 400 

LaShucdn 0330 401 80* 


□ General: Scotland w9 continue to see 

gales in the north and many parts of the UK 
will have a blustery day. II wiD be generaiy 
cloudy in Scotland with any sunshine mare 
Kkety in the wbsL All parts wflt be showery. 
The showers will be prolonged and heavy, 
especially in northern and eastern Soot- 
land. but all parts are al risk of a heavy 
shower. There is also the risk of thunder 
and hail in places, espedafy in Northern 
Ireland. Wales aid western England. 
Tonight: showers win retreat to exposed 
coasts and hills, but It will remain breezy 
everywhere. The best dear spells will be 
across central aid eastern districts. - •* 

□ London, SE England, E AngBa, 
Central S England, E and W Hlrflands: 
sunny breaks and showers, some heavy. 
Moderate lo fresh southwesterly wind. Max 
15C (59F). 

□ E England, Central N England, NE 
England: sunny spells and scattered 
showers. Fresh southwesterly wind. Max 
T5C (59F). 

□ Channel Men, SW England, S and N 
Wales, NW England, Lake District, Isle 
of Man: showers, some sharp and possibly 


thundery. Fresh lo strong southwesterly 
wind, ktex 11C f52F], 

□ Borders, Edinburgh A Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Central Highlands, Moray 
Firth, NE Scotland: cloudy with showery 
rain, i-resh to strong easterly wind. Max 
9C (48F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow: some sunny 
breaks but also showers. Fresh easterly 
wind. Max 9C (48F). 

O Argyll. NW Scotland, Orkney, Shet¬ 
land: cloudy with showery oixbreaks d 
rain, falling as snow in the northern 
Highlands. A strong 'to gate-force easterly 
wind. Max7C(45F). 

□ N Ireland: mostly cloudy with showers, 
heavy aid prolonged at times. Moderate to 
fresh easterly wind. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Irish Republic: bright or sunny intervals 
with showers, heavy and prolonged at 
times with thunder and hail. Fresh or strong 
west or southwest wind. Max 12C (54F). 

□ Outlook: unsettled but showers becom¬ 
ing less frequent with a better chance of 
longer smny spefls. The far north of 
Scotland will stay more generally cloudy 
with periods of ran. 


Car reports by fax 


tmw and used car report, I 

dtaAA menu of 195 or* 


0338 414 300 


DU from your fax hamhec 
you map haw com oo pal reariwo mods 



D 


Sunrises: 
6 30 am 


Sunsets: 
7.39 pm 


Moonseto Moon rises 
3.00 am 12.06 am 



ACROSS 

I Jump on horse and get going 
(5.2). 

5 Amounts expressed numerically 
as squares, say (7). 

9 Senior officer likely to appear 
heartless in most cases (9). 

10 Bend in river in neat pan of 
London (5). 

11 American imprisoned by Lincoln 
for insulting language (5). 

12 Not even one of the Baker Street 
boys, for example (9). 

13 Oppose the production of chick¬ 
ens — a very shady activity (5-8). 

17 Looking at other people’s hands, 
one knows what’s on the cards (7- 
6). 

21 Obscene publication's original 
plan (9). 

24 Drastically affect with revolting 
object (5). 

25 Contemplating year one had in 
England (5). 

26 Tom Jones, for one. came across 
the heath (9). 

27 One working to make dough 
sounds like poor person (7). 

28 Without a due, don't enter so 
much data (7). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20751 


raSHQIHEIHHB HDI3C3S| 
Biannsanffl 
EH0®nnH fUElQffJilCDIIli 
EiEiiQiimag 
HEH0ES anrasHEsaii 
® 0 gi @ a 

msmso nsaiaannaml 

BDfflOSGlIIia 

EBHncnHBain omansl 
n ii ra h o 

HCDEinnarasg 
□ 0 tii s n s in cm 
QSHKHQHn nnsaarnal 
00B0HII0H 
ErasHGD lascisnaaaa 


DOWN 

1 Striking gesture (6). 

2 One who may appear in a Sash 
(9). 

3 Fuss about river exercise creating 
danger to shipping (7). 

4 Sounds like affectionate donkey’s 
given bedding (9). 

5 Entrance hall designed to meet 
needs of the old within (5). 

6 So-called farmer briefly in charge 
of agricultural work (7). 

7 Take to the streets and dance 
around Bull’s Head (5}. 

8 Wise man keeping jug for re¬ 
moval of water (S). 

14 Game player in a loose scrum is 
dumbfounded (9). 

15 Realise it is wrong for this old 
citizen (9). 

16 It’s delivered by hand to striker 
not working with the rest (3-5). 

IS Such work lacks order and is not 
called for (7). 

19 Article put on line, wet. here? (7). 

20 A Degas reproduction more than 
one saw (6). 

22 Many single sweetheart (5). 

23 Gather inside train ferry (5). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20756 


I fnsnomsHEi Hassnu 
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n®HBamrzis 
annansH astomHiiH 
0 si m a h a 
□anssnaa raoncnffla 
in ed a in n a 
naanm Hsasrantas 
El ® 0 DU 0 a 
aansnaa aaoBanH 
nntDsnsraa 

HIEQniaEIBHUaaHHIJEJ 

0OE1HBHI3I3 

anmana Hamaanizan 


Full moon Apr! 11 

London 739 pm to 638 am 
Bristol 7 46 pm to 6 37 am 
Edinburgh 7.57 pm lo 6 34 am 
Manchester 7 49 (*n to 6.33 am 
Penzance 7 58 pm to 6 51 am 


C TOMORROW 

Suirtsee: Sunsets: 

6.28 am 7.40 pm 

Moon sets Moon rises 

343 am 1.08 pm 

Fufl moon April 11 

London 7 40 pm io 625 am 
Bristol 7.50 pm S3 635 am 
Edinburgh 7 59 pm to 6 31 am 
Manchester 7 51 pm to 0 31 am 
Penzance 8 00 pm lo 6.49 am 


TODAY AM HT PM m 

Aberdeen 6 59 3 5 7 50 3! 

AvonmoUh - 1330 105 

Belfast 4-38 3 1 532 3C 

Cardin - - 13.16 9E 

□evonport 11 19 4 4 1142 4* 

Dower 412 56 448 5£ 

Dliban 518 36 603 3E 

Fakrauih 1050 4 2 ir-13 4: 

Greenock 517 3 2 606 2 £ 

Hanrich 4:56 3 6 524 3; 

HoMiead 343 4.7 4-33 4‘ 

Hull [Albert D) 11.42 7 4 

ttracombe 1129 72 

Wng'ELynn 11.46 52 

Leith 8-14 4 6 8 57 4 E 

Uerool 423 7 9 5.06 7E 

London Budge 700 65 727 63 

LoeveODtr 303 22 3-15 21 

Margate 5 07 43 5 34 41 

Mdford Haven 1147 54 

Navqusy 1047 55 H 22 5 4 

Oban - . 1222 2.E 

Penzance 1010 44 IOM 4 4 

Poraanfl 11.-57 13 

Portsmouth 4-42 4 0 5-39 32 

Shareham 421 53 503 51 

Southampton 3-57 3 a 4 <8 37 

Swansea 1158 75 

Tees 9-19 4 7 1003 4 6 

WaBon-Qn-Naze 456 3 8 526 35 

Oowflcowwghuaaved AlwnesBST Hotfns n mews 


Lklu 




Yteawiay: Highest day temp: Guernsey. ISC 
day max: Aboyne. Aberdeenshire. 
<£ [38F1; higher rabibB: Sbathalan, Perth and 
Kinross 12an. highest eunahtna: Oadon. Essex, 
8 7hi. 


Last week's winners: B C Cobban. Tonbridge. Kent. M \1 addit non. Barton- 
lUider-NetdrmotL Staffs Dr I A McCoubrry, L&combt Regis. OnUK / 
Cunningham, Aberdeen: B K Lane, Cuckfietd. WSussex. 


ISKi MSS WJ? MM* m 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recycled paper made up 
41.4% of me rear malarial for 

UK new spap ers In the first 
had al 1B97 





Slati^ as it IHb slowly: high Rdedininq 
and becommg rndfelincf; lows A and B combining as they sweep east towards south Britain 


ORIANA* CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Madeira, Te nerife and Lisbon 28 Apr. - 4 M ay £1,999 
Barcelona, St Tropez, Florence. Pisa 10 -16 May £1,999 
Amsterdam, Bruges and Brussels 22 - 25 M ay £1,299 
Cruise to Tenerife via Madiera 9-13 August £1,699 

TOR ONTO WITH NIAGARA, 
ROCKIES OR NEW YORK 

5 nights in Tbrooto returning supersonic on Concorde. 
Niagara with helicopter, city tour, luncheons and theatre 
Depart on 22 May, 4 July, 1, 31 Aug, or 19 Se pt £1,999 
Toronto & R ockies with Concorde. 18 - 27 Se pt £2,499 
4 nights in New York, Concorde, any weekend £1,999 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 
OR WORLD CUP FINAL 

Seat and luncheon at Mirabeau for Monaco Grand Prix 
with Paris, C oncorde and Euro star 23 - 24 M av £1,599 
Concorde with World Cup Final seat on 12 Juiy £1,999 

ORIENT-EXPRESS, ROME 
TO VENICE VIA FLORENCE 

Fly to Rome, Venice Simplon-0 rient-Eixpress to Venice via 
Florence, city tours and deluxe hotels 2 - 5 May £999 

NE W GR AND PRINCESS 
WITH CONCORDE 

Istardnd, Kusadasi (for Ephesus). Piraeus (for Athens) 
and Venic e, 5 nights on 19 June or 6 Aug . £1,999 
Venice, Naples. Livorno (for Florence), Monte-Cario and 
Barcelona, 7 nights on 24 June or 11 Aug. £2,499 

QE2 WITH CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Cruise from Tenerife via Madeira 16 - 20 Ju ne £1,699 
Midnight Sun & Norwegian Fjords 20 - 31 J uly £2,999 
New York and Toronto 29 Aug - IQ Se pt. £3,999 

For our brochure, phone 0181-992 4477. or write to • 

3 SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL 11 

43, Woodhurst Road, London, W3 6SS il? 
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Five Nations 
and beyond 
PAGE 35 


Keith Curie leads 
the FA Cup hunt 
PAGE 37 
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Rough Quest has 
quality control 


By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

AS AN antidote to the normal 
hyperbole that surrounds big 
sporting events, there is one 
crucial factor that should be 
put on record concerning the 
Martell Grand National this 
afternoon: it is the poorest- 
quality field for years. 

This is underlined by the 
fact that only seven of the 37 
probable runners will be 
carrying their correct weight. 
Because there is a minimum 
of ten stone for the race, the 
rest are all carrying more 
weight than that allotted to 
them by the handi capper on 
the bans of what they have 
achieved, in some cases as 
much as 321b. 

However, for many once-a- 
year backers, the size of the 
field will make up for file lade 
of class. As Rob Hartnett, of 
the Tote, emphasised yester¬ 
day: “The massive -gamble 
that is fire Grand National has 
far more to do with quantity 
than quality. It is far more 
important to get 37 runners of 
lesser ability than the 20 best 
horses in training." 

Modifications made to the 
once forbidding National 
fences have helped to reduce 
the dement of uncertainty in 
the race and contributed to the 
better horses winning in re¬ 
cent years. In theory, at least, 
the large number of "no- 
hopers” which will set off in 
search of glory shortly after 


3.45pm does make the task of 
finding the winner a shade 
easier. 

Suny Bay, so impressive 
when winning the Hennessy 
Cognac Gold Cup at Newbury 
in November, heads the 
weights and attempts to be¬ 
come the first horse since Red 
Rum to carry 12 stone to 
victory. After suffering a mid¬ 
season slump in form that 
coincided 
with the rest 
of Charlie 
Brooks's 
string being 
out of sorts, 
he ran well to 
finish fifth in 
file Chelten¬ 
ham Gold 
Cup. 

The strik¬ 
ing grey, run¬ 
ner-up 
behind Lord 
Gylksne 12 
months ago, 
will relish the 

testing condi¬ 
tions under¬ 
foot but. with doubts remain¬ 
ing over whether he is bade to 
his very best his price looks 
plenty short enough. 

Rough Quest winner of this 
race two years ago, has en¬ 
dured a frustrating season- 
Placed behind See More Busi¬ 
ness in the King George VI 
Chase at Kempton and a good 
race at Cheltenham, he then 
fell six fences out in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup when 



One Man dies ..—. 
Richard Dunwoody 
Big race guide 
Simon Barnes 


travelling com fo rtably behind 
the leaders. 

He has always been at his 
bat in the spring and Terry 
Casey, his trainer, could not 
have been more bullish yester¬ 
day. “He’s in good form Mid I 
am very happy with him," 
Casey said. "He was squealing 
this morning and he is abso¬ 
lutely jumping out of his skin. 
He could not be in better 
shape but of 
course, he is 
two years 
older." 

Nonethe¬ 
less, 12 year- 
olds have a 
good record 
in file Grand 
National. 
Rough Quest 
has a high 
cruising 
speed that 
enables him 
to conserve 
energy and, 
although the 
National 
“factor* has 
been all but eliminated, being 
a course and distance winner 
is hardly a disadvantage. 

Fbrm students will be quick 
to point out that Challenger 
Du Luc has file dear beating 
of Rough Quest, judged on 
their run at Kempton on 
Boxing Day. However, all the 
brilliance of Martin Pipe, the 
champion trainer, and Tony 
McCoy, the champion jockey, 
wfll be required to persuade 



this talented rascal to give of 
his best Even then, he is far 
from certain to last out the 
trip. 

Earth Summit, the Welsh 
National winner, has ground 
conditions in his favour and 
hails from a yard in top form. 
He likes left-handed tracks, 
but does not look quite good 
enough. N ah then Lad. repre¬ 
senting Jenny Pitman, has 
always appealed as a National 
horse and his trainer is confi¬ 
dent but he has been disap¬ 
pointing. by and large, for the 
past two years. 

A bigger danger to Rough 
Quest may be Him Of Praise, 
an out-and-out stayer who 
relishes soft ground and has 
p rogressed throughout the 
season- He is not the easiest of 
rides but is file type of horse to 
be galvanised into action by 
the challenge of Aintree. 

Those who prefer an each- 
way interest at long odds 
should consider three outsid¬ 
ers. Kfileshin was seventh in 
last years race on unsuitably 
fast ground and will relish the 
demanding conditions today. 

Critic Abbey has disap¬ 
pointed in two runs this term 
but has a winning chance 
judged rat last years form, 
provided he handles the soft 
ground. St Mellion Fairway, 
entered for the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup as a novice, has had 
his sights lowered in recent 
seasons but will enjoy ideal 
ground conditions for the first 
time in ages- 
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ough Quest in playful mood wit n ms -- ------- 

Dalglish struck dumb by reverse Midas touch 

„ inI , - nnt the talking cure hfdsaidto Alan Stearerotedaysittbe start of /nr-Thoy had then satin silence forquarte 
... . cnrr>!v all in the mind. But tne raiiung . u/ptT the rest an hour. 




K enny Dalglish picked up a ^ug of 
steaming Sfee and took a tenure 
sip. Oh. right. Yes. Here we go agtun. 
in the time it had token to raise theo^to his 
ijps it had gone stone cold- He sighed and p|-*j 
iutown. Tfesort of thing 
ever since he arrived at St James - 

like that old Hollies wn^n*™*** ^e'^eer. At first his n^oii mere 
Reverse. Look at the Newcastie Umtai team, mg * straightforward: to 

for example One minute they banish joy. He was the Thomas 

Keegan's exotic Magpies, challenging Cromwell of football. St J®*™*’ 

of the League, and the next... ,-p , no park had become a P* ace oj gaiety 
Bottosay nothing, however. A IJjong SdiSd to be sorted out Cavalier 
tabfttf nirthing 1 aUilL tyixssuchas Ferdinand Gm^ai^AspJfe 

ihink of anythmg hi?^ld pen. must 


rt.* mind - Rot the talking cure he’d said to Alan Shearer one day at the start of far.' They bad then sal in silence for quarter of 

^Jnot faKenny. In his And two hours later-well rest start mouth catches no flies," Dalglish 

always been 1 sSefc DaSsh left his office and shut the door. The had said, finally, 

all their limbs. ^ hSame off in his hand, metamorphosed “Wen.; Dr Fm 

golden," his mother used to instruct rum. ^ ^ diTmMd to ^ ^ am I going to dt 

"Shallow brooks murmur most 

.m < j Laam a ctrsm 


DasSMUon 
AUSTRALIA 
FRANCE 
.JAPAN - - 
RERJHELAND 
USA ‘ ' 


BT 
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C7p 
_23p 
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PT 

ZOp 

ISO 

23p 
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«*> 


Savings 

S9% 

47% 

66% 

48% 

58% 


l unaiiy. 

Dr Fmkdstein harrumphed. "What 
am I wine to do with a couch that’s got two 

. . ° , _ .J. 1 I - ! -knnninn nilrt T* 


Newcastle had been a strange 
development in Dalglish’s ghtt^ 


LYNNE 

TRUSS 


mum* wu « —-metamorphosed 

into an adder, dropped to the ground and am i going io w mn a 

sUtheSoffdoiwn the corridor. He b rokfl ^ and 1 

looked at his hand vith a mixture of was perfeefly good bdjmyou 
misery and resignation. Was it time Howthose words echoed mh^head/fi^ 

toSk to sometoSTsfiKnit tins? No, p*fedfyX>od b&reyoucame dong Whoe* 
no. of course not Newcastle could er would have ttougtttosv^_^l>m to 
vet win the FA Cur after all him? He pushed his office door lightly, Jo check 
AdmitteUy. they might be rdegated 

at the same time, but a cup's a cup.^ ?»•*; rt ^ed mw^dsm *e aim tikmg 


at the same time, but a cup’s a cup, noise, u mwa.ua ™ 

for all that The regular embarrassment of frame and plaster with it He looked ai 

fete"-® 11 ^ 

He reached into a pocket forhis go dpa replace them. Brt certainly has its psydiological uses," “A still tongue makes a wise head-" And with 

which promptly turned to fd , to go wrong; i£go£ Dr Finkelstein assunriK in their one. those oh-so-femiliar platitudes to comfort him, 

S«?|SS2S SStS he set off down the comdor to fore the day. 

had begged him. “This Midas syndrome is 
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Young guns must attack freely at Twickenham and wait for France to slip in Five Nat ions fi^uUg 

pointer to " C Sj^fli^t° 

future ■.' ■ Mark Souster on the perennial 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


ANY race that arrives at the 
final lap with three contenders 
for honours should have a 
general appeal. However, the 
1998 Five Nations Champion¬ 
ship has not strewn its favours 
around so generously: the 
most likely conclusion to this 
weekend is the first back-to- 
back grand slam for France 
but, should they fail against 
Wales at Wembley tomorrow, 
then England could slip 
through on the raiis. 

Even were Wales to deny 
the French victory, their own 
points deficit is such that they 
have no realistic chance of 
emerging as champions. But, 
at Twickenham today. Eng¬ 
land — whatever their openly 
expressed views about long¬ 
term development and World 
Cup ambitions — must give 
themselves the best opportuni¬ 
ty they can of challenging for 
the tide by beating Ireland m 
convincing fashion in the 
Lloyds/TSB international. 

I Five Nations - ] 



Championship 

This may be only a staging 
post en route to the World Cup 
but no side suffers by picking 
up whatever trophies may lie 
along the way, or even by 
surpassing the deeds of their 
predecessors. This remains, 
after all. a very young Eng¬ 
land squad, players and man¬ 
agement. but even if they do 
not win the championship 
they could yet establish — for 
example — a record for points 
scored in the four matches. 

Some might claim that says 
more about the nature of the 
opposition than about Eng¬ 
land at tills stage of their 
development, but there is no 
harm in gathering rosebuds. 
No country has scored more in 
the championship than the 141 
points England achieved last 
season and, this morning, they 
stand on HI. In their past 
three outings against Ireland 
they have averaged 31 points. 


so the task is clearly not 
beyond them. 

Yet you worry when you 
hear coaches, particularly 
from New Zealand, talking up 
the opposition as Warren 
Gotland has done this week. 
Gatland, the Ireland coach, 
suggested that if England 
could win 46-6 at Lansdowne 
Road last season, they could 
do the same again at home 
against his squad, which has 
yet to open its account m the 
championship. 

A stream of errors has 
persisted in Ireland's game so 
that matches they could and 
should have won against Italy. 
Scotland and perhaps even 
France have been lost: they 
have no problems with the 
competence of their forwards, 
but the lack of cutting edge in 
midfield has cost them dear. 

They look at Wales with a 
midfield pairing of Allan 
Bateman and Scon Gibbs: at 
France with Stephane Gias 
and Christophe lamaison; at 
England with Jeremy Guscott 
and Will Greenwood and then 
consider the attacking limita¬ 
tions of their own centres. For 
ail their defensive qualities — 
and Ireland have conceded 
only 65 points in three games 
compared with 141 in four last 
season — any combination of 
Kevin Maggs, Mark McCall 
and Rob Henderson does not 
register on the same 
scale. 

Asked if he feels aggrieved 
dial Ireland’s returns have not 
matched their efforts over the 
season and Keith Wood, the 
captain, is singularly honest 
“We do feel we are better than 
the results we have had but if 
we had played well enough, 
taken our chances, we would 
have wot something," the 
Harlequins hooker said. 

“We haven't done that so I 
dont think you could call it a 
grievance.” But the Irish are 
not noted as shy, retiring 
violets on the rugby field; they 
have only one opportunity to 
make something of their sea¬ 
son now and victory over 
England would provide the 
whole game in Ireland with a 
huge boost 

"The game in Ireland" is the 
key phrase there: the Irish 
Rugby Football Union is mak¬ 
ing sustained efforts to limit 
the flow of players to England 
and to provide a credible 
domestic base to a game that 



Murk Souster on the perennial 
England fall guy who keeps 
bouncing back into contention 



T his time last year 
Tony Blair was not 
the only person hop¬ 
ing to secure a suc¬ 
cessful five-year tenure at 
No 10. After a career spent 
being shunted between two 
positions in the England bade 
division, Mike Catt was intent 
on securing the fly-half berth 
as his own. Fate, however, 
played a hand as concussion 
agains t South Africa last au¬ 
tumn. Paul Grayson's new 
lease of life in the internation¬ 
al arena—which began in the 
very next game, against New 
Zealand — and an unhappy 
experience against France at 
full back in February con¬ 
spired against him. 

Part , 26, is a prime example, 
perhaps the prime example, 
of a supremely talented indi¬ 
vidual who is perhaps too 
gifted for his own good, a 
category in .which the mercu¬ 
rial Gregor Townsend, the 
Northampton and Scotland 
bade, could also be included 
On the one _ 



Catfs balance and versatility have secured him a berth on the right wing for England at Twickenham today 


still stands down the peeking 
order in terms of national 
popularity. 

All of which leaves Law¬ 
rence Dallaglio and his Eng¬ 
land players cold. Their 
agenda has been publicly dis¬ 
played all season: to conjure a 
side that will make an impact 
on the southern hemisphere 
but that has yet to overcome a 
serious hurdle. England have 
played the top four countries 
in the world this season (and 
will play three of them again 
in the summer), but have yet to 
win against any of them. 

That is no surprise, given 
the culture and personnel 
changes that have taken place 
within the squad. But. if they 
cannot beat the top-ranked 
sides, clearly the next tier 
stands in the firing line: 60 


points against Wales. 34 
against Scotland, how many 
against Ireland, who have 
won only twice at Twicken¬ 
ham in the past 20 years, each 
time by a single point? 

England have no secrets 
from the Irish, eight of whose 
team compete in the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership, but in a 
short period they have gath¬ 
ered together a unit strength 
that is already serving them 
welL They have yet to under¬ 
stand fully the Quid game they 
want to play, forwards stand¬ 
ing in midfield do not always 
look as comfortable on the ball 
as they might, but at least 
England are trying to play it 
while preserving the set-piece 
qualities that have been a 
traditional virtue. It should be 
enough for them today. 


ENGLAND 
M B Perry (Bath) 

MJ Catt (Bath) 

WJH G reenwood (Leicester) 

J C Guscott (Bath) 

A S Healey (Leicester) 

P J Grayson (N orthamp ton) 

M J S Dawson (Nor thampto n) 

J Leonard (Hadeqoins) 

R CockeiU (Leicester) 

D J Garforth (Leicester) 

MO Johnson (Leicester) 

G S Archer (Newcastle) 

LBN DaBaEHo (Wasps, captain) 
N A Back (Leicester) 


IRELAND * , 

15 C P Claries (Terenure College) 

14 R M Wallace (Saracms) 

13 KM Maggs (Bristol) j 

12 MCMcCall (London Irish) 

11 D A Hlctoe (St Mary's Coflage) 

10 EPQwood(Gahmgais) ; 

9 C D McGabmasB (St Mary's CoflegeJ- 

1 R Corrigan (Greystones) ] 

2 KBM Wood (Harlequins, captain) 

3 PS Wallace (Saracens) j 

4 PS Johns (Saracens) { 

5 ME O' KsBy (London Irish) i 

G DS Corkary (Bristol) ■ 

7 A J Ward (BaBynahtnch), 

8 V C P GosteBo (St Mary's Colege) j 


A J Diprose (Saracens) 8 v c P CosteBo (St Mary’s 

REPLACEMENTS: lfiPRdeGtenvHe REPLACEMENTS (from): 


; (Both), 17 J Wffldnson (Newcastle), 
’ 18 S Benton (Gloucester), 

13 D Ryan (Newcastle), 

20 D J Grewcock (Saracens), 

21G C Rowntree (Leicester), 

22 DE West (Leicester) - 

TV: Hve on Sky Sports 2 from lpm 


IS K Keane (Gerryowen), 

17 D G Hianphreys (London Irish), 
IS BTO’Meara (Cork Constitution), 

19 M J Galway (Shannon), 

20 N J Popptatwefl (Newcastle), 

21P M Clohessy (Young Munster), 

22 ATH Clarke (Northampton), 

23 E R P Miner (Leicester) 


hand his 

footballing ‘I doi 

ability is in¬ 
dispensable. prove s< 

on the other r 

it has been afte 

difficult to 

define his Frend 

best position. __ 

Twelve times 

he has played at fly half for 
England, and 16 at full back. 
He would have been at centre, 
the position in which he made 
his reputation at Bath, against 
Australia but for the late 
withdrawal of Alex King, and 
today, after recovering from a 
second bout of concussion, he 
appears in his 29th interna¬ 
tional on the right wing. It will 
be the first time in h!$ career 
that he has played there. 

It is a gamble on the part of 
Give Woodward, the Eng¬ 
land coach, but one that fits 
his masterplan of ensuring 
that be has at his disposal in 
the World Cup a set of players 
who are equalty at home in a 
variety of positions behind the 
scrum. 

For Woodward there are no 
square pegs in round holes; it 
is all about playing the same 
systems. That is his basic tenet 
and be makes no apologies 
for using the Five Nations 
Championship to experiment; 
after all New Zealand are not 


C I do need to 
prove something 
after the 
French game’ 



England A turn season around 


By David Hands 

ENGLAND'S junior sides 
turned the events of this 
season on their heads against 
Ireland at Richmond yester¬ 
day. Having lost all four of 
their previous A internation¬ 
als. England found inspira¬ 
tion and scored six tries in 
their 40-30 victory, whereas 
England Under-21s, going for 
a grand slam, lost 9-7. 

Over the past six months. 
England A teams appear to 
have lost heart in the light of 
the emphasis the senior-team 
management has given to 
promotion directly from the 
under-21 squad. However, 
yesterday they defended an 
unbeaten record on home soil 
against the Irish with consid¬ 
erable elan, notably through 
their Richmond players. 

Craig Gillies, apart from 
scoring the fifth try, excelled 
at lock and Spencer Brown, 
who captained the team after 
the departure of Jenkins and 
Stimpson. suggested that he 


did not agree with Clive 
Woodward’s assessment of the 
present crop of specialist 
wings. 

Brown proved his defensive 
qualities against the New Zea¬ 
landers before Christmas and 
here provided much of the 
attacking momentum. He 
also opened the scoring when 
successfully pursuing 
Lewsey’s kick. 

Stum ham. playing No 8, 
charged through for a second 


try before the Irish resurgence 
began with two delightful 
tries, the first created by 
Everitt and scored by Mur¬ 
phy. who set up the second for 
McWeeney. The power of the 
forwards enabled England to 
extend their advantage, the 
hard-working Fidler support¬ 
ing a break by Mensah who 
then benefited from Dawson’s 
wayward pass to sprint 50 
metres to the line. 

But England could never 


A INTERNATIONAL DETAILS 


SCORERS: England A: Tries: Brown 
Omni, Stumham (12). Rtfer MS), Mensah 
(58). G«»s (64 i. limey (67). Corowalorw: 
SHmpson 2 Penalty goals: Simpson 2 (7. 
36). netandAiTrieenSixphy (29].McWeen- 
ey (33). Evert* (78) Conversions: Woods 3 
Penalty goals: Woods 3 <19. V}, 62). 
SCORING SEQUENCE (England A first) 
3-0. 8-0. 15-0. 15-3. 15-10. 15-17. 18-17 
IhaB-tfne). 25-17. 25-20. 30-20. 30-23. 
35-23. 40-23. *0-30 




ENGLAND A: T Stimpsa 

A King. Wasps. 75mkij. S Brawn_ 

mond). P Mensah (HartoquHw), 5 Ravene- 
craft (Saracens). □ Chapman (Richmond) 
J Lewsey (Bristol). P (Wards (London 
IrtsM. D Barnes (Nevcasife). P Greening 
(Gtouceder; rep- 0 Chutar. Saraoeno. 77). J 
Maflett (Bam. rap W Green, Wasps. 69). R 


FMer (Gtauoeas). C GKes (Richmond: 
rep'M Cornwell GkJUCflaer. 85), R Jenkins 
(Hariequw rap. A Bemad. Saracens. 63). 
R Hutton (Richmond, rep. M Aden, North¬ 
ampton. 7B). B Stumhem (Saracens) 
IRELAND A S McOoweC (BaHymma); j 
MdWeenay (Si Marys College: rep □ 
Crotty. Ganywren. 63). P Dutanan (Gatoch 
gang). M Uutdiy (Gahveateral. D 


(London Vtsh), B Jackman (Ckjcitart- rep M 
McDermott Shannon. 261. G Walsh 
(Garryowen). B Cusack (Bath). G Fulcher 
(L ondon Ins h^iy S Leahy Ganyowon. 76). 
I Rangers). K Dawson 

g^nywy^AFotey. Shannon. 65). D 

Referee: G Morarxfln (Italy). 


relax against spirited oppo¬ 
nents. Woods's goal-kicking 
kept Ireland in touch and 
Everitt danced through for 
their third try.- By then, 
though, Lewsey, in pursuit of 
his own chip, had given Eng¬ 
land enough breathing space. 

England's hopes of a trium¬ 
phant season at under-21 level 
withered in the face of a 
committed Irish forward ef¬ 
fort, led by Leo Cullen from 
No 8 and David Wallace. Far 
too frequently. England lost 
possession in attacking posit¬ 
ions. leaving a junior triple 
crown to Ireland. 

England may also have 
regretted ignoring two early 
chances to kick at goal, prefer¬ 
ring to establish attacking 
lineouts from which they 
failed to profit. Ireland pre¬ 
ferred the chance of points and 
took them through Ronan 
O’Gara’s three goals. En¬ 
gland’s only score came from 
a rolling maul when Pritchard 
stretched his way to the line, 
with Brown converting. 


RFU report finds fault with Britde 


CUFF BRITTLE came under fire from 
colleagues on the Rugby Football Union 
(RFU) council yesterday. A report by a 
small sub-committee suggested that Brit¬ 
tle's vision for the future, Rugby Restruc¬ 
ture 2000, was “an expression of a 
totalitarian management style ... that 
has hitherto not been visible to the whole 
game". 

Brittle, the chairman of the RFU 
management board, has spent the past 
three months taking his blueprint around 
the country in a consultative process. The 
sub-committee's report of his proposals 
will now be sent to all dubs for their 
consideration. 

The report acknowledges the need for 
the RFU to increase its revenue streams 
and adopt a stricter business approach, 
but argues that the same template cannot 
be applied to the playing and manage¬ 
ment sides of the game. Many of Brittle’s 


By David Hands 

primary suggestions are described as 
unworkable. 

The report criticises the proposed 
redefinition of the professional and ama¬ 
teur sides of the game and calls for a 
more co-operative attitude in working 
towards common objectives. "The open 
game should be encouraged to bed down, 
allowing clubs to find the level they are 
able to sustain." it says. “Potential 
England player development needs to 
have a high priority, with a negotiated but 
acceptable arrangement between dub 
and country." 

The report as a whole is likely to find 
favour with the leading dubs bur will 
further polarise a situation where RFU 
council members must dedde whether 
they support Brittle or not. Although he is 
nor named in the report. Brittle is accused 


of ignoring RFU successes. “There app¬ 
ears to be no approbation of the positive 
side of the economic equation such as the 
debenture renewals which, on conserva¬ 
tive estimates, will raise £45 million 
within seven years," the report says. It 
points out that the domestic and interna¬ 
tional structured season is missing from 
Brittle’s blueprint. 

“Not only does the author dismiss the 
traditional history of the union and the 
role of the president by not induding 
them, in addition the established demo¬ 
cratic process of election and manage¬ 
ment of the game is turned on its head," 
the report says. 

“T£e accountably ty-to-the-game clause 

can be interpreted as once a year at an 
annual meeting, with no other checks and 
balances on the activities of the board 
members nor provincial directors, save 
on that one occasion." 


scared to try things, so why 
not England? When Wood¬ 
ward joined Bath as coach 
last year, one of his first 
diktats was that it did not 
matter what number a player 
wore because he did not 
spend all his time on the field 
in that one position. If it all 
backfires, then Woodward 
can at least say that he tried. 

Catt remains philosophical 
about his experiences, his 
confidence In his ability not 
dented by the occasions that 
be has been labelled En¬ 
gland's fall guy. "I have the 
ability to read the game wdl 
enough so 1 can fit in. I do 
need to prove something after 
the French game: defensive 
needs are the only thing 
playing on my mind. Bm 
right wing is the easier side to 
defend I have worked with 
Jerry |Guscotl) before and we 
know each other pretty wefi," 
Catt said 

Andy Robinson, the Bath 
coach, is a paid-up supporter 

_ of the Catt 

fan dub, and 
ops] f n believes that 

the Port Eliz- 

uething abeth-born 

° player's in- 

fJlC nate football¬ 

ing skills will 
game’ 51311(1 him in 

®_ good stead. 

“He is an 
outstanding talent. Providing 
he keeps watching [Dennis) 
Hickie [his opponent today), 
he will be fine. He mustn’t get 
caught ball watching. He wfll 
be on the outside looking in. 
so to speak, and defensively, 
playing on the wing poses 
different demands." 

That said Robinson does 
not think, that Woodward 
would have been so bold had 
England been facing the All 
Blacks, rather than Ireland. 
He also has a sneaking suspi¬ 
cion that Woodward ap¬ 
proached Guscott with a view 
to playing on 'the wing but 
that those overtures would 
have been rebuffed 

"But I am fully supportive 
of what Clive is doing. Mike 
has die potential to be a 
world-class fly half or centre, a 
good international full bade 
as for wing we’ll have to see," 
Robinson said Once the first 
garryowen has rained down 
from the boot of Eric Elwood. 
perhaps we will. 


Bath expect 
Jenkins to 
join them 
next season 

By Mark Souster 

BATH are confident that Neil 
Jenkins will join them next 
season from Pontypridd in a 
three-year deal worth an esti¬ 
mated £500,000. The Wales fly 
half has long been linked with 
a move to the Recreation 
Ground and Andy Robinson, 
the Bath coach, said yesterday 
that, after protracted negotia¬ 
tions, Jenkins would be play¬ 
ing with them next season. 

“I am more than happy that 
Neil will be with us," Robin¬ 
son said adding that Jenkins 
would play at fly half, his 
favoured position. Jenkins, 
after playing at full back for 
the British Isles in South 
Africa last summer, recently 
told Kevin Bowring, the Wales 
coach, that he did not wish to 
be considered as an interna¬ 
tional full back after an 
uncomfortable match in that 
position against England. 

However. attempts to 
recruit Rob Howley, the Wales 
captain, have foundered It 
appears that the cost of buying 
out his contract with Cardiff is 
prohibitive. 

Jenkins, 26, will play his 
57th international for Wales 
against France at Wembley 
tomorrow. He is already 
Wales's leading points-scorer 
and second to Gavin Hastings 
m the list of Five Nations 
scorers. Jenkins will still be 
able to live in Wales, signifi¬ 
cant m his decision to switch 
clubs. Like leuan Evans, he 

will commute to Bath. 

Robinson wants to bolster 
nis threequarters and Jen- 
lans'S arrival will enable Bath 
? M ^ e Cat* m other roles, 

JJ Woodward continues 
to do with England. 
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Competitive Ireland not there to make up numbers 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGUO 



T oday’s game against Ireland 
represents England's b«t 
opportunity to play together 
Ociore our demanding visit to the 
southern hemisphere in June. It is 
important that we consolidate the 
improvements that we have been 
throughout the season 
with a victory, but also in a style to 
sustain us against the world's 
leading lights. 

That is not being disrespectful to 
Ireland, or any of our Five Nations 
Championship opponents, but, if 
w are going to be successful, we 
have to build more on to the 
domestic season so Car. Many of 
players have played interna’ 
tional rugby in the championship 
and have thoroughly enjoyed it, 
but if we do not set our sights 
higher, we will not move forward. 

Our sights are set cm the top and, 
if that means being ruthless along 


the way, so be it We have been 
ruthless with ourselves in selec¬ 
tion, in the hope of achieving long¬ 
term benefits to English rugby. 
That has not always been the 
English way in sqport, but it’s our 
way and no one should doubt that 

We know Ireland to be compe¬ 
tent, immensely passionate, lack¬ 
ing nothing in terms of enthusiasm 
and commitment They are also 
more skilful than many people 
give them credit for and 1 have 
seen parts of their game this 
season that have matched the best 
— remember their first 20 minutes 
against the AD Blacks in Dublin 
last November. 

Physically they win be up for the 
confrontation, but we will be ready 
for that looking forward to both 
the one-on-one and unit battles. 
We know we won’t have every¬ 
thing our way and that a stern 


defence.will be required, but we 
will enjoy that and. when we do 
have the bait we will by lo impose 
our game plan. 

Home advantage is beginning to 
mean something again: I hope 
we’re making Twickenham into 
something of a fortress and we 
value the support we are getting. 
We seem to have changed the 
perception of many supporters, 
though I appreciate that there will 
be a great expectancy after what 
happened in our last home game. 

But rugby is not an exact science. 
Anyone who thinks that, because 
we scored 60 points against Wales, 
who then went on to beat Ireland, 
there should be a huge scoreline 
today should think again. We have 
set no points objective, no particu¬ 
lar target but if we focus on the 
style we seek and to raise our team 
performance another notch from 


the past three games. I hope the 
points will come. 

Each game has thrown up new 
problems, and 1 like to think that 
we are solving them, as well as 
asking some questions ourselves. 
I'm very happy, as captain, with 
the changes made for today, even 
though some have found it strange 
to see Mike Catt on the wing. 

1 suggest that anyone who has 
seen how rugby has changed in the 
past three years wiU recognise that 
the criteria for wing play has 
altered immeasurably in that time. 
It helps to have pace — which 
Mike has; the emphasis, though, is 
not on pure speed but on 
footballing ability. Even in the 
southern hemisphere, a lot of ball 
is kicked through behind the 
defence and wings have to catch, 
retrieve, dear possession and 
know when to keep it infield. 


I think Mike's abilities suit the 
wing very welL He will fit into the 
proactive game we seek: historical¬ 
ly. games may have produced only 
one chance that had to be finished 
off. but we're looking at far more 
scoring opportunities now in a 
game that allows the strengths of 
every player to be expressed. 

I here has been criticism that 
England have chopped and 
changed this season, but 
that has been forced on the 
management by the schedule. I 
doubt if any previous England 
team has been faced with so 
demanding a domestic season and 
the injuries that has brought, but 
even so, it helps to find out now 
more about the players who will be 
needed in next year’s World Cup. 
Fifteen players won’t take us lo a 
World Cup final; we will need 26 in 


whom there is the utmost confi¬ 
dence that they can perform to the 
level required. 

On a personal note, I will go into 
the game today on the back of a 
good week. Wasps’ hand work has 
paid off by reaching the Tetley's 
Bitter Cup final, and my main 
hope now is that, having secured a 
place at Twickenham, the desire to 
be part of a cup-final team will 
motivate players to perform well in 
our remaining Allied Dunbar Pre¬ 
miership matches. 

The next day 1 went to Wembley 
with my father to watch Chelsea 
win the Coca-Cola Cup. That was a 
good afternoon and. though they 
slipped up against Vicenza on 
Thursday night the Blues can look 
forward to the home second leg. 
For now, though, it's the men in 
green who will be posing 
problems. 


France in mood 
to complete 
historic double 


By Mark Souster 


IN 1968. revolution was in the 
air. rioting students filled the 
streets of Paris and, almost as 
an aside. France won their 
first grand slam by beating 
Wales in Cardiff. The whiff of 
unrest now permeates the 
game of rugby itself and, 
according to some, the barbar¬ 
ians are once more at the 
gates. 

None of this will trouble the 
latest generation of French 
players who. tomorrow, 
should they once more beat 
Wales, this time at Wembley, 
will have achieved what no 
France side and only one other 
country — England — has 
done before: complete back-to- 
back grand slams. 

Considering the quality of. 
some of their predecessors, 
that would be a momentous 
feat. Whether this crop devel¬ 
ops into a vintage team re¬ 
mains to be seen, but with the 
World Cup around the comer, 
the omens are good, given that 
the average age is only 25. 
Although, only . Jean-luc 
Sadouxny,9f4heir.riumberwas 
even bom 30 years ago. there 
is a thread that links past with 
present in Jo Maso. 

As a player, Maso 
epitomised the spirit of the late 
1960s: as the manager of the 
present France side, he has 
helped to bring order to their 
often chaotic game without 
betraying its intrinsic values. 

“To achieve what nobody in 
France has done before would 
be fantastic and the realisation 
of the hard work of the 
coaches. Jean-CIaude Skrela 
and Pierre ViDepreux," Maso 
said. “ France had two wonder¬ 
ful performances this season 
against England and Scot¬ 
land. Our match against Ire¬ 
land was a one-off but we still 
managed to win and that’s 
what is important We have a 
young team trying to find its 


Five Nations 



Championship 



P w 

Franca.. 3 3 

England.3 

Wales.. 3 

Scotland.4 

Ireland . 3 

RESULTS: Fima 24! 

16 Scotland 17; 

Scotland 16 Franca 51; France 18 baknd 
IB, Wales IB Scotland 13; Ireland 21 Wales 
30; Scotland 20 England 34. 

TODAY: England v Ireland. 
TOMORROwflAtaiesv France 


style. The goal is to make 
history and we will be putting 
everything we've got into the 
match at Wembley. Everyone 
within the team is up for it” 
. % He.remembers., foal.. .,30 
years 'ago. there was little 
pressure on France, and that 
heavy rain in the build-up to 
the game nullified die effec¬ 
tiveness of a Wales back 
division that stood (to the cusp 
of greamess. The outcome was 
decided by the piano-shifters 
up front, which could well be 
the case tomorrow — a feet 
conceded by Rob Howky. the 
Wales captain, and foe player 
whom Maso fears roost. 

“For our front row. Sunday 
will be foe ultimate chall¬ 
enge," How ley said. “Our 
scrum was good against Scot¬ 
land and Ireland but this 
French front row is two levels 
up from that. The challenge is 
to compete on our own terms. 

“I don't want us to be in a 
position where we require a 
spectacular second-half 




WALES 

K A Morgan (Pontypridd) 
W T Proctor (Llanelli) 

N Boobyer (Uenafll) 

L B Dairies (Cardiff) 

G Thomas (Bridgend) 

N R Jenkins (Pontypridd) 

R Howley (Cardiff, captain) 
ALP Lewis (Cardiff) 

G R Jenkins (Swansea) 

D Young (Cardiff) 

M J Voyte (Llanelli) 

A P Moore (Swansea) 
r c Appteyard (Swansea) 
C L Cbarvts (Swansea) 

S Davies (Swansea) 


REPLACEMENTS: IB D James 
(Pontypridd). 17 B Hayward (Ebbw 
Vale). 18 P John (Pontypridd), 

19 K P Jones (EMm vale), 

20 W S Roy (Pontypridd), 

21 LMustoe (Cardiff). 

22 JM Humphreys (Cardiff) 


FRANCE 

15 J-L Sadourny (Cotom tars) 

P BemafrSaUos (Bau) 

C Lanodsoa (Brtve) 

12 S Glas (Bourgcrfn) 

11 XGarboJosa (Toulouse) 

T CastalgnMe (Newcastle) 
p Carbonoeau (Brtve) . 

C CsSitano (TotOouse) 

R tbaOez (Da*, captain) 

F Ibttraalra (Toulouse) 

O Brouzet(Begtas-BordeauK) 

F Potous (Toulouse) 

M LHmwnont (Slade Framfafe) 
OMagne (Brlue) 

T UdvrefBont (Perpignan) 

Refeme: P Marshal (Australia) ‘ 

REPLACEMENTS; 16 F GalthM 
(Cotomters), 17 D Aucagne (Pau), 
15 J-M Aue (Cashes), 13 P Benetton 
(Agen), 20 T Ctetta (Pau). 21C 
Soutette (B&tens), 

22 M dal Maso (Agon) 

TV: live on BBC2 from 250pm 
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fighfback for victory. We 
fought back against foe Scots 
and the Irish out, if we give 
France anything, they could 
be 40 points up by half-time." 

Wales have the encourage¬ 
ment of having beaten France 
in foe past two meetings in 
Cardiff and victory by a suffi¬ 
ciently wide margin, coupled 
with an Ireland success over 
England, could conceivably 
see Wales Caking foe 
championship. 

Thai is unlikely as the wide 
expanses of Wembley, which 
is again a 72,000 sell-out, 
would appear to favour 
France’s gifted runners, erne of 
whom, Philippe Bemal-Safles, 
would become -only foe fifth 
player in the history of the Five 
Nations to score in every game 
should he add to his tally of 
tries against England, Scot¬ 
land and Ireland. 

Wales, too, will be ham¬ 
pered by the absence of Allan 
Bateman whose daughter, Na¬ 
omi, 6. suddenly lost 80 per 
cent of her sight earlier this 
week. Tbe centre, wbo with¬ 
drew yesterday, has not 
trained and has been sleeping 
atthehospital where Naomi is 
being treated. 

Nail Boobyer, of Llanelli, 
comes in for his sixth cap with 
Dafydd James, of Pontypridd, 
moving onto the reptecenTents’ 
bench. It is significant, too, 
that Clive Griffiths has been 
drafted in to help with Wales’s 
defensive formations. 

Maso has been preaching 
the need for discipline among 
his players, imploring them 
not to be provoked by Wales, 
knowing that any indiscretion 
by some of his more volatile 
charges, such as Franck 
Toumaire. will be punished 
by the boot of Neil Jenkins. 

But, despite anything Jen¬ 
kins might achieve, it is diffi¬ 
cult to look beyond a victory 
for France, notwithstanding 
Howley 1 * assertion that it was 
time Wales “took a big scalp". 

Ibanez, his counterpart, 
should climb the steps to the 
Royal Box to claim foe trophy 
from Allan Hoste, the chair¬ 
man of the Five Nations 
Committee. Ironically, Ibanez 
would be retracing the route 
taken 50 years ago by Ken 
Jones, a double grand-slam 
winner with Wales. 

As a member of the Great 
Britain sprint relay team in 
1948, he collected an Olympic 
gold medal, only to lose it two 
days later when the United 
States, who had been disquali¬ 
fied, were reinstated on ap¬ 
peal- On this occasion, one 
cannot see France being de¬ 
nied the glittering prize. 

- Diary, page 22 


Magne made for modem game 


‘No one is quicker to dean up 
loose ball and drive it on’ 


DAVID ROGERS I AUSPOflT 


I t is a sunny rooming at 
Chateau Ricard, France's 
habitual retreat before a 
Five Nations Champion¬ 
ship match. A group of school¬ 
children gaze at foe French 
backs, skylarking around on 
the training field with Pierre 
ViDepreux, their coach — the 
hard work comes in the after¬ 
noon, behind closed doors. 

The grown-ups watch the 
forwards, without whom the 
backs cannot perform. Their 
work, at restarts and lineouts, 
is far from perfect bin they 
take it seriously. None more so 
than Olivier Magne. 

As Christophe Lamaison 
drops out the catcher shouts 
“Oui" No one shouts more 
definitively than Magne; no 
one is quicker to clear up loose 
ball, to drive it (to and make it 
available to the waiting Phi¬ 
lippe Carbonneau- 
Wben France beat Scotland 
51-17, 

Murrayfield 
must have 
been sick of 
the sight of 
Magne. The 
flank for¬ 
ward was 
here, there, 
everywhere, 
comfortable, 
with tbe ban 
in hand, with 
the cut-out 
pass, with the 
grub-kick 
ahead; the 
perfect expo¬ 
sition of a 
modern rug¬ 
by player. 

Which is 
what Magne, 

24, believes 
himself to be. 

There is a 
matter-of-factness about 
Magne that reminds ooe irre¬ 
sistibly of his England equiva¬ 
lent Nefl Back — though, at 
6ft 2in and nearly I5st he is 
somewhat bigger. The same 
sense of surprise that all¬ 
round skill should even be a 
debating point 
Yet he remains a relative 
newcomer to the France XV; 
the game against Wales to¬ 
morrow at Wembley will be 
his thirteenth cap. his first 
having come against Wales 
last season. In that brief time 
he has won a grand slam and 
has been discarded, the 
French selectors preferring 
Laurent Cabannes against 
South Africa last November 
though, in foe light of the 
results, Magne may not have 
been altogether unhappy to 
have missed that series. 

It was also a reflection of his 
initial form when he joined 
Brive, that the Heineken Cup 
holders, from Dax at the start 
of this season. Brive. having 
sold Gregory KacaJaTfoe huge 
Pole, to Cardiff, made Dax an 
offer for Magne. who relished 
the opportunity. “Brive are 


DAVID 

HANDS 



one of the four or five fully- 
professional dubs in France, 
where the players train every 
day,” he said. “Dax are only 
part-time, they are still 
amateur. 

T knew that, if I wanted to 
play international rugby. I 
would have to play rugby full¬ 
time." However, Brive per¬ 
ceived him as a one¬ 
dimensional player, good with 
the ball in hand, not strong 
enough in the tackle—another 
echo of Backs early relation¬ 
ship with England. He took 
nearly three months to settle 
into their pattern of play, 
which allowed foe France 
selectors to have one final look 
at the dashing Cabannes. 

This year, however, as 
France go for a back-to-back 
grand slam, Magne is the 
man. Cabannes may have cut 
more of a swagger but some¬ 
how you would not think of 
him putting 
boot to ball if 
it could possi¬ 
bly be avoid¬ 
ed; Magne 
regards that 
as merely (me 
more aspect 
of a profes¬ 
sional play¬ 
er’s stock-in- 
trade. Again 
like Back, he 
is a talented 
exponent of 
seven-a-side 
rugby, and 
played for 
France in foe 
World Cup 
Sevens in 
Hong Kong 
last year. 

One of four 
brothers who 
grew up on a 
form in the Auvergne, he 
gravitated to Aurillac rugby 
dub as a five year-old. Rugby 
is foe main sport in the town 
and the surrounding region 
and. though the young Magne 
enjoyed footbalL handball, 
athletics and skiing, rugby 
became the vehicle at which he 
could exceL 

At one time he played fly 
half, before moving into foe 
forwards. He was guided in 
his burgeoning career by 
Pierre Perez and, significantly. 
Victor Boffelli. foe Aurillac 
back-row forward who won 18 
caps between 1971 and 1975. 
However, the dub remained 
in foe second division, so while 
he worked his way through 
France’s junior representative 
teams, Magne, having ac¬ 
quired a business diploma, 
accepted the chance to play for 
Dax. 

Not only were they a first- 
division dub. they offered the 
chance of European rugby. 
"That helped me to interna¬ 
tional level." Magne said. 
“The Heineken Cup gives you 
matches against international 
opponents and, when the team 



Magne breaks through the Ireland defence during last month's international in Paris 


plays well, individuals put 
together a series of good 
performances which attract 
attention." 

His girlfriend is a sister of 
Richard Dourthe, foe Dax foil 
back, and of the wife of 
Raphael Ibanez, foe Dax and 
now France captain, but long¬ 
term relationships appear to 
be on hold as Magne cements 
his place in the national side. 
“Rugby takes up so much time 
that 1 would rather concen¬ 
trate on it now and wait for the 
responsibility that a wife and 
family brings," he said. "I 
would not want a part-time 
marriage. 

“For me rugby is no longer a 
game for this position or that 
position, outside the special 
demands of the lineout and the 
scrum. 1 will play in whatever 
style the team demands — 


that's the modern game and 
you have to accept it I don’t 
find it difficult adapting to 
other players." 

Magne makes fight not only 
of his own limited internation¬ 
al experience but that of the 
lifivremom brothers. Marc 
and Thomas, with whom he 
plays tomorrow. The back-row 
trio have also to support the 
running patterns of France’s 
talented fly half, Thomas 
Castaign&Je, and they have 
succeeded admirably so far. 

T heir first outing to¬ 
gether, if only for a 
brief period, came 
against England in 
February when Marc 
Ltevremont was a first-half 
replacement. That match 
came a week after Brive’s huge 
disappointment when they lost 


the Heineken Cup final to 
Bath and tbe Correze was 
plunged into mourning. 

“The international against 
England was another match, 
one that has a special place for 
Frenchmen," Magne said. “1 
was so proud to have won that 
match because we had been 
very worried beforehand — we 
were not sure where we were 
going after the heavy defeat by 
South Africa- 

“I am pan of a changing 
generation, which prepares in 
a way that other players of foe 
past may not have done." Last 
year, part of Magne's prepara¬ 
tions involved dyeing his hair 
blond for a bet; others have 
found that blond flankers 
catch the selectors' eye more 
readily. This year, he is back to 
normal: maybe that is a sign 
that Magne has arrived. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Events at Barnsley last weekend revived many bleak memories of the bad old days of English football. 
Mark Hodkinson, in the stand, and Steve McManaman, on the pitch, offer contrasting perspectives 


Harshest 
lessons 
in the game 
of life 


T he prophecy is often 
uttered at football 
grounds. It is, of 
course, a euphemism. 
“There’s going to be a riot 
here." they say. whenever the 
passion borders on hostility. 

At Oakwell last Saturday 
the euphemism was a truism. 
Gary Willard, the referee in 
charge of Barnsley’s match 
against Liverpool, seemed to 
be a man tired of the banality 
of life, a man with an outland¬ 
ish death wish. 

In a game with nothing 
above the normal level of 
irascibility, he sent off three 
Barnsley players. If the reason 
for the dismissals was vague, 
there was noth¬ 
ing unequivocal 
about the actual 
procedure of 
sending them 
from the field. 

The cards were 
held up defiant¬ 
ly. victoriously 
almost as if he 
was holding 
aloft a flag; a 
unique flag rep¬ 
resenting a na¬ 
tion of one. The 
body language 
was all wrong. 

There was no 
“sorry, son. had 
to do it", apolo¬ 
getic smile, or a 
shrug of the 
shoulders. It 
was showy, 
bloody-minded sternness, 
more of a “get off my pitch, 
you insolent fool". 

Willard chose precisely the 
wrong place to stage his three- 
card trick. Barnsley does not 
suffer fools and it has a 
historical mistrust of author¬ 
ity. While, like most dubs, 
Barnsley has undergone what 
sociologists call “embour- 
goisement”—you know, servi¬ 
ettes supplied with the pies, 
toilets that flush, fans that 
applaud David Seaman 
because he is the England 
goalkeeper, etc — there re¬ 
mains a mass of support based 
on fierce parochialism. 

They are ex-miners, and 
sons of ex-miners, once the 
aristocracy of the working 
dass. now left with too much 
dme on their hands to ponder 
Barnsley's next match. Back in 



the 1970s. they saw through 
the smoke and mirrors and 
detected that the National 
Coal Board had a secret 
agenda. They were patronised, 
told that too much time under¬ 
ground had made them over- 
fond of baseless conspiracy 
theories. In the 1980s the pits 
duly dosed and their frustra¬ 
tion was played out against 
fines of policemen. 

The resentment, institution¬ 
alised now, still exists in 
Barnsley. The football dub 
has become a focus for region¬ 
al pride and naked passion; a 
rwo fingered wave back to a 
country that they believe has 
consigned them to afternoon 
television and 
twice-weekly 
trips to the job 
dub. 

Their nemesis 
arrived last 
weekend in the 
shape of a di¬ 
vorced father-of- 
two dvil servant 
with a Saturday 
job as a football 
referee. There 
are "honest" 
fouls in football 
— a dip of the 
heel, a shift of 
weight to slow 
up an oppo¬ 
nent’s run — 
and there are 
dishonest ones, 
too. Willard per¬ 
mitted the cyni¬ 
cal. the puerile and the snide 
but gleefully punished the 
trivial. After this injustice had 
been reinforced beyond the 
point of tolerance, ill-feeling 
spread through Oakwell like a 
malignant Mexican wave. The 
tension was more sinister and 
ugly than portrayed through¬ 
out this week. The death of a 
Fulham supporter and the 
various outbreaks of sports- 
related violence provided a 
cover for Barnsley. 

Willard was attacked from 
all angles and the game was 
eclipsed by another sick sport 
as police, stewards and play¬ 
ers intercepted various beer- 
bellies on legs hurtling 
towards a seemingly impervi¬ 
ous figure. Make no mistake, 
their plan was to do him 
serious harm and. without 
overplaying the drama, for a 



Fjortoft apprehends one of the irate fans desperate to get their hands on Willard, whose red-card technique only served to heighten the mounting anger. Photographs; Ian Hodgson 


good while it looked as if the 
mob held the upper hand and 
we were to see Willard set 
upon. 

The bravery of the players. 
Fjortoft Ince and Redfeam in 
particular, was commendable. 
The Bams ley supporters who 
applauded the pitch invaders, 
however, deserved nothing 
but contempt In the streets 

around Oak- _ 

well they 
screamed into 
television cam¬ 
eras that their 
dub was being 
persecuted; 

Willard was a 
vindictive 
agent of the FA 
Carling Pre¬ 
miership that _____ 
wanted to rele¬ 
gate Barnsley and maintain its 
dosed shop of bigdty dubs. 

Their anger is understand¬ 
able, even if their argument is 
specious. Barnsley have been 
good business for the Premier 
League. Their stirring battles 
with football's elite have made 
absorbing theatre. The fight 
against relegation has been a 
Rocky film transmuted to foot- 


The football dub 
has become 
a focus for 
regional 
pride and 
naked passion’ 


ball; at one point they are 
flailing and helpless, then a 
string of wins, a spring in their 
step and hope is renewed. 
Also, the Premier League 
would not be so gauche as to 
send Willard as the angel of 
death; it would, if it was driven 
by malevolence, draw die 
breath from die club surrepti¬ 
tiously without recourse to 

_ melodrama. 

The combi¬ 
nation of an 
abysmal refer¬ 
eeing display 
and a tempes¬ 
tuous Oakwell 
crowd was 
pretty much 
unique 
should 
viewed 
such. A 


Mad moments that must 
not obscure real picture 


Fi 


Half-pay Falkirk go 
for compensation 


TROPHIES can be put to 
unconventional use and Fal¬ 
kirk are employing the 
Tennents Scottish Cup as a 
collection can. With the dub 
£1.5 million in debt and in 
the hands of the liquidators, 
the contribution from their 
appearance against Heart of 
Midlothian in the semi-final 
at Ibrox this afternoon will 
be gratefully appredated. 

The donation they seek 
most of all. however, is the 
proceeds from the final, 
where they would play either 
Celtic or Rangers, who meet 
at Celtic Park tomorrow. 
Given Falkirk’s presence in 
the Bell’s Scottish League 
first division, it might 
appear presumptuous of 
Alex Totten's side to consider 
themselves capable of defeat¬ 
ing Hearts. 

A year ago, however, Fal¬ 
kirk overcame Celtic to reach 
the Scottish Cup final where 
they lost to Kilmarnock. If 
one overlooks the small mat¬ 
ter of bankruptcy, little has 
changed at the Brockville 
dub over the past 12 months. 
The composition of the 
squad has altered only 
slightly and the side does not 
appear paralysed by gloom. 

The players, who have 
been forced to accept a 50 per 
cent cut in wages for the time 
being, might have been poi¬ 
soned by self pity by now 
were it not for the exhilara¬ 
tion. sympathy and attention 
that progress in the Scottish 
Cup has brought them. In 
the quarter-EnaJ, at Brock¬ 
ville, there was gusto in the 
3-0 win over St Johnstone. 

None the less, today's tie is 
liable to bring confirmation 
that Hearts are no longer the 
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Scottish 

commentary 

skittish dub that assembled 
a long sequence of sem-finaJ 
embarrassments. Jim 
Jefferies, their manager, was 
previously in charge of Fal¬ 
kirk and took with him from 
Brockville such players as 
Steve Fulton and David 
Weir. 

They retain a fondness for 
their old chib, but they have 
also dimbed higher and 
empathy should not be 
enough to take them back to 
the same level as the first 
division side. 

As ever, it is the meeting of 
the Old Firm that presents 
the imponderables, with the 
element of uncertainty fur¬ 
ther enlarged by recent 
events. In die premier divi¬ 
sion. Rangers have at last 
found acceptable form, with 
Ally McCoist’s interventions 
ensuring that the quest for a 
victory need no longer be so 
protracted or so susceptible 
to disappointment The for¬ 
ward, 35, who yesterday 
received the Bell's player-of- 
the-month award for April, 
has scored six goals in his 
past five games. 

These statistics should be 
treated with caution- The 
goals in the league have 


come against Motherwell, 
Dunfermline Athletic and 
Hibernian, who are, respec¬ 
tively, seventh, ninth and 
tenth. In the cup. McCoist 
scored twice against 
Dundee, the leaders of the 
first division. Although he 
cannot be held accountable 
for the quality of Rangers' 
opponents, he has still to 
demonstrate that his powers 
are folly restored. 

Celtic, too. have a great 
deal to prove. The players 
have been given three days 
off this week in an attempt to 
restore freshness. The rig¬ 
ours of the season explain 
tiredness, but tension has 
played its part in robbing 
Celtic of precision during 
recent draws with Dundee 
United and Hearts. The 
chance to win the treble 
exists, but that possibility 
also creates strains. 

Such pressures are a new 
experience to a rebuilt team 
composed, generally, of 
signings who have not 
known extravagant success. 
Wim Jansen's side continues 
to look as steely as ever in 
defence, but in the midst of 
all the uproar and unease of 
the Old Firm tie it will have 
to recover panache in attack. 
Celtic have scored only Mo 
goals in the past three 
matches and neither of them 
was supplied by a forward. 

Practical considerations 
trouble both managers. 
Sfephane Mahe. of Celtic, 
will miss the rest of the 
season while Jackie McNa¬ 
mara's ankle injury and 
Paul Lambert’s influenza are 
causing concern. Rangers 
may well be without Sergio 
Porrrni and Andy Goram. 


and 
be 
as 
return 

to perimeter fences, a deduc¬ 
tion of points or a hefty fine is 
an arbitrary punishment, 
hurting the majority for the 
few. Barnsley is what Barnsley 
is. If the goading is relentless 
and considered unfair, it will 
retaliate. The dub can bring 
Premiership football to the 
town but it cannot instantly 
bring a saintliness and civility 
to the part of its community 
that seeks out martyrdom. 

This is not to condone or 
canvass a metaphorical shrug 
of the shoulders, but a simple 
fact. All those that have this 
week lamented and squealed 
surprise that thuggery still 
exists within football are fool¬ 
ish. Hate, compassion and 
love are part of the human 
condition and sport is merely a 
reflection of life. 

Our best hope is that the 
balance Ms most frequently 
on the side of compassion and 
love, and violent afternoons at 
Oakwell are rare; very rare. 

Mark Hodkinson 


Ians running on to the 
pitch is never a comfort¬ 
able experience for a 
player, but when the fan looks 
about ltist. is built like a brick 
outhouse and heading 
straight for you... now that is 
uncomfortable. But thafs the 
position I found myself in at 
Barnsley last Satuiday and I 
did the decent thing — I got 
out of the way. There were a 
few tilings going through my 
mind. 

The first was whether he 
was coming after me. I 
thought not because be didn’t 
have any reason other than 
that I was a member of the 
opposition and he dearly 
haled the referee more after 
Barnsley’s second player had 
been dimissed. 

The second thought was 
whether I should stop him. If 
he had been 34st and 6 years 
old. I might have considered 
it But as he was not a midget, 
it was a case of getting out of 
the way and letting someone 
with a bit of meat on them get 
him. 

I coukl see that he was 
heading for the referee, but I 
could also see that there were 
plenty of stewards ready to 
catch him before he could 
reach Mr Willard. 

In those circumstances, 1 
wasn't about to start doing 
other people’s jobs for them. 
Gordon Taylor, our Profes¬ 
sional Footballers' Associ¬ 
ation boss, has since said that 
players must not get involved 


with fans 
and be has a 
point—espe¬ 
cially when 
they are bi g¬ 
ger thanydu. 

As it hap¬ 
pens, Jan 
Aage Fjortoft 
jumped on 
the pitch in¬ 
vader and 
stepped him. 

Fair play, but 
then Jan 
Aage is big¬ 
ger than me. 

Later in the 
game Paul 
Ince did the 
same thing, with a rugby 
tackle on another supporter. 

What you don’t want is for a 
player to get injured when he 
gets involved with a support¬ 
er. It’s a fine balance between 
doing the right thing, which 
Incey clearly thought he was, 
and letting other people do the 
jobs that they are paid for. 

The Barnsley stewards did 
a decent job. People did get on 
to the pitch, but they were 
never going to do any harm 
because there were plenty of 
stewards around. It was still a 
mad game, though. There are 
serious implications when 
supporters run on to the pitch 
and it doesn't do English 
football any good when the 
pictures we saw on Saturday 
are beamed around the world. 

in saying that, it was just a 
mad March day and it is not a 
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growing 
trend. It was 
hot and there 
was tension; 
their sup¬ 
porters were 
bound to be 
uptight and 
when they 
had three 
players sent 
off it was 
likely to be 
fraught 
I managed 
to get some 
of toe blame 
for the pitch 
invasions 
along with 
the referee. When I scored the 
winning goal in toe final 
minute, some of our support¬ 
ers ran on to the pitch and 
celebrated by mobbing me. I 
was blamed for inciting them 
with my celebration. 

I resent that For a start I 
did not leave the field of play, 
i didn't jump into toe crowd; 
they just dived over and 
dragged me off. Secondly, 
there was no malice in my 
celebration. There were a few 
seconds left, I had scored the 
winning goal and I was 
relieved because we had let a 
side with nine men come back 
into toe game. Any player 
would have celebrated that 
Our supporters had 
watched the Barnsley fans 
come on when they had 
equalised with ten men and it 
was infectious; they copied toe 


opposing fans. It was just a 
celebration, nothing more 
sinister. 

In truth, my celebration was 
probably coloured by things. 
• that had occurred during the 
; match. It was a niggly game 
and there was plenty of off- 
the-ball stuff. Barnsley were 
committed; they don't want lo 
go down and so they fought 
hard. We needed to win to 
keep our title hopes alive 

As for the referee l honestly 
think he made the right 
decisions. Under the rules of 
the game he had no choice 
but to show toe red card for 
the first offence The third 
dismissal in the final minutes 
was also justified. 

As for the middle red card, 
lots of people have said that 
Alan Hansen's comments on 
Match of the Day were mis¬ 
guided. He said that it wasn't 
a sending-off because Mich¬ 
ael Owen is too small. Had he 
been bigger, the Barnsley 
defender would have 
smacked him in the chest and 
not the face. What a ridiculous 
statemenL 

The only mistake Mr Wil¬ 
lard made was to create 
confusion when he walked off 
toe pitch. Apparently, he was 
told to go by a steward, but he 
didn’t tell anyone what was 
happening. We wandered 
around for a while and began 
to think that toe game had 
been abandoned. It would 
have been a fittingly mad end 
to a mad afternoon. 


Owen favourite to 
clinch rare double 


NAMING the only player to 
lift the Professional Football¬ 
ers’ Association Player of the 
Year and Young Player 
awards in the same season is a 
trivia question to fox even the 
most dedicated of football 
buffs (Matt Dickinson writes}. 
The answer is Andy Gray, of 
Aston Villa, in 1977. 

It is a remarkable feat, but 
one that could be repeated 
tomorrow night fry Michael 
Owen, the Liverpool prodigy. 
Before this season, the IS year- 
old had started just one league 
game. A matter of months and 
19 senior goals later, he seems 
certain to travel to the World 
Cup in France this summer. 

John Hartson, the West 
Ham United striker, is also 
nominated in both categories, 
but Owen will be odds-on 
favourite for the Young Player 
award, which is sponsored by 
The Times. 

The unusual Lack of an 
outstanding candidate for the 
senior award, won by Alan 
Shearer last year, will have 
increased his hopes of a rare 
double. Dennis Bergkamp 
will be most people’s favourite 
because of his breathtaking 


form before Christmas, and 
the early voting deadline is 
likely to have helped his cause. 
The Arsenal and Holland 
striker is enduring a three- 
match suspension for elbow¬ 
ing Steve Lomas, the West 
Ham midfield player, in the 
face, but the flash of temper 
came after the dosing date to 
spare him condemnation by 
poll from his fellow pros. 

Manchester United provide 
two nominees but surprising¬ 
ly. not Peter Schmeichel nor 
Ryan Giggs. Andy Cole and 
David Beckham are the club's 
chosen pair. Paul Scholes 
may also feel that he deserves 
to be among the senior players 
rather than the under-23s. 

Dion Dublin completes the 
senior list while Darren 
Huckerby, his attacking ac¬ 
complice at Coventry City, is a 
deserved nomination for the 


Young Player award. 

NOMINEES: Player o* me year. David 
Beckham. Andy Goto (both Manchester 
United). Dun Dubki (County CM. Join 
Hartson (west Ham United). Dennis 
Bergkamp (Arsenal). Mtchaal Owen 
(LMipoofl Young player at the year: 
Mutant Oman (U/erpod). John Kancan 
Ham Unted). Damsi H<jefcgrty 
i Ho Ferd i nand (Web Ham 



Beck on verge of leaving 


By Matt Dickinson 

AN OVERSEAS international 
throwing a tantrum? It could 
only be Middlesbrough, 
where Mikkel Beck, the club's 
Denmark international, has 
threatened to leave because he 
has been relegated to the 
substitutes' bench. 

.Bryan Robson, the manag¬ 
er, is unlikely to be too 
concerned, given that he has 
signed three strikers—Hamil¬ 
ton Ricard. Alun Armstrong 
and Marco Branca — in the 
past two months, and it seems 
certain that Beck will leave 
Riverside Stadium this 
summer. 

Beck, however, fears that 
will not .be soon enough to 
rescue his chances of joining 
the Denmark squad for the 
World Cup in France in June. 
The 24 year-old. who started 
the season as first-choice for¬ 
ward and has scored 15 goals, 
said: “I was not happy about 
being left on the bench again 
for toe Coca-Cola Cup final 
against Chelsea, There, was 
not a lot I could do when I. 
came on because we were 
already 1-0 down. 

“It’s very frustrating forme. 

I thought this would be my 
season. I was pleased with my 



play and my scoring. Bur now 
I'm not happy at all. I want to 
play and I knew I am good 
enough. 

“I'll have to see what hap¬ 
pens in the next couple of 
weeks. It can’t go on like this. 
If I don't play for Middles¬ 
brough, I’m not good enough 
to play for Denmark." 

While Beck seems certain 
not to figure at West Brom¬ 
wich Albion today in the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion fixture, PaulGascoigneis 
likely to start his first game 
since moving to toe North- 
East from Rangers. Gas¬ 
coigne’s team-mates claim 
that he has been superb in 
training this week. 

Middlesbrough cannot aff¬ 
ord to lose any ground to the 
fop two sides in the division, 
although it will be some relief 
to them that their promotion 
rivals also face tricky games. 

Nottingham Forest, toe 
leaders, entertain Ipswich 


Town whose manager.. 
George Burley, has guided his 
team to five successive wins in 
a 16-match unbeaten run. 
Second-placed Sunderland. • 
one point ahead of Middles¬ 
brough. must travel to 
Tranmere Rovers. 

At toe other end of the table. 
Martin Gregory, the Ports¬ 
mouth chairman, has aban-. 
doned plans to sell the Fratton 
Park dub to Vince Wolanin, 
an American property devel¬ 
oper, and announced that he 
will invest £10 million himself. • 

Gregory, who wrested con¬ 
trol of Portsmouth from Terry 
Venables in January, has re¬ 
vealed plans to buy land 
adjacent to Fratton Park to • 
budd a new 30.000 all-seaier 
stadium. 

He has now pulled out of 
negotiations with Wolanin 
and Brian Howe, the rock" 
star who wanted to invest E90 
million to transform Ports¬ 
mouth into an American-style, 
sports club. 

“Their offers have no credi- 
bibty and I've told them 1 donl. 
want Jo hear from them 
apin, Gregory said. He new 
plfots to work with Rob Hill, a • 
British ,P r °perty developer, to. 


















the times Saturday April 4199s 






FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


SPORT 37 


Filling his boots in a great tradition 



How a determined captain has 
begun to revive the glory days 
for the FA Cup semi-finalists 


THE plaque on the door says it is a 
boot room. It does not look much 
like a boot room. There is shag-pile 
carpet on the floor and a conference 
table over by the wall surrounded 
by regal, high-backed chairs. Out¬ 
side, some men in suits carrying 
either folders or briefcases' are 
waiting to go in for a meeting. 

The only concessions to football 
are some frames on the wall. One 
contains a picture of Billy Wright 
leading the England team out at 
Wembley against Scotland on April 
11. 1959, the occasion of his hun¬ 
dredth cap. Next to that frame, 
there are others that hold some of 
the many EngJand shirts he wore. 
They look small and dowdy but 
wonderfully simple compared with 
today’s screaming designs. 

This is Billy's Boot Room, one of 
the many tributes to the great man 
at modern-day Molineux. Outside, 
on the stadium forecourt, there is a 
statue of the centre half in action. 
One of the stands is named after 
him. Inside, the man who plays in 
his position for Wolverhampton 
Wanderers smiles wryly. “There is 
a legend at every turn at this dub," 
Keith Curie said. 

And then there 
is a knock on the 
door. A face with 11 

familiar, neat. 0 88 Ij 

tight features app- ■■■ 

ears round the » m jgm 

comer. He scored g|H| 81 

a goal with that pf^SS H I 

face once in the || R ^ 

Seventies. J re- _ J** 

member it from 
Match of the Day ' 

in black and 
white. A free kick 
hit him on it, 
wrong-footed the 
goalkeeper and 

the ball rolled in. ^K*9tek:< 

He wants to start '■***?: 

“We’d better not fe 

upset the MD." iii rffwS 

Curie said. It is 
John Richards. 

Villa Park, Curie 
and his Wolverhampton Wander¬ 
ers team will try to take the first 
great step towards shaking off 
some of the historical baggage that . 
seems to have grown heavier and 
heavier on their shoulders as their 
attempts to rid themselves of the 
label of mediocrity that goes with 
being a fallen giant in the Nation¬ 
wide League first division have 
ended in failure. 

If they beat Arsenal, a team who 
have translated their past victories 
into present pre-eminence, they 
will become the first Wolves side 
since I960 to appear in an FA Cup 
Final. By then, the Premiership 
may have eluded them for another 
season but an appearance at Wem¬ 
bley would do much to assuage the 
growing frustrations of their own¬ 
er, Sir Jack Hayward. 

Curie, the Wolves captain, the 
man who swears he has not 
allowed any thoughts of lifting the 
Cup to sneak even into the back of 
his mind, knows ail about playing 
for fallen giants. He spent five 
years trying to restore Manchester 
City to former glories before the 
arrempr ended in the rude shock of 
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relegation. He knows there are 
similarities between thecjubs. 

“When you talk to any Wolver¬ 
hampton supporters," he said, “the 
names of the past eras here trip off - 
their tongue. It was the same at 
Man City. Bell, Lee, Summer bee; I 
would not say you get it rammed 
down your throat, but you are 
made aware of it and I fully 
appreciate that. Within every foot¬ 
ball dub. there has to be room for 
past greats. 

“Here, it is like something you 
cannot hope to emulate or anything 
like that because it is absolutely 
magnificent and it is pan of the 
foundation of this football dub. But 
there is also a pan to be played by 
the present-day footballers. In the 
players’ lounge, it has always been 
pictures of yesteryear and shirts 
that had been donated by ex¬ 
players and everything like that 
and that is all being changed. 

“There are going to be pictures of 
the present football team and the 
present squad. If you get in the 
fira-team squad, you get your 
picture on the wall in the players' 
lounge. Our lounge today is for the 
players of today. There is a place 

_ for the history of 

the dub but it is 
IPn hot in the players’ 

■ PH lounge. Thai is 

m going to upset a 

I B MB few people.” 

■ ■ Curie knows, of 

II H course, that the 

fcp | best way of tum- 

ing the dub’s heri¬ 
tage into a 

a glorious accoutre¬ 

ment rather than 
a hulking mill¬ 
stone is to put the 
first division in 
the past That is 
why he played on 
when he tweaked 
a hamstring 
against Ports¬ 
mouth last week 
and put his place 
in the match to¬ 
morrow in 
jeopardy. 

He felt the hamstring go, but this 
player whose commitment to the 
cause has sometimes been ques¬ 
tioned by Ids critics played on 
anyway. Wolves were dinging on 
to a 1-0 lead at the time and, with 
their hopes of the play-offs hanging 
by a thread, he knew that three 
points were essential to keep the 
dream alive. Because of his selfless¬ 
ness last Sunday, he only has a 
50-50 chance of bring in the Wolves 
line-up tomorrow. 

“If we had been 2-0 up I would 
have come straight off," he said, 
“not a problem. I was thinking 
about the serai-final, but once we 
get involved in a game 1 have to win 
that game. I know that we have got 
seven games left now in the league 
and we have to win all seven. 1 
knew that I could get through the 
game and I was just praying that I 
did not make it any worse. 

“It is, probably going to be the 
last chance 1 am going to get of 
playing in an FA Cup Final. The 
dosest I got was when I arrived at 
Wimbledon the year after they won 
it I still get a lot of people who 
thought that I played. A lot of them 
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Curie and his present-day squad are attempting to emerge from the shadow of the Wolverhampton Wanderers legends. Photograph: Hugh Routfedge 


seem to think I was Terry Phelan. 1 
have not even thought about lifting 
the Cup. even when I saw little 
Dennis [Wise] at Wembley with the 
Coca-Cola Cup on Sunday. You 
cant allow yourself to do it. The 
disappointment if you get bear 
shocking. 

“But the league is still the most 
important thing. I do not want to 
spend another year in the first 
division. If you get to the Cup Final 
and win die Cup, then looking bade 
on it it would be a consolation. But 
if you get beat in the semi-finals 
and you end up missing out on the 
play-offs, then for me personally it 
is another year wasted because I 
am still playing first-division foot¬ 
ball, which I don’t want" 


Curie. 34, a forthright man, 
articulate and amicable with a 
reputation for enjoying a wind-up, 
deserves his chance of a day in the 
sun. He had a big-money move 
when City paid £2J> milllion for 


He began his career in the lower 
leagues, flitting between Bristol 
Rovers, Torquay United and Bris¬ 
tol City. He was once sold because 
Maroo Gabbiadini outsprinted 
him when Curie was in the midst of 


everybody knew he was going to be 
a footballer, didn't have to work 
hard, relied on natural talent’ and 
everything like that, that is the 
exact opposite to me. I have not had 
it tough but I was brought up by 


‘If he leads Wolves to Wembley for the first time in nearly 40 years, 
in one way he will have done justice to the memory of Billy Wright’ 


him in 1991 and he has won three 
England caps, but he has worked 
long and hard for the success that 
has taken him from a flat above a 
supermarket in Bristol to a house 
in a Cheshire village with electron¬ 
ic gates and sleek cars in the drive. 


his first game back from injury. 
The second time he was trans¬ 
ferred, his value had shot up — 
from £5,000 to £10.000. 

“If people said ‘typical silver- 
spoon footballer, guaranteed to 
make it, always had everything. 


my mum, single parent three kids, 
she was the manageress at a 
supermarket and that was it 
“I only ever had one new pair of 
football boots. All the others were 
hand-me-downs. I played for the 
local team. We had to move 


because my mum got another job, I 
played for my village team, 
couldn’t get in the village football 
team so I had to be sub. 

“Then I went to the local school 
and there were seven of us affiliat¬ 
ed to local clubs. Out of the seven, I 
was the last one expected to get on. 
But I was the only one who made 
it." 

Tomorrow, he can begin to end 
the process of making good. “We 
have got absolutely nothing to 
lose," he said. They may never 
erect statues of him outside 
Molineux. but if Curie leads 
Wolves on to Wembley for the first 
time in nearly 40 years, in one way, 
at least, he will have done justice to 
the memory of Billy WrighL 


Todd faces 
FA over 
outburst 

COLIN TODD, the Bolton 
Wanderers manager, looks 
certain to be ordered before 
the Football Association (FA) 
after criticising Premiership 
referees yesterday. 

Todd, whose struggling side 
has one of the worst disciplin¬ 
ary records in the Premiership 
this season, with five players 
sent off in league games, said 
that many leading referees are 
not being fair and honest 

“There has been a lot said 
about referees by different 
managers,"he said. “I’ve been 
very 'patient because we, 
throughout the season, have 
had a lot of derisions go 
against us. We have a difficult 
job as managers and obvious¬ 
ly referees have. But they have 
got to be fair and they have got 
to be honest and I don’t think 
a lot of them are at this 
moment in time." 

Steve Double, the FA 
spokesman, said: To accuse 
Premiership referees of dis¬ 
honesty is an extremely seri¬ 
ous allegation." 

Tim Flowers, the England 
and Blackburn Rovers goal¬ 
keeper, is still in doubt for the 
World Cup finals because of a 
shoulder injury. He went into 
hospital yesterday for an ex¬ 
ploratory operation. 

Should further hospital at¬ 
tention be needed, Flowers 
could miss the remainder of 
the season, putting his World 
Cup hopes at risk. However, 
Blackburn are hopeful that 
keyhole surgery will solve the 
problem. 


Saunders sees hope in 
Newcastle’s frailties 


AS A Wales international of 
experience and repute. Dean 
Saunders, 33, knows all about 
life as the underdog. Some¬ 
times the odds are overturned, 
but more often the favourite 
triumphs. Football has a natu¬ 
ral order that goes undis¬ 
turbed more often than 
romantics would wish. 

Tomorrow, however, comes 
a fixture that has “possible 
upset" branded upon it. 
Newcastle Lfriited’s slump in 
results and internal travails 
make the prospect of Sheffield 
United winning the FA Cup 
semi-final at Old Trafford far 
stronger than their Nation¬ 
wide League division one sta¬ 
tus suggests. Surprise? Yes. of 
course. But significant shock? 
Certainly not 

Saunders said: “You could 
say that Newcastle have such 
good players they are bound to 
come good sooner rather than 
later, or that their name is on 
the Cup because they have 
had a relatively easy draw 

"On the other hand... they 
have had a lot of turmoil and 
their form is perhaps the 
worst of any team m the 
Premiership. I think we have a 
«ood chance. We have some 
big. strong players here, some 
honest lads, and we can match 
them for effort. Stevenage 
Borough showed if you put 
pressure on them you can get 
a lucky break." 

The one unknown tor bnei- 
field is their response to the 
occasion. Most of the players 
will never have appeared in a 


By Richard Hobson 

game of such magnitude. 
Saunders remembers how 
Rob Jones seized up with 
cramp in both legs 20 minutes 
from the end of a semi-final 
between Liverpool and Ports¬ 
mouth six years ago. It be¬ 
came apparent that the 
problem stemmed from 
nerves — and Janes was an 
England international. 

Liverpool went on to beat 
Sunderland in the final and 
provide Saunders with his 
only FA Cup medal. He subse¬ 
quently left for Aston Villa and 
then joined Galatasaray. help¬ 
ing them to win the Turkish 
Cup two years ago. Life away 
from football in Turkey, how¬ 
ever, he found somewhat 
harder to comprehend- An 
initiation ceremony, conduct¬ 
ed by supporters, saw him 



Saunders weQ travelled 


annointed with the blood of a 
freshly-slaughtered sheep. 

“The idea was that it 
brought the team luck," 
Saunders recalled. “Some of 
the sheep would be grazing on 
the pitch beforehand. 1 used to 
look at them and think ’eat as 
much as you can. you haven’t 
got long’." 

What prompted him to re¬ 
turn was the poor health of his 
asthmatic daughter. Louise, 
who was taken to hospital on 
three separate occasions 
because of the effects of traffic 
fumes and smog. 

Yet the move to Nottingham 
Forest brought little happi¬ 
ness, either. The dub, em¬ 
broiled in a takeover saga, 
suffered relegation last season 
and he lost his place at the 
start of the new campaign. 
Those final months at the City 
Ground were his unhappiest 
in football, and it says much 
for the way that he fell from 
grace under Dave Bassen that 
Forest allowed him to leave on 
a free transfer just three 
months after rejecting a 
£500,000 bid from Everton. 

Now, though, having recov¬ 
ered from a hamstring injury 
that kept him out for a month, 
his faith in the game is 
restored. “It has been a great 
turnaround,” Saunders said. 
“To be honest, 1 expected us to , 
be higher up the table than 
sixth, but certainly not to be in 
the Cup at this stage. It is a 
great opportunity to get to 
Wembley and, at my age, it 
might be the last chance." 


Newcastle fertile Cup? Historical precedent is 
certainly no aid, Richard Whitehead writes. ^ 

WHISPER it around fans of their 
nearest neighbours, but an FA Cup victory for M 

Newcastle United, Sheffield United or / 

Wolverhampton Wanderers at Wembley on May it-- / 

16 wauld provide regional aid for what in football M 
terms, are deprived areas. fW 

The postwar FA Cup records of the North East. W 
West Midlands and Yorkshire are lamentable, m 
but the geographical split of this year's last jm 
four has given those neglected areas a 
chance to catch up a little with the high rollers ■ 
of London, the North West and Merseyside. IT JjESg 
North East supporters are renowned for their ^ 
passion and the region continues to produce '8 
talented players, but the last time the FA Cup T 
was in residence was 1973 toe year when E 
Sunderland gave us Ian Porterfield's goal. Jim 
Montgomery's save and Bob Stokoe's hat ^^5 

Newcastle have a proud Cup tradition based on 
exploits in the early years of the century and in the 
1950s, but they have not won the trophy since 1955 
and not reached a final since their humiliation by 
Liverpool 24 years ago. ^ 

The situation Is no better in the West Midlands, where there 
are five clubs that might expect to challenge more regularly. 
John Silletfs joyous dance around Wembley after Coventry 
City's win in 1987 was the last victory for the area. Jeff Astte’s 
goal for West Bromwich Albion took the Cup to the Black 
Country in 1968, but the last win for Wolves was in 1960 i 
when they overcame Blackburn Rovers in a dull final. m 
For a county that likes to boast of its superiority, Yorkshire as 
has just one FA Cup win since the Second World War - mL 
the attrltional victory by Leeds United over Arsenal in 
1972. Sheffield United's last win came in 1925. when JH 
Fred Tunstall's goal beat Cardiff City. a&US k 

The most successful postwararea is London with 17 
Cupanning seasons, divided between six clubs. In 
that time. Tottenham Hotspur have the best record 
in the capital with six wins. The North West has 
12, of which Manchester United provide an 
impressive right Merseyside has right wins, 

Liverpool edging out Everton 5-3. By 

Conduskm: get your money on Hp 

Arsenal for the Cup In 98. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


FA CUP SEMI-FINALS 



SHEFFIELD UNITED 
v 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 
Tomorrow, 3.0 (sold out) 

Oliver Holt 

They can leave 
die romance to 
Arsenal and 
Wolverhampton 
Wanderers on 
FA Cup semi-fi¬ 
nal day. This 
match is all about the grim battle 
for the recovery of a club's 
dignity that has slowly but 
surely enveloped Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted in recent weeks. If they fall at 
Old Traffbnl tomorrow, they 
will have lost their last chance of 
redemption and it will te a long, 
long summer on Tyneside. 

The Cup run has been a 
strange odyssey for Kenny 
Dalglish and his side this sea¬ 
son, both the competition that 
damned them as arrogant FA 
Carling Premiership braggarts 
who Had forgotten the spirit of 
the Cup and also the one thing 
that offered them the prospxt of 
salvation and the chance for 
Dalglish to bring the North-East 
the trophy that Kevin Keegan 
could not deliver. 

In the memory, it seems as 
though the club's Premiership 
form began to fall apart almost 
from the day that they were 
pulled out of the fourth round 
hat with Stevenage Borough and 
the flood of criticism was un¬ 
leashed upon them. Since then, 
they have clung ro the Cup as if it 
gave them temporary respite 
from their plunging league form. 

They seem to be edging slowly, 
tortuously, clear of relegation as 
much through the inadequacies 
of others than through any 
merits of their own. and making 
the final might silence their 
critics and give them the boost 
they need to move beyond the 
bottom three at last 
It might also purge the dub of 
some of the unpleasant memo¬ 
ries left by the antics of Douglas 
Hall and Freddie Shepherd and 
their forced resignations from 
the board. It has come too late to 
save them but victory at Wem¬ 
bley would at least give the 
supporters some compensation 
for having their faith so roundly 
abused by those who should 
have known better. 


In their way. of course, stand 
Sheffield United, a team led by a 
caretaker manager, Steve 
Thompson. They will feel, quite 
understandably, that Newcastle 
are ripe for a giantkilling and. 
with experienced hands such as 
Dean Saunders. Nicky Marker 
and Graham Stuart in their 
ranks, they will be far from an 
easy proposition. 

They will be further encour¬ 
aged by the news yesterday that 
Alan Kelly, die goalkeeper, has 
recovered from bruised ribs and 
will play. Kelly performed with 
distinction in both the quarter¬ 
final games against Coventry 
City, particularly in the penally 
shoot-out when his three saves 
were the biggest factor in 
United’S progress. The match 
provides an opportunity to com¬ 
pare his form with that of Shay 
Given, of Newcastle, who is his 
rival for the Ireland goalkeepers 
shirt. 

Chris Short, who has a ham¬ 
string injury, and Roger Nilsen, 
calf, the defenders who have not 
played since the quarter-final, 
trained yesterday and will un¬ 
dergo fitness tests tomorrow. 

Much attention will inevitably 
fall on Alan Shearer, who is 
playing in his first Cup semi¬ 
final. He has scored five goals 
since his return from injury, four 
of them m the Cup. 

“It is up to other people to 
judge me. they always have 
done, but the most important 
thing is 1 feel fit and I feel 
confident and am really looking 
forward to the game," Shearer 
said. "It is the furthest I’ve ever 
got in the competition, which is 
probably the case for most of the 
lads, but it is something we’re all 
looking forward to." 

If Sheffield United win, then 
perhaps there will be romance 
after all. but for most the day will 
be dominated by the fate that 
befalls Newcastle. If they lose, 
there will be those who rejoice in 
another failure for the club that 
has come so quickly to represent 
so much that is wrong with 
modem football. If they succeed, 
there will be many who take 
pleasure in a great chunk of 
compensation for the proud sup 
porters of a club steeped m 
tradition. One way or another, it 
will be their day. 

SHEFFIELD UNITED taobabte: 3-5-2): A Kelly 

— D HoUsKmrtti, L Sandlofd. T Delis — V 
Borbofcfe. R Fora N Marte. G Smart, W Qum 

— D Saunders. Maceio 

NEWCASTLE UNITED (prctefcte. 3-5-2). S 
Oven — D Peacock S Pearce. A P&tone — W 
Barton, k Gitespw. D Batty, J Barnes, T 
ftetsbra — A Ardereson. A Shearer 
Referee: G Poll 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: Live 
on Sky Sports 2, from 2pm. 

■ PREDICTION: Newcastle to 
win, Shearer to score. 


"re. •* m-4*1 





WOLVERHAMPTON W 
v 

ARSENAL 

Tomorrow, 12.0 (sold out) 


Rob Hughes 
Can anything 
capture the lure 
of the FA Cup 
better than Sir 
Jack Hayward, 
74, the president, 
benefactor and 
lifelong dreamer of watching his 
Wolves in the final at Wembley, 
flying in from the Bahamas for 
the semi-final against Arsenal at 
noon tomorrow? Sir Jack had 
open heart surgery in Los Ange¬ 
les three weeks ago but plans to 
take his seat at a packed, 
emotional Villa Park. 

The Wolverhampton Wander¬ 
ers chairman. Jonathan Hay¬ 
ward. son of Sir Jack, concedes: 
“It doesn't seem ideal post¬ 
operative treatment, but I’m not 
sure anybody's brave enough to 
stop him." 

Arsenal, of course, will not be 
sentimental. Tony Adams and co 
are back in the groove of 
grinding out doubles. They are 
in the semi-finals courtesy of just 
two victories in seven cup ties — 
beating Middlesbrough and 
Crystal Palace, but eliminating 
both Port Vale and West Ham 
United on penalty shoot-outs. 

There is no Dennis Bergkamp. 
Lee Dixon or lan Wright and 
doubts about whether Marc 
Overmars’s bruised ankle. So. 
for all the redoubtable rearguard 
that has not conceded a goal in 
eight consecutive FA Carling 
Premiership games, for all the 
fighting spirit in midfield, who 
will score the Gunners' custom¬ 
ary goal? Nicolas Anelka is fast 
but excitable. Christopher Wreh 
has the knack of scoring when he 
looks least effective. 

Wolves have their own uncer¬ 
tainties. Dean Richards and 
Keith Curie give soundness in 
defence in front of the rejuvenat¬ 
ed Hans Scgers. The midfield 
will have to make and mend in 
the absence of Simon Osborn 
(suspended) and Neil Emblen 
(cup-tied), not that they would 
have won the battle against 
Arsine Wenger’s gifted, abrasive 
French duo. Patrick Vieira and 
Emmanuel Petit. 


Mark McGhee, the Wolves 
manager, swears that the Cup is 
a bonus, that the league is top 
priority. One doubts that argu¬ 
ment would prove too persuasive 
amongst the 25.000 Wolver¬ 
hampton faithful, or the recuper¬ 
ating Sir Jack. McGhee's little 
secret, if he knows it himself, is 
whether Steve Bull, an institu¬ 
tion at Wolves for a dozen years 
and 300 goals, will get the 
chance to score one more and 
fulfil the dream of Wembley. 

I suspect that Bull will be kept 
under wraps on the bench while 
Steve Claridge and Don Good¬ 
man try to feed on whatever their 
midfield can offer. McGhee's 
sudden leap into the transfer 
market suggests that even he 
now thinks his squad is a shade 
too ordinary to achieve Wolver¬ 
hampton’s own double target — 
promotion and the Cup. Crucial¬ 
ly, perhaps, he lost for this week 
at any rate the one player he 
really wanted, striker David 
Connolly, whose move has been 
held up by Feyenoord. 

McGhee somewhat wearily 
said after a goalless night at 
Queens Park Rangers in mid¬ 
week: “Whatever combination of 
strikers we play. Arsenal won’t 
worry that we will give Adams 
and Keown a problem. But, with 
their limited attacking options, 
they know we will make it 
difficult for them as well." 

If it comes to a game of 
patience, then Wenger has 
grown accustomed to Arsenal's 
way of performance through 
perseverance. He came, we 
thought, to lend grace and style 
to Arsenal but his second season 
has surpassed the first with 89 
yellow and seven red cards in all 
competitions so far. 

Finally, this week, the French¬ 
man admitted it, “We are a 
physical team and we play to our 
strengths." he said. “I don't think 
we are an unfair team but every 
team against us is up for it, 
which means every game is a 
fight." 

Little, then, to race the pulse, 
unless it is the referee’s. Stephen 
Lodge has been the least busy 
Premiership referee in terms of 
yellow cards: that may change. 

WOLVERHAMPTON WANDEHERS (possible 
3-5-2) H Seaere — S Wn-jhi. □ Rtanards K 
Curie — a VMLarns. R Slater S Sorfgtev. P 
Simpson. S Froggan — S Clartoge. O 
Goodmai 

ARSENAL (protaWe. J-4-2) D Seamen — G 
Gmnandi. M Keown. A Adams, NWintertxjm— 
H Paritxr. P Vieira. E Perl. S Hughes — N 
Ane*vi C Wfoh 
Referee: S Lodge 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: Uve 
on 11V from 11.30am. 

■ PREDICTION: Warning to Sir 
Jack, be ready for a replay and 
Ihen 1-0. but not necessarily to the 
Arsenal. 



FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 



Peter Robinson 
Aston Villa had 
just turned over 
Everton 4-1 and 
John Gregory, 
the Villa manag¬ 
er, announced: 
“My chairman 
has just told me that our target 
now is to win the rest of our 
games this season and get into 
Europe." Chortles all round. “I 
think he was joking but you 
never know." Doug Ellis? Joke? 
Hardly likely, now, is it? Still, 
here goes, starting with the visit 
of West Ham United. 

It is a good job that it is not a 
visit to West Ham. because they 
are very good at Upton Park, 
perhaps less so away from it 
Injuries have reduced the squad 
to the bare bones of late, but they 
keep picking up good results and 
the return of Lomas and 
Lampard from suspension and 
Impey from injury will bolster 
them today. 

Villa should be unchanged. 
They may not be, for Milosevic is 
available, but they should be. 




ASTON VILLA . 
v 

WEST HAM UNITED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


The victory at Goodison Park, 
was one of their best of die 
season and the tiny, terrific 
partnership of Yorke and Jo¬ 
achim deserves another go. 

ASTON VILLA (prot»Dle; 3-5-2): MBoerech — 
U Ehtogu, G Sotfhgaie, S Siaunlon — G 
Charles. I Taylor. M Draper. LHendne. A Wright 
— J Joachim, D Yotka 

WEST HAM UNTTED (probable, 3-4- 1 - 2 ) B 
Lama —l Pearce. RFerdrand.DUnswonh — 
A Impey, S Lomas, F Lampard, S Lxoncfcs—E 
Bertaowc — T Smdar, J Hanson. 

Referee: 3 Dunn 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day. BBC1 10.20pm, bnef 
highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Exciting draw. 



Richard 
Hobson 
Subsequent 
events mean that 
the paucity of 
Leeds United's 
display at Upton 
Park on Monday 
night was put to one side. Next 
Wednesday, John Hackett. the 
pilot who saved the side from 
probable decimation when he 
crash-landed the burning air¬ 
craft at Stansted Airport, is guest 
of honour at the game against 
Chelsea. 

George Graham, the manag¬ 
er. faces an unenviable situation. 
His sides rarely lose focus, but 
this time Leeds are trying to 
recover from something more 
serious than a 3-0 defeat against 
West Ham. 

Graham may revert to 4-4-2 
with Wallace returning to part¬ 
ner Hasselbaink. Kewell. too. is 
available again, but Radebe, the 
imposing central defender, com¬ 
pletes a two-match ban. 

Danny Wilson, the Barnsley 
manager, faces a difficult choice 



LEEDS UNITED 

BARNSLEY 
Today, 3.0 


up front between Fjortoft, recov¬ 
ered from illness, and Hristov, 
who enjoyed his best game for 
the club at Ewood Park. De 
Zeeuw remains a doubt at the 
back. 

LEEDS UNITED (posstote; 4-4-2)- N Manyn — 
A Mayburv. R Motenaar. M Htdan, G Hate — G 
Kefflv. AI Haotand. L Bowyer. H Kami — R 
Wallace. J F HasseSjalr*. 

BARNSLEY (possible. 3-5-2 V O Walter. - C 
Morgan. A Moses, S Jongs — N Eaton. N 
Reafeam. J Bosandc. M Buflock D Barnard — 
J A Fjortofl. A Ward 
Hefei ee: K Burge 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
(he Day. extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Leals win. 


Nick 

Szczepanik 
There may be 
few similarities 
between Martin 
O’Neill, the 
Leicester City 
manager, and 
Gordon Strachan. his Coventry 
City counterpart (except when it 
comes to discussing the merits 
or. more likely, the fallings of 
referees), but both are agreed on 
one thing: avoiding relegation is 
still the No 1 target. 

A home win today would give 
both clubs identical won-drawn- 
lo&t records, but Leicester will be 
without Neil Lennon, injured at 
Bolton Wanderers last weekend. 
Muzzy IzzeL if fit. is the likely 
replacement Coventry could 
move centre-forward Dion Dub¬ 
lin back into defence and give 
Viorel Moldovan another chance 
to justify his £3.5 million transfer 
fee: but since Leicester’s main 
threat is often the heading power 
of Steve Walsh and Man Elliott 
at set pieces, which Dublin 



LEICESTER CITY 
v 

COVENTRY CITY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


usually covers in any case, that 
looks unnecessarily risky for 
such a cautious man as 
Strachan. 

LEICESTER CITY [podaMa. 3-5^1 K Kefe 
— P KaanarK M Elmo. S wadi — R Savage. 
M tzzel. G Pariier. T Zagorakc. S Guppy — A 
Cciitee. E Hwfev 

COVENTRY CITY (pasaMo. 4-4-2) 3 

OgnSMC — R Nfcsan. G Breen. R Shaw, □ 
Burrows — PTeSet. T E Soltvodt. G Boafeng. N 
Whelan — □ Hudkatty. D DtiXfe 
Referee: G Barber 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day. brief highlights 

■ PREDICTION: Both teams 
edge a point nearer safety. 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
EVERTON 

■ Today. 3.0 (sold out) 


Tottenham 

Hotspur and Everton. They 
meet today in fear that the 
vanquished might lose their 
place in that league, lose the 
E8 million that goes with it 
from TV income, and lose face 
among those who support 
them through thin and thin. 

It brings out the desperation 
in managers. Howard Ken¬ 
dall. admitting that Everton 
heads dropped during the 4-1 
home drubbing against Aston 
Villa last week, is prepared to 
risk the future of his talisman 
centre forward Duncan 
Ferguson —.for this one game. 

Ferguson missed three 
matches through suspension, 
then damaged a ligament in 
his left knee but though 
medical advice is to rest and 
though he has not trained, he 
wants to lead from the front It 
is not just the 35 goals in 109 
games the Scot has scored 
since coming south, but his 
“presence" that sways Ken¬ 
dall'S judgment. 

Christian Gross, the Totten¬ 
ham coach, with more players 
returning to fitness than he 
knows what to da with, will 
change the team that won 3-1 
at bottom-placed Crystal Pal¬ 
ace last weekend because 
David Ginola is available 
again after suspension. 

Central defenders Slaven 
Bilic and Carl Tiler are sus¬ 
pended for Everton. so Ken¬ 
dall must flank Craig Short 
with Dave Watson. 36, and 
teenagers Richard Dunne and 
Michael Ball. 

With Unsworth and 
Hinchcliffe sold, who will 
damp down on the wandering 
Ginola. npt to mention 
Klinsmann and Armstrong? 
Kendall is expected to stiffen 
midfield with Gavin McCann, 
20. playing his first full senior 
game. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR route**: 4-3-1- 
2 ) I Waite —S Car. SCanpOBB.R vega. 
c v S5 l SS ,n — N Sert* C Coktowood. M Safe 
— DGjnofe — JKSnsmam C Armstrong 
EVERTON (ptJssfcfe. 36-2) T Mvhre — O 
Woison. C Short. M BN) — J O'KrtXi G 
McCann. □ Hutchison. N Barmby, P 
Baagna — D Ferguson. M Madar 
Referee: AWtfcie 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match 
of the Day. extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Spurs to Uck 
the Toffees 3-1. 


Brilliant insights or hopeless 
guesses? Check our writere’ 
predictions against their 
weekend match reports 


David Maddock 
While neither 
side is totally in¬ 
sulated against 
the drop, it is still 
surprising to see 
these teams 
sauntering 
through the final third of the 
season. According to Ron Atkin¬ 
son. the Sheffield Wednesday 
manager, the dub “needed 
snookers" to survive when he 
took over from David Pleat. 
Atkinson has performed a mar¬ 
vellous job,- and reckons two - 
more victories will complete it, 

In celebration, he has begun 
talks with Steve Staunton, his 
former defender at Aston Villa, 
who will become a free agent 
during the summer. Whether 
Atkinson will be around to 
manage him is another matter. 
He is tipped to move upstairs in 
the close-season. 

Wednesday enjoyed a 3-2 vic¬ 
tory at The Dell, but perennial 
stragglers Southampton are 
now one victory away from mid¬ 
table securily, unheard of at this 




SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Today, 3.0 


time of year. With the drive of 
Palmer and -goals from all 
angles, they look a decent side. 
Palmer is suspended today, but 
Hirst will definitely play. 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (probaMe. 44-a 
K Pressman — E Banett. D Wafer. D 
Stetanowc. A Hmchdift? — B Carton* P- 
Amertor. J Magiion. P Rudi — P di Cano. A 
Booth 

SOUTHAMPTON (probaWe, 4-3-1 -2) P Jones 

— J Dodd. K Monkou. R Dryden. J Berestwd 

— D Hughes, KRjcnardson.MOaMey—Ule 
Tpssw — E Oswnslad. D Hirst. 

Referee P Jones 

■ TELEVISION: Today Match of 
the Day, brief highlights 

■ PREDICTION: Away win 


Brian Glanviile 
Desperation on 
both sides could 
well turn this 
into the dour sort 
of game seen last 
Monday at Sel- 
hurst Park, 
when Wimbledon drew 0-0 with 
Newcastle United The next day. 
Bolton Wanderers, who are in¬ 
deed in dire straits, were per¬ 
haps a little unlucky to lose at 
home to Arsenal. 

Wimbledon, however, cannot 
yet te sure of safety, nor can they 
take this game anything but very 
seriously. Dean Holds^orth, 
long a Wimbledon hero, could 
well be replaced in attack by 
John Salako, a player well-used 
to Selhurst Park and presently 
on loan from Coventry City but. 
in an earlier incarnation, a 
bright star of the Crystal Palace 
team on the left wing. 

Wimbledon are unlikely to get 
back Ben Thatcher, their promis¬ 
ing left back, who has tom a 
thigh muscle, but Alan Kimble is 
always a very able deputy. 


David Maddock 
Suddenly. the 
victory over 
Middlesbrough 
looks important 
for Chelsea. 
Their woeful per¬ 
formance in Ita¬ 
ly, and indifference in the league, 
makes Europe look a little dis¬ 
tant Thank goodness, then, for 
the automatic place offered by 
winning the Coca-Cola Cup. 

If Gianluca Vialli has a prob¬ 
lem. it is with his defence, where 
even the calmness of Leboeuf has 
been ruffled by the calamity all 
around him in .recent weeks. 
Vialli must decide whether to 
continue alternating goalkeep¬ 
ers* but De Goey may now keep 
his place after a marvellous 
performance in Europe. 

If a long, hard season is 
catching up on Chelsea, Derby 
Countyiook positively shattered. 
They were beaten 5-0 by Leeds 
United in their last home game 
and, with Slrmac suspended, 
also have defensive problems. 



Mb 


WIMBLEDON 

v 

BOLTON WANDERERS 
Today. 3.0 


Wimbledon have something of 
an abundance of possible 
attackers but may well continue 
with Marcus Gayle and Carl 
Leabum, their bargain buy from 
Charlton Athletic, up front 

WIMBLEDON (probable. -M-a- N SuUHian - 
K Cunmngharn. C Peny. D Blackwell A «m» 
-NAdfey. M Hughes. A Ratorts. R Eafe — 
M Gayte, C Leabum 

BOLTON WANDERERS (ptctoabfe: 4-4-2): K 
Brartagan — A Todd. M Rsh. G Bateson. N 
L» — F Frandsen. A Thompson, J Shendan. J 
— R Taylor. j Salako 
Referee: M Bodsnham 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day, extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: A draw. 



BrccmK Tt>' 


DERBY COUNTY 
v 

CHELSEA 

Tomorrow, 3.0 (sold out) 

although Laursen should rear 
vialli may rest himself, aliowi 
Hughes another chance af 
impressing at Wembley. 

(possible 4 .J. 3 ) M Ft 
Daily CPowell- 

Referwr J Winter 

Mair* Tom O rrt > 

BBC1 '° 25 e 

■ PREDICTION: Subdued drav 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Renaissance gathers 
momentum in Italy 


C aJdo triumphant? Four 
Italian dubs are still in the 
running after the semi¬ 
final, first-leg matches in Euro¬ 
pean cup competitions this week. 
In the European Cup. Juventus 
thrashed the AS Monaco team 
that had eliminated Manchester 
United, and seem certain to con¬ 
test their third successive final 
In the UeFa Cup. Lazio deserved¬ 
ly won 1-0 at Atl&tico Madrid, who 
had eliminated Leicester City and 
Aston Villa. Internazionale beat 
Spartak Moscow in Milan with a 
very late goal, but merited their 
victory and could well make it an 
all-Italian final. 

Vicenza, who have none of the 
resources nor aspirations of those 
three, beat a weary-looking Chel¬ 
sea in the Cup Winners’ Cup more 
easily than the 1*0 score suggests 
and, as Gianfranco Zola re¬ 
marked. have a 50 per cent chance 
of survival at Stamford Bridge. 

Have the Italians, then, got 
everything right? Have our lead¬ 
ing clubs, by and large, read 
things wrongly? United, after all. 


Italian clubs could reach finals of all 
European cup competitions this season 



failed to score- against Monaco 
and missed Ryan Giggs. Juventus 
demolished the French team. 

Arsenal, for the second year in 
succession, slipped oat feebly in 
the first round erf the. Uefa Cup; 
Impotent in Salonica, opaque on 
the return at Highbury. .Yet there 
they are. breathing down United’s 
neck in the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship. and in line to repeat their FA 
Cup and league double of 1971. 

However, the Italian achieve¬ 
ments warrant closer scrutiny. 
Juventus, for example, were im¬ 
mensely Iticty not to slip out of the 
Champions’ league in its first 
phase. Only the fact that ft had 
been planned like a madman's fly¬ 
trap saw them to squeeze through. 

An 88th-minule equaliser by 
Olympiakos against Rosenborg 
meant that Rosenborg, in group 
O. had one point fewer than 


Juventus in group B. Juventus that 
night had beaten United, having 
lost to them at Old Traffoni 
Juventus went through as one of 
foe two non-group winners with 
the best record. 

Until then, ft .had seemed foal 
Ludano Moggi, the dub's formi¬ 
dable wheeler-dealer, nicknamed 
“The Nice Pinocchio" for his 
economies with the truth of trans¬ 
fers. had gambled once too often. 
Immediately after Juventus won 
the European Cup in 1996,. they 
sold their strikers, Gianluca Vialli 
and Fabrizio Ravanelli. Their 
replacements, Alen Boksic and 
Christian Vieri. were transferred 
last year after Juventus had won 
Serie A and readied the European 
Cup final again. 

At the beginning of this year 
Juventus signed foe volatile young 
Holland player, Edgar Davids. 


from AC Milan, where he had 
been so disappointing. Davids, a 
player transformed, put power 
and drive into the midfield and 
Juventus took off. 

As for Inter, Italian critics claim 
that they rely on the episodic 
brilliance of individuals, rather 
than playing as a coherent team. 
When one of those players is the 
phenomena] striker. Ronaldo, 
anything is possible. The Brazil¬ 
ian. though, did have a long, lean 


spell when he was publicly berat¬ 
ed by Massimo Moratti. the club 
president. And Gigi Simoni, foe 
manager who succeeded Roy 
Hodgson (now of Blackburn 
Rovers) last year was nearly 
sacked before this season. 

Lazio also gambled in 1996. 
releasing Beppe Signori, foe idol 
of their supporters. Last year, 
however. Sven Goran Eriksson, 
the Sampdoria manager who had 
pledged to join Blackburn, took 
over and brought with him 
another icon. Roberto Mandni. 

Vialli. the Chelsea player-man¬ 
ager. said last week that ft was for 
easier to be a manager in England 
than in Italy, where foe pressure 
was relentless; three defeats and 
our you went. Perhaps this pres¬ 
sure concentrates the mind won¬ 
derfully. Vialli. whose tactics in 
Vicenza were suspect, knows that 
in Italy he would never be allowed 
to step straight into management 

It is doubtful, too, whether any 
Italian club would tolerate 
Arsenal’s self-destructive disd- 
ptinaiy record and Arsdie 
Wenger, the manager, with his 
constant mitigation. Yet what of 
AC Milan? With Silvio Berlus¬ 
coni'S millions and Fabio Capelin 
bade as manager from Real Ma¬ 
drid. they stagger from one 
disaster to another. Not long ago, 
they bestrode Europe. 

Che strano questo calao. Fun¬ 
ny game, football. 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


(Last week's position in brackets) 

1. MANCHESTER 

2. ARSENAL (2) 

3. 

——---•, : - L - 

4. BLACKBURN ROVERS (6) 


/ / 


TH L~~| F I A 




AWAY" 




30 60 +23 


W&+2Q- 


30 51 +12 


6. LEEDS UTD (5) 31 48 +12 

7. WEST HAM W H| ^ 

8. DERBY COUNTY (7) 30 45 +4 

9. COVENTRY CftYffo) ' +1 '■ 

10. SOUTHAMPTON (11) 31 43 -2 

11 HI 

12. LEICESTER CITY (9) 30 40 +3 


2 2 30 9 6 7 

3 2 37 19 4 6 

M life* 

3 5 22 15 7 3 

$238$ tHH 

3 2 28 13 3 3 


3 3 


7 

. ' a 

3 

5 

Zfr : 

;'r- y 



10 

3 

2 

: 

•*_ _ 



10 

1 

5 


Z-. • e.'.fi = .• 


7 3 16 11 5 3 


L 

F 

V 5 

23 

2 

19 

i 3 

23 

5 

14 


3i; 

6 

23 

Her 

12 

9 

16 

-8- 

■i4 

9 

14 



7 

19 


LAST 10 
MATCHES 
W-P-L 


4-2-4 

8 - 2-0 


3-5-2 


3- 2-5 

■ '' ■• jV—• 7 

4- 1-5 

TT “THTTZ 

_1 - 1 “.. 

4-1-5 

6-1-3 

- 1 .• • -i ?- 

3-4-3 


iw> vintn i 

14. WIMBLEDON (14) 30 36 -4 

15. 

16. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (17) 31 34 -16 






do ria : J83 4^5 4- 


4 7 16 19 4 5 5 14 15 3-2-5 








5 4 18 19 3 2 11 14 29 4-2-4 


17EVERt0Nil^: 
18. BARNSLEY (18) 


was; •- 






im ^ ■ Li 


31 L :31 -39 6 3 6 22129 ■ 3 1 12 10 42 4-1-5 12 




20. CRYSTAL PALACE (2Q) 


ATTAOfc 


31: 26 -27 0 4 10 8| 29 6 4 7 19 25 1-0-9 LI 


Chelsea 
Manchester Utd 
Liverpool 
Blackburn 
Arsenal 
West Ham 
Derby 
Leeds 

Sheffield Wed 

Southampton 

Coventry 

Aston Villa 

Leicester 

Everton 

Wimbledon 

Barnsley 

rotten ham 

Bolton 

Newcastle 

Crystal Palace 


Goats scored 
59 

ar Utd 60 
54 
51 
49 

i 44 

44 

45 

lfed 45 

iton 41 

36 

I 38 

35 
35 

n 30 

32 
32 
29 
28 

lace 27 


Goals conceded 


1. Manchester Utd 

2. Arsenal 

3. Leeds 

4. Leicester 

5. Liverpool 

6. Newcastle 

7. Wimbledon 

8. Chelsea 
=. Coventry 

10. West Ham 

11. Blackburn 

12. Aston Villa 

13. Derby 

14. Southampton 

15. Everton 
16 Bolton 

=. Tottenham 

18. Crystal Palace 

19. Sheffield Wed. 

20. Barnsley 


PrewtfersWp only _ 

Sutton (Siackbum) 

Dublin (Coventry) 
Gallacher (Blackburn) 
Owen (Liverpool) 
Bergkamp (Arsenal) 
Hartson (West Ham) 

Cole (Manchester Utd) 
Baiano (Derby) 

Di Canto (Sheffield Wed) 
Huckerby (Coventry) 
Wanchope (Derby) 

Blake (Bolton) 
Hasselbaink (Leeds) 
WaBace (Leeds) 

Wright (Areenat) 

Davies (Southampton) 
Ferguson (Everton) 

Flo (Chelsea) 

Fowler (Liverpool) 
McManaman (Liverpool) 
Redfeam (Barnsley) 

Vialli (Chelsea) 


Cards issued _ YeUowr Red 

1. Everton 63 5 

2. Leeds Utd 65 3 

3. Arsenal* 61 3 

4. c Palace 62 2 

5. Derby 62 1 

6. Bolton 57 5 

7. Chelsea 59 3 

8. Coventry 55 5 

9. Sheffield Wed 51 3 

=. Southampton 51 3 

11. Barnsley ' 50 3 

12. Manchester Utd* 53 0 

13. West Ham 49 3 

14. Blackburn 48 3 

15. Newcastle 49 2 

16. Tottenham 47 1 

17. Liverpool 44 1 

*=>. Wimbledon 44 1 

19. Leicester 39 2 

20. Aston Villa 40 1 

• Cation downgmaeefetased 






Premiership 
games only 

1. G Willard 

2. M Reed 

3. G Poll 

4. J Winter 

5. G Barber 

6. U Rennie 

7. D Elleray 

8. P Durian 

9. S Dunn 
10.. A Wilkie 

11. MRfley 

12. N Barry 

13. P Jones 

14. M Bodenham 

15. P Alcock 

16. D Gallagher 

17. K Burge 

18. G Ashby 

19. S Lodge 

JNtEi 


Cards issued 
P Yellow Red 


16 49 

16 50 


17 52 

16 49 


50 1 

52 2 


49 0 

47 1 


THE semi-final stage of the FA Cup 
has run unaltered from its inception 
in 1872 to the present day. 

Of foe remaining teams in foe 
competition. Arsenal have had foe 
most visits to foe semi-finals, 
making their 19th appearance, and 
have been foe most successful with 
12 wins. Newcastle United have the 
best average with a 85 per cent win 
record. 

Sheffield United are the draw 
specialists, more than half of their 
first attempts have gone to replays. 
Arsenal also could lay claim to this 
title with foe highest total of replayed 
matches, including their three 
replays in foe semi-final of 1979-80. 

Only Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and Arsenal have previously met In 
this round, in the 1978-9 semi-final, 
which Arsenal won 2-0. 


PREVIOUS VISITS TO SEMI-FINAL 

No of Tfea Match Total 
weAfi dnwn refim 


Arsenal 

Newcastle 

Shefflttd 

Wolves 


won drawn replays 

12 6 13 

11 3 3 

6 6 10 

8 4 5 


IVVIVW 

last visrrs to semi-final 

Arsenal: 1992-3 (1-0 v Tottenham). 
Newcastle: 197&4 (2£ v Bumtey). 
SbeS Utd: 1992-3 (1-2 v Sheffield 

Wolverhampton: 1980-1 (2-2, 03 v 
Tottenham). 

CAUTIONS IN THE COMPETITION 
valkiw Red 


First round 
Second round 
Third round 
Fourth round 
Fifth round 
Sixth round 
Total 


Yellow 

186 

82 

121 

79 

39 

26 

535 


WOLVERHAMPTON v ARSENAL 
Wohros’ record P W D LFA 
v Arsenal 9 2 1 6 912 

Record at home: 3-0 (19753,3r); 1-0 
4r); 1-2 (1937-6, 4r); 1-1 
-6,3r) 

rd away: 1-2 (1977-8, At)] 1-2 
(1963-4, 3t)l 1-2 (1926-7, Sr): 0-1 

(1925-6,3n) 

Record at neutral ground: 82 (1978- 
9, semi-final) 

SCORERS (previous rounds) 
Wolverhampton: PaatBlainen 4, Freed- 
man 2, Curia, Naylor, Ferguson, 
Goodman, Richards, Robinson. 

Arsenat Bergkamp 3. Overmars, Parlour, 
AnefcaE 

CAUTIONS (previous rounds) 
Wolverhampton: Booked: Curie 2. 
Mi great 2. Ferguson. Paatelainen. 
Goodman, Sedglsy, Keane. 

Arsenal: Sent Oft Bertfcamp. Booked: 
Manninger, Plate Keown, Bergkamp, 
Upson, Garde, Boa Mode, Hughes, 
Wimsibum. 


SHEFFIELD UTD V NEWCASTLE 

Staff Utirs record P W D LFA 
v Newcastle B 3 2 31210 

Record at home: 0-0 (1976-7,3r): 0-2 
(1946-7, fir); 2-1 (1901-2,3 rr) 

Record away: 1-3 (1976-7, 3rri; 3-1 
(1960-1, 6r): 30 (1913-4, 1r); 1-1 
(1901-2,3r); 0-2 (1883-4,1r) 

Record at neutral grouid: none 

SCORERS (previous rounds) 
Sheffield Utd: Saunders 2, FJortoft 2, 
Hutchison, Ssndford, Marcelo, 
Hofdsworth. 

Newcastle: Shearer 4, Rush, Kestiaia, 
Speed, Baity. 


FA Pre ml e reWp chibs’ official websites 

AraonN wmv4B«enaLcoji( 

Aston Vis (Mw^stonvls-fucuik 

Bamstoy 

wra.yoi1eiH»KbX0iiiAi^BrcjmA. 


CAUTIONS (previous rounds) 

Sheffield Utd: Sent oft Short. Booked: 
Taylor 2, Hutchison, Sandford, 
Hobsworth, Stuart, Marker, Borbokis. 
Newcastle: Booked: Pisione 3, 

Beresford 2. Lee, Peacock. Shearer 2. 
Batty, Pearce, Barton, Homy. 


Blackburn 

Bolton 

Chebea 

Coventry 

C Palace 

Derby 

Everton 

Leeds 

I olr fl cToi 

Liverpool 
Man utd 
Newcastle 
Sheffield Wed 
Southampton 
Todenten 
West Ham 
WbnUedor 
FAPrendenNp 


wwwjwersxojjk 

awwijotonwiemuk 

wwwxheiseBtoCQjjk 

wwwxdc.co.iA 

www^pfecauK 

wwwjJctoiXjajK 

evertixdcjnaseywoitdcam 

wrrwJiicxaufc 

wwwJdaco4jl( 

wftv^ky.auiWjports/manu 

wwwjweastte^cooiWnjfc 

wwwAVfc.co.uk 

rnm-sotoaecjiV-saints 

www.3pus.co.tii 

www.eestoarnunrted.co.uk 

vfWwJMarttagxon 


^MATCHES 


Kk*-ctf30 iness soul • denote aB-t&vt 
ftnfc cohort nuntoore n Mcheb 
m FA Ctf> anii ft Bmfarsinu matches, t denotes 
sou eta. catvntee seats avafttoto 

TODAY 

FA Carting Pre mi a! ship 

I-) t Aston ViUs v west Hern___ 

(-) Leeds v Barnsley ... 

I-) ’t Leicester v Covertly .. .. -. 

MJ Sheffield Wednesday v Southampton .... 

(2) t Tottenham v Evenon..... 

(•) Wurttedon v Bolton __ 

Nationwide League 

FksldivtBton 

(31 Buty v Huaaefsflew ..... 

(41 Manchester Cttv v $toc*rwrt . 

|S) Norwich v Bradiord __ _ . . . 

|6) Part Vate v Oxtord Utd . -. ___ ...... 

(71 • Portsmouth v Bmringham... 

(8f Reading v Stoke ....... 

f9) Swindon vChanton. 

110) Wefl Bromwich v lAdcfiesOrou^.. 



P 

W 

D 

1 

F 

A 

PIS 

NoamFotea . 

40 

24 

n 

8 

70 

38 

80 

'Sunderland . 

39 

22 

10 

7 

72 

41 

76 

MddlesbrouEri 

38 

V? 

9 

7 

M 

36 

75 

Charlmn 

:*i 

?n 

9 

10 

71 

4.9 

89 

Ipswich . . 

ShetttNd Lftd 

39 

38 

tB 

17 

13 

14 

8 

7 

M 

56 

38 

41 

67 

65 

Brmngham .. 

40 

16 

14 

10 

a? 

33 

6? 

WoVemampran 

x> 

17 

9 

13 

47 

rw 

m 

Siodipor . 

40 

16 


17 

ei 

66 

55 

Oxford Utd .. 

40 

IS 

8 

17 

55 

5? 

S3 

Brarflord 

40 

13 

14 

13 

41 

43 

53 

Wes! Bromwch 

40 

14 

11 

IS 

39 

46 

S3 

Swmccn 

40 

14 

9 

17 

38 

59 

51 

Crewe . 

40 

15 

5 

?0 

46 

57 

SO 

ttoddeisfiefc} 

40 

1? 

10 

18 

45 

5R 

4fi 

• TranmciB.. 

38 

1? 

10 

16 

43 

46 

46 

OPR . . .... 

41 

10 

15 

16 

45 

56 

45 

Bur/. 

40 

« 

18 

13 

37 

48 

45 

Norwch 

40 

11 

12 

17 

37 

82 

45 

POT! Vtite. 

40 

11 

9 

20 

47 

58 

42 

Portsmourti 

39 

11 

8 

20 

41 

55 

41 

Man Crty . 

40 

10 

10 

PO 

43 

48 

40 

Stoke 

40 

9 

13 

18 

38 

61 

4*1 

Rearing. .. 

40 

10 

9 

21 

36 

69 

39 


- not nOu&ng ast ragta ’s match 

Second dfetsion 

(11) Blackpool v Walsall .. 

n2)BoutnemoolhvWyt50mbe .. 

(!3i Bristol Cny vCartste. 

(14) Futiamv Preston .. 

115) Gnm&v v Gffingham ..... . . 

116 ) Luton vYotk... 

(171 Mttwall V Bristol Rovers... 

(18) Nortfiamplon v Bumfey-- 

(I9j Odham v pwmouh .. 

(?m Wigwi v Wtelord... 

(21) Wrexham v BrenJtad. . 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Bristol C*y... 

40 

m 

9 

a 

64 

33 

78 

wattord. 

40 

21 

14 

b 

59 

36 

77 

Grirrsby .- 

39 

18 

12 

9 

52 

31 

66 

Wrexham , 

40 

17 

13 

10 

48 

44 

84 

Northampton 

40 

16 

15 

9 

45 

31 

63 

Fifham. 

39 

17 

9 

13 

48 

36 

80 

GiUngham. 

Bristol Rovers.. 

40 

40 

17 

16 

9 

9 

14 

15 

48 

58 

45 

59 

GO 

57 

•Chesterfield... 

40 

13 

1ft 

12 

39 

38 

54 

Bounemcuth . 

39 

14 

It 

14 

50 

47 

53 

BSckpool. ■ 

39 

14 

9 

16 

49 

57 

51 

York . . 

40 

12 

15 

13 

47 

51 

51 

MDwell... . 

40 

14 

9 

17 

40 

48 

51 

Oldham. 

39 

12 

14 

13 

52 

47 

50 

Preston . 

40 

13 

11 

16 

47 

48 

50 

Wycombe . 
wfeteati.. 

40 

38 

12 

13 

14 

10 

14 

16 

47 

3B 

51 

44 

50 

49 

Wigan_ 

38 

12 

9 

17 

51 

58 

45 

Plyrnoreh .. 

40 

11 

12 

17 

« 

60 

45 

Brertiord_ 

40 

10 

15 

15 

43 

GO 

4b 

Lrton__ ... 

39 

10 

14 

15 

46 

56 

44 

Csrfisfo.... .. 

40 

11 

8 

21 

51 

60 

41 

* Southand. 

40 

11 

B 

21 

45 

70 

41 

Burtey. 

38 

9 

12 

17 

43 

51 

39 


* not sidudirv last rvQtt 's maett 
Third division 

(22) Brighton v Scunftxxpe .-. 

(23) Darir^ton v Bamel . 

(24) Doncaster v Hull. 

(25) Exeter v Chester. 

(36) Hartlepool v Cambridge Utd.. 

(27) Leyton Orient v Manstieid... 

( 28 ) Macdestield v Lincoln. -. 

(29) Swansea v Shrewsbuy __ 

(30) Torqifiy v Ftochdale... 

P W D L F A 

* Notts Courty 40 26 10 4 68 35 

Torquay. 40 20 9 11 61 4g 

MBCdesflBid— 40 18 13 9 52 39 

Samel. 40 18 12 10 55 4t 

* ScartoroOEri -to 18 11 11 62 51 

Lincoln . 40 17 13 10 50 45 

" CofcTegtf_40_17J0_23_61_ K? _ 

■ PiBiettxxouBri 40 16 12 12 58 44 

■Rotherham.. 40 14 17 9 56 50 

Leyton Onart... 39 16 10 13 50 36 

Scurttarpe. 39 15 11 13 49 48 

Manstieid 40 14 13 13 55 48 

Exeter . . 40 13 15 tZ 59 53 

Chester ... . 40 15 9 16 52 49 

CarrbndgaUtd 40 12 16 12 53 49 


Hartlepool. 
Darfington 

■Caroft 
Stravoouy 
Rochdale. 
Swansea 

Hul .. .. 

Bngrton .. 

Doncaster 


40 11 19 10 
40 13 10 17 
40 9 22 9 
40 12 12 16 
40 14 5 21 
40 12 9 19 
40 8 7 25 
40 5 14 21 


Doncaster . 40 3 7 30 27 105 
* nor inducting last nghTs matches 

VeuxhaB Conference 

(39) HaWac v Wolving. 

f—) Hedneslord v Galeshead. 

(40) Leek v Yeovil. 

(—1 Northwfch v Hayes-- 

(41) Stelybridge v Herekad . 

(—) Stevenage v KfcJdermirralet. 

(—) TeMord v RustxJen and Diamonds. 

(42) WeUng v Morecambe . 


Tennants Scottish Oip 

SemLfinai 

(—) Faklrii v Means 

(at Ibrax) . 

Bek’s Scottish League 
Premia- dvtslon 

(—1 Aberdeen v St Johnstone. 

(—) Dundee Uld v Dunteminne. 

First division 

(—1 Airdne v Dtndee ...... 

(31) Ranh v Greenock Mortal. 

132) Si Mirren v Hamtton. .... .. 

(—j Swung v Ayr....—...... . 

Second division 

(33) Brechin v Stenhausemuir . 

(—) Inverness CT v Foriw... 

(34) LMngston v Clyde .. 

135) Strarracr v Ctybebark .... 

Third dhrision 

t—i Atoon v Arbroath . .... . 

(—) Alloa v Ross County ... „. . .. ..... . . 

(36) Cowdenbeath v Berwick ....... 

(37) Dunbarton v East String . 

(38) Montrose v Queen's Pwk .... - ...... 

Dr Martens League 

Premier division 

(43) Bath v Ainerstone .... 

(44) Cambridge City vOcschesia . .. 

(45) Crawley v King's Lynn ...... .. . ....... 

l—l Gtoucesier v Button Atoton .... 

(46) Hastings v Grasley___ .. 

(47) l>taeaton v St Leonards.. 

(46) RpttrvraS v AsMwd .. 

(4^ Saftsbuy v Bromsgrove .... .. 

(—) Sitttngboume v ..... 

(—I Tamvwrrh v Forest Green. . 

(—) Woiceaer City v Merthyr .. 

FA UMBRO TROPHY: SernMnaL second leg: 
Dover (11 v Ctteflerown (2). 

FAl HARP LASER CUP: SamMratK Altflora v 
Cort (730). Finn Han* v Sheboume (7 351 


TELEVISION: Today: BBCV. FortboS 
Focus, from 1225pm. Match of toe Day 
(Ptemfcrshlp NghlgteB), horn 1020pm 
(repeated lomorrow at 830am) Sky 
Sports 1: Spanish League (live), from 7pm 
Tomorrow B 8 C 1 : Mafcfi at me Day (FA 
Cip sem-lriel and Premiership highigtesl, 
hum 1026pm (TV: FA semi final, 
Pssenal v Wokiarwrcten tfrra}, Itom 
1130am Ctamal 4: Footbai Ba ha (We 
carnage ol friemaaonaie v Sanpdoria), 
from 245pm; Planet FootbaB Ltoe (We 
coverage ol Feyenoord v Rotterdam), from 
4.55pm Sky Sports 1: TannentB S 00 RM 1 
Cup scnc-finaJ, Rangers v Celtic (We), from 
5pm Sky Spate Z FA Cip semi-trial, 
Nencatate v SJ«fiaa UthhT (live), from 
230pm 

RADIO: Today; BBC Radio 5 live: Live 
coverage d a Premiership match n a»rt 
on S, from ipm. Tomorrow: BBC Radio 5 
Lhe: Live coverage ol Doth FA C 14 ) 
matches n Sunday Sport, tram 12pm. 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Southern rftrision: gr.ih 
and Belvedere v Qashlev. Faietwn v Tiowcndoe 
Havait v Ctevedem Maraaie v Waeitoovite 
Newport low v Orcnwaor Town Weacn"suoei- 
Mare v Bata*. WwnoultivCiXleriofd Wnnm v 
Tontmdge Angels. Vale v Fisher London Midlaid 
division: BOston v RecWnto. BtakenaB v Badwcflh 
ftacMsy Town v Stourbridge, likesron v RC 
Warwicfs. Moor Green v Sutton CotdfieU Town 
Rainte T v Ereeham; Ste«wd v HreWov Uld V3 
Rugby v Shepshed D. Wisbech Town 1 Pagei r 
RYMAN LEAGUE' Pre m ie r dvtsion: Avtestwrv v 
Di*«cn; Basrigstoke v Gravesend and Nontitieet 
Bishop’s Sloraord v Si Atoans (at Ware FC] 
Boreham Wbod v Sutton limed. Bromle>- v 
Chesrtam; Castalon v Enfifld. Harrow v Purfteer 
Hendon v Dagenham end fladbndgc-. l-hctwi v 
Heytjridge. Kvigstonlan v feadmq Wanon ana 
Heranam v OUnd Ctry Hret chision: 
Berthamstod v Chertsor. Grays v Herrfxon 
Leetoerhead v Croydon. Maidenhead V Brtencay. 
Motesay v Aldershot Town: Romtord v Bogru 
Regis, Staines v Barton Rovers: Thame Utd v 
WhyteteaJe Wembley v Abingdon Town. 
WaRngham v UvCndge. Wbntung v Leyton 
Pennant Second ifvteon; Banstead v Toorng 
and Utcham. Bariung v Hungertord. Bedlord T v 
Whham. BradtfW* v TMtuav. Carrvey Island v 
toariw. ChaBort St Peter v Braintree. Cheshuni v 
Leighton Town: MeiropoGun Ptrtce v Horsham. 
WeakfeJcne v Enham; Windsor and Eton v 
Northuood: Whemoe v Edgware. Third dhrotoa 
CohnthiafvCasuate v Epsom and EweK. DorVjng v 
Ware: East Thurrock v Croydon, FlackweU Heam v 
Wbigeia and Finchley. Ford Uld v Trng. Harlow v 
Lores. Hemet Hempstead v Ctapron Herttoid v 
Aveley. Kmgstxry v CarnOertey Town. Southall v 
Homchuch. 

UNtBOND LEAGUE: Premter tflvteUn: ABnncham 
vSpertnymoorSamberBndge vRadctifto. Barrow 
vRurccm: Bishop ^jcMandvCoiwyn Bey. Errtey 
v Atfraon, Gainsborough v Biyto Spartans. 
Guiseiey v Wnslord, Lancaster v Fnckley; Legh 
RMIvHyde. MarinevBoston (4 15 ) FiisldMsion: 
Buoon v FMoa Eastwood Town v Stocksbtrige 
PS. Gretna v Congleron. Lincoln United v 
Neineriekt. Matlock Town vFarsiey Cetbc. Trattord 
v Great Harwood. Whitby v Atvon Widey Bay v 
Beiper Town. VMarVnglon v Hsnogaie Town. 
Worksop v Dtoylesden 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Aberystwyth v Conwy 
(230), Bangor City v Newtown (ZOl Barry v 
Cemaes Bav (2 30l. Caernarfon v Havertotdwesi 
(230;:Caerans v Connah s Quay (2 30). Carmar¬ 
then Town v TNS |2 30): Cvrrrtran v Porthmadog 
(20). Ebbw V^e v FSiyt (2 30|. Inter Cable-Tel v 
FSm Town (20). Welshpool v Rhayader Town 
(230). 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE: Pre¬ 
mier revision: Ahnondsbuiv v North Leigh. 
Burnham v Banbury. Endste^h v Biceaer 
Waraage v KJmtuy 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: Fiat 
(Melon: BedkngiDn Teniers v South Shields. 
Croak v Seeham Red Star, Ounston Federation v 
Shtbor: Gtvsborough v Consea' iarrow Ftoohng v 
Duhanr. Morpeth v RIM Newca&lte. Murlon v 
Stoddon; Penrith v Northallerton. Tow Law v 
EMign 

WWSTONLEAD KBIT LEAGUE: Hrs dMsfen: 
Beckenham v Slade Green, Chatham v 
Thamesmead: Cray v Enttv CrochanhU v Deal: 
Folkestone Invidfl v Sheppey Greenwich v Heme 
Bay; Lordswood v Tunbridge Wells: Swartay 
Funese v Hythe: VCD v Caniertiury 
SCREWHX DffiECT LEAGUE: Premier dhrision: 
Bridport v Cokn; Ctfippenhren v Chard: Keynsham 
v Bridgwater Mefcsham v Bmore. Tomngion v 
Odd Down; Wectoury v Paul an R, Taunton v 
Brtsfri^on. 

MMERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier division south: BaiVng3lde v 
FWngdon Boro, Beaconsneld v Waltham Abbey; 
Cockwsters v Hartwell. Haringey Bora v Brack 
House; St Margsrasbuy v Haratield: Woodkxd v 
Amcrtham. Premier dNsion north: Brache Spans 
v London Colney; HoddBadon v Royston. Landlord 
v PdCote Bar Town; Ukon Keynes v LsfchMtrth; 
Trxkington v Ariesey Town. Wekvyn Garden v 
Harpenden. 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Find * 
vision: Cambridge Uld v West Ham (1101; 
Chariton v Norwich (1101: GiUngham v Crystal 
Palace (11 Q). Ipswich v Arsena (HO). Poris- 
mcuh v Tottenham (11 0): Soitnnd v Queens 
Park Rangers (11.0). Wattord v Furiem (11.0). 
Second revision: Bristol C4y v Brentford (If 01. 
Ccfcheeter^vTcfflarttem (11 . 0 ). UconvWintiedon 
jl LO L^ReedtoB v Wyointoe (11.Q; S windon v 

ENOStBGH I6URANCE MDLAND COMBINA¬ 
TION: Premier dhriao n: Alveduch v Merr KA. 
Chestyn Hay v WeflBSbaune; CWesMt v studey 
BKL; Covertly Sphiret v Haggle. GPT (Coventry) 
v Boston Community Colege: Handrehen Tmbers 
v Kendworth. Kngs Heath v David Lloyd AFC; 
Masoey Ferguson v Botehall S. Southam v 
Continental Star. Wbrcestero v Dudley Sports 
OLD BOYS LEAGUE: Premier division: Lalymer 
OB v Old Ignatans; Old Meadoruans v Ertleld OG: 
Old Ternsonlans v QU Vaughaniarts Senior first 
revision: Old Islewonhians v PhoenL OB; C'd 
Salvetonans v Old Mancnans. OU Wteonans v 
OU TlffrtEins, CM Buckweffians v Chertsey OS 
HIGHLAND LEAGUE: Oacrt»cud»n v Core; 
Dewaronvale v Rothes: Karth v Naim County: 
Lossiemouih v Budoe Thistie: Poeiheed v Biota 
COURAGE COMBINED COUNTIES LEAGUE: 
Premier dhrision: Cobham v Fetlham. Cranieigh v 
Weafleld; Femhom vChpgead. Hartlgr VWnlney v 
Ashtord; Netheme v Reading Town. Vfdng Sports 
v Merstham. Wafion Casuals v Co« 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: First 
dhrUon: Bursoough v Ros&endale, Cirtheroe v 
AtoBrton CoBlartes. HaslingdenvSl Hetens. HolVer 
Old Boys v Chaddenon. Mane Road v Btechpocl 
Rovers Moeslev v Danten Newcasrie Town v 
Ramobonom. Prescot Cables v Atherton LR. 
Saiotd v Wamngton Cup: SemFflnaL second 
leg: Vauxtiali GM v Gloeaop North End 
ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier division: 
Brentwood v Saffian Waktan, Concord Rangers v 
SawOndgeworih Hultondge Sports v Groa 
Wekartng: East Ham v Btord: Sianstad v Basti- 
donU 

BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE- Premier dwlslon- 
Blcwwtch S v Siouipon S. Bnertey Hill T v 
EtungshaD: Dortaaon v Cradtey Town: Gomal A v 
Stafford T. Malvem T v Ludlow T: TnridaJe v 
Bustteh j frne; Wesiflalds v Wasafl Wood. Wotva- 
tampon C v Vtatoertempton. 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE: Pre¬ 
mier dvWon: Clarion v Buy Ttxvn, Fgfienham v 
Hbton; Gorieston v Sudbury Tn Halstead v Ely. 
Harwich and Partesran v Great Yarmwtn: 
Lowestoft v Stowmarket: Sohatn v Tiptree. 
Sudbury w v Diss. Waboys v Felftoacme P and T: 
Wwion v Newmariiet; Wrorham v Woodtindge 
Town 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Ffrst division: 
Lyrrmgion v AFC Newbury. AeroswuctUBs v 
Gosport. BAT v Whnchurch Bemenon Heath v 
Thar chant Tovm, Cowes Sports v BaanerXAAtv 
East Cowes v Brockerriuret. EaaJ«^ v Dwmi on 
Portsmcuh v Romsey. Wimbotne vAndowar 

TOMORROW 


Semi-finals 

‘t Sheffield Utd v Newcastle 

(at CHd Traitotd) . 

t Wolverhampton v Arsenal 

(at VAa Park, 120). 

PA Carling Premiership 

t Derby v Chetsaa... 

Nationwide League 
First division 

Notttngtom Forest v Ipswrch (1205) . 

Tennenis Scottish Cup 

Semi-final 

Rangers v Celtic 

(at CaWc Park. 5.Q) . 

Bell's Scottish League 
Second division 

Queen ol South v East Fite. 

FA UMBRO TROPHY: Semifinal, second leg: 
Southport (1) v Slough (£ 1 ) 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Southern division: 
Dartfcidv Fleet T. 

FAl HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
(Sveion: Slgo v Si Patrick's Ato (3 15) 
SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE' Premier dwtaSon: 
Tcnlng ton vMeAsham 

FA WOMEN'S PREMIER LEAGUE- Notional 
dMskyi; Wembley v Arsenal (28). BetWamstad v 
Croydon (2 QV Doncaaar u Brarflord (2 01. MOkMail 
V Liverpool (2.0); Tranmera v Everton (20). 
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National obsession with race that stays the course 


L ike the FA Cup Final, 
the Martel! Grand 
National is an institu¬ 
tion not just in the 
sporting calendar but in Brit¬ 
ish public life, when 1 walk 
into the paddock at Ain tree 
this afternoon, in a procession 
of excited colleagues, we will 
feel the eyes of die nation — 
and beyond — upon us. Who 
knows which of our mounts 
might join the list of names 
that have made this the most 
famous race in the world? 

Names such as Foinavon 
and Devon Loch, synonymous 
with the role luck can play at 
Ain tree; and others, such as 
Red Rum and Aldaniti, that 
will always stand for the role 
of heroes, on four legs or two. 

Unhappily, there is no point 
pretending that horses and 
jockeys alone explain the 
race's grip on people who, as a 
rule, take little interest in our 
sport. 

In recent years, the National 
has twice suffered trauma. In 
1993. die starting tape 
wrapped around my neck as 
racing endured a day of severe 
embarrassment The void race 
was not the fault of any one 
person, but it certainly taught 
a few lessons. By contrast 
racing could be proud of the 
way it responded to a different 
crisis 12 months ago. 

When we were told about 
the bomb scare, like everyone 



else 1 left all ray things — 
including clothes and car keys 
— in the weighing-room. We 
were freezing, but tea and 
brandy were passed round 
and I was lucky enough to 
hitch a ride with Robert Alner. 
the trainer, as far as Runcorn, 
where we found a hotel. I 
borrowed some dothes from 
Chris Maude's brother-in-law, 
which were a rather loose fit 
Many jockeys ended up 
dancing the night away in 
Liverpool, still wearing their 
breeches and colours, and the 
sauna on Monday was crowd¬ 
ed and high-spirited. It was a 
wonderful effort to stage the 
race then, sealing another 
remarkable chapter in the 



Aintree story. 

My own Grand National 
story has been full of thrills 
and I am looking to Samlee 
today for a third success. 1 
could not have asked for a 
better companion through my 
first five Nationals than West 
Tip. In 1985, we fell at BecheTs 


second time round but we got 
it right the next year. He had 
so much you look for in a 
National horse — clever, lots 
of scope, stamina and a fine 
instinct for self-preservation. 

It was hard to absorb at the 
time. I had barely ridden in 
point-to-points three years ear¬ 


lier. yet I had realised the 
dream of every jockey. In a 
sense, then, I could savour the 
experience rather more with 
Miinnehoma in 1994. The 
ground was testing and 1 knew 
there wouldn’t be many finish¬ 
ers. In fact, I was wondering if 
we would be among them. But 


some horses, especially the 
less straightforward ones, 
really respond to the Aintree 
challenge. 

You know by the time you 
get to The Chair whether or 
not they are taking to the 
place. Oddly, however, you 
cannot always be certain that 


they will have the same confi¬ 
dence if they go back. So I have 
to hope that Samlee will have 
fend memories of his last visit 
when he won the Bechet 
Chase in November. 

I found him just a bit careful 
when I schooled him for the 
first time the other morning. 


But Philip Hobbs, his trainer 
had moved his school^ 
fences and perhaps he was jus 
having a look because fe 
pinged them the next tirne. 
Samlee is tough and has 
plenty of stamina. I am took- 
ing forward to riding him, 
despite the fact that i have had 
a week of saunas and slarva- 
lion to get down to my mini, 
mum weight, a couple or 
pounds over ten stone. 

T he horses 1 wfl] ^ 
keeping an eye 
include Rough Quest, 
favourite to repeat his 
win of two years ago. He has 
class and Terry Casey is a 
good trainer, while Earth 
Summit stays well and loves 
the mud. 

If Ain tree's big fences sum 
up the perils of my job. then 
likewise they provide the most 
vivid explanation as to why vie 
do it. 1 am only riding Samlee 
because David Bridgwater 
has had to retire through 
injury — and David, not yet 
30. was at the top of his 
profession a year or two ago. 

Of course, I am hopeful of 
winning. But every jockey 
shares one higher ambition - 
that every horse and every 
rider gets back in one piece. 
And it would also be nice it 
this time, it is only the glory of 
the race that makes the 
headlines. 



STATISTICAL VIEW 


Our Mortgage Adviser will talk to gou 
wherever and whenever gou want. 


Under starter's orders for the house buyers 
chose? Then look no further than Nat West. 

Mot only con you rely on our highly trained 
staff for expert advice, we-'li oiso chat about 
your mortgage needs wherever end whenever it 


ityPTOAGC 


is convenient tor uou. 

What's more, with a wide range of mortgages 
to choose from, one's sure to suit you. 

And we're there every furlong of the won to 
make it easier post the- post. 

c!> Nat West 

More than just a bank 


Having won numerous awards, and with 
our impeccable breeding, what better bet than 
Not West for mortgages? 

Pop into uour local branch and vve'ii saddle 
up to meet you wherever and whenever uou want. 


Vbull find us on the Internet on http://www.notwest.co.uk 
_ yqur home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on ft. 

Rtf. No. 12072 


Earth Summit set to 
scale record heights 

By Jack Waterman 

EARTH SUMMIT, winner of both the Scottish and Welsh 
equivalents, has a chance to make history in the Maiteil Grand 
NationaL No horse has previously won all three. Music Hall 
and Sergeant Murphy, in 1922 and 1923 respectively, were the 
first to succeed at Aintree after taking the Scottish NationaL 
which was then run at Bogside. Merryman II completed a 
similar double in I960; then, after the move to Ayr, Red Rum in 
1977 and Little Potveirin 1989 have been the only others to do so. 

Even fewer are those who have captured first the Welsh 
National then the National itself — Rag Trade in 1976 and 
Corbiere in 1982-83. So it is up to Earth Summit, with the aid of 
Carl Llewellyn, the winning rider on Party Politics in 1992, and 
with a weight in the handicap proper, to go for the record. 

JOCKEYS: Cad Ueweflyn apart there are two other previous winning 
jockeys. Mick FitzgerakJ. aboard Rough Quest again, attempts to repeal 
their 1996 feaL Richard Dunwoody, with two victories, a second, a third 
and two fourths from 12 rides, has the best record. 

TRAINEES: Both Jenny Pitman and Martin Pipe will today achieve the 
remarkable totals of 35 runners each in the big race since 1961. Pitman's 
yield has been two winners, a second and three thirds. Today she runs 
only Nahthen Lad, ninth last year and dropped in the weights. Martin 
Pipe, with one previous victory and a runner-up. makes his usual mass 
assault Terry Casey and Josh Gitford are the remaining successful 
trainers. 


PREVIOUS WINNERS: No horse since Red Rum has won the race more 
than once. From Rag Trade to Party Politics, no fewer than nine former 
winners have tried, fait none succeeded although several have reached 
places. Rough Quest will be attempting to put the record straight this 
afternoon. 

HANDICAP: The single most important factor in determining the winner. 
Only the flew horses from Nahthen Lad upwards have a proper handicap 
mark. 7hi6 bracket has provided 22 of the past 25 winners since 1972. All 
the rest of the field are carrying more weight than they should 

BETTING: Also since 1972, only two clear favourites and one pint- 
favourite have won. There have also been seven successful outsiders, 
but overwhelmingly the most likely winner, although not the first market 
choice, is one that is well backed. Fourteen winners started between 9-1 
and 16-1 in the relevant period. 

VERDICT: Earth Summit can win from Nahthen Lad and Rough Quest 


COMPREHENSIVE FORM GUIDE 


SUNY BAY IBi 5th of 17 to Cod 
Dawn In chase grade 1 at Chelten¬ 
ham (3m 2f 110yd, good) with 
Challenger Du Luc (11b better off) 
241 7th and Rough Quest (101b 
better off) fell. 

SCOTTON BANKS 441 3rd of 6 to 
The Tdseach In handcap chase at 
Doncaster (3m 2 f, soft). 

GENERAL CRACK pulled up in 
chase at Wncanton (3m if 110yd, 
good to firm): previously a distance 
last of 3 to Evangel ica in handcap 
chase at Newton Abbot pm 2f 
110yd, good to firm). 

GO UNIVERSAL 231 4th of 7 to 
Dublin Flyer in handicap chase at 
Cheltenham (2m 5f, good) with 
Pashto (levels} 241 5th and ChaT 
longer CXj Luc (4b worse off) 3116th; 
previously harvScap chase at 
Kemp ton (2m 4f 110yd, good to 
firm). 

C1EL DE BRtON 301 Bth ot19 to Bleu 
De Paques in hurdle at Enghlen (2m 


Deter 

SACUfitij so 


ST MELUON FAIRWAY a distance 
8th of 13 to Unguided Missfe h 
handicap chase at Cheltenham (3m 
If. good to soft) with What A Had 
0b better off) a distance 9th and 
Gimme Five (21b worse oft) pufled 
up. 


IBB 


STORMTRACKER 31*1 2nd of 11 to 
Domaina De Pron in handicap chase 
at Newcastle (4m if. good) with 
Samlee (41b better off) 131 3rd. 
KBJoshln (71b worse off) 281 7th, 
Scotton Banks (14tb better olf) 441 
8th and Chotety (7Tb worse off) M. 

POND HOUSE beat Rupptes 51 In 6- 
runner handicap chase at Cartmd 
(2m If 110yd, good to firm); pre¬ 
viously 4313rd of 5 to Brambteberry in 
handicap chase at Bangor (2m 4f 
110yd, good). 

BRAVE HIGHLANDER 101 2nd oi 6 
to Sail By The Stars in handcap 
chase at Chepstow (3m 2f 110vd. 
soft) with KTOeshin (levels) 4015th 

HILLWALK pulled up in handicap 
chase at Market Rasen (4m if. 
heavy), previously pulled up 
handcap chase at Kefso (3m 41, 
good to soft). 

JOE WHITE putted up m handcap 
chase at Musselburgh (3m, good to 
firm); previously 211 last of 6 to The 
Last Ring ri handicap chase at 
Welherby (2m 4f, good to soft) 

DO RIGHTLY 2314fh of 9 (o Rapjac* 
Lad In handicap chase al Chepstow 
(3m, good) with Mapte Dancer (10b 
worse off) pulled up. 

FABRICATOR 641 15 th fa 17 to 
Edredon Bleu tn handicap chase at 
Cheltenham (2m 110yd, good); pre¬ 
viously 1614th of 5 to Marble Man n 
handicap chase at Carlisle (2m. 
30 ft). 

PASHTO 341 4th of 1 1 to Eulogy n 
handicap chase at Sandown [3m. 
good to soft) with Green h3 tart 
Away (1 lib better olf) pufled up. 
RADICAL CHOICE a 2nd Of 6 10 
Papensinq in novice cteise al Ayr 
(3m, good to soft): previously nowce 
chase at Ayr (3m 11 . good to soft) 

DAMAS pulled up in novice handt- 
cap hurdle at Taunton (2m 3f 110 yd. 


in 6-runner amateur handicap chase 

at Wrdsor (2m 5f. good). 

CHOI STY beat Miss Diskin Ifcllnfr 
runner handicap chase at Warwick 
Om 5f. soft). 

GRIFFINS BAR 9W 5th of 11 lo 
samlee (levels) in handicap chase al 
Aintree pm 31, good to soft). 
prevKiusiy handicap chase al Antree 
( 2 m 6f, good). 

WNTER BELLE 231 6 th of 14 to tn 
Tmth m amateur handicap chase al 
Cheltenham (3m it. good to sett) 
worse off) 61f gift 

^Jr wah Danc * r (31b worse oft 
pitted up. 
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^ AVROANSON 
^ Jodwy: Peter Niven 

Sixth in me race a year ago and comes 
h«e today with an unusual preparation 

-a run on the Ret at Doncaster test 
'as*. T®*- Julie Camacho attempts to 
A become only the second woman to train 
% a National winner, but this Awo Arson 
could be founded by the soft going. 


tociasy; Richard Johnson 

leading pte*er as a novice, hut that was 
three years ago and he has nin only sk 
times since. Chances on faa first two 

Jhhs this season. Including a win at 
Cheltenham, but must Improve on Ms 
test two. in recent weeks the David 
Nicholson stable has been slmUerly 


BRAVE HIGHLANDER 

*** Jockey: Philip Wde 

Represents the seme owner and 
trainer as 1981 winner Aldanlti. who. 
Uke this one. was returning from Infury. 
Plenty of sfanflamles. but enough to 
>. •: suggest another victory? UnHkaty. 
though as Afdarrlti proved. Aintree is 
the place for fairytales. 


f£S CELTIC ABBEY 
^ Jockey: Norman Wmiamson 


In fifth when unseating rider at The 
Chair as a 66-1 shot last year. Mton Ms 
next two easily, but blotted his copybook 
with a failure to complete last time. 
Unproven on soft pound. His promising 
trainer was knocked unconscious when 
she took part in the National as a rider. 


CHALLENGER DU LUC 
us ^ i Jockey. Tony McCoy 


Character or downright rogue? One of 
the very best In the Martin Pipe yard, but 
has failed to win in seven starts this 
term, defying even the persuasive skills 
of champion Jockey McCoy. No 
questioning his ability, the same cannot 
be said about his application. 


Egg CHOISTY 

Jockey. Richard McGrath 

Hes won three of his seven starts over last 
two seasons, and fallen or unseated in 
\ the rest Name hints at a cross between 
i choree and tasty, but Jong odds suggest 
X* neither is particularly applicable to Ms 
'■ prospects. Swindon farmer Ted Haynes 
seeks dream harvest 


C1ELDEBRJON 
Jockey: Ihieny Doumen 

Both French-trained winners of the 
Natioral came In the 1860s. but Francois 
Doumen has taken home several other of 
V \ our Mg prfaes. Fourth in the Hennessy 
X showed he could have the class and 

■ stamina, and there are excuses far his two 
efforts since. No fortom hope. 


COURT MELODY 
Jockey: Timmy Htephy 

Much Improved over last two seasons, 
and twice won in good style in February. 
A bad mistake at Haydock last time was 
a reminder of regular Jumping errors 
earlier in his career, but he safety 
negotiated the Aintree fences when 
second to Samlae in November. 


DAMAS 

Jockey: Jamie Evans 

Scored at Windsor In December, but in 
doing so made several jumping 
mistakes and hinted strongty at why his 
other nine starts this season have been 
over hurdles. Alt of those races have 
been tt around 2% miles, so moves up 
significantly in distance and class. 


jgjp DECYBORG 

“—*• Jockey: Pant Carfaeny 

Official ratings make him the least 
talented runner In the field, a dubious 
honour he shares with Maple Dancer 
\ Bnd Winter Belle. Consistent at the minor 
tracks, but found his entry at the 
Cheltenham Festival lasttime much too 
ambitious. Looks out of Ms depth again. 


HP DIWALI DANCER 
™ Jockey Robert Thornton 

Onty made his steeplechasing debut in 
January Has gained three victories in 
novice chases but more demanding 
assignments on his two latest starts 
• have not offered much encouragement 
for today. A dancer unlikely to force his 
way out of the chorus. 


3.45 MARTELL GRAND NATIONAL 

.(Handicap chase: £212;569:'4m 4f) (39 runners) : ix 

1 2-1145 SUNYBAY.16 (G,SJ (UplandsBloodstock) C Brooks 9-124i..,£... G Bradley 186 

• 2 2-233F ROUGH QUEST16 (CD,G,S) (A Wales) T Casey t2-11-4:.^.^.....^....M A Fitzgerald 173 

3 222F4G CHALLENGER DU LUC 16 (B,F f G,S) (D Johnson) M Pipe 8-11-3.^.A P McCoy 168 

4 46-P03 SCOTTON BANKS 28 (C,G,S) (I Bray) Tiasterby 9 : 10-7 LWyer 130 

5 6-1360 BANJO 70 (C,F r G,S) {D Mercer) 0 Nicho lson8-10-7. R Johnson 166 

6 /55165 EARTH SUMMIT 35 (B,G,S) (Summit F*tnrsTwo) N Twistofr-Davies IO-tO-5 ... C Llewellyn 172 

y: 7 7 . U65-3P AVR0 ANSON 8F(F,G) tfxpm) Miss J A Camacho 10-10^_.. DOUBTFUL 140 

$ ■ ;0-33P6 NAHTHEN LAD 35 (B.G.S) (J Shaw} Mrs J Pitman 9-10-3 i.___.....__ R Farrarrt 179 

i ^.;-03U2P DUN BELLE 35 (G,S) (Mrs A Connolly) P Fahy (Ire) 9-1(Hl..TPTreacy 166 

^:i1P-3P GENERAL CRACK 37 (F.G.Sj (Mrs S Ulley) P Nicholis 9-;tQ-P . MrJTezard 138 

: :4T /F2P4- GO UNIVERSAL 434 (C.F.G.SJ (Universal Conference LidjrN Chance 10-10-0 MrS Durack 122 

12' 602440 CIEL DE BRION 31 (B,G,S) (H de Pracomtal) F Doumen (R18-10-0 T Doumen 165 

^.13 2341 IP . COURT MELODY 35 (B,G,S) (M Cobum) P Nicholls 10-10-0 ...TJ Murphy 163 

; : U11-4P CELTIC ABBtf ;84 (F f G,S) (C & A Darters) Miss V Williams 10-10-0 ............ NWHBamson 158 

= 5 ?15 111132 HIM OF PRAISE 35 (G,S) (M St Quinton) 0 Sherwood 8-10-0._ CFSwan 155 

16. 142-PO INTO THE RED 14 (C.F.G.S) (J Huckle) Mrs M Reveiey 14-10-0............ .D Gallagher 137 

.17 -22P40 WHAT A HAND 13 (G.S) (J McCarthy) P Nicholls 10-10-0. CMaude 144 

18 35-560 . STMELUON FAIRWAY 18 (G,S) (St Mellion Estates Ltd) P R Webber 9-10-0 ... A Thornton 139 

19 351133 SAMLEE 42 (BF i C I F,G,S) (White Lion Partnership) P Hobbs 9-10-0.R Dunwoody 156 

20 y3003P GIMME FIVE 18 (G,S) (J P McManus) E 0-Grady (Ire) 11-10-0....K Whelan 143 

21 M)PRP_ GREENHILTARE AWAY21 (F.G.S) (Salvo Glannini)PHcAbs 10-10-0.. SMoNeil) 100 

22 2-4422 STORMTRACKER 42 (F) (T Davis) C Weedon 9-10-0_. DOUBTFUL 155 

23 -1FP2P YEOMAN WARRIORS (G,S) (Mrs H-Alwefn) R Rowe 11-10-0. R Guest 149 

24 1F-131 POND HOUSE 222 (C,F,G) (C Reet) M Pipe 9-10-0 . TDascombe 130: 

25 4U1142 BRAVE HIGHLANDER21 (G,S) (S Enibiricos) J GiltonH0-10-G.... P Hide. 144 , 

26 -U61PP HltLWALK 99 (F.G^S) (M Shorte) R Curtis 12-10-Q MrRWaktey 143 

27 24F6P- JOE WHITE 463 (C > F,G f S)-(Mrs E Rhodes) J Howard Johnson 12-10-0...... Mr T McCarthy 133 

28 111FP DIWAU DANCER taXB.F.G.S) (B Case) M Pipe 8-10-0 Li.....- v L..l. R Thornton 133 
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54P505 KILLESHIN21 (C^S) (H Manners) H-Manners 12-104) 

23/P24. DO RIGHTLY 1 i (S) (M.{it^^M Bradstock9-t0-0 ; ..-..X.....:»......^.. 

/F6040 FABRICATOR 16, (S) f^ Clements); Mrs A Naughton 12-10-0. 

504-P4 PASHTO 21 f,D,^ ^tooth) N HendersonT 1 -10-0^ .i; 

3/12U2 RADICAL CH0iCE'2t.(G) (G ehartton) J Chariton 9^0-0 

1213IP DAMAS 96 (B£G&) (FG Wilson) M Pipe 7-10-0 

1U-2F1 CHOISTY 2fr(6,^ (A^intehR) H Haynes 8-10-0 

P5U-5F GRIFFINS BAR 2<G)' (M^ffflfri) Mrs-P Siy 10-10-0 

2-5116 WINTER BELLE 15(G^V (Mrs M BirdVJ Howard JohnsbrvlO-16-ff • 


. S Curran 167 

_P Holley 15Q 

. J Supple 141 

JRKavanagh 122 

. B Storey 144; 

. J Evans 119 

... R McGrath 143: 
; r GTormey 133 
Mr C Bonner 128 


37 2-5116 WINTER BELLE 16(Gj$) (Mrs M Bird) J Howard Johh^^.10^1Mr C Bonner 128 

38 3-5PPP MAPLE DANGER 1t-^^).(Dr I ShenMh) D GShenkin 74 

39 122300 DECYBORG 18 (F,G) (TNeill) M Pipe E-TO-O PCarbeny 100 

Long handicap: Dun Belle 9-12,6eneraJ.S^i|-12.6o Universal 9-10. del De Brbni^^Court Melody 9-10. Celtic Abbey 9- 
9. Him 01 Praise 9-7, Into The Red 9-7, What A Hand 9-5, St-Mefljon Fairway 9-5, Samlee 9-4, Gimme Five 9-3, Greenhil Tare 
Away 9-1, Stomrtracker 9-0. Yeoman Wanidr fi^ll, Pond Hodsdj^, Brave HOlwalk 8-8; Joe White 8-8, Diwali 

Tfencer 8-7. Wlleshin 8-6, Do Rightly 8-6, Fafincator 8-4, PasWe^^, Radical Choice fe Damas 8-0, Choisty 7-13, Griffins Bar 
7-12, Winter Belle 7-10, Maple Dancer 74tg:EMytK«g T-10.TOM . ->■ 1 

• . - . • ifW'VW-. ;v:®. • 

LAST YEAR: (nin on Monda^^SRD GyLLBSmiW) A'Dqtt^M-1) S Brookshaw 36 ran 


v.'. 


Earth Summit 
Him Of Praise 


ChaBenger dn Luc 
HahtftenLad 
Ctel de Brion 

Banlo _ 

Dm BeBe _ 

StDimtiackBr 
Brave Htebhwider 
Court Melody 

KTBesWn _ 

St Meffloti Bafcway 

Avro Anson _ 

efaune Rve _; 

Scotton Banks 
Celtic Abbey 
General Crack 


Ladbrokes 

6-1 

8-1 

9-1 

8-1 

9-1 

U-l 

16-1 

20-1 

20-1 

16-1 


William Hffl 
6-1 
7-1 
10-1 
10-1 
11-1 
11-1 
16-1 
18-1 
20-1 
18-1 


Winter i 


-1_100-1 


TEXT BY SEQflGE RA£ ftKQ RiCHARn ai icrr^i 


13143 QOOD TUMES 33 (BF^ASHMra D Robtaaon) B Hull 324 8 West 88 
Rwecard number. Sbt-flgure form (FfeU. P putted up. U unseated rider. B 
brought down. S slipped up. R refused, D disqualified^ Hones name. Days 
since last outing: F If flaL (B Winkers. V vfeor. H hood. E EyesttiekL C couree 
wtn>w.D didance winner. CD coune and dbtenue winner. BF beaten favourite 
In latest race). Going on which horse has won IF firm, good to firm, hard. G 
good. S soft, good to soft, Heavy}, Owner In brackets. Trainer. Ago and weight. 
Rider plus any allowance. Timekeeper's speed rating. 

5SS JOE WHITE 

^ Jockey: Tim McCarthy 

The 1996 John Hughes winner over 
these fences. He unseated rider when 

returning iq Aintree that November and 

broke down at Mussalburgi the following 
month leaving him to overcome an 
absence of 463 daga. An wtute on tfve 
night? Highly unlikely. 


pi KILLESHIN 

Jockey: Sean Curran 

Seventh last year and a regular fixture In 
the other tongdistence events, none of 
which seems needy long enough for him. 
Without a Win Since February 1996. his 
best run this season was when working 
his way Into fourth in the Wefcb National 
tn December. 







fSS MAPLE DANCER 

cs Jockey: Gordon Shan Idn 


Ran four times at Stratford last season, 
winning three. Some uninspiring 
performances this term, and a failure to 
complete on his last three starts 
augBMtts his is an ambitious challenge, 
to say the least Owner Ian Shenkm 
gives the leg up to Ms son. 




NAHTHEN LAD 
Jockey: Rod Farrarrt 

Showed Impressive form to win at 
Cheltenham two years ago but without a 
\ victory since. Has looked an awkward nde 

\ on occasions yet dearly has the ability to 
play a part If producing his besL 
vL ' Represents Jenny pitman, whose National 
record demands the utmost respect 




gS Pftsmo 

jockey: John Kawanash 


Without a win for two years and has 
offered little encouragement this term 
that he is about to end that drought 
especially In a race as competitive as 
this. Likely to be prominent on the 
first circuit less certain to be so 
involved second time around. 





POND HOUSE 
Jockey: Tom Dascombe 


No Martin Pipe runner can be dismissed 
tightly, but the trainer will need all of his 
remarkable skills to coax a National 
victory from this one. Wins his share of 
races, although in much lesser company 
than he joins here. A house with little 
appeal as a desirable property. 


gig RADICAL CHOICE 
Jockey: Brian Storey 

Out to give the Chariton family a day to 
remember. Trained by Alistair Chariton 
. and owned by h® son. George, he travels 

wt in hope more than expectation. Even 

Chariton snr fears fat* of experience may 
count against him, so looks one for 
confirmed optimists onty. 




ROUGHQUEST 
Jockey: Mick Fitzgerald 

National winner two years ago under a 
supremely patient ride from Frtzgeralti. 
Only two tins century - Reynoktetown 
and Red Rum — have returned to win 
another National, but he remains a 
capable performer despite his mishap 
in the Gold Cup last time. Clear chance. 


ElF SAMLEE 



Jockey: Richard Dunwoody 

Already successful over the National 
fences this season in the Becher Chase, 
a major point in his favour. Stamina too 
fa guaranteed, although a minus mark is 
a tendency to fate time to warm up. 
Dunwoody seeks a third National after 
West Tip and MHnnehoma. 


|7H SCOTTON BANKS 

Jockey: Lorcan Wyer 

In the handicap proper, but would not 
be If he was (teed onty on his 
.. performances this year. A remote fourth 

over these obstacles In the Becher 
•-. /> Chase in November 1996, and one 

requires an even longer memory to give 
him much of a chance today. 



S7f, DO RIGHTLY 

Jockey: Paul Hofley 

His jockey has completed in tiiree of his 
four Nationals and again looks to have 
•* found a safe enough conveyance. The 
\ closest that Holley has finished is 

. a eleventh, and though Do Ftigfaty might 
'v not Improve much on that, he is of some 
Interest for a rank outsider. 



GO UNIVERSAL 

Jockey: Saamas Durack 

First ride In the race.for the top 
amateur rider of the season, end a 
firat race this term for Go UnNereal. 
Previously trained byCnartte Brooks, 
for whom he was jusf touched off In 
the John Hughes over this couree. 
fall order on seasonal debut 


l';. ^1 ;Vv. I 

mm 


HILLWALK 
Jockey: Rupert Waldey 

Successful twice last season and once 
this, his latest win coming m a small 
field at Cheltenham. Habit of jumping 
low does not inspire confidence in his 
prospects of getting round, something 
he has fated to do on his fast two 
starts. An uphUI struggle. 



ST MELLION FAIRWAY 
Jockey: Andrew Thornton 

Cbpatife of fair form but has been 
bunkered by three modest runs this term. 
Soft ground will help, although 
improvement will be needed to get 
Involved attire business end. Thornton is 
enjoyinga magnificent season, including 
a Cheltenham Gold Cup victory. 


DUN BELLE 

Jockey: Tommy Treacy 

The Irish have not won this race since 
1975 and not been placed since Ebony 
Jane in 1994. Every chance on her 
second in the Irish Gold Cup but Illness 
got the better of her at Haydock last 
time. Not without a chance, but has to 
put that fast run behind her. 





GREENHIL TARE AWAY 
Jockey: Simon McNeQl 

Onca looked a promising Grand 
National candidate, but that was two 
years ego and injury has Intervened. 
Having pulled up three times, been 
tailed off onca and refused once, he 
has almost nothing to recommend 
him In five starts this term. 





ES? HIM OF PRAISE 

Jockey. Charter Swan 

Thorough stayer, much improved this 
season when he completed a winning 
\ sequence of six. Has his quirts, though, 
\ and his tendency to run fazlty means Ws 
\xi jockey win earn his fee. Top Irish rider 
y Charlie Swan has the pleasure. Hard 
work but could be rewarding. 




■Sr? STORMTRACKER 

— Jockey: Doubtful runner 

Stays. Jumps and fc In fine form, but the 
ground looks to haw turned against 
him fas best efforts are on going no 
softer than gpod. Second over another 
> marathon trip In the Elder Chase at 
v Newcastle last time showed what he 
can do with conditions in his favour. 


ST"' 



rf- EARTH SUMMIT 

Jockey: Cart UeweHyn 

Already the winner of Scottish and Welsh 
Nationals, the tatter a spectacular return 
to form in December. TWo modest runs 
smee. but at fas best few can match his 
-. • mi* of class and stamina. Aintree press 

-- officer Nigel Payne Is among his owners. 

Live prospects. 


^ FABRICATOR 
^ Jockey: John Supple 

Has Shown ability In previous seasons 
but not nearly so much this term. 

Recent career dogged fcy Injury and was 

tailed off at Cheltenham after recent 

mow from Ireland. Also, proven onty « 

up w 2 fcm. so plenty to find to have any 
kind of chance. 

iGENERAL CRACK 
jocJtay: Joe Ttaard 


y 





m GRIFFINS BAR 

Jockey: fflon Tbrmey 

Was also at huge odds here In 
November when ha finished fifth. A 
. blunder at the Canal firm ended another 

► surprisin^y bold sh«v In the 1997 John 

M Hughes, a race he contests a^in this 
year, but he looks out of his depth even 
If Aintree does tiring out the best In him. 



EVgj INTO THE RED 
SaiS Jockey: Dean Gatiagher 

Berenyear-oids have a good recent 
record in the race and several 12 yearotds 
have obliged, but lAyearoWs are a bit 
lor^ in the tooth. Has plenty of experience 
of tire Aintree fences but into the red Is 
the most (Biaiy destination of any 
Investments In this quarter. 


VALENTWFS CANAL TURN 


ru.-i: V.. ■( 


lumps soundly and should st^y well, but 
those quallffeanorB have looted wfadtertc 
so far this season ^ven how badly ne hes 
been running. Needs a return fa form, and 
quickly. Young amateur jockey TraanJ fell 
at the fourteenth on his first crack at the 
race fast year. 

G1NIME FIVE 
Jockey: Ken Whelan 

Has some decant form in Ireiancunn 
ran badly at Chetentefh >83 
Confidence in him b further dertM^i 

the Irish champion JockqrOiarifaS«ns 

report that Gimme Five was 

mat day, ballooned the first fence and 

tost interest thereafter. 



THE Grand National course h an oval circuit of test 
miles and two fariongs consisting of 30 fences, 19 on 
the flist rireult and 14 on the second drcuiL The only 
fences not Jumped twlca are The Chair, which M 5ft 2ln 
b the NghesL and the wafer jump. 

The race was fks run on February 26,1839. when toe 
winner was the aptlynamed Lottery. Mb winning tene 
was 14min 53sec, whereas Mr Fitak. the 1990 winner, 
triumphed me record Srnfai 47£se& 


The Mtfiest number of finishers was 23 In 1984. Bruoe 
Hobbs, at 17. was the yMtqgpst jockey to win the raca. 
on Battleship in 1938, white Dick Saunders, winning 
rider on Grittar in 1982. was the oldest at 4& 
Nlneyearokfc have an outstanding record, with 32 
victories this century. E&itysaroids are the next most 
successful age bracket, wtin 14 wfnmre. Rad Rum, 
successful in 1973,1974 and 1977 is the onty home to 
has won three Grand Nationals. 




rn SUNYBAY 

Jockey: Graham Bradley 





<y 



Second to Lord Galena last year on 
ground that would have been plenty fast 
enough. Going is more suitable this time 
but has paw tor fas efforts with a weight 
of 12 stone, a burden not carried 
successfully since Red Rum In 1974. 
Plenty of quality, jumps well, but that 
weight _ 

WHAT A HAND 
Jockey: Chris Maude 

Useful hunter chaser last season but 
has failed to build on an encouraging 
Stan in handicaps this term. Form has 
steadily declined to leave him among 
the outsiders, and a swift revival b 
required to give any chance. Unlikely to 
fake a hand In the finish. 


WINTER BELLE 
Jockey: Chris Bonner 

Bonner has come third, fourth and 
fourteenth In his three National rides, all 
onoutekiers.Whatmlg)TlheBWiievfeDri 
a fancied horse? We will not find out 
with Winter Belle, whose two wins this 
season have been at a much tower level. 
Improbable belle of the National ball 


YEOMAN WARRIOR 
Jockey: Richard Guest 

Fine second ewer the National fences in 
the John Hughes ifopfty at this meeting 
lest year, which offers some 
encouragement, but record this season 
is uttered with failures to complete the 
course. Has at least a win to his name, 
but at nothing like this level. Slim 
chance onty. 
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KUSH ROUTLEDGE 



The last sight of One Man's spectacular jumping as he makes his final leap before his sad departure at the ninth fence in the Mumm Melting Chase at Ainfree yesterday 


One Man killed in fall at Aintree 


TODAY, the world offers racing a 
stage. Dependable year after year, 
the Martell Grand National re¬ 
sponds with the sport's most vivid 
drama. Inevitably, there is a mutual 
suspicion. Twelve months ago — 
having endured a crisis devised by 
the malevolence of others — the 
racing community could preen itself 
in its innocence. 

After the death of One Man on the 
eve of the great steeplechase, how¬ 
ever, it now suffers an aching crisis of 
conscience. Whether or not the 
outside world respects the reason, it 
certainly will not respect the grief. 
However enervated, however for¬ 
lorn, racing must submit itself to its 
biggest audience, and entrust its 
reputation to the remarkable re¬ 
demptive powers of the race itself. 

For the time being, however, it will 
feel like a bishop arrested in the 
middle of his ordination. The mea¬ 


sure of racing's guilt is the ardour of 
its love. For followers of the sport 
One Man distilled the most potent 
flavours of National Hunt racing. 

There was a communicable joy to 
the way he confronted the challenge 
that eventually killed him. The grey 
jumped and galloped with such brio. 
Gordon Richards, his heartbroken 
trainer, always savoured that buoy¬ 
ant athleticism, speaking of him as “a 
bouncing rubber ball”. 

And the physical freedom of One 
Man struck a chord with the people 
who watched him. with anyone who 
craved a corresponding liberation of 
spirit. There was nothing cramped or 
mean about him. 

If destiny had reserved him a 
ghastly final twist, it always seemed 
to have touched One Man. There was 
always a sense that he had been bom 
for greatness. He became an em¬ 
blem, a burnished symbol. This was 


Chris McGrath pays 
tribute to a horse 
who captured the 
public imagination 


particularly so because he had been 
the bequest of his original trainer. 
Arthur Stephenson. Before his death. 
Stephenson had confided his faith in 
the young horse to his most cherished 
companion. When Richards brought 
One Man to Cumbria — John Hales 
spent 68.000 guineas for him at the 
Crawleas dispersal in 199 3 — it was 
as though racing's baron of the 
northern hills had passed on his 
crown and sceptre. 

But, in the course of his fulfilment 
with Richards, One Man also be¬ 
came a focus for unusually intense 


pride and prejudice. For there was an 
extraordinary intimacy between his 
talent and his fragility, as he showed 
with a dramatic loss of momentum 
whenever forced off the bridle at the 
end of a race. 

in successive trips to Cheltenham, 
including when favourite for the 
Gold Cup. he suddenly faltered up 
the hill, stopping almost to a walk. 
When it happened at Kempton on 
Boxing Day. as he sought a third 
King George VI Chase, some people 
frankly concluded that One Man was 
a coward. Others wondered if he had 
some physical flaw, some brittleness, 
that emerged whenever he strained 
too hard. He was like the skin of a 
drum — booming and resonant when 
stretched tight, sadly limp when 
pierced. 

Fen- this reason, his success in the 
Queen Mother Champion Chase last 
month offers a most fitting final 


memory. If it now proves to have 
been tinged with an unwitting air of 
valediction, his return to the Chelten¬ 
ham winners enclosure that day was 
a moment of exultant vindication. By 
winning the two-mile championship, 
he showed his previous failures to 
have simply been due to lack of 
stamina. No horse could sustain that 
zest over three miles and more, 
certainly at hilly Cheltenham, even 
on the level playing field of Kempton 
when the ground was heavy. 

His earlier valour over longer 
distances lends substance to compar¬ 
isons with that other great grey, as 
■vigorous and versatile. Desert Or¬ 
chid. There is similar lustre to his 
formal record: One Man won 20 of 
his 35 races and £459.000 prize- 
money. But the true brotherhood 
between them is akin to that between 
Stephenson and Richards, a matter 
of heart and soul. 



1.45 Bellator 
220 Lake Kariba 
2.55 Istabraq 


THUNDERER 

3.45 Nahthert Lad 
435 CALLING WILD (nap} 
5.15 Freeiander 


Timekeeper's top rating: 3.45 SUNY BAY. 


GUiPftP 



101 113143 GOOD TMES13 (BF.F.G.S) (Ms 0 Rdxnson) B ffcfl 13-0_ 


tececad number SsHigaia tarn (F — lea P — 
milled up U — instated rate. B — DmugM 
Amu S — flipped up R —reused D — 
disqualified) fee's name Days sines Iasi 
man?. FH IM.(B — bltritem V — «w H — 
taod. E—Eyeireto. C — care aimer. 0 — 
distance nua CO — couse aid dte&rce 


B West (7) 08 

■row. BF — beam iwowite in Uksl we). 
Gang an *Mdi florae has wm (f — tan. flood lo 
firm, lad G—good. S—soil goad to sot. 
hour) 0*i* in Dracteb Tram. Ago and 
■agin. Rktar puo any aHowama. 
Itataepv’s spud ra&ng 


GOING: SOFT TOTE JACKPOT MEETING SIS 


1 .45 COIBION BLEU HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£18.635:2m 110yd} (5 runners) 


BBC1 


lOt 2506112 TOATREWORLD 18(DS)fl*s JUagmer)flPOWen (ke) 6 -i ;-0 GFSvran 158 

HE 021-100 GR1IB18(D.F.e.5) U Mrttaw) CRod*(In)5-11-0 CffDww Gal 

103 1-06O4U BB 1 ATQH IB (CO.G)iPFWHntailGBaMnfl 5-108- B Fenton 150 

1 IM 005522 ADVQCAT18 (DS) (High Street Synficate) NMW*(Ire)B-10-0- PCatwry 154 

105 013102 CLASSIC EAGLE 15 (D.F.G) Us D Haina 5-10-0 . -I* S Dim* (5) 139 

Long brnfiap; M«oca 9-13. Classic Eagle 90. 


BETTING- 7-4 IfiedmarU. H-4 Grimes. Be!War. 4-1 Waal 33-1 Ok* Ejpa 

1907: SHANKAR 6-10-12 R Tfomn (25-1) D Nicholson 18 on 


ThranworU 121 2 nd oM 8 to isttnq in hurdle grade 1 A 
Cheltenham (2m 110 yd. good to son) «ith Grams (141b better otf) 
43M4Bi and mm (2W0 better off) unsealed nder. Advocal 1 KI 
2nd at 27 to Blowing Wnd in nsUlcap hunte grade 3 A Chetertwn 1 (. goody. giwoush Him 
2nd olfl to hmuiave Dream In handicap hurdle a Leopartstowi 12m. soft) Classic Eagle 612nd nf 
6 to Antiguan Flyer n handicap hurdle a F 3 kertum ( 2 m. good), previously beaten a distance las) of 
9 Id Leviticus In novice fume A Kelso (2m 2t. goad). 

THEATREWORLD ran a Winder a Cheltenham and Ues a diop in class 


FORMj-QCUS 


2.20 MARTELL RED RUM CHASE 

(Grade 11: limited handicap: £25,510:2m) (7 runners) 


BBC1 


201 21-P21U J 6 FFHJL 35 (D.GLS) (TBaftyl At Moore (Ire) 8-128_COTtoyer 161 

202 24-2243 LOUDD0flCET17(D.F.aS}yHogg)JQartwB-li-9-BStorey 158 

203 1131210 KADASTROF 18 ( 0 F.OT.G.S) (Aftton) R DlcUr 8 - 11 -5_AThunton 185 

204 1I101P3 UJIffiHAN CHALLBKE 16 (D/XuS) (Cumbrian LH) T Easteby 9-11-3 ~ LWfyw 149 

205 3261435 PLVtJG UiSTRUCTCH 16 (D.F.G5) (Lair LynU) PWrtter 8-10-13_J McCarthy 155 

206 1-31040 MOAN JOCKEY 16 (TXF&S) (S UncurfM Plpa fi-10-f 1-A P McCoy JJ5 

207 1112F10 LAKE KARBA16 (DAS) (P Bate) P ttctalta 7-10-9-TJ Haply WM 


BETTWG: 3-1 Lord Dared, 4-1 JeBelL 9-2 Kadastrot B-l Carter* Qelenge. Lake ttrto. 7-1 Ftytng Instructor. 
8 -i hfian Jocfay 


1997: DOWN THE FGLL 8-10-7 N Wltanogn (30-1) J Howto Jdicwi 10 ran 


JeffeO unseated rider al Naas (2m. good to soil}; previously beat 
Celibate IMI in 9-runrer grade H handicap chase at Ascot (&n. 
soft) with Lord Dorcet (1m better off) 13) 4th and Cumbrian 
Chaienge (71b better ofl) 1917th. lad Dorcet 91 3rd of B la One Man bn grade I chase at 
Ctieterram (2m, good). Kadasfeof 23110th of 16 to Cftanpteve in (pade I chase A Cheflenham 
(2m. good to soil) with Lata Kaitra (10b bettor otf) 311 14th 

KADASTRQF is anal on Rat (racks and looks well treated 



2.55 MARTELL AINTRff HURDLE 

(Grade I: £50,050:2m 4f) (6 runners) 


BBC1 


301 171P-32 COUJER BAY 70 (BF.S)(W Sup J Qtd 8 - 1 1-7 . MAFtmraid 145 

302 1-11111 GTABHAQ 18 (D J.B.SJ U Mtftaws) A P LTBrtan (fie) 6-11-7-CFSwan RH] 

303 -236125 KKAW118(B^|HAiBW)N Twlsiai-Dwles5-11-7-CUWtfyu W 

304 -111224 PRIDWELL 1 B (0P.G.S) (Junes.BeidncSS Fleet)MPtoe 8 - 1 1-7— APMcCoy 165 

305 -111340 SAKMAHTTH0 16 (CDJ.BS) (fc ADduBa) D (Mintson 6-11-1-HMfetl) 199 

306 13-2400 SfB0raGUGHT18(V.6)(jarawi)PkfcrDtiY5-lt-r-'ROuwroody 149 

BETTING: 4-11 MOTH. 6-1 Prttae*, 8-1 Goto Biy. 16-1 Km*. 20-1 Samaria. 25-1 Snooting L 01 

1997 BUSEV 7-11-7 M A Ftegcrtd (14-11 R AMusI 7 ran 


Coder Bay20i2rdol5toDatoS»fii hurdle grade 2 A Haydock 
(2m, sofi); previously 1 VI 3rd of 6 lo Hefted in ludle grade 2 at 
OKttenharn^lf.gaotftmfflSftoo^ worse otf) 9V! 
4th. Ista&raq beat ThearemxW 121 in ift-runner hurdle nade I al Cheltenham (2m llOM. good lo 
soft) with Pndvrtl (terete) 1414th, Keraui (levels) IBI Shootag Ught (terete) 201 7th and 
Sanmarttoo (levels) 351 12th. 

ISTABRAQ cannot be opposed 38 a his demoSUon job at Cheflenham 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Whs 

Run- 

% 

JOCKEYS 

tttmws 

F6des 

% 

T Eaaetiy 

5 

16 

3U 

A P McCoy 

12 

37 

32.4 1 

D Ktnttxn 

IT 

66 

Jb» 

R Ttartai 

3 

11 

ZI2 1 

J HOMXd JOtYECIl 

6 

24 

25.0 

P Cateny 

6 

23 

26.1 

Mrs M fievrtey 

4 

2b 

mu 

ft Jafmsoi 

6 

»■ 

231 

M Pipe 

14 

m 

157 

S McNeill 

3 

17 

176 

N Twiston-taies 

9 

tii 

14 b 

C F Swan 

4 

24 

16 7 


iFQPMTOCOSi 


3.45 HARTHl GRAND NATIONAL CHASE 

(Handicap: £21Z569: 4m 41) (39 rums) 

RUNNERS AND RIDERS — SEE PAGE 41 


4.35 CHIVAS REGAL AMA1EDR RIDERS NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£7.741:2m 4f) (6 runners) 

501 1111UF9 BLAB CASTLE 181 (DJ.G) Mss LRiEStfl 7-11-10_M 8 ramm^) 127 

502 4-52011 FDHBTAl.42^ (BHatM")•<HmTOt Johosn5-11-5-CBoonarp) 110 

503 2222211 9RESPRAY23g>.OS)(IHromnos) 1*55Sm«i7-11-5 ___ RVfotej (3) 131 

504 ffl-1115 CALLHGWLD16 (GjS) (KwH 8 CujPMchod! 8-11-2_ J Tbcid IS) fflH 

505 1-U2211 PIREVAUff 16 (Dj.G.S) ( 1*5 J lupin) MW Eastoty 7-10-5_ SOoracfc^l 13Q 

506 /3P-3FP AH SHUSH 42 (Mra T Wnard) Dr P PHttad ID-10-5_ Dr P Pntfsml (7) 

BETTING: 1-4 Pureva*. 11-4 Fm$i 4-1 Eresiny. 9-2 Cateng Wild. 8-1 Ua Caste. 50-1 Ah Goto. 

fmsu beat Dr Bones 31 in 5-nmn® novice chase at Newcastle 
(2m 11 Owl. good). Brespray bete Slip® 2541 to 6-nmer novice 
chaseat^&l2m4t110yd,hfflW)-C*ngWM22158iol8lo 
Cytor Malta to chae al Cheflenham (2m 51, good). Ptmrabn beat Catos Express 181 to 7-anmr 
novice chase at Hexham (2m 110yd, soil). 

FORESTAL can continue Ids progress ova fences 



5.15 MARTHJ. NH FIAT RACE (£9.960: 2m) (17 runners) 

m 111 TWta FRANKS 63 (D. 6 .S) (F teaofl) M Krnnvml 8 - 11-12 . N Hmocte 

602 521 COCLAW 46 (B) (Mrs B CaOra) F Mrapfly 5-11-8 . Mr S Dinck 

603 5136 EASSY BLUE 17 (D^) (G Orchard) S KetfenB 6-11-8 __Mr C Bonn® 

604 I FHEB-AND81 21 (D.S) (J Mcttau) 1 J 07M 5-11-8 . Mr R Walsh 

605 316 KING'S ROAD 17 (D.S) (Ms N Jons) N Twtaon-Davcs 5-11-8 M Ketffcy 

606 3214 9XANDBI A AZAM 35 (D.S) (Uxd Dwestny) C Gant 5-11-6 Mr D GosMo 

607 21- SPUMUE 389 (G) (J Shorl) R Johnsan HougtWxi 5-11-8 .. . X Atgwm 

608 110 MOAN SPflMb 17 (D£S) U 4 J Bttanfc) M Ppe 6-11-7 . Mr G Ooo 

609 33 B0DFARI NORTH 12 (BF) [Baton Skat Lid) M W Easfertiy 5-11-4 14 KH O'Ryan 

610 2 CRQCADEE 30 (W Junta) W Jenta 5-11-4 . -P Hartey 

611 3 ROSSMAR 23 (T Konmnys) Mb 5 SnMi 5-11-4_R WMnan 

612 2 STAR OF DUNGANNON 52 (Mb l Sewell) M P*e 5-11-4_J Him 

613 32 WHO DARES WWS 12 JBR (Mn A Uglier) J J ONeil 5-11-4 R McGrati 

614 1 DRAGON LORD 45 (D.G) (P Sartt] Lady fetes 4-11-3_DOUBTFUL 

615 004 PURPLE LACE 37 (X Crtfi] H Howe 6-10-13 . DOUBTFUL 

616 1 SAHARA RSM 29 (D.5) (J Norton) J fern 4-10-11_ B Sntoa 

617 2 MV THIN 21 (P Ufen. F Font 8 D SBworal) L Wefe 4-10-7 l Cunrohc 

BETTWG' 5-1 Kng'i Road. Mtan Sprtno. 7-1 Star Of Dungannon. 8-1 Fnetantei. KM others. 


rAn ., r-Aftim Three Franks beat Castle Ctw dial load al Ayr (2m. 
FunM TvGUS- s*)- Wnfl's R«al IS 6B\ tf 25 to Mexanda Banquet al 
vr. ton ran 110yd. good) with IreSan Spring (41b mm off) 251 

lOdL SpwWe bear Certain Shot & at Rmtwell (in 21, good). Ctnadee 2^72nd of 13 to Boons 
Mate In naflonal tort Dal race at Ludlow (2m. good). 

THREE FRANKS Is a lenBDve selection lo Ctrttnue Ills nn 


ADD TO THE 
EXCITEMENT 
WITH INSTANT „ 
FREEPHONE ± 
BETTING. 



■ 4Vi miles Handk4p Chaise. Aintree 3.45pm. Live on 8 BC TV. 


Rough Quest 
Sumy Bay 
l Earth Summit 
Him Of Praise 
Challenger Du Luc 
Sam lee 
Nahthen Lad 
Gel De Brion 
Dun Belle 
Banjo 

Brave Highlander 
Court Melody 
Scott on Banks 
Avro Anson 



| Celtic Abbey 
| Gimme Five 
l Killeshm 

| St. Mellion Fairway 
jehoisty 
| General Crack 
| Go Universal 
| Into The Red 

_I Radical Choice 

EZ3Q What A Hand 
Winter Belle 
d Yeoman Warrior 
Do Right/y 
Greenhil Tare Away 


man 

£EEH3 

esa 

EH30 

c mn 

ESDH 

EH-7Z1 

FIT«7XI 


Joe White 
Pashto 
Pond House 
Damas 

Diwali Dancer 

Griffins Bar 

Hillwalk 

Fabricator 

Decyborg 

Maple Dancer 

Stormtracker 


in ■ llJ lUfl UJMl rwHl inm i 

LJt»4(»*, Oo* DnnniivgaAaiiln i.i K * h«4 

i>Agrct ie *«4d«wt ud to Mm stew 

lul> ®J "V«» JBOt HnvAum.. 


LAlkbii ODDS OH WlHiawi MH TV TEXT• Telcteart on CH4 P60176Q2/603 


Itekre JWf Swttcte. Mta «- Sol* Buk or BdMh« Socle [j drU cards. Stakn in debits Iran «nr 
-p wt . WfanJnvv,«rc errdted toy.or kcmdM IWtUdnS wortlBCdBjiJ. 

PHONE 0800882266m 

('Muttaum lot.l tavalmaK pa can SIP Ova IK'S only 1 


ro c«w * cwoir accoijni prsepkine nsoo rev so? rew other ENOumeS ouh customer «lations help'jhe on owo is i ? ts 

AtlWKE5SU8«CTIOfl.UCTUAr«3N 4U. BfTS AHE SUBECT TO THE RUUSOPt** VWIUAM Hill OROAIWZS NON 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


THUNDERER 

7.00 Courageous. 7.30 Mary Jane. 8.00 Drama King. 
8.30 Failed To Hit 9.00 Healhyards Shiekh. 9.30 
Phoenix Princess. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 8.00 Glide Path. 
8.30 ANONYM (nap). 9.00 Bin Faa. 


GOING: STANDARD 
DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 


7.00 QUICK DRAW MAIDEN STAKES 
(3-Y-0: £3.525:1m 40 (4 mrwiers) 

T A3- COURAGEOUS 156PCote9-0 .. ___ T(htoi3 

2 660- JONAS MGHTCNGALE1G6 C Cym 9-0_JW«H*2 

3 GO POSITIVE Us G flees 8-9__ R Lapph I 

4 53- KAMEEZ 149M Joftngoi B-9 - _ . D Hound 4 

10-11 Cotfaperac. 7-4 Kaneez. 5-1 Juras Kanengate. 25-1 Go Pwak 


7.30 SHERIFF CLAIMING STAKES 

(£1,953:5f) (6) 

1 3154 FEAT1GRST0NE LANE 18 (GO.F) IASS L Sdhfaa 7-0-8 

Doan McKerawi 3 

2 4260 HAMSEY HOPE 32 (VJSXF) C FarturJ 5-9-fl 

C Inotv (3) 2 

3 -630 LBM0X LEWIS 33 |BJ)/) D IMttlls 6-6-12_F Norton I 

4 5206 WAVENLY ABSTONE 14 (VJ)J^) P Evans 3-6-10 

JF EganB 

5 4002 VfflJNG BNR 7 (DJ)P tan 38-9-A McCarty (5) 5 

6 0414 MARY JAW 45 (COJ) J tor 3-M-. P Ftawy (3) 4 

9-4 May Jane. 3-1 Featodm Ln. 7-2 ftansn Hope. 13-2 Hsmnte Absome. 
8-1 Lcjnot Lewis, Yquiq tore 


8.00 LASSO HANDICAP 

(£2.285:2m 46yd) (11) 

1 1324 HE CAN TELL 42 (G) R Antes 4-B-IO_ PDob(S ]8 

2 tHJI MLL2AH 43 (CD.F.G^J R Basunan 10-9-3 H Basflman (5) 7 

3 00-2 BLATANT OUTBURST 14 (V) Mss S Wterai 8-9-2 

SWMwoSiS 

4 .W MAD 23J (FA K ComahM 8-9-1 ..M TeUua 8 

5 6100 SJDE PATH 15J (D^.G) J Jettons 9-8-12 — C Lowther 13) 5 

6 560- SHARP C4M4AND TAJ fOPEodes 58-9 — D NoBaid 10 

7 5435 RAGAMUFFIN R0IEO 24 H Cotagndge 3-88 

R Motel (5) 2 

0 0426 Sfiffil AND SEALED 32(BJM CCkb 48-5 . J Weaver 11 
9 210- BRHXFS PRHK 179 (SI Q ten 7-7-13_ F Horton 4 

10 6005 KARADEW 18 R HoUnsnssd n-7-J J . _ A HcCaflly (5) 1 

11 4C22 DRAMA KING 19J(B^F.O)BU9**8yn6-7-10 .... JttteiS 
7-2 Drama King. 9-2 RawDatus. 13-2 Sflned And SOM. 7-1 Time CwWL 
B-i HltEto. Owe Fan. Bride's PiHfa 10-1 one* 


8.30 WILD WEST HANDICAP 

(£3.460.1m 100yd) (6) 


265- SPACE RACE 225 (US) C Cwh 4-108_D Hoftmd 3 

6156 5UALTACH18 (CD.F5) 9 HnWnstiaad 58-10 A McCartiy (5) 4 

084 TERT1UU 8 (Dfl N Utonten 6-98_A Whelan 2 

0413 FALED TD HIT 7 (B.CDf) N Lflbnodai 5-9-3 ... JWsnerS 

2240 ANONYM 5 (B.CD.FBTC Alai 6-9-2 .. N Canute 1 

580 MCKER 7 (HI M Wring 4-7-10_ J Oaten 6 


W Fated To «l 5-2 Tarawn. 3-1 Spratae. 13-2 SuaBach. 7 -1 Ahowl 33-1 
Mder 


9.00 SIX GUN SELLING STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £1.900:1m If 79yd) (7) 


1 1200 HEATHYARDS SHEW 15 R Hodranead 9-2 

2 0050 ALWAYS LUCKY4J Peace 8-11_ 

3 4645 m FAA 43 

4 60 GARAJ12 J 

5 508 PORCaUNC 

6 080 DOUBLE APPEAL 15 (B) Mis G Hess 68 .. 

7 NATIONAL VELVETSiu. R Gued 88_ 


m Dr J Scragm 8-11. 

(ra»B-ii-- 

140 K Bute B-11 ... 


A McCartiy (5) G 
... A PoB (5)1 
.. . - J Quinn 5 
- VStfltary 3 
0 Srmenqr pi 4 
. A Maday 2 
C UMther (3) 7 


158 Heaftyards M, J-i Bin Faa. 4-1 Practlno, 6-1 Hauonalretntoto. 7-1 
Ahon Lute. 20-1 Gml 25-1 Quote Anted 


9.011 PALE RIDER HANDICAP 

(£2.709:6f) (10) 

I 3£D- YOUNG B1BWG112 fCPAD Channel 4-108 PFejswr 
3 40H2 TAKHUP 5 (CH.FS) 0 CTupmat 788__ AMwi 

3 00-4 PHQHJOC PRBffiESS 7 (D) Mss 6 Ketlnay 48-5 J IMsan 

4 208 HEVER &0LF MOVER 63 (D.F.G) I teoun 484 

5 4432 IBSH CROFT® 12 (B.WJ.fl^J A tented 

6 KM MARENGO 12 (D) j Atefust 4-9-1 .. 

- 13(0 RUDE AWAKEMM6 C fwtiin 488 CLmrtwC 


. 8M SUPREW THOUGHT 3J (0.S) T Kaughm 68-5 Dhuw 

9 3066 UTTIE BW 54 I C0J1 PHare 7-MI_AMcCaiJe 

10 0644 MARBARETROSE AIWA 7 0 Baudi 6-7-10 _._DWrld 

7-2 Phoenh Pihcass. 4-1 Mamgo. 5-1 TaHdid. Rufls Antenna. 8-1 U 
Crete. 10-1 He* Gou Mow ijTirthere. ^ u 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRABERS: M Johmon. 58 wwwn bwn 261 iuikr 222% P 
Fade. 4 21 . ig»:J Pearce. 14 hum ?a. i7 9v H Giksl'id 

/TOT 57.17.5Jc J ftmy. 46 knm 310.148%. R Batem 6 tom 41 
14.6%: Mbs G fenny. 9 tom 74.112% ' 

JOD^lS: 0 Hodat ^ 33 wton a-. fiom i 48 rkfis, 223%; J Weaver, fid 
tom 283.H Bestonn. 5 tom 28.17 9%. D Sweratey 14 ktm 
82. i7l\J Eran. 16 tom 105. 152%. C S 

14 Jl: T aural. 7 torn 51.13 7%. A McCanhr, II tom 91.12.1% 


Blinkered first time 

AINTREE' 2 55Shoaling Light HEREFOF©: 1 .30Sharazan, 
Tappato 450 Apacha Parte. 5 25 Cross The Rubicon 


Bellator to make 
amends for 
Champion spill 


AINTREE 
BBC I 

1.45: Theatreworld was a 12- 
iength runner-up to Istabraq 
in the Champion Hurdle, 
but may struggle to give 
away weight to Bellator. 
Toby Bidding's mud lover 
was staying on in the same 
Festival race and would have 
finished a good sixth but for 
unseating his rider at the 
last Now in receipt of 20Jb 
from the top weight and 
running on his favoured 
ground, he can gain his 
second course and distance 
success. Grimes does not like 
soft ground and Advocat 
always seems to find one too 
good. 

120: Lord Dorcet ran the 
race of his life when third in 
the Queen Mother Champi¬ 
on Chase and is capable of 
reversing Victor Chandler 
Chase form with JeffeU. 
However, both may struggle 
to keep tabs on two novice 
chasers who are well treated 
in handicaps. Kadastrof beat 
Lake Kariba by Th lengths 
at Kempton over Christmas, 
but is 101b worse off here. 
Both disappointed at Chel¬ 
tenham. but Lake Kariba 
lost several lengths at the 
start and will be much tetter 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap; PUREVALUE 
(435 Aintree) 

NB: Ledgendry line 
(2.40 Hamilton Park) 


suited by this track and the 
soft ground. 

255: Istabraq was the most 
impressive winner of the 
Champion Hurdle for years 
and should find this trip and 
going in his favour. The 
Aidan O'Brien-trained 
champion did not have an 
overly hard race when win¬ 
ning at the Festival and 
should follow up here. Col¬ 
lier Bay missed the Festival 
because of illness, but Jim 
Old's horses are in better 
fettle now and this mudlover 
looks the main danger. 

3.45: see page 33 

Richard Evans 
HAMILTON PARK 
CHANNEL4 
1.10: Soft ground is obviously 
an imponderable here. Inya 
Lake showed plenty of dash 
to make a successful debut in 
a seller at the Lincoln meet¬ 
ing and sets the standard 
after a long journey north. 
Hadeqa, however, may 
show sufficient benefit for 
his outing in the Brocklesby 
Stakes to beat her. Though 
visored there, he showed 
plenty of encouragement to 
finish with a flourish into 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


fifth place. Tampa Lady has 
apparently shown ability, 
while True Love Ways and 
Oliberi also represent plau¬ 
sible yards for juvenile 
winners. 

1.40: A discouraging early- 
season handicap. Misier 
Wes (sound has won twice 
over course and distance but 
is unlikely to be at his peak 
on this ground first time out, 
unlike Nifty Norman, for 
whom the booking of Kieren 
Fallon is obviously a great 
bonus. He may be better off 
at the minimum trip. The 
lightly-raced Arantxa won 
her maiden as a two-year-old 
in soft ground and has more 
room for improvement than 
most of these. 

Pallium and Pierpoint 
need it faster but Mick 
Easterly's Bee Health Boy, 
who does act in the mud and 
went well fresh last year, 
starts the season on a very 
reasonable mark. 

2.10: Lady Rachel comes 
from a stable in form, but 
she is not certain to relish 
racing beyond a mile for the 
first time. She does at least 
get all the concessions, and 
the older horses look sure to 
struggle on their very mod¬ 
est achievements to date. 
Touchez Du Bois could hard¬ 
ly ask for a softer introduc¬ 
tion. but perhaps it is worth 
chancing the big question 
mark over the stamina of All 
Made tip. Though Michael 
Bell's filly is by Sheikh 
Albadou, she showed ability 
i n a better class of race over a 
mile at two. 

2.4<fc Ledgendry Line has 
improved over timber this 
winter and could be fairly 
treated on his return to the 
level. But softer ground to¬ 
day should suir~Dovedon 
Star, who raced too keenly 
when third in a slowly-run 
race at Doncaster on her 
reappearance but kept on 
well to finish six lengths 
dear of the fourth. The 
champion jockey is booked 
for Totem Dancer, who fin¬ 
ished strongly when placed 
in an apprentice handicap at 
the same meeting. Her in¬ 
form trainer reckons she will 
be tetter on this yielding 
ground, while Lord Advo¬ 
cate goes well at this course. 

Chris McGrath 


The Grand 
National. 

With luck, we’ll 
be seeing you 
twice today. 


THE MARTELL GRAND NATIONAL 


4m 41. Handicap Chase. Aintree, 3 45pm. Live on BBC. 


6/1 Rough Quest 
9/1 Him Of Praise 
8/1 Surry Bay 
9/1 Earth Summit 
9/1 Samlee 


K/l Radical Choice 
66/1 What A Hand 
100/1 Decyborg 
100/1 Go Universal 
106/1 Into The Red 


11/1 Challenger Du Luc 100/1 Pashto 

152 P un BeHe 100/1 Winter Belle 

16/1 Nahthen Lad 
20/1 Banjo 
20/1 Ciel De Brion 
25/1 Brave Highlander 
25/1 Scoftan Banks 
28/1 Court Melody 


ubiic 

IBfl Yeoman Warrior 
150/1 Diwali Dancer 
150/1 Do Rightly 
150/1 Joe White 
150/1 Pond House 
200/1 Damas 


“WaranHii Tare Away 


33/1 Celtic Abbey 
33/1 Choisty 
33/1 Gimme Five 
33/1 Kilieshin 
50/1 Avro Anson 
50/1 General Crack 


200/1 Griffins Bar 
200/1 Hillwalk 
250/1 Fabricator 
500/1 Maple Dancer 
•Stormtracker 

‘Trainer states non-runner 


■ „ P* te 1 te—rite Mm «M« a plnre « j -i « 

Into* wot rt any SP pUa Mma and Utnjfe tomM may apply 




LINES OPEN FROM 8AM TODAY 

0990 524 524 

VVWWwwv 
i: Hon fro Srtcfi w OMa end mdf 
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S harp’s big adventure 


-Twelve months ago, one stable lad 
stayed alone with the horses as the 
humans ran for cover. This tune, he 
is hoping to maintain a lower profile 


o 


h. we British and 
our horses, eh? Ev¬ 
ery year at Grand 
National weekend, 
we are filled with a compla¬ 
cent delight in our own mad¬ 
ness. And the rest of the world 
watches and wags its head in 
dismay. Sow fous. css 
Britanniques! 

No one is untouched by the 
madness. Even those remote 
from the event nod self-ap- 
provingly. Those dial oppose 
the race still revel in being 
British archetypes: caring 
more for the poor horses than 
their owners. The British weep 
for what the French eat. 

This is an annual weekend 
of horsey love. Love of hazard, 
love of spectacle, love of Brit¬ 
ishness. for this race is British 
in a way that the Derby and 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
cannot begin to challenge. And 
love, of course; love of horses, 
whether you love the race or 
hale it. 

Which brings us to bombs, 
and to Phil Sharp, the hero of 
Aimree. Sharp is an archetype 
of British life. He is like the 
man who paints the Forth 
Bridge. He is like Swampy: a 
person who fulfils a national 
need. 

Sharp is The Lad Who 
Stayed Behind. As the coded 
warning came in at the Grand 
National last year, Aintree 
was evacuated, leaving behind 
the horses. And Phil, somehow 
overlooked, as stable lads tend 
to be. Staying behind, the boy 
on the burning deck, whence 
all but he had fled, seeing to 
the horses. 50 of them. Rather 
more than doing your two, as 
racing jargon has iL 

Sharp looked after the burly 
and well-fancied grey, Suny 
Bay, He still does. Nothing 
has changed, after his brief 15 


minutes, and doubtless noth¬ 
ing will change after its brief 
recapitulation this year. Noth¬ 
ing bar a few teases from his 
colleagues in a profession 
notoriously long on banter. 

I met him briefly when I 
went to interview Suny Bay a 
few weeks ago. “Never knew 
there was a bloody bomb," 
Charlie Brooks, Suny Bay’s 
trainer and Sharp’s guvnor, 
said. “What bomb, he said. 
Couldn't work out where ail 
the other buggers had got to." 

And Sharp smiled tolerantly 
enough, no doubt only the 
500th time he had heard this 
joke. I don’t really remember 
his face; my eyes were all for 
the horse. Which is the way of 
things for stable lads. And, 
well, Suny Bay was and is a 
terrific horse, carries top 
weight today, and Sharp will 
travel up with him and groom 
him until he gleams — not 
easy with a grey, that — and 
until his tail flows like a 



And lest we think that the 
whole thing was blown out of 
all proportion, there was some 
real point to Sharp's defiance. 
There would have been in¬ 
jured and probably dead hors¬ 
es without him. The horses 
were abandoned in all then- 
tack. according to police in¬ 
structions. One horse had 
already rolled and got his legs 
hopelessly tangled in his reins. 


the horses." His wife. Gail, 
said that when she heard there 
was one stable lad left behind, 
she had no doubts as to who it 
was. 

Sharp is now 33 and has 
three children. The word “lad" 
does not mean boy. 'Hie job of 
stable lad now has a proper 
wage structure and their skills 
are recognised, if nor reckless¬ 
ly overrewarded. It is a hard 
job, physically demanding 
and requiring the high skills of 
riding out two, sometimes 
three times a day. 

And it has its riches all right, 
and the fierce, controlled 
gallops of work mornings are 
just part of them. The job is 
about involvement the deep 
relationship that no person 
can avoid if he spends many 
hours of the day in the sole 
company of another sentient 
bang. 

For Suny Bay is Sharp’s 
horse. Uplands Bloodstock 
may think that they own him. 
Brooks may think that, as 
trainer, he owns him. His 
jockey, Graham Bradley, cer¬ 
tainly has an important rela¬ 
tionship with him and so does 
Mel Gurdon, the equine phys¬ 
iotherapist who has worked so 
hard in Suny Bay's prepara¬ 
tion. 

But the only true owner is 


But those of us with horsi¬ 
ness in our blood know that 
Sharp’s great adventure was, 
in a sense, no great shakes. 
Not that we would all have 
done it. all have stayed behind. 
We do not, any of us, know 
how we will act at any moment 
of truth. 

But certainly, most of us 
would have wanted to stay: 
and practically all of us would 
have wished that we had done 
so. Not when we found out 
how it all turned out. but 
about 30 seconds after we had 
accepted the police instruc¬ 
tions and discovered there was 
noway back. 

Sharp himself said: "l cant 
believe all the fuss that was 
made. 1 found myself in a 
position where I was the only 
one who could look after the 
horses. Any one involved with 
racing would do the same.” 

And apart bom changing 
the word "racing" to “horses". 
I agree with every word. 
Perhaps any horsey person 
would have done ir. but the 
point is that Sharp actually did 
do iL Which means that, first 
of all, he stands for the horsey 
people of Britain, all us 
nutcases for whom a day 
without horses is a day with¬ 
out the sun. 


This is an annual weekend of horsey love. Love 
of hazard, love of spectacle, love of Britishness’ 


B 


million strands of silk. And he 
will tack him up and walk him 
in hand till he turns him over 
the jockey, and the horse will 
look several million dollars 
and will turn every head on 
the racecourse and no one will 
notice Sharp at all. 

Of course. Sharp is a won¬ 
derful symbol, a perfect imagi¬ 
nation-catcher. He defied the 
terrorists, but he also defied 
the police. He defied both 
danger and the law. which 
adds a certain subversiveness 
to his heroics: a Robin Hood 
for horses. 


This is the time for a horse to 
panic and break a leg. 

And panic spreads through 
a herd of horses at the speed of 
light, whether they are roam¬ 
ing wild on the plains or 
standing in a row of loose- 
boxes. Sharp untangled, 
calmed, patted, untacked the 
whole lot of them, made much 
of all of them, watered and 
hayed them. 

“I don’t think the police 
realised we were still there," 
Sharp said. “But ir wouldn’t 
have made any difference 
because I wouldn’t have left 


Sharp, who has no say in the 
horse’s destiny. Suny Bay may 
be the favourite horse of 
Uplands Bloodstock, or 
Brooks, or Bradley. But Sharp 
is Suny Bay’s human of choice: 
and that is glory enough to be 
going on with. 

I know that you think me 
daft, the way I go on about 
horses and the relationships 
between horses and humans. I 
try to explain what it is tike to 
be committed to a horse, or 
horses. 1 try to explain, know¬ 
ing that 1 am describing colour 
to the blind. 


ut also, Sharp stands 
for all the vicariously 
horsey people of Brit¬ 
ain. the legions who 
love from afar, those who love 
the Grand National and those 
who hate iL 

Sharp stands for the grand 
and the national love of hors¬ 
es: soft-hearted, foolish, defi¬ 
ant of logic and common 
sense. Last year, on a weekend 
in which terror was avoided 
by a hair’s breadth, we cele¬ 
brated the daft, defiant love of 
a man for his horse and for 
horsekind. 

Would you have stayed? 
That is the great, the several- 
million dollar question. But 
we would all have wanted to. 
Sharp stands for the bit in us 
all that wanted to stay. But he 
also stands for the tut in 
himself that actually did. 



Sharp, The Lad Who Stayed Behind, kisses Suny Bay in his stable the day after the 1997 
Grand National was postponed because of a bomb scare. Photograph: Paul Hackett 
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GOING. SOFT 


DRAW: 5F-6F, HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


SIS 


1.10 CLYDESDALE BANK NOVICE STAKES 

(2-Y-O £3,404:5f 4yd) (6 nmnere) 

5 HflDEQA9(V)(MenBetevtngB*fy)PEvans8-12- JFEgan ffEl 

0U8ER1U Ofhel J Bht| B-12-*Dartw 

l UfK UMffi 8 p.Q) [6 Mfafay) M Chamm 8=9- AHxXy 

tSVJEOf SOOQR duttfiSMI 110) K -. tknlfcttwm 

TAMPA LADYm Fiflttfl) M-Wlotto8-7.. M Roberts 

a TRUE UNE WAVS 7 (Uwafc Slid) W G M Tdttw 8 7-A McCarthy (51 

BETTING: W Tamp lady. 5-? OUtol 7-2 hya lake. 9 2 tataqa 14-1 fa* W Sector Due Low tap 
1997: FILEY BRK5G B-7 K Fallon fl0-1| W Kamo 6 ran 


B2 


48 


FORM FOCUS 


Hadeqa 4WI 5th ot 17 la Charlene Lai 
(51, flown Otterf Rret Trump ‘ 

- - - - - si the Hat ana over Judies- biya La- 

11 -runner 2m maiden selling states at Doncaster (51, goodljsui Of Sodor _ 
out ol 7t winner Costa Verde Tampa Lady UpAnd Al em nOy, haJWsterlD 

1 ^ Alii (U. nWo TtMMa« krv ’kc 


states Doncaster 
to several warns 


_ do Besgoac fflly 

wi iu rt vaira utn*a tchi r innapta uwj op rvra « am ■■■>/, iwra^w iv nmi twining sprinters. 
True love Ways B’41 Wi ol 22 ig Rose's Treasure In 2yo maiden aucton stfas at Dwtasta (51. 
good) 


ISLE OF SODOR is bred to go a tA and could be worth chanting 


1.40 CLYDESDALE BANK ASSET FINANCE HANDICAP 

(£3.550:615yd) (13 runners) 


|3> 

(91 

t:i 

(lOl 

(l?) 

(4) 
i6> 

uu 

(81 

mi 

(H 

(5) 

1H 


101060- MIFTY NORMAN 204 [E25 [Ms B PaeWU J Bary 4-9-10-K Fatal 

01/0’S AAWTXA7051 [MrsAfesrtiylMBaO44-9 -..UFWoo 

1M23*- WEWOWT178(W)fflTawylRFawj3-9-2-- DEffn{7) 

005000- BEE H-ALTHBOV 171 (D.FS) (Bee HeatttiLid)MWEstate5-4-1 QPartai 

OOOOMt BATALFUR36(CD.S)(MWortfi)GM*xxf*udS-3-4.. KOartay 

120030- METER WESTBOUND 158 (8.CD.F.6) p Hay) Mtes L PnOB 6-B-3 NKerady 
350560- PALLIUM MB (B.C/.B) (1*3 J Mcfaflym-fctaraj) D Notan 10-8-? HStaHS) 
060000- BffF-EM 173fC,G) (CwLodpeRQ Mss L PemU 4-7-12' — JHcAi*y(7) 
00000-0 AWJTHEK MGHTMARE 33 (CD/.6-S) R Mdttta 6-7-11 tea Wanda (5) 
6550- HWffiy 322 (P Iftnfln) J Cokfc 6-7-10---Jf 


000055- BEST KEPT SECRET 2D4J (VXDJAS) D tW*. 7-7-1D—l. A Uacfcqr 

000-000 CHAISE BOY 12 (B.CD.G.5) [B teynsr) N Bjottt B-7-10 —. T Mbms 

015000- RAGWE COMM. 234 (Cf AS) 0 Ndtan 5-7-10-RWhsfcnp) 

Long nanteap H»*r 7-9. tea Atp Seort 7-8. 7-6, Pa*M Ce«8» 6-11. 

BETTNG: 4-1 Mrttv Norman. 5-i Uaa WstswnL H-2 tee Ha* Boy, 13-2 Ptanwnl 7-1 Anita. 10-1 
pahum. 12-1 Bed Ktf* See*. 14-1 atom 

1W7: FOIST Fatal 15-2tat MW Ezwhy 18 IK 


Arantxa 3UI 5tfr of 8 to Mr Frosty in handicap A Wolverhampton 
(71. ftjresnd). Pinpoint 714! 4th d 15 Lo Special Treat hi 2yo 

._ . - . laptop at (6(.5»(n Mister VVestsoondTil 10th ol 15 to 

Sam Express in handicap al Ftefcar (71. good loftm). Pattern B<Miti ql 2210 Sttaten DqnteM 
m handicap a Doncaster (51. goodl 5ft olBloRalacewte Touch 10. 


FORM rocus 


in lUilUiLdll UUiildHHii l«n. hwi TV . ,, _. ■ 

sates a HaytfocJr (ff. good to firm) Crseje Boy 141 last c4 8 fo Marengo u> 
(61 nuesarid). 

Fallon tools a significant booidng to MFTY N0FB8AW 


2.10 CLYDESDALE BANK MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3.404:1m 31 T6ytf) (7 runners) 

.'4250D- DM UFE TO LIVE 257 (H FwAU-BHaw) 0 Itarta 5-9-12 . PFredertcMP) 

040M TWVALESWSmlb)RMcMlttr6-9-12 ..... .— “ 

HAMLTDN PRMCE5S 53J (K HoflB) K HoflO 6-9-7-- 

00MM SWEETHBTC5CTMissLPtsrsffl4-D-7-JMcAj^PT IHJ 

50- ALL MADE UP 158(NAUtetaM M BeB3^-6.. » 

TDUCHEZ DU BOS (8 ttgpnil M Jot«6)n 3-8-6-- “ 

,- u) 300-23 LADY RACFEL12 (S ttadteWd) J Eire >8-' • - --; 

BfTFWG. 15-8 Toucner Du But. W AB fctele Up. 3-ILsdy tefihef 8-1 Swcfl Note. 1V1 Iterttm PHresss. 
K-l One Lie To Liw. 33-1 The Vhfe 

1987: NO C0RHESP0NOTG RACE 

FUruyi PUMIjPJ City tn fundicap a Hamifion (im ^ 

3rd ol 9 to Zorta m states A Hamilton (1m 

coil closely /stated to several warns. Lady Rachd Ml 3ro d 9 to WHe m 3yo madensoies 


(71 

Ol 

(51 

!vi 

(61 

Hi 

(3 


al Soutlweil ( 1 m, Aw. Itoreand) 

T 0 UDE DU BOS would not need to te tall ol the t«Sna> w win 


2.40 CLYDESDALE BANK HANDICAP 

(£6,775:1m 5f 9yd) (7 runners) 

1 : (1) 33215-3 DOUEDONSTARBIS) (OnaMotetenQAKelwnr4-9-12 JWtott IBP3 

' Q51D-43 TOIBU DANCSi 9 (C,G) (DtMiunI RKkig 161) J Eyre 5-9-10_K Fatal 84 

140643- LEDGBfllRYUNE2SJ(BFJ)AMrsURneiqr5-9-2-ACotom 76 

5Q2230- BAO(TOW 149(BF) (C&artw-Uww)JKeWaloc4-8-9- KKamedy 88 

8004-13 m BUTTERWKKKID5(C£^ (RCnmttnlBFtaN5-B-8 RWtadoo^) 76 

W0030- ROSSEL 4&I (0) (A MeMe) ? Itam* 5-8-5-A McCarthy (5] SB 

00200-0 LORD ADVOCATE5 (B.C0JAS) (Mrs J Mnav) DNotan 10-8-1 KStedp) 78 
BETTM& 94 DMdgn Ste. 7-2 Ihttm Dwa. 4-1 Ledonhy Une, Hw ButeMck no. in Back fte. Ftaaarf. 
25-Uort ADwob. 

1997: SEA FRffiXW OM S DroM* (5-1 to) G Bakteg 18 on 


2 15 ) 

3 0 

4 ( 6 ) 

5 W 

6 (7) 

7 ( 4 ) 


Dovedoo Star a 3rd of T3 to Tunpole in handicap at Doncaster 
(2m a, good). Totem Dancer 2K1 3rd ol 21 to Protocol In 
apprentice handicap al Doncaster (im 41, go ^Ledg anifcy Una 


T213nl ot 9 to Wahfra Sands in hareficap fl Ayr (im 5113yd. soli) wHh Lord Advocate (Mb btite 
od) 3217ft. The Buttenelck KM 2HI 3rd ol 16 to Night Cty hi hareficap at Hamilton (1m 3t 16yd. 
hew). Rossal 381 Iasi id 7 to Goiden Kadeer in handicap al Hamilton (1m 51 M. soft). Lord 
Advocate 201 7W ol 11 to Tycoon Tra in haudeap a ttamfllon (im 4t 17yd. iwsvy). 

DOVaWN STAR Amps (n class and the graund will si* her 


3.05 CLYDESDALE BANK EQUITY APPRENTICE SERIES HANDICAP 

(£2.540: Tm 65yd) (9 runners) 


(3) 351000- FLASHTAUQN' FLOOD 45J (D.S) Mrs M HewMy 4-9-ID-OWBaans 72 

W 1513354 ROCXCIAHPLM121CD.F5) (JBfiny) JBBflf«-B_PBrartey 68 

(2) 134562- SlDRUESS94J(CDJAS)(DStCbfe] JSoUa7-9-7 _ Snnamm(3) 


(1) 606000- WWWffi R® 232 (Wiley PaddDCfc) E AUton 5-M _ Melanie Woden 

5 (5) 360022- GLEN OGR. 149 (W Hotctv Alto) MCtarenn 4-8-10_PCtayjsj 73 

6 (9) 34-0543 TT€ BAHN5LEY BB1E 12 (X MrynflS) J Eyre 5-8-7-S BucUsy (3) 70 

7 (6) B8-12S0 PRMCFAL BOY 1QJ (CO£S) (C Morem) J Brno 5-841-P frederteta B3 

8 (8J 1-42110 UVE PROJECT 18 (DS1 (Mn G (Unnj R Cragps 64-3-JBodey (3) 70 

9 (7) 50000-4 HJTCHES LADY 5 (CDS) {Yteygselwi RC) H Mcfata 6-7-10 JMcAdey(2) 55 
Ung iwretcar RuhHe; Lady 7-5. 
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10-1 FfaJsaton' Rood, ftpi»g test. 14-1 Hutntes lady. 

1987'. HAMBO mnat S-9-9 Carolyn teles [9-2 bv) D Nutate 16 « 


i£L - - - 


Rashtanw Rood 411 lift ol 13 to Mamed ft handka) a 
WohBttamffai [im it 79yd. Aw, Sbnsmd). Rock (eland Unj 
49414th ol B to Alamein ft daftTng states A Soudnell (71, Aw, 


Kresand). Suxmless II 2nd of 20 la Brambles W» in handicap ai Nwcasita (im 2132yd. good to 
firm). Warning fled Wi 98i a 10 ft Clash ffl Swords in maiden hareficap al Canerick (im 71 
177yd. good to firm). Gtei OgHlW 2nd rf 14 to Lurah Party ft taracap 3L torsutantfi (Im, 
mod to soil) wlft Prftwri fliqr (90 twter oU) 7H 1 7ft. 77 b Barnsley BOe 1 Ml 3rd ol 10 to Uicte 
Begonia in apprentice lafies handicap at Souftwefl [tm. Aw, ItoresarKn Principal Boy 13 7ft ol 10 
tofesed in handler x Snuthwtl (tm. Aw, flOrBaHl). Live Pra^U 91417ft o!12 to Be Warned it 
hareficap at Souftwefi [im. Aw, Hbresand). Hutchles Lady 13 4lti d 1 1 ft Tycoon^Tra in hauteap 
al Hamilton (im 41 17yd. heavy). 

STORMLESS rai a crackt? ai NewcasOe Iasi bactend and Is well handicapped 


3.35 CLYDESDALE BANK RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-Q: £2,276: Im 65yd) (6 runners) 


P) 50000-2 CAROUSE 4 |J Carey) M Ctamoo 94--A Mart* 

0060- PMCE(GCH0LAS259 (Auldpi SfauiUtf)KHoH9-Q—--LOnnack 

(3) 000305- TOM 149(CBarta-LoradJHaherwi941-NKtawdy 

(1) 0060- CELESTIAL WELCOME 151 IWiftsnv Mfance) Mn M IMty 8-11 A Mure 
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It) OOO- HOTTOTC127 tOstatoParwiiS) AXeVntay8-11-KDatey 


BETTW& 7-4 Cams. 5-2 Holy Smote. 11-2 TOm. 13-2 Hoi Topic. B-i CeksM WHctm. 10-1 Piwar 
Memos. 

1097: PURCHASteG POWBt 9-0 S Dram) (7-4 [t twi N Cdbchm 8 rsi 


CtaDuse S 2nd ft 17 to Blue Desert ft 3yo 
tegsw (im 4yd, good to sort). Prftce Wcftotas 


1 2yu matoen saes M Redcar (7L 


states at 
last of 71 


201 Stfi (tf 8 to Ten Boh m 2yo maifcn Stits A Musefiiitfi (im, good to sdfi). Cstasdaf WSteome 
491teto127uBaNsteiln%iohandiapMfledcar(lm. good). Holy Smote 5MI 5ft A 9 to She's 
AGemto3)Oh»iarapaSO(JdiiiieB(71.Aw.ffe^»ll HotTopi: lBI9#niM0toti#Tiie(Bef in 
2yo nwice states at Lintfteld (71, Aw, eqiitoack) 

CAROUSE is worth a donee to confirm tfc Noangtam form 
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Pritchard 
aims to 
keep sight 
of Jukes 


Point-to-point 
by Carl Evans 


JULIAN PRITCHARD has 
not given up hope of retaining 
his national riders’ champion¬ 
ship, but he is polishing his 
binoculars to keep sight of 
Jamie Jukes. 

Five winners last weekend 
brought Jukes to 23 successes 
for the season, nine ahead of 
Pritchard who attempts to 
daw some ground back at the 
United Pack meeting today. 
Lets Twist Again, in the 
PPORA race, represents per¬ 
haps his best chance of a 
winner. 

“Pm taking a back seat in 
the championship at the mo¬ 
ment, but I'm ahead of last 
year’s schedule and a good 
Easter could make all the 
difference," Pritchard said 
yesterday. 

Jukes's plans were fluid 
yesterday, although he could 
ride Moving Out at the 
Tedworth, where Hall's Mill 
would be an interesting rival 
in the men's open. 

Hall's MAI'S trainer, John 
Porter, said: ’He's also in the 
intermediate, but I'd switch to 
the open if it looked the easier 
race. His two recall wins have 
been in the fastest time of the 
day and Id tike to think of a 
hunter chase for him soon." 
Talented teenager Richie 
FoTTistal, who is based with 
Kim Bailey, will be in the 
saddle. 

Porter has an additional 
role at todays meeting, carry¬ 
ing out a poll to discover why 
his colleagues are shunning 
the Twesddown course in 
Hampshire. The Thames Val¬ 
ley meeting there tomorrow 
has few entries and Porter, a 
supporter of the course, is 
worried about hs future. 
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RACING NEXT WEEK 


MONDAY: Southwell (AW. 220 ), 
Fontwail Park (2. ICQ, Kelso [2-00). 
TUESDAY: Wohrerhampton tAW, 
220). Folkestone (2.00), Nottingham 
(3-10) 

WEDNESDAY: 

(200). Ludlow (21( 

THURSDAY: 

Leicester (iiO). 

FRIDAY: No racing. 

SATURDAY: 


(220), AGCOt 


r , 2.00). 

“U 


Park (BBC. 
aOOj. Kempton Park (C4, 305). Car- 
tele (2 IS), Humpton [205), Towcestsr 
(220), Newtort AbboJ (2.15). Wblver* 
hampton (AW. 7.00). 

Hat meetings iibM 


at 
race 

& Dartmoor, 
N of Tavistock 
Castle. 4m 
United 
1'lm W of 


TODAY’S MEETINGS: 

Howie*, 2m Wof 
1,45); Spooners 
Cherrybfook. 2m 
n.0Q); Tedworth. - 
NW of Martooroi 
Pack. Brampton 
Hereford [1.30], 

TOMORROW: Cattistock. Uttie- 
Ywndsor, an S ol Crewkeme (2.00): 
Cheshire Forest, Tsbley, Im W of 
Knutsford (2.00): Cleveland. 
Starton, 4m SW of kfiddiesborough 
p.oo): East Essex. Marks Tay, 5m W 
of Colchestar (2.001: Jedforest Friars 
Hajgh, W of KbIbo (2.00); Laftwry, 
Maisemora, 3m N of Gfoucesler 
(2.00): Pytchl ey. Guiftborough, 10m 
NW of Norlhafripton (2.00); Thames 
Valley, Twesetdown, 3m w of Aider- 
shot (2JO): livyside. Pantyderi, 6m 
W of Newcastle Emfyn (1.00): West 
Kent. Penshursi, 3m SW of town 
(1.30). TUESDAY: Heythrop. 
Heythrop, 2m E of Chipping Norton 
( 200 ). 



THUNDERER 

1.30 Tappeto. 2.00 Wide Music. 235 Absolute Folly. 
3.10 Anythingyoulike. 4.20 Dovetlo. 455 Late 
Encounter. 5.25 Quiet Moments. 

Cart Evans: 4.55 Swordefla. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


1.30 


HLPECK HURDLE (£2,542:2m 10 (16) 


t 2203 BffiV NOVA 24 N Tirim-MB 6-11-5_J GoUsttn 17) 

2 -OOF C0MMANCHE CUP 11A tarns 5-11-5_Gary Lyons 

EATON DOVE A EPriw 5-11-5--0Bunm(5) 

40- GENERAL MONTY 23GF A Joinnn 6-11-5_SMfcWI(3} 

0034 KAT4TDMC 52F R Joctes 5-11-5_GnyLwrtsO) 

DO MASIH) L0RIEN 72 T Gaap 6-11-5- Sfc 0 MUtoMJ5) 

OOP NATURALPAfKIBGMcCoui5-11-5_DJMotm 

0 SHAAAZAN 11(B)00NeO5-iT-5-VSMtey 

2452 SOL MUSK 23JBR JKtaB 6-11-5-VyMwwin 

84 TAPPETD11 ffiPRIWlto6-11-5-BPOw* 

P-0 7KH1 BRIGHT 521 Wan9-11-5_ JMtannim 

DTS DREAM jBrader 6-11-0..- A Bales C) 

0 BME ME SPACE »TFr«ter5-n-0-LAsprSM 

B4P5 KN0WMG 30 (S) P VMdns 11-11-0- S fcftl (7) 

64 MSSLAMBRM24DMCC«yil-0-- . SWynrei 

0-0F RAMLU0N 471 Broun 6-11-0--Mr A Brown 


5-2 Tappeto. 3-1 Beaty Now. 4-1 Sol Music, 6-1 lies Lamina. 10-1 otien 


2.00 


JAIL NOVICES CHASE (£2,944:2m 30 (5) 


1 6012 CBtTMJR EXPRESS t8 (flS) ASUada &-U-6-T 0cy 

2 25-1 WILDE MUSIC 149 (FA C Biota 8-11-6 -M Berry (5) 

3 tVPf 60LDffl FIJI? BUuMyn ID-11 -0-SWyw* 

4 /POP PERF9C LARK 55 R EfaUteton 8-77-0-M GrtfflOK (7) 

5 012 STRATUS 23 R«wi 6-H-0-- B Pwrtl 

4-6 Hflda HOC. 2-1 Cemw Enkok. l?-i SSaac. Gotten am. Pterfa Ut 


2.35 BREDWARDINE HURDLE (£1.690; 2m) (16) 

1 -5BR MAGKALSJJES21 (CO/£1 A Joiraai 6-11-1? M fflifle* 

2 P204 RACING HAWK 19(G) PGown 6-1 1-6 -- WMuSta 

3 USP2 A8S0UITC FOU-T 7 WiSSirtBi 6-11-0._D Bswoft fh 

4 /56- BACKWEW 407F 8 Uewefl!" 6-11-0-Mr J L Ltowdrn 

5 0020 BAFIEY MEADOW 72 J (TShea 6-11-0 - kflchatH Brwrai P) 

G CERBfflA 373F J SnKti 9-11 -0..W Worthington 

7 3P&- DORMSTttaBOTOWUVWMm.- .. JMcrtwtMT) 

8 /0-P DONMCKS WELL 142 F Ttictef 9-11-0-SBwiwrgh 

9 5003 GRATE BRITISH IB J Altai 6-U-O _ Gary Lyons 

m MACS HBtO 28 C SrnSh 8-1T-0- M Ranger 

BEL-QE-MOQR 72 D Vfinte 6-10-9_RBetany 

0 JBfTAR EQuaflRA II B JPnce 610-9- B PdmI 

LITTLE FLMS M Stappanl 5-10-9_ L Haney 

-POP POT BLACKBftO 52 R BrottaBn9-](K>_MQ«M*!(7) 

00 SLBARQQ SAM 14 J BradA 4-10-8 ----— SWyrew 

TO FtlSTLE AN BLBTLE 39 G Fwro 4-10-3 .. Mr 0 MePtei [5) 


3-1 Absoluto FoBy. 7-2 Etoale Brtteh. Badng HsA Maetal Blue. 9-1 Ohsis 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMER& C Mann. 3 mine from 10 nmne*. 300%. N Twemn- 
Oavns.34tun98.245(1:0Olteft 3ftunis,S1% 

JOCKEYS: DJ BtntslL 5 Mnaec 1mm 44 rides. 11.4% S Wynne. 6 
fa am 54.11.1%, R Massay. 4 tram 40,10 0%. 


3.10 HEREFORDSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,217:3m 2f) (7) 

t 4251 SCOTBY2G (SI RBadta S-IMO... B Pom* 

I ppyi DEBT OF HONOR 32 (BXD.F.G) R U* 10-11 -6 LHnrvey 

1 4433 TEXAN BABY23 (G^NTwdtti-tevM9-ll-3 JGrMsWn(7) 

4 3-10 ANTTHM6ytXKJKE li (S) M Shepponl 9-KM3 . WMaratw 

5 -902 HARDY WEATHER 17 (BID itavWo 9-10-7. S Wynne 

6 4P06 AUatAH HBfl 35 (V.IlS) A Sfawta 7-iW) — Bary Lyons 

7 4566 STAGE PLAYER 17 (F.G.5J C One 12-10-0 M Nautftai (5) 
9-4 Scrtdy. 3-1 MV 01 How. 7 2 Tour Ba&f. 9-2 Hadv Wtafar. 10-1 Ohm 

4.20 RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,048:2m If) (15) 

1 4312 ALBB4ME 4CF (D.F.G) R Jucfcs 911-11 ... Qiy Urn* (3) 

2 3P-P CHff CDMEDCN 19 (S| M WikncMi 611-11 „ I Lawrence 

3 <322 EUROLMC THE LAD 17 (F.G) DBucbeJl M-ll-6 D JSurcbflfa 

4 1104 KEY GRP 84 (S) Mis'; 5m* 7-11-2.. BFRyan [5) 

5 2450 APACHE P4RK 19 IV.GLS) A Sreetet 5-10-12-T Bey 

G 0004 ANSI S0IT L 21 (BX>.G,51 6 McOxn 7- 10-12 - W llarsion 
1 300/ A5WB276F (0.F) M ftaifcta*6-70-9 R SfcHiofcne (51 

8 -255 INUflER ROSE 17 (S) fafcs PHH#te T-106 ... KHfctanm 

9 415 UMEUGHT 21 (D.F1 P Mutfif 4-lW - . ..LAspelfl) 

10 2167 BRIGHT N0VEMER 714 (BF.C.F) P Gandoflo 7-1041 S Wynne 

11 1024 DOVETTD 24 (SI 4 E Puce 9-10-0 _ . 0 Bwtwh! IS) 

12 42-4 CELESTIAL FTC 11 fD.FI 0 01WS 6-1M_V Steitay 

13 0001 RAMB0 TANQ) 22 (u^l B Csmtajjs 4-10-0 _ On Lyons 

14 40P3 Sta PAGEANT 28 (GjSI K Bndffoaef 9-1M .. M GifthS (7) 

15 P-P0 W0L0SMAN 1DN liraton-fBnes 3-lChO ... JGottstan (7) 
5-1 Kty Gnp. emtw. 6-1 Eumfa* Thu U1 8-1 AlSI 3a4 R ID-1 mhos. 

4.55 GARWAY NOVICES HUNTERS CHASE 

(£1.095:2m) (14) 

1 0504 AIMS DISPLAY 14P [SI N Wilson 7-12-0 ... »NWfcai(5) 

2 -B53 DALAW1TC25 W.GS)Mtvare 11-12-0 .. MlUHartsP) 

3 P131 LATE ENCOUNTEH 7P |.B| P Uronn 7-12-0 . IN H Hantsy 17) 

4 aPP MARTIN TDM B2P P Magsn 8-12-0 Itaftr 0 EtamaO (7) 

5 PPPP MOBOOYS FLAME TP T ItocHoflal 10-13-0 .. teAEwmg 

6 -WM PEA1SVRLE 13P M Wkn 6-li-O_Ml J TrtCB-FWpfl (5) 

7 1-23 PLUCKY PUNTER 20P ffl J Jones 10-12-0 Mr J LLJnnlyn (5) 

B DI-F PRDEVtomG0LDRGSSP (RE Ihonns 11-12-0 . C Wow |7) 

9 -PfP STt»£11SLAIOl3P*AsAI»ii«9-124>..- Mss E J tans |T) 

10 P2f5 TVC PONT IS 7? ff£5) P Hewfl 11-12-0... Mr 8 Pofarxi (5) 

11 UVP EA1DN5 42P Ms P5ta> 7-11-9-. Mss M Coonftfl (71 

12 IK 5WDRDBXA 25 if St tafaw J Martin 10-11-9 . Mr A Marita 0 

13 P8U TNORMi IOFktadnsB'11'9 _ Ur S J Graham (71 

14 2-5U VSSWW LIGHT TOP U Evans 8-11-9 ... » EOg* Byrne (7) 
5-4 Swfcda. 4-1 Late Enuunta. S-l FiucHr Puma. Dabmete, 10-1 Aim 


5.25 BROAD OAK NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.484: 3m 20 (15) 


1 5042 BOLD LEAP 10 P R Witter 6-11-10 _ D Thomas (3) 

2 0441 SHAmAKANHD114 [G) J King 6-11-9 —. M GriSAs (31 

U300 BLAZE OF SONG 22 D Write 6-11-7_ R Massey 

401F HOW WE KNOW 17 (G.S) M Shcnpani 10-11-6 _ S KMy P) 
0iP3 CROSS THE RUB4XM 20 C Bracts T-11-5 . CRaite(7) 

4-45 re&l SUMSl 209 C Man 8-11-3_J Magee 

23P3 SAUCY NUN 14 (F.G) P HtaS 6-11-1 _E Husband 

DP51 EAGER BEAVER SISINlndcivOanes 6-1613 jGattsataO) 
4321 QUET WOMUOS W (VCO.fl P Unyb) 5-10-U L Aapw 

10 10PP SWEET C15EAUX IS (BSF.GlPBown 9-10-11 SDfMrMfttal 
It ftW JUNGLE KWGS A J WBson 9-10-0_ MHO! ftraman 

12 14-0 CWM BYE 14 (F) Un A Puce 7-10-0_J MogtonJ 6) 

13 IftSO CUMBBtLANDYOUTH23(6lCCame7-10-0 MHaitaamgi 

14 QPtt CAPTAIN M0HHS 21 P Wegnain 6-100. -.G F Ryan 

15 GP0P IftlYLE MOSS 14 MS»w»d 9-10-0_ABaBS 

3-1 OuW VmnenK. 9-2 Saucy Mn 5-1 Sstatenwt, 13-3 BoM Leap. 7-1 otfieis. 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY'S THREE MEETINGS 


Aintree 

Gakie: soft (good to son m places! 

2JM (2m 41 hdto) 1. PimreilW [C F Swan, 9- 
A lav): 2, Ranwadi t&-D:_3. “ 


Ssmuel 

(11-11 12 raa 6L nk A O'Brien 
Tote El 60. £2.40. £310 DF. 

£10 70. Tno. £B1 TO CSF. E1526 
£35 (2m 41 di) f. Opera Hat <C OtKvyer. 
10-1): £. Or Rc^bI lS-2). 3. Slrang P/omse 


(2-li-fm) One Man fl) 2-1 jt-tev Sran.lHi. 
231 J Fowler. Tow C9 SO, E! 90. Cl BO DF. 


Efl.10.CSF:E31 JO 
3.10 (3m If Ch) 1,0O8S Doyte (A P McCoy. 
W taw|; 2. Occam [1&-1V, 3, Caatto Com 
[90-1) 8 ran. ia. 2*1. M Morris Tens £2.20. 
£1 40, E2 70, E3 80 CS?'£19.70, 

8.45 (2m 61 ch) 1. CwalerD (Mr A Clttrtes- 
Jones. 38-11: Z. Oagam Lord (3-1 to): 3. 
The fateior General (10-1) 30 ran TVi.dsi 
H Manners Tola- £4050. £900. E2 7Q. 
£300 DF. £125 50. CSF' £12526 
420 pm 110yd hdtoll, Undnkabie Boxer 
(A p McCtoy, 10-11 tor). 2, &actenheaiti 
fe-1); 3, Clnone Bridge &11.12 rai NR: 
OMErtown Glen ia. 11. M Pipe Tote- 
£120; £130. £890, £1.00 DF: £4400 
4JO(2m4fhdto)1. Khayrawart (F M Berry. 
4-1): 2. Cadougolfl (136 lari, 3. Fen Temer 
'.11-1) & tai NR Uxta Fate. Srenma 
5pel Ml, a C Roche Tote. E4 60. £1 80, 
£130. £220 DF £4 00. Trier £1B 10 CSF. 
£10 27 Tricast £5815 
520 (3m If cri) 1, Sue Charm (Mr M 
Bradbume, 8-1); 2. Otter Isto (5-2 fml. 3. 
Queen O( Spate (3-1) 6 ran. HR: Land 
Alar. Meter Bel. Sniper 9,dfaLMsS 
Bradbune To® £710; £1 90. £1.80 DF 
£0 50 Tno- E12 50. TticM: £84.76. 
Jackpot £14215.10. 

Ptecepot £41.70 Quadpot C520. 


Sedgefield 

Going: good la soli 

2.10 (2m SI 110yd hdte) 1. 


1. Geutby 

Henpecked (H HamSy. lO-l). 2 , Uartiacfi 


(7-J lav): 3. Beacon Hil Lady (33-1). 12 
ran NR. Bold Top. CtnonDtetxiUieied. 
Golden Bar. Snartan Gold. £1, 171. G 
Moore Tote £12.90; £320. SZX. £6.50 
OF: S2B.0O Tno: not wpn. CSF: £3039 
Trtcasr 1S74 02 

Z.45 (Zm tlOyd efi) i. Quango (F Leahy. 
W): 2, Ryup Salellle (2-1 far): a Fotow 
De Cal (7-1). 8 ran. NR. Adamafto. 
ImustarnH, Over Stated, Shnng Edge. 
SSwr Mfaw. 191. 3ftl. J Fitqfflald Toe. 
£2.70: £1.10, £1.10. £2 60 DF:£3.40Trfa- 
£5.60. CSF: £6.27. 


3.20 pm 51 Ch) 1. Hartoecent (P Unren. 7- 
4 faw; Timflkeepar'B Up rafing). 2. SI age 
Fright (3-1); 3. Daet Quay (10-1) 5 ran. 
NFL Dawn Lad. North Pride, Oatoey. 
Ftackei Run. Rustic Air. TheToasrer. 51. a 
Mrs M no v e l t y Tote- £2 DO: £130. £150. 
DF; £2JO Tno £1500 CSF: £703. 

355 (3m 31 eft) 1, Fordstown (Mr J 
Alatander. 3-i>: 2. Greenmouni Lad 115- 
6); 3, Buck's Defighl (7-4 lav) 5 ran. NR- 
Wind Force. 151. 1BI. 4 Barclay. Tola 
£4.60; £1^0. £150. DF E4.10 CSF: 
£6.53 

(N Berm 


4 JO (2m it hefio) 1,_ 

7-1); 3. ErtisNe Star (5-1); 3. 

2 lav}. 9 ran. NR Bubs, Red Jam Jar 31, 
1 '*1. G Moore. Tole: £11 ». £2 40. £150, 
£150 DF: £23.80 CSF: £37.78 Triwst: 
£129.62. Tm C1"4 80 


6 J»( 2 m iincigi i, Queensway (l Wye*, 
wrens lav); 2, £ain Dancer (&.1J; 3. 
Umoack Lady (5-1) 12 ran NR: Country 


OrctVd. Midday Cowboy. The MkMc- 
tortan 21. 151. J Fitzgerald. Tote: £2.10: 
CI^O.CI 10.n.50.DF. £3.50. Trio C3m 
C^:£3 79 


Ptecepot £12.40. 
Quadpot £630. 


Lingfield Park 

Going: standard 

220 (5fl i. Touch Up (K Felton, W); 2, 
Mayta4 BaBerina (10-1): 3. Stavanger (4-5 
lav). 4 ran. 1$|. y ,| Miss Gav KeUewav. 
_ . “IF: £11.21 


Tole. £1 SO. DF. £7 90. CSF: 

1S& [Bf) 1. Hopeful Star IK Felton. M); 2, 
Patoopta [5-2). 3 Bsrow CraeR (7- 
4 lav). 7 ran. m. II Miss G KeDmou 
Tcfie: £320: £1.70. £1.90. DF: Efi 10 
£&33 

320 (111121)1. Slip Venture (N Day. 13-6) 
2. Brownng p-11 lev): 3. Veroofay (B-1) 4 
ran. Q. 2W. S Woods. Tote £3.10 DF: 
£1.40. CSF: £2.98. 

4.05 (fit) 1, Robo (WFyan, &4 taw), 

ZMySOC0ll7-3),3.PfeinGHzn2-1) 6 ran 
Nk. 3ftL L Mortaoue Hal Tote £1.70 
£1.10, £2.40. DF: £220. CSF: E527. 

440 (Tqi.PhaafarffJ Sweeney. 100-30) 
2, Artanrerxss (13-2); 3. &tiy Jack (H-3) 
WfaOlfindQr 6-4 fav 7 ran. mi. )hi K 
Burt®. Tcte. £190: £320. £1 5a DF 
£14.SaCSF:E24.7S. 

5.1011 m2f)i. Sakharov (A McCarthy. 10- 
1.1:2; Atienr (14-1); a Vltekwne 
g-i lav), to ran. 2Vtl. hd F EccteTfoiK 
0450^30, £320. £150. DF- £04.70. 
Tno: 264.00. CSF: £144.07 Tncad: 

EJwJ.Bo 

Placepot £184 JO. Ouadpot £2720. 
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TENNiS: POWER PLAY SPEEDS RUSEDSKI TO VICTORY IN FIRST MATCH OF DAVIS CUP TIE 

capitalises on perfect start 



ii & 


By Coijn V.ci)iiilun 

JANSHER KHAN’S profo- 
lems in defence of the BriiW’ 
Open championship the 
National Indoor Aren:* :r. 
Birmingham accu mu al¬ 
most daily, but his cuiurter- 
final opponent ye^Tcrday. 
Paul Johnson, failed :n join 
the list 

Johnson, from Ken!. :"ne 
England No 5. won ilw 
Apawamis Open in New 'j *-rk 
in January and the .Hungar¬ 
ian Open in Budapest 
month. This week he v.as 
promoted to world No 1! for 
the first lime and the ttrtiKh 
Squash Prtifessiorals 
ation gave him their rr - *i 
improved player award. 

But rhe 25-yea r-tvi'J !:- 
hander learnt a saleiar. K*-- 
son yesterday. Jsnvner v.:r- 
still out of reach. In a mar Jin 
of 15-11. 15-11. 17-15. and Ci.r > 
ble of cruelly dost no off ; 
deficit of I.^tf in the ihiro 
game as if it did r.nt erist. 

Jansher is officially 
still being 28 years old. id- 
though he jokes of '!:■* “r.?i> 
lenis of slowing l»> fncnr.'d- 
and physically at t!v: . - .gc ei 
30. For students of Paldst;.:.: 
birth registration. 1 ' in siruu'-h. 
this provides an ! Hu mins.‘.me 
aside. 

He had his tons/Js r/n.r.'-i: 
in December but picket 1 a 
throat infection ir. K::v.w : I r. 
his way to London I'rc-rp ! '^ 
home in Peshawar, i-ie ha- 
been wearing bandsc-s mi 
both knees this v\;r. '.;jt 
claims he cannut feel :! .t ter.r 
in the cartilage of his left knee 
and experiences only brie! 
spasms of pain from the 
displaced cap of his rich' 
knee. 

"They are writing me i ff 
but 1 know inside myself ihat 
I am still the hesi." he -rid 
yesterday during at; im¬ 
promptu changiug-ro'on 

S ress call after his quaricr- 
nai. 

Al the start of the cor.vero 
tion he looked far from 
■‘best". In an Urdu interview 
for the BBC World Ser ie. j . I: * 
sounded positively denr.-ssec. 
It was only a* he ‘.varmed ;«■ 
the story- of his d--ihifoi 
approach to a sixth su-.eessr.e 
defence of the British Open 
title that his usual hu:iv»y>- 
surfaced. 

”1 was saved by the gar¬ 
gles.” he declared. “J ueni i.. 
see a doctor in Karachi. I 
couldn’t eat 1 was weak like a 
woman. 

The doctor told me to avis riv 
night and morning with >iiii 
and Disprin.! am cured, i ear. 
eat again.” 

In the women’s champion¬ 
ship. the No 4 seed. Cav-an- 
dra Jackman, of Ni.rt-j.!.. 
reached a semi-final r.g.piv- 1 . 
the world champion. Sarah 
Fitz-Gerald. of Australia. with 
a 10-& 9-U- 9-7 win over Sabine 
Sc hone, of Germany. 


JUl i ‘»\ Mosc m 
ciKREsr’.'.M.*: Nr 

TIV» i i - >» .\ i A N y cs rerd 
uaiiieu hi ‘ first career ::ueo.ss 
; i-.i.-r Andrei Medvedc* toyi'e 
I'irsat K-itain a po^ertu! ad- 
•-an race ir their Dnii-- cup 
match against Lkrainc in 
Ne^ca-tk- 

l!e:iiii.;n s : cuwv. in Jive 
- L :-; oii.rn'ed v/hli Greg 
Ra-'ce.’-'ki's enrlier triumph 
tca'.L-s ihirain one ruhirer 
li.-r: of over:*!! victory in this 
match. •.* hieh continues with 
rr...- -i.iu•.'>!■:> |; . 

The :r.'y way Ru^dski 
■nier: ivci'^'e i.imiiiar with 
eapinde'k n : v hy Jr.iv.-king up 
•r- mean ins in his- dic-lirnary. 
(.'■•iniXTid'.e to die tips of |ij< 
!y.V'. isLiscJ.-IJ dismissed 
And to i R’-del I.i * in straight 
ei- ororday to give Great 
F.'tioin it:id 




- , . I-'.... Jl:, ■>.; . 

- • f.'-i-i.-.. .i-i 


! ’ n .riiiric less •.va<- ;> peered 
• •! R a ■ £u¥ v .i. ; !mc a I ijeet 15a- 

«_un »jrrenders by iii ; 

nreJc-WO's meant that vv- 
•.""lid ■T.’ , t .'v l a ken for 
C \;r.led >■ "■>:•? i’elt Va'ielis;. 

ivik-i’s lowle v.i.rid 
-Tl.ing 'mu ru.-ivsi.i. 

■i- avc vrese camp slvir; 
too "•uriinn’t. sh-iv.cd 

ji. - * •••;!., he has sealed ••deli 
!v.!gh:i Th.- v’uild No 5 i:.:d 
~2-i r. p.l.iMi piaee> in hand of 
r’.yn.-.lko and he ni.fic the 
dif-crene-: icil. 

Rvsedri.r Aim snent his 
f.-rr.i,i:i. e icnn'S years in Caii- 
a.ia. l:.t“r o-pained i-h\ rite 
a >. \ i-i c' cc i n a hi I i i \ g:e. e 
him iv anvnil:-' niumenK. ‘ i 
never mink almui rhe ranking 
of m> .ir.pincnt and that’s 
pr- i-al'iy the w; thing 1 do.” 
i'A i.i. 

I /■■■•: each piaxer the same 
re- pec: ^l.■»u have i > handle it 



Rusedski was rarely under pressure while beating Rybaiko in straight sets. Photograph; Gary M Prior/Allsport 


ihc someway when it comes to 
:l.e Davis Cup." 

fo label Rybaiko a journey¬ 
man is ax pay him a compli¬ 
ment. flieclay-anirt s pedal is t 
■-■arus oiu a living in the 
uuine's basement, yet 
Ru-icd ki maintained both bc- 
.*■ *rv and after the match that 
Kyhalko was no lamb to the 
ri’euduer. He well remem- 
ivreti how the Ukrainian 
s;re;ched Tim Henman to five 
sei> in Kiev eight monihs ago. 


This vigilance properly pre¬ 
pared him for some dogged 
early resistance. 

Rybalko’s obduracy in the 
opening exchanges marked 
the only passage of parity in 
the contest In an opening 
game lasting ten minutes, he 
saved five break points and 
took heart from an usually 
profligate response. The Brit¬ 
on levelled the score, but not 
before he had negated one ace 
with a foot fault and a second 


with a double fault Then 
Rybaiko, never given the bene¬ 
fit of several close line calls, 
saved die first of three break 
points before another dubious 
call prompted the ill-timed 
interjection of Olexandr 
Dolgopolov. the Ukraine 
coach. While Dolgopolov pro¬ 
tested to the umpire. Cedric 
Mourier, Rybaiko was kept 
waiting at 15-40 — and 
promptly double-faulted. 
Rusedski duly consolidated to 


establish dear water and the 
contest was as good as over. 

Like so many before him, 
Rybaiko could never ade¬ 
quately read Rusedski’s ser¬ 
vice. The Briton’S first delivery 
lacked its trademark accuracy 
but he more than compensat¬ 
ed with a flurry of second- 
service winners. So much so 
that Rusedski dropped a soli¬ 
tary point on service in snar¬ 
ing the second set 6 - 0 . Any 
early butterflies had long since 


been evicted from his mind as 
his returns started to bite. 

in the third set. a neatly 
contrived break for 2-1 gave 
Rusedski an advantage he was 
never likely co relinquish. He 
could even afford to correct the 
umpire when the official 
missed a let from Rybaiko. 
which Rusedksi had rifled 
away for a clean winner. That 
enabled Rybaiko to hold from 
0-40, but even he must have 
known that the end was in 
sight Rusedski finished with a 
nourish by recording his six¬ 
teenth ace at match point 
having required 96 minutes Id 
complete a 6-1.6-0.6-4 victory. 

As is his prerogative. David 
Lloyd, the Great Britain team 
ra ptain. has dearly chosen a 
surface to favour his players. 
Rusedski thrives on a fast 
carpet and Lloyd’s decision to 
install the same surface used 
in the Battersea Park tent 
looks like paying handsomely. 

“It is a very quick court, 
slightly quicker than grass," 
Rusedski opined. “1 felt 1 was 
m control throughout 1 came 
out relaxed and loose, and 
pressed him all the way. He 
can give you a difficult time if 
you let him play." 

Rusedski's overall domi¬ 
nance was such that Lloyd, 
from his courtside seat en¬ 
joyed watching the match. 
“Greg’s service was superb," 
he said. “You don’t have to say 
very much when he plays like 
that It is just the start we 
needed.” 

Rusedski, who pays heed to 
offidal post-match statistics, 
will be delighted to note that 
he dropped just six points on 
service in the last two sets. He 
was taken to deuce just once in 
the match despite his assertion 
that “it was not a fabulous day 
for my first service". 

Victory for Great Britain in 
this Euro/African Zone One 
second-round match would 
project the team towards a 
promotion play-off for a place 
in the World Group, compris¬ 
ing 16 nations. 


'j. Ju- 




S: FINANCIAL WORRIES FORCE BRITISH CHAMPION CLUBS TO CONSIDER EUROPEAN WITHDRAWAL 


:• 1 _H (? -. -vd 9^ 
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schedule may be thrown off track 


r . . 

! ir 


iiar.sir.: ^:saopoinrmen: 


-’•.51 HA HANSEN has expressed dis¬ 
may at die prospect nf her club. 
5hafie>rur.v Barnet, having tn give up 
ib place in the European clubs' 
championship next month because it 
ii*.:;, n:;-i lx* able to meet the cost of 
c-Hnc part. Both champion dubs of 
Britain are threatening to pull out for 
financial reasons, with Relarave Har- 
ri-.-i’s on the men's side, "in similar 
vi i l lieu • ties. 

Hansen has been looking forward to 
• ■ptnins her outdoor season at the 
v omen s championship on May 30 in 
YHamnura. Portugal, where, she said, 
•.he was expecting to face Sarka 
Uusparknva and Rodica Mateescu. 
Kasoarkuva. from rhe Czech Republic, 
von the gold medal and Mateescu. 
fr.-rji Romania, the silver at the world 
inpiunships in Athens last August. 

t’f Shaftesbury Barnet’s prospalive 


By David Powell, athletics corrrespondent 


withdrawal. Hansen said: “It would be 
a real blow if we do not go. because this 
is a chance to measure my early-season 
form against two of the best triple¬ 
jumpers in the world." 

Five weeks after setting an indoor 
world record in winning the European 
title in Valenda, Hansen leaves today 
for three weeks' training in Italy. Her 
main summer goal is the European 
outdoor title, but she will also cany 
into the season the conviction that she 
can challenge the outdoor world record 
of 15.50 metres set in 1995 by Inessa 
Kravets, of Ukraine. 

Hansen’s indoor world record is 
15.16 metres and, as her international 
profile grows, so the opportunities to 
serve her club diminish. Shaftesbury 
Barnet qualified for the first time and 


Hansen feels especially disappointed 
for- herdubmates. “For the team-. jt is 
very damaging." Hansen said: “We 
have made h this far and I know we 
could do really well." 

The insolvent British Athletic Feder¬ 
ation (BAF) is powerless to help and 
unless a solution is found, it will be the 
first time in the 23-year history of 
European men’s dub competition that 
Britain will not be represented. 

The British League, without a spons¬ 
or, has reduced its grant by one-third 
and the BAF. which usually gives 
E4.000 towards the men’s champions' 
costs, cannot spend against creditors' 
money. The Foundation for Sport and 
the Arts, hit by declining pools reve¬ 
nue, no longer contributes. 

David Moorcroft, the chairman of 


Performance Athlete Services (PAS), 
which manages the World Class 
Performance programme, said: “PAS 
tending is about support to the 200 - 
odd athletes arid their partidpation in 
major international events for Great 
Britain. That predudes us getting 
money for dub teams." 

Howard Darbon, leader of the 
athletics service team for the English 
Sports Council, which distributes Nat¬ 
ional Lottery funding, said that money 
for European dub competition was not 
available. 

The patron of Bel grave is Sir Eddie 
Kuhikundis, the sport’s most generous 
private benefactor. However, Bill 
Laws, the Be I grave team manager, 
said: “As a matter of prindple, I do not 
think he should help us. It is a matter 
for the governing bodies of the sport 
and the Sports Council." 


SNOOKER 

Scotsman 
brings a 
smile to 
the Open 

By Phil Yates 

CRAIG MacGILLIVRAY, 
whose amusing impersoih 
aborts of Stephen Hendry and 
Alex Higgins have enlivened 
many tournaments backstage, 
showed that he has the ability 
to be much more than a 
mimic in Plymouth yesterday. 

The effervescent Scot. 
No 159 in the world, scored 
only his second victory of the 
season when be defeated 
Tony ChappeL of Swansea, 
5-3. to reach the last 64 of the 
British Open. 

MacGfllivray had failed to 
win a match since a solitary 
success at the Grand Prix in 
October. Disillusioned, his 
commitment to practice has 
suffered. Trailing 3-1 at the 
interval, be realised the error 
of his ways. “My preparation 
left an awful lot to be desired 
and I sat there, drinking a cup 
of tea. despising myself for 
being so lazy,” he said. 

The result of his annoyance 
was an appreciably improved 
performance. He compiled 
breaks of 73. 63. 45, 46 and 40 
to win four consecutive 
frames and earn a meeting 
with Stephen Lee. the No 16 
seed. 

MacGillivray has collected 
only £30.000 in prize-money 
in seven years as a profession¬ 
al. but this win has guaran¬ 
teed him a minimum payday 
of £2,100. “People think that 
being a snooker player is 
glamorous, but for the major¬ 
ity of us it’s anything but." he 
sakL 

To supplement his income 
MacGillivray works at the 
Shandon snooker centre, in 
Edinburgh, and last year 
acted as straight man for Sid 
Waddell on Sky Sports’ cover¬ 
age of the world Nine-Ball 
Pool Masters. 

Peter McCullagh. at No 162 
the only player below 
MacGillivray to negotiate the 
cut-throat qualifying school 
last summer that determined 
the composition of the 96-man 
main tour, also advanced to 
the last 64. 

McCullagh. employed on a 
part-time basis in his father's 
accountancy business and as 
introverted as MacGillivray is 
extroverted, defeated Tony 
Jones, the 1991 European 
Open champion. 5*1. 

Jamie Burnett, ot Hamil¬ 
ton, who, after six years of 
relative obscurity, is begin¬ 
ning to fulfil the potential that 
he showed when winning the 
United - Kingdom junior 
championship as a 14 year- 
old. displayed the self-assur¬ 
ance that can only be 
generated by recent success 
during a 541 whitewash of 
Leigh Griffin. 

Burnett, conqueror of Ste¬ 
phen Hendry in the Grand 
Prix and Regal Welsh Open 
this season, compiled breaks 
of 68 . 67 and 8 L 




■ ’■! i*r«—/... 


THE RECORD 


BASEBAU. 


NATIONAL LEAGUE. •> l jI.- 
FlortiJ 7. PiPsbu'Jh i ?,V_i':r.'.Y * y. L-: 
8 Los Anijtfk'fi 5 CiiV.iivw. - l'*x\ 

iaiWOUl.jf.-C A Alljrjj fj Phil:.Ms.' • j 1 
M?ts j Sar, Funo-. v 
C-cJorai? f, AttMiH 4 
AMERICAN LEAGUE. PcrArto V- 
Baltimore, J C'!.- o Till;*' Pi 
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BASKETBALL 


BUDW0SER LEAGUE 

9 T Ihanv:. VaV. To*,, cc 
76 L*Morer Rt>n-i 53 
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP Ojancr- 
final piay-vfls. F ho;.- i £-1 ' 

CSt.AMwr.'. P 1 -.;I 7 £’■<“ -.;r T,- : 
nil ~t EJc-i PiSVii l.iauVn iT.i; ■'. 
NATIONALASSOCUHOH ;i- 
Ill Miriivj',.-la -0* N- -..v, 

Cmc-.i; '0 LA LU>i.- i 1 :7; 

CiO(-JonS4.v;f : 

V.IJ Murre as 1»‘ CV„. ; t- 
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• -> r :. • 1 - l- :. ui 

" ■ 0 F, C-i >■,' 
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•} J ’• ■--,• -.-I .y.-'.n, r • 

p Ii,._ 

li'-.'-h-V: 

•: '• i-. „• . ■>.•»• iiv., 

- 1 .. 1 ■ -.j. •.... . i>.. 

■ '-lu'. - ■ • 

I ,h J : : . •. r- •> 
Trial r> 0 ^r.. 

F--.li r . 1 :. ; 


r. = •.■.••nii ... : . 


i-i: I ;:OH INSURANCE COMBINATION. Fra 
] sMiion t- ; —.0* 1 V>nor-l 1 
.1 "W | :;O.RTrtiV=ST COUNTIES LEAGUE-Fast 
.i.-.a 1 I ji.-iic*! -*r..n>>Ten I Curw inh S 
: -'• 1 -CRErVFI •» DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
1 jNcvjri T- id in 3 5 j.-; .-veil S 

• J5V.SON SOUTH WESTERN LEAGUE 

CUP: Spmi.tipji- p,.. imirj j L ii --3Jd 1 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: Premier League 
Trcvhy. Semj-firai ,unj" , -l'>; Huret^r- 
1 -:y.hyp..L-:i..'ic 1 Semi-final 

■ 1 •• £.-r ; “hirp Z C*."ffl 1 

Vlf.'TO TROPHY; Semi-find tqitU urxVtf- 
-ii.- -‘iwii j r.;?.-i!c:<i»tT. iLan- 

LfE^RTAL'CRES CUP: Group five: Rher 
■ 7.7 i:-uT7 JI r c ‘fru; I 


GOLF 


' -z 1 ;■ 


BOWLS 


MELTON MOW3RA>. EWisl. ii.^’O 
Bov.-Ls AsriOiMli-an nasi-ar-a 1 Jurat.’ 
ships: Singles. Flrei rounc -. v . 

van-..’, l: '? P.j-iaV|:.-iii ...‘ 1 1 1 

Cii.iTT.inr iPr/TS'in, a: fl 6".-. . --i I 

Part. 1 Ji n r C-:rj-.rn .To-- -r ■ - ; 

R-J&3TLCT1 tSh#r>6SVl 71 .- <" ] 

tllmiTV,iorr W f-l E.rfn-j 'T jf ;-i C - ; 

15 I! Sn«:h to — 7 ...T/- 1 

iBenDumi ^1-t- D >3hf .in. . "l’,..-i. . I 

W N Bat...K i i i i : 

iMc-tr VaOw )tiPlJMoii.t*;;:r-. 1 : 
17 N Cvrti.n f r : '■ ■> - II- . . 

lOWMiii'21-17 SU-A-.-t L:-.r- •• .? - 

■Cdion i.Erowtit'i’ r.a.'ii 2 . • I-'. ,-.r:. : 
Fofcni tr N 8te': .HuiiTn,’-: • 1 

King iFmewocrt P i f; 1 >.'• • • ■. ■ 

iCypf>:mi Cl-3 K H=r».:r<.--ri .7. ■ - 

d iY>:30 j: -■_• . j j 

,Th..i:nat,-r t - 1 J **.i* ,Lu -i -1 • 

WoJtor iRrt?iiu.V, L: Fi : i v:i : < ■ V : n • '• v ..■ j 
ci-15 P tSewt -Ec«iri,-.-: ■ a •; ; 

(Cumonal 2I- T . A Pnp-Jj L 

i2.uiDJh.i Cl-,7 SeconJ .^u,:d 
Moon v. C’uronr 2 r. iz A--■ ii j -j • ■ i , . 

Ci-11 Smith l■! C-h,.the r; 

CottK-n 31-P Mi-v U r.lr-'i;.;- .-i-i'i 
H rtvaascn LM Kirvj 21-15 V.-i c-r, 71 i'-jC- 
Cl-n Eennen h: Fn-’ti.: ;m; Pa-rs 
Sami finals: S Sie.-en: am i i-yv: 5 j 1 
w M TureLi «nd LFc-jr, i:-'.'' - 

and <a Syc ;; ;• O 

Wilson w*i C Pl2s-i:i rScM'ii-:,;.-> .'.‘.-i ’■ 
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*. Lily :c7I.I-7 

ju.kf= iP.'.virjiiEa.-. z-jfi A..-., 

■ j'- liT>r 
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j T;E,.' ORLEANS. Louisiana.' Rocport 
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I :-1 •• c -k- 67. F -FTi ii d A 

| > -'-2 -<1 1 : =«.h <5..-.fc). B 

! c '-: r .je..-.-. t -SA- f 

| LV -j Cj T T-iJ;, :j urvvt'.ior. R 
j C:• l...v: SOjii-j; 2 Henvqer. J 
I • .-r .- 7 . 6? A T.va-,. D 

i 1 . j:J Gi?, ‘ '.V'ljtf.crm 

1 .’ .. -• Fj>r.34f J 0,-3M 

j <.'• ■-_■ 73 : 71: 

•“'I*-- .■■-■•.■••-. i (An j: D 

* •• ' j..,-. 11 .;C‘ J Parvj* 

! ■ ■ "r Ji ‘. lici e 

1 L-: :CCU.. CoKomm. La-.y, Drugs US 

1 L r C -. u-.s'irji?. LeuA-ig fcrairound 
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■; 11": 
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CRICKET 


t"ular toum:in:cn! i 

day internatcciiai 
istralia v Zimfcainvc 

IA6AP'Ai.-J.mH ■ a- -.j i 

intjJC-.--.-r’. :.l j 

AUSTRALIA 1 

h-frv 10 * D Swr^i. : _■ j 

iu.shlbv.-b HBftVf. •- ! 

jjr^i run slI 

an c Strea'- b Evar.. * I ! 

P_jgt 1 b G J -.'.rnl’JU . f | 

miinn b S-fiai 
CCl uin crjl 

me no* uut 
X»l:Cn I!cl c-u 
1 ir 3 {,■ 

wkts, 50 overs; .. 

irsng an-i A " J.-i.. 1 r .,-1 > t . 
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- i„:-i 


co .id 
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tu 2 ..; 
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25 3 

1.4 
24.3 

2.4 

3/4 

V-i 


r - •-•: T-r U-urow 


io«el 70: J SlEptitfKon (Aus|. P Sma C 
Mr.Cunly,B Burton. D Andrews 71 :L Kean. 
M Haipm, P Braday. S SDudnwch (GB1. K 
Noble. A Mctmfcw (GB). J Lee (SNoO. L 
Hackney f>3B). V Goetze-Ackwmaa D 
AmmacGOane. 72: N Scrarton, R Jones, A 
Beni C Sorensam (Swe), B Iwreon, M 
Hireoo (Japani. C Dbnati (GB). C Bi^iock. 
Olher scores: 73: S Lowe (GB). A 
GwenslarTi (Swel 74. C Madhew (GB). L 
FakTJcu3fi (GB) 

XIAMEN. China: Omni Masters: Leedng 
scores after two rounds: 141: Park No- 
s skM (5KW) 70 71. B Qurm (US) 70. 71. 
142: Kano Wook^oon ISKon 74. 66. B 
RuanqH iThan 73. 6Sr S Mcheel (US) 71, 
71. 0 Zarate (PtiJl 71.71 C PfetJhd iThai) 
71. 71 143: Wiang Tar-cfiang (Tap&l 74, 
69 Lin Wen-lang iTaipes) 74. 63. Zhang 
Ujtmwi (China) 74. 69 H YarnamoKJ 
1 Japan; 72. 71 144: C Korops ISA; 72, 72. 
r huM 1 Japani 72. 72. Nam Young-woo 
iSKon 72. 72 

SANDWICH AND DEAL: Hafcrd Hewitt 
loumamenl First round: Haltaybury br 
BogW'on S-0 S( Bees te VfesBrtnslei 4-1. 
Akaenham br Ropioti 3»-l-t. Cheflcnham 
bl Sronytiursl 3 2 Malvcm pi Dowmsado 5-0: 
iMvigih W Uppmgham 3-2. Beridiamsjed tit 
Si,3iw 3-2 Wohngiop bt OJwidi 4-1. The 
Levi b: Gresham 5 3-2. CNgweU U 
Mv,rrhanl T-i/lor s 3-2. Lanang til Taurton 
4' MrjdtosJcm til EluTrtefl's 31 --I.V 

.VuicJ-i-sier b( WodsiabooLigh 4-1 Lueiio 
tn M.tflborough 3-2. Higtigale bt Si Paufs 
3-2. Hanovv M Mfl Hi 3 V --1S Second 
round. BMdfieU b! EJnturgh Acadrany 
3-y ix me 23id hotel. Foties bi Cranigigh 
3-2 i^-arremousr hi LiwjuxmI 3k-Ik- 
Chrewsfciur,/ br VAcNn 32. CMlon br 
Haitevour. 3-2: Aldenham bl S( Bees 3-2. 
Wai -on's y Ampteicnlfi 3<- - 1 : . Epsom W 
SheirteTte J-2. T on budge bi WeSngion 5-0 

HOCKEY ~~ 

MILTON KEYNES: biter-league ptay-ofls: 
Pool A: E.«jicorc 3 Peierborougfi Town 2 
Pool B: O-loid Hawks 2 Hartoma 1 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE iNHLi Waslmgion 4 
Tampa Gay 1. PhiTacfclpha 3 Los Angeles 0. 
San Joic 3 Ohawa 3 Ch«ag,3 2 Color- 
ado l 


RACKETS 


LACOSTE BRITISH OPEN DOUBLES 
CHAMPIONSHIP. Quarter-finals: N Smnh 
ondSHazniibi JGroni ardMFaTBt-Bnwn 
15-6. !«. (5-2. 15-0. M Hubbard arxf R 
WaheN. wjn-cwer J fAae and M Hue 
WilloViK bl T and W Sawrev-Caoleson 15-3 
15-7 15-0.15-10. W&x>ne3ndP Brake br 
H Arwius ar«J A Scammel 15-5. I5-T. 15-10. 
T 5-0 


REAL TENNIS 


UDRD'b' British Land amateur singles 
champronstap: Ouatter-Gnais: J Snow bl J 
Picmn 6-3.6-t. 641- M Howard bt A Page 6- 
.' 6-1. 64 J WUcockS bl 1 Snell 6-2. 6-2. 
6-2 n Pondngh bt N O'Hagan 6-3 6-1.6-1 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


ALLIANCE CHAMPIONSHIP: HaUav 2 
Sheffield 10 Hunstet 14 Wiqan 44. Si 
Helens 26 S-Htord 25 
CLUB MATCH- Dewsbury 6 OKfimni 20 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LEAGUE: MrH- 
60urne24 North Sydney IB Sydney City 30 
iiawana 16 rAanf/10 Panamata 34 


RUGBY UNION 


A international match 

England 40 Ireland 30 

England A Tries: Brown, fidter. GWea. 
Lewsey. Meneah. Stumham Cora: 
Srftnpron 2 Pens: Sampson 2 Ireland A 
Tries: Everu, McWeeney, Mtaphy. Cons 
Woods 3 Pens: Woods 3 Att 5.(100. 
(atnetmond) 

Undw-21 International 
matches 

England 7 Ireland 9 

England Under-21: Try: Pniofiard Con: 

Brown. Intend Under-21; Pens: O'Gara 3. 
(a; Ftehmond) 

Wales 14 France 3 

Wales Under-21: Try: Cm Pens: Oil 3 
France Under- 21 : Pen: EEssatte 
(ai South Wales Pofce) 

Super 12 tournament 
Weangtwi 30 Golden Cals 15 

Wefltngton Hurricanes: Tries: Umaga. 
Howiaa Core Hofwefl Pens: Hohrell 6 
Golden Cteff. Tries: A Venter. EQs Con 
Smith Parr Srritti 

far Rugby PxK Nw Plymouth) 


SKIING 


TIGNES. France: British land cNklren's 


w»i 1 . r wmai iumjmuwj -TO * 

Noble lEctnburghi 38 50. 3. 

(London) 38 716 Cnldren 1 |85 
Hun (a Atoans) 40 74. 2. R Rerrto 
lEdrtJtegh) 41 54; 3. E Drake (Kngsiav 
lean-Thamei) 42.4. Girts: Chldran &. i. K 
Head (Oxford) 43.82.2 LSpaflord (Enfield) 


THE«efi» TIMES 


SPORTS SERVIGEr 


RACING 

Commentary 

Call 0891 500 123 

Results 

Call 0891100 123 


FOOTBALL 

Reports and scores from the 
FA Cup and 
FA Carling Premiership 

Call 0839 555 502 

Reports and scores from 
the Nationwide League 

Can 0839 555 512 


Calls cost 50p per minute 


44.35; 3. E SarsfieU (Durham) 45.10 
Chidran i: 1 , L Swp [Glasgow) 4554:2, 
fl Travers (Glasgow) 46 83. 3. K McGany 
(DuMn) 4828^ 


SNOOKER 


PLYMOUTH PAVHJONS: Brifch Open: 
First round: W Thome (Eng) bi P Wykes 
(Eng) 5-3. J PonyJEng) bt D Taylor (N Ire) 
5-3. □ O'Kane WZ> M T Saw (EngJ 5-1; C 
Scanlon (Eng) bt M OaavuteltowsW (ScoQ 
&4; J Burned (Scot) bt L Gntfln (Eng) 5-0; P 
McCUUagti (Eng) bl T Jones (Engj5-1. C 
MacGHIvrayjScoO bl T Chappa (Waters) 
5-3. G DaU (Scot) blW Blown (Eng) 5-2M 
jLrige (W W M CampbellJScoU 5-t: S 
Mazrocte (Eng) bt A Bunsm (Eng) 5^. S Ab 
(PI*) U L Rfchartteon (Eng) 5-J N Pearce 
lEng) bl P Linas (Engl 5-4 


SPEEDWAY 


SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: taswldi 43 
Eastbajme 41; Postponed: Beta Vue v 
Swmdon {beck waterioggad) 

CHALLENGE MATCHES: Swrdon 44 
Poate 46 (Swndon win 94-66 on ag¬ 
gregate). Sheffield 16 Hon 8 (abandoned 
alter 4 heats, heavy ran). Postponed: isle 
0> Wight v Beeler (track waterlogged). 
PRBittBT LEAGUE CUP: Postponed: 
Edteburgh v Berwick (bach waieiVogged) 


SQUASH 


NATIONAL INDOOR ARENA, 


15-12. iy-,. Irf -a. uuoiioiiaMQ. oansnai 
Khan (Pak) br P Johnson (Engj 15 - 11 . 
15-11.17-15: D Jenson (Aus) bt D Evans 
(Wales) 9-15, 15-11. 15-6. 15-6 Women: 

fi APnnrt ifmnH* C UMnhi 7C_\ i_i 


(Eng) bl 


S Fte-Gensd (Au^ tr F 
9-t. 9-6. 9-5, C Jackman 
— (Get) 10 - 6 . 9-6. 9-7 


TENNIS 


HUTON HEAD. South CaroAruc Fanly 

Clrole Cup: Second round: A MWer (US) n 

M Plerw (Fr) 6-3, 6 - 3 . A Coecer ISA) bl S 

a%r 6 - 3 3 £ s ?& , s , 0 t r E L 

tJWhmiMW (Ass) 7-5, 2-6, 6-2. A Fusa 
(Frt bl C Tonnns-Vatero (Sp) 7-6. 6-7. 6-1 

35™ ra “" d: L Daianport (US) bl ft 

wapq^ (Rornl , 6-3.7-5: M Sdas (US) 
W N Zvereva (Bela) 64). 6-7.6-2. r Spates 
- ,ka (Ptfl 6-3, &-1 

-- 6-2 

§3 L'R^ncnd 

(US) bt Malar 1 -e. 6i B-3. Coeear bt V 
Psacual-fiuano (Sp) fro. 6-4. 

DAVIS CUP; Latest scores: World 
Skwaka 1 Sweden 0 fte Brai 

Aiiai ala 1 arrtsabwe 1 [n MMua). Italy 1 

India Ofin Genoa): Germany 2 South Alrtea 
0^1 SwWI: Braa 1 Span 0 (In Porto 
Altegre). Swltzieriand 1 Czech Republic 0 on 
Zinch) Aare-Oceania 2 one: Group one: 
J«»n 2 NMZeteand 0 fn Myazald): South 
Kore e ^l Uzbe losjan 1 (n SaouO Group 

two: Thaltetd 1 Ph*pptfws I (In Manriar. 


^ \owaf o-u. irt , Ihff, l opiPt 

as: K^ 3 fsss, 'sans 

Sana bt J Novotna iCz) 3-6. 6-4. 6-2; 



Jamaica 0 (In Lana): Venezuela 1 Guate- 
rnteaO(inCaracas1. Uruguay 1 Paraguay 1 
W Montevideo). ^ 



Campbell fails to save 
Zimbabwe from defeat 

■ CRICKET: Alistair Campbell, the Zimbabwe captain, 
scored a superb century, but could not prevent his team 
slipping to a 13-run defeat against Australia in the tri-nation 
one-day series in Ahmedabad. India. Campbell, who opened 
the innings, was last man out off the penultimate delivery 
for 103. Zimbabwe, chasing Australia's 252 for seven, were 
within sight of victory when a 91-run stand between 
Campbell and Murray Goodwin, who made 55, took them to 
143 for one in the thirtieth over. However, they then lost 

their next four wickets for 20 runs and the last five for 76, and ■ 
were dismissed for 239. Michael Bevan made the top score 
for Australia with 65. while Ricky Porting made 53. 

Doohan beats own record 

® WOTORCYCLBIG: Michael Doohan, the 500cc world 
champion, was fastest in the first qualifying session yesterday 
for (he Japanese Grand Prix in Siizoka. which opens the 
season tomorrow. Despite complaining that the new 
regulations enforcing the use of unleaded fuel would slow 
down hisHonda, the Australian lapped the 3.644-miIe track 
in 2min 07.641sec. well inside his own 1997 Suzuka circuit 
word. Doohan, who is pursuing his fifth successive 500 cc 
tide, was pushed hard by Norfynki Haea, of Japan. 

Tadaynki Okada, also of Japan, was third fastest 

Dampier leaves Steelers 

"OCweys Alex Dampier and Sheffield Steelers parted 
Sffh ( .S lday aftEr a ,? Cc ^? fuJ six-season association in 
fropb* 5 - Dampier's final game 
^.aiways rumoured to be last 
Saturday’s third/fourth place play-off win at the Nynex 
Arena over Manchester Storm — and so it proved. Newcastle 
Cobras and the new London franchise are believed to be 
among those ready to ensure that Dampier has a future in 
SSfJsSSif" Pnestlay ' a player 'favourite to rake 

Smith stays focused 

■ CtffiUN&pavid Smith and his team of Scottish 

P erth *eir world tide assault in 

Kamloops. Canada, today with a game against a 
Norwegian side that struggled in the laslEuropean 

«.-oA“iSSE=iS 15 S^i^^ 3 SSp . 
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Shock news about 
our violent fans 


L ast weekend was deemed 
a dark one for English 
rootbal] and its supporters 
and indeed it was. Yet 
both the unrest at Barnsley and the 
death at Gillingham were treated 
with the same fatuous distancing 
as these shocking events always 
produce. That is “these people" 
were at it again. It is a lie. it is pat 
and it is laay. 

Football and football supporters 
are not outside or apart from 
ordinary life in Britain. Football is 
not peculiar in its patterns, 
behaviours, order or disorders, in 
fact, while by no means a matter 
for congratulations, when you 
consider the idea that, outside of 
war. soccer sees the world’s great¬ 
est tegular aiming together of 
males and unchecked passions, it 
is a marvel that the arrangement 
yields as little disgrace as it does. 

One of the most enduring and 
paranoic myths about supporters 
is the idea of organised football 
violence. The notion that the 
ugliness that scars each season is 
the cleverly orchestrated actions of 
certain well-drilled sects within the 
game, whose every hour is spent 
playing cat and mouse with the 
police and are as much a wily, 
trained force as the IRA, is pure 
trash. The truth is that the police 
are actually dealing with some¬ 
thing far more dangerous than 
organised football violence. And 
that is unorganised football vio¬ 
lence. The same dark beast that 
prowls pubs, nightclubs, dty 
streets and the home. It is its very 
randomness that makes it so 
impossible to combat. Yet we 
constantly hear of fans having 
“generals" or “recruiters" “thug 
networks" and “crowd leaders'*. 

No. The “generals" and the 
attendant minority of rabble rous¬ 
ers who apparently are both 
“known” and "under constant 



surveillance" are simply the visi¬ 
ble. easy. PR-end of the security 
headache. If football violence were 
organised, it would be a fraction of 
the problem it is. After all. last 
week’s awful death took palce 
outride Gillingham's ground for 
God’s sake. And yet here was 
David Mellor et al shaking heads 
and wringing hands and jabber¬ 
ing about the game “slipping back 
into the abyss” and “the few 
spotting it for everyone” as though 
the multifarious confusion of per¬ 
sonalities that attend matches each 
week were a manageable whole, a 
classroom of boys on probation, a 
single thought As Brian Gough 
once said: “Funny when there’s an 
armed robbery in a supermarket 
nobody seeks to blame Marks and 
Spencer." Of course the authorities 
have to say something, but the idea 


of plotting cells of “other people”, 
of bogeymen, of “thugs under the 
bed” is risible. 

Now. adding to the gloom of the 
last seven days, we see die outra¬ 
geous and insidious TV campaign 
wanting people not to dare come 
out to see the World Gup without 
tickets. If seeks to shepherd sup¬ 
porters toward government-hosted 
information rites that will tel] them 
the rules about attending matches. 
So much for freedom of movement 
in the EC. So much for The 
People's Tournament This is not a 
necessary security measure. This 
is panic, paranoia and bullying. 
The last half-dozen or so violent 
outbreaks at international match¬ 
es in Europe have squarely been 
blamed on heavy-handed policing; 
and all this repressive, and possi¬ 
bly illegal, campaign does is give 
security forces more room to push 
people around. The World Cup is 
for anybody who wishes to attend. 
It is not beyond any one nation's 
organisational skills. There is no 
suggestion that this World Cup is a 
tinder box unlike any other and 
that each game needs policing so 
far beyond an ordinary fixture that 
laws about freedom of movement 
must be drafted. 

So. after seeing this disturbing 
and revolting TV ad, I am urging 
everyone 1 know to holiday at the 
World Cup this year: it is on our 
doorstep and should be fantastic. I 
shall instruct all those who are 
mined away — despite having 
paid for a seat at a football match 
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Barnsley v Liverpool: more typically unorganised violence 


through whatever source they 
choose — to organise outside the 
ground. Where, of course, they will 
be shoved, intimidated and proba¬ 
bly interned. Then we might all 
ponder how odd it is than a “small 
minority" seem to have panicked 
the entire European security 
system into surrender and martial 
law. 

During the live radio coverage 
of Barnsley’S tumultuous game 
against Liverpool, as the Barnsley 


■ FACT: In a recent poll to discover which footballers had breasts 
like ladies’, the top three votes were for John Hartson. Jan Molby 
and Tho mas Br olin. 

■ CONNECTED FACT!: John Hartson has a reputation of personal 
confrontation when goaded! 

■ FACT: As instigator of the poll 1 was not allowed to vote for 
anyone. However, all those who did I keep on file. 


fans — another hotbed?—invaded 
the pitch and the referee took a 
police escort off the field, inevitably 
one of the commentators said: 
“This is disgraceful, there can be 
no reason whatsoever for people 
getting on the pitch.” unaware that 
this is one of the dumbest dictas in 
the world. Of course there's a 
reason people get on the pitch. 
There has to be. And you’re 
looking right at it The reason IS 
football. You know, that same 
thing advertisers, publishers. TV. 
heart-seeking politicians and the 
entire soccer industry have beat 
bellowing about ever louder this 
past ten years or so. Big happy old 
football — the brand new family 
game! “Eat football, sleep football” 
one campaign tells us. Shame so 
many people seem lost in a dream 
about football too. 


Mr Ferguson and the disappearing white sign 


■ The signs for Manchester United are 
getting worse. A few weeks ago 1 
exclusively revealed the (theoretical) news 
that Alex Ferguson had resigned. This 
hypothesis was largely based on the glow on 
Alex's nose suddenly dimming in harmony 
with United’s previously brilliant form and 
his own fanatical dedication to the cause. Ill 
own up to being unsure at the time whether, 
chicken and egg-like, the terrible form had 
doused the hooter or the hooter heralded the 
terrible form. .. . . •_ i . 

Now I know' it is indeed Alex that is 


physically spent and it is the team’s energy 
reacting in its wake. Despite a weak and 
scrambled victory last week. I cannot have 
been alone among onlookers in bring 
shocked id see Ferguson so indifferent to the 
eventual outcome that he had jettisoned the 
only other talisman' outside his famous 
crimson bugle that might be judged an ever¬ 
present in this armoury of omens — his 
dogged speck of spiL 

Ever since I have been aware of Alex 
Ferguson as a managerial force he has been 
accompanied in all cutaway shots showing 


him directing operations form the bench by 
a small spot of white spume that set up 
permanent residence on the tip of his 
tongue. Nobody, neither friend or foe of this 
mighty dub, can conjure up apicture of its 
Grossen' Taktikfuhrer without envisaging 
the eternal struggle that took place each 
match as Bogie fought to expel whatever it 
was freon the edge of his gob. Identifying 
this rogue blob of matter almost became a 
game-within-a-game among my rirrie with 
all the spills and thrills of the main event 
itself. 


It soon became plain that he immovable 
fleck an Fergie’S lower lip was as much a 
reliable augury as the monkeys on Gibraltar 
or the ravens at tire Tower. Last weekend it 
was gone. Whether it was sacked by surgery 
or natural causes we don’t yet know. All we 
have to muse on are the words of the ancient 
seen 

Nose Dimm’d 
Absence of Spit 
Man United 
Are Deep In the Mire. 

I said he was a seer. Not a poet- 


Bobby, Jimmy, 
gone for ever 


■ In a moment of rascally 
inspiration recently. Chris 
Evans told listeners to his radio 
show that my true name was 
David Baker. Inventing a suitably 
mundane story to accompany this 
delicious concoction he has suc¬ 
ceeded in making even close 
acquaintances look at me askance. 
Relaying the confusion the gag 
had caused. I announced to Chris 
last week that I intended to up the 
stakes by adopting the David 
handle permanently, and be en¬ 
couraged the idea, going so far as 
to conjure up the superbly sub- 
Wildean thought that “the only 
people who go by their true names 
these days have something to 
hide.” 

Now. while not 100 per cent 
hue. there may actually be some¬ 
thing in his booze-boosted logic. 
Certainly in two instances, foot¬ 
ballers live in almost uniform 
denial of their given handles. The 
chief casualty in this titular purge 
would seem to be Bobby. For 
more than 600 years, the correct 
diminutive of Robert was always 
Bob or Bobby and. until recently, 
it was virtually a law that no side 
could take to the pitch without at 
least half a dozen Bobbys. Bobby 
Chariton. Bob Wilson. Bobby 
Gould. Now that name is as 
extinct as smallpox Robbie 
Fowler. Rob Jones. Robbie 
Mustoe. 

Similarly there has been some 
kind of pogrom inflicted against 
Jimmy. Again, if ever a name 
walked up to you shook yotr 
warmly by the hand and called 
you “comrade" it was the rank 
foursquare chumminess of “Jim¬ 
my". Jimmy Greaves. Jim Leigh¬ 
ton. Jimmy Armfield. Today the 
very idea seems as quaint as a 
Cecil a Jeremiah, an IsambartL 
We have Jamie Redknapp. Jamie 
Fullerton, Jamie Pollock. I sup¬ 
pose. like us all modem players 
are more influenced by die dic¬ 
tates of pop music than their 
ancestors, and Robbie Williams 
was always going to be more of a 
siren than Bob Wills & His Texas 
Playboys. 

Ftrhaps the most radical over¬ 
hauling of what P.G. Wodehouse 
referred to as “(he rough work 
pulled at the four concerns the 
manager of Charlton Athletic. 
Here's the story. 1 was recently 
reeling from spending a breath¬ 
less day in the company of Led 
Zeppelin’s Robert “Not Robbie” 
Plant and Jimmy “Not Jamie” 
Page together with their manager, 
John Curbishley. John, as you’ve 
no doubt figured, turns out to be 
the brother of Addicts' boss Alan. 
Later, on revealing this to a pair of 


friends, they trumped my titbit by 
announcing that they were in fact 
at school with the Curbishley boys 
and that, though John may indeed 
be a John. Alan is a modem 
invention possibly not as old as 
satellite TV or Tamagotchi virtual 
pets. For. years ago. when they 
larkishly tanged the blackboard 
duster out on the tack of the 
young Curbishley's blazer, he was. 
according to them, undeniably 
already a gifted footballer. But an 
Alan? No sill He rejoiced in the 
kind of first name that no child in 
a North London playground 
might either forgive or forget He 
was Llewelyn Curbishley. 

□ Danny Baker is on Talk Radio 
(1053-1089am) every Saturday at 
1130am and 530pm. 


Llewelyn! And that young men 
called Llewelyn are forced to 
renounce such magnificent label¬ 
ling and seek refuge in the safe 
austerity of “Alan” says more 
about the slide into corporate 
conformity football has suffered 
since the war than any amount of 
share issues and hospitality suites 
ever could. 

And it must stop, right now. So, 
footballers arise! Return to your 
roots! My name is Danny Baker 

— and 1 will fight the man who 
says it’s not! Bobby. Jim. Llewelyn 

— the door has been kicked aside! 
Now let us run. run into the fight! 
Bade to the land of our fathers! 

Wager that’ll 
have you 
floating on air 

■ While not yet strictly a 
sport, something I 
discovered this week does 
seem to have the potential to draw 
a large crowd and. more 
importantly, earn its active 
participants money via the 
"off-track" wagering that 
inevitably results (something 
that cannot be said for ice- 
skating). Here it is. Take two 
cans of Coca-Cola. One a regular 
can of Coke the other a can of 
Diet Coke. Place them one after 
the other into a large tubful of 
water. The regular Coke sinks but 
the Diet Coke floats. While 
your audience marvels and 
arguments break out, grab the 
takings and flee to the next town. 
Now, as to why it works... I 
have no idea. 


BOWLS 

Smith puts 
paid to 
champion 

By David Rhys Jones 

A STRONG field for the 
Frizzell national indoor sin¬ 
gles championship at Melton 
Mowbray, including five men 
who played for England at 
Swansea last month, looked 
less formidable after the first 
round yesterday. 

Tony ADcock. the world 
outdoor champion, was 
promptly dispatched by Nigel 
Smith, of Barking, whom he 
beat in the 1987 final, on 
Thursday, while Gary Smith, 
the 1988 champion from Beck¬ 
enham. scored only three 
shots against Mervyn King 
yesterday. 

Richard Sampson was beat¬ 
en by Paul Bennett, of Bod¬ 
min, Les Gilfett. the Inter¬ 
national Open champion and 
England reserve, lost to An¬ 
drew Friend, of Ipswich, and 
Nick Brett, the national junior 
champion, was defeated by 
Jamie Mills, of South Forest 

Nigel Smith. 33. took the 
bowls world by storm in 1984. 
when, while still a teenager, 
he defeated David Bryant in 
the semi-finals of the world 
indoor singles championship 
at Coatbridge, before losing 
narrowly to Jim Baker, of 
Ireland, in the final. 

“Whatever happened to 
Nigel Smith?" boiwls follow¬ 
ers often ask, because be 
seemed to have disappeared. 
In fact he has toiled hard at 
dub and county level, reached 
the England final in 1987 and 
made it into the England 
team in 1990. 

His victory over Allcock 
was more convincing than the 
21-14 scoreline suggests, as he 
led 20-9 before Allcock saved 
face with a flurry of shots. 
Smith went on to book a place 
in the quarter-finals with a 
21-15 win over Duncan Chris¬ 
tie. of Reading. 

The biggest surprise, how¬ 
ever. was King's second- 
round. 21-15 defeat at the 
hands of Keith Henderson, a 
retired joiner from Hexham, 
who was. at 60. the oldest 
player in the field by at least 
20 years. Barely two months 
ago. King, listed No 3 in the 
world professional rankings, 
was runner-up in the world 
indoor singles championship 
at Preston. 


ICE SKATING 


Exciting Eldredge 
finds silver lining 

From Angela. Court in Minneapolis 


ALTHOUGH Alexei 
Yagudin, 18. of Russia, be¬ 
came the youngest winner of 
the men’s world figure skating 
championship since 1963 here, 
the night belonged to Todd 
Eldredge. of die United States. 

In front of a patriotic crowd 
on Thursday. Eldredge took 
to the ice for the free 
programme tying fourth, 
knowing that it was almost 
impossible to win after falter¬ 
ing on his combination jump 
in the short programme on 
Wednesday. His performance 
was not about going for gold 
tat restoring pride. 

A fall on the opening quad 
jump must have been unset¬ 
tling. but from then on he 
seemed to be inspired. Seven 
triple jumps, including two 
axels, followed and, by the 
end, the audience was on its 
feet in appreciation. Marks of 
up to 5.9 for presentation gave 
Eldredge first place in the free 
section and the silver medal. 

Yagudin, who led after the 
short programme, also landed 
seven triple jumps, but dou¬ 
bled a planned quad and 
singled a triple toe loop. His 
overall performance lacked 


the drive of Eldredge, but 
second place in this section 
was enough for the title. “I was 
lucky.” Yagudin said later. “I 
didn’t skate my best” 

Yagudin’s compatriot, 
Evgeni Plushenko. 15. took the 
bronze after falling three times 
m the first two minutes of his 
free programme. 

Steven Cousins, of Great 
Britain, finished sixth in the 
free programme, but was un¬ 
able to advance from seventh 
place overall. To music from 
Gone With the Wind, he 
began strongly with a triple 
lutz, but fell on a triple axel. 
He managed the jump suc¬ 
cessfully later and added a 
further five triples. 

Cousins said that he had 
been suffering from a pinched 
groin nerve for a week and. at 
times, had found it painful to 
walk, let alone skate. 

This being his most success¬ 
ful season to date. Cousins 
stud that he would not make a 
decision about staying in eligi¬ 
ble competition for at least 
three months. “At this stage I 
don’t know what I will do.” he 
said. “I have to weigh up all 
the options carefully.” 


CYCUNG 


Bartoli favoured to 
assume leadership 


MICHELE BARTOLI. of Ita¬ 
ly, the World Cup winner last 
year, starts the J996 second 
round, the Tour of Flanders, 
tomorrow as favourite to take 
over the series leadership 
from Erik Zabek of Germany, 
the winner two weeks ago of 
the Milan-San Remo race 

(Jeremy Whittle writes). 

Zabel will be absent from 
the Belgian classic but Bartoli 
expects strong opposition from 
Johan Museeuw. of Belgium, 
a former world champion now 
hitting peak form. 

Museeuw-s Mapei teamwi1 
also be able to look to Frank 
Vandenbroucke. winner of the 
Paris-Nice race in Man*. 
Vandenbroucke fell heavily m 
the Milan-San Remo race. 


damaging his suspect right 
knee, but has made a surpris¬ 
ingly quick recovery. 

Museeuw, 32. who wore the 
world champion’s jersey in 
1997. had been written off by 
the Belgian media until a 
spate of recent wins bought 
him back into contention. 

“1 am more relaxed this 
year,” he said, “and I’m get¬ 
ting to my best form at the 
right time.” 

O Colin Sturgess, of Britain, a 
former world pursuit champi¬ 
on who has lived in Australia 
for the past four years, has 
returned to England and 
joined the newly-formed Team 
Brite. He has his first race 
today in the St Ives ten-mile 
trial near St Neats. 


AMERICAN 

FOOTBALL 

Monarchs 
set to find 
new realm 

By Richard Weth erell 

THERE have been many 
changes to the World League 
of American Football (WLAF) 
since Barcelona won the 
World Bowl last June, not 
least its name. When Rhein 
and Amsterdam kick-off the 
200th game today it will be in 
the NFL Europe League. The 
aim, the league claims, is to 
create a stronger link between 
die competition in North 
America and its primary in¬ 
ternational vehicle. 

The name may have 
changed but the six teams are 
almost the same. The London 
Monarchs. who made Stam¬ 
ford Bridge their home last 
year, are no more. Instead the 
England Monarchs will play 
three games at the Crystal 
Palace National Sports 
Centre (the first of which is 
tomorrow), and one game 
each at Bristol City FCs 
Ashton Gate and the Alexan¬ 
der Stadium. Birmingham. It 
is a far cry from that glorious 
June evening in 1991 when the 
Monarchs won the inaugural 
World Bowl in front of 61.108 
spectators at Wembley. The 
three new grounds, with ca¬ 
pacities of 14,000, 18.000 and 
22JXXX could not cope with 
such a crowd between them. 

The Scottish Claymores are 
also on the move, leaving 
Murrayfield. in Edinburgh, 
to play a home game in 
Glasgow at Partick Thistle’s 
Fulfill Stadium. The teams’ 
uniforms have been simpli¬ 
fied to a more traditional 
American style and the play¬ 
off format now ensures that 
the top two teams go to the 
World Bowl In Frankfurt on 
June 14. 

Not all of the changes have 
been welcomed, especially tty 
Monarchs supporters. “It has 
been a torrid off-season,” Al¬ 
ton Byrd, the Monarchs' gen¬ 
eral manager, said. “We have 
made some fundamental 
branding and ethos changes 
about American football in 
the UK.”He admits that “this 
is a key season for the fran¬ 
chise” but believes tomorrow 
we will see “the new Mon¬ 
archs. a new era and I believe 
we are on the right street”. 
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THE TIMES 


FOUR TOYOTA 
LAND CRUISERS 
TO BE WON 



CARS FOR AN ACTION-PACKED LIFESTYLE 


Today The Times offers readers the chance to win one 
of four Toyota Land Cruiser Colorados, one of die best 
4 x 4s around. 

COLLECT SEVEN TOKENS AND YOU COULD WIN: 

• a five-door Land Cruiser Colorado GX worth 
£27,874 on the road 

• a three-door Land Cruiser Colorado GS worth 
£21,039 on the road 


nil II.MLS 

LAND CRUISER 
PRIZE DRAW 

™ -TOKEN 13 



We have two of each model Id be 
won, each with one years road 
tax phis a three-year 60,000-mile 
warranty. Terms and conditions 
were printed on March 23. 

Prices are correct at time of 
going to press. If you missed a 
token this week, or wish to start 
collecting to enter a third time, 
use today's bonus token, left 

®TOYOTA 

fir your wares Tojitfa (teals, call 0800 777 555 


THE TIMES/TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 
PRIZE DRAW ENTRY FORM 


Complete this form and attach sown dffarwtiJy numbered tokens from 
The Times. Post ft, to entire by Monday April 20, 1998, to: 

Vn 7ines/Toyota Land Cntar Prize Draw, PO Box 5070, 
iaigMon Buzzard, Bads LOT 7HL 
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RUGBY LEAGUE: TITLE ASPIRANTS ALREADY CASTING NERVOUS GLANCES IN DIRECTION OF CENTRAL PARK 

Wigan have rivals running scared 


By Christopher Irvine 

AFTER their first round of 
matches this afternoon. Super 
League clubs will tune into die 
televised encounter at Central 
Park to see whether their 
worst suspicions are con¬ 
firmed. and that the revival of 
the Wigan Warriors is not 
some mirage. 

CastJefora Tigers, their 
opponents, are among several 
notably improved sides with 
pretensions to make the top- 
five play-offs at the end of the 
normal league campaign, but 
who are cast in the sacrificial 
role tomorrow night 

For Wigan, the versatile Lee 
Gilmour comes in on the wing 
for Mark Belt, who tweaked a 
hamstring in the Challenge 
Cup semi-final defeat of 
London Broncos, and Neil 
Cowie replaces Stephen 
Holgale in the front row. 
Barrie-Jon Mather, the 
Castieford centre, has recov¬ 
ered' from concussion to face 
ids former club. 

London have virtually com¬ 
pleted the deal taking Tulsen 
Tolled took from Harlequins 
and rugby union. A rematch 
tomorrow with Halifax at the 
Stoop Memorial Ground of a 
recent ill-tempered Challenge 
Cup tie, which the Blue Sox 
felt they lost because of poor 
refereeing decisions, promises 
to be another close a Bair. 

John Hamilton. IS, replaces 
die injured Keiron Cunning¬ 
ham as hooker at St Helens 
for his debut at Salford Reds, 
for whom Phil Hassan, sur¬ 
prisingly released by Leeds 
Rhinos, will make his first 
appearance on the wing after 
being cup-ried. 

Leeds introduce Brad 
God den, signed by Graham 
Murray, the coach, from his 
former dub. Hunter Mari¬ 
ners. for their first competitive 
match since an early cup exit 
nearly two months ago. War¬ 
rington Wolves face the pos¬ 
sible backlash at Headingley. 



Cowie. the experienced front-row man. comes into the Wigan Warriors side to face Castlefbrd Tigers tomorrow in their Super League opener 


with Adam Fogerty restored to 
the front row after a succes¬ 
sion of injuries. 

Newly-promoted Hull 
Sharks hope to replace die 
suspended Jason Temu with 
Hitro Okesene, another New 
Zealand forward, who was 
due to arrive yesterday, for the 
visit of Sheffield Eagles. The 
Challenge Cup finalists have 
injury doubts over Darren 
Turner and Rod Doyle, both 
forwards. 

Hull's first Super League 
match has been overshad¬ 
owed by the backroom up¬ 


heavals associated with an 
initial walkout by David 
Lloyd, the Sharks chairman 
and British Davis Cup tennis 
captain, who has subsequent¬ 
ly taken ownership of the 
players and loaned them to foe 
dub for a rental fee. 

At a time when Hull should 
have been foe good-news story 
of rugby league, in a dty 
where enthusiasm for the 
is boundless, the club 
: been consumed by tension 
between Lloyd and a group of 
shareholders led by Roy 
Waudby, foe former chair¬ 


man. who fiercely objected to a 
proposal by Lloyd to convert 
his £500,000 loan into share 
capital. 

When Lloyd stormed out of 
the annual meeting last week, 
he threatened to call in his 
loan, which would have left 
foe dub insolvent 

However, after meeting 
Lloyd. Alan Hunte, foe new 
captain, endorsed foe players’ 
commitment to foe chairman. 
"The players have chatted 
with David Lloyd to clarify 
where the club is going. The 
apparent problems have been 


a storm in a teacup. People 
outside the dub have been 
making a big deal out of 
what's been happening, but 
we're IX per cent behind 
David and he’s IX per cent 
behind us.” Hunte said. 

"Some spectators have obvi¬ 
ously been worried, particu¬ 
larly when they thought that 
ail the players were being 
transfer-listed. They want suc¬ 
cess and they don’t want to see 
the dub harmed, but no one 
wiB be leaving.” 

A further incentive for Hull 
to do well oomes from across 


foe dty. Hull Kingston 
Rovers, in administration for 
more than a year, have 
shrugged off their finandai 
uncertainty and are unbeaten 
in six matches at the top of the 
first division, ft is a record 
they hope to maintain away at 
Swinton Lions, for whom lan 
Blease will make his debut 11 
months after he was banned 
for assaulting a touch-judge in 
a reserve match for Salford. 

One Hull player about to 
leave, temporarily, is Mark 
Hewitt who is joining WIdnes 
Vikings on loan. 


BASKETBALL 

Final-day 
drama rests 
on Bullets 

AS BIRMINGHAM Bullets 
stepped onto court in the 
National Exhibition Centre to 
do battle with Manchester 
Giants last night they carried 
not only foe hopes of their 
own supporters but of 
neutrals everywhere (Nicho¬ 
las Harting writes). 

The last thing that anyone 
but Leopards’ supporters 
wanted to see was another 
anti-climatic end to foe 
Budwieser League title race. 

Twelve months ago. the 
drama petered out before foe 
last set of matches in foe 
regular season because Tony 
Holley sank a late basket for 
Thames Valley Tigers, giving 
them a surprise victory over 
Sheffield Sharks, who could 
not then catch the Leopards. 

Even though foe Tigers are 
again not involved them¬ 
selves in the final countdown, 
HoDey has once more proved 
a key figure in the trophy's 
destiny. The scorer of foe 
opening basket for the Tigers 
in their penultimate match — 
against foe Leopards, in foe 
London Arena on Thursday 
— he finished with 22 points. 

But it was not quite good 
enough to prevent tire Leop¬ 
ards gaining a 97-92 win, 
which took them to within one 
more victory of the first suc¬ 
cessful defence of the title 
since Kington'S third and last 
triumph in 1992. 

Once it was certain that 
Holley would finish among 
the losing squad, the race for 
the tide was set to continue 
until tomorrow's last day — 
providing that the Bullets 
beat the Giants last night 


FOOTBALL 
Kfch-off a 0 uniass ast«J 
UHLSPORT UNTIED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE' Pranw tfwteion: BucMnsfiam v 
Potion: Cogentoe v S» Moots Eynoatoy v 

ajofdtig; Fort Stamts v Weangwrouah: 

Kampston v Hofceach. Long BucUjy v 

Boston. Minifies Bactalone v Wooden. 

Northampton Spencer v Bourne. Sutttotd v 
Stamford: Yaxley v Oesborough. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE fW 

dMstorv Arundel v Rfogmer. Burgees HI« 

Seteojr. Eaatxnxne Town v Redfr*. 
Hatsham v Peacehawn and Tetecomne. 

Horsham YMCAv Ftortfieid; Langney Sports 

v UMafiampon. Mte Oak v Sabfeen. 

Pacftam v Snaretam; Whtteftawk v Cffch- 

eser. W*± » Hassocks. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE: Hale¬ 

sowen H tr Stomach Town; Kings Norton v 
Banned: Knyperstey Vv Stratford T. CSdfcuy 

v BridgrwrJi. Roceoter v Boidmere St M. 
RushrtO vStapantiat ShbiafT vRetealV. 

w MM Ponce v WMnesfleid. WSunhalt v 

SandMoU 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 

Premier dNtaiore Bngg Town v Amo kt 

Curzon Ashton v Ossso Albion: Eccfcehff v 
Pickering. Gtasshoughtan wefiwe v 
Armthorpe Welters: Halam v Thaddsy: 
HarfieM Mam w P on t e fr a c t Cote; Huckml 

Town v North Ferriby? Urarsedge v Denaby. 

Mattry MW v SreffieU. Osset Town v 
Satoy 

FA PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: Arsenal w 

Sunderland <10451. Chelsea v Sheffiaa 

Wednesday (it 0); Crystal Palace v Leeds 

(HOI, “ 

( 11 - 
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HOCKEY: EXPERIENCE OF LEAGUE CHAMPIONS PRESENTS TOUGH TASK FOR BEESTON IN FINAL 


Class should prevail as 
Cannock seek double 


WITH the league champion¬ 
ship already in their hands, 
Cannock have their sights ona 
double triumph as they take 
on Beeston in the EHA Cup 
final at Milton Keynes tomor¬ 
row. when a hectic domestic 
season will come to an end. 

The first all-Midlands final 
is made all the more excep¬ 
tional by the fact that foe 
champions are challenged by 
a side that recently escaped 
relegation. However, Beeston 
have been outstanding in the 
past six weeks. 

Cannock have a wealth of 
international talent, though 
two of their most dangerous 
forwards are not fully fit 
Crutchley will be on the 
bench, coming into action only 
to strike the comers, and 
Mayer has a knee injury but is 
likely to play. Both have been 


By Sydney Friskjn 

left out of the England team 
for the World Cup in Holland 
next month. 

In mklfield, Cannock can 
draw heavily on the experi¬ 
enced trio of Pidcock. Kalbir 
Takher and Sharpe, and Ed¬ 
wards and Pamham are 
among the best deep defend¬ 
ers in foe country. Pidcock and 
Sharpe are in the World Cup 
squad but Lewis must wait 
until April 27 to find out 
whether he or Lukes, of East 
Grinstead. will go as second- 
choice goalkeeper. 

Against all this. Beeston 
seem to drift into insignifi¬ 
cance, but they do have a fair 
proportion of talent Keegan 
has often restored their for¬ 
tunes with goals from short 
comers and open play, and 


Hudde. Sheardown and Ran¬ 
dall have done their share of 
scoring: West a bright young 
prospect was recently with the 
England Under-18 team in 
Dublin. - - 

Graham Griffiths, the 
Beeston manager, said "We 
have had a tremendous sec¬ 
ond half of the season and we 
are confident We recognise 
that Cannock are the most 
complete side in the country 
but we are optimistic about 
our chances. We have had 
some tremendous support this 
season and we intend to give 
the spectators something to 
shout about" 

With Cannock winning the 
league and qualifying for the 
European club championship, 
Beeston are already assured of 
a place in next season's Euro¬ 
pean Cup Winners' Cup. 





i Town, in action in a 
Eastcote yesterday 


GOLF: WESTWOOD STRUGGLES ON THE GREENS AS WOOSNAM SUFFERS BACK SPASMS IN CLASSIC 

Day defies his reputation to take early lead 


GLEN DAY. of the United States, has 
earned himself such a reputation as a 
slow golfer that his nickname on the 
US Tour is "All Day”. But he appears 
to have found a way of speeding up — 
by taking fewer shots. 

Last week Day, a former European 
tour player, had the best week of his 
career, finishing joint runner-up in the 
Players Championship in Florida and 
earning about £130,000, more than he 
collected all last season. 

Yesterday he took a two-stroke lead 
into the second round of foe Freeport- 
McDermott Classic in New Orleans, a 


tournament he has to win to qualify for 
the Masters at Augusta next week. 

After his opening 64. right under 
par, he said: “If somebody figures out 
why fVe suddenly started playing this 
well I wish they’d tell me.” 

Nine Europeans are playing and foe 
least known of than did the best in foe 
first round at English Turn. Niclas 
Fasth, of Sweden, who won a US Tour 
card at their qualifying school, lies 
joint fourth after a 67. 

Lee Westwood, of England, one of 
the favourites after his fifth place finish 
in the Flayers Championship, resumed 


on three under, and Ian Woosnam, of 
Wales, and Richard Coughlan, of 
Ireland, on two under. 

Westwood said of his opening 69: “I 
played great, but holed only one decent 
putt — a 20-footer for par. I’m giving 
myself lots of chances, which is good, 
but something is wrong on the greens 
and I’m going to try to sort it out." 

Woosnam is still suffering the same 
back spasms that forced his withdraw¬ 
al after 30 holes last week, but missed 
only one fairway and said: “That was 
pretty good really and I’ll take that 
score for starters. The spasms come on 


the practice range and 1 get really stiff, 
but at least it’s earing off when I get 
walking on the course.” 

Coughlan, the former Walker Cup 
amateur, was four under with five to 
play, but bogeyed the difficult 14th and 
even more difficult 18th. 

“I’m hitting it well," said the 23 year- 
old from Tullamore. “It's dishearten¬ 
ing when you tee off and you’re already 
eight behind the leader, but I tike foe 
greens and my new caddie is great. He 
stays on an even keeL whereas foe one 
before got too excited or too down. That 
didn’t do anything for me." 


GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND FIXTURES 


Queens 

Taoenham v Norangham Fares! 

Barclay (110): 


jlld): Wes Ham * Ban 
Wimbledon i Coventry |i 1 0). 


BASS IflBH CUP: SwnUkuC Gteraoran v 
Untold (Bt Windsor Pafk. it 0) 


AFA SENIOR CUP: Rnot: Old Atowston v 
OMFfrKrtaars 

ARTHURIAN LEAGUE: Arthur Dunn (Xqx 
F*wt Brentwoods v Foreaare Premier 
iMskxt SatoplOK v lancmg 

RUGBY UNION 
Krefc-off 3 0 unless stated 
Rus Nations Championship 
(and v Ireland 

! Twickenham. 2.0).... 

ABIed Dunbar Premiership 
Second division 

FyldevMoseisy.. 

Jewson National League 
First division 

v Harrogate _ ....._ 

v Lytiney___ 

Second (torsion north 

SkmmghanvSoSiuf v Aspama_ . 

Kendal vWalsafl .. ... 

Manchester v Sheffield. ! 

ffreslon Grasshoppers v Sandal. 

Sedgtey Park v Nireelon.. 

Suwrbndge v Lichfield... 

VWnrtngton Park v Hndfley .. 

Second division south 

v Metropolitan Pace. 

. v Barking ... 

CWton v Rymoyth (12.30) .. 

Havant v Tabard. 

North Wateham v Henley. . 

Redruth v Esher. 

THWATTES NORTH Brat division: 
Paik v Macclesfield. HuB tomans 
sbrough: New BngMon v 
„ .. Srodcon vWidnes; TynedaJe v 
West rate Bramhope: Wlgton v Doncaster. 


SOUTH WEST: RrstdMeion: Barnstaple v 
BenyhH. Gloucester Old Boys v Penzance 
and Newtyn. Maiderhead v Matsorr. Si tves 
v Launceston: Stroud v Hgh Wycombe. 
Tanyray v Bracknell 

Welsh League 
Rrettfvision 

Abertiary vAberavon (2.30).__ 

Llandovery v CaerphUy (2.30). _ 

Newbridge v Treorchy (230)_;.. 

Rumeyv Blackwood (2.30)..... 

SECOND DIVISION: Wtitand v Nartxrth 
(2.30) 


RUGBY UNION 
Five Nations Championship 
Wales v France 

(at Wembley, 3.0)... 

Jewson National League 
Second division south 
Weston-super-Mare v Cheltenham p.O) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
JJB Sports Super League 

Leeds v Warrington (30)- ...... 

London v Halifax (30).. 

Salford v St Helens (3.0)..... 

Sheffield v Hid (3.151...... 

Wgan v Ca3tteJord (7.15)-- 

Firat division 

Featheretone v Leigh <3-3® -- 

Hwsfet v Whttehaven (3 30). 

SwWonvHLfiKROJM.-.. 

Wakefield v Rochdale (3 30).. 

Wcfcies v DewEbuy (3J3).... 


Tennants Velvet Cup 
Quartar-finate 

Hawick v Boroughrrufr-- 

Kelso v Mekose.... 

Sfirkng Courtly vCunie_ ___ 

Waiscnians v Glasgow Hawks . 

TTENNENTS VELVET BOWL: Quarttr- 
finals HeJensfaurgh v Carnouste HSFP; 
Morgan Acad FP v Ross f-Ogfi; Perthshire v 
Cambusiang; St rath more v Canha OP 
TO'fNEKTS VELVET SHELD: Quarter- 
•nab: BOTdck v Stewart s MeMte FP. 
Cunvnck v ton Setortt v Hutche so ns' 
AioysMT. Steverfry v Afioa. 


TOMORROW 


HOCKEY 

EHA CUP: Final: Cannock v Beeston (at 
Milan Keynes, * 15). 

EHA TROPHY: FkiaL West Herts vBowdon 
(at Mtfmn Keynes, ZO). 

INTEMEAGUE PLAY-OFFS: Pool A' 
Peterborough v Rotansons (10.0). Pool B: 
Hartxrrne v Norton (120) (pom at Mton 
Keynes) 

EHA WOMBTS CUP: Ouarter-fhaiK CU- 
ton v Troians (el Beggar Bush, f.Oj. 
DoncaSe v Stauffi (at BermeRhorpe. 
10.30). tMeonn v Sunon Coldfield (at 
Formby CC. 12 0), Ux0tx>rau$i Suferts 
vAdrtdga CSJ30J. 

EHA WOMEN'S PLATE: Ouertar-finafe: 
Camb ri dge City v Maidenhead (2 0); 
Deeuoe R v Lansdonn (2.0): North 
Siaffartshfre v DiAwch (120): Reading v 
Havant £0). 

WOMEN'S CUJ8 MATCH: Chsimsfort vS: 
Abane ( c entenary m atc h. 1 0) 


Tennants Pre mi ership 
Dfvistan38 

Gterewhes v Glasgow Southern_P 

CLUB MATCHES: Dunvant vUeneE (2.30), 
London welsh v Newport (1 0): Maestog v 
Bridgend (230); Nodrr^jhtm v WatwIM d. 
Waraioo v Watdorars 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Kick-off 230 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Pre¬ 
mier (Svtekxr Leigh Miners v Egremont 
Wainey Central v Asfiam: Wrf hU v 
S fl ddwwon n. Wigan SI Patrick's v Oldham 


OTHER SPORT 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL: NFL Europe 
League: Enefend M onarchs < Fariw 


Gauy (ai Oyetal Pataca, 3.0); Barcelona 
Dragons v Scottish Claymoras (6 XI). 
BASKETBALL: Budweher League: Chas- 
ter Jets v Crystal Palace (4 JJy. Sheffield 
Sharks v London Leopards p-Cn. London 
Towers v Birmingham BlAets (20) 

BOWLS: LBiarty Trophy: Fire* Durham v 
H a mpshi re Mellon Mmttray]: Scottish 
team chamcaontf^ p toel (In Dundee). 
CYCLING: Artfer Grand Pits (103 mfias. M 
□jrrnm field 110 ). 

SNOOKER: British Open (ea Plymouth 
Pavttons). 

SPEBNVAY: Premier I tware Cup: Oas- 
gow v Newcastle (630). Newport v 
Petwboro^i (2 30) 

SQUASH: British Open (at the Natkm 
indoor Arena, BMringham ) . 

TB4M8: Davis Cup: EreoMrican zona: 
Group one: Second ram: Greet Brian v 
Lfisaine (in Newcastle) 


Si Anne's. Wodston v Dudtay HI. FM 
dMstorc Bamae Wand v Eastmoor; MUort 
v MoUgren OiAon vEaa Leeds; Wkjan SI 
dude's v Skklaugh. Second dfctstart 
Dewsbury Moor v Cmsfiakfe; Bodes v HiAl 
Doctors; Featheratone Arretfeur v (tow 
Earsvrick, Ovanden v ScWrf. 

HOCKEY 

TNTEJUEAOJE PLAY-OFFS: Pool A; 
Ftobraons v Eastcote (120) Pool B: 
Norton v Odort Hw*a (2 0) (botti at Mton 
Keyne«. 

VINTAGE CUP: HnabEssIcotev St Albans 
(10.0). Veterans Cup: Fkut Boumvfite v 
Indian Gym (4.Q (both at MBon Keynes) 
WOMBTS FSGKM4AL LEAGUES: East 
Buy Sr Edmunds v St Albans; Cambridge 
CSy v OJrrfwm, IpswWi v Harieston: 
Sevenaaks v Ashford (Kent) South: Hemp- 
stead v Horsham: Readteg v vwnchmoie 
HH; Southonsitan vMafdemeaa; Tube HH 
v DiAartdi. Whchester v Hendon West 
Chelerham v LeomlrsSer Cctosfi v Si 

AusteK Easter v Ytee: Exmouth v nedbnd: 
Taunton vale v Baunemouh. 

OTHER SPORT 
BASKETBALL 


WOrthna Been 
Stomi v Newcastle Eagles (7 
Rklere v Cheater Jen (7 
Thames Valley Ttgtei 
EISA naoawlchamplchshtp finals 
On Molten Hkwbray). 

SNOOKER: atbsh Open (at Plymouth 
PavWors ) 

SPEHJWAY: SH League: Eastbouna v 
Coventry (730). Brtdshunder -21 dramp- 
tershlp: semLflnab (at Berwfck. 70} 
SQUASH: BrUsh Opwi (at tee Natonte 
indoor Arena. Brmintfiani) 

TENNIS: Davis Cup: EurtVAMcan zone: 
Group one: Second round: &aat Britain v 
UteSw Qn NwnoiBto). 



CRICKET 


Knight sets 
his sights 
on true test 

From a Special Correspondent in st Vincent 


NICK KNIGHT can count 
himself fortunate. Since his 
England career began in 

1995 there have been suffi¬ 
cient memorable innings to 
gloss over foe times when he 
has been less successful. 

A Ttest century against 
Pakistan at Headingley in 

1996 was swiftly followed by 
back-tobatik centuries in the 
one-day internationals 
against foe same opposition. 
Months later he led the 
heroic assault on a target of 
205 in 37 overs against 
Zimbabwe in Bulawayo, 
only to be run out off the last 
tell of the match trying to 
complete the run that would 
have taken England to vic¬ 
tory. In the past week foe 
Warwickshire left-hander 
has won both man-of-the- 
malch awards in the Carib¬ 
bean with scores of 122 and 
90 in the opening limited 
overs internationals against 
West Indies. 

Yet as he prepared for the 
two one-day games on St 
Vincent this weekend. 
Knight. 29, was acutely 
aware that foe England se¬ 
lectors still hold deep reser¬ 
vations about his technique. 

“I’m not getting carried 
away.” he said. “I try to be 
philosophical about playing 
at foe highest level. Some¬ 
times things don’t work out 
and foal’s when you have to 
work hardest Bowlers get to 
know you and you have to be 
constantly updating your 
technique to cope.” 

His acknowledged weak¬ 
ness is scoring too many of 
his runs in the area between 
backward point and third 
man. In one-day cricket it is 
a large gap that can often be 
exploited. In the five-day 
game, however, when there 
is a full slip and gully cordon 
in place, it has often been the 
source of his downfall. 

Relegated to winter duties 
captaining the England A 
team while the selectors 
showed their preference for 
Mark Butcher, of Surrey. 
Knight sought to eradicate 
the fault ■ 

Before joining the one-day 
squad in foe Caribbean he 
had four private practice 
sessions with Graham 
Gooch, who was his captain 
at Essex before his move to 
Edgbaston in 1995. It was 
the most direct way of in¬ 


forming one of the selectors 
of his determination to fight 
his way back into Ttest 
contention. 

Having established an 
opening partnership with 
Alec Stewart that could keep 
Michael Atherton out of foe 
one-day reckoning right 
through to the World Cup 
next year. Knight has also 
set his sights on the former 
captain's Test place in the 
summer against South 
Africa. 

He said: ”1 don’t want to 
be labelled just a one-day 
player — I want to be 
involved in every England 
side but I have to accept that 
I’ve got to be more consis¬ 
tent. I'm not happy with my 
Test average of 30. There has 
been a 100,90s and 80s but a 
lot of low scores as well.” 

West Indies have made 
three changes to their squad. 



Knight philosophical 

Courtney Walsh has pulled 
out to start preparing for the 
new season with Gloucester¬ 
shire. Shivnarine Chan- 
derpaul has flu and 
Franklyn Rose, foe fast 
bowler who was named yes¬ 
terday as the replacement for 
foe injured Paul Reiffel as 
Northamptonshire's over¬ 
seas player this season, has 
been dropped.Their places 
have been taken by Keith 
Arthurton, Carl Tuckett and 
Nixon McLean. 

ENGLAND (probable): N V Kiugffi. A J 
Stewart. B C Hotaake, G A Hick. M R 
Rarnprakash. A J Ho&orta M A Eateam. 
D R Sown. M V Ftartr®. R D B Croft. A H 
C Fraser. 

WEST INDIES (from)- C B Lambert. P V 
Wallace. B C Lara, C L Hooper. S C 
VAtarns. K L T Arthretan. P V Sknmons. R 
0 Jacobs. NAM McLean. CEL 
Ambrose. M V DBon. R Lewis, C Tucked. 


Diary, page 22 


Wisden laments 
end of chivalry 

Simon Wilde pans for nuggets in 
the 135th edition of cricket’s bible 


I t appears now to be 
traditional that the ar¬ 
rival on foe bookshelves 
of Wisden's famous yellow 
jacket is foe cause for a 
kerfuffle. Last year it was 
over the Editor's assertion 
that cricket in England was 
widely perceived as "elitist, 
exdusionist and dull”. This 
year's hot topic — partly by 
design and partly happen¬ 
stance — is fair play, or foe 
lack of it in a game once 
famed for its decency. 

As well as appreciations of 
foe late Denis Compton and, 
150 years after his birth, of 
W.G. Grace, foe 135th edi¬ 
tion contains an article an¬ 
nouncing “The End of 
Chivalry”. 

The latter, written by An¬ 
drew Longmore. uses as its 
pe gs the breakdown in 
sporting relations between 
Marlborough and Radley, 
the shoving match between 
Robert Croft and Marie Oott 
in a NafWest Trophy semi¬ 
final, and Nasser Hussain’s 
plea for more nastiness in 
the English game. On such 
gloomy evidence, it is hard 
to disagree with the author's 
conclusion. 

Compton would have had 
no truck with such shenani¬ 
gans. He played as a Corin¬ 
thian, not through any 
bogus ideal, but because he 
found foe game fun and 
wanted everyone to enjoy it 
Lord Cowdrey of Tonbridge 
writes of Gompo’s modesty 
and his gift for making those 
who played alongside him 
fed better. Frank Keating's 
essay confirms that foe fed- 

good factor extended to spec¬ 
tators. too. 

One suspects that Comp¬ 
ton would not have had 
much time for Grace, whom 
be would probably have 
relished running out To 
describe what Geoffrey 
Moorti ouse writes as an 
appreciation” might be 


stretching a point. He dc 
ly cannot stand the m 
haring turned against h 
in adolescence, “when 
discovered that be v 
sometimes a shame! 
cheat in a game that I v 
being asked to believe, v 
wholly honourable”. 

Before we get this i 
Matthew Engel has open 
the innings with his usi 
thought-provoking Edilt 
notes, which indude a c 
for cricket’s world gove 
ing body to investigate i 
mounting number of dal 
of match-fixing. 

If decency was intended 
be foe theme, the Editc 
choice of five cricketers 
the year may raise a f 
eyebrows. The list contai 
two Englishmen, Matth 
Maynard and Grabs 
Thorpe, and three Aust 
lians, Matthew Elliott, S 
art Law and Gle 
McGrath. 

This annual award 
laurels never meets w 
universal agreement and t 
Australia selectors have 
ready given their verdict 
dropping Elliott for a tour 
India. But it is Law's sdi 
tion that is the controvers 
one. As Greg Baum's pi 
trait makes dear. Law is; 
“unashamed sledgeT” a; 
well known as such 
Sheffield Shield and cour 
cricket 

Law has played only o 
Test and the talk is that t 
selectors do not like hi 
Longmore’s article impli 
that chivalry died at £ 
hands of over-competiti 
foreigners. But could ft 
that the Australians do n 
want Law precisely becau 
of his bad-mouthing? Hea 
en forfend. 

Wisden Cricketer 
AfrnaJaack l998. publisht 
ftydohn Wisden and Co U 
£2750 cased or soft cover. 
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WORTH A WAIT 64 

First-time buyer’s 
home rises before 
decorators finish 


WEEKEND 

MONEY 


VICTORY AT LAST 61 

City Mortgage 
Corporation is 
to be sold 



Brown’s way to cleaner motoring 



Cheap and cheerful 
for the campus 


M oves in the Budget to favour cleaner, greener and smaller cars were said to be 
just die first steps in a strategy to change the way we use cars. A £50 car tax 
cut for small cars may seem small beer to those used to a meaty four-litre V8 
but such trends may be reinforced in the White Papa: on integrated transport policy. 

How the Government will introduce the differential tax rate, whether based simply 
on engine size or also take into account emission levels and economy, is not yet known. 
So bow can someone buying a car now second-guess the Government’s intentions? The 
best answers are not always the most obvious. For example, there is no point in 
thinking small unless you also look at a car’s fuel consumption. 

To find out how the Budget will affect our car-buying we asked experts at Parkefs 
Car Price Guide, a book that helps motorists to find the best bargains. We profile four 
typical buyers and the type of car they would choose. The figures are for cars covering 
an average 10,000 miles-a-year, with date of registration and insurance group (IG). 

Alan Copps 


Sharan’s ideal for 
Tracy and the kids 


B uyer One is an ! 8-year-old 
girl student who has just 
passed her test and wants a 
first car ready for university in 
September. She will need it for 
mobility around campus, so¬ 
da! life and to drive home 
maybe three times a term. Her 
parents have promised up to 
0,000 to buy it. but running 
costs will have to come from 
her student income, so cheap¬ 
er insurance and a possible 
£50 saving on car tax matter. 


At £3,000 there are plenty of 
thrifty low-insurance cars, 
says Parkers. The Mkxa may 
not be trendy but is reliable 
and cheap to run. The Mini is 
more slyle-consdous, but 
thirstier; the Cinqueoento has 
the advantages of both. 

Best buy. Fiat Cinquecento 
000 (94L): Insurance Group 2, 
463 mpg. Also consider 
Nissan Micra 1.0 L (93U : IG 
3.47.1 mpg; Rover Mini Sprite 
13 (94M): IG 3-4,43 mpg- 



Mllll 




B uyer four was deter¬ 
mined on a brand new 
car and had the budget for 
one. A well-off middle-class 
family living in West 
London, they have three 
children at nursery or prep 
school and want to replace 
an ageing Renault Espace 
used by Tracy, their nanny, 
for the daily school run arid 
also for family outings. 

They must have a seven- 
seater to carry other people’s 
kids around, too. Willing to 
spend up to £23.000. a £50 
tax saving is insignificant, 
but image is important and 
they are very keen to appear 
“dean and green". So was 
there anything in the Bud¬ 
get, fuel duty apart, to influ¬ 
ence their decision? 

They drew the most sur¬ 
prising bit of advice from 
Parkers: to go for unfashion¬ 
able diesel, so long as they 


run the car on the slightly 
more expensive low-sulphur 
City diesel. While normal 
diesel fuel went up 5.4p a 
litre in the Budget this clean 
diesel went up lp less. Future 
policy may see even more 
punitive taxation on “dirty" 
diesel fuel, and this differen¬ 
tial is Likely to grow. 

If you're looking for such a 
large vehicle then economi¬ 
cal, low-emission turbo-die¬ 
sel engines make most sense. 
Parkers omitted seven-seat- 
er 4x4 models from the 
selection because even the 
best (Land Rover Discovery 
25 TDi at £22.995) can only 
manage about 30 mpg and 
so can hardly be seen as a 
“green" choice. But seven- 
seat estates, though less pop¬ 
ular with children who love 
the high seating in MPVs, 
offer better fuel consumption 
because of their more aero¬ 


dynamic shape and reduced 
weight 

Staying under 2-litre en¬ 
gine capacity where possible 
may be a good strategy for 
the future as differential 
taxation is likely to be ex¬ 
tended. If the Government 
can promote a tax cut for 
small dean cars, it is quite 
capable of putting the 
squeeze on larger engined, 
thirstier vehicles. 

Best choice: Volkswagen 
Sharan 1.9 TDi SE 110 bhp 
(from £21310) : IG 11, 433 
rapg (manual)/ 36.2 mpg 
(auto). Worth considering: 
Peugeot 806 SRDT 1.9 
(E20.730) : IG II. 34.9 mpg: 
Peugeot 40b 1.9 LX TD Family 
Estate (from £16,600): IG 12. 
40.9 mpg; Renault Laguna 22 
dT RT Family Estate (18.195): 
IG II. 383 mpg: Renault 
Espace 22 dT RT-X (23.145) : 
IG 12,353 mpg. 


Sporty budget hatchbacks 


B uyer Two was looking for a new or very 
recent model. A single man, aged 25. 
working in financial services in Norwich, he 
has saved a £ 2.000 deposit and is willing to 
pay £150 a month on finance. Very image- 
conscious. he wants a hatchback or saloon to 
use for work but with a sporty touch. 



However, he is well aware that some hot 
hatches cany a high insurance premium 
and is very keen to get value for money. 

His budget is effectively £9,000. (typical 
finance at 12-13 per cent APR on a £7,000 
loan, repayments over five years, is £150 a 
month, says Parker’s). But at that price he is 
unlikely to get anything sporty new. except a 
Fiat Cinquecento Sporting (£7310) and the 
Seat Arosa I A Mpi (£8.195). 

Rather than compromise on size and 
performance, he’s betteroff going for neariy- 
new. The cars below are sporty enough to be 
fun but not so “hot” that they attract high 
insurance premiums. Best choice: Fiat Punto 
Spoiling 13 16v (97P): IG 7-8.40 mpg. Also 
consider Vauxhall Corsa 1.416v Sport {97T0 
: IG 6,383mpg; Seat Ibiza 1.6 SXE (97P): IG 
6-7,34.4 mpg Nissan Almera 1.6 I6v SRi 3- 
door (96P): IG 6.38.7 mpg. 


Space, not image, 
for the family man 


. <• : • j.. ’ . -.I 


B uyer Three we thought 
would be firmly in die 
used car market A young 
married couple, living in Nott¬ 
ingham with one two-year-old 
child and planning another, 
their absolute maximum is 
£5.000. 

They want cheap basic 
transport, low running costs 
are essential and every £50 
counts in the family budget 
But it must be a four or five- 
door car for ease of loading the 
children in the back. Not at all 
image-conscious, they seem a 
classic case for a second-hand 
Escort or Astra. 

A five-door supermini 
would not be big enough, but. 


■ ■ - : - 


said Parkers, going up to 
Escort-dass will probably put 
them out of the lower road tax 
band. 

Since image isn’t an issue, 
they should be delighted with 
the almost new Skoda Felicia 
estate — well buQt. superb 
value and economical 

Best choice: Skoda Felicia 
13 LXi estate (96P): IG 4,40.9 
mpg.Well worth considering: 
Fiat Tipo L4 ie S hatchback 
(95N): IG 8-9.38.6 mpg; Ford 
Escort 1.4 L Cfi hatch/estate 
(94M) : IG 6, 31-35 mpg; 
Vauxhall Astra 1.41 Merit 
hatch/estale (94L): IG 6 35-37 
mpg; Citroen Xantia 1.6i 
hatchback (93K): IG 8.333. 



Good dean fun: a diesel Sharan was recommended for economy, but only .using City; fuel 




OVER 75 

FUND GROWTH 

TAX-FREE 


Are your savings working as hard as they could? The Marks & Spencer UK 100 Companies Fund has grown by 
75.77% since 31st May 1995, compared with 8.63% in a deposit-based savings account and 19.21% in a Tessa over 
the same period. 1 

So £6,000 invested in our Fund at 31st May 1995 could have been worth £10,546.16, instead of just £6,518.00 
m a deposit-based savings account or only £7,152.55 in a Tessa, 1 with all your income and capital growth tax-free.’ 
Shouldn't you consider investing now? 


...leave it to Edinburgh Fund Managers. 


Choosing the right PEP used to be a real 
headache. Now you can leave it to the experts 
- simply select the Edinburgh Managed Growth 
Portfolio PEP. 

The Managed Growth Portfolio PEP saves you 
the worry of deciding which investment company 
you will trusr with your valuable PEP allowance. 

We assess which markets have the potential to 
give the best return and select the best unit 
trusts from the UK’s most successful fund 
management companies. You benefit from a 
fund of funds portfolio giving you a spread of 
risk which is hard ro match. 

Low charges 

The fund is managed by our Private Clients team, 
so that you benefit from private client 
management - bur at low unit trust charges. 


So instead of worrying about your PEP, relax and 
leave it to Edinburgh Fund Managers. 

Budget Update 

PEP tax benefits retained for all investments 
made before April 19991 To find out more ask 
your Financial Advise^ or call our Helpline. 


OUR UK 100 COMPANIES PEP 

Placed fourth highest out of nearly 800 PEP funds by Investors 
Chronicle 3 • Tax-free growth potential 2 
* No initial charge and no exit charge 
Hbu may cash in some or all of your units at any time • Simple 
administration 


/•/ 

* 1 ''*-■<*'**. J 






www.edfd.com 



Edinburgh 


For more details, including an application form and terms and conditions, PHONE FREE 


0800 36 34 51 

quoting reference code PI 52 

Linos art- open 3am to 8pm weekdays, 9am to 5pm weekends, 
ti 11 p : 1 w w v/.m .a r I < s - a n d -p c n c e r. c o. u k 


marks & spencer 

Past performance is no guarantee of future performance. 

The value of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. 



' IS gfc uu vM qfcafaad far parted tram 3I« May IW5 co Pfl Mwuary IWaHv UK 100 Cvnpnfc, Fund 
pvfarrawa?tand d> porfornano, ol dw Fond KMa an MU fee of 

■fepotft4maf nrfup net «ewn km** HdbxSdkJ WdX D? node. 

pwpmi on *b bmpm Imsonmrftamtam ClUUMOmmsafabtaan d* Fund infl (febnaiv I9W. 


Edinburgh Fund Managers pic, Donaldson House, 97 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh EH 12 5HD. 

Regulated by IMRO and The Personal Investment Authority. The value of units and the income from them may fall as well as rise 
and investors may get back less than they originally invested. The value of any tax relief will depend on the individual circumstances 
of the investor. Following the introduction of the new Individual Savings Account (ISA) on 5 April 1999 no further 
subscriptions to PEPs may be made. Existing PEP holders will continue to enjoy tax benefits under the Current rules, outside 
the ISA. The value of PEP holdings will not affect the amount that can be subscribed to the ISA. MGP7T702 
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I uyesars are just beam- 
TUn *;o fed the Proves 

can d by the capital gains 
tax, cfta ges which Gordon 
Brown. ie Chancellor, lobbed 
into the pond two weeks ago 
This w* it emerged that the 
>. proposa! could prove a huge 
selling c ipommity for the unit 
trustinc isny. Investors will be 
driven i to funds, as the tax on 
individi J shareholdings be¬ 
comes more difficult to 
calculate 

ITie asic thrust of the 
radical i forms is to encourage 
people i hold on to invest¬ 
ments Ir longer. In future 
people ho sell assets and 
make ta ible gams over their 
annual Uowance of E6,800 
will pay rss CGT if they have 
held thos assets for more than 
three yea s. After ten years the 
rate of C IT fails from 40 per 
cent to 2 per cent for higher 
rate taxp yen and just 13 per 
cent for eople on the basic 
rate. 

Howev-. people who hold 
shares dectly will find the 
benefits o the new CGT taper 
hard to ame by. This is 
because tf: tax dock is reset to 
zero ever time shareholders 
buy more hares. Linder a last- 
in-first-ou principle fhe age of 
a pool of lares is determined 
by the m st recent point the 
shares we ? bought. For exam¬ 
ple. if yep decided to boost 
your wi dfall of Halifax 
shares bj buying more equity 
in the talk every year for the 
next ten fears you would stfll 
be liablrfor CGT at the full 
rate of 4ujer cent on the whole 
lot Youhvould be judged to 
have he i the shares for just 
one yea because that would 
have be > the date of your last 

piircfeas. 

Finai Sal advisers say the 
rule nu es the argument for 
coDecth funds such as unit 
and inestment trusts more 
compel ng than ever. Such 
funds, vhich are effectively 
baskets >f shares, do not have 
this i oblem. Stocks and 
shares ought and sold within 
the trots are sheltered from 
CGT. 

In ot er words, if you sell a 
unit tr ;t after ten years you 
wifi be rfit horn the tax taper 
no mat r how active the fund 
martag - has been in buying 
and seJ ng shares. On top of 
this yc have the perennial 
advant >es of collective invest¬ 
ments: feu are spreading your 
risk an< hopefully reaping the 
reward: of your fund manag¬ 
ers* sto L-picking expertise. If 
you arc sceptical about the 
latter yc can choose one of die 
many idex backing funds 
availabl which eschew active 
stock a action in favour of 
buying very company in a 
share in s, such as the FTSE 
100 . 

Mark lampier, of Churchill 
fnvestmats, near Bristol, says 
the Budjtt changes will have 
reduced heelitisfiappeal-tof -« 
holding jshares. _ even „ for .. 


Trust funds 
to offer way 
round new 
CGT rules 

Gavin Lumsden looks at ways for 


investors to beat Budget changes 


wealthy investors: “Unit trusts 
have always been seen as a 
poor man’s vehicle even 
though it is no longer the case. 
It is sheer snobbery that makes 
people with half a bar (million)' 
think that they have to go into 
shares. They feel better talking 
about the shares of such and 
such a company down at the 
golf dub rather than the much 
more efficient funds they could 
put their money into." 

However. Nat Jolowicz, of 
Quilter & Co, the private dient 
fund manager, says wealthy 
investors should still reserve a 
place in their portfolio for UK 
shares. Although the new CGT 
rules are complex and require 
much more record-keeping, he 
says people should not Id tax 
reasons influence their invest¬ 
ment decisions. “Do you want 
60 per cent of something or 
save 40 per cent of nothingT 

Nevertheless, investment 


companies have leapt at the 
chance to attract more funds to 
manage. Flemings, for in¬ 
stance, is offering a free share 
exchange into its investment 
trust Pqp or savings scheme 
until the end of the month. 
Under the offer it is waiving its 
£1250 stockbroking foe on 
selling shares and the 15 per 
initial fee on lump sum invest¬ 
ments in the Fleming Pep and 
Share Plan. 

Unit trust managers are also 
increasing their calls for hold¬ 
ers of windfall shares to swap 
into collective funds. This is 
particularly true of Perpetual 
and Fidelity which last year 
offered to hold these shares for 
free, an opportunity which 
thousands of investors took. 

The bad news of the Budget 
was the effective abolition of 
bed and breakfasting. By sell¬ 
ing investments one day and 
buying them back the next 



Gordon Brown may drive some myestnra into tmft trust funds 


investors had been able to 
avoid CGT altogether by en¬ 
suring that all their gains fell 
within their annual allowance. 
The Budget however, imposed 
a 30-day time limit before 
investments can be repur¬ 
chased,, stopping the tradition¬ 
al end of taxyear frenzy at a 
stroke- Although the measure 
. does not make B&B transac¬ 
tions illegal it forces investors 
to expose themselves to a 
month of Stock market move¬ 
ments to do them properly. 

Stockbrokers, who rely 
heavily on the business that 
bed and breakfasting brings, 
have been quids to point out 
loopholes. One way is to “bed 
and Pep”. Here you can com¬ 
plete the overnight transaction 
by repurchasing the assets 
within a Pep. It has to be a 
“self-select” Pep run by a 
stockbroker as this is the only 
kind of general Pep that will 
allow you to bold any combi¬ 
nation of shares and unit 
trusts. Naturally, the most you 
can bed and breakfast this way 
is £6,000 as this is the maxi¬ 
mum annual allowance for 
general Peps. When Isas are 
launched next year the amount 
will fall to £5.000. 

If you are married, already 

have a Pep and still want to do 

bed and breakfasting, there is 
another solution. Sell the 
shares and get your spouse to 
repurchase them the next day. 
When the 30 days have elapsed 
you can reverse the process: 
your spouse will sell the shares 
and you can repurchase them. 
However, this can quadruple 
the costs of a normal bed and 
breakfasting transaction 
(about £40 per £5,000). You 
will certainly have to pay two 
sets of stamp duty of 05 per 
cent 

So before you set off down 
this route check with your 
stockbroker to see if he will do 
a special deal. Most stockbro¬ 
kers are currently reviewing 
their charges to cope with the 
expected demand. 

You may be tempted to use a 
short cut and simply get your 
spouse to transfer the assets 
back to you after the 30 days 
have expired. However, be 
warned. This is a legal grey 
area and you may be chal¬ 
lenged later by die Inland 
Revenue. 

If you are not married, you 
can do the same trick with a 
friend. It afl depends bow far 
you trust your friends to sell 
the shares bade to you! 

As a final resort wealthy 
investors may be tempted to 
use derivatives to protect their 
assets during the 30-day per¬ 
iod. Charles Schwab, the stock¬ 
broker. is considering offering 
a financial options service to 
bed and breakfasting investors 
who want to ensure that they 
can buy back their assets at the 
price they sold them. However, 
options are expensive and. in 
the wrong hands, inherently 
risky.- ■ 
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totally different 
house 



Our Flexible Mortgage 
has some features you may well like 
to home in on. 


• First, we keep our mortgage rate at least 0.5% below the average high street rate. That’s currently 8.0%, 
APR 8.3% with no hidden catches. 

• Second well give you a cheque book that gives you access co tuccra hinds at the same low rate. You choose 


if. and when, you use 


it. And what for. School fees. Home-improvements. New car-. 


• And third, there’s a whole range of repayment options to suit you - including a payment holiday. 

Check it out for yourself. Just call 0845 S45 0829, 8.00am - 9.00pm, quoting TVFM1, or All in the coupon. 

TcrsVJnVh' Edinburgh EH3 m 

Surname Mr/Mrs/Mte/Mi----- 4 - ^ 

FiraNamcid —--- SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

Add res 


Postcode 


Looking good Joryonr money: 


Tdephor 


NalWwVto^— 


-- , to other urgarlMfion* However, will occasionally tell you about products and services 

Ifc«»ill never flunk* your n«»* ®" a ™ , fvuu (Vau ]d prefer not to receive this Information, please tide this bo* O Tl/FM I 

«hlch bcMe’c «!» be nfinwns. 


Banking 


Services. Cad on 0845 845 0829 


lii ~iTillimt)‘fi~-|hr pir|-( — 1 -.~r-p-.u_lit.pi.— i-.——— -——- 1/1/98 

c • a.. , r .„u „j|| «flulrc a fits* .dviiwi 80%of pureh** prfor or vshhrion. whtdiw Is the lower. Applicants must be agtd IS or over. All lending Is 

Scotn^V,den. Bant ;«*l> K pa>mems. "^hunon oUopmYjV credit seareh may he undertake* fWIabEin Scotland. Endand and Waict-Thep^y 

hutnuliA and ibii » if applicants JfK j wr1niB1 *»tatlonf m available cn request. Typical rumple |»xd on 80S loan to value fora rr*ortwg:<JLfflUK}fl 

-.ubjeoh appraisal b dura , jon .d W kMn - Fu '*** | rtil |aU(in nhdTnuY ilwrj ares Capital and InMnst Mortgage - 300 net monthly repay menu of £S87.4?TotaJ charge 

must blullt WMirrJ ford* ...Iculaied ur*3<* « ,fT * fl1 t cni.3J with a find payment of LSO^OLSJ- Toral charge for credit L2WJ84. For both type* of mortgage the tool 

o»v» 23wt'ja5»“ ,,,, ngi* UnmugP’ ncI P 4 * mCn rf _ f—,/reaftcndon charge JtlSft funds lanafcr charge £Jft and steerin' dfadiarjar fee 1 5ft Telephone c3h may he 

for crea i ISa.o-D; ln, f nsl . • f |75. sulfcl*™* * !tU *i um h— IS 4 SS 4 - Regfalered in Scotland hating la Revered Office ac Boi 12757.67 Morrison Street, Edinburgh, 

charge hr- credit inciud^ - * widows Batik plf- Compam ‘ Scorthh Widows" Euad and Ufe Assurance Soeietv which Is Rjuhted bv the Personal Investment Authoritv. 

Emtl BjnL P'r/'SNof KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

youI'homeisaTRISKIf'ouu 
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FREE *- 

■ mm exchange. 

SPECIAL 
OFFER. 



V 


Share Plan and 
PEP opportunity 


The average Fleming investment trust has 
proved a sound investment over the long 
term. Now you can invest even more easily 
thanks to this special limited period offer. 

We will sell your certificated shares in UK 
companies FREE when you invest in a 
Fleming PEP (minimum £1000) or Share 
Plan (minimum £400). 

Even reinvestment in the Share Plan is 
FREE whilst the PEP initial charge is 


must end soon. 


waived until 30 April 1998. (\z% govern¬ 
ment stamp duty excluded. 1% charge on 
purchases applicable to PEP). 

So realise your profits the most effective 
way. By reinvesting in Fleming investment 
trusts. 





To Fleming Investment Trusts, Freepost 22 (SW15%), London WI E 1BR. Freephone: 0500 500161. 

Please send me more information. 

I am interested, in: Q FREE share exchange into Fleming PEP. Q FREE share exchange into Fleming Share Plan. 


I 

9 Title:.Initials: 

| Address: . 


. Surname: 


Flemings 


Postcode:. The Investment Trust Experts 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
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•Source; MfcropaL all figures offer m bW, gro» income reinvested, for periods ending 1/3/98. Past performance is not necessarily a gwde to the fut u ^- 1[he P , ' to 01 
units and the income from them b not guaranteed and can fall as welt»rise. Hie Portfolio Trust has been available as a PEP since January 1995. RiH written terms and 
conditions are available on request Par your security; »B calls are recorded. Royal X Sun Alliance Unit Trust Management Limited, regbtered in England, 
no 2170342, Is a member of the Royal * Sun Alliance Life * Pensions Marketing Group. Registered Office 1 Bartholomew Lane, London. CON 2AB. Members of the 
Royal £ Sun Alliance life £ Pensions Marketing Group are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority, solely tor life assurance, pensions and wilt trust hu Mnrw, 
and by IMRO. 


Royal & SunAlliance 


Best 

’ Investment 
Manager 

fc ' 997 A 


The best of both 
worlds... 

• Unlimited Growth 
Potential 

AND 

• Guaranteed 
Capitai Protection 

(on the 5th anniversary) 


TAN PARI) 
.2 POOR'S 

AWARDS 


Portfolio Growth PEP 

Superb track record*... 


123456789 10 


fh%> £}<•,( 0 * 

3-th Wo, 


Quart ile: 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 2nd 


For a special pack with full details, please 
contact your Financial Adviser, return the 
coupon below, or telephone 0645 100555 
(weekdays 8am to 8pm, weekends 9am to 6pm) 






} To: Royal & Sun Alliance Unit Trust Management (PGP), FREEPOST SCE5807, Reading 
J Berkshire RG10 9ZY. Please send me details of the Portfolio Growth PEP. 

j Name (Mr/MrsJMissJMs) ____ 

! Address_ - _— 


• If ta an? reason jiov'ie not completer? satisfied In the first two years no mil refund all the charges in la your plan and transfer the value to any other provider of your 
choree. " 'Special offer'. The minimum investment is EfiOOpm or £30,000 single premium, five rear minimum term or a combination such as £300pcn plus £7500 angle 
premium. Call us for advice on tho best combination for you. This applies to all qualifying PPPs started before 0&04J9S. Eagle Star Life Assurance Company Limited is regulated 
by the Personal Investment Authority. We only give advice on our own products. For your protection ym, call to Eagle Star may ba recorded. Full written details are available 
on roques!. Past pwtonnance is not necessarily a guide to the future. The value of the plan can fluctuate from tune to rime and is not guaranteed. I TIM9 | 


Tokyo rides wave to nowhere 


T hings have readied a pretty 
pass when the chairman arid 
chief executive of Sony de¬ 
clares: “The Japanese economy is on 
the verge of collapsing." Norio Ghga 
even compared Japan's Prime Muns¬ 
ter to Herbert Hoover, die American 
President whose name has, a trifle 
unfairly, become a byword for doing 
too little too late to counter a slump. 
This was meant to insult the coun¬ 
try’s less-than-inspiring leader. 

Sony Corporation is, alter all; one 
of tbe world-class Japanese com¬ 
panies whose shares nave survived 
the average fall of two thirds on tine 
Tokyo market Sony shares are' 
compared as much to Coca-Cola as to 
local banks, retailers or widget- 
makers. And few of Sony's domestic 
peers would focus corporate power in 
an Anglo-Saxon-style boss. 

That is why others dare not breathe 
such a bleak and brusque message. 
Otherwise, they dearly would. The. 
latest measure of business confidence 
shows the worst state of despair for 
almost four years. Jt shows that the 
nascent recovery, knocked on the 
head by a premature attempt to 
follow international advice and get 
the budget bade into shape, is dead. 

Traditionally, this should be the 
moment when brave investors buy. 
When everyone else is gloomy, and 
especially when others axe forced to 


INVESTOR 



sell because of collapsing asset prices, 
shares must be oversold. 

In Korea, this certainly proved 
correct at least in the short ran. On 
average shares lost more than half 
their market value in Seoul between 
August and the beginning of Decem- 


GRAHAM 

SEARJEANT 


ber. Anyone who bought then, as 
PDFM and one or two other bargain- 
. hunting fund managers did, should 
have made about 60 percent on their 
money within three months. But the 
bounces in Hong Kong and Kuala 
Lumpur were less dramatic and, even 
in Korea, shares have sagged of late. 

One cause of reassessment is the 
lack of life in Japan’s economy. 
Although America and Europe might 
still be tbe best markets for key 
exports, Japan has been vital as a 
provider of capital, of loans for over- 
expanding banking systems and of 
inward investment as well as a big 
market for aQ manner of goods. 

On normal tests, there should be 
stronger reasons for buying Japan. 
Eight years after rising interest rates 
burst the 1980s financial bubble, 
maximum gloom coincides with 
seemingly much grander measures 
to reflate the economy. The latest 
package is claimed to be worth more 
than £70 billion, over 3 per cent of 
national income. These are the big- 


oest numbers so far, but the package 
sm seems to rely on public woiks 
rather than putting money drecfly 
into people’s pockets. In advmce of 
the detailed announcement o; mear 
sures {assuming they have ye been 

derided), they lack credibflity^cmg 
those whose confidence desprately 
needs to be revived. c 

The state of Tokyo markeS also 
lacks* some credibly. TheVikkei 
225 index duly fell more tfam 700 
points, about 4J5 per cent, m be two 
Says after Mr Ohga threw hobble 
into the pond. But that left theNfltkei 
at 15^18 by week’s end. the sort of 
level it has hit many times a? it has 
yo-yoed roughly between 15.(00 and 
21,000 over the past six years.' 

S uch is the degree oflistrust 
locally, however, that iivestors 
are not sure that 14500-5.000 is 
a true floor or whether theoithori- 
ties, top houses and instfutional 
investors have somehow fldued the 
market to stop it failing ever further 
at some point or other. Still Iss dear 
is whether the powenHhat-ip could 
manage it again, while bey are 
caught up in the witchhun that is 
now paralysing the old systau 
For overseas investors, tie yen's 
renewed weakness adds to tte risk of 
surfing the Nikkei back up There 
should still be profits to nake. In 
Japan as in the other strickei Asian 
markets, the better course is sirely to 
stock up at modest discounts on the 
relatively few quality intenadonal 
stocks that can sail through diraestic 
slump than to try to make a narket 
killin g in the bargain basemeit. 


H alifax, the largest 
provider of personal 
savings in the UK 
with more than 15 million 
savings accounts, increased 
some of the rates on its 
Guaranteed Reserve account 
by up to 0.4 per cent this week. 

The move means balances 
above £10,000 invested for a 
year now earn 75 per cent 
compared with 7.1 per cent. 

However, although the in¬ 
crease places the Halifax ac¬ 
count among some of the 
most competitive fixed rates, 
the fixed rates pale when com¬ 
pared with the returns offered 
by many notice accounts. 

The increase in rates ap¬ 
plies to both the £2.000 plus 
and £10.000 plus tiers for the 
six months and one-year guar¬ 
anteed periods. But the rates 
on the two and three-year 
fixes remain unchanged. Hal¬ 
ifax said the rates for longer 
fixes have not increased bec¬ 
ause of unfavourable rates in 
the medium-term money mar¬ 
kets prompted by uncertainty 
over monetary union. 

Similarly, last week Nat¬ 
ional Savings (owned its 
rates on new sales of six of its 
fixed-rate bonds, most of 
which are fixed for five years. 

While short-term rates rose 
last year, medium-term rales 
fell and have continued to fall 
this year. Short-term rates are 
now much higher than medi¬ 
um-term rates throughout the 
industry. And notice accounts 
are offering some of the best 
rates at the moment 
For sums of £10.000 or over 
Birmingham Midshires 
Building Society is near the 
top paying 7.95 per cent for its 
120-day notice account ac¬ 
cording to Moneyfacts. 
Northern Rock offers 7.9 per 



Halifax puts 
up yearly 
fixed rates 


cent on its 90-day account and 
Bristol & West 7.8 per cent 
while Investec Bank and Le¬ 
gal & General Bank pay 8 per 
cent on their one-year and 60- 
day accounts respectively. 

Instant-access accounts also 
offer good value. Northern 
Rock pays 7.85 per cent for 
deposits of £10.000 and Alli¬ 


ance & Leicester 75 per cent 
on tiie same amount 
However, the Halifax said 
savers are still interested in 
tbe security offered by fixed 
rate accounts. Mike Ellis, 
banking and savings director 
at Halifax said: “Our Guaran¬ 
teed Reserve account is partic¬ 
ularly attractive to those who 



Getting a good fix is now rather a short-term measure 


want a fixed returnon their 
money over a sperile period 
and we are now abb to offer 
some of the best rate around 
for terms of six monhs and a 
year." 

The Halifax now pys inter¬ 
est of 7 per cent on dtposits of 
£2,000 or over for sit months 
and 7.25 per cent fa a one 
year fix on the sameamount- 
Deposrts of £10,000 .’am 73 
percent for six month and 7.5 
per cent for a year. Tie rates 
on the two and thre years 
remain unchanged a 6.75 per 
cent fora two-year fiton sums 
of £1000 and over ind 655 
per cent for the sami amount 
over three years. 

Norwich & Peteborough 
offers 755 per ceit on a 
minimum deposit if £5,000 
fixed for six monthsBristol & 
West pays 7.45 perent on Che 
same basis but the fest value 
comes from the Julin Hodge 
Bank, which pays 7.62 per 
cent on a six-mo oh fix on 
sums as low as £2.00. 

The Halifax rate ises come 
a week before the vlonetary 
Policy Committee meets to 
discuss base rates. Vcki Bum. 
of Moneyfacts, sat “It's an 
interesting one to ratch as it 
is often seen to mov prior to a 
change in base rates. It’s 
usually a good fjide as to 
where rales are heding." 

Children savinj with the 
Coventry BuildingSodety are 
also benefiting fbm a'rate 
rise. Interest ratesSn the inst- 
antacoess savingaccount for 
under-18-year-olds living in 
the society's area t operation 
went up from 7JZf per cent to 
7.75 per cent this week. The 
minimum investment is £1 
and the limit is £5)00. 

Susan Immett 


Confused? 

What will you do with a 
lump sum of £5,000, 
£25,000, or £250,000? 


Top notch 

PL. 




FEPs, Unit Trusts, Building Societies*, 
TESSAs*... with several thousand 
investment options to choose from, no 
wonder you're confused! 

You need UNBIASED advice. 

Investor Intelligence, one of the UK's 
largest groups of independent financial 
advisers, can help you. 

Simply call FREE anytime on 

0500 - 10 - 10-14 

or return the Freepost coupon. 


INVESTOR 

INTELLIGENCE 
MAKING HOMEY HAKE SEISE 
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Tor Investor Inxdfcgencc, FREEPOST, SCE 388, Slough SLl 4BY, 


Top performing PEPs have a habit of attracting large 
commission charges. Ask any of the top len PEP compares 
and you could pay os much os £360 
an an investment of £6000. But not if you call us. 
We charge just one flat fee of £25, 
and return any buying commission to you, the irnesto 
In 1997 alone we saved investors ewer £1.4 million ii 
returned commissions. For a free brochure cmd gride, all 

Freephone 8 til 8, any day of the week. 

0800 413186 

pepdirect 

He UK’s URGES! Hat-Fee PEP Ptorifer* 


Telephone (day/eve). 
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TAKE FIVE MINUTES 
AND YOU COULD 
DOUBLE YOUR PENSION 



A typical Equitable regular contribution with- 
profits pension fund has - approximately 
doubled in value every five years, so the sooner 
you’ start saving the better off you will be when 
you retire. Put it another way. If you delay for 
five years, your retirement income could be 
halved. So five minutes spent reading on 
could well be worth your while. 

In the chart below, we show the huge difference 
in the value of a £200 per month personal 
pension plan on your 65th birthday depending 
on .the age at which you start contributing 



-o 150,000 
«3. 

§ 100,000 
"So 

s 

* 50,000 


o*- 



£34,819 

45 50 55 60 

’ Age at Outset 


This' shows the actual open market option 
funds for a £200 per month Equitable life 
with-profits personal pension plan as at 1 July 
1997, pension benefits taken at exact age 65. 
Source: Money Management, October 1997. 

Of course, the final value of the investment is 
not guaranteed. 

Time, however, is not only factor which 
determines how much you receive. The choice 
of pension company also makes a big 
difference in two important respects: 

First, bow much of your money disappears in 
charges before it can be invested. 

Second, how well the balance is invested. 

At The Equitable Life, we know our with-profits 
charges are the very lowest and our investment 
performance is amongst the very best. 

We’d like everyone else to know it too. 

NO MIDDLEMEN, NO 
SHAREHOLDERS. LOW COSTS 

We have never paid commission to third parties. 
As a mutual life company the oldest in the 
world in feet, we don’t have any shareholders to 
take a slice of the profits. And we keep all our 
internal expenses to an absolute minimum. 

Three good reasons why we are renowned for 
our low costs. 

It’s also why an annual Planned Savings 
survey in October 1997 once again shows The 
Equitable Life as having the lowest ratio of 
expenses to premium income of all companies 
surveyed across the UK- 

mat is important is that we pass these savings 

on to our clients in the form of unusually low 
rW g re , SO more of your money can be 

invested for the future. 


IN A CLASS OF OUR OWN 

WITH-PROFITS PLANS COMPARED 

A simple rating system, suggested in an Office of Fair Tra ding discussion document, allows 
people to make a straight comparison between pension products by giving each one a 
series of ratings, on a scale of A+ to C-, both for past performance and charges. A recent 
survey using this rating method showed The Equitable to be well ahead of the field. 




The Equitable life 

A+AB 

A+A+A+ 

AXA Equity & Law 

CCA 

BBC 

Britannia Life 

*** 

CBB 

CIS 

BA* 

CBA+ 

Clerical Medical 

BAB 

BAA 

Commercial Union 

*CC 

ABA 

Eagle Star 

BAA 

CBA 

Ecclesiastical 

*** 

*** 

Friends Provident 

BBB 

BC-A 

General Accident 

A*A 

BAB 

Legal & General 

CBB 

AAB 

London Life 

**C- 

*** 

MGM Assurance 

A+A+C 

BBC- 

National Mutual 

BBB 

BBB 

Norwich Union 

BBA 

BAA 

NH . 

BBC- 

BAB 

Prudential. ' 

*■** .. 

A+AC 

RNPFN 

ABA+ 

CC-A+ 

Royal London 

BAA 

BBC 

Royal Sun Alliance 

C.C-C- 

ABC 

Scottish Amicable 

BCB 

BBC 

Scottish Equitable 

BCB 

CBA 

Scottish Friendly 

BBB 

C-CC- 

Scottish Life 

BBB 

CBB 

Scottish Mutual 

BBA 

ABC 

Scottish Provident 

*AC 

*** 

Scottish Widows 

BCB 

ABB 

Standard Life 

BBC 

ABC 

Sun Life 

CBB 

BBB 

Swiss Life 

CC* 

*■** 

VCfesleyan Assurance 

*AA 

BBC 


* Denotes where no rating has been given due to company not having provided a figure. 

Past performance - the three ratings refer to transfer value after 5 years, transfer value after 10 years and retirement fund find 
terminal bonus) respectively. AD figures are calculate d as at 1.4.97, ass umi ng policies taken out six months before next birthday 
Monthly premium £50. Retirement age 65. 

Own charge projections - the three ratings refer to transfer value at end of year 5, transfer value at end of year 20 and retirement 
fund respectively Projections are based on plans co mmencin g 1.4.97 and are in accordance with the PlA's projection rules, using the 
mid-point assumptions. Investment growth rate before charges 9% pa. RPI and AEI inflation rates are 4 5 and 6% pa respectively. 
Retirement age 65. Monthly premium £100. 

Source: Money Marketing FPR With-Profits Survey May 1997. 


OUR LOW CHARGES MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 

The chart below shows the effect that different 
companies’ charges will have on a £200 a 
month with-profits pension plan over 20 years. 

HOW MUCH A PENSION IS REDUCED 
BY CHARGES OVER 20 YEARS 


Equitable Low Charges 


40,000 
35,000 
30,000 
cu 25,000 
20,000 
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£21,410 

' ■■ 

■II 

The TbcAnaa#: The Highest 


These figures relate to projected open market option funds as at 1 July 
1997 for new style wfah-profits personal pension plans for a n»n aged 
45 due to retire at age 65. Monthly contributions £200. Assumed 
annual growth rate 9%. Source: Money Management, October 1997. 


Because we charge barely half the industry 
average, the value of your fund could be 
increased by thousands of pounds. 

THE MOST CONSISTENT 
INVESTMENT RECORD 

When choosing your pension provider, surely 
it makes sense to look for a consistently 
strong performer. After all, almost every 
company has some sort of success story to 
tell - perhaps one of their funds went 
through a brief purple patch at some stage. 
But how often have they been able to repeat 
it? 

Annual surveys by Planned Savings magazine 
put the whole subject of long-term 
investment into perspective. Since the first 
survey in 1974, The Equitable Life’s regular 
contribution with-profits pensions have had 
45 top ten platings out of a possible 56. Our 
nearest challenger has managed just 31. 

Remember though, past performance is no 
guarantee of future performance. 


Since July 1997, pension funds can no longer 
recover tax credits on the dividends from UK 
equities. 

MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY 

Not everyone is in a position to contribute a 
regular amount. And many can’t be sure when 
they will retire, so they want to be able to 
change their retirement date if necessary - 
without penalty. 

No problem. 

With an Equitable pension, you are free to 
increase or decrease your contributions at any 
time. And you can bring your retirement date 
forward or delay it, as you choose. Unlike 
some other companies, all without penalty 

IN SHORT 

When it comes to pension planning you can’t 
start too soon. The longer you leave it, the 
worse off you will be when you retire. But 
although time is of the essence, it is not the 
whole story. So choose your pension provider 
very carefully. 


For more details by post and by telephone of 
our low-cost high-performance pension plans, 
call us on 0990 38 48 58 or complete the 
coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 


FOR YOUR SECURITY TOUR TELEPHONE CALL MAY BE RECORDED 
INKmtAIlOWAEWICE \CTLL ONLY BE GIVEN 
ON ECPmBLE GROUP PRODUCTS 
K’THE ffiJSQNAL INVESTMENT AUIHCSTIY 
THE EQUnKBLE UFE, FREEPOSTTOUTON STREET AVLESBUffi 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP23 7BR 

To: The Equitable Life, FREEPOST, Wilton 
Street, Aylesbury Bucks HP21 7BR. 

I would welcome details on The Equitable’s 
pension plans. 

I am self employed □ 

I am employed and not eligible to join a 
company pension scheme □ 

TMCC8C 


NAME (Mr/Mrs/Miss} 
ADDRESS _ 


Postcode 


Tel: (Office) 
Tel: (Home) 
Date of Birth 


Vfe guarantee that no company outside The 
Equitable and its subsidiaries wifi receive these 
details, E; howevo; you would prefer to receive no 
i us, please tick this box □ 



The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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HIGH INTEREST PAID GROSS 

On investments from £2o,000 to £2 ,000,000 

FIXED FOR ONE YEAR 



The One Year fixed Rate Bond from 

Cheshire Guernsey Limited offers 

a high return guaranteed 

for a full 12 months, 
the minimum investment 

is £25,000, the maximum 

is £2,000,000 The 
more you invest the^^mg 
higher the rate, 
with the rate 
for £100,000 
currently 
the best 
available 4 


The account pays interest gross and 
is open to expatriates, foreign 
nationals and UK residents, 
for UK investors this could 
have valuable cash flow 
benefits by deferring the 
tax payable. 
For further details 
please complete 
the coupon or 
call the 
number 
below. 


Please post the coupon to: 

Cheshire Guernsey limited, PO Bo* 229, 
Canada Court. Upland Road. St Peter Port. 
Guernsey GYT 3NZ 


CHESHIRE 

GUERNSEY LIMITED 


For further 

details call 
ns on 

01481 

726 885 

or visit our Web Site at: 
w v v vv.chcshirc-guernsey.co.cg 


Please tick appropriate box: 


To open an account □ 
For further information CU 


To open an account complete this coupon and enclose it with your 
cheque, payable to Cheshire Guernsey Limited, Account (your name]. 
An application form will be sent by return for completion. 

I/We enclose C_(min. £25,000. max. E2million) 

for investment in the One Year fixed Rate Band. 


Name___ 


RiUmih 

Telephone . 


Signature!*) 


4.4-8BTT1 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy? 


More 


than money. 


Hariwt leadng prices and service all > free 48 haa- pafe. 
Londm/Saalfc 01621 ffiU33 Rfiaafe QM7B9 2500 
Soifh lestOlI? 930 8SZ7 fort* 0U323S1S41 
Cd fees dnys opu, 

Pefllr DOW* S Company Limited. 

FjornttuMfl. Mafcton.ESMUClKSm 


Scattmi CM 353 0311 
Please pate TTBUS 
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Rcudaltil In the 
Iomshukhi Auibiih 


SSiSDobic 


Caroline Merrell reports on the latest moves at Nationwide B ui lding Society 

Hardern 



company 
go back on the hustings 




M ichael Hardern, the 
eccentric former roy¬ 
al butler who last 
year failed to get on to the Na¬ 
tionwide board to force it to 
convert, is making a second 
attempt for election. 

Mr Hardem is to stand for 
one or three board positions to 
be voted on this year. Last year 
Mr Hardern and four other pro¬ 
conversion candidates stood for 
election in an attempt to turn the 
Nationwide into a bank. Con¬ 
version could have paid wind¬ 
falls wrath around £2,000 to 
each of Nationwide’s 3l5 million 
members. 

Mr Hardenrs election cam¬ 
paign was maned by a series of 
strange events, including a last- 
minute switch in favour of 
keeping the society mutual. The 
loss of the vote was blamed on 
his bizarre behaviour, which 
included wearing a dress. Mem¬ 
bers ended up voting three to 
one against Mr Hardem and 
his companions. 

Also standing fra- election is 
Andrew Muir, the 32-year-old 
managing director of a financial 
recruitment consultancy from 
Slough. Mr Muir is not in 
favour of a straight conversion 
of the building society. Instead, 
he wants it to pay out cash from 
reserves to members. 

Although Mr Muir's applica¬ 
tion to stand has been accepted 
by the Nationwide — SO signa¬ 
tures from members of two 
years’standing are required — a 
special resolution on distribut¬ 
ing the cash has not yet been 
accepted by the society. The 
Nationwide^ legal opinion says 
that it would not be possible to 
distribute cash in the way that 
Mr Muir proposes. 

Mr Muir said: “I am hoping 
to have the proposals redrafted 
before the deadline." Even if he 
does not succeed in having die 



Michael Hardem. left is making a second attempt to join the Nationwide board, and Andrew Muir, who is also standing 


CASHING IN YOUR 
ENDOWMENT ? 


IT'S EASY TO GET MORE 

We regularly pay up to 30% MORE* than the surender value 
for with profits endowment and whole life policies. 

Lite company oiterea 110,011 | MnimtttiAigMMiEiDnL 

Policy Partfdfio Price £21,100 


Dan*hue out- __ 

contact ffofic y Port f olio Pk today. PORTFOLIO 


RegUtated toy tha Potsand hrastmn /kSfwtfcy 


TMS 


TEL: 0181 343 4567 Line= Open 24 Hours - 7 Ooy: a week 

Gacid House, Arcadia Avenue. London N3 2JU 


proposal redrafted in time, he 
will still stand for election. “If 1 
get elected, then 1 will try to call 
an EGM to look at the revised 
resolution.” 

Mr Muir is confident that the 
result of the vote will be very 
different this time around. He 
said: “I have had around 1,000 
letters — 700 daim that they 
were coerced by branch staff in 
to voting in favour of the board. 
They say they would vote differ¬ 
ently this time." The Nation¬ 
wide denies this, pointing out 
that the pattern of the voting 
through branches was similar 
to the pattern of postal voting. 
The vote was cleared by the 
Electoral Reform Society. 

Mr Hardem said: “Frankly, l 
do not think I stand a chance 
against this organisation, but 
members should have another 
opportunity to vote for conver¬ 
sion." Mr Hardem pointed out 


that Nationwide now has many 
more members — 45 million. 
Many of these will be “carpet¬ 
baggers”, having opened ac¬ 
counts with the aim of gening a 
wi ndfall in the event of the 
society cot verting. 

Nationwide has 13 board 
members. Those standing for 
re-election are Charles 
Nunneley, the chairman: Ber¬ 
nard Simpson, executive direc¬ 
tor: and Paul Twyman. another 
non-executive director. The vot¬ 
ing wifi take place in June, with 
the annual meeting on July 23. 

It is now too late for anyone to 
artempt to be a carpetbagger 
with die Nationwide. At the end 
of last year, the Nationwide 
introduced a rule under which 
new members had to pledge any 
windfall they might receive to a 
charity. 

Nationwide said that it was 
confident that it could defeat this 


new attack on its board. It said it 
was still committed to returning 
benefits to members in the form 
of higher savings rates and 
lower mongage rates. 

A recent report from Which?, 
the magazine for die Consum¬ 
ers' Association, found that 
smaller societies offered better 
rates than some of the high 
street names. 

A ccording to the report, 
the savings market app¬ 
ears to be dominated by 
a few of the big household 
names such as the Halifax ami 
Abbey National. The new en¬ 
trants in to the market, such as 
Direct Line, have already made 
a splash with headline-grab¬ 
bing deposit rates that are above 
those that are offered by the 
high streetnames.... . 

With the new ratrantsjostling 
with the big names, it is easy to 


overlook the fed there are more 
than 70 mutual societies in the 
sector. Many are regionally 
based with small branch net¬ 
works. Research from Which? 
found that many of these societ¬ 
ies offer higher rates than their 
' bigger counterparts. 

The magazine looked at the 
rates paid on sums of between 
£500 and 0500 at 50 regional 
building societies. The rates 
were analysed over a period of 
two years and compared with 
the ten largest institutions, in¬ 
cluding the Alliance & Leicester. 
Abbey National and Halifax. 

The average rate offered by 
the regional societies has been 
around 0 3 per cent higher than 
their bigger rivals. Savings of 
£Z500 in a local building society 
will attract rates that are on 
average 05 per cent higher than 
the rates offered by the biggest 
savings institutions. 









if all the world’s 
top companies 

were British, you 
wouldn’t need our 

Global Tracking PER 

Not all the best companies are British, which is why not all of the Norwich 
Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. Unlike most other 
tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies worldwide, to give excellent 
potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July 1996 of 34.8%* TAX-FREE, 
with a historic return of io8%” over 5 years. 

■ 75 % of your investment tracks UK companies and 25% tracks 
companies m 27 other stock markets worldwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge for transfer from other PEPs. 

■ Make the most of the last PEP year, apply now. 

For a free information pack call 

0800 056 2450 


SIMPLY THE BEST 






’ aT 


Don’t miss the boat! 

Last year for new PEP investments. Make the 
most of this final opportunity to invest up to 
£9.000 before 5th April 1999. 


PEP discounts in the UK 


• We are a DISCOUNT BROK£R which means 
we rebate to investors the commissions of up to 
5% charged when you buy direct or through 
conventional brokers. Our normal £25 H andlin g 
fee will be waived up to 5th April 1999. 

• We are INDEPENDENT, so we offer a huge 
range of investment options from all the UK's 
leading investment companies. 

• We are HIGHLY EXPERIENCED - Elson 
Associates has been established since 1987 and 
over 40,000 clients come to us to arrange their 
PEPS. 

• We offer PERSONAL SERVICE in a way that 
continues to reflect our family-founded origins. 

• We aim to offer the HIGHEST PEP 
DISCOUNTS IN THE UK. As volume dealers 
in PEPs, we are able to negotiate the very best 
terms for our clients. 


* 


quoting reference number 1TI66. 

Lines open weekdays Sam-Spin, weekends ioam-4piri. 

http^/www.norwich-UTl1 OTUCO.uk 


Opening a new PEP? 

Unhappy with the performance of your existing PEP? 
Looking for reduced charges? 

For further information, cut out and return the coupon below to Elson Associates, FREEPOST DTI 138 
18 Maxwell Road, Welling, Kent DA16 1BR or alternatively call us free on 

0500 691790 

www.elson.iii.co.uk 


insurance: 




HEALTHCARE 


PENSIONS 


SON 

SSOCIATES 
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■ ImiM ■ Alton 


Past performance n no guide to the future: unit prices can go dawn as 
wen as up, the performance of PEPs Invested in equity based assets will 
reduce from iggg due to the loss of a reda 1 maUe tax credit vou should 
consider PEPs a medium to long term i nv e s t me nt . Funds Invested abroad 
may alter with exchange rat* fluctuations. Informatlon/advice wfll only 
relate to Norwich Union products. We may telephone you to confirm 
receipt of your information pack. -Buy to sell performance of the Norwich 
Global Trading PEP. gross Income reinvest e d 1/7/96 to 31/1/9& —Although 
the Norwich Global Tracking PEP has only been available since July 1996. 
If you had invested £1.000 on 1/1/93 ln the underlying funds of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP (In the same proportions as the PEP) your 
investment would have been worth EzoSo (a growth ofio8%)on 31/1/98, 
assu ming the income tax benefits of a PEP also applied. In certain 
circumstances Information may be passed to other insurance companies 
or professional experts acting on our behalf. Detath that you provide may 
be used by Norwich Union group companies, your insurance 
Intermediary or other relevant organisations for marketing purposes, 
such as ma rket research and contacting you regarding your Insurance 
or Investment needs. If you wish to opt out of Hie Norwich union 
group marketing, please write to Norwich Union, FREEPOST, Mailing 
Exclusion Team, PO Box 903, Sheffield 5 n 8LE. For your protection all 
telephone cans wtH be recorded. Norwich Union Portfolio Services 
Limited Is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO- 


F7 would like more information on the ~1 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP. 

Please complete this coupon m BLOCK CAPITALS and return it ten 
Norwich Union Portfolio Services limited, FREEPOST ANG 4247, 

Norwich NRi 3BR. 


■ Title-Initial Surname 

1 Addwxu 

1 




1 

Telephone Number {Day) 



| mimt 


_i 


Name. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

I am particularly interested in a.(company) PEP. 

Please send me the relevant application form together with the discount information 

The value of invesonenu and any income from [ham can go down as well as up and you may nol get back the amount invp-dr .1 r 
depend on your individual dminBiances. W e do not offer advice as to the suitability of the Hivmiiw, «= fa-. r nnw ' t »»levels and reliefs will 

investment is suitable for you, you should obtain expen advice. Following the Chancellor's Budget annouacemm on 1 fTh my doub * an 

are passed into law as announced, subscriptions into PEPs cannot be made when Individual Saving /■£. . _ W3rc f 1998 - assuming the moBnmk 

PEP holdnswfl], however, be Me to keep their accumulated savings free of income and capital gains m and nu™ x 0,16 ^ 1999 Existing 

The tax reliefs for PEPs wUl minor the lax reliefs for ISAs. may fKXJse [ ° charge PEP manager a any time. 
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P ersonal loans have tra¬ 
ditionally been danger¬ 
ous territory. From 
Shylock to high street banks, 
there has always been some¬ 
one somewhere waiting to 
throw money at you — and 
take their pound of flesh. 

But increasing competition 
means that personal loans are 
no longer the beasts they used 
robe. 

This week Marks & Spen¬ 
cer financial services, which 
has S per cent of the direct 
loans market, cut the cost of its 
persona] loans rate by 2 per 
cent You do not have to be an 
account cardholder to apply, 
but it helps, because rates for 
cardholders have been cut by 
up to 3 per cent. 

There are currently 185.000 
accounts open and more than 
£22 billion has been bor¬ 
rowed since 1988. 

The new rates start at just 
11.9 per cent APR for account 
cardholders with personal- 
loan protection. Loans with 
insurance for non-account 
holders start at 12.9 per cent 
APR. Loans are available 
from £500 up to £10,000 or 
£15X100 for cardholders and 
existing loan customers, with 
monthly repayments between 
12 months and seven years. 
Smaller loans are more ex¬ 
pensive: 15.9 per cent APR for 
cardholders and 17.9 per cent 
APR for others on sums 
between £500 and £999. 

Prudential has also been 
swift to market its Express 
Loan, offering a rate of 1J.7 per 
cent APR on loans of E9.000 to 
£12,000. But the cost goes up 
for smaller sums. Loans be¬ 
tween £6,000 and £8.999 are 
payable at 133 per cent APR 
and sums between £2.000 to 
£5.999 attract a rate of 13.9 per 
cent APR. Those borrowing 
between £1.000 and £1,999 pay 
17.9 per cent APR. 

However, unlike Marks & 
Spencer, which charges two 
months' interest for redemp¬ 
tion. there is no redemption 
penalty with the Pru. giving it 
a slight edge. The life assur¬ 
ance company also says loans 
can get approved in just ten 
minutes with the money avail¬ 
able three days later. 

However. M&S says it will 
waive the redemption penalty 
if the loan is settled early, 
provided you take out another 
loan. Rates are for the dura¬ 
tion with both companies. 

Mark Bolland. of Chamber¬ 
lain de Brae, swar-Thi- the 
face of h the M&S loan Is 
offering pretty competitive 
rates and appears to be com¬ 
peting with the Prudential. 
But with no redemption pen- 



ally, the Prudential loan is 
more attractive for larger 
loans. It is also marginally 
cheaper." 

Both loans are among the 
most competitive on the mar- 
ket Northern Rock tops the 
charts with 9.9 per cent APR 
for sums of £5.000. if you take 
out insurance. Without loan 
protection the rate goes up to 
12.7 per cent APR The York¬ 
shire bank charges 123 per 
cent APR and Direct line 128 
per cent if you are over 22 
years-old. 

Account cardholders with 
M&S borrowing £10.000 pay 
£232.47 a month over 72 
months, including personal 
loan protection. People with¬ 
out a store card pay £239.13. 
Monthly payment excluding 
protection is £201.18. M&S 
says that 40 per cent of 
personal loans are taken out 
with insurance. 10 per cent 
more than two years ago. 

The same loan with the Pru 
over 60 months — there is a 
five-year limit — costs £26209 
a month Without insurant-*-. 

For loans of £5,000 and 
£2300, the two companies are 
at loggerheads, offering very 
similar rates. Borrowing 
£5.000 from the Pru over 48 
months costs £156.08 a month 
while M&S charges 
cardholders £15202 indud-' 
ing insurance. 

Doug Conquer, at Clark 
Conway, the independent fi¬ 
nancial providers in Wimble¬ 
don. said: "For years 
unsecured loans have been a 
rip-off charging between 19 
and 25 per cent APR and with 
quite high penalties if you pay 
them off early. 

"But I think these rates are 
a better deaL Obviously M&S 
wants the small as well as the 
£10,000 market But the Pro 
wants the £9.000-plus bracket. 
Their rates between £1.000 
and £2000 are not very good. 
Clearly they don’t want that 
sort of business. But it’s a very 
good rate for die £10.000- 
plus." 


Score: 

Prudential **** 
M&S*** - 

Products graded from ★ (poor), to 
* tr l rt r k (outstanding). 


Susan Emmett 



From the davs of Shylock. personal loans have been tricky 
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7 he &orpomte Boxttfi y EPP 


'Sr hi ret-. U'tM (IW.llj.Wi, 
Hn running yield of iht- 
Fixed fnfe-jvtf Trust was 
"1% Ki3Mi aik-mpiion 

yield 1 j* ai *J March 19W. 
•IM« purftKirwrkY i> not 
ni.tvs.sjriIy jj guide id 
future perlormaiwc. 

IVAh oipii;ii and income 
values may go down as 
well as lip and you may 
nut gel hack the amount 
invested All iianparivuni 
of cost apply id PEl's . 
investing wiuilfv in Unil 
Trusts. Tax ussumpiH ms 
are those currently 
appUuihk.- and are stil>jetr 
to statutory dange. The 
value or ux relief will 
depend on your 
Individual clnvniM.inees. 
Full written details are 
available* on request. 
Legal K tivik'Ril lUirctil 
Limned. KegiMereil in 
England Mr. 2?<l2umi 
Kegisiered OlTkv: 

Temple Cnun. 11 Queen 
Vklurei Street. London 
F.CiN iTK Kepresenkilive 
only «if the U 751 I & Ck-neral 
marketing group, 
meinhers of which are 
regulated I tv the Cervinal 
Investment Authnrliy and 
IMKO fiv the purposes of 
recommending, advising 
tin and selling life 
assurance and 
invesuneni products 
hearing Legal & Gencnl's 
name. A roemlx-r of 
AUTIF. Investors should 
he aware that unlike cash, 
in a Deposit Account the 
capital value nf Investtnenls 
in Fixed Interest Trusts 
is noi guaranteed. The 
Government haw 
aimounced that 
conirihulions can only he 
made to PEPs until April 
J9W. From that date a 
new tax privUcgcd savings 
vehicle, die Individual 
NavmRSi Aecoum (ISAi 
Will he available. 


The low cost 
high income PEP 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year's 
PEP allowance 


Legal & General have led the way in 
providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 

Over the years, our determination 
to provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess 
of £60 billion under management. 

A glance at the table shows that we 
deliver unbeatable value, providing the 
lowest cost diversified Corporate Bond 
PEP on the market with annual manage¬ 
ment charges of only 0.5%, with no initial 
charges on lump sum investments or 
withdrawal fees. 

So, for a regular, tax-free income on 
your savings find out more about 
Britain’s best value Income PEP today. 

Just complete and return the coupon. 


PROVIDER 


..Aiwt&L 
MANAGEMENT 
' CHARGE ;:7 


RUNNING 
■ yield* 

'■■■•V-■ 


Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 

0.5% 7.1% 

Fidelity Moaeybuilder 
IncomePEP 




Gperpoi^tt'- '. - T'l 
'PEP*- ' .ptT;. 

iV-vT-. . -.A A i..*.. fI i 

NO initial charges 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


Yisil our web site at n irir.LamtG.com 


Find out more non- 


phone free 


0500116622 


Sam to Spat weekdays, 
9am to 6pm weekends. 


Please quote ref: C7DL13 


Furyaur protect imi 
m tiiahk -»« fti 
.AW tnlh uiiy.fucrix 

that nwr anfc calls 
mil usually be 
nxunkif and 
mudtmilv mwittunil 


YES , 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


Forenameis> 


C7DLI3 


I would like more information 
about the Legal K General Corporate Bond 
PEP. Poet to: Legal & General I Direct! Limited, 
FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF11YW. 

If you already have any PEP investment, 
please tick here Cl. 

We may idephnnc y<*u u> make .sure tnlbmution 
reciucTjed lies anned .safely. Now and dim. we 
may fell y»>u ahcui iidler pnsJucis nr services 
niTered by ilie Legal S General Gmcip trf 
ciimpanies that we helieve nuy he nf inieresi in 
yini. II you wiiuLi prefer nen In lecvive ihls 
carefully sefecied Informaikin, pkuse lick here D. 


Address . 


Postcode. 


Dale o f birth. 


/ 


Tel. i Vo. Home. 


Tel. No. Work 


General 






JUa* ■' ■t'i' i 


If you move job, our 
pension moves with you 

Our pension arrangements let you change job, 
break or become self-employed, all without penalty. Your first good move? 


take a career 


Why not call for no-fuss advice or information without obligation. 

Call, Sam-IOpm, 7 days a week quoting ref: 288B523 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 

Scrtirlvh Widorrt m»* b.- rrcpnted nr momtorrd Jn J info.nudon or advice will nnlj prwldcd on 5corr1ih Wldom producu. Ivsued by ScoiiUh Widow* Fund *nd Life- A»vr*flcr Snclfiv. Rt^ulaiiHl by the ftrwnjl Invcumcm Auiboriry. 
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Your Life Assurance 
can be cheaper 


Policy 

Choice 

Direct 


the financial people who let you choose 

Our Unique Service is FREE 

Our FREE GUIDE gives you the facts 

Our FREE listings let you compare the rates 

of the top companies 

We arrange your policy 

We refund your first two months p rem iu m 

0500 813913 

www. poIicychoice.co.uk 


NWaU 


We do not gjve financial advice. 

Po&v Ctata; Direct rtC e mr i r vi es enfa Brr d Pta Fkandjl wrtridi 

a regulated by the Pmcral terestmail Authority fw bo*ejto*nt boslneK. 


Buying or selling endowments? 

There's a better price 
waiting for you at SEC 


Tb pick Bp abatxor pttai ftir yom |wt plcfc ep thm 

them in see w If ytm poBojr mart b® aft Inrt 9 

oM md ««tM» <w Mtocthn ettarta. 0800 783 0862 

ronuenne sac mxm. aiwnuir 
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Helen Pridham explains the benefits of belonging to an employer’s pens ion scheme 

Moving in the right company 


embers hip of an em¬ 
ployer's pension 
scheme is about as 
good as it gets in pension 
terms. Yet, until a few years 
ago. few employees appreciat¬ 
ed the value of belonging to 
one. This was why it was so 
easy for unscrupulous sales¬ 
men to mis-seil personal pen¬ 
sions to employees who would 
have been better off in their 
occupational scheme. 

Awareness of pensions has 
grown significantly, but there 
are stQl many employees who 
do not understand what their 
company provides. Since 1988. 
when companies lost their 
power to make pension 
scheme membership compul¬ 
sory. around 20 per cent of 
new employees have chosen 
not to join. 

As a result, they have lost 
the contribution their employ¬ 
er would have made, effect¬ 
ively opting for a pay cut. 

Another indicator of the lack 
of understanding is the low 
take-up of additional volun¬ 
tary contributions (AVCs) 
which enable employees to top 
up their company pension. 
The Latest annual survey by 
the National Association of 
Pension Funds (NAPF) shows 
that on average only 15 per 
cent of members make AVCs. 
The others may feel they are 


PENSION 


being well provided for. tart 
only around 8 per cent of men 
and 4 per cent of women will 
achieve a maximum pension. 

Membership of a company 
pension scheme undoubtedly 
offers the best chance most 
people have of achieving an 
adequate retirement income. It 
can provide a pension of up to 
two thirds of earnings at 
retirement. 

But there are various rea¬ 
sons why a pension may fall 
short of expectations. Frequent 
job changes are a major cause, 
but it may also be due to die 
scope of the scheme. That is 
why it is important to find out 
what type of scheme you 
belong to. and how it works. 

There are two main types: 

■ F inal salary schemes: these 
are also known as defined 
benefit schemes because they 
provide a pension which is a 
predetermined percentage of 
final pay for each year you 
belonged to the scheme. The 


build-up is typically one-sixti¬ 
eth of final salary per year of 
service, but some schemes 
only accumulate at one-eighti¬ 
eth per year or less. 

Also, your pension may not 
be related to your whole 
salary. Around 45 per cent of 
company schemes make an 
allowance for the basic state 
pension in their calculations. 
These are known as integrated 
schemes. ’Hie first part of your 
earnings, equivalent to the 
basic state pension, is disre¬ 
garded when calculating your 
contributions and your pen¬ 
sion is based on the remaining 
salary. 

So your company pension 
will be a lower proportion of 
your total salary. Other vari¬ 
able earnings such as bonuses 
and overtime may not be 
included in the calculations 
either. In these situations, 
topping up with AVCs may be 
particularly advisable. 

The amount employees con¬ 
tribute varies. Some employ¬ 



ers pay the whole cost For 
other schemes, the average 
employee contribution is 
around 5 per cent and the 
employer pays the rest The 
long-term rate which employ¬ 
ers pay to final salary schemes 
is more than 12 per cent 
The advantage of this type of 
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gnise a good investment? 
Thousands of investors have. 


With over 1,200 PEPs to choose from, how can you possibly pick the one 
that's best for you? 

Since we launched the SocGen UK Growth Unit Trust and PEP just 
three weeks ago, thousands of investors have already entrusted us with 
over £8 million of their hard-earned savings. So why have they opted for 
our PEP over all the others? 

A fresh approach 

The problem with too many PEPs is that consistent outperformance 
has become the exception rather than the rule. SocGen is committed to 
beating the stockmarket every year - not just once in a while. And it aims 
to stay ahead in bad times as well as good, because that is the only way 
to produce strong, long-term growth for investors. 

Our advantage lies in our impressive UK investment team. 

Nicola Horlick, who has become the best known fund manager in the 
country, is head of equities. Running the UK Growth PEP itself is Peter 
Seabrook who has twenty years' experience managing money for some 
of Britain's biggest pension funds and institutions. 

Both are backed by a heavy investment in research and analytical 

staff. Horlick and Seabrook 
have spent the past eight 
months recruiting the best 
investment brains around. 

Active management 

SocGen's active man¬ 
agement strategy will 
allow it to sell shares that 
it feels have reached their 
peak rather than holding 

"Our approach is designed to combine the on to them as tracker PEPs 
individual Hair of talented, hand-picked fund . . 

managers with a disciplined, technology-based a e OD gea TO ao ' 

- uniformly high standard to flexi5nity sf)0u|d 
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To: SocGen Asset Management, SEA5048 FREEPOST Kingston-Upon-Thames KT2 6BR. 
Please send me a copy of your brochure relating to the SocGen UK Growth UnitTmst 
and PER 


Nicola Horlick 


"We believe strongly in active fund management - and have built a 
talented team with a shared vision and a dear understanding of our 
clients' expectations 

give it an edge over trackers rf stockmarkets become volatile. SocGen's 
investment team have experienced all sorts of stockmarket conditions in 
the past and they have the skills to take any future events in their stride. 

The PEP with peace of mind 

Investors in the UK Growth PEP have the security of knowing that 
SocGen Asset Management is backed by Societe Generate, a leading 
international bank with assets exceeding £238bn. 

invest a lump sum or regular savings 

You can invest in the SocGen UK Growth PEP from just £50 per month 
or with a lump sum of £1,000 to £6,000. Applications for lump sums on 
PEP investments received by May 15 qualify for a 2% discount on the 
initial charge. 

For more information on the SocGen UK Growth Unit Trust and PEP, 
talk to your financial adviser, return the coupon or call us free now on the 
number below, quoting reference T4/4. 

0800 88 77 75 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. 
Address_ 


Postcode, 


TAM 





Data Protection Act 1984. Unless you advise us otherwise by ticking the box, your 
name will be added to a mailing list which may be used to send you details of our 
other products and services. 


ASSET MANAGEMENT 

The shape of things to come 


Issued bySocwku Generate Retail Sanricm Limited (regulated by the Personal Investment Authority] trading as SocGen Asset Management. Society Generate Unit Trusts Limited (regulated by IMROl manages die fund and Soddti Gta&rale Asset Management 
UK Limited (regulated by IMRO) manages the PEPs. In addition to the brochure, you may otao request a free copy of the Scheme Particulars relating to the SocGen UK Growth Unit Trust. For your own security, any calls may be recorded and randomly 
monitored. Please note that the price of units may go down as well as up. Due to the initial Charge, you may lose money if you withdraw in the earty years. PEPs and unit trusts may not be suitable investments for everyone and, if you have any doubts, 
you should seek independent advice. The value of the current PEP tax reliefs win depend on your Individual tircumsianCBS.\b»i are entitled to a PEP allowance of C&000 in the currant tax year.The Government has proposed diet afl PEPs held on 5th April 
T939 may continue to be held as PH*a after that date, with the same tax advantages of Individual Savings Accounts (due to be Introduced on 6th April 19391. UKG13 


scheme is that the value of 
your pension is linked to your 
salary ar or near retirement, 
and you don't have to worry 
about the state of the stock 
market when you retire or the 
level of annuity rates. Your 
employer bears the risk that 
investment conditions may be 
unfavourable or that the Gov¬ 
ernment changes the tax rules 
(as it did in last year's Budget). 

However, when investment 
returns are good the company 
may be able to take a “contri¬ 
bution holiday". The other 
advantage of this type of 
scheme is that your pension 
will increase year by year. 

Public sector employees 
have long enjoyed inflation- 
linked pensions. Other em¬ 
ployers have made discretion¬ 
ary increases, but in future 
any benefits arising from ser¬ 
vice after tomorrow, the new 
tax year, must be increased in 
line with the Retail Price 
Index, up to a maximum of 5 
per cent a year. 

The amount of your pension 
will depend on how long you 
have worked for your employ¬ 
s’. Few people stay with one 
company long enough to accu¬ 
mulate the maximum two- 
thirds pension. In a one- 
sixtieth scheme, you would 
have to work for the same 
employer for 40 years. 

Research has shown that 22 
years is a man's average 
number of years for which 
contributions to a company 
scheme are made, it is 16 for 
women. This is why topping 
up with AVCs is adyisable. 

■ Money purchase schemes: 
these build up a pot erf money 
so that at retirement an annu¬ 
ity' can be purchased to pay 
your pension. 

They are also called defined 
contribution schemes because 
the contributions are the only 
predetermined factor. The fi¬ 
nal size of your pension will 
depend on several unknowns. 

The amount in your pension 
pot will be determined largely 
by tiie investment perfor¬ 
mance of the pension com- 


WITH-PROMTS BOND 


An investment 
opportunity with 
guaranteed 
peace of mind. 


Investing on the stock market can often be extremely 
lucrative. You may be able to achieve a much higher rate of 
return than that offered by a fixed interest savings account. 

But there is an element of risk involved \bu could also 
lose money rather than make money. 

The Equitable Life's With-Profits Bond reduces the risk. 

If you have £500 or more to invest, you can place it in a 
managed fund of assets comprising equities, properties and 
fixed interest securities. 

The with-profits approach smooths out the fluctuations 
normally associated with such portfolios. 

Ov« the long term, however, such'a mixed portfolio of 
assets otters the prospect of real capital growth 
^Of course, the final value of the investment is not 

If you’d like to know how to make more of vour savings 
without disturbing your peace of mind, call ( 09 * 0 ) 38 48 58 

ZZbZ: COUP ° n bd ° W fOF inf ° nnadon and by 

www.equhable.co.uk 


NAME f Mr Mm Mini 


ADDRESS. 


TH. [Office) . 

let (Hamel . 
DvtrofBrnfti , 



fatcude 






" M. 


The Equitable Life 

L-You profit from our principles ^ 


•: v 


No matter which company you work for, an employer’s scheme is usually the best you can get 


party and investment condi¬ 
tions at the time you retire. 
The amount of the pension 
which can be purchased will 
depend on the level of annuity- 
rates (ie. long-term interest 
rates) at the time of your 
retirement 

The employer does not have 
to bear any risk with this type 
of scheme and it has become 
the favoured choice for many 
newly established company 
pension schemes. 

Nevertheless, the employee 
does still gain a considerable 
benefit from the employers' 
contributions. About a quarter 
of money purchase schemes 
are non-contributory and the 
remainder are split roughly 
evenly between those requir¬ 
ing fixed employee contribu¬ 
tions and those where employ¬ 
ee contributions vary (often 
according to the employee's 
choice). 

Overall, the average em¬ 
ployee contribution is 4 per 
cent. Employer contributions 
may also vary, depending on 
factors such as age. length of 
service or the contribution 
level chosen by the member. 
However, the average com¬ 
bined employee-employer con¬ 
tribution of 9.3 per cent is 
considerably lower than in a 
final salary scheme. 

in theory, this level of contri¬ 
bution maintained throughout 
your working life will produce 
a pension of just under half 
your salary at retirement 
Again. AVCs should be consid¬ 
ered to improve your pros¬ 
pects or make up for gaps in 
your contribution record. 

The type of annuity pur¬ 
chased may depend on the 
rules of the scheme you belong 
to. However, any pension 
purchased with contributions 
paid after tomorrow, the start 
of the new tax year, must 
increase with inflation, subject 
to a maximum of 5 per cent a 
year. 

Next week: Topping up your 
employers pension , AVCs ver¬ 
sus FSAVCs and other forms 
of saving 
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Nice decor, shame about the loan 


T: 


ihe business of buy¬ 
ing houses has fis 
many irritations. But 
the insights it affords into 
the domestic lives of others 
and their interior decor¬ 
ating styles provides some 
solace for conveyancing de¬ 
lays. The experience of 
viewing ten flats where 
every adult slept with a 
menagerie of soft toys is an 
abiding memory. 

Choosing a mortgage 
has no such compensa¬ 
tions. You must make your 
selection from a bewilder¬ 
ing array of loans, gamb¬ 
ling on the future direction 
of interest rates and your 
own earnings. 

Sniggering at the colour 
scheme in the branch pro¬ 
vide little light relief from 
pondering die implications 
of redemption penalties. A 
careful surveyor should ex¬ 
pose most of the defects of 
a property. But a mortgage 
only proves to be a costly 
mistake when it is too late 
to withdraw. 

The mortgage industry is 
very proud of its code of 
selling practice under 
which lenders can now 
offer an advice service with 
a written loan recommen¬ 
dation. For the present. 



comment 


ANNE ASHWORTH 

Personal Finance 

Editor 


most of the top names will 
be providing advice. But, at 
Uoyds TSB. most prospec¬ 
tive borrowers will receive 
information only on the 
hank’s mortgage range, ad¬ 
vice being given at just a 
dozen of its Cheltenham & 
Gloucester outlets. 

Lloyds TSB’s decision 
not to make advice avail¬ 
able suggests a reluctance 
to deal with dissatisfied 
customers. The willingness 
of the rest to provide this 
service indicates that they 
do not fear the code’s puny 
penalties. Lenders also 
know that the provision of 
advice can be neatly turned 
into yet another marketing 
ploy. 

It is strange that the 
Government seems happy 
that lenders can Choose 
whether they dispense ad¬ 
vice to customers on the 


largest financial commit¬ 
ment most people ever un¬ 
dertake. Sales of other 
financial schemes are tight¬ 
ly controlled, even for mod¬ 
est amounts. 

Before the election. Lab¬ 
our was determined to 
bring mortgages, which 
are currently unregulated, 
within the Financial Ser¬ 
vices Act Now ministers 
seem to be content with the 
arrangements. 

They should reconsider 
this stance. Some borrow¬ 
ers know exactly which 
loan they want But the 
baffled remainder need ac¬ 
cess to guidance. 

About half of borrowers 
now organise their loans 
through intermediaries. 



_ encounters, _ 

the middleman is anxious 


for his commission from 
the lender and eager to sell 
an insurance potior or two? 

Another area of concern 
is the growing ‘’sub-prime" 
market, the last resort for 
many self-employed and 
those with bad credit 
records. Fortunes are being 
be made in this sector from 
borrowers so grateful for 
loans that they will pay 
well above average rates. 

If ministers believe that 
all is well in the mortgage 
market, then we hope that 
they are ready to deal with 
the consequences of their 

complacency. 

Just hang on 

These are lean limes for 
carpetbaggers. The demut¬ 
ualisation of the RAC 
looks as if it will benefit 
only members of the dub. 
not the bumble motorist. 

Although another dissi¬ 
dent is seeking a seat on 
the Nationwide board, bis 
plan for redistributing the 
society’s wealth appears 
unworkable. However, ru¬ 
mours about die intentions 
of other supposedly com¬ 
mitted mutuals means that 
this is not the time to dose 
those speculative accounts. 


Turbulence in trust land 


T here is a natural tenden¬ 
cy to describe every 
significant event in the 
lethargic £62 billion invest¬ 
ment trust sector as a “water¬ 
shed”. Recently, however, this 
has led to a gross overuse of 
the word as nearly every trust 
annual meeting has become 
an arena for an angry stand¬ 
off between shareholders and 
iheir boards. 

The result has been a rash of 
resolutions to reduce discounts 
on shares, change investment 
^ style and to improve corporate 
governance. 

By any standards, however, 
this has been an extraordinary 
week where the overworked 
epithet for once is justified. 
Shake-ups. revolts, victories 
and surprise bids — we have 
had them all. 

Fleming Inv estme nt Trust 
Management (FITM). a £5 
billion industry giant, kicked 
off the busy week with the 
announcement of a radical 
change in policy. Casting off 
its traditionalist image, the 
fund manager said it wanted 
to reduce the discounts on its 
entire stable of investment 
trusts by altering the supply 


and demand on its shares. In a 
two-part proposal it recom¬ 
mended that the boards of the 
19 Fleming trusts consider 
buying back shares which 
institutional investors do not 
want. 

Although it is unlikely many 
shares will be bought back 
before next April — when tax 
changes will m ake the task 
easier — FITM’s move is a 
welcome statement of intent 
for any dissatisfied share¬ 
holders. 

FITM also asked the boards 


to contribute to an increase in 
marketing to independent fi¬ 
nancial advisers in order to 
raise up to £2 biDion from 
private investors over the next 
five years. 

This is a radical step in a 
cost-conscious industry where 
marketing costs are paltry 
compared with unit trusts. 

in tandem with its vision of 
a leaner, more Sid-friendly 
stabl e of investment trusts 
FITM is taking drastic action 
also to ensure that the boards 
are independent from their 



Sleepyhead: like giant tortoises, frosts take a lot of waking op 


manager. In a dra matic cull of 
its own placemen. FITM said 
six chairman and eight direc¬ 
tors who either work or have 
worked for the company will 
stand down from Fleming 
trust boards during the next 
year. 

Mark Fitzalan Howard, one 
of the diairmen who is des¬ 
tined to go. launched he 
second surprise of the week, 
by leading a sudden attack by 
Fleming Claverhouse. a strong 
UK investment trust, on Bar¬ 
ing Tribune, a relatively poor 
international trust only 15 
minutes before Baring faced 
an annual meeting vote on its 
future. 

Like a tortoise. Baring Tri¬ 
bune proved itself resilient 
enough to repel a small group 
of restless shareholders, but it 
may yet be flipped over by an 
attack from a larger predator 
such as Claverhouse ex Legal 
& General, which wants to 
buck up its performance by 
turning it into an all-share 
tracker. 

More bids, are yet to come, 
so watch this space. .__ 

Gavin Lumsden 



The.Index-1 racking VHP 


The All-Share 
Tracking PEP that has 


perjor 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 
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"Get in quick. 

There's no gain in delay" 
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Now’s the u'rac to maximise' your PEP 

For performance. our choice of top quarale 
funds includes'. 


0800 731 3513 


Growth Fund 1 st 

European Selected Opportune it $ Fund 1st 
International Growth Fond 1st 

UK. Capital Grow Hi 1 nod 1st 

UK Smaller Companies Fund 1st ■ 

Bench: .iow front j i<rui tear of investment 

in a TON free PFP 

The Gartmore Global PEP. 
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Since lus launch over two years apo chis 
Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal At General has proved rhai if offers 
PEP investors superb performance 
and value. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stockmarket, so it reduces 
the risk of heing over-exposed to 
shares which under-perform and lessen 
your return. In fact, a lump sum of 
£.6,000 invested in this PEP at launch 
would now be worth £1U.KH* 
compared to just £« 313* in the average 
UK Income ■£ Growth Trusi. 

With no initial charges deducted, more 
of your money is invested at the outset 
for maximum growth potential, there 
are no withdrawal fees and with an 
annual management charge of 0. 5% - 
the value for money is outstanding. So 
make the most of today’s opportunities. 
For further details (.including 
information on our monthly saving 
option! call now. 



Legal Sc General 


0.50% 


68.40% 


'wlS-T-v 



NO initial charges 
NO withdrawal fee 
0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our u eb site at u irir. lamfO.coni 
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•Source: Stendad & Ptort Merapti. Perfcjrmancs figures based on buyrig to seKng prioes to 1.4.98 with gross mean? ieinwsted.5yearp£ribrmanc»:El5,0?7.an 
average avnuBteea rennet 202%. S3% discount on ihe buyng prtceof u*$ for imp sun PBP investments c/ ih .OOOcr morp. ■ The value of irxieamertsaf«Jna^ 
ton them may fluctuate arrf are rot ^oranteed ■ Changes n the rates cf exchange may cause the value of you - Irwsstmenl lo rtsa or lal. ■ Past pertormance t net 
neoefisarty a gurfe to fukre paiformance. ■ The lax treatment ol PB’swi change n Aprt 1969. ■ The Mauiy European (>o^lnjrxifimana^i^ 

Managers Lid [regiiatBd by IMHO and Ihe Asrsonal inveslment AiXhority) the unit vust management arm of MeraayA^Managem^Ud.B'rha Mercury 
managed by Mercury Asset Management Lid (regulated by IMRO). ■ This ad^rtewnenri is based on (he ChanaAx s SucSgei slakTrieni on i ’^.9$. ■ Ksued by Meicmy 
ri>«strrert Services Ltd, 33 KjngWSarri Street. LonckxiK>lB9AS.htto^Aiiiwwai^^ the Personal trwamwnt Authority and rtoKent^ 

Mercwy M^Ketttg Sotp and hs packaged products, wtah include unit trusts, PB=s and pensrens. ■ For your proiection, telephone cals are usualy recorded. 
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With Friends Provident, 
there’s a good reason to 
go into Europe. 

It’s well worth finding out about the Friends Provident European Growth Trust. 


Anyone going into Europe on 26th February 
1993, with a £3.000 investment in the Friends 
Provident European Growth Trust, would have had 
an excellent return by 27th February 1998. 

£8,412.71 no less. 

Not only has the Trust outperformed the average 
return for all unit trusts over the 
past five years, it's achieved a top 
quartile performance overl. 3,5 
and 10 years. 

Fittingly, the Trust has earned its fair share of 
plaudits: a five star rating by Micropal, a triple A rating 
by Standard and Poor's Fund Research Ltd and a 
1998 What Pep award. 

To achieve its consistent capital growth over 


the last five years. Friends Provident Fund 
Managers invested the bulk of the fund in major 
European players such as Daimler-Benz and Adidas. 

Now you have the chance to invest in the Trust 
and gain the potential for significant tax-free growth 
via the Friends Provident European Growth PEP. And 
you'd be pleased to know that 
Friends Provident intends that the 
unit trust available under this PEP 
will be ISA compatible. 

If you want to go Into Europe with Friends 
Provident, get on The Blue Line, call 0800 00 00 80 
and discuss this PEP with courteous qualified people. 

Remember that past performance is not necessarily 
a guide to the future. 


f/o 


discount on lump 
sum investments of 
5:5.000 or more 
between 1 6 March 
nnd 29 May. 


» * # 


Get on The Blue Line 

t* * % •*" 

w .... ns 

We're open 8 lo 8 Weekdays. 10 to 4 Weekends. Call 0800 00 00 80 . 

FRIENDS ^PROVIDENT 


maos mowoerr the blue lme ljmited e a niranaimm only of the mere ppovobit mabketub arrow wwck is REOUL«ra> by the pboohl mvESttan H/narm. 

TOE VAUJE OF A UMT TOUST, AMO ANY MCOtE mOM IT. IS MOT OUARANTISD AMD CAN KjD UP AND DOWN DEPEMMQ ON ONGSTliEHT PfERTOMMNCE AMD BECAUSE OF CURRENCY 
EXCHANGE RATES. PUT PBtRXSMNCE IS NOT HECES9AM.Y A OUBG TO THE FUTURE. FULL TEWS AMI COMJmWB ME MUB£ (W REQUEST. TW LEOSUOTCM HAY CHANGE. 
-BASED ON THE PBVORUANCE Of T« EUROPEAN GHOWTH UMT TRUST OVBI5 YEARS TO THE 2» FEBRUARY t» MI FIOUReS ON AM 0WBB TO BO BACK WIM NET HCtWC 
REINVESTED SOURCES RBJTBTS WCSWHT. MCH0WM_ YOUR CAU. MW BE RECORDED FOB YOUR SECURITY HTHEJJU 1 HMT BUDGET THE OOV PB a iE HT ANNOUNCED A HEYfMHVlIXlAt. 
SAWIWS ACCOUNT WHK3I IS UKS.Y TO REPIACC PEP^> ITOfOSALS AILOW MCP IKVHSTuaJTS TO BE TOANKTCRTItD TO AH IGA SUBJECT TO AM UPPTH OVmAU. JNVESTAKKT IMt 
PnOVtSJONALLY S6T AT CSOJXtt. AUHOUOH IT IHU. HOT BE POSSBLE TO CONTINUE WWESTMWT H A PO> OKE TW «W ACCOUNT B ■fmOOUCBD. PEPS WU CWT1NUE TO BUOY All 
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SAVE & PROSPER GROWTH FUND 

Initial PEP charge 

Average annual growth 

o%* 

25.6%’ 


-Subject to 0.5W Government Stamp Duty. 


Your last chance to make the most of PEPs begins on AprB 6th. So, if you want to take 
maximum advantage over the next twelve mont hs , the time to start is now. Our Growth 
Fund PEP has delivered a massive average annual growth of 25.6%. It carries an initial 
charge of precisely nothing (except 0.5% to the Government in Stamp Dufy). You can invest 
a lump sum at the outset, or save monthly (any amount between £50 and £500) through 
our regular savings plan at no extra charge. Give your ISA a head start: give us a calL 


LINES OPEN 8 am TO 0pm, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

0800 829 400 

& SAVE ^PROSPER 

WWW. prosper, eo.nfc 


tBaseid on buying to sefcrg price wftfi gross Fxxme reinvested since refareh cn 24.0536 to 02m9a Rw ytxrs: 20-2% p.a Source hfcropi. Qowth Fuxl (Vxmerty Scofats) 
duged inre siment objeefta cxi 24.5.9a The value of InvesHnarts, end an/ income from Iham, can fci as wed as rise and you may not gat bade Ihe amount Invested. Tax 
arassians .f!l* Jt ffarantaed: th* value wBdepend on indvidtxlcircumstareas. Exchange rates rray also a8edperlcrniant» Pad perknraxe is ixit a guda to tutixerafums. 
it has been announced ihat tam Oh Apri 1999 it wi not be possUe to invest &i a P5>. In the meantlma you wfl net be tisadvantaged by Investing in a PER Save & Prosper Is 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and MR0. Wa only advise on products and services offered by the Honings and Sew & Pmsper Marketing GrufLl971V001 


Magnus Grimond tries to find the strongest v ehicl efor your savings 



Hercules unchained: the savings industry is now making Herculean efforts to sell Peps in the next 12 months 


Hurry, only 
365 days to 
buy that Pep 


G ordon Brown's par¬ 
tial reprieve of the 
personal equity plan 
in last month's Budget has 
unleashed a huge marketing 
blitz by the savings industry. 
The Chancellor’s change of 
heart means that from Mon¬ 
day every adult has the 
chance to tuck away up to 
£9,000 in Peps before their 
replacement, the individual 
savings account (Isas), comes 
in next year. 

Mr Brown has said existing 
plans can continue rolling up 
tax-free indefinitely, so not 
surprisingly, the savings in¬ 
dustry is making Herculean 
efforts to persuade everyone 
to scrape together their last 
groat to pile it into a Pep. 

But. there are well over 
1,000 Peps on the market so 
choosing the right one for 
your needs presents a bewil¬ 
dering prospect, and we have 
asked the experts for help. 

N Safety first says Ian 
Millward, of Chase de Vere 

A useful starting point for 
anyone selecting a Pep is to 
study the Pep Guide, pub¬ 
lished by Chase de Vere, the 
financial adviser. It provides a 
comprehensive list of nearly 
all the Peps on general offer to 
the public, with performance 
figures. 

These show dial the aver¬ 
age Pep delivered 15.6 per cent 
compound annual growth 
over the past five years to last 
December. Even with the tax 
breaks, that was a disappoint¬ 
ing 16 percentage points be¬ 
hind the average 17.4 per cent 
growth in the FT aU-share 


index. But there were wide 
variations. Had you been in 
Clerical Medical’s Evergreen 
ethical fund, the return would 
have been a meagre 6.4 per 
cent, whereas top performer 
Old Mutual European turned 
in more than four times as 
much at 28.6 percenL 

Despite the differences. 
Chase marketing manager 
lan Millward has no hesita¬ 
tion in his advice to potential 
savers. “Definitely they 
should be using their Pep 
allowance and probably as 
early in the new tax year as 
they can. It is set (o be a 
bumper year for Peps." 

Not only will the benefits 
last longer, but people make 
better decisions at the start of 
the year when they are less 
rushed, he says. 

But he gave warning that 
indiscriminate use of perfor¬ 
mance tables, even in the Pep 
Guide, can be dangerous. 
Very often narrowly focused 
funds will appear at the top or 
the bottom of the tables, 
because they are both risky 
and volatile. Before choosing 
a Pep. Mr MiDward says, 
investors must deride what is 
their attitude to risk and their 


fin an rial requirements. For 
the cautious, he chooses Save 
& Prospers extra income 
fund, half invested in gilts and 
corporate bonds. More adven¬ 
turous types could take a 
chance oh the abilities of Jim 
Cox, mananger of Schroder’s 
UK Enterprise, who is "not 
afraid to back his own judg¬ 
ment" by focusing narrowly 
on about 30 stocks that he 
really likes. 

To get some overseas 
spread, Mr Millward picks 
Invesco European growth. Ju¬ 
piter European or Fidelity’s 
triple performance Pep, which 
allocates your investment be¬ 
tween three underlying funds 
in the UK. Europe, South- 
East Asia or the US. Not for 
the faint-hearted. 

N Ignore fees at your own 
periL advises Vanessa James, 
of Legal & General 

If you are a first-time investor 
in a Pep, Mr MQJward would 
agree with Vanessa James, the 
head of UK equities at Legal & 
General, who says that track¬ 
er funds which mirror the 
main market indices are ideal. 
Their fee structrure is attrac¬ 


tive, says Ms James. “Even 
though we have consistently 
outperformed the all-share in¬ 
dex with our active funds, the 
difference in fees, which is L5 
per cent on active funds 
against 0.5 per cent for a 
tracker, means there is little 
difference in the performance. 

“An actively managed fund 
needs to outperform a tracker 
by 1 per cent just to make up 
for the difference in annual 
charges. In fact as the Pep 
Guide figures show, most 
have come nowhere near that 
And while Legal & General is 
unusual in having abolished 
its initial charges, you may 
also find yourself swimming 
against a 3 per cent or 4 per 
cent bid-offer spread when 
investing in a conventional 
unit trust within a Pep. In 
contrast most trackers have 
low or no initial charges. 

“Active fund managers 
have really got to run to stand 
still against these trackers 
with their much lower fees. 
We have just about been 
doing that, but you have to be 
very careful which active fund 
manager you get involved 
with. Most of tire big ones 
have dropped an absolute 
clanger." says Ms James. In 
fact, the figures show around 
70 per cent of funds have 
failed to beat the index. 


ft 
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N Small companies could 
dean up, forecasts Jim Slater 

However, Jim Slater, the for¬ 
mer entrepreneur turned 
share tipster, now believes 
that the “top down" success of 
tracker funds may be coming 
to an end. He said: “There is 




Where can you go if the high 
street lenders shut the door 
in your face? 
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while Karen W ootfison gives a warning about buying a single-company Pep 



P repare to wave goodbye to your 
single-company Pep allowance. 
When the individual savings 
accounts (Isas) make their debut next 
April, Peps will cease to be offered 
investors wiJ] not be allowed to put 
additional money into their plans but 
will be able to retain the holdings - 
and the tax advantages. 

Before taking the plunge, remember 
that single-company Peps are not for 
novice investors. They were originally 
designed for employees in profit- 
sharing schemes who wanted to shelter 
their company shares in a tax-free 
environment, but they are now most 
suitable for the sophisticated investor 
who wants to maximise tax-free re¬ 
turns. However, single-company Perns 
have proved very useful to beneficia¬ 
ries of last year's building society share 
bonanzas. 

Single-company Peps are best suited 
to higher-rale taxpayers who have a 
portfolio of shares worth at least 
£30,000. So an investment of £3,000 in 
this tax shelter represents a minimum 
of 10 per cent of their holdings ensuring 
a spread of risk. 

Basic-rate taxpayers should check 


whether the charges deducted are 
greater than the prq/ecied tax savings. 

Richard Wastcoat. the executive 
director of retail marketing at Fidelity 
Investments, says: “Before investors 
cake out a single-company ftp they 
should use up their full general Pep 
allowance of £6.000. which is less 
risky." 

There are various forms of single¬ 
company Peps. Previously, investment 
and unit trusts and bonds were 
generally excluded, but they are now 
used in some new-style plans (see 
below). 

You can choose between self-select 
Peps where you choose the stock and 
managed off-the-shelf plans, allowing 
a professional manager to make stock 
recommendations. Some managers 
also use the single-company rules to 
offer special hybrid Pep schemes. One 
example is the HSBC capital-protected 
Pep which exploits a loophole in the 
rules. 


MANAGED PLANS 


BESt Investment the Pep research 
house, recommends the Perpetual 


single-company Pep invested in British 
Telecom. Rolls-Royce is another more 
recent favourite. Fidelity, another BESt 
Investment recommendation, offers 
diems a choice between investing in 
Vodafone for growth (as the dividend is 
marginal) and Shell for income (as the 
dividend is more substantial)- Barclays 
Stockbrokers is suggesting Shell. 


SELF-SELECT 


When choosing a self-select-single¬ 
company Pep, check the charges. Some 
have low set-up fees but high ones for 
dealing. So if you are likely to trade on 
a regular basis you will want a plan 
with low dealing charges. The 
NatWest single-company Ftp allows 
you to buy or sell over the phone. It 
charges 1-5 percent for dealing and has 
an annual management fee of 0.6 per 
cent 

Jeremy Batstone, of NatWest Stock¬ 
brokers. believes some of the stock 
market sectors that have recently 
performed strongly have run out of 
steam, “financials have already been 
rerated. They have ridden the crest of 
the wave from the mid-1980s on the 


basis of earnings improvements and 
that is reflected in share prices now” 
He favours engineering and property 
companies, particularly medium-sized 
ones such as Tarmac, Barrett Develop¬ 
ments. Slough Estates and GKN. 


HYBRID SCHEMES 


Capital-protected Peps are periodically 
launched from Dublin. They have a 
fixed life, track the capital growth of a 
variety of indices and use swaps as well 
as options to protea the value of the 
capital. Current ones indude HSBC 
global protection, which runs for five 
and a half years, and legal & General 
growth and protection Pep, for six 
years. The drawback to L&Cs plan is 
that the maximum return is capped at 
double the money you put in. 


CONTACTS 


Barclays Stockbrokers: 0345-777 4000 
BESt Investments: 0171-321 0100 
Fidelity Investments: 0800-414171 
NatWest Stockbrokers: 0171-895 5600 
Perpetual Portfolio Management: 
01491-416 123 
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FINANCIAL FUND N PHI 


Don’t settle for 
second best 
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iO% 0 F ALLUNfT TRUSTS 

10.1 f yearn & since launch* 



Framlington Financial Fund has a record of 
consistent outperformance. Over die last 
five years, a £1,000 investment would 
have grown by 149% to £2,491 .* 

We believe that 1998 will be another excellent 
year for the Fund because the arguments for 
investment in the financial sector are as 
strong as ever. 

Before you make this year's PEP decision, 
ask your Financial Adviser for details or ring 



0345 023138 


Maid Person manager 
. ot On framhngtoa 
fuandel Fund 


Please send me details of the Fr omlingti m Fmandd had and FEB. Return the coupon to: 
hamtirgum Unit Management Larked, Freepost . P.O. Bax 2, Tuyfard, Reading, Berkshire R CIO SBR. 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS 


Poiicode 


If vo u do not wish to reefay details of Framlmgton Products m future. please tick the box I I t nwnsB 
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MMdtaf SMp Account «Al P&nmtnms mole prior to dot ebte wtt hare die 
tone tax shorigam BAs. nduifns the n^d to 10% ox otdlt odd iApniXOt 



Hurry, while the tax break lasts 


nothing wrong with a tracker 
for anyone who does not want 
to have any imagination or 
worry about their invest¬ 
ments." But "unless life stops 
here", smaller capitalisation 
stocks are now due for a 
rerating. 

The Johnson Fry Slater 
growth trust run by Mark 
Slater. Mr Slater’s son. 
focuses on smaller com¬ 
panies. It has never been far 
from the top of the Pep league 
tables recently and the Slater 
argument is persuasive. The 
strong run in FTSE 250 mid¬ 
dling-size stocks suggests in¬ 
vestors are shying away from 
the high valuations of the top 
100 shares which are driving 


the performance ofthe tracker 
funds. 

"That augurs well for this 
kind of fond or aity other one 
which is operating at the 
bottom end of the market, as 
opposed to tracker funds and 
anything operating at the top 
end because things don’t 
grow to the sky," says Mr 
Slater. His verdict? Go for a 
smaller company fond or self¬ 
select Pep with a bias towards 
smaller company shares. 

■ Spread overseas where 
possible, says Tom Crombie. 
at Scottish Equitable 

A slightly more cautious ap¬ 
proach is adopted by Tom 


Crombie, the chief invest¬ 
ment manager at Scottish 
Equitable, who says that the 
current state of the markets 
makes choosing a Pep diffi¬ 
cult The crucial thing to bear 
in mind is what sort of 
portfolio you want in five 
years, he says. 

"Personally. I would go for 
more of an overseas element 
It is very easy to fill up a Pep 
with UK and Europe, but I 
would go for slightty more 
Asia. Latin America and 
emerging markets. 

■ The Chase de Vere Pep 
Guidecosts £4.95, including 
postage' and package: Pro¬ 
ceeds go to the NSPCC. 
Telephone 0800526 692. 



A capital rate for a wiser saver. 



If you have savings of £5.000 or more, 
e a look at the new Capital Wise Direct 
cess Account. 

Operated by first class post, this account 
easy to manage from the comfort of 
ur own home. It also offers excellent 
ercst rates while still allowing you 
nalty-free access. 

At Capital Wise we are committed 



to providing a high quality, professional 
service and our same day response is second to 
none. Plus, because we're located on the Isle 
of Man. we offer all the advantages of gross 
interest payment* with no deductions for tax. 

So if you’re looking for a wise 
investment with security, a good rate 
and superior service call us now for 
an information pack. 


CAPITAL WISE 


CALL FREE NOW 


0800 212127 
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Find out about a Jupiter 






A s you can see from the figures 
above, the five year record of Jupiter’s 
three largest fully PEPable unit trusts 
puts the opposition in the shade. 

Two have beaten every other fund in 
their respective sectors and the third 
is second over this period. Investors in 
any of them now have an investment 


of at least 2/2 times their original stake. 

For further information call us free, 
complete the coupon or talk to your 
financial adviser. 

Set your sights on a star PEP. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 



Juipiter 

Leaders in long-term pesfornssn©® 


To: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Tost Managers Ltd., Knightsbridge House, 197 Knighisbridge. London SW71RB 
Please send me further In for ma tion on: Jupiter PEP Q Jupiter Unit Trusts Q PEP Transfer Q 
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Patrick Collinson finds that in the US things are goinga. lot 
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Is it too late to join 




the American party? 
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The only personal finance magazine you'll ever need! 


Now top can enjoy die UK’s best-selling personal 
finance magazine FR£E for 3 months. Take advantage 

of expert advice on how ro spend, save, invest and 

plan for the future. Subscribe today by completing and 

returning the Direct Debit form below. We won’t 

charge your account until you've received your 3 free 

issues. By then we believe you’ll find it indispensable. 
Save 25% on onr annual cover {nice 
What’s more, MONEYWISE will start saving you 
money straight away - not only are your first 3 issues 
absolutely FREE bur your subscription will be just Lb 
a quartet; a saving off our foil published price of 25%! 
Why hesitate? Subscribe at once for a richer future. 


YOU’LL KST BBEPSHIBfT MB JARGQV-fREE 

ADVICE EVERY MOKlfl 

• Expert advice from experts in banking, 
investment and pensions • Best buys - that wi H 
tnrfy enrich your spending • Increased earning 
power- netiabte tps from Hue chip companies to 
alternative Investments • Frank information on 
ywr rights as a taxpayer. Investor, mortgage and 
consumer • Increased retians on your invest¬ 
ments • Monthly features and in-depth 
investigations • Information on share movements 
and house prices 


iknWtiitmainMM 


few* iMmariyairanmtta 

ID MM KWio k CM * tan V to tal ttatagta 

awbpn wkikiwmMirwkiiiw 


b 4 »wi i »w iWtolm 

- * bv » ®- - M 4 M* m tfMIMwN OM-ri kart * nanwlannaaan i M* 

tarfumln 4ma4iviiBBMiii«iMiak»«rtiiiMbwiaDMIb«i< 

itb«*l»aS«»hinrtlMla 1**0004 noem 

JUto^riOatanoMtalbaifacaNlk^B MBttn&no Sgta ta -r 


raw 


YES! Please send me the next 3 months issues of Moneywise - FREE! 


SI 


I inMDri ho 11 * ol *h I sdo ay feneanfe ta kri. I onaKri hi enta a wh M*v tumt tt dn «i l» Jbo* Jffli ntoei muh" 

ta 1 1 deeftto B Mu. I red ds nahny^- ■* J bag w MKTWSE arii Mt a fa omwr pfci 4 ffl < pt paU h» DM DM. 


F Instroction to yoir bank/buildiag society. 

Please HI In the whole form and send il back FREE to: 

ktaneywlse. FREEPOST L0N11259,11 Wherry Ckcus, Canary Wtiart London E144BR 


©SKrT| 


1. Nona J« kd pnM Btt«a d wi M a Mhg SscUy 


To Ite Monger Bank or Bufldng Society 


ttrtks/WTTBe FiJnm 

Address 


AUen 







ftntcode 


Postcode 


£N>BMV(4AcetU«MS«l 


12 001-4 


5525 


3 BrvdiS<TlCUcM>*ka^pb«l<>>a>4Mad«M 7 MncOai H vnu Bnt at M*a SKMt 
I-1--1 I-1-1 I-1-1 n>» » AO (MtHMta. *.«»•. 


4 BaMiMuiSacWtamHPwtai 






bcMHi mm w Ktt»i mM to cut owo Mm koa mi ton J j 






sm 










Winners: President Clinton and Vice-President A1 Gore triumphant Wall Street has roared ahead as the economy has grown under their leadership 


F ive years ago shares in 
Coca-Cola were trading 
at $20. This week they 
were selling for $79. Coca-Cola 
is not alone — other United 
States shares such as 
Microsoft and General Elec¬ 
tric have also soared. But few 
British investors have shared 
in the fizz on Wall Street, in 
what has been one of the most 
costly investment mistakes 
ever by the investment profes¬ 
sionals. 

Is it too late to join the party? 
Some experts say thai big US 
stocks are now trading at 
prices reminiscent of Tokyo 
just before it crashed, but 


others say the party could run 
on for much longer, specially 
for smaller companies, and 
that ifS not too late to take the 
plunge. 

Ian Brady. Perpetual’s US 
fund manager, says the re¬ 
markable feature of Wall 
Street in recent months has 
been how the market has 
continued to rise despite a 
steady stream of bad news. 

Big stocks such as Compaq. 
Motorola and Hewlett 
Packard have all issued profits 
warnings, and economists are 
forecasting a sharp slowdown 
in US economic growth, partly 
because of the Asian financial 


Surrendering your policy? 

If it’s a with-profits endowment 
policy, there is an alternative. 
Neville James. 

We pay more 

❖ Prompt valuations, firm offers 
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crisis. Yet the Dow Jones 
industrials index has gone 
from 8.000 to nearly 9.000 
since the beginning of this 
year. 

Mr Brady said: “The nega¬ 
tives have been more dramat¬ 
ic, but the market has ignored 
it and Wall Street has already 
hit the level thai many people 
were forecasting for the year 
end. Pfeople are talking about 
corrections or crashes, but 
they are not acting as if there is 
going to be one, and most big 
institutions are still fully in¬ 
vested in the market" 

A correction, if it comes, 
may only be of the order of 10 
per cent or about 900 points 
off the Dow Jones, says Mr 
Brady. “The market looks very 
expensive, but it deserves to 
be, with low inflation and 
strong return on equity. You 
could still see returns of 
around S or 9 per cent this year 
on US equities." 

Duncan Byatt, Gartmore’s 
US fund manager, believes 
that the bull run in big stocks 
will run out of steam, but that 
investors should switch to US 
small stocks instead. 

“It is a long way from being 
too late. My own view is that 
the most likely outcome from 
here is a sideways trading 
range for big capitalisation 
stocks and that it will become 
more of a stockpicker’s mar¬ 
ket Small capitalisation stocks 
will do well in a sideways 
market but the buying win¬ 
dows are likely to be short¬ 
lived and it’s better to be 
invested rather that trying to 
time any such opportunity for 
yourself." 

The US economy is in its 
eighth year of economic 
expansion, and there are al¬ 
ready signs that profits growth 


is slowing down sharply. In 
many areas unemployment 
has effectively fallen to zero, 
raising the spectre of wage 
demands pushing up inflation 
and interest rates. 

Katherine Garrett-Cox, Hill 
Samuel’s head of US equities, 
said: “On a long-term view, 
the US bull market has got 
further to go, but dearly we 
are coming to the end of what 
has been a fantastic run." 

Unlike Gartmore. Hill Sam¬ 
uel remains keen on big 
stocks. Ms Garrett-Cox said: 
"It’s true that valuations are 
compelling and the gap be¬ 
tween big and small caps has 
never been so wide. But as the 
economy slows, small 
companies don’t have much 
power to restructure. If a rise 
in interest rates happens, it 
will be the kiss of death for 
smaller companies." 


I t is worth remembering, 
however, that when Uni¬ 
ted States fond managers 
talk about small companies, 
they are only small in Ameri¬ 
can terms. Wall Street defines 
a small company as one with a 
market capitalisation of up to 
$2 billion, equal to the size of 
Next or Argos in the United 
Kingdom. 

Investment advisers are 
generally sanguine on the 
outlook for US-invested funds. 
One of the fundamental argu¬ 
ments in favour of North 
America is that Wall Street 
makes up more than 40 per 
cent of all shares traded in the 
world, and that anybody who 
wants a global spread of 
investments should have at 
least some of their money 
invested in the US. 

Simon Davies of Berry 
Asset Management said: “De¬ 


ciding to invest in the US after 
the rises they have enjoyed has 
been one of the hardest invest¬ 
ment decisions we have ever 
made. Most of us have waited 
far too long to go into the 
market On a five-year view, 
we still think it’s an appealing 
story for US companies. The 
management structure of US 
companies is belter than any¬ 
where else in the world. The 
Americans have got it right 
while we in Europe are still 
struggling." 

The key is finding a bal¬ 
anced fund with a mix of 
small, mid-sized and large cap 
stocks, says Mr Davies. “You 
have to worry about a com¬ 
pany like Nike. The market 
seems to be going back to the 
days of Japan in foe late 1980s. 
when we convinced ourselves 
foal we could pay sixty times 
profits for a company with 
little or no earnings growth. I 
prefer a fond like Fleming 
Flagship American, which in¬ 
vests across foe entire 
capitalisation range." 

Chase de Vere Investments 
is telling cautious customers to 
phase in their investments 
over the next few months. 
Justin Modray. investment ad¬ 
viser. said: “Over foe next few 
weeks we’ll be getting a lot of 
first-quarter results, which is 
likely to add to market volatili¬ 
ty. It’s a good idea to take out a 
phased investment plan of the 
type foal Fidelity- offers." 

Charles Levett Scrivener, of 
Towry Law, says he is relative 
ly negative on foe US, but still 
recommends that an Interna¬ 
tional investor should have at 
least 10 jter cent of his money 
in foe US. “Blue chips are 
overvalued and we are now 
entirely in small company 
stocks." he said. 






hop to it 


MARTIN CURRIE UNIT TRUSTS 


The Martin Carrie range of unit trusts gives you access to investment opportunities round the clock. 


round the world. Our International Growth Fund, for example, has given investors an average annual 0500 6162 65 

return of 16.4% since 1980.* To find out why more and more people are hopping to it, clip the coupon or call 

<?><.-...-----... 

For more details about Martin Currie’s range of unit trusts, send the coupon to Martin Currie Unit Trusts Ltd. Freepost. Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7UZ. 


QUOTING REF: TT4/4 


: I ! 



NAME. 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


TT4/4 


Martin • Currie 


Vi'AJtMNG: ivnwmha [ha net rertnraiixr & re, lo Lhi: taur. Matet aikf OU7HTV mAHncrt? rray cusc ihf vakir oC jaMi .ffJ (hr irvmr frun [fen. lotJuwtflMriMandvou rrsiy |fct kas th»i you bw=lnl when yxi dealt In srf jwr ImeJmera. • S<x*nr Buy Ui 

tea, w»h mi income iBrtresfed han \ JmMY I9tt In 1 liruiiy Ifl. THe equated frr yea 111.IV per annum. Malm Cunie IraVTiuss Lktilid Sdlirr Coat lorn Edrihi^ EH > 3C& far bi«ditkraAul)«rt)c.»fc>n)cr(rwriF 


Growing investments since 1881 
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The United 
States has 
its decade 
in the sun 


W hat explains the 
stunning rise in US 
shares over the past 
five years? The dramatic turn¬ 
around in the US economy 
has been the big surprise for 
economists in die 1990s. Ian 
Brady. Perpetual's US special¬ 
ist said: “Every region has its 
decade in the sun. In die 1980s 
it was Japan, in the 1990s it is 
the US. There have been three 
major growth industries dur¬ 
ing the 1990s — technology, 
healthcare and financial serv¬ 
ices. The US seems to be at the 
forefront of each.” 

Another US fund manager, 
Duncan Byatt of Gartmore. 
says that America has enjoyed 
a productivity revolution, 
brought on by technological 
innovations such as the 
Internet As a result profit¬ 
ability has shot up. with the 
top 500 US companies enjoy¬ 
ing earnings growth of about 
20 per cent annually for the 
past three years. Corporate 
debt levels have fallen, and 
the cost of servicing the debt 
has fallen even faster as 
interest rates have declined. 

Soaring profits are more 
than enough to sustain a bull 
run on die stock market But 
another ingredient in Wall 
Street’s phenomenal bull run 
has been the success of 
“(401(KT plans, the US equiv¬ 
alent of employer-sponsored 
group personal pensions. 

Money going into the 
40i(k)s has added to the more 
than three trillion dollars 
(equal to the output of the 
entire UK economy for three 
years) which has funnelled 
into mutual funds, and a large 
amount of that money has in 
turn been invested in the 
easily traded big stocks. 

In a further twist big com¬ 
panies have begun “share 
buyback" programmes which 
have reduced the amount of 
shares available- In a case of 
textbook economics, demand 
has soared, and supply has 
been restricted: inevitably 
share prices have jumped. 

The flood of money into US 
shares shows no signs of lett¬ 
ing up. Money flows into mut¬ 
ual funds are still running at 
more than $4.5 billion a week 
and small US investors are 
not inclined to put their 


money anywhere other than 
on Wall Street Katherine 
Garrett-Cox, of H3I Samuel 
said: “Money flows will not 
stow. US investors are terri¬ 
fied of the Far East and they 
have lost money in Latin 
America. The behaviour of 
motions of domestic US inves¬ 
tors is die key. they know that 
die social security system is 
basically bust and that they 
will have to provide for them¬ 
selves. If the British suddenly 
started to invest heavily in US 
stocks it would cause no more 
than a ripple in the market” 
The major risk to Wall 
Street is thepotential fora rise 
in interest rates throwing the 
"Goldilocks” scenario into re¬ 
verse. Currently low bond 
yields support high equity 
prices, and a rise in. interest 
rates is likely to lead to a sell- 
off in bond markets which 
wall hit equities. 

However, some fund man¬ 
agers believe the reverse could 
happen. Ted Francis, of Royal 
SunAfliance. says bond yields 
of about 6 per cent are still 
much higher than inflation at 
15-2 per cent If bond yields 
take a lurch downwards, “we 
could really see a valuation 
bubble of the size that we saw 
in Japan,'’ he said. 

A second risk haunting 
Wall Street is a fall in corpo¬ 
rate profits. Gartmore's Dun¬ 
can Byati is pencilling in 
earnings growth at big com¬ 
panies of just 4-5 per cent in 
1998 after three hectic years of 
growth. Unemployment in 
several industries is falling 
fast, and the pressure for 
wage rises is building up. 

B ut Ms Garrett-Cox is re¬ 
laxed about the coming 
slowdown in the US ec¬ 
onomy. “1 was in New York 
last week and although the 
equity strategists are not en¬ 
thusiastic about the market 
neither do they think there is 
going to be a massive correc¬ 
tion. because the numbers on 
inflation, interest rates and li¬ 
quidity are still positive. 1 
even met one strategist who 
said the market could go to 
12,000 before it finally runs 
out of steam.” 


STANDARD LIFE BANK* • ' 

You don't have to 
speculate to aceiwnul 
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_j Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. The price 
] of units and any income from them can go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount 
i you invest. The basts of tax may change and the value of tne tax benefit depends upon your own 
{ personal circumstances. For your security all calls to Virgin Direct are recorded and randomly monitored. 


The tax regime of PEPs and BAs may change, and the value of the tax benefits will depend cm the indhridual dicumstances of the Investor. The price af investments and the income horn them can go down os well as up, you may 
not get hack as much as you invest. The value to you of the benefits will depend on your own dicumstances. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. M&G do not offer investment advice or make any 
recommendations regarding Investments - we only promote the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. "Source: MIcropal LHC Fixed Interest sector to 28.2.98. tSource: Office lor National Statistics. 

•As at 303.98 the dealing spread for Corporate Bond was 034%, Managed Income 0.98%, Blue Chip 032% and Tracker 0.66%. 

Issued by M&G Financial Services Limited (Regulated by The Personal Investment Authority). Registered Office; M&G House, Victoria Road, Chelmsford CM1 1FB. M&G Unit Trusts are managed by M&G Securities Limited 
(Regulated by 1MRO and The Personal Investment Authority). 


Choosing your last 
ever PEP? Trust M&G with 
the Fundamentals. 


AL 


sthe Chancellor made dear in his 


• Over 400,000 people deal direct with 
M&G - making us one of the most 
popular investment managers. 



4 k 


JL ^Budget, the 1998/99 tax year will 
be your last ever chance to take out 
a PEP. He also made dear that the 
arrival of Individual Savings Accounts 
in April 1999 will have no impact 
whatsoever on PEPs set up this year. It 
goes without saying that the sooner you 
Invest in a PEP, the sooner your money 
will be working for you, tax free. But 
which PEP? That's the critical decision. 

To help you, M&G hos 
created Fundamentals, a range 
of funds which solve your basic 
needs. Whether you opt for 
income, growth, or both, you’ll 
pay no rax on Income or capital gains 
from your PEP investment There's no 
initial charge, so every penny you invest 
goes straight to work and there's no 
withdrawal fee after 5 years. Dealing 
spreads are detailed above. 

Need a high income now? 

For a steady level of income, ot a rate 
currently higher than the average 
building society account , 1 discover The M&G 
Corporate Bond PEP Fund. This award 
winner offers greater protection from 
stodanarket fluctuations than you’d get 
from an investment in shares. And it's 


currently in the top 25% of funds in its 
sector (since launch in April 1994).** 

Need a rising income? 

With our Managed Income PEP Fund, you 
get an attractive level of income right now 
and the prospect of your returns 
increasing over time. This PEP Fund holds 
a range of M&G's funds and has proved 
exceptionally popular since launch, 
attracting more than 120,000 investors. 

Need long term returns? 


NO WITHDRAWAL 
FEE AFTER 
5 YEARS 


The M&G Blue Chip PEP Fund is 
the answer. Investing in the UK's 
largest companies which have 
contributed so much to recent 


stodunarket growth, this top performing 
PEP Fund is an excellent way to tap into the 
current strength of the UK economy. 

Need to harness 

STOCKMARKET GROWTH? 

It's easy with the new M&G Index Tracker 
PEP Fund. By simply tracking the broadly- 
based FTSE® All-Share Index, your 
investment benefits from the performance 
of 900 or so publicly-quoted companies. 

The sooner you start your final PEP, 
the sooner you'll see the tax free benefits. ' 
So ask for details of this essential PEP 
range today. 


m 


r»raCTI^:lilig:r»]»U[y!ifLiJlll»] 


0345 321037 


If you prefer to contact us by post, please complete and return to: 
The M&G Group, BRISTOL BS38 7EF. No salesperson frill calL 

□ Yes, 1 would like details of The M&G Fundamentals PEP Fund Range 
Mr/Mrs/Mlss/Ms Initials: Surname: _ 


Postcode; 


m 












60 WEEKEND MONEY 


THE T™ RS SATURDAY APRIL 4 1998 


THE 


Rights advice 
for pensioners 



TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 



M ore than a million 
older people could 
be boosting their 
annual pension by claiming 
benefits that they are entitled 
to. benefits which add up to 
E1.7 billion in unclaimed 
money. Age Concern is target¬ 
ing this group of pensioners, 
many of whom do not claim 
income support because of 
confusion or apprehension at 
the complex procedures, a 
feeling of stigma or a lack of 
awareness of eligibility. 

Your Rights Week, which 
runs until April 9. is an 
attempt to steer pensioners 
through the benefits maze- In 
particular. Age Concern 
hopes to encourage the 60 per 
cent of disabled older people 
in private households to claim 
attendance allowance which 
would double their present 
income. For help and advice, 
telephone Age Concern on 
0800 009966 (7am-7pm until 
April 9). Callers will receive a 
free information pack and can 
also order Your Rights, priced 
£3.99, a guide to money bene¬ 
fits for older people. 

Your Rights 1998/9 dis¬ 
cusses housing and council 
tax benefits, income support, 
paying for fuel insulation and 
repairs and getting help with 
legal and health costs. Also 
available from bookshops. 


□ The new individual sav¬ 
ings account (Isa) is discussed 
in a free booklet produced by 
Liverpool Victoria, the friend¬ 
ly society, written in response 
to feedback from its custom¬ 
ers. According to Liverpool 
Victoria, there is still confu¬ 
sion about Isas, how they will 
work and how existing sav¬ 
ings arrangements wfil be 
affected. A free information 
service has also been set up to 
give savers further advice and 
regular updates on how Isas 
are taking shape. For a free 
copy of the guide, or to 
register for the information 
service, call 0800 448811. 

□ First National tire Irish 
Republic's largest building 
society, is to change its name 
to First Active, a move that 
will take effect across all 
companies within the group. 
First National announced its 
intention to become a bank in 
September last year and the 
change of name will form part 
of the conversion resolutions 
on which the society's mem¬ 
bers will vote at the forthcom¬ 
ing annual meeting in Dublin 
on May 18. The society hopes 
to float in the autumn of this 
year on the Irish and London 
Stock Exchanges. 

Lizanne Rose 


iNSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Standard Life Bank 0345 555657 
Scottish Widows Bank 0645 8450829 
Safeway 0800 995995 

Northern Rock 0845 600 6767 

Direct Access 
Instant Access 
Direct Savings 
Save Direct Inst 

InstantT 

Instants 

Instants 

InsiarrtB 

£1 

£100 

£1,000 

£5,000 

656 

7.00 

7.30 

7.80 

Yly 

Yiy 

Yly 

Yly 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Scarborough BS 01723 500616 

Bristol & West 0800 202121 

Legal & General Bank 0500 111200 
Investec Bank (UK) 0171 203 1650 

Scarborough 30 
Postal 30 

60 Direct 4 

Base Pius 

30 day 

30 day P 
60 day B 

1 year 

£1.000 

£10,000 

£10,000 

£2,001 

7.60 

7.80 

8.00 

8.00 

Yly 

Yly 

Yly 

Yly 

FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Depostt 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 


Norwich & Peterborough 01733 372222 
Bradford & Bingley BS 0800 592588 
Darlington BS 01325 366366 
Britannia BS 0800132304 


5 year 
5 year 
5 year 
5 year 


£100 

8.00 

Yly 

£500 

8.00 

Yly 

£1,000 

8.00 

YV 

£3,000 

8.00 

Yly 


MORTGAGES c 1 ) % 



91 92 93 94 95 96 97 93 



CREDIT CARDS 


Card type 


Interest 
per month 


APR% 


Fee per 
annum 


Capital One Bank 0800 669000 
RBS Advanta 0800 077770 
Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 


Visa 

Visa 

Advantage Visa 


0.57%N 

0.64%N 

0.89%NC 


6-90%N 

7.90%N 

8.60%N 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 



PERSONAL LOANS 


APR 


Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 


Northern Rock 0345 421421 
Yorkshire Bank 0800 202122 
Direct Line 0181 680 9966 


9J90%H 

12.50% 

12.60%A 


£183.13 

£190.33 

£183.75 


£166.11 

£165.77 

£166.38 


by post or telephone. C = no interest free period, F = Fixed Rate, H = If 
luctory rate for a fcnited period, P = Operated by Post. T => Operated by 


NB. A =» Minimum age 22 years, B = 

Insurance not arranged APR 12.7 percent. N > 

Telephone. 

* RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 

Source: ManeyFtXXs, the Monthly Guide to Investment & Mortgage /fetes (01692 500 677) 






ANNUAL INCOME 
Rates as at April Z 1998 

Investment (£) Company 


Standard 
Rate (%) 


1 Year 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

4.75 


5,000 

AIG Life 

6.22 


10,000 

GE Fin Assur 

6.50 

2 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.35 


3,000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

5.95 


5,000 

AIG Life 

6.00 


10,000 

GE Fin Assur 

6.32 

3 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.30 


3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.05 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.95 

4 Years 

50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.05 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.40 


3,000 

fTT London & Ed 

5.90 

5 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.30 


3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

5.80 


Source: Chamberiafri do Brofr 0171 -483 7900. Net rales. Income and capital guaranteed. 
Early ourmtar. Terms vary. Monthly Income may be available 


FIXED RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Gross 

yield 

Minimum 
Issue purchase 
price amount 

Birmingham Mkfshires 9.375% 

132.00 

7.10 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford & Bingley 

11.625% 

161.00 

7.22 

100.13 

10.D00 

Bradford & Bingley 

13.000% 

177.25 

7J33 

100.20 

10.000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

182.25 

7.13 

100.42 

1.000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

171.75 

7.06 

100.75 

1,000 

First National 

11.750% 

163.00 

7.21 

10025 

10,000 

Leeds & Holbeck 

13.375% 

191.50 

6.98 

100.23 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

156.75 

6.86 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

182.50 

6^2 

100.45 

1,000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

188.75 

6.82 

100.48 

1.000 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 



Chert & Gloucester 

11.750% 

166.00 

7.08 

100.98 

50,000 

Halifax 

a750% 

121.00 

723 

100-62 

50,000 

Halifax 

1Z000% 

157.00 

7.64 

100.28 

50,000 

Halifax 

13.630% 

193.00 

7.06 

100.00 

50,000 

Bristol & West 

13.380% 

183.75 

728 

100.34 

1,000 

Northern Rock 

12.625% 

174^0 

723 

100.14 

1.000 


pias= Permanent Merest-bearing shams. Source Greenwich NaiWest 


SHARE IN FOCUS; NATIONAL GHD 

- BOOSTED BY ENERGIS STAKE I 



Apr May Jun Jut Aug Sep Oct Nov 1 Pec Jan Feb Mar 


Lender 


Bank of Ireland 
01189 684300 
Northern Rock' 
0845 6050500 
Alliance & Lete 
0345108108 
Halifax 

01422 333333 
Woolwich 2 
0181 298 5831 


Interest 
rate % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

Fixed 6 mths 

More dscs, £280 fee 

3.89 

to E25GK 

95 

Fixed to 19.00 
£395 fee 

4.75 

£20-300k 

75 

Fixed to 1J5.00 

0.5% fee, £300 max 

4.95 

no max 

90 

Fixed to 31.a00 
£295 fee 

4.99 

£15-250k 

85 

Fixed to 1.4.00 


£350 free 


NR ' compulsojy products, buScflngs and contents insurance. 1 buldngs 
insurance only. 




Lender 


Interest Loan 

rate % see 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Scarborough 

0990133149 

0.10 to £ 1 50k 

80 

8.59% dsc-1 yr 
£125 fee 

Hinckley & Rugby 
0800 774499 

0.10 £1-150k 

80 

8.54% dsc-1 yr 
£250 fee 

Mansfield 

01246 202055 

0.50 £25-175k 

95 

8% disc-6 mths, 
more dscs apply 

Barrie of Ireland 
0118 9684300 

0.99 £2Q-145k 

95 

Fixed 6 mths, 
more dscs, £280 fee 

Leeds & Holbeck 1 
0113 225 7777 

1.45 to £180k 

95 

7% dsc-6 mths, 
more cSscs apply 



national savings 




Gross 


At tax rates 

20% 


Min/maximum 

jnvastfnfltC 


Notice 


Control 


Ordinary A/c’ 2.00 

Investment Aft#"* 4.75 
Income Bond* a 7.00 
First Opt Bond* 6.50 
46th Issue Certt= s 4.80 
Children's Bondt 6.00 

Gen Ext Rate 3.51 

Capital Bonds a B.00 
13th Ind Linkedt* 2-25 
Pensnrs Bond S5«6.10 


160 1.20 10 - 10 . 000 ** 

3 80 2.85 1-WB*” 

5 60 4-2Q2.000.25,000** 
5 20 3.90 1-250,000 * 

100-10.000 

25-1,000 


4.00 3.60 


100-250,000 

100 - 10,000 


imtfi 

3mth 

8day 

8day 

8day 

8day 


4.8B 5Q&-50.000a 60day 


0645 645000 
0645645000 
0645 645000 

0645 64500Q 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 




but oadn fuB ’ESOO-100.000earn higher rase s. 


□ 



All figures are the gross annual annuity (£100,000 
purchase), guaranteed 5 years, paid monthly in advance 


SINGLE UFE Perot arm} 

Male: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

Sun Life..- 

..Level 


£8.640 
£ 8,515 
£8.322 
£8.516 
£8,520 

£9.772 

£9,692 

£9,632 

£9,620 

£9.563 

£11.298 

£11.388 

£11,362 

£11.048 

£10,879 

Canada Life -— 
Commercial Un. 
Standard Life._ 
Legal & General 

-Level 

-Level 

..Level 

..Level 


SINGLE UFE 


Female: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

Norwich Union.. 
Sun Life.—- 

..Level 

..Level 


£7.827 

£7.810 

£7.790 

£8.649 

£8,631 

£8,630 

£9,863 

£9.812 

£9.843 

Generali - 

Equitable Life.... 

..Level 

..Level 


£7,658 

£7,810 

£8.601 

£8,552 

£9.881 

£9,662 

JOINT UFE, 2/3 WIDOWS 
(level annuity) 

Male: 

Female: 

Age 60 
Age 55 

Age 65 
Age 60 

Age 70 
Age 65 

Sun Life_ 

Equitable Life. 

Norwich Unton... 

..Level 

..Level 

..Level 


£7,405 

£7.435 

£7,360 

£7.271 

£8,056 

£8.021 

£7,995 

£7,942 

£8.962 

£8,842 

£8,768 

£8,856 

Prudential- 

-Level 


£7,382 

£7,905 

£8,674 


Source: Annuity Direct (Or 71694 5000) 


Statistics compiled by Uzanne Rose 
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Lender 


Interest 
rate % 


Loan Max 
size % 


Notes 


Bank of Ireland 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

Fix 6 mths. more 

01189 684300 




dscs, £280 fee 

Bristol & West 

3.49 

no max 

95 

Fix to 1.4.99 

0800119955 




£295 fee 

Newbury 

01635 43676 

5.10 

£30-100k 

95 

3% disc-12 mnths 

Wesleyan Loans 

0121 2003003 

5.35 

to£1Q0k 

95 

3.25% disc 

12 mnths 

Alliance & Leic 1 

5.69 

£20-300k 

95 

Fixed to 1.5.00 

0345 108108 




£150 fee 


NB. 1 Compulsory products, buildings and contents Insurance 

Larger tenders, loans end but-Ome buyers letters by Bin's Gudeo Ua (01753 880*8% 


NB. 1 Compulsory products, buildings and contents insurance. 


Discover How You Could Make 
Serious Money From Penny Shares 

To receive a FREE copy of PENNY SHAKE GUIDE, Britafart No. I pubGcsfcvfordppiqg 
acktogsmXlercni^HnyduresPUISaaoBlDsiwFFffinuiifcareptMtpadtindudtag- 
deta* ofhcw to drim a FREE copy of The Investor's Guide to How die Stock Mafas 
EEfljrWodo' pobfched by Financial Tfma/ftunan PubMing, Amply... 

CALL NOW ON: 0500 823873 

*IVrai«4i>r Hen facet MiofraiW.ifa are ateu hrbe tanad Iravum* fadnay. 

fe |i«m.d Oflbc 271 ftyai Sore*. toitu VIHTTA 


O. 




BM Offer 


WVJy YU 

•i- % 


AEGON LIFE ASSURANCE 
Edtatarxh P8A. EdWmndi. EHI2V5E 
0131330 4KI 

Balanced 6»W tu6.n0 - 3JO 

UK Equity 9C0® °S620 • 9.W , 

Property 482.80 Sll 00 - 0.10 . 

FluMInteresl 375 M J97® • 140 

Money M5TO 30260 • QJO 

international 51270 s*2M • 2.10 . 


ABBEY LIFE 

Huh tahiW Road. Bauntcmoalti 
BHB8AL 


013)2 202373 

Custodian S4 2JI.70 24JTO 
Ethical S* 204 ID 215 JO 

International S4 242W 2SS 7(j 


Protected Gib S4 
A»l»n Padflc 
Europeans* 
Prop FdSrr 4 
Equity ser* 
Manser* 
con* Ser 4 
Money Ser 4 
Fixed Im Ser 4 
American Ser 4 
HlghincScM 


2jOO . 
3® ... 

2.70 .. 
1.40 ... 


USW 14130 
I5580 164 00 - 6.40 . 
317 TO 334® *103) . 

462.10 486® - CUD 
J58J0 377 tO 
093® 1000.70 
375JO NS.IO 
374JO 394® * 0J0 ... 
463® 488J0 • 4.40 

440.10 W>® *21.40 
1113® I172J0 


* 6.40 

• I2J0 
■ Cl 40 


2JJ0 ... 

indexedInvSeM 367 70 281 Jo * 240 ... 
Japan Ser4 22650 23850 -II JO .. 

Formerly Hill Samuel Life Assurance Ltd 
Security rand 
Brush Fund 
Intern auoiui 
Dollar Fund 
Capital Fund 
Income Fund 
Property Series j 
Property units 

Financial Fund 
Managed ser a 


010® 

763® 

-14 10 

TO8JD 

10*5® 

*13.40 

8CQJ0 

*47 00 

*14.70 

TMlW 

SUjOO 

*2300 

TU® 

806® 


1221.10 

1272® 


5® W 

622.40 


W3TO 

1(01.10 

• 0.I0 

UK® 

1277.10 

♦ in® 

B3I® 

877 TO 

• 7® 

1505.90 

1585® 

-16.70 

I09SJD 

1157® 

-J3J0 

XII® 

351® 

• an 

443.40 

468.70 

• a® 

on.ro 

ICC7® 

• ii® 

4WJO 

524 40 

• 500 

231® 

245® 

* 2.70 

1291® 

136650 

•2bjn 

263M 

Z79® 

• 3® 

4«.TO 

486.TO 


775.® 

821.10 

• 5® 

9W.TO 

72060 

* a* 

246.00 

JK® 

• 2.10 

224® 

237® 


574.TO 

6I240 

•21.70 


Money Series A 

Money Urdu 
Equity Fund 
Fined Interest 
Indexed Secs 
European Fund 
Natural res 

nr East Fund 
Smaller cos 

spedii sin 
Man Currency 
Japanese Tech 
US Smaller Co* 

Formerly Tania Life assurance Co. ua 


Drparir 

2*2® 

277.70 

*0® ... 

Managed Fund 

1047® 

Financial Ser 1 

77® 

mu 

• aw ... 

Property Fund 

6J7® 

Flicd Interest 

41680 

HQ90 

• 4® ... 

Equity Fund 

1564.70 

GoM 

fixSO 

7000 

- i® ... 

cm Edtxd Fd 

79110 

Manaccn 

707® 

757.70 

♦ 700 ... 

Deporii Fund 

377® 

Mngd Grnonti 

27140 

308.00 

• 3® . 

InvenmouFd 

705.70 

rroiR-ny 

>9750 

42010 

* aro ... 

imernatkHtai 

64880 

KeskKmJal Prop 

12600 

I12.TO 

- 010 .. 

Formerly ARunyUte 

TCBAnwrtcan 

436® 

457® 

•12® ... 

UK Equity 

2464JD 

TSB Bill Gwlh 

I5ISJ0 

1595.10 

•®® ... 

Men: European 

686® 

TSB European 

*73.70 

47870 

* 840 ... 


655.70 

TSB Income 

TO*® 

74200 

• ua 

Cut Money 

3SI.40 

T3B Ind 

606® 

637 70 

*1000 .. 

Mereur. ami Msd 708® 

TSB Pari He 

32100 

JJ7 70 

-13® ... 

Mar ini FXd lm 

385® 


ALLIED DUNBAR ASSURANCE 
Swindon SNIIEL 
BI79J 5H5M 

Fid IIU Dep ACC 42840 45)130 
Equity Aic 214320 2304.10 -IIJO 
Property Atr 779jo bjoto - aw 
nr East ACC 24870 254.70 -HUD 
ManAcedCapital 74X50 78270 * 5.70 

■dO-ACt 1634 80 1720 40 

Overseas aoc 1627.0 rvixro 
GUI Edped ACE 653JO 687.70 
AtnerCqidtJ ACt IS36® IblfcAO -43JO ... 
AtnerMan acc oJtio f*7® -1690 
Amo-Prop ACC U1.40 13840 * I® 
Dtaribuilan Bands 24.40 3100 *010 


n in 


-I3J0 

•2560 

860 


AXA EQUITY & LAW 
ASSURANCE 
Amentem Road. High 
014*4 463463 
8esm»Sero 191® 
Haired Ser 6 1087 to 

opportunity Ser 6 25720 
Distribution Serb 119 40 
UK Equities Ser6l73L40 
Higher me Sere 18*5 00 
Norm Am rr Ser 6 76470 
Far East Serb -urea 
Europe Serb 
intnisere 
Pro perry Serb 
Fixed Ini sett 

ind-uika SrcSo 

Great Dep Serb 


70UD 
74000 
64000 
5 S3 JO 
230 J) 
3*110 


Wycombe. Bader 

20170 . 070 ... 

I MUD « 900 ... 

271.40 • X3D ... 
I»TO * 100 5J7 

IBM® *18.10 ... 
[9422D *23JO ... 
809JO -1970 ... 
46000 -2300 ... 
Ml 10 *1533 ... 
831 M • 530 ... 
67370 • OTO .. 
582.70 - IX) ... 

242.40 . 2® .. 

aswo • QJO . . 


BARCLAYS LIFE 

2S2 Rmalard Rond. London E74JB 

04SI534 554* 

1442.10 1570 TO -3200 ... 
876.SO mio *18JO ... 
9I4AO 54700 • 410 
30800 32* JO • 2*0 .. 

520 ... 

307CD 22180 • 130 ... 
74843 8402® *1240 ... 
mm 49690 * 7 JO ... 

332.90 35050 * 030 ... 
357JO 37640 *050 ... 
21200 22120 * 010 ... 
S49-83 57870 -1640 ... 
16630 I75J0 -IOJO ... 
68830 72490 *17.70 . . 
B26O0 6SOOO * 100 ... 
16080 177.70 -1570 .. 

866.90 911 JO *1090 ... 
462.70 487.10 • 9 JO .. 
22410 23190 . no . . 


Equity Acc 
-00-lriUfc] 

GUI Edged ACC 
-do- metal 
intmadonalAK 52110 S49jo 
-do- initial 
Managed Arc 
-ao-lnWal 

Money acc 

propervAiz 
■do initial 
America acc 
Far East Gaih 
Financial acc 

SJPAccnm 

Japan Act 

Income Act 

special SUs ace 
Util* Teen acc 


BM 


wmy rid 
Oiler */- * 


BLACK HORSE UFE 

MomutnOeu Hone. CtafasHk Kern MEJ4JF 

OULMBMOW 

Hie Managed Fd I2O6J0 I2D6J0 *1501 
Income Fund 1255.64 1321.73 *2171 
Enra inrame II34XI 114390 
woridwMeGrh (4EMB 7I9JZ 
Balanced Fund 1105312 116118 
SmUrOB Rrctri 121118 12770* 

NAl»T6Genri 6»I5 672.79 
Piditc Basin 2S7J4 302.47 -16*75 
Germar Growth 36611 385J8 * 029 

12172 I30J4 - 186 

35806 37691 * 619 
22518 23704 * 016 
45866 4S2J0 ♦ 1.72 
43417 45703 * 2J9 
12124 34026 *032 
71148 749.98 


Japan Growth 
TheUKGdi Fd 
cp ml EuruGih 
Property Fund 
Fixed Imeran 
cash Fund 
Managed tnv 


■1897 

* 177 
*1820 

* 106 
■ 726 


900 


Nth Amer Recov 401JB 42151 * 657 


BRITANNIA 

50 BaUnrdl Si aatgm G2 6HR 
0141248300 
Mrasured Perf 25190 
Prrlormancr Plus 29180 
wkh Profli perl Xdjo 


ux Opportunity 35320 
Euro Opportunity 38640 
Nonlt Amer OPP 33020 


Far East Opp 
Cwth Prop Ser I 
Gift Prop Seri 
Fixed lor 
cash 
Oycnem 
Formerly LAS 
Managed FUnd 
UK Equity 
Pro perry 
Money Marta 
Fixed micron 
Japan 

North America 
international 
European 
Far East 


169X0 

18660 

347.90 

267.90 

180.90 

307.40 

S»J0 
IOW50 
34210 
28670 
389 10 
24120 
293J0 

521.40 
494JO 
125*60 


267 M 
309JO 
21100 
37170 
40690 
349JO 
179150 
19693 
26130 
2KM0 
191 JO 
357.10 

557.70 
1124 JO 
win 
301.80 
409JQ 
25830 

309JO 
54690 
SXUO 
11130 


*640 ... 
» 9.« ... 

- 0J0 .. 
•1IJ0 ... 
•I6JU . . 

*wea ... 

- 7jo ... 

- 170 

• 160 ... 

* OH) 649 

* KMO ... 

♦11 JO ... 
*3180 ... 

* 4J0 ... 
*020 .. 

* 2J0 ... 
-9.10 ... 

* 960 ... 
*|6TO ... 
•20*60 ... 

- 5.40 ... 


CANADA UFE 

M High Street. Roden Bar. Herts EN65BA 
0170751122 


UlMQed 
Property 
cm 8 Fad iiu 
Equity 
Cash 

CUfc Euro Mgd 
CTJfe fnil fd 


491.70 
31800 
307.40 
634.10 
344JO 
610/40 
40760 


Mercury Japan 18600 
Merc NIK Amef 57110 
UX Properly S27J0 
Merc Mump ui» 147120 


517.60 
334JO 
•vn «* 
667JO 
257AO 
64160 

429.10 

1105.10 

671.10 
1647JO 
834JO 
J97 JO 

741.10 
662.90 

2599.90 
72160 
690 H) 
401 AO 
95630 

405.70 
107 JO 
iw sn 
55490 
IKS-AJ 


* Arm 

*11.70 

* 0*40 

* 8J0 
- 0J0 
, 5JD 
» 330 

* 1190 
•11.80 
*21 JO 

* I 10 

* 030 
•1170 

* 5J0 

*31 JO 
•2CL50 

* 690 

* 0J0 

* 160 

• 2J0 
-1150 

• 14J0 
> 100 
•1170 


C1TV OF WESTMINSTER ASSURANCE 
.Sentry Haase. 900 Ambon BM 
MMaa Krync« MK92PFU. 0490960M01 
Property Fund 214J0 225*80 -I1X) ... 

Managed Fund 96620 1017.10 * 9JO ... 

Equity Fund 625JD «MJ0 -I0JD ... 


CLERICAL MEDICAL/FIDELITY 
INVESTMENTS 

Narrow Plain. Brtml BS20IH. 011792905*6 
Asmnoce Funds 


Sapphire Mixed 

431.10 

453® 

* 3® 

Ruby 

229® 

241® 


Emcrtfc! 

180® 

IW® 

- 1.10 

Equity 

55400 

so 

* 4® 

Pronetty 

26300 

276.70 

re n ?n 

Gill*Fixed in 

270*0 

284.70 


Indexed sea 

213.10 

224.40 

* 210 

Cash 

213® 

224.70 

re OJO 


436® 


>14® 

Far Eos 

223 TO 

235.70 

- 660 


319® 


• 3® 

SpcdoJ sits 

585® 

616® 

* r® 

Imi liKome 

517® 

547® 

• 3.70 

European 

610® 

642-40 

• 1270 


87® 

94® 

- 3® 

SE Asia 

312® 

328.70 

-11® 


201.70 


* a® 

-do- spec 

Ml .TO 

212® 

* 0® 

Flestble Retirentenr plana 

-unds 


Mixed 

518® 

545® 

* 5® 

Equity 

717® 

755.40 

* 9.90 


250.50 

263.70 

• a® 

cm A Fned ini 

360® 

379® 

- *® 


291.90 

344® 

• 190 

Cimrt 

278.40 

314® 

. a» 

Nitt American 

as® 

564® 

*24® 

FarEirtME 

23200 

244® 

- 9.70 

rmonaUanxi acc 

<ce® 

423® 

. 5.40 

special Sha 

874.70 

941® 

. 2® 

EuroprenFtex 

905.70 

956® 

•2270 


COLONIAL MUTUAL CROUP 
CeknaM Mntrod Hearse. Chaiinua Maritime. 
Kent ME44YY. OM348WOOO 

IUnHU-KQ>l 29120 . 

-do- paatnafeert 4taio . 

-do-Cash 229JI 24IJ8 *021 .. 

-do-Equity 86165 909.11 - 0*5 ... 

-do- FXd Uu 46143 <85.72 • 674 ... 

■do-Managed 595.99 677JB - 058 ... 

■do- Propenj 47ii9 49701 


(Pens): Cash Cap 221.45 21111 


■ 004 

■ 614 


Bid Offtr 


WMj YW 

U- % 


■da-Casn iu» 
-do- Equity cap 
-do-Equity Iqv 
-do-Fixed cap 
-do- FUedlnv 
-do- Index Cap 
-do- Index in* 
-oo-Mngdcap 
-dti-Mngd fnv 


3609 

228149 

3754.62 

90004 

8355 

240J0 

395*13 

88395 

145408 


381*6 

240163 

39S2J5 

52636 

B65JS 

7 9706 

415.94 

93049 

153062 


* 649 
*2319 
♦4078 

• 460 

• 8.15 

* 266 

• 465 

* 86B 
♦ISJO 


COMMERCIAL UNION 
Sr Heletfk I UudenrinA. EO 87712837500 
var Ann Accf^r IH0J3 . .. - SJ8 ... 

WAimm I41J6 ... - 092 ... 

Prime; Man aged 60350 635JO * 4J0 ... 

Prime UK Equity B44J0 88900 - B.40 ... 

PrimeUB Equity 377.90 397JO • 160 ... 

Prime:Property 284.90 299.90 • 0.40 ... 

Prone Fad uu 29370 mzt *210 ... 
PrimeIndea-Uik 21220 22340 ♦ 220 ... 

Prime Cash 234.70 247.10 * 020 ... 

CONFEDERATION LIFE 

boon Way. Srosenage. Herts SCI INN 

014387448% 

Managed Fund 1607.40 leOUH *3330 ... 
EquityII 2SM.90 2731.40 *74.10 ... 

EAGLE STAR LIFE ASSURANCE 


__ Orht. 

012422201] 

Llfd Funds 

ui win pro oar) t UMO 
Secure B1 II4J0 

Managed 01' 14150 

Equity Mngd 01 1 1*460 
uernturensrat 111 JO 
Bristol a west p) > 11660 
Equity MgdSl 
Managed 51 
AdvennumuSI 
Managed CO 
Eagle/Mid UB 
Pension Punas 
Unil with Pits 75 ] 1 12160 
Scant CO 1 115.90 

Managed ®r 1*670 

Equity Mngd car iso JO 
Atmnmiraus O) t 133 M 
Bristol6WC8Iat IIK50 


35000 368-50 * 
34500 36320 • 
269JP 284.10 * 

23480 247JO * 

46S JU 48110 * 


GL537LQ. 


♦ 020 ... 

• aid ... 

* ijo ... 

♦ 160 ... 
* 100 ... 

* QJO ... 

* 390 ... 

* 330 ... 

* 410 ... 

* 130 ... 
S.I0 001 


* 020 
« 020 
* 160 

• 1.90 
» 140 

• 0*30 


FRIENDS' PROVIDENT 

Castle Street Safertoy. Wite SPI3SH 

0I7224D3H 

Managed 473.10 «wx> . 670 

UK EqaRy 69SJ0 731 JO -1330 

srewanuoip 55190 shoo • uu 

OvenensEquBy 42170 *4500 • 6.70 

North American 269JO 283JO . 7JJ 

Pacific Basin 117311 12340 -190 

European 45540 479.4) *1120 

Property 21470 22610 • 100 

Fixed InleiEsr 31260 329.10 * 260 

tndaunked 21200 223J) • zm 

Cajp 23120 243*40 • 0J0 

FP life Assunuuae « NM 
Fixed liueresi 687JO 72400 


I078JO 1135 JD 
395.90 11670 
597JO 628.90 
76460 804JO 


* 430 
. JUO 
- 0.40 

* 180 
■2110 


679.10 714 JO - 670 


68640 72150 
45600 48000 


Managed 
Deposit 
Property 
American 
Australian 
European 
Income ace 
H o-DiSt 
InremaxhNuJ 
Japan Smaller 
Singapore*Mai 27&00 29260 
Tofcyo Fund 50960 53660 
UK EquRy 97670 1028.10 

CCMVangdMg 115000 12 KUO 


ECZV5A5. 01717M 4567 

tTTPian Far East 237JO _ 

GT Plan WMda 625.90 65690 


CAN UFE & PENSIONS 
Gaa How HaiftM Esse* 
CM202EW. 0C79 626262 
ponfttia acc «06» 50650 

-do- Inw A 92640 975JO 

UK Equity 666JU 

GUr Plus 252.70 26610 

Managed 4»J0 44680 


GENERAL ACCIDENT 
2 Rosglrr St Yoefc YD11 HR. 01904 63982 


Managed 

Unittsed PrnfU 
UK. Equity 
Fixed Ira 
rndo-UnXrd 
Casti Oep osti 
Property 
ImernaunnaJ 
American 
Japan 

Japan smnr Gas 
European 

rad Oc Fun 


11200 328J0 
172*3 181.90 


170 

n>n 

49610 52110 • 350 
247.70 26060 * 1.90 
205.40 21610 • 130 
19650 20690 • QJO 
211.10 22120 * 360 
2*030 2S2J0 • 340 
30650 324.70 * 620 
161.90 17030 -1070 
16560 174.40 - law 
310 JO 32660 • 180 
197 JO 20750 - MO 


Pad Dc Fund 
Com Life 20060 211.10 • 120 

Formerly Prtwtdeni Mutual 
Managed cm 71300 tsoso - 630 
Managed i lUdal 431 JO <5*20 • 3L60 
Equity dm 125300 1321.10 -1400 
EqoHylntl 759*50 70950 • BJ» 

1-UnKd Gill OKI 25090 36170 *280 
HJnHed GDI inu I5M0 16670 * 160 
Oseas tquto Onl 48150 50BJO • 140 
Oseas Equay lnlr 2S2JO 30800 
PropesiyOm ' "" 


Property mil 

Fried im Old 
medlnutii 
DqttnHOrd 
Depnslr InMal 


328JQ 34550 • 560 
19860 2BLI0 • UD 
36140 38150 • 190 
2I9J0 230J0 * IJO 
23700 24950 * 030 
14340 150.90 • a 10 


Wkly YU) 

md oner *7- % 


GUARDIAN ROYAL EXCHANGE 
KtyU Eixfranee Loudon Ed 01712837101 
ASS Prop Bd* 99380 103320 *660 ... 

Managed Initial 65600 69060 *11.40 ... 

-do -acc 1005JO 1058.10 *17.40 ... 

Equby Initial 112040 111960 ... 

-do-ACC 171610 180700 *1400 ... 


Find Ini inldai 537.90 566J0 


-do-ACC 

HnUnldal 

-do-Ace 


4.70 ... 
7.W ... 


824.10 867J0 
56380 59340 *1300 ... 
86180 90930 *2000 ... 


Nth Amer Initial jjijo 34930 *1300 

■do- ACC 46260 48700 *1800 ... 

Pacific Initial 14400 15160 - 690 ... 

do- ACC 198.50 m« -950... 

Property Initial 20490 215.70 * 160 ... 

-do-ACC 31390 330.40 * 140 ... 

UTdet-UlU Ink! 109100 198.90 ♦ IJO ... 


-do-ABC 
Deposit initial 
-do- Acc 
Earn Initial 

-do-ACE 


26350 277.40 
21 IJO 22190 
32450 34160 
17300 182.20 


260 ... 
020 ... 
030 ... 
• 600 ... 
22300 234.70 ♦ 760 


HALIFAX UFE LTD 
FO Boa 2B. York YOt IYB R9MUID0 
Ufc Funds 


FOundaUan 

36-33 

-UL35 

* OJ3 ... 

I0v Trust cap i 

71SJ0 

♦ UO ... 

Managed 

521® 

546.10 

- 2® 

Balanced 

38® 

40® 

+ 020 ... 

-dff-ACT i 

1389.10 

* 3J0 ... 





3946 

41J4 

• 0J8 ... 

property Capt 

140® 

-aw ... 





DepOllt 

27® 

2551 

• 004 ... 

■dO-ACT t 

26000 ... 

- 1.40 ... 

PRUDENTIAL INDIVIDUAL UFE 1 

fanrion Funds 




FXd rnrerexi Cap7 2I7LTO 

* 1.10 ... 

I Stephen Shed. Umhsa W1P2AP 

FoundRs-an S2 

30.43 


♦ 027 ... 

-dO-ACC I 

410.10 

* 2® ... 

07715483278 




BalaneedK 

30J2 

3244 

* I12J ... 

Eauflyop* 

47840 

* 7® ... 

Managed Fund 

1188® 

1*51® 

♦ 6® 

OppanunhySS 

30® 

11.96 

* QJ& ... 

-do- Mat 

910® 

*1500 ... 

Equhj Fund 

Uni Fund 

2291.40 2338® 

♦33® 

Deposit 52 

2558 

2693 

♦ 004 . 

tntenuu Cap 1 

271® 

• 3® ... 

840® 

885. W 

re 020 





-do-Arc t 

507.10 

♦ 6® ... 


721.90 

75970 

* 5® 





Old Deporti dpi IM® 


nopexty Fund 

55840 

SStM 

♦ 1.60 





•do-MCI 

294.70 ... 

♦ 030 7® 

COM Fund 

417® 

438® 

♦ rwo 





Flexible dpi 

45240 ... 

* am ... 

padflc Borin 


266® 

-19.40 

HAMBRO ASSURED 



-dO-MCt 

857® ... 

•ii® ... 

N American Fd 

520® 


- 8® 

Haihoor Henst Poifw. Prertess. Lam 

{Wneymskre 1 Mt Ml® 

+ 7.70 ... 


53600 

564® 

-a® 

PKZ Bit. 0*772848000 



am®Growth! 2H40O 

♦48® ... 

BaJancntFund 

234® 

246.70 

* 1.10 

Kanaeed 

25240 

aw® 

- 2® ... 

..... 



StmeofcFiHid 

BJ.1Q 


♦ 1.10 


do- Peru 
UK Equity 
■dtp Pens 
international 
-do-Pens 
Deposit 
-do-Pens 


33650 35420 » 380 
29840 314.10 * 6C0 
381.TO 40200 <1000 
19150 20150 - MO 
2I6J0 22750 - 1.90 
159.40 187.10 *QIO 
19670 mm *0J0 


Fnr HinsaimiH see AMwyUle Assurance 


IRISH UFE ASSURANCE 

Irish Ufc Centre. Victoria Street. Si AJhus. 

Herts A1J 5TF. 07727 48181 

Global Managed 85&40 90360 . 

Global property 3S3J0 371.* . 

ctooai Fixed int 6WJ0 70S 10 . 

GJobal Equity 950CO lOOOCO . 

Global Cash 244.40 257JO . 


LEGAL A GENERAL UNIT ASSURANCE 
2 MoumGsk Road. Hew, Suva BN515E 


♦34.70 ... 

01773*24000 




UK Equity 

359140 

37840 

* 6® 

♦2AI0 .. 

ftSocuwuinn 

134® 

141.70 


UK Equity ACC 
s peril] sb 

5VU0 

597® 

*11.10 

• II® 107 

-do-ACC 

205. K) 

21590 

• o 20 . 

151® 

159® 

* 230 

•KUO ... 

BihOppj iru 

2ZIJO 

237® 

• 1.40 ... 

special Sits acc 

239.70 

25240 

♦ 290 

-IUO ... 

-do-Air 

311® 

328-10 

* 270 ... 

North American 

30200 

317.70 

* ?® 

-m.ro . . 

cult initial 

17360 

182® 

- 040 

N Ameriran acc 

47a® 

50400 

• 1240 

-1470 ... 


370.40 

347® 

♦ OIO ... 

rudflt Basin 


231® 


*21® ... 

Equity initial 

1861.40 

1117® 

*11® ... 

fadfle Basin acc 

4MJ0 

4®« 

-1810 

•16® ... 


2019® 

2125.70 

*2670 ... 

Hied interest 


34840 



Fixed Initial 

408.70 

41850 

* 1.70 ... 

FUcdimoest acc 

35.10 

552® 

• 3® 

LED 

-do-ABC 

77810 

819.10 

• 540 ... 


mm 

21300 

* 1® 

index-LKIcd GDI 

15600 

164® 

* IJO .. 
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Glorious victory for 
♦ Carol in loan fight 

C arol Riley, the inderati- Thp. hloV, 

cable organiser nf _ 1 ne Itlgfl Street given up on. However, a 

CMC Victims Assori- \ZZaZZ~1 spokesman reassured borrow- 





C arol Riley, the indefati¬ 
gable organiser of the 
CMC Victims Associ¬ 
ation. and a real-life Corona¬ 
tion Street Deirdre Rashid, 
could be forgiven for putting 
her feet up this weekend. A 
year after she launched her 
fight against the oppressive 
practices of City Mongage 
Corporation (CMC), she was 
thrilled to hear that she had 
almost won her David and 
Goliath struggle against the 
Watford lender. 

Cityscape Financial Corpo¬ 
ration, the US company that 
owns CMC. said this week it 
was selling to keep its own 
A business afloat 
- Cityscape's, financial woes 
are directly linked to the 
dogged resistance which Car¬ 
ol and the 450-strong associ¬ 
ation displayed in their fight 
against- CMCs exorbitant!v- 
high interest rates and puni¬ 
tive redemption penalties. 

Their campaign highlight¬ 
ed the plight of CMCs 38,000 
borrowers, many of whom 
had homes repossessed after 
being persuaded to take out 
expensive loans by brokers 
who had thousands of pounds 
commission from CMC. 

The scandal pushed the 
^Office of Fair Trading into 
action last year. It issued 
tough new guidelines for all 
lenders, and in February 
again ordered CMC to curb 
its rates and penalties. As the 
CMC gravy train shuddered 
to a halt. Cityscape's US share 
price collapsed. David Steene. 
CMCs manag ing director, 
wbo donated £20.000 to Wil¬ 
liam Hague's leadership elec¬ 
tion campaign, was forced to 
resign after collecting £7 mil¬ 
lion in three years. 

The battle may be won for 


The high street 
lenders next 
target for 
campaign, says 

Gavin Lumsden 


Carol, but the war is far from 
over. CMC borrowers still 
have their loans to repay. All 
£550 million of these are set to 
become the property of 
Ocwen Financial Corpora¬ 
tion. a $3.1 billion (£1.9 billion) 
mortgage servicer in Florida, 
which has agreed to buy 
CMCs assets from Cityscape. 

Ocwen is now the biggest 
player in the growing UK 
market for lending to people 
who cannot obtain mortgages 
from high street lenders bec¬ 
ause they are self-employed or 
have a poor credit histoiy. In a 
disturbing development it has 
asked the OFT whether it can 
raise interest rates on CMC 
loans by 0.5 per cent just a 
month after the watchdog 
insisted that borrowers would 
not have to pay more than 9.9 
per cent on the lender's ‘•con¬ 
cessionary'' rate and 12.4 per 
cent on its "standard". Al¬ 
though hailed as a victory this 
had ignored the fact that 
many CMC loans are on a flat 
rale of interest This means 
homeowners pay interest on 
the full amount of their bor¬ 
rowings throughout the term 
of the loan no matter how 
much capital they have re¬ 
paid. It doubles the cost of the 
standard rate to 25 per cent 
APR (annual percentage rale). 

In tiie US. Ocwen specialis¬ 
es in collecting money from 
borrowers other lenders have 



Her battle may be won, but Carol Riley's war goes on 
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given up on. However, a 
spokesman reassured borrow¬ 
ers it would comply with ail 
the OFT guidelines. For the 
time being Ms Riley has 
bigger fish to fry because she 
is relaunching the action 
group and calling it the Nat¬ 
ional Association of Mortgage 
Victims (NAMV) in an at¬ 
tempt to dean up the entire 
lending industry. 

“Ever since we started fight¬ 
ing CMC we have been 
contacted by borrowers with 
many other lenders, including 
some which we would have 
considered reputable high 
street banks and building 
societies." 

The aim of the NAMV is to 
obtain a declaration in the 
High Court that the use of 
dual rates of interest and rule 
78 — the complex formula res¬ 
ponsible for CMCs exorbitant 
redemption penalties — are 
Illegal under the 1994 Unfair 
Terms in Consumer Contracts 
Ad 

The OFT believes kens 
which use dual rates and rule 
78 can be challenged as extor¬ 
tionate. However, this has not 
been tested before the High 
Court So the NAMV wants to 
mount a class action to estab¬ 
lish a new legal precedent 
Carol wants to hear from 
anyone who has had a home 
repossessed since 1995 on 
loans using dual rates or rate 
78. She is also seeking spon¬ 
sors for the group as it takes 
on its new challege."Our ulti¬ 
mate aim is to get a change in 
the law to stop desperate 
people being trapped in mort¬ 
gages from bell." she says. 

Carol knows a thing or two 
about desperation having 
served a 39-month jail sen¬ 
tence in the early 1990s for a 
£142,000 theft and fraud con¬ 
viction after naively involving 
adtarity she was running in a 
dubious fundraising exercise. 
It is an experience that gives 
her an insight into the trauma 
being suffered by Coronation 
Streefs Deirdre Rashid. 

After her release from pris¬ 
on and bankruptcy Carol took 
out a CMC loan to reorganise 
her finances. “I was never 
responsible for the fraud al¬ 
though 1 was sent to ja£L 
CMC knew all about me 
when 1 took out the loan. They 
thought they could walk all 
over people like me. We 
proved them wrong.” 

□ The National Association 
of. Mortgage Victims (Stoke- 
on-Trent) is on 01889-507394. 


Building 

societies’ 

cynicism 

From Mr Jonathan Lever 
Sir, How is it that the 
directors of mutual build¬ 
ing societies can deplore 
small investors for open¬ 
ing savings accounts in 
the hope of picking up a 
modest windfall at a later 
date? 

The very same societies 
later in the throes of take¬ 
over or conversion are 
quick to abandon their 
moral stance when they 
make huge sums of 
money by offering inter¬ 
est rates to their small 
investors, which in some 
cases are appallingly low. 

This practice is under¬ 
taken in a most cynical 
manner with the know¬ 
ledge that savers ore 
unlikely to shift money 
elsewhere for fear of los¬ 
ing their windfall entitle¬ 
ments. 

Spare some pity for the 
beleaguered directors of 
such societies. They only 
have fat payoffs or better 
paid jobs to look forward 
to. 

Yours faithfully. 
JONATHAN LEVER, 
Research student, 
Needham Hail 
of Residence, 

205 Palatine Road. 

West Didsbury. 
Manchester, 

M20 2TU. 




■ Letters from readers 
to Weekend Money are 
welcomed but The 
Times regrets it cannot 
give individual replies 
to letters or financial 
advice. Letters to Week¬ 
end Money can also be 
sent by fax to The 
Times on 0171-782 5082. 
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Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paying a penalty? 


'You may be quote happy with your pension. Until you uy to 
rhange it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. \bu begin to wonder 
|ust whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on their 


Happify The Equitable life has never paid commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. You don't 
have to commit yourself to paying identical contributions every 
year. And, should you decide to retire early, your benefits 
would be exactly the same as if you had chosen that date 
initially 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of ihe finest 
investment teams in the UJC 

If you'd like to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send off 
the coupon below for further information by post and by 
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THE UK's HIGHEST 

YIELDING 

CORPORATE 

BOND PER 

(7.90% p.a. tax free) 

Is also the top performing Corporate Bond PEP'— Number 1 in its sector over 3, 5 and 10 years* 
—- Ideal for investors wanting a high income Standard & Poors Micropal 5 star ranked and AA 
rated by S & P Fund Research — Aberdeen Prolific - now one of the UK's leading investment 
specialists with £ 72bn under management — Call now on 0800 35 37 37 to bring a smile to your face 

A 

Aberdeen Prolific 

Please send me detaRs aE Aberdeen Prolific Coiporate Bond PEP. Please return this coupon to Aberdeen Prolific Unit Trust Managers Limited, 

Freepost, 10 Queen's Terrace. Aberdeen AS 10 iWY 


TWe (Mi/Mrs/MIss/Ms) 


Surname 


Past Code 


BfRERENCf NUMBER 

C 0 4 D 

PHASE QUOTE WHEN PHOMNG 


H you do nor wish to receive any further mailings from Aberdeen Profifie, please tick the bo* O Aberdeen Prolific Rred Interest 7.90% running yield 
and S. 1 1 % grots redemption yield as at 9/2/96. This !s an annual figure and income may fluctuate. 'Source: Reuters Hindsight, offer to bid, whh 
gross income reinvested to 27/2/98, Aberdeen Prolific Hud Interest is the underlying unit mist and is top in the UK Fixed Interest sector over 3,5 
and 10 years. Please remember that post performance Is not necessarily a guide to the future. The value of units and the income from them may 
go down as well os up and you may not get bade the amount originally invested. The Chancellor has announced that a new tax privileged investment, 
the Individual Savings Account, will be available from April 1999. No further PEP investments win be permitted after this date. Issued by Aberdeen 
ftoHfic Ur* Trust Managers, regulated by 1MR0 and the Personal Investment Authority and a member of AUTIE As the Manager's periodic charge 
is taken out of capital, distributable Income will be increased at die expense of capital which will either be eroded or future growth restrained. 
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“7^ SUNALLIANCE 

Don’t miss this opportunity 
to maximise your last ever PEP 
allowance. 

Talk to Invest On-line, the 
direct investment centre of Royal 
Sc SunAiliance. .-——-, 

Our UK Tracker 7.. 7.f ' 
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PEP offers the ■-—■ 

best value in the All-Share 
Tracker PEP market for a 
minimum lump sum invest¬ 
ment of £6,000. 

The annual management fee 
is an unbeatable 03% with no 
initial or exit charges (bid/offer 
spread 0.8%). 

But to secure this low rate, 
PEP applications must be received 
by 30th April 
1998 for the 
1998/99 tax year. '-- 

Call free now; visit our website 
at wwvunves*><m-lme.co.uk or 
complete the coupon below for 
full derails. 
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Conal Gregory marches in with an alternative investment strate gy 

Small wars lead to big prices* 


for the old model armies 




M 


akoim Forbes, the millionaire pub¬ 
lisher. delighted in corporate war- 


with his battalion of toy soldiers. 

When the collection from his military 
museum in Tangier was sold- by Christie's in 
New York and London last December, die 
sales raised £509368. with the top lot. a Battle 
of Waterloo set raising £4.830. 

But you do not need to be a millionaire to 
have your own private army. You can start 
collecting toy soldiers with an investment of 
£ 100 . 

While warfare may be as old as history, most 
enthusiasts concentrate on examples from the 
19th and 20th centuries. Collectors are not 
nationalistic when accumulating their model 
armies: French toy soldiers are most popular 
with Italian and Spanish coHectors, while UK- 
made pieces are purchased by British. German 
and American enthusiasts. 

A major Spanish collection, comprising 
more than 15*000 pieces, is certain to create 
interest when it comes under the hammer at 
Phillips in late June. 

The oldest commercially made soldiers date 
from the early 18th century. Called “flats”, these 
18th-century pieces are literally flat tin pieces 
which depict military personnel. Sets made by 
the tinsmiths of Nuremberg are particularly 
sought-after. Ten Roman Army flats by Ernest 
Du Bois of Hanover, circa I860, made £500 
phis 15 per cent buyer's premium at Christie’s 
Sooth Kensington last year. 

But by far the greatest interest among the 
army of toy soldier collectors lies in the hollow 
cast soldiers produced by William Britain & 
Sons from 1893. Prices peaked in 1986, but are 
now regaining momentum. 

James Opie, consultant at Phillips auction¬ 
eers and author of the definitive The Great 
Book of Britain's (New Cavendish), tips the 
British regiment models made by Britain's 
during tiie three-year period up to 1939. Five 
years ago, a set of other the Leicestershire or 
Duke of Wellington's Regiments with their 
original boxes realised £800-£900 but in 
January sold for £L207 and £1.265 respectively 
at Phillips. 

Horsedrawn gun teams are especially 
popular. Last week Bonhams sold a rare 
Britain's set 211 heavy Howitzer of 1920-41 with 
ten Royal Field Artillery soldiers, together with 
a Coronation coach and outriders, for £500. It 
had a stained and damaged box. but In top 
condition would have fetched more than £900, 
Bonhams said. 

Military bands are also highly collectable. At 
auction expect to pay £350-£400 for Britain’s 
Band of the Life Guards, which includes a 
director of music, drum horse and instrumen¬ 
talists in state dress. 

Foreign regiments made by Britain have 
international appeaL The US military band of 
1946-55 sells for £320 (up from £200 five years 
ago), but double in its original box. 

The Serbian infantry set of circa 1920, 
depicting tight charging soldiers with rifles, 
has increased from £100-£150 in 1993 to over 
£250 today. 

. Prices rise dramatically for Britain’s produo - 



This tableau by T.M Connolley using Stadden figures of the Isandhtwana battle in the Zulu Wars fetched £1,955 at Christie’s 


turn rims that only lasted a short time. Last 
week a plug-headed set of charging Black 
Watch Highlanders with one officer shown 
with binoculars, dating from about 1900, 
complete with Gordon Piper, made £480 
against Christie's estimate of £250-£350, even 
without its box. Yet larger production runs 
-failed to sell: the 13th Duke of Connaught’s 


Own Lancers, galloping with trumpeter, and 
prewar Gordon Highlanders at e s timate s of 
E180-E220 and £200-£S0 respectively. 

Repainting can dramatically alter the value. 
Dealers use the term "minor retouching” to 
indicate that less than 25 per cent of the figure 
has been overpaim&L When additional fea¬ 
tures have been painted on to an original 


uniform, the term "embellishment" is applied. 

As in every field of collecting forgeries are 
increasingly common. One of the most 
dramatic is the addition of steel helmets to 
“create” a 1940-41 set made by Britain. An 
authentic set has made £4,000, which has en¬ 
couraged forgers to add helmets to an earlier 
version. Do take expert advice before buying 



To achieve a top price, or a 
good investment if buying, 
always look for 

■ Models that are in mint 
condition. 

■ No key personnel (such 
as an offices). 

■ Highly detailed 
painting. 


■ No sign of lead rot (de¬ 
composition of the metal 
surface). 

■ Original box included. 

CONTACTS: 

Christie's - 01713213274; 
Bonhams - 0171393 3951: 
Phillips - 0171229 9090. 


Start the 1998/99 tax 
year with a PER 


An Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension. 


Did you know that to receive the maximum pensi 
available, you would typically have to be a member oft 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, cou 
d ram a ticall y reduce your pension? So that, just when y 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equhal 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Schei 
can help bridge the gap. 

■&U malK contributions 6om your gross income, w 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available w 
depend on individual circumstances, and that curre 
legislation can change in the future. 

■What’s more, we don’t believe in - - 

third paries for the introduction of 

, Jt y ° U more WonnatfoD by post and 

telephone call (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon bdo 

www.equitable.co.uk 


0345 


BARCLAYS' 


*0345 NUMBERS ARE CHARGED AT LOCAL RATES AND CAN Of*Y BE ACCESSED FROM WITHN THE UK. TBJB>HONE CALLS TO THIS NUM BER MAY BE 
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J ayesh Manek appeared to 
be something of a market¬ 
ing man’s dream. An 
entrepreneur businessman 
with a Midas touch when it 
^came to choosing stock, 

/ As winner of The Sunday 
Ttmes Fantasy Fund Manage¬ 
ment competition for two 
years in succession, Mr 
Manek managed comfortably 
to beat professional fund man¬ 
agers. In 1994, the first year 
the competition was launched, 
Mr Manek turned a notional 
£10 million into more than 
£500 million, while in the 
second year Mr Manek turned 
£10 million in to £58 million. 
On both occasions he won The 
Sunday Times jackpot prize of 
£100.000. 

Mr Manek’s success cap¬ 
tured the imagination of Sir 
John Templeton, the multi¬ 
millionaire Bermuda busi¬ 
nessman, who founded 
Templeton Investment Man¬ 
agement. He was so im- 
pressed by the results of the 
competition thaL he gave Mr 
Manek a total of £10 million to 
invest — and he has turned it 
to around £15 million. 

On the back of his success in 
the competition, after sitting 
the requisite exams. Mr 
Manek decided to launch his 
own UK-based unit trust com¬ 
pany, with a fund geared 
towards growth rather than 
income. The fund has attract¬ 
ed nearly £100 million since its 
launch at the end of last year. 
Around 18,000 people have 
investments in the fund. 

The advertising campaign 
y’ used to bring in the money 
played heavily on Mr Manek’s 
wins in the competition. How¬ 
ever, in recent weeks the basis 
of the competition and the 
advertisements have come 
under attack in the press, and 
it has become clear that in the 
contest's first year it was 
possible to select stodc after 
prices had moved. 

Weekly entries to the compe¬ 
tition had to be relumed by the 
Wednesday, although the cal¬ 
culations were made on move¬ 
ments in the stock prices 
during the week. All competi¬ 
tors could take advantage of 
this loophole, and according to 
The Sunday Times many did. 
. including Mr Manek. Around 
19,000 people entered a total of 
40.000 funds. 

In the following year the 
rules were tightened up to 
prevent the competitors from 
using real stock movements 
when selecting their shares. 

Brendan Keane, promotions 
executive at The Sunday 
Times, said: “There were a few 
hardcore serious players who 
used the rules in this way.” 
Many of these, like Mr 
Manek, made multiple entries 
in both contests. Mr Manek 
won in the second year where 
1Z000 people entered a total of 
18,000funds.’ 1 
Contrary to press reports, 
the advertisements featuring 
the information about Mr 
Manek's wins in the competi¬ 
tion have been cleared by the 
Personal Investment Author¬ 
ity — the advertisements are 
not being investigated. 

Here The Times answers 
some basic questions about 
Mr Manek and his company. 


What is Mr Manek’s 
background? 




What is 
the truth 
behind 
Manek? 


Caroline Merrell examines the double 
Fantasy Fund winner who decided 
to set up his own unit trust company 


pharmacist at Brighton Poly¬ 
technic then, with his family, 
he set up a chain of chemists 
and this was eventually sold to 
Boots. 

His interest in the stock 
market came initially from 
buying up privatisation 
shares, until he won the 
competition. He decided to set 
up Manek Investment Man¬ 
agement (MIM) with his 
brother Hasu, offering a fund 
that invested in UK 
companies. 

The company was not 
Manek's first foray into invest¬ 
ment management. He is an 
adviser on a dose-ended Mau¬ 
ritius-based fund investing in 
Indian stock. The fund is 
offered through a link with 
ASK Raymond James, a joint 
venture company. The fund 
has fallen 6 per cent since 
launch, but a comparative 
index of Indian shares is down 
30 per cent. Mr Manek points 
out that the fund is an emerg¬ 
ing market offering, which 
means that anyone invested 
should take a long-term view. 

Mr Manek had a six-month 
contract which ended last year 
with Merrill Lynch, the securi¬ 
ties house — neither party will 
comment on his role. 


How does MIM com¬ 
pare with other hind 
managers In the market? 

The majority of other 
fund managers working 
in the industry will not have 
any business experience them¬ 
selves. Many, but not all. will 
have a degree in business or 
economics and will have 
started their career as part of a 
team running a fund in an 
established investment house. 
The lop managers tend to have 
at least four years' experience. 

Pieter Jeffries of Fund Re¬ 
search, an investment analysis 
company, said: “The highest 
rated fund managers are those 
that have managed to produce 
results in a bear market. They 
are also managers that stick to 
their strategy even if things go 
against them.“ 


Who dse is involved 
with Jayesh Manek? 


Hasu. Jayesh’s brother, 
is also an executive direc¬ 
tor of the company. Stanislas 
Yassukovich, former bead of 
Merrill Lynch Europe and 
former deputy chairman of the 
Stock Exchange, is non-execu- 

ANDRE CAMARA 


Mr Manek is a Ugandan 
Asian who arrived in 
Britain in 1971. He trained as a 



five chairman, while Crispin 
Money-Courts, of Courts 
Bank, Is a non-executive 
director. 

Mr Yassukovich said: “My 
role as non-executive diair¬ 
man is to help them with 
compliance. I also have to 
ensure that there is not too 
much deviation from the rules 
of the fund." 

Mr Yassukovich said that 
he felt it was important that 
there were new entrants into 
tile fund management indus¬ 
try. Over the last few years 
many managers have 
underperformed the market, 
which has led to the big 
increase in index tracking 
funds. He said he was im¬ 
pressed by Mr Manek's sim¬ 
ple approach to picking 
shares. 

Sir John Templeton’s en¬ 
dorsement is also important in 
the marketing of the fund. Sir 
John’s wealth is estimated to 
be more than £300 million. He 
said: "1 gave him a bit of my 
money after seeing the results 
of the Sunday Times competi¬ 
tion. Sure, it has - gone up. but 
other investments have gone 
up more." 


What is MIM's invest¬ 
ment philosophy? 


Mr Manek adopts a 
broadly bottom-up ap¬ 
proach to picking stock. How¬ 
ever. he will not pick shares 
when they appear to be at the 
lowest point. Instead, he will 
wait until they have gained a 
little momentum upwards. 

The fund is focused on 
around 50 or 60 stocks, rather 
than the more usual 150 
shares. Cashflow, competitive 
edge, and P/E ratios will all be 
considered when choosing the 
stock. His biggest holdings are 
Capita] Radio, Zeneca, Anile 
{formerly Cray Electronics) 
and JJB. Many fund manag¬ 
ers base their stock picking on 
this approach. 

What safety nets are in 
place if something goes 
wrong? 

MIM is regulated, 
which means that inves¬ 
tors benefit from the Investors 
Compensation Scheme (ICS) if 
the company becomes bank¬ 
rupt. The ICS will pay out a 
total of £50.000 per claim 
under the scheme. However, 
MIM does not benefit from a 
financially strong parent com¬ 
pany, like, for example. Deut¬ 
sche Morgan Grenfell. 

Its parent company Deut¬ 
sche Bank was able to pay out 
millions in compensation to 
investors in three European 
funds managed by Peter 
Young. Mr Young is currently 
being investigated by die Seri¬ 
ous Fraud Office. 

If something happens to Mr 
Manek, then' "Colonial will 
take over the investments. 


What has the perfor¬ 
mance been like so for? 


Jayesh Manek won The Sunday Times competition twice 


According to the'latest 
performance statistics, 
Manek's fund has risen by 14 
per cent and is twelfth in its 
sector of 163 funds. An average 
fund in the sector would have 
risen by 9 per cent. However, 
performance cannot be judged 
over just four months, espe¬ 
cially when the markets are 
soaring. Mr Jeffries said: “You 
really have to look over the 
longer term." 
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BOOK PROMOTION 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Save £1 on The Times 
Good University Guide 

edited by John O’Leaury 




V :. THETIMES 


guide 


T9 1 .' 


WITH THE growing diversity in 
British higher education, choosing 
the right university has never 
been more important— or 
rirffimh- 

The Times Good Umveariiy 
Guide takes a radically different 
look at Britain^ uraveraoes — 
and teDs you what you need to 
know to pick your way through 
the higher education maze. The 
bode features: 

• the unique league table of eveiy 
British university 

• suZifecrtystiljBa tables 
highlighting fte top universities 

• iiKfepfo profiles of all 97 
universities and the 70 Oxbridge colleges ^ __ 

• the top universiry cities: accommodation. rn#rtfife.sports— 

making the most of your budget . 

Tte cost to Times readers is C7.99 including p&p.savmg Q off 

the normal price. 

John O’leaiy is Education Editor ofTheHms. 

i" TheTims GoodUniversity Guide 
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Spectacular growth 
High income 
Tax free 

GT Income Fund boasts a 24-year 
track record of exceptional growth 
and a steady., rising income. Look at 
the facts: £6,000 invested in the GT 
Income PEP 5 years ago would now 
be worth more than £ 16,000 had 
you re-invested the income - more 
than double the return from even 
the highest rate building society. 

We're currently offering a 2 % 
•discount on GT Income P£P, which 
we believe makes it one cf the most 
attractive PEP propositions around. 

So if you're looking for a high 
performance PEP for a not-so-nigh 
price, call us now for a brochure on 
GT Income PEP. 

Call free on: 

0500 484 562 


Please return to: GT Global, Freepost. PO Ecx 1213, Bristol, 5S3 3F.A 


Please quote code: 74/4 



VALUE BOND PEP 


Bond PEPs. 
The wise choice 
for # 98. 


With the major equity markets currently 
trading at high levels, it may be prudent to 
diversity your PEP portfolio with a 
corporate bond PEP. In addition, we 
believe that there is the potential tor 
further capital gains from Sterling bonds 
this year, given that bonds tend to perform 
well in an economic environment of low, 
stable or declining inflation. The Guinness 
Flight Value Bond PEP is one of the best 
value corporate bond PEPs available. With 
a ‘AA’ credit rating", no initial charge, no 
withdrawal charges and an annual 
management tee of only 0.65% P-a-, rfs 
the wise PEP choice for 1998. 


GUINNESS FLIGHT 


INTELLIGENT I INI VE STM E NIT 



CALL 


0345 564 564 


Reference 376! 


Open 
24 hoars 


or simply complete the coupon and return to ‘FREEPOST GUINNESS FLIGHT (no stamp or turttmr address details needed). Abase 
send me rferfaRs of fte lMkb Bend PER 


Title 


Initials 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 
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TOKYO BLUES 50 

Graham Searjeant 
on the slump that 
just won’t go away 
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GOING BETTER 59 

The US has 
its decade 
in the sun 



Well worth the long wait, says Lisa^ n Sudden 


surge 
in house 





55 

Anne Ashworth 
on why borrowers 
need advice 


I t took Lisa Santi, 29, nearly two years 
to Find a house but when she finally 
set eyes on her modem two-bedroom 
house, the Coventry infant school 
teacher knew she was ready to enter the 
housebuying chain. The first-time buy¬ 
er had been saving long and hard and 
was able to put down a 5 per cent 
deposit on the £30,000 property. 

But buying a house for die first time 
was not without its traumas. It took her 
months to complete the transaction as 


there were several delays with the 
paperwork. Ms Sand said:*') found the 
house in August, sorted out the mort¬ 
gage in September and exchanged in 
November. The house had been repos¬ 
sessed. It was empty and I was 
expecting to move a bit quicker." 

Lisa has spent £10,000 redecorating, 
but the waiting has paid off. Since she 
bought the house, property prices have 
gone up in the area and she is confident 
she has made a good investment. 


“It wOl be a struggle to start with but 
as my salary is going up it will 
eventually get better. I feel much better 
with a mortgage than I did paying rent. 
I know that when I sell the place L 
would have made money on it" 
lisa chose an endowment mortgage 
with the Bank of Scotland after consult¬ 
ing her independent financial adviser 
at MacDonald Taplin. 

Susan Emmett 


F irst-time buyers looking 
for a cheap loan can no 
longer expect special 
treatment from lenders. In a 
reversal of previous practice, 
some lenders, including the 
Halifax, appear to be actively 
discriminating against first- 
rime buyers. 

The bank’s \ per cent dis¬ 
count for three years carries a 
cashback of £400 for home 
movers, but only £300 for first¬ 
time buyers. The Halifax says 
the payment is really a contri¬ 
bution to legal fees which are 
lower for first-time buyers 
who have no home to sell. 

John Carrier, chief executive 
of the Scarborough Building 
Society, admits: “Our most 
competitive rates are not avail¬ 
able to first-time buyers. They 
are a more risky proposition 
because they have no track 
record." 

Independent mortgage ad¬ 
visers said this week that first¬ 
time buyers could end up with 
unsuitable loans because the 
terms and conditions have 
become so complicated. New 
buyers could also be attracted 
to the few first-time buyer 
deals still on the market, 
which do not necessarily offer 
the best value. 

Ray Boulger. of John 


Honeymoon 
is over for 
first-timers 


Charcol. singles out Alliance & 
Leicester’s first-time buyers’ 
loan for criticism. The two- 
year fixed rate of 5.69 per cent 
is reasonable but there are 
penalties for leaving in the 
first five years. 

If you are buying for the first 
time, these are the issues you 
should consider 

■ Fixed rate or discount? 
Fixed rates will buy you cer¬ 
tainty for the first years of your 
loan whatever happens to 
interest rates. You should be 
able to fix your rate for two. 
three or five years at a level 
well below the current vari¬ 
able rate. 

London & Country Mort¬ 
gages says the lowest two-year 
fixed rate is 4.99 per cent from 
Northern Rock, while the low¬ 
est three-year rate is 6.35 per 


cent from Leeds & Holbeck. 
The Scarborough has a rate of 
6.14 per cent fixed for five 
years. 

The potential downside is 
that you could get trapped 
paying a high rate if base rates 
fall over the next few years. 
The counter-argument is that 
fixed rates as low as this are a 
good deal anyway. 

■ Penalties. All the above 
lowest rates are low partly 
because you are locked in to 
your lender for up to four 
years after your fixed rate or 
discounted term ends, going 
bad: on the lender's current 
variable rate. The lower your 
fixed rate or discount, the 
longer your tie-in. With die 
Northern Rock you have to 
pay 5 per cent of the amount 
repaid if you leave less than 


Limits are eased as loans rise 

H omebuyers are taking on larg¬ 
er mortgages to cope with spir¬ 
al ting house prices, and lend- 


H omebuyers are taking on larg¬ 
er mortgages to cope with spir¬ 
alling house prices, and lend¬ 
ers are easing borrowing limits as the 
housing market shows signs of return¬ 
ing to I980s-style boom times. 

The big lenders this week unveiled 
new products to tempt borrowers at 
what is die peak time of the year for 
housebuying. Abbey National is predic¬ 
ting a bumper spring mortgage market, 
and says loan approvals are already up 
20 per cent on a year ago. This week it 
launched a range of variable-rate 
cashbacks and combination fixed rates. 
Halifax is fighting for market share 
with the launch of 34 new mortgage 
products and rates. Other lenders, such 
as Cheltenham & Gloucester, Northern 
Rock and Birmingham Midshires, 
unveiled new rates this week. 

Woolwich has sent mortgage brokers 
details of how it will offer mortgages up 
to four times a borrower’s income, and 
other lenders are believed to be regular¬ 
ly exceeding quoted maximum multi¬ 
ples of 3.25 times income. Patrick Bun- 
ton. of London & Country Mortgages, a 
Bath mortgage broker, said: “Our 
average case she is now nudging 
£100,000 from £85,000 only a year ago. 
Most first-time buyers seek loans of 3.25 
to 3.5 times their income and lenders 
are looking to be more flexible." 

Simon Tyter. managing director of 
Chase de Veie Mortgage Management 
said: “We’ve seen nine years of price 
recovery squeezed into just 18 months. 
The number of transactions we are 
doing is also up sharply, rising by 25 
per rent over the last year.” 

Doug Conquer of Clark Conway, a 
London mortgage broker, said: “Prices 
in this area are still going up and up. 
and tenders are starting to throw money 
at borrowers as they have become more 
confident about (he st ren g th of the price 
recovery." He says he arranged a 
£120.000 mortgage last week on a 
Wimbledon flat where Bank of Scot¬ 
land offered a 115 per cent loan, in other 
words for 15 per rent more than the 
value of the home. He said: “The buyer, 
a young professional woman, is amfi- 



Young homebuyers are having to take on much larger loans to secure a home 


dent that the property will soon reach 
the value of the loan." 

Many lenders got stung with huge 
arrears problems after the last bouse 
price bubble burst, and were unable to 
daim from their own insurance policies 
where they had exceeded agreed lend¬ 
ing limits. Mr Bunion added: “It was 
lend. lend. lend in the late 1980s and 
there were loads of cases where multi¬ 
ples were exceeded. It got much tighter 
in the early 1990s. but lenders have now 
got rid of their bad debt problems and 
are looking to lend again.” 

B ut the picture is of a very uneven 
house market recovery across the 
country. Halifax says it is stand¬ 
ing firm on high loan to value 
mortgages, refusing to offer 100 percent 
loans. It also says that borrowers 


hoping to take on loans above 3.25 times 
their income will be disappointed. 

Borrowers are also being more 
discerning about the loans they will 
take on. After strong consumer pres¬ 
sure, many lenders have dropped costly 
mortgage indemnity premiums on 
loans below 95 per cent loan to value, 
and borrowers are seeking fixed rate 
mortgages without penalty periods. 

Mortgage packaging company Pri¬ 
vate Label is offering a 6.99 per cent 
four-year fix with no penalty period 
whatsoever, and John Charcol has a 
two-year fix at 639 per cent, again 
without any penalties. Clark Conway’s 
Doug Conquer said: “Clients are sensi¬ 
tive to being tied in, so reduced or reio 
penalty periods are very attractive.” 

Patrick Colunson 


A sudden surge in 
the housing market 
is a rite of spring. No 
sooner had the 
docks gone forward this week 
than lenders rushed out new 
loan ranges, accompanied by 
a crop of statistics showing 
that property prices are once 
more on the move after a 
winter lull. There are now 
reports of 115 per cent loans 
and of properties where 19 
interested parties come to 
view on a single Saturday. 

However, not all home 
owners are seeing their prop¬ 
erties appreciate, with houses 
in some regions increasing by 
the rate of inflation only. 
There is also some controver¬ 
sy over sections of the code 
that covers the sale of 
mortgages. 

Under the code, lenders 
must offer other information 
on their loan ranges or advice, 
accompanied by a written 
recommendation. While most 
big lenders will provide the 
latter, Lloyds TSB, one of the 
largest lenders, will continue 
with its current practice of 
offering information only, 
save in 12 ©fits Cheltenham & 
Gloucester brandies where 
advice will be offered. Lloyds- 
TSB says that its customers 
know what type of loan they 
are looking for. Its competi¬ 
tors believe that prospective 
borrowers need guidance. 

On Monday the Nation¬ 
wide reported that house 


prices 


48 


four years after the end of the 
term. There are deals with no 
penalties, inducting the Fort- 
man’s two-year fixed rate of 
6.49 per cent and Nation¬ 
wide’s 1 2 per cent discount for 
two years. 

■ Compulsory Insurance. 
Avoid this if possible because 
you will almost certainly get it 
cheaper elsewhere. But if you 
want to borrow a large propor¬ 
tion of your property's value 
and you have to take out the 
insuranoe to get a cheaper 
rate, it could be worth doing. 

■ Mortgage indemnity guar¬ 
antee (MIG). Some lenders 
make you pay an extra premi¬ 
um if you want to borrow 
more than 75 per cent of the 
property's value, which most 
first-timers do. Others, indud- 
ing the Halifax, Woolwich and 
Alliance & Leicester, have 
abandoned this practice on 
loans of up to 90 per cent of the 
property’s value. 

On a £50,000 loan, the MIG 
premium costs £600, so it is 
worth avoiding. As soon as 
you have to borrow more than 
90 per cent you will have to 
pay tiie whole premium. 

Sara McConnell 


prices have risen by 123 per 
cent over the past year and 
now stand above their previ¬ 
ous peak of the third quarter 
of 1989. On Wednesday the 
Halifax’s bouse price index 
showed prices rising by 0.6 
per cent in March, dose to the 
0.8 per cent increase recorded 
by the Nationwide. 

Neither lender expects that 
the stamp duty increases im¬ 
plemented in the Budget win 
deter the upward surge in 
prices. To the chagrin of those 
aspiring to relocate in more 
salubrious accommodation, 
the Chancellor doubled the 
rate of stamp duty to 2 per cent 
on properties of £250.000 plus. 
The rate on homes of £500,000 
or more is now 3 per cent 
While the Nationwide and 
the Halifax report that we are 
experiencing a pickup in the 
marieff . their stalwrirs differ 
in certain aspects. The Hall- 
fox's year-on-year increase is 
just 5 per cent against the 
Nationwide’s 123 per cent 
Both agree that the evi¬ 
dence of an upsurge in the 
market in London and the 
South East is incontrovertible. 
But tiie Halifax’s findings 
suggest that the rate of growth 
is more subdued in the North. 
In East Anglia, though prices 
may be rising, titty are yet to 
recover from the 30 per cent 
decline experienced in the 
slump. 

Anne Ashworth 
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You can still get a PEP with Fidelity. Apply today and 
you can take advantage of one of our top performing, 
low cost PEPs. 

Phone us now. Our lines are open between 9am and 
8pm today and until midnight tomorrow, when our trained 
executives will happily answer your questions. 

Then, if you want, we can fox your PEP application to you 
straight away. Application forms are available online too. 

You can also top-up existing Fidelity PEPs over the 
phone or online, with your Switch or Delta card. 

Alternatively, ask for your nearest Fidelity office and call 
in personally to pick up or drop off an application form. 

PHONE FOR APPLICATION 

0800414133 

WWW.fItiOlltf.CO.Bk 


■ye.--? 


Invest with Fidelity and you have the reassurance of 
investing with the world’s largest fund manager. 

We have more managers and analysts researching 
around the globe than any of our competitors. 

★ BEST SKIT TBBST GROUP 

SIBitiorti & Poor’s Blcrooai Awards 1087 

★ ‘PREMIER GROUP’ AWARD 

Hooey Observer Awards 1997 

That’s the reason our PEPs are so stockpiddn’ good 
and why we’ve won over 50 awards in the last two years- 
Call now to beat the PEP deadline. 

We’ll accept PEPs right up ’til the midnight hour. _ 

«—___ 
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‘I think 
I’d rather 
have 
malaria’ 



A mosquito piercing human skin. But malaria risks vary widely 


Matthew Parris suffered dreadful 
side-effects from an anti-malaria drug, 
and asks why doctors still prescribe it 


L eaving our pavement restaurant table in the ancient 
port of Massawa, I knew something was wrong. My 
knees went weak. Total exhaustion swept over me in a 
matter of moments. It was so unexpected. Ten minutes 
earlier we had been mopping up our plates, finishing 
our Eritrean beer and betting on the progress up a peeling wall of 
geckos in a vertical race for the insects around a single bare 
lightbulb swinging in the warm Red Sea wind. Mosquitoes teased 
— but why should 1 worry? I was on a course of Lariam, 
prescribed in Britain and purchased in London at the BA travel 
clinic in Regent Street 

One pill a week—it was as simple as that. My companions and 
I had been advised that Lariam was now the only thing to take in 
North .Africa because strains of malaria prevalent there had 
become resistant to die weekly Chloroquin and daily Paludrin that 
used to be part of the routine of the tropical traveller's life. 

Odd, though, that nobody working in Eritrea seemed to know 
about this. Locals and aid workers relied on the older 
prophylactics. Few in Eritrea had been persuaded (or even heard) 
that these were unreliable. I heard of no cases in which they had 
failed. Still, we for our part knew we were safe. I had no worries, 
having taken Lariam once before without ill effect — though I had 
abandoned the course early on discovering there was no malaria 
in a region where British advice had been adamant that we must 
expect it So what was wrong with me now? The walk back to our 
rickety hotel was only about 800 yards, but I realised 1 was not 
going to make it. Baffled by the suddenness and intensity of what 
had hit me, 1 did not want to scare the others. “Ill just stand here 
for a bit — you go on. I’m fine.” I said to the others. I hate people 

Continued on page 2 



Matthew Parris: “If side-effects are widespread, should the British medical profession be doling out Lariam like dolly mixtures, as seems to be their habit?" 
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‘After I had taken the 


Lariam my dreams 


became hallucinations 


rather like an LSD 


trip, crowded with 


dreadful images’ 


Continued from page 1 

who make a scene about feeling 
unwell. One friend stayed behind. 
He knew me well enough to know 
that if I was unwilling to walk, 
something must be seriously 


wrong. 

1 am 48.1 have felt disinclined to 


walk often enough. I have never, 
never in my life, however ill. 
however exhausted, felt unable to 
walk. I steadied myself against a 
telephone pole. 

And now I realised 1 was unable 
to stand. Unless you are like me. 
blessed with a robust constitution 
and accustomed to pushing your 
way through the occasional infir¬ 
mities that come your way, you will 
hardly know how shocking it was 
not to be able to stand up. I 
collapsed on to my haunches, head 
down, close to fainting. Julian 
hovered. But I never want attention 
when \ feel had, i just want 
everyone to go away. 

It is embarrassing to write this, 
but at this point I lost control over 
my stomach muscles. I had not 
been remotely aware of an upset 
stomach — not even indigestion. 
None of the others had either and 
nor did they later. And within ten 
minutes my stomach would return 
to normal, it felt more like an 
internal muscular failure than 
anything to do with what I had 
eaten. 1 just managed to get my 
shorts down in time. Julian hov¬ 
ered further off. 

And after that I recovered. 
Enough strength returned to stand 
up. walk gently back to the hotel, 
crash out on to my pallet-bed 
beneath a slowly turning fan and 
pass out for ten hours. I awoke next 
morning feeling back to normal. 

Well, almost. In fact there had 
been a whole dutch of small health 
worries, none of them serious, none 
of them enough to spoil an incredi¬ 
ble new year holiday in the Horn 
of Africa; but all of them together 
adding to a nagging anxiety about 
that course of Lariam. 

As soon as I began the course two 
weeks before leaving Britain, my 
night-time dreams turned weird. 
Strange, grotesque dreams, often 
with a horrific edge. Monstrous, 
hideous faces would loom at me, 
waking me in the night One night I 


murdered all my brothers and 
sisters in my dreams. A few nights 
later I murdered my parents, too. 

Twenty-five years ago at univer¬ 
sity in America I tried LSD. That 
was a bad trip, causing mild para¬ 
noia. turning the faces of vagrants 
in the street into parodies of 
ugliness and arousing a desire to 
obliterate them — easily sup¬ 
pressed but impossible to ignore. 
Now. after the Lariam. my dreams 
were taking a distinct turn the 
same way. crowded with dreadful 
images. . 

Why do 1 blame the'Lariam? 1 
cannot be sure, but it was after the 
Lariam that problems began and 
some of my travelling companions 
reported similar experiences: trou¬ 
bled sleep, violent or bizarre 
dreams. None, however, experi¬ 
enced any other side-effects. 

Lite the itching skin. This both¬ 
ered me. I do not suffer from skin 
complaints. Over half a century a 
man gets to know his own body, his 
strengths and weaknesses. I do 
sore throats and hacking coughs; 1 
do not do rashes. Yet now, arms 
and legs and the palms of my 
hands kept itching. So could that be 
the drug, I asked myself? 
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Matthew Parris, right, in Eritrea. He stopped taking Lariam after he collapsed but it took months for the side-effects, including hallucinations, to fade completely 


A lso, there was an odd taste 
in my mouth. This is hard 
to describe — and was the 
mildest of sensations and 
not a problem at albut I think 
the chemical composition of my 
saliva must have altered. My 
mouth just tasted different Some 
food seemed to taste strange, too. 
Tea. in particular (and to a lesser 
extent coffee), took on a faint but 
disoemibly bitter edge. 

That was three months ago and 
only now is it beginning to fade. It 
was as though some small but 
discernible chemical change had 
occurred to the internal balances 
within my body. Amputation I can 
face, but this sort of thing really 
scares me. 

Finally, there were the hallucina¬ 
tions. Inis I can, with utmost con¬ 
fidence, ascribe to the Lariam for 
they seemed linked to the dreams.;, 
They were unsensational but un¬ 
mistakable. When I dosed my eyes, 
instead of the vague shapes and. 
colours that often swim before us;'I 


DR THOMAS STUTTAFORD WRITES 


GEOFF MOOflE 



Lariam; hallucinations have become an urban myth 


GILBERT PINFOLD hallu¬ 
cinated on a cruise, a sufficient¬ 
ly rare event for a traveller for it 
to be the pivotal point in Evelyn 
Waugh’s novel The Ordeal of 
Gilbert Pinfold. Now. Lariam 
mefloquine, an anti-malarial 
preparation, may give some 
unsuspecting globetrotters hal¬ 
lucinations in rather less recon¬ 
dite circumstances. but the only 
record of them will be on a form 
reporting another side-effect 
The neuro-psychiatric side- 
effects of lariam have promoted 

it to the realms of _ 

urban myth. These 
not only indude its 
ability to cause hallu¬ 
cinations. acute de¬ 
pression and other 
serious psychiatric 
symptoms, but also 
dizziness, sleepless¬ 
ness and poor mus¬ 
cle co-ordination. A 
specific syndrome 
has been identified 
which indudes delir¬ 
ium. rigors and 
temperature. 


The good 
news is 
that side- 
effects 
are rare’ 


high 


The good news is that these 
effects are comparatively rare. 
Several surveys have shown 
that neuro-psychiatric side-ef¬ 
fects are no greater with Lariam 
than with other anti-malariais. 
One problem is that much of die 
work has been done with tough, 
male soldiers (the side-effects 
are more common in women). 
However, when ordinary travel¬ 
lers are studied it seems there is 
a slightly greater risk of all 
neuro-psychiatric events in 
those on Lariam. 

The neuro-psychiatric symp¬ 
toms are dose-related and are 
ten times more Likely to be seen 
in patients being treated for 
malaria than they are in travel¬ 
lers taking smaller doses to keep 


the disease at bay. Travellers 
who have a history of epilepsy, 
any adverse reactions to stress, 
depression or other psychologi¬ 
cal symptoms should not take 
Lariam. Also, travellers should 
take their first dose a fortnight 
before they leave. This precau¬ 
tion would allow any untoward- 
affects to be detected early. 

The other potentially danger¬ 
ous side-effect is that Lariam 
can interact with betablockers 
and possibly other heart drugs. 
Lariam should not be pre- 

_ scribed with these 

drugs, and the 
cardio-toxic effect of 
some of the older 
anti-depressants is 
another reason why 
depressed patients 
should use other 
anti-malariais. Lar¬ 
iam has also caused, 
extremely rarely, oes¬ 
ophageal ulceration 
and Slevens-Johnson 

Syndrome, a severe 
of the skin. More 
Lariam, like other 
causes gastro- 


ulceration 
frequently 
anti-malariais. 
intestinal ill-effects. 

The side-effects of Lariam 
should not obscure its useful¬ 
ness. It is effective against 
strains of malaria that are 
resistant to Chloroquine and 
Paiudrine Proguanil. It is 
therefore to be recommended 
where strains of malaria caused 
by tite parasite Plasmodium fal¬ 
ciparum. which is potentially 
fatal abound and where resis¬ 
tance levels are high. I have 
taken Lariam many times and 
neither lapsed into deep melan¬ 
choly nor dropped dead from 
cardiac arrhythmia. I like the 
simple way it is taken, once a 
week, and recommend it when 
there are no contra-indications. 


would see faces. They did not 
appear at once, but began to form 
from the abstract patterns that float 
before the brain. It was like that 
game of finding forms and faces in 
a swirling cloud — except that the 
faces were finding me. 1 could not 
turn them off — they took shape of 
their own accord. They were tor¬ 
tured and intricate, like intense, 
fussy pencil-drawings. 

I had not worried unduly about 
any of these symptoms. We are all 
troubled from time to time by little 
problems or odd changes in our 
mental or physical form, and 
individually each was minor. 

That they might be in some way 
linked, and linked to the malaria 
prophylactic I was taking, was a 
suspicion only half-forming in my 
mind. It was unproved. It still is. 
Maybe I was being unfair. Maybe I 
was getting paranoid — ah. para¬ 
noid — maybe that was the Lariam. 
too? 

So afierthat brief but sensational 
collapse in Massawa I stopped 
taking it f stopped taking any¬ 
thing.. The risk of malaria was a 
risk of an old. familiar ailment and. 
strange as this may sound, that was 
a risk I preferred to this frighten¬ 
ingly unfamiliar drug. It was a sign 
of how panicky.one gets. 

The symptoms continued. It has 
taken months for them to fade. On 
return from Eritrea I was stricken 
by another malady I have hardly 
experienced before — a fever in 
which 1 would wake in the night, by 
turns hot and sweating, or shiver¬ 
ing. By day I felt better and so 
carried on working, but once, at a 
particularly bad moment in the 
small hours. I took my temperature 
which was 101 These symptoms 
are not dissimilar to those of 
malaria so I decided to give It a 
week and, if no better, go to the 
Hospital for Tropical Diseases in 
London. 

I never see the point of GPs in, 
these matters. If the problem is 
serious they will presumably send 
you to a specialist I know when the 
problem is serious so I would 
rather go straight to the specialist 
Besides, it was British doctors 
(though not my GP) who put me on 
to Lariam in the first place. I lack 
confidence in these people. I don't 
think they know very much. 

Anyway, by the end of the week I 
was better. Had Lariam been the 
cause of this ailment too? By now 1 
really was well able to understand 
how sufferers from organophos- 
phate poisoning or Gulf War 
syndrome begin to find — or 
imagine — a link between every 
physical ailment. 


common unwanted effects: feeling 
or being sick, dizziness, vertigo, loss 
of balance, headache, sleepiness, 
sleep-problems, diarrhoea, stom¬ 
ach ache. If you feel dizzy, do not 
drive or carry out tasks requiring a 
high degree of co-ordination. 

“Less common unwanted effects: 
Effects on nervous system: psychi¬ 
atric reactions which may be 
disabling and last for more than 
several weeks. 

“These include unusual changes 
in mood or behaviour, feelings of 
worry or anxiety, depression, feel¬ 
ings of persecution, crying, aggres¬ 
sion, restlessness, forgetfulness, 
agitation panic and hallucinations. 
Other neurological reactions in¬ 
clude fits, pins and needles, visual 
disturbances, ringing m the ears, 
co-ordination problems and 
shaking hands. 

“Effects on circulation: changes 
to blood pressure or heart rate, 
palpitations (awareness of thump¬ 
ing of your heartbeat). 

“Effects on skin/scalp: skin rash, 
itching, hair-loss. In rare cases skin 
reactions may be serious. 

■ “Other effects: Feeling of weak¬ 


ness, muscle cramps, joint pains, 
muscle pains, tiredness, fever or 
chills, loss of appetite, a change in 
the level of certain factors (eg whhe 
blood cells, platelets, enzymes) in 
your blood." 

One should not generalise from 
one’s own particular case: but if my 
problems are widespread l ques¬ 
tion whether the British medical 
profession should be doling out this 
stuff like dolly mixtures, as seems 
to be their habit with drugs. 


P eople talk of malaria as the 
great no-no. I realise it can 
kill. It does kill, in huge 
numbers. But I also know 
that the overwhelming majority of 
those who get malaria do not die. 
And, like any experienced tropical 
traveller. 1 'understand — what 
British travel clinics seem unwill¬ 
ing to admit — that the risk of 
getting malaria varies enormously, 
from very high to almost nil. de¬ 
pending on the place, the length of 
exposure, the altitude, the time of 
year, and the number of mosquito 
bites (specifically anopheles mos¬ 
quito bites) likely to be sustained 


during the period of exposure to 
risk. 

The attitude one encounters 
among British doctors — that if 
there is any risk of a mosquito bite 
in an area'where malaria has ever 
been reported, then one should take 
the whole course of prophylactics — 
seems to be a kind of irresponsibil¬ 
ity masquerading as super-caution. 
One of the hidden costs of mind¬ 
lessly prescribing thf maximum 
protection is that the practice 
breeds scepticism among patients; 
we start taking everything we are 
advised to take with a pinch of salt 
I am a living example, for I am now 
emotionally disposed not to believe 
anything British doctors advise me 
about malaria. 

The profession should think 
again. For we know that all 
malaria prophylactics damage 
health. From what Ecstasy-users 
tell me. and from the figures we 
have for Ecstasy damage. 1 am 
convinced that Lariam may be 
more dangerous — but when did 
the Daily Mail ever splash a ' 
Lariam scare on its front page? 

Into the left-hand column of any 


Malaria: prophylactic or no? bal¬ 
ance-sheet, therefore, and against 
the cost of the preventive, we 
should enter a real if modest figure 
for physical damage. That being so. 
it cannot be the case that any risk of 
malaria, however small, entered 
into the right-hand column. Costs 
of rejecting the preventive, we 
should enter a real if modest figure 
for physical damage. 

That being so, it canriot be the 
case that any risk of malaria, 
however small, entered into die 
right-hand column, costs of reject¬ 
ing the preventive, trumps the left- 
hand column. We are pining a 
certainty of modest damage against 
a possibility of large damage, ft is 
necessary to do the sum. Not all 
insurance is rational. 

I know what Dr Stuttaford will 
say. He will castigate me for not 
reacting at once to my early 
anxieties, and seeking advice. Bin 
from whom? The profession that 
put me on this stuff in the first 
place? No, 1 am learning a different 
approach to prescribed drugs. Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, put the 
idea in my head: just say no. 


T he next problem, 1 am con¬ 
vinced, was the Lariam. I 
had been off ft now for 
about four weeks. My 
palms and soles began to itch 
again. During the night this be¬ 
came maddening. One rught I 
switched on the light to inspect my 
hands and feet, by now afflicted 
with pins and needles as well as 
itching. Palms and soles had 
turned an orange colour. Wrists 
and ankles were monied. 1 had 
never experienced this before. 

The next night it was the same, 
but slightly less so. By the end of the 
week this. too. had completely 
disappeared. 

The dreams, meanwhile, were 
returning to normal. The hallucina¬ 
tions had gone — a pity really — f 
was beginning to find these inter¬ 
esting. The fever has never re¬ 
turned. nor the faintness or 
Stomach seizure. And the good taste 
of tea is slowly coming tack. I am 
fine again. 

But I will never take Lariam 
again. I have since read the blurb 
included with the pills. I had not 
read this before 1 experienced the 
problems above. First there was a 
list of ihe categories of patient who 
should not take Lariam: 1 fell into 
none of these, so reading the blurb 
(which I should have done at the 
outset) would not have put me off 
taking the drug. 

Let me quote verbatim: “Most 


Howl survived malaria 


NickWapshott 


decided not to 


take the tablets 


- but he paid a 


high price 


A t first I thought it was jet 
lag. Two days back from 
India and I felt slightly 
strange, but not alarmingly so. 
The time difference between Brit¬ 
ain and the sub-continent cannot 
always be easily shrugged off. 
Then by Wednesday I thought I 
was catching a cold, which was 
irritating. Two weeks of warmth 
in Goa and Maharashtra over 
Christinas had obviously gone to 
waste. And by Friday I was 
convinced I was going down with 
flu, which was also unfair. I had 
had a flu jab in the autumn and 
hoped to make it through the 
winter unscathed. 

At six that night I telephoned 
my wife to say. yes, 1 did feel well 
enough to drive to the country for 
the weekend, but three hours 
later, when I got home from work, 
I was in a bad way. I could barely 
muster enough patience to 
describe the sudden sense of 
wretchedness and debilitation 
that had overtaken me. And when 
1 sat in the car. waiting to set off. I 
was overcome by the first fit of 
uncontrollable shivering. 

For the two hours it takes to 
reach Gloucestershire I sat 
wrapped in a duvet, with the car 
heater on so high that my wife 
was afraid she would fall asleep at 
the wheel. Yet I still felt iefly cold. 
By concentrating hard 1 could 
stop my teeth chattering, but no 
amount of willpower could pre¬ 
vent the sudden jolts of shaking. 

I longed to be nicked up in bed. 
but dreaded the end of the journey 
because l faced a 30-second walk 
from the car to the front door. And 
when I finally buried myself in a 
foetal position under the bed¬ 
clothes with a hot-water bottle for 
company, t shivered so violently 
that 1 was unable to sleep. I have 
rarely felt so alone, so cut off, so 
incarcerated in my own body. 

The next morning I felt exhaus¬ 
ted but better. Although reluctant 
to leave my bed. I was at least able 
to take some interest in the world 
about me. But by afternoon I was 
huddled once again in an arctic 
gale. And in the early evening the 
first fever arrived and stayed until 



not cross my mind that we were 
all in danger of catching malaria. 

I have been travelling to India 
and other exotic places for more 
than 20 years and l used to 
swallow my malaria pills faith¬ 
fully. Then two things happened. 
My wife became pregnant and the 
doctor said she should avoid the 
pills because they might damage 
the unborn child. And so we came 
to think of the pills as poison. 
Then two summers ago I went to 
Kenya and, like Matthew Parris, 
was prescribed Lariam. 

While my family swam and had 
a good time on the beach, 1 
confined myself to my room and 
went quietly mad. I was so era# I 
did not even connect taking 
Lariam with the paranoia I was 
suffering. But when, after three 
days of horror, I stopped taking 
the pills, my sanity was restored. 


Nick Wapshott “At least I managed to kill the mosquito*’ 


midnight. Violently cold, then 
unbearably hot, this was plainly 
not flu. In the early hours of 
Sunday, I asked my wife whether 
she knew the symptoms for ma¬ 
laria. Looking up the disease in 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. it was 
like reading a guide to my home 
town. Yes, here were the rigors, 
the torrid temperature and the 
sweating. We telephoned the doc¬ 
tor after midnight and were at 
first relieved and then alarmed to 
find that she was to make a house 
call within half an hour. 

Looking back. I can dearly 
remember the mosquito that bit 
me and, a small crumb of comfort. 


that I had killed it In just two 
bites on my left arm it had infested 
my body with the blood-eating 
parasite. We were staying in what 
was once a model Mahashtran 
state-run tented camp beside a 
gloriously unspoilt beach between 
Bombay and Goa. But a few years 
of Indian neglect and maladmin¬ 
istration by an arrogant and idle 
former air force officer and the 
place was in poor shape. 

I was all for moving out, but the 
town was too remote and primi¬ 
tive to offer an alternative, so we 
stayed puL Even when inspecting 
the washrooms, which drained 
into a fetid pool in the sand, it did 


I suppose that travelling so 
often to India, I have become 
blas£ about malaria, as if 
familiarity with the sub-continent 
provides immunisation against its 
diseases. And this time, travelling 
to Goa and Bombay, which are 
not considered malarial, I chose 
not to take anything. So I felt 
particularly stupid, sitting in the 
Hospital for Tropical Diseases, 
behind St Pancras station, when 1 
confessed to the doctor that no. I 
had taken no precautions. 

Over the next four days, while 
waiting for the drugs to take effect 
1 came to know the daily routine of 
the colony of malaria parasites 
inside me which, promptly at four 
each afternoon, started multiply¬ 
ing by the million while 1 trem¬ 
bled and shook. Then, as the 
freeze turned to thaw, the mon¬ 
strous bugs would go on a feeding 
frenzy of my red corpuscles while 
J boiled alive. The relief of 
knowing that my illness could be 
cured was quickly overtaken by 
the dread of the dally onslaught 
During the rigors, the popula¬ 
tion explosion of the parasites 
made my heart and spleen swell. 
There was no room for food and 
barely space for the endless water 
I needed to avoid dehydration. 

This resulted in the only good 
thing L have to say about malaria 
— you effortlessly lose weight 1 
lost eight pounds in a week and 
have since toyed with writing an 
account of my illness called The 
Malaria Diet. It is cruel and 
uncomfortable and it works with¬ 
out fail. And when it is all over you 
are so grateful to be cured that 
being overweight seems nothing 
to worry about 
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The model 


mother to 


Prague’s 


forgotten 


children 


Prosper Keating meets the catwalk queen 
fighting for Western families to adopt 
the orphans of the Czech Republic 


I 


n a steel-barred cot, flat on her bade 
with arms outspread, lies a baby 
girl, perhaps a year old. Her head, 
framed by a halo of fine blonde hair, 
rolls rhythmically from side to side, her 
blue eyes fixing on some invisible point in 
her inner world. In a ward full of infants 
stricken by aD kinds of tragic handicaps 
from autism to polio of a severity not seen 
in the West for 40 years. I wonder what 
could be wrong with this beautiful child. 

Teresa Maxov a says: “She* two. Her 
mother was a junkie and this baby was 
bom an addict, but her mother was a 
ballerina from a good family." 

As patron of the Infant Institute and 
Children's Home on the outskirts of 
Prague, Teresa makes a point of knowing 
about every child in the home. She was 
one of the Czech supermodels who took 
the fashion world by storm in the early 
1990s. But she gave up modelling a ample 
of years ago to establish the Teresa 
Maxova Foundation, raising funds for 
children* homes and institutions 
throughout die Czech Republic, where she 
has became a celebrity. Her recent return 
to modelling was prompted by the need to 
earn a living, but she had other reasons. 

“As soon as I wasn’t a model anymore, 
doors started closing in my face when I 
tried to promote the foundation. People 
weren’t interested. As soon as 1 went back 
to modelling, the doors opaied again." 

The drug addict’s baby lives in a single¬ 
storey building in the grounds of the 
home. This is where most of the chronic 
and terminal cases among the home* (40 
or so orphans and abandoned children 
live, cared lor by devoted nurses earning 
less per month than the cost of dinner for 
two in a London restaurant. 

She* not the only one there tan a 
privileged background- A cheerful little 
Down* syndrome girl was 
dumped by her parents, rich 
doctors, because she didn’t fit 
in with their chic lifestyle. 

They offloaded her on to the 
home for free even though they 
are millionaires by Czech 
standards. 

In a bed beside her sits a 
bright little boy with a ready 
smile. He is perfectly normal 
and available for adoption, but 
lives there because his little 
sister has Down* syndrome 
and she is paralysed feom the 
waist down. Under Czech 
adoption law. siblings can’t be 
separated, so this litne boy will 
never live with a normal 
family unless they're prepared 
to take his sister as welL As 
Teresa cuddled the doctors' 
daughter, she nodded towards 
a silent little girl in her cot 

She was very proxy, her 
delicate face spared die usual 
cruelties of Down* syndrome. 

Her tip trembled like any child 
about to cry. so 1 stroked her 
hand with my finger and 
spoke softly to her in a 
language she couldn’t under¬ 
stand. I became aware of the 
nurses gathering around si¬ 
lently, exchanging looks of 
amazement Teresa said: 

"She's normally terrified of 
men. She screams and cries if 
she sees a man." In a ward in 
the main building lies five-month-old 
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A shot from Teresa’s modelling portfolio 


main 

Han Sun. His Chinese parents were 
working in the Czech Republic when he 
was bom. His mother was forced to leave 
him there before returning to China 
because she already had the legal maxi¬ 
mum of one child. 


W ere it easier for foreigners to 
adopt Czech children there 
would be queues of potential 
Western parents applying. 
There is a room in the home where 
young mothers wean their babies before 
abandoning them. Many are teenage 
prostitutes in transit through Prague on 
their way to the brothels of western 
Europe and Czech girls of Slav and Gypsy 
origin who cannot care for a child for a 
variety of reasons. They arrive at the 
home, have their babies, breastfeed them 
for two weeks and leave. 

It is often argued that such people 
should be prevented from having children 
but that raises uncomfortable questions. 
Do you sterilise them, as Sweden and 
Denmark did until recently, or do you 
educate them about contraception? The 
Teresa Maxova Foundation intends to try 
the latter—as soon as it has the funds. 

About 80 per cent of children aban¬ 
doned in the Czech Republic are of Gypsy 
origin. Those available for adoption lose 
out against blonde, blueeyed babies in a 
country where 45 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion admit to viewing expulsion, or worse, 
as a reasonable solution to “The Gypsy 
Question” — as even educated Czechs 
term it, in a throwback to the Nazi era- 
Those unavailable for adoption are 
victims of the Law of Interest, whereby the 

family can send just one or two postcards 


Nazi administration interned several 
hundred thousand Gypsies — only a 
few hundred were still alive in 1945. 

The Communists continued the pro¬ 
cess. forcing the remnants of a once- 
proud. creative people into an urban 
lifestyle. This led,, predictably., to alien¬ 
ation and social exclusion and. in turn, to 
unemployment, crime and social prob¬ 
lems such as alcoholism and drug 
dependency. Since the Velvet Revolution 
of 1989, Gypsies have provided an easy 
target for impoverished Czechs looking 
for scapegoats for the decline in their 
.quality of life. 

Today* Czech Gypsies are a lost people 
m a country run by politicians like the 
Social Welfare Minister who sacked every 
Gypsy working in unemployment offices. 

. Jt is widely rumoured that a recent 

television programme, Gypsies go to 

Heaven, portraying the idyffic lifestyle of 
Gypsy emigrants on benefits in Canada, 
was financed by a cabal of politicians and 
businessmen as propaganda armed at 
encouraging Gypsies to emigrate. The 
programme, reminiscent of Nazi funis in 
the late 1930s depicting the good life 
enjoyed by Jews who emigrated to 
Palestine, sparked a mass exodus of 
Gypsies to Canada. , 

When Canada imposed visa require¬ 
ments on Czechs, the Gypsies targeted 
Britain in *e belief that the authorities 
were unable to impose similar restrictions 
on entry- The plan backfired. The Western 

media turned its gaze on Czech pohnaans 

and businessmen who were hoping to 
channel future EU gram aid into their 
Swiss bank accounts. Outer embarrass¬ 
ments include an unrefonned Communist 
bureaucracy, endemic if trot epidemic 
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a year to satisfy the state of their 
continued interest in the child* welfare 
and some possible future intention to take 
the chOd back into the family — presum¬ 
ably as soon as it is old enough to earn 
money by whatever means. 

An American-sponsored Prague busi¬ 
ness magazine recently boasted proudly 
of Prague* new status as the sex capital of 
Europe 

The foundation is pushing fbrrefbnuof 
the interest and adoption laws, Teresa 
says: “We’re trying to make it easier for 
non-Czechs to adopt die children. Because 
of the bureaucracy only Orh; can adopt 
them, but that means that dark-skinned 
children don’t stand a chance." 

As she spoke, the eight-roanth-oki girl 
in her arms stared gravely into our 
photographer* lens. Suddenly she 
smiled. It was as if someone had turned 
on the sun in that drab ward. “Her 
mother abandoned her so she’s one of the 
few actually available for adoption. She* 
gorgeous, healthy and bright in character 
But here in the Czech Republic, nobody 
will take her because she* a Gypsy." 

West e r n ers with even a passing know¬ 
ledge of Gypsy traditions find it hard to 
befieve that such faniflyoriented people 
could abandon their children. But after 
more than 70 years of .state persecution, 
the disintegration of traditional Gypsy 
family values is hardly surprising. 

Persecution of Gypsies has been legiti¬ 
mate in the Czech Republic since an 
otherwise liberal republican government 
passed the Law on Wandering Gypsies in 
1927. A few months before Hitler* armies 
occupied Prague in October 1939. tire 
Czech gov er n m ent passed a further law 
establishing punitive labour camps for 
“Gypsy families and other wandering 
individuals”. Aided by Czech police, the 



Teresa on the catwalk and with an eight-month-old Gypsy orphan. “We’re trying to change the law to make it easier for Westerners to adopt these childr en" 


‘She’s a very 


pretty 


baby, but 


no one 


will adopt 


a Gypsy’ 


corruption at aH levels, soaring unem¬ 
ployment, uncontrolled organised crime 
and a high concentration of active neo- 
Nazis. The streets may be swept regularly 
and the trains might run on time but sex 
tourists can have a Czech teenager far a 
couple of dollars and politicians aren't 
subject to traffic laws, 

like other Czechs, staff at the founda¬ 
tion refer to Czech bureaucracy as “The 
WaB”. Teresa says: “There are too many 
bureaucrats, too many laws, too many 
problems. You can’t overcome red tape 
and you just fell into a black hole. It* like 
something dreamt up by Franz Kafka." 

Czech charity laws, aimed at preventing 
people from using charities for launder¬ 
ing money, make it hard for bona fide 
Czech chanties to function without dona¬ 
tions frqm abroad. Campaigning far the 
reform of these laws is another of the 
foundation* aims. Teresa channels more 
of her own money into the foundation 
than she is prepared to admit 

Some people in the fashion business 
sneer atlbresa* efforts and accuse her of 
operating the foundation as a tax loophole 
or a bored model* hobby or both. Teresa 
says: “People say ‘She* a model She just 
puts money in. She doesn’t care about the 
children. She probably cant have any of 
her own’, that kind of thing." 

Despite the numerous obstacles faced 
by Teresa and her colleagues, they do 
achieve successes. An auction of painting 
by sane erf the older children at a 
Christmas Ball in Prague Castle raised a 
staggering £18,700. Teresa also hopes to 
stage a fund-raising fashion show in 
Prague, along the lines of the recent 
Versace show at Nelson Mandela* house 
for a South African children* charity. 

Back at the hone, as the little Gypsy 
girl nobody wants to adopt laughed and 
played with Teresa* blonde hair, a baby 
boy slept in the corner, his perfect Nordic 
looks belying his Russian Origins. Adopt¬ 
ed within a short time of arriving at the 
hone, he awaits collection by his happy 
family. He is one of foe lucky few. 


• The Teresa Maxova Foundation is a 
non-profit registered chanty, inquiries to: The 
Teresa Maxova Foundat ion, K ovo 
Building, JankovcovQ2,170S8Praha7. Czech 
Republic. Tel *420-2-6082998 Fax: *429-2- 
66782909. E-mail: natema&bohm-n&Lci 


Barker 


BST&BU5HBD 1880 


TIME, 

GENTLEMEN, PLEASE. 



When you next think of purchasing a pair of shoes, Harrods suggests you 
take your time. Time to consider how often you will wear them, 
how long they will last, and whether they wiB look smart in years to come. 

Barker shoes are made from the finest materials and are the very 
epitome of the art of English shoemaking. Barker's commitment to quality 
is timeless and that commitment is as strong as it was 120 years ago. 

You will find Barker shoes at Harrods where we take time to ensure they fit 
And if you purchase any pair, such as the classically elegant 'Grosvenor' 
shown here, we will offer you a complimentary shoe care kit to help keep the 
effects of time at bay. Don't be too much of a gentleman to ask for one. 

Offer avoUable while stacks last, onrgifipeT customer. 


Men's Shoes, Ground Floor. 


4mMeel< 

I I KNIGHTSBRIDCE^ 


Harrods Untiled, Knighisfoidge, London SWJX 7XL. Telephone 017)-7301234. 
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■ LaJique is breaking fash¬ 
ion's stranglehold on 

■ London's Sloane Street with a 
flagship store, opening this 
month. The first floor has the 
company's trademark crysral. 
while on the ground floor are 
scarves, handbags and belts 
with crystal clasps and buck¬ 
les. Lalique. 201 Sloane Street. 
SW1 (0171-245 9090). 

■ The Roobarbe & Custard 

catalogue by Sarah Kurtz has 
seriously groovy kids clothes, 
including Lfoion Jack sweat¬ 
ers. “Kids want modern stuff 
they can run around in." she 
says, but grown-ups are snaf¬ 
fling the T-shirts too. Call 0171- 
835 0010 for mail order. 

■ Liberty’s - best-kept secret is 
its sewing school. Courses are 
held in the Regent Street shop, 
and you can tackle anything 
from beginner's millinery to 
advanced ballgown and wed¬ 
ding dnss techniques. Or 
book foi Christmas crafts. 
Call 0171-734 1234 for details. 

■ The Cube. Helen Bromov- 
sky's new shop, fuses her 
personal philosophy of luxury 
and simplicity. She sells Vol¬ 
ga's fabulous imported Rus¬ 
sian linen, plus her new Cubic 
furniture range, including a 
contemporary linen day bed. 
armchair and sofa. Find The 
Cube at 14 Holland Street. 
Kensington {0171-938 2244). 

■ The Hooie. in a convened 
Bradford wool mill, has one of 
the largest collections of con¬ 
temporary furniture in the 
UK. Look out for big designer 
names like Arne Jacobsen as 
well as Alosi accessories and 
Starck lighting. Open seven 
days a week. I0am-6pm at 
Saifs Mill. Victoria Road. 
Salta ire. Bradford {01274 
530770). 

■ UPDATE: With Easier next 
week. The Chocolate Society 
(01423 322230) has limited 
stocks of fabulous Valrhona 
French chocolate eggs, filled 
with fruit ganuciie and pra¬ 
line. CIO for 27 . .. Thorntons 
has a dark chocolate egg with 
crystalised ginger (£b.99). Call 
0800 454537 tor branches 
nationwide ... or why not 
organise the children with 
Festive Occasions' egg deco¬ 
rating kits. Call 01442 232334 
for stockists. 

Judith Wilson 


HERE’S one the horsey set is 
expected to lap up in huge 
quantities — covers for 
towbar balls. Anyone who has 
ever towed a horsebox will 
know that the towbar ball on. 
say. a Range Rover, is usually 
greasy and filthy. Rub against 
it and it can spell a nightmare 
for the dry deaners. 

The simplest practical an¬ 
swer has been a tennis ball 
with a slit in iL Now there is 
an amusing if somewhat 
juvenile alternative — Tow- 
heads. These are made from a 
rubberised plastic moulded 
into six character — horse, 
dog. pig. duck, alsatian and 
labrador — which slip neatly 
over the towbar ball. They 
might be perfect in the coun¬ 
try but would last a matter of 


Where Fortune smiles on food 


The satirist John 


Fortune loves to 


truffle in his local 


delicatessen, says 


Michael Cable 


,y 

ivourite 


CHHt STOPHEfl BARKER 


W hat appeals most to the 
veteran satirist John 
Fortune is the funny 
side of life. Bur there is 
one thing he takes seriously — food. 

It’s an enthusiasm he traces back 
to a severely rationed wartime 
childhood. “I can still vividly re¬ 
member my first sight of a banana," 
he says, savouring the mouth¬ 
watering ambience of his local west 
London" delicatessen Mortimer & 
Bennett “It wasn’t until I went up to 
Cambridge that I had real coffee for 
the first time and discovered things 
like artichokes and aubergines." 

Sampling a slice of the salami that 
Dan Mortimer imports from a 
small village butcher's shop just 
outside Boulogne, he adds: “Since 
then I've always had this fantasy 
that if I ever became really rich I’d 
have a man in a little green yan 
travelling around the country, get¬ 
ting kippers from Craster, salmon ' 
from Loch Awe and so on. In a way. 
that's what this place does for me.” 

Dan Mortimer and Di Bennett set 
up shop when Mr Mortimer was 
made redundant from a clothing 
company. A friend at a dinner party 
suggested they should go into 
business together; sue years later 
their establishment is a haven of fine 
foods for west Londoners. 

While Ms Bennett looks after the 
financial side. Mr Mortimer selects 
the goodies with which the premises 
in Turn ham Green are packed. 

Among the specialities of the 
house are a wide selection of the 
finest olive oils, up to 60 English and 
continental cheeses, and basketfuls 
of the wfld mushrooms and other 
edible fungi which Mr Mortimer 
collects himself when they are in 
season. “It’s a passion Dan and I ‘ 
share." says Fortune, one of the 
leading lights of the Sixties satire 




Mortimer & Bennett food haven 

A dab hand m the kitchen,-' 
Fortune is renowned among friends - 
for his mushroom risotto, made, 
with porcini and arborio rice which 
Mortimer & Bennett imports from 
Lombardy. 

John Bird, whom he first met in - 
his Footlights revue days at Cam¬ 
bridge nearly 40 years ago, is not a ■ 
regular dinner guest — but only 
because he is not that interested in. 
food. “He and his wife are vegetar¬ 
ians and John is really quite ascetic 
— he doesn’t drink and he eats very 
sparingly," Fortune says regretfully. 


John Fortune (left) with delicatessen owners Di Bennett and Dan Mortimer. He blames his passion for food on wartime rationing 


boom, now better known to a new 
generation of television viewers Tor 
his “Long Johns" dialogue with 
friend and comedy partner John 
Bind on Rory Bremner— Who Else? 

His interest in edible fungi began 
in Provence. “1 was intrigued to 
discover that every Monday morn¬ 
ing the papers there would print a 
list of the people who had died that 


weekend from eating poisonous 
mushrooms,’' he recalls. 

"They’re very big on hunting and 
gathering in that part of the world — 
it's a virility thing. But half the time 
they're not quite sure what they're 
eating. When 1 got home and found 
some parasol mushrooms in die 
field behind my house I went out 
and bought an illustrated book to 


make sure I'd identified them cor¬ 
rectly. AniJ I then was hooked.” 

It is often the fungi that look the 
most revolting that taste the best he 
adds. One of his favourites is the 
sponge-like sparassis which grows 
on the trunks of rotten trees and 
resembles a human brain. 

His wife, the film producer Emma 
Burge, got a nasty shock when she 


came on one unexpectedly in an 
overgrown part of her parents’ 
garden in the New Forest "She was 
poking around in some brambles 
when she let out a blood-curdling 
shriek-1 rushed over, thinking she'd 
been bitten by an adder, and there 
was a sparassis the size of a small 
car. Unfortunately, they’re no good 
to eat when they get that big.” 


T he pair, whose Long Johns 
routine has been expanded 
into a stage show, also have 
different attitudes to satire. 
“John is motivated by a moral 
disgust whereas I see the farcical 
side.” says Fortune. “I regard gov¬ 
ernments as an opportunity for a 
joke," 

The two of them are currently 
working on a Channel 4 special on 
the first year of the Labour govern¬ 
ment and he says that there is no 
shortage of material even though 
the Tories always seemed to be the 
satirist’s more natural prey. 

“It has been difficult to get a 
handle on what is ghastly about this 
lot It’s a combination of the authori¬ 
tarianism of a Labour Party with a 
big majority and the fact that they 
all hate each other's guts. It makes a 
refreshing change for us—after aU, 
there are only so many Jokes you can 
make about Michael Howard." 

• Mortimer 1$ Bennett. 33 Tumham 
Green Terrace. London W4IRG (0181- 
995 4145). Open Mon to Fri. SJOam- 
630pm, Sat SJOam-SJOpm. 


GADGETS 
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Novel idea: Towheads. 

minutes if left on vehicles 
parked in London. 

TWO YELLOW elephant 
heads help to make travelling 
snoozes more comfortable for 
children with the Metro 


Safesit neck comforter. The 
soft-toy heads are joined to a 
U-shaped tubular cushion 
which slips easily around a 
child's neck to support the 
head. It means children can 
doze in the car in a more 
upright position and not get a 
cricked neck. The Safesit is 
intended for children aged 
four to II and is great for 
trains and planes too. 

Tim Wapshott 

• Towheads, E6.95from The 
Gadget Shop (01482S60860). You 
can also orderTowheadsfor 
E7.50. including delivery 
anywhere in the world, at 

the Towheads website 
(http:/ / www.towheads.com). 

• Metro Safesit, £12.99 plus 
p&p.from JoJo Martian B(bd 
(0171-3525156). 



Stylish trolleycase 

only £49.95 (saving £20 on mrrp) 


Times readers are offered this styfish trofley-case far 
on|y £49.05 including free ddiwry and parkins, a 
saving of £20 on the mnp of £69.95. 

Specially developed for today’s business 
traveller and ideal far short breaks, die Omega is 
designed far maximum use of space and with a 
telescopic tow-handle, top and side carry handles and 
wheeled base, it is extremely easy to transport 

The main compartment combines a twofold 


zipped suiter ortinn far h a n ging shirts, jackets, anrl 
skirls, with a spacious suitcase area far other items 
and two sets of packing straps. 

Other feature s induct foiff front zip poefafc. two 
expanding, these being a folio section and an 
organiser nonqvirtiurnf with puree/waflet pwl»t pen 
loops, mobile phone holder, at 

Made from a durable tearproof fabric and available 
in Hack the Omega trofley-case measures36 x54x23cm. 


The Times trolley-case offer 


I enclose a cheque/postal orders) made payable 
tallnl tmitwll i y cauu offiar FIB38. 

Value 
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7) Brown 
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er snaffle 

bale 

srs. £155, 

• i 

Russell & 


Care Products. 


LEFT: Black 


jacket with velvet 


coflar, from £600 


shirt. £112. 


WC2 (0171-379 


1992). Had Silk 


tie, £65, Gucci, 


Shine of 


the times 


two-tone suit, 


£880; shirt, £330; 


W1 (0171-629 
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ABOVE: Grey two-tone cotton and viscose coat. £169. Morgan 
Homme. Unit 29, Queen Victoria Quarter, Leeds (0171 -383 3888) 
Grey linen shirt, £69.95, Jigsaw, 27 Brook Street, W1 (0171 -499 2521) 



*7 


X 


T he choice of a new 
suit is a serious 
matter, almost as 
serious as the buy¬ 
ing of a new carpet," Sir 
Hardy Amies writes in his 
guide to men's dressing. The 
Englishman's Suit. “But it has 
to be with a tie; a suit without a 


tie looks awful. 


This season, thousands of 


men will be taking the Savile 
Row couturiers words to 


heart forsaking the casual 
approach of last years dress¬ 
ing for that of the dandy. 
Bland black eveningwear has 
been replaced by a mass of 
bright colours, graded tex¬ 
tures and a shine that a Fifties 


encyclopedia salesman would 
have been proud of. It’s not the 
sheen strutted by John 
Travolta in Saturday Night 
Fever, but iTs pretty dazzling. 

Oswald Boateng. whose cli¬ 
ents indude Seal, Bay George, 
Angus Deayton and Mick 
Hucknefl. has taken shine and 


colour to their extremes this 


summer, with a range of two- 
tone suits that change in 
different lighting, from purple 
to green, or orange to brown. 
“Two-tone suits are a way of 
using bright colours subtly.” 
says the designer. “Although 1 
will use bright slashes of 
orange — for example, wear¬ 
ing an orange shirt with a grey 
flannel suit — using two-toned 
mohair is more subtle. And 
men are definitely taking to 
colour mom Just looking at 
the high street, it is evident 
even traditional shops like 
Austin Reed or Aquascutum 
are into it." 

Etro. the Italian purveyor of 
multicoloured garments on 
Bond Street has also entered 
into the spirit of our new 
rainbow nation, describing the 
mood of its peacock-like collec¬ 
tion as “experimental theatre 
in the Seventies, where light 
and shadow run after each 
other". U is as much about 
grand gestures as behind-the- 
scenes glitter. 

On the catwalks, the colours 
were as lively as the textures. 
As well as shades of grey and 
blue, there were hot. spicy 
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hues. Even Valentino man 
was decked out in shine an 
elegant “negligfc chic" that was 
fluid and soft, its glimmering 
fabric sending out what the 
company describes as “mod¬ 
em lights". Its denim suits, 
normally for daywear, were 
tailored and glistening too. 

Paul Smith also Joined the 
shine brigade, mixing satiny 
cotton with light striped vel¬ 
vets and silk crepes; to add an 
extra-dandy edge, his models 
in Milan wore dainty embroi¬ 
dered slippers in complemen¬ 
tary colours. Kenzo used 
traditional fabrics such as 
cotton combined with shiny 
manufactured textures; 
Ermenegildo Zegna utilised 
silk mohair mixes to give a 
luminous, iridescent quality. 

The colours of the catwalks 
may have been extreme, but 
the styles were conventional — 
something of which Sir Hardy 
heartily approves. “The suit 


carries with it the prestige of 
two centuries." he says, “and if 
you alter it too drastically, you 
destroy its powers and thus its 
value." The latest tuxedo in the 
collection, for example, is a 
single-breasted. five-button 
model with a velvet ghiJJie 
collar (see top left). 


O n the day 1 met him. 
Sir Hardy’s design¬ 
er Ian Garlant was 
wearing a thigh- 
length fined wool coat C*We 
never refer to a jacket"), updat¬ 
ing a dandyish style to fit in 
with a Nineties wardrobe. 

Sir Hardy may believe that 
a tie is essential for evenings, 
but Mr Garlant says that 
many of their younger clients 
are now wearing crew-neck 
sweaters in soft wool. “Many 
of our clients are international 
entrepreneurs who make their 
own rules," he says, “so they 
can afford to dress as they like. 


And if that means not wearing 
a tie. so be it" 

With or without a tie. to¬ 
day^ man can break out of the 
greys and into an array of 
coloured eveningwear. wheth¬ 
er it is from a high street chain 
such as Next (£170). Jigsaw 
(E265) and Marks & Spencer 
(£175) or a bespoke Savile Row 
tailor (about £2.000). 

Worn with the softest cotton 
shirts or woollen crew necks 
and the finest patent shoes, the 
evening suit can look both 
sophisticated and modem. 

Sir Hardy may not approve 
of these suits without ties, their 
cuts — or, most heinously — 
that the coats are unbuttoned. 
But he does admit, reluctantly, 
that the dress sense of young 
men is changing: “The elderly 
are advised not to criticise the 
clothes of the young," he says. 
“It is ageing.” 

Lisa Grainger 





RIGHT: 

Burgundy two- 
tone silk mix ait. 
£295. Jigsaw 
Menswear, as 
left. Red silk two- 
tone shirt, £ 112 . 
■ Agnes B. as 
above 


FAR LEFT: 
Purple-grey two- 
fore wool-mix. 
suit, £679, Paul 
Smith, 41-43 
Floral Street, W1 
(0171-8367828). 
Burgundy mesh 
V-neck T-sMrf, 
£70, Gucci, as 

above 


LEFT; Grey two- 
tone cotton suit, 
£300, French 
Connection. 99 
Long Acre, WC2 
(0171-3997200). 
White sheer knit 
T-shirt, £60, 
Helmut Lang 
Jeans, Browns 
Focus, 38-39 
South Molton 
Street W1 
(0171-491 7833} 
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THREE OF 
A KIND 


Simple rufflmkv that are 
eye-catching but not 
flashy will complete the 
peacock effect LG 

TOP; Hand of Fatima 
matt silver stud cufflinks, 
£85, Wright & Teague. 
Liberty, W1 
(0171-3368633) 

MIDDLE: Round stiver and 
pink stone chain cufflink, 
£29.95, Simon Carter, 
Fenwick, Bond Street W1 
(0171-629 9161) 

BOTTOM: Sterling silver 
cutaway stud cufflinks. 
£135, Aquascutum, 100 
Regent Street W1 
(0800282922) 
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Potato farmer Ernie le Feuvre unearths another lucrative crop of his Jersey Royals and prays die host does not affect the harvest “We are in the risk game,” he says 

Spud that struck gold 


T he first taste of its delicate, 
canhy flavour is as evocative 
as the cuckoo's call, a culi¬ 
nary confirmation of spring 
that no other variety of vegetable can 
imitate. In a modem world in which 
the seasons have been sidelined by 
supermarkets' ability to import year- 
round summer veg, the Jersey Royal 
potato stands alone; a one-off in taste 
and texture attainable not in Zimba¬ 
bwe. Kenya. Egypt or even the 
Canaries, but by farmers privileged 
enough to live among the million¬ 
aires and tax exiles on the Bailiwick 
of Jersey. 

The Jersey Royal, once known 
affectionately and accurately by the 
island's farmers as the Jersey Fluke, 
will grow nowhere else in the world - , 
not in England, France or even on 
neighbouring Guernsey. 

The result of this inexplicable quirk 
of nature is a hyge industry that 
begins with a trickle from the 
glasshouses in mid-February and 
swings into gear around now. The 
kidney-shaped tubers are prised 
from the precipitous potato terraces 
on Jersey's southern slopes until mid- 
June. when the English new potatoes 
take over the market. In that time 
almost 60,000 tonnes worth an 
estimated E27 million will have 
crossed the sea to Portsmouth. 

In the past few months 250 million 
seed potatoes have been painstaking¬ 
ly prepared, sprouted and tenderly 
inserted in the sandy and fertile 
Jersey soil. Every process, from 
rubbing off unwanted shoots to 
arranging the tubers on special 
sprouting trays and even the planting 
itself, is done by hand. 

High on the bountiful and fa¬ 
voured terraces, known locally as 
“eoti'ls". where ' the very earliest 
outdoor tubers are nurtured beneath 
sheets of polythene, even the back- 
breaking work of digging them up 
again has to be done manually. But 
for those farmers lucky enough to 
own or rent the early cotifs. the 
rewards arc fabulous, this week as 
the first of the Jerseys reach the 


Peter Birkett examines the mysterious history of a unique potato 
universally acknowledged as a breed apart - the Jersey Royal 

supermarkets they will command 
prices of up to £1-50 a lb. and that - 
means that even after the middle¬ 
men's cut. the earliest of the 150 or so 
Jersey growers can expect a whole¬ 
sale return of £1 per lb. 

The Jersey Royal began as a happy 
accident one night in 1880. when 
Hugh de la Haye, a farmer, gave a 
dinner for some of his neighbouring 
smallholders at Mont Codian, near 
Jersey’s capital, St Heiier. 

Earlier'in the day he had been 
presented with two huge, round 
potatoes by the proprietors of Le 
Caudey'S store on St Heifer's Espla¬ 
nade. and de la Haye. intrigued that 
one of the tubers had 16 “eyes”, or 
potential shoots, passed it around die 
dinner table as a curiosity. 

The guests were impressed and at 
the end of the meal, the potato was 
cut into 16 pieces, each with an eye. 

One piece was damaged, but next day 
de la Haye planted the other 15 on a 
eotil high above Jersey's Bellozanne 
Valley. 

The following spring as he dug 
tentatively at the new plants, de la 
Haye was stunned to discover that 
each had produced not only a large 
and very early crop but that each 
tuber was kidney-shaped. The Fluke, 
or Jersey Royal, was born. 

De la Haye, a deeply religious 
member of the Plymouth Brethren, 
spent the next 12 years increasing the 
seed stock, and in 1892 his grateful 
fellow farmers presented him with an 
illuminated address and a purse of 
gold as “a feeble recognition of our 
appreciation of the service you have 
rendered to your native isle by the 
introduction of the Royal Jersey 
Fluke". 

The potato's creator never married 
and died in 1906. Throughout his life 
he refused to capitalise on his 
discovery but left a legacy that was to 
bring prosperity to generations of 
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Humble potatoes perhaps, but Jerseys are not out of place at Harrods 


Jersey farmers who were able to 
produce large quantities of earthy, 
thin-skinned and firm-textured new 
potatoes weeks ahead of their Eng¬ 
lish rivals. 

“ A nd that was the secret," 
/l says former grower and 
/ A veteran Jersey exporter 
JL JLRoy Mouranr. “To hit the 
market ahead of even Cornwall with 
a product unachievable in other 
places. The miracle for Jersey was 
that it won't grow anywhere else." 

Not that it hasn’t been tried: fi rst on 
the neighbouring Channel Islands, 
then in England, France, the Scilly 
Isles, Israel. Cyprus and even Italy. 
“But the yields were almost zero." 
says Peter Bastion, chief oFficerof the 
States of Jersey Department of Agri¬ 
culture and Fisheries. “They have 
had some success with it in trials in 


Tasmania and the South Island of 
New Zealand, but happily they are 
not in the northern hemisphere." 

The mystery of the Royal Jersey 
runs deep indeed, but experts believe 
that its singular habitat is connected 
with the island’s southerly “tilt", 
coupled with a complex stress factor 
brought on by the recurrent exposure 
of the seed potatoes to viruses. 

"We constantly dean up the seed 
by sending it away for re-breeding, 
but when the cleaned seed returns it 
produces a great deal of foliage and is 
much later than the normal Jersey 
Royal." says Mr Bastion. “It takes 
some seasons to reach the old earli¬ 
ness and we believe it is the stress 
induced by the virus which makes the 
plant crop so early and heavily." 

That ability to beat the opposition 
by being first to provide a crop in 
bulk is the secret of Jersey's success. 


But for the island's growers, it is 
always a substantial gamble. 

One frost can put the crop bade by 
weeks — and that can signal ruin. 
Ernie le Feuvre, one of Jersey's potato 
moguls, says that the chance of frost 
is fus most constant fear. 

“We are in the risk game,” he says. 
“In the past few years weve been 
getting away with it, but we all know 
we are playing for high stakes." 

I f a frost penetrates the sheets of 
polythene that can be pulled 
over the threatened plants like a 
cover over the wicket at Lords, 
the damage for Jersey's potato farm¬ 
ers can be financially crippling. 

“The timing is absolutely crurial." 
says John Neal of the Jersey Produce 
Marketing Organisation. "Because 
once the English crop gets under way 
the price falls and it becomes uneco¬ 
nomic to transport the Jersey crop. 
Eventually it just has to be dumped." 

Despite the continuing clamour for 
Jerseys, Mr Neal is concerned that 
changing eating trends among youn¬ 
ger Britons poses a long-term threat 
to the potato trade. 

“Younger people are eating pizzas 
and pasta and are no longer brought ■ 
up to recognise the taste of the Jersey 
Royal," he says. "Part of our job is to 
educate them about that and per¬ 
suade them that the higher cost of our 
potato is a price worth paying." 


Mervyn Wycherley 

AN article (Fresh food, good 
taste and right royal ingredi¬ 
ents. Weekend, January 31) 
stated that Mervyn Wycherley 
had been sacked by his former 
employer. Diana, Princess of 
Wales. In fact Mr Wycherley 
was made redundant after 22 
years' service in the Royal 
Household and left on good 
terms. We apologise for the 
embarrassment caused. 



Spring is in the air - so celebrate 
the sunshine with a surefire winner 


from a truly vintage year for Alsace 


S pring has brought with 
ir one of the best Alsace 
vintages that I have 
tasted — the dean, concentrat¬ 
ed and intensely fruity 1996. 
Other great Alsace vintages 
such as 1990 and 1989 are at 
times so opulent and fat that 
they are hard to drink and 
appredate. 

By comparison, the 1996 has 
a healthy, fresh ripeness and 
aridity that makes it stand out 
from the crowd. 

The cool patch in September 
1996 that slowed down the 
vine's progress was responsi¬ 
ble for the length and strength 
of mouth-watering fruit arid¬ 
ity and flavour. And October's 
heatwave provided the neces¬ 
sary ripeness of a top year. 

This winning combination, 
together with the lack of 
botryzris, or noble rot, has 
produced some lovely, shin¬ 
ing, healthy, dry wines that 
faithfully reflect the true fla¬ 
vours of each Al¬ 
sace grape. 

The best news 
for drinkers is 
that the 1996 AT 
sace - vintage 
makes great 
spring drinking 
now. Because of 
its essential un¬ 
derpinning of 
aridity, it will also 
benefit from being 
cellared. 

Hugel* 1996 is 
particularly suc¬ 
cessful and the 
1996 Gen til from 
Hugel (Sains- 
bury's, £5.65) con¬ 
tains at least 50 per cent of the 
four noble Alsace grapes of 
Gewurztraminer, Riesling. 
Piriot Gris and Muscat 
To my mind, this elegant 
floral, violet-scented white 
typifies the fruit end flower 
garden wines of Alsace. Con¬ 
tact The Wine Society (01438 
741177) if you would like to buy 
some 1996 Hugels to lay down. 

The best of the bunch here 
include the tremendous green 
apple-scented freshness of the 
aperitif-suited 1996 Pinot 
Blanc (£5.95). 

The finer Jubilee Hugel 
wines, or reserves, are defi¬ 
nitely worth paying extra for. 
and the 1996 Riesling Jubilee 
(E13L50) is full of deliriously 
ripe and intense lime flavours. 

The 1996 Tokay-Pmot Gris 
Jubilee, full of tremendous 
gutsy spice (£14), shows just 
how good the Knot Gris grape 
was in this vintage. 

The Wine Society liked it so 
much it is even offering it m 
magnums (E95 for three). 

The Gewurztraminer grape 
did not fare quite as well in 
1996. but Hugely Jubilee edi¬ 
tion is a deeply elegant, spritzy 
peach.and grapefruit stashed 
bottle capable of lasting a 
decade or more (£12.50). This 
Wine Society offer closes on 
April 18. 

With mixed weather this 
spring, a good bottle to have to 


hand is a tangy. piquant fine. 
Serve it with a bowl of green 
olives, or toasted almonds as 
they do in Spain, and you will 
have arranged your own per¬ 
sonal patch of spring 

sunshine. 

Sherry sales were up by 6 
per cent here last year, malting 
the UK the leading sherry 
export market for the first time 
since 1990. The big fino brands 
such as Tio Pepe and La Ina, 
with their wishy-washy 
per cent alcohol, do not cur¬ 
rently inspire, so trade up to 
finer own-label offerings such 
as Waitrose’s nufty-yeasty I6i 
per cent Fino from Luis Cabal¬ 
lero. just £2.87 a half-bottle. 

Valdespino continues to pro¬ 
duce its glorious high- 
strength. high-flavour sher¬ 
ries. So plump for either the 
strong, yeasty, floral 16.5 per 
cent Detitiosa Manzanilla 
(Oddbins Fine Wine, £6.49: 
Lea & San demon. 301 Fulham 
Road. London 
SWIG. £6.95), or 
the fuller, richer 
[nocente, a great 
16.8 per cent Fino 
(Oddbins Fme 
Wme, £7.49; Lea 
& Sandeman. 
£7 .50). 

If it's a straight, 
spring-like white 
you want, try the 
latest 1997 vin¬ 
tages, full of fresh, 
newborn zip and 
zing. Western 
Australia’s fine 
1997 Ironstone 
Semillon-Char- 
donnay is one of 
its most invigorating vintages 
yet, with plenty or zesty, lemon 
and grapefruit finesse 
(Unwins. £6.19; Majestic Wine 
Warehouse and Fullers. 
£6.49). 

New Zealand has some very 
toothsome spring bodies, 
among them the 1997 Mon¬ 
tana Awatere Reserve Vine¬ 
yard Selection Riesling (Odd- 
bins, £7.99), which is foil of 
racy, floral citrus fruit that will 
warm up any dull spring day. 

C hardonnay and nesting 
are all very well, but the 
one grape that truly 
puts a spring in my step is 
sauvignon. No white grape 
could possibly be more ver¬ 
dantly thrilling than this and 
New Zealand makes some of 
the greatest in the world. 

If you want to economise, 
your best choice is Villa Ma¬ 
ria’s joyous, herby, gooseber¬ 
ry-rich 1997 Private Bin 
Sauvignon Blanc (Thresher 
Group E6.49: Oddbins and 
Victoria Wine. £6.99). 

If you are in the mood to 
splash out, your best New 
Zealand choice is the 1997 
Cloudy Bay Sauvignon. whose 
grassy, mouthwateringly flo¬ 
ral fruit is reminiscent this 
year of capsicums and green 
tomatoes. Here's to spring. 
NEXT WEEK: 

Easter wines 




Meet the original spice girl 


FROM the very beginning, 
Naomi Campbell wanted to 
be in the spotlight Her moth¬ 
er Valerie, a dancer, travelled 
the world from Athens to 
Tehran, performing before 
Aristotle Onassis and the 
Shah of Iran. She was an 
obvious source of inspiration, 
and to develop Naomi's tal¬ 
ents as a dancer and enter¬ 
tainer, she sent her to Barbara 
Speake’s school from the age 
of five. 

At 1Z Naomi started at 
Italia Conti stage school, and 
by 16 she had her first model¬ 
ling job. Valerie Campbell 
brought Naomi up with 
strong support from her par¬ 
ents. who cared for their 
granddaughter for long per¬ 
iods when their daughter 
worked overseas. 

Valerie recalls her daugh¬ 
ter’s youth as extremely hec¬ 
tic, filled with dance lessons In 
every step from tap to ballet 
“She was hyperactive in a 
very positive way. She went to 
school from Monday to Fri¬ 
day. On Saturday she went to 
Italia Conti, then on Sunday 
she danced in competitions. 


HOME COOKING 


Supermodel 

Naomi 


Campbell has 
always liked 
her food hot 


"I remember getting her cos¬ 
tume ready, malting journeys 
all over the place and watch¬ 
ing thousands of kids going 
crazy. Then there was the trek 
home. Sometimes there was 
disappointment and some¬ 
times she was high with 
excitement if she won.” 

Naomi had a healthy appe¬ 
tite to fuel this constant on¬ 
slaught of activity. “She loves 
Wegt Indian food — rice and 
peas and curried goat. She 
has always liked spicy food. 
She always liked her food 
very hot There’s only a few 
daring people who eat food as 
hot as she does. 



Naomi has exotic tastes 


“But when I cooked bubble 
'n* squeak once a week she 
detested it. She always used to 
get herself a sandwich or 
something from the tuck shop 
on that day." 

The budding supermodel 
was keen on restaurants long 
before her involvment in the 
Fashion Cafe. “I used to take 
her to Lyons tea shop for high 
tea. She used to like that 
There were no McDonalds in 
those days." 

Naomi's globe-trotting life¬ 
style means that she now likes 
to eat dishes from all over the 
world. Her mother says “She 
likes her rice and peas as well 


as all the exotic bits and bobs 
that she has discovered while 
travelling.” 

Not all of these "bits and 
bobs" meet with her mother's 
approval.' "I was with her in 
Milan and she was eating 
snails — 1 couldn't believe it 
She tried to get me to eat one 
and I said ‘you must be mad’. 
She was with her friends and 
they were showing each other 
how to pull them out of the 
shells. All 1 could see were the 
antennae." 

Despite a love of Italian 
and Greek food. Valerie's 
heart is in West Indian fare 
which she feels is underes¬ 
timated as a world cuisine: To 
this end. she is going to be 
guest chef on the Carlton 
Food Network, where she will 
prepare a range of her favour¬ 
ite West Indian dishes includ¬ 
ing Escovitched fish, creamed 
sweet potatoes, fried plantain 
and fried breadfruit. 

Joe Warwick 

• Valerie Campbell is on 
Food Network Daily on Carlton 
Food Network every day at 
noon from April 20 to April 24. 
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STAR BUYS 


Chardonnay Brut, 

Joseph Lefbvre, C6te cTOr. 
Sal nsbtay's, reduced to 
£4.11 a bottle or buy sbetor 
£3.90 each until April 18. 


Penfolds Magill Tawny, 
half bottle down £1 to £4.99 
at Victoria Wine or £5.99 
at Unwins, Safeway and 
Booth’s Supermarkets. 


Sainsbury’s Easter egg to 
the nation is a cracking 17.5 
percent cut on all its fizz 
— including champagne. This 
brilliant Burgundian 

mdthode 
champenoise is 
easily the 
best . With a 
fresh, 
lemony 
marzipan- 
scented palate, 
this dry. slim 
11.5 percent 
chardonnay 
sparkler could 
even cope 
with a slice of 
Easter’s 
simnel cake. 



Australia's answer to 
tawny port is this glorious 1! 
per cent Uqueur Wine full 
of dry. tangy, tealeaf-scenle 
spice. Magill Tawny is one 
ol the few 





wines l knew 
that can 
cope with 
chocolate 
— everything 
from sticky 
milk bars to 
bitter black 
Vatrhona. Wii 
loving 

chocaholics 
should not 
attempt Easti 
without 
Magill. 


BEST OF THE REST 

ihe better buy at £17?! down £5 Tarttin9e 

sax, it is lust £16 44 a bottle nth * ^ ou stum P up k 
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Cook 


Though small in statur e, quail has a big 
enough flavour to earn its place 
at the heart of any Easter feast 


L amb, chicken and rabbit 
spring to mind as suitable 
Easter luncheon dishes for 
next week, but since I have 
recently given recipes for all of 
these, let us consider quail 
These small birds used to be 
caught as game in Britain hun¬ 
dreds of years ago. but are now 
kept and raised commercially. I 
have never come across organic 
quail, but would certainly prefer to 
buy birds raised under this regime. 

Additive-free quail, reared cm a 
local farm in less intensive condi¬ 
tions than commercial quail farms 
have, in the past, been available by 
mail order from Graig Farm in 
Powys (01597 S5I6S5. fax: 01597 
851991). winner of last year’s Soil 
Association Organic Food Award. 1 
hope it will stock them again. 

Quail was the subject set for this 
year’s Roux Diners Club Scholar¬ 
ship open to chefs under 28. a recipe 
for four, using eight quail, and two 
appropriate garnishes. 

As a judge. I always learn a great 
deal in this competition, a worth¬ 



while one in the development of the 
next generation of chefs. The win¬ 
ner works for three months in the 
kitchen of the Michelin three-star 
chef of his or her choice. Stephen 
Love, last year’s winner, worked in 
Alain Ducasses’ kitchen in Paris. 
Previous winners have gone on to 
further success, such as Andrew 
Fairley, who has achieved a 
Michelin star in Glasgow at One 
Devonshire Gardens. 

It was disappointing this year to 
see no women entrants, a situation 
that hardly reflects modem British 
kitchens. There are several women 
chefs in the kitchen of Gary 
Rhodes, another of the judges, as 
there are at Le Gavroche and the 
Waterside Inn. both Roux brothers’ 
establishmentS- 

But bock to the quail recipes. 
Those with harmonious ingredi¬ 
ents were the most appealing: dial 
is. they did not try to combine 
Mediterranean with oriental fla¬ 
vours in one dish. One or two 
recipes picked up the cattles aux 


nzisias theme, and used raisins or 
grapes with wine or marsala and 
balsamic vinegar. The best 
garnishes played a supporting role 
to the quail, and did not dominate. 
Risotto, polenta and pasta featured 
in several redpes. and these go well 
with quaiL So too do lentils, 
cabbage, peas, leeks, mash and 
wild mushrooms. 

One garnish 1 particularly liked 
was a quail egg. lightly poached 
first, enclosed in a raviolo and then 
cooked and served with quail and 
cabbage. On the whole. I prefer 
quail to look like quail, rather than 
boned and rolled into a ballottine. 
If you plan to bone eight quail, 
leave yourself plenty of time. 

The following quail redpes will 
see you through Easter lunch and 
several spring dinners. 1 have, for 
each, suggested a suitable starch 
and a simple vegetable accompani¬ 
ment. Serve asparagus or arti¬ 
chokes for starters, a fruit fool for 
pud, and before that a green salad 
and some farmhouse cheeses, and 
you have a useful blueprint menu 
for spring entertaining. 

On the subject of artichokes, 
rather than waste the artichoke 
stalk by twisting it off, pare off the 
outer layer to reach the tender core, 
which is just as good to eat as the 
artichoke heart 

Pot-roasted quails 

Servos 6 _ 

6 or 12 overt-ready quails _ 

2tbsp fruit vinegar, such 
as raspberry _ 

2tt>sp BXtra virgin olive oil _ 

2 shallots, finely chopped _ 

6 sprigs fresh tarragon _ 

6-Stbsp good dry 

white wine _*_ 

Salt _ 

Freshly ground Mack pepper 


Trim and tie the quails neatly, if 
they have not already been mused. 
Rub them all over with the vinegar. 

Preheat the oven to 180C. gas 
mark 4. Heal the olive oH in a 
casserole and fry the shallot with¬ 
out browning it Strip die leaves 
from the tarragon. Break stalks 
into three or four pieces, and place 
inside the cavity of the birds. 

Fry the quaffs with the shallot 
until browned. Add most of die 
tarragon leaves, saving some for 
garnish, and the wine, and bring to 
simmering point Cover the casse- 


Frances Bissell 


role and transfer to the oven. Cook 
20 to 25 minutes. Place die quaffs In 
a china dish. Strain the pan juices 
over the buds. Season and garnish 
with tarragon. Serve immediately 
or cold, when the juices have set 
Suggested accompaniments: potato 
and garlic purie and steamed 
broccoli florets. 

Spiced lemon roasted quafls 

Serves 6 _ 

6 or 12 oven-ready quafls _ 

1 large lemon _ 

1-2tbsp extra virgin oKve oil _ 

itsp salt _ 

Itsp each black pepper, 
ground coriander aid cumin 



fctsp each ground 
cardamom, doves and cinnamon 
150ml chicken stock, white 
wine or water _ 

Cut the wing tips from die birds, 
and wipe thoroughly. Shave six 
spirals of lemon zest and put inside 
the birds. Rub with lemon juice and 
cut up the lemon and put a piece of 
lemon inside each. Brush with olive 
oil. then dust with the spice 
mixture. 

Brown the birds in a lidded saute 
pan or shallow casserole. Remove 
them while you deglaze the pan 
with the liquid, scraping up any 
residue. Put the birds back, cover 
and cook on top of the stove or in a 

hi . 


preheated oven at 180C, gas mark 4 
for 20-25 minutes. After seasoning, 
the birds can be put into roasting 
bags and roasted Suggested ac¬ 
companiments: saffron rice and 
braised, spiced onions. 

Quail, sorrel and parsley pte 
Serves 4 _ 

Breasts from 6 quafls _ 

150ml quail or chicken stock _ 

500g leeks, trimmed, washed 
and finely chopped _ 

25g unsalted butter _ 

500g spinach or chard, rinsed, dried 
and roughly chopped _ 

25g sorrel, shredded _ 

5Qq flat leaf parsley, finely chopped 
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3 free range eggs _ 

Salt and pepper _ 

225g puff, flaky or short crust pastry 

Poach the quail breasts in chicken 
stock for five minuies. Remove, and 
retain the stock. Sweat the leeks in 
butter for five to ten minutes, then 
add the spinach and herbs. 

Line a 1-litre pie dish with half 
the mixture, lay quaff breasts on 
top. and cover with remaining 
vegetables. Beat two eggs with 
stock, and pour over the mixture. 
Season with salt and pepper. Roll 
out the pastry and lay it over dish, 
pinching down edges to seal Make 
a hole in the top of the pastry to 
allow the steam to escape. Brush 
with remaining egg beaten with a 
tablespoon of milk, and bake in 
preheated oven at I80C. gas mark 
4. for 25-35 minutes. Suggested 
accompaniments: peas and boiled 
new potatoes. 

Quafls and quafl eggs with oriental 
flavours 

Serves 8 _ 

8 quails _ 

2-3tbsp traditionally brewed 

Japanese soy sauce _ 

llbsp dear honey _ 

2tbsp rice or sherry vinegar _ 

4-5tbsp rice wine or dry Amontillado 


Itsp Chinese five-spice powder 

Itsp freshly grated ginger _ 

2 tbsp groundnut oil _ 

200ml quail or chicken stock _ 

2 dozen quail eggs _ 

Toasted sesame seed ofl _ 

Fresh coriander or basil tor garnish 



Cut the quails into four pieces, two 
breasts, two legs, and use the back 
and trimmings to make stock. Mix 
the next six ingredients and then 
marinate the pieces of quail for a 
couple of hours, or overnight, if 
more convenient 

Remove from marinade and let 
the juices drip bode. In a heavy 
frying pan heat the oil and fry the 
quail pieces until just done, which 
will take eight to ten minutes with 
such s mall pieces. Remove from the 
pan. and put to one side. 

Pour the stock and marinade into 
the pan, and boil, scraping up the 
cooking residues. Reduce by about 
a third. Adjust the seasoning, and 
add a spot of lime juice if liked. 


PERFECT 


Rising to 
the occasion 

ONCE you have made your 
first souffle, you will wonder 
why you ever thought it 
difficult 

■ INGREDIENTS: To serve 
six: 2 tablespoons grated Par¬ 
mesan. 500mls milk. salt, 
freshly ground black pepper, 
freshly grated nutmeg. 50g 
butter, seven free-range eggs, 
five of them separated, 50g 
plain flour, sifted, and since 
the souffle has to be fla¬ 
voured. 75g cheese, grated. 

■ METHOD: Butter a 1-litre 
souffle dish and sprinkle with 
the Parmesan. Put three- 
quarters of the milk in a 
saucepan with the seasoning 
and butter. Bring to the boil. 
Beat the two whole eggs with 
die five egg yolks, flour and 
remaining milk, and stir into 
the boiling milk over a low 
heat Stir until the mixture 
thickens and remove from the 
heat Whisk the egg whites 
until stiff Stir the cheese into 
the sauce, and fold in the egg 
whites. Pour into the pre¬ 
pared dish and bake in a 
preheated oven at 200G gas 
mark 6 for 22 minutes. The 
centre of the souffle will be 
slightly runny when you 
serve it — this acts as the 
sauce. 

NEXT WEEK: 

The perfect prawn cocktail 


Meanwhile, boil the quail eggs, 
and shell when cool enough to 
handle. Pile them into the middle of 
a dish with the pieces of quail 
around them. 

Pour the strained sauce over 
meat and eggs, and finally add a 
thread of sesame oil. and fresh 
coriander or basil leaves for 
garnish. 

Suggested accompaniments: 
steamed rice or boiled rice noodles, 
and stir-fried Chinese leaves. 

• For further information about 

the Roux Diners Scholarship Club, call 

0181-9404144. 
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NEXT WEEK: 

Home cooking 


THE best tiramisu I ever had 
the good fortune to eat was 
made by Giorgio Locatelli at 
his London restaurant Zaffer- 
ano. It had the required rich¬ 
ness but more importantly, it 
did indeed pick me up. 

Tiramisu is so often too 
heavy and tins version showed 
a true understanding of the 
dessert despite being rich, it 
was also very li^hL 

It set me to dunking what a 
great fast pud it would be to 
make at home. But to keep it 
fast, one would have to forego 
making the sponge fingers. 
What makes it a proper cheat 


HENRY HARRIS’S CHEAT OF THE WEEK 


is obtaining good, 
fresh espresso cof¬ 
fee to give it that 
real kick. 

I am not going to 
give you a recipe for 
tiramisu, rather a 
variation that will 
give you a great 
pud. I have added 
some chocolate to 
the recipe, which will enrich it 
considerably. Sponge fingers 
and espresso coffee (serves 
foul). You will need: 


•\ rvrf: 


150g dark choco¬ 
late; 12 sponge fin¬ 
gers: 4 shots 
espresso; 50ml of 
rum: 250g mascar- 
pone 125ml whip¬ 
ping cream: 3 tbsp 
caster sugar (a little 
more will be re¬ 
quired if your choc- 
date is very bitter). 
Method: Take four small dish¬ 
es and place three fingers in 
the bottom of each one. Then 
mix the coffee and rum and 


pour some into each dish. Set 
aside- Break up the chocolate 
and place it in a small bowl 
over some simmering water 
and leave to melt 
Then place the mascarpone, 
cream and sugar in a bowl 
and add tbe melted chocolate, 
whisk this together, gently — 
you do not want the mixture to 
be stiff, rather a slightly firm 
yet sloppy affair, and spoon 
this mixture over the soaked 
sponge fingers. Chill in the 
fridge for an hour and serve. 
9 The author is head chef at 
Harvey Nichols' fifth-floor 
restaurant in Knightsbridge. 



THE DRINKS THAT TIME FORGOT 


JUST 2S years ago. H.P. But 
mer’s Pomagne was still mar¬ 
keted as“champagne cider”, a 
(very) cheap and cheerful treat 
for Granny. 

A big French “non" put 
paid to that bit of marketing 
genius, although Fomagne is 
still “tuntetT in the bottle, 
much as champagne is. 

For this, we have to thank 
Percy Buhner, who visited the 
Champagne region to study 
remuage techniques before 
launching Pomagne in 1906. 


Pomagne 

Residual yeasts fermented the 
added sugar to an alcohol 
level (abv) in tbe bottle of 6 per 
cent — until Italian spumante 
producers increased the duty 
on sparkling cider above &5 
per cent abv. Buhner’s retreat¬ 
ed to 53 per cent 
A cheapskate bubbly image 
has left Pomagne with some¬ 
thing of a siege mentality. 
Two future options suggest 


themselves: lose the “fake 
champagne* 1 tag by promot¬ 
ing Pomagne as a delightful 
accompaniment to (he Eng¬ 
lish table; Or Buhners, by 
Royal Appointment suppliers 
of rider to HM The Queen, 
might persuade those gentle¬ 
men of the road for whom 
rider remains a favourite, that 
by drinking Pomagne at £1.49 
a bottle they could cut quite a 
dash among their peers. 

Kate Stronach 
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^be hotel with 
the park attached 

(fince Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group 
acquired The Hyde Park Hotel last year 
Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park has been 
ottering travellers a style of service with 
attention to details that is unique in London. 

With magnificent views over Hyde Park and 
London's theatres a short stroll away 
Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park is the place to 
stay for the perfect interval. 

Tbe perfect interval _ 

£325per room per night 

• A-knury room for two. 

• Two tickets to your chosen play or miiscaL 
• Supper overlooking the park 
before or after the shew. 
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To reserve your perfect inierral please 
call rexrvatnns on OI7I-2J5 2®°- 
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Ekoland Dicksall 
Brombeer. Organic Apple 
and Blackberry 
Concentrate, E4J9 for330ml. 
From Planet Organic. 47 
Westboume Grove, London, 
W25SH (0171-2217171). 
Claims: 100 per cent fruit. 
Imported from Holland. 
Verdict Blackberry makes 
a difference, but its flavour is 
dffutedwiih mundane 
apple. TTie bottle carries no 
visible guidance as to ho w 
much water to add. ★★‘z 

Bottle Green Drinks 
Company Lenxragrass 
Cordial with Ginger, 

£2 SO for373d. Tesco. 

Sains bury. Somerfield. 
Waitrose and Booths. 

Claims: Makes four litres. 

“No artificial flavours, 
colourings or sweeteners.” 
Verdict: fiery ginger in 
competition with tender 
lemon grass makes an 
interesting combination. Less 
fa miliar and more 

intriguing than the others in 
this triaL ★★★★ 

Crone's Organic Apple 
Juice, £1.45 for 74d in cases of 
12. Fairview (01379 
687687). Also Infinity Foods 
and health food and form 
shops. 

Claims: "Handmade from 
carefully selected fruit" 
Verdict: A winner of the 
Soil Association best non¬ 
alcoholic beverage award 
three years running, dean 
flavour and good balance 
of sweetness and 
acidity. ★★★★ 

Cariad EKlerflower 
Cordial BJodanY Ysgaw, 

£325for373d. Llanerch 
Vineyard (01443 225877). 
Claims: “Makes up to four 
litres. Made from hand¬ 
picked dderflowers 
infused in sugar and lemons.** 
Verdict: Flavour 
dominated by lemon. 
Over-sweef*' 

Brivofr EMerflower 
Cordial £2.49for373cL 


CONSUMING INTERESTS: CORDIALS 


■ Memories of tbe homemade lemonade served at village 
cricket matches by the vicar’s wife in my childhood were, 
stirred fay this week's taste test of cordials, juices and other 
refreshing drinks of a sometimes organic but always non¬ 
alcoholic nature. Alas, those far-off days and well-remembered 
flavours that were fondly savoured are gone forever, but todays 
marketeers are pushing a variety of ideas for using their 
concentrates on yoghurt, pancakes, ice-creams, sorbets, fruit 
salads and jellies as wefl as simply diluted in glasses. Full marks 
for trying. ROBIN YOUNG 



Belvoir Fruit Farms, 

Behrair, Grantham. 
Lincolnshire (01476 
870286). 

Claims “Infused from 
fragrant hand-picked 
elderftowers... Makes 
sensational spritzers." 
Verdkfc The cordial is said 
to make subhroe sorbets, to 
enhance desserts and to 
make superb hot toddy. 
Diluted with tap water, h 
had a similar sweetness to the 
German wine industry’s 
lolly waters. Overall, 
quite a well-judged 
concoction. ★★★ 


Meridian Organic Apple 
Concentrate. £2.99 for 
250m/. Health food stores. 
Ring Goodness Foods 01327 
706611 for stockists. 

Claims “Makes over two 
litres." Produce of Yugoslavia. 
Verdict: Dilute withsevoi 
parts water and stir well. 
Pleasant but not 
exciting, fch 

ThorncrofiTraditional 
Nettle Cordial. £2JS5for 
373d. Health & Diet 
Centres and independent 
health food stores. 

Claims: “Dilute 15:1. 


Concentrated form of the 
popular soft drinks of 
Victorian England, 

Nettle Ale." 

Verdict Not even 15:1 
dilution gets rid of a syrupy 
effect ★★ 

Fanner Giles Organic 
Blackcurrant CordiaL £3.95 
forSOci. Organics Direct 
1-7 Willow Street. London 
(0171-729 2828)- 
CLaims: “100 per cent 
pure." Dilute with four 
parts water. 

Verdict Packs less punch 
than Ribena but the sweetness 
is kept well within 
bounds, ★★’a 

Rocks Organic Lemon 
Cordial, £325jbr36cl. 
Waitrose and health food 
shops. 

fiaime Concentrated. 

Makes three litres. Made 
from organically grown 
lemons and organic sugar. 
Verdict Does not have the 
tangy edge of fresh lemons 
but a mellow, tame 
flavour. Very sweet ★‘a 

James White Bramley 
Apple Juice, £1.95 for 75cL 
James White, Ashbocking, 
Ipswich (Q1473 890111). 

Claims: No added water, 
sugar or preservatives. 
Supporting the 
National Trust 
Verdict Crisp, dry. tart 
★★★★ 


MORE 

FOOD & DRINK 




Jean Ctiristophe 
Novefll on cooking 
with sugar 
Jonathan Meades in 
RK Stanleys, “a 
1950s Wooiworth" 
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(f/he hotel with 
shops attached 

Qfffm&aim OncnraI Hotel Group owns many of the 
finest hotels in the world including The Oriental in 
Bangkok and Mandarin Oriental in Hong Kong. 

Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park's location in London's 
most exclusive shopping district with magnificent 
views over the most royal of parks is unique. Just a 
short small From Kensington Palace, the Albert Hall 
and many fine museums and restaurants h is (he place 
to stay lor a weekend to remember. 

_ A veekend to remember _ 

£245per room per night 

• A luxury room lor two on a Friday. Saturday, or Sunday. 
• A bottle of Laurent P erri er Champagne. 

■ Afternoon tea in the Butterfly Terrace. 

• English breakfast and morning newspaper. 

WU Jl IT***, ■•■'['CTflir ’IjOf .moiiMiirlnUdum 

To reserve yottr weekend to remember please 
call iterations on 0171-235 2000. 




MAWDA8IN OBIENT.U 
HYUE PARK 
LONDON 

a* 

m KmphiibmJpe. London «Tia 71 A. Tel: 0171-235 2000. 
Fas. 0171*25 -1552 















home life 


THE TIMES WEEKEND • SATURDAY APRIL 41998 


‘I hope that this birthday, which propels me a year closer to my imminent dotage, does not end in a flood of tea rs and a taxi 

^ j__ • t Uir ivvl'pl mm 


i f 
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O ne of the small consolations of 
parenthood, I think, is the pros¬ 
pect that, with advancing age. 
one may eventually find oneself in a 
position to give one’s children a little 
demonstration of what it was like when 
they were small — living with someone 
fretful, capricious, requiring constant 
entertainment and continual vigilance. 
In many ways. I am quite looking 
forward to my dotage. The role of 
formidable old woman is one. it strikes 
me. from which I might derive consider¬ 
able amusement. 

The only thing is. I hadn’t planned to 
begin quite yet. At the moment, my inner 
sergeant-major still has the upper hand, 
and I like bossing everyone else around. 
But Alexander. I suspect, has other ideas. 
I detect in him a certain exasperation 
with my vagueness. He has become 
tiresomely vigilant about driving 
rMum. if a policeman sees you doing 
that, will you go to prison?”) and. since I 
lucked us out the other day. the front door 
keys f‘would you like me to look after 
them for you?”J. 


The secret of age? Lie about it 


I think he would probably date my 
decline from the day we went to see his 
new piano teacher. My sister and I had 
legs too short to reach the pedals when 
we began our years of compulsory music 
lessons, and it is amazing how effective 
the Jesuitical catch ’em young approach 
has proved to be. 

Almost equally devoid of musical 
talent (the sound of my sister whacking 
merry hell out of FurElisc). we neverthe¬ 
less grew up rather musically inclined — 
my sister to a corporate box at the opera, 
me to an ancient Bnoadwood piano. 

It is a pretty little instrument, bought 
for its looks and midget size rather than 
its tone (it is wooden framed and sounds 
terrible, even when just tuned. We 
dropped baby Jesus inside it on Christ¬ 
mas Eve, which hasn’t helped). From 
time to rime ( hear Alexander strumming 
quietly on it. singing to himself. 


Now, 1 lead a rich 
imaginative life, so 
in no time at all I 
have parlayed this 
artless prinking into 
a choral scholarship 
somewhere with an 
ancient cloister. 

Then again, the choir 
school prospectuses 
that I have seen re¬ 
quire a dauntingly 
high level of musi¬ 
cal accomplishment 
from children only a 
tiny bit older than JANES 
Alexander. Time for 
me to act. So I made an appointment at 
the local conservatoire and we arrived to 
find a competent-looking lady in a tweed 
skirt administering a bracing telling off 
to a child who had not done his theory 


LIFE AND SOUL 


JANE SHILLING 


homework. "And 
how old is Alexan¬ 
der?” said the compe¬ 
tent lady. Five and a 
half, said I. alertly. 
We chatted for a bit, 
and I felt that I was 
doing rather well at 
being keen but not 
pushy, when there 
came a little pause in 
the conversation. 
“Actually." said Alex¬ 
ander. leaning for¬ 
ward confidentially. 
1LL1NG “my mummy has 
made a mistake. I 
am not five and a half, I’m six and a 
half.” Oh, thanks a lot Alexander. Ha ha 
ha, silly me. -. 

It was no good. 1 was out of the 
conversation. Between them they 


arranged that he should begin lessons at 
the end of April, with regular practice at 
home, which 1 shall be required. 10 
attend- Then Alexander climbed down 
off his chair and escorted me back to the 
car. Nothing was said, but 1 can see that 
one more slip like that and the 
prospectuses of twilight homes for dis¬ 
tressed gentlefolk will be appearing next 
to the choir school prospectuses. 

But look here, I’ve had a lot on my 
mind. With another horrid birthday 
looming, what more natural than that 1 
should start lopping years off our ages? 
My birthdays are always dreadful, 
echoing to Barbara Skelton’s resentful 
cry of “insufficient fuss made”. I tell no 
one about them, and then am mortified 
to wake on the day and find the street not 
thronged with a camel caravan bearing 
all the treasures of Araby. 

This year, at least. I have taken steps. 


Alexander put his pocket money on 
Cambridge to win the boat race and won 
a tenner, some of which he will be 
spending, if he is wise, on a lovely 
present for his mummy. And in the nick 
of rime 1 have made my peace with 
Charles, who has promised to take me 
out to dinner. So the only thing rhaj can 
20 wrong is my frock. I have bought one 
for the occasion. It is extremely fashion¬ 
able. crocheted, in a sort of seaweedy 

Sr ffoccurs to me that, looked at through 
the eyes of someone more used, as 
Charles is. to a landscape of spinney and 
stream than Harvey Nicks couture 
floors, it might rather resemble a landing 
neL In fact, if you ran a wire around its 
hem and put a handle on it it would be a 
landing net. I was thinking of wearing it 
with an Anna Molinari cardigan and gilt 
Manolo Blahnik mules. I hope my 
appearance does not inspire Charles to 
satire. I hope that this birthday, which 
propels me a year closer to my imminent 
doiage, does not end in a flood of tears 
and a taxi. We shall see. 




Bamados boy, George 
Cole, left was taken on by 
the actor Alistair Sim and 
his wife. Naomi at 14 
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Aged 20, Prince Charles 
took up with explorer and 
mystic Sir Laurens van 
der Post 



Robin Williams, right, and Matt Damon in the film Good Will Hunting, where a mentor helps a difficult youth to find himself 


Gertrude Stein, left, was 
mentor to the Paris avant- 
garde set, including lover 
Alice B. Toklas 


Good will shining through 


A youngster from a disad¬ 
vantaged background has 
made it his life's work to 
rebel against authority. 
After years of problems, he is 
finally obliged to see rhe error of his 
ways and realise his potential 
through the tender loving care of a 
compassionate adult role model. 

It’s the synopsis of a hundred 
Holljivood movies, including the 
most recent Oscar-winner Good 
Will Hunting, the story of a 
working-class Boston boy in trou¬ 
ble with the law. made good by the 
efforts of a charismatic college 
professor played by Robin Wil¬ 
liams. It’s also" a real-life situation I 
witnessed last week not in Massa¬ 
chusetts. but in Nottingham. 

Marcus, is a M-yeaf-old with a 
history of bullying. He is one of 15 
youths who has embarked on a 
new scheme set up by the Divert 
Trust following the success of 
similar mentoring schemes in 
America, where a responsible adult 
is assigned to a potentially way¬ 
ward child to give advice and 
support on a regular basis. 

Huddled in a green anorak 
several sizes too big for him, 
Marcus sat quieilv in a school room 
and patiently explained to me how 
the programme has helped him. “It 
gives you more chance to do your 
school" work because it helps you to 
stay away from certain psoplc. My 
mentor and I make deals with each 
other. She will do something excit¬ 
ing with me if I avoid the people 
who eet me into trouble.” 

Looking down at his shoes with 
touching diffidence, he continued: 
“My behaviour has improved. I 
concentrate better and don't argue 
back as much. I'd recommend it to 
my friends.” 

Dee Clark is a community social 
worker who has volunteered to give 


Wayward teenagers in Nottingham are flourishing in a newly 
introduced mentor programme, writes James Rampton 


up several hours a 
week of her spare 
time to be Marcus’s 
mentor. She has 
weekly meetings 
with him in a local 
community centre 
and helps out with 
educational trips to 
places such as Cam¬ 
bridge, Liverpool 
and North Wales. 

Together they 
read instructive sto¬ 
ries such as Gifted 
Hands — “It’s about 
a black youth who is 
told he can’t do any¬ 
thing later in life. He 
goes on to become a Dee Clart 
great doctor.” she 
says. Ms Clark has also worked 
hard to encourage Marcus's inter¬ 
est in athletics. She has just taken 
him to the local sports stadium and 
set him up with a javelin coach. 

In assessing her role, she reck¬ 
ons: “It’s not just having a chat. It’s 
educative and productive. He 
doesn’t hold back with me. He can 
talk to me about how he* cheesed 
off with his family, and 1 can say. 
’Have you ever looked at it this 
way?' Self-esteem is vital. IF some¬ 
one else sees you as important, then 
it’s much easier to see yourself in 
that way." 

Paul Grant, the co-ordinalor of 
the Nottingham project, chimes in: 
“Marcus still has his problems at 
school, but I’ve seen a lor of 
improvement in terms of his atti¬ 
tude. Another youth in our group is 
back in school having avoided 
permanent exclusion, and his 



Dee Clark, a mentor to difficult youngsters in Nottingham 
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a chat. It's “Also, seeing someone from their that, comp 

:tive. He community doing well in their people nc 

le. He can career can be helpful. There's an mentees w 

:* cheesed old African saying: "It takes a whole to start us 

] can say. village to raise a single child.’ ” cent less lil 

at it this 52 per cen' 

I. If some- nfluential figures are now of school. 

rtanL then I latching on to mentoring. The Here, i 

■ourself in I Prince “ of Wales, whose mentoring 

-M- Prince's Trust is setting up which wor 
dinator of several programmes in the field, who have 

diimes in: recently wrote in the Big Issue that eluded fr< 

oblems at “we have learnt much about the since the : 

a lor of benefits of giving young people tion a yea 

if his ani- adult ‘mentors' or personal ad vis- rare has fa 

ir group is ers to help them to find jobs or Kate Phi 
! avoided develop their skills.” developme 

and his Prime Minister Tony Blair. Edu- Trust, adn 


MICHAEL POWBJ_ 


cation Secretary 
David Blunkett and 
Home Office Minis¬ 
ter Alun Michael 
liave all praised 
mentoring. And 
Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, 
spoke last week at a 
conference on “Mo¬ 
tivating young 
people through so¬ 
cial mentoring". 

The statistics on 
mentoring pro¬ 
grammes in the US 
seem to present an 
encouraging pic¬ 
ture. Big Brother 
attingbam and Big Sister 
schemes have 
boomed over the past ten years, 
with projects focusing on the black 
and Hispanic communities and 
youngsters who are HIV-positive. 
A 1996 academic study by Tierney 
and Baldwin Grossman concluded 
that, compared with similar young 
people not on the programme^ 
mentees were 46 per cent less likely 
to start using illegal drugs. 27 per 
cent less likely to start drinking and 
52 per cent less likely to skip a day 
of school. 

Here, recent evaluation of a 
mentoring project in inner London 
which works with 15 to 19-year-olds 
who have been permanently ex¬ 
cluded from school found that, 
since the scheme went into opera¬ 
tion a year ago. the group's arrest 
rare has fallen by 60 per cent. 

Kate Phipps, national mentoring 
development officer of the Divert 
Trust, admits that official enthusi¬ 


asm for her sort of scheme is at 
least partially motivated by eco¬ 
nomic concerns. “The financial 
costs of youth crime are high — an 
Audit Commission report suggests 
a sum of £2 billion a year — but the 
social costs are far higher. 

“We have a whole generation 
feeling alienated. They've been told 
society is about achieving, and if 
they’re not. they feel excluded," she 
says. 

However, there are still those 
who feel that mentoring is the sort 
of job that should be kept within 
families. You don't need outside 
agencies meddling in the upbring¬ 
ing of your children, they say. 

Ms Phipps responds: “In an ideal 
world, families would look after 
these children, but the family 
network is breaking down, and 
weVe got to find other ways to 
help." 

Ms Clark stresses: “We are very 
careful not to make the mentees feel 
that we’re better than their parents. 
We have a different role from the 
parents. It's more like an aunt or a 
big sister.“ In turn, the parents of 
the children on the Nottingham 
programme seem very supportive 
of the mentors (who are all careful¬ 
ly checked out by the police and 
given two days’ intensive training). 

Although embryonic in this 
country and risking accusations of 
trendiness, mentoring does appear 
to have a positive mnetion. If ii 
turns just one child away from a lire 
of crime, doesn't that make it 
worthwhile? 

“Of course there will always be 
cynicism and it’s unrealistic to 
think that mentoring will cure ail 
the social problems around." Ms 
Phipps concludes. “But these are 
children, and every child deserves 
an opportunity." 

Just ask Marcus. 


A case of death 
by chocolate 

For some it’s a not-so-sweet Easter, 


says Dr Thomas Stuttaford 


C amilla Spence of Walling¬ 
ford in Oxfordshire will be 
spending Easter rather dif¬ 
ferently from many of her school 
friends. Wallingford is deep in 
Thelwell country and no sooner 
will many of her companions have 
made a hog of themselves with 
their chocolate eggs than they are 
out with their ponies. 

Camilla suffers from allergies to 
a wide variety of substances rang¬ 
ing from animal fur to nuts. If 
Camilla so much as smells an egg. 
as when her mother is whisking a 
cake mix, she becomes covered in 
urticarial weals — red and white 

and raised like some _ 

painful nettle rash. . i 

Nuts, eggs or dairy Dia: 

produce can bring on 
anaphylactic shock, a shOU 

complete and danger¬ 
ous collapse. Camilla* WOTT 

parents wisely carry 1 

an Epipen. an inject- ciioa 

ing device, so that life- ^ u 5 d 
saving adrenalin- can Fiqvp 
be given immediately. * ‘“•* C 
Camilla is even un- • 
able to join an Easter ITllXt 

egg hunt as merely _____ 

touching the dyed boo- 
ty might induce a fearsome reac¬ 
tion: In the Spence household there 
can be no Dobbin to groom in the 
stables. no jolly dog to beg for bits 
of chocolate, nor even a cat to lap up 
forbidden milk. Camilla’s love of 
animals has to be satisfied by a 
hamster, one better, as her mother 
says, than a virtual reality peL 
Camilla doesn't count herself 
unlucky as she says that it's 
impossible to miss what you have 
never had. She will, however, miss 
chocolate this Easter for unlike 
some children she is not allergic to 
cocoa. But unfortunately her local 
shop no longer stocks the dark 
chocolate which contains no dairy 
produce. She oould try Caley* 
marching chocolate which is 70 per 
cent cocoa butter and has no milk; 
it sustained the troops for nearly 50 
years and is still made by a small 
firm in Norwich- 


Diabetics 
should not 
worry over 
sugar, but 
have a good 
mixed diet 


Christopher Sims of Chichester 
wont be on the Easter egg trail 
either. Seventeen is probably grow¬ 
ing rather too old for such jollities 
but he’s never been able to join in. 
His list of allergies is even greater 
than Camilla's. Fruits, vegetables, 
chicken and pork, beans, eggs, and 
all milk and dairy produce. 

Easter eggs were absolutely out 
when he was younger but his 
mother, Jill, wrapped fruit pastilles 
in silver paper twisted into egg- 
shaped parcels which he could 
search for, and later while his sister 
unwrapped and munched a large 
Easter egg he chewed his pastilles 

_ and explored his latest 

box of Lego. 

StiCS For Christopher, 

problems with Easter 
i not allergies started on 

"* 1 w Good Friday as he is 

nVPr allergic to the eggs and 

UVC1 butter in hot cross 

u. -4. buns. The Sims family 

’ UUL learnt early how to 

orvrrf compensate Christo 

gUUU. pher for any difficuF 

I tics created by the 

L Qlcl allergies, and made 

_____ certain that other 

■ treats could be devised 

to make up for anything from 
which he was excluded. 

Other children will be forbidden 
sweets and chocolates next week¬ 
end because they are diabetic. The 
parents' strictness wins little sup¬ 
port from the British Diabetic 

Association, however. Doctors 
looking after diabetics now decry 
the special products made for their 
patients which usually have no 
fewer calories than standard food, 
merely less sugar. Received wis¬ 
dom is that diabetic patients should 
not worry too much about the 
sugar content but have a good 
mixed diet with plenty of fresh fruit, 
vegetables, peas and beans and 
starchy polysaccharides — but not 
too much fat 

Diabetic members of the family 
can enjoy in moderation the same 
Easter eggs, preferably made of 
dark chocolate, as everybody else. 

HULTON GETTY 



Tasty, but some foods can be fatal if allergies aren’t spotted early 


DIFFERENCE 


Finding just one Easier egg for a child with a food intolerance or is 

d?Sd ^ttefobd hS^h T ^ C follOWi D® stI f kists ofTer » variety but 
ao read the label before buying your chocolate eggs. 
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Portia Colwell 
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>Hi^ewo inen are leaving the men a long way behind when it comes to house-buying. Rachel Kelly reports 

The man of 
the house 
isn’t here 


S isters, it seems, are buying 
it for themselves. New fig¬ 
ures show that the fastest- 
growing group of home¬ 
owners in Britain is single working 
women. 

Last year. 17 per cent of mort¬ 
gages were taken out by women — 
double the percentage for 1983. 
according to a recent Barclay's 
Bank survey. 

A new regiment of women are 
buying and Kate Denton is one of 
them. This 30-year-oid business 
and training consultant combines a 
successful career with a contented 
single life in her Kentish Town, 
north London, flat which she 
recently bought with a £140.000 
mortgage. “Women are much hap¬ 
pier and more prepared to be on 
their own now. A lot of women are 
saying ‘Yes, 1 can live by myself." 

Helen Moore, 36, a secretary 
from Prestatyn, agrees: “Years ago. 
you had to get a man, and you had 
to get married before you bought a 
house — that was the norm. 
Women are getting much more 
independent nowadays. I wanted 
something that was modernised 
and didn’t need too much work. 
Men are more interested in where 
they can pul their stereo than how 
somewhere looks." 

So what does a woman buyer 


look for in a property? Much the 
same as a single man. according to 
Paul Vallone. group sales and 
marketing director for Berkeley 
Homes. “Obviously security is an 
issue. Ultimately though, they just 
want to be close to the heart of 
things," he says. 

Sara Harman, 25, moves into her 
new one-bedroom flat in southwest 
London next week. She took out a 
£65.000 mortgage, and pays just 
under E400 a month. “It is secure 
because it’s on the first floor, but 
I'm nor a scared kind of woman 
anyway. I’ve done a lot of travelling 
so I can look after myself." 

Most important to her was its 
proximity to nightlife and the Tube 
line that will get her there. These 
are not, perhaps, the priorities for a 
family but they are not so different 
to those of your average single 
man. "I see my flat as a little 
bachelorette pad that I can enjoy 
myself in," she says. 

A sense of style is whai sets 
women apart, according to Tessa 
Tennant. 45, who runs her own hot¬ 
air balloon company, and chose her 
Chelsea harbour flat for its view of 
the river. 

“Aesthetics are much more im¬ 
portant to a woman. 1 like different 
rooms for different moods. I want 
to see the sun go down over the 



Single women are increasingly confident about DFY. Diane Bate plans to refit the kitchen herself at her house in Battersea 


river or see the hustle and bustle of 
the marina." 

Diane Bate. 24. a business ana¬ 
lyst, may not agree. “Of course 1 
wanted to live somewhere pretty, 
but. in the end, my place looks 
almost identical to my brother's." 
she says of her one-bedroom house 
in Battersea, southwest London. 








Flats at Chelsea harbour are popular with women because of their security and spectacular views 


One stereotype does seem to ring 
true. "I don't want to sound sexist, 
but women do tend to want a bit 
more kitchen space,” says Patrick 
Glynn-Jones, from FPD Savills 
estate agency in west Kensington. 

Lots of cupboard space and a 
garden are alk> priorities for single 
women, according to Heather 
Pontifax from the same firm. 
"Women like sunbathing, garden¬ 
ing and organising parties." she 
says. 

And they are keen to make it a 
place they can call home. DIY has 
become a pastime as much for a 
woman as any man. Gallup esti¬ 
mates that, while two-thirds of 
householders tackle DIY, 45 per 
cent of those are women. 

Charlotte Hickson, 24, a PR 
consultant doesn't mind getting 
her hands dirty. "Men aren't as 
concerned with the potential of 
doing somewhere up. I’ve repain¬ 
ted me whole place, ripped up the 
carpets -and sanded down the 
floorboards myself." 

Miss Bate plans to refit the 
kitchen herself and to lay a pine 
floor. “I want to try it myself 


because it's cheaper — and Ikea 
says it’s easy." 

Nor is there any truth in the 
stereotype of a financially unso¬ 
phisticated dizzy blonde who 
doesn't know her mortgage from 
her endowment policy. 


F inance-wise, women are as 
astute as men and, if any¬ 
thing, more reliable, says 
Sue Anderson, from the 
Building Society Association. She 
denies that women lack financial 
literacy. "If it was ever true, it was 
probably only because they didn't 
have the same economic power as 
men. or the same access to mort¬ 
gages.” she says. “If you look at the 
figures, women are better at han¬ 
dling their finances than mot when 
buymg property." 

Even though they tend to pay a 
greater proportion of their income 
towards a mortgage, women are 
less likely to default on their 
payments. In 1996, 18 per cent of 
male mortgage holders had diffi¬ 
culty keeping up mortgage pay¬ 
ments, compared with 11 per cent of 
female holders. Yet well into the 


1960s it was common practice for 
women to need a male guarantor 
before they could get a mortgage. 

Miss Bate, who took out a 
£95,000 mortgage last year, says: 
“The finance side was fine. Like 
anyone, my male friends included, 
if it's your first mortgage, it can be a 
bit confusing, but I just went 
through my bank." 

A “career mortgage" was the 
answer for Miss Moore, a second¬ 
time buyer, who borrowed £65,000 
from the Halifax eight years ago. 
Repayments are spread over 40 
years, which she thinks is more 
suitable for single people, building 
a home on one income. 

For Miss Hickson, taking a 
£35,000 mortgage for a house in 
Sydenham, south London, has 
been a positive step. "1 can never 
understand why people who are 
paying extortionate rent say they 
can’t afford a mortgage. And 
anyway, sharing a flat will never 
give you this much independence." 

Bridget Jones would be proud. 

•Additional research by 
Helen Castell. 
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SMART MOVES 



THE Vineyard. Hurlingham 
Road. London SW 6 . once 
home to newspaper proprietor 
Lord Beavcrbrook (above) 
has been sold for dose to £5 
million. Kirsty Smallwood. 
Lord Beaverbrook’s grand¬ 
daughter. who inherited the 
house in 1970, will be moving 
to the country. 

The property, which dates 
to 1680. was originally a 
farmhouse and the kitchen 
was once a pigsty and cow¬ 
shed. The house was extended 
in the 18th century, and again 
in 1920. shortly after Lord 
Beaverbrook bought it- 

CHAIRMAN of the Arts- 
Council and Granada boss 
Geny Robinson has sold his 
£8 million house in Addison 
Road. Kensington. London 
WS. through agents John D. 
Wood. The new buyers are an 
English family. He is thought 
to be looking to move closer to 
the centre of town. 



SINGER Madonna (above) is 
still looking to buy in London. 
The star was spotted inspect¬ 
ing a converted church in St 
John's Wood, north London, 
through agents Bargets. All 
the firm will confirm is that 
"the old church" on Carlton 
Street, NWS, has been viewed 
"by various people in the film 
and music business". 

Rachel Kelly 


NEW HOMES 


Quality 
Homes of 
Character 



ric* v_r.-_e;ch .-TUirvif 


•! •; Per further details of current and- : ; 

4 forthcoming developments, please call any j 

j of our site sales offices listed for a copy • 

, f:: . of our latest Sales Directory. • ; 




HERTFORDSHIRE 




Bftsraixjtffi 


cownhiouses 




OxCrr- 


." ‘ 
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LK^HiXWAXER ^ Axableside 

A sd^ developmenL of just 2 five bedroom homes set in an 
e&abfishfcd residential area in the village of Lighcwater. 
Prices&om £319,500- £322,000. 

-Tdephone 01276 62912. 


*AH sales offices and showhouses are open daily 


fronr 10.00am to 6.00pm 


Prices and availability correct at time of going to press. 



































































Rear view of the rustic 14th-century Woodlands Manor in Mere, Wiltshire, which is on sale at £12 million 

The manor where 
love is in the air 


c 


HOUSE OF 
THE WEEK 


m* m - Hf H 


■ArKi'- 


C onsider popular venues 
Tor illicit affairs and you 
might think of the back 
seats of his car. a service- 
station cafe or the pebble-dashed 
walls ami woodchipped intestines 
of the suburban semi. 

In fact, some of the most impor¬ 
tant and salubrious love-ins in 
British history happened within the 
thick stone walls of the five bed¬ 
room. 14th-century Woodlands 
Manor in the sleepy county of 
Wiltshire, the sort of Tudor pile that 
I thought only existed on laminated 
placentae and English Heritage 
tankards. 

Adrian Pam well, who has been 
living at Woodlands since 1963 with 
his family, is selling reluctantly but 
necessarily — his mother is retiring 
back to South Africa. The family 
moved to England from Johannes¬ 
burg in 1963. He assures me that 
£12 million is a fair price for the 
manor, a converted coachhouse 
and 12 acres of land, bur admits 
that it is not just the house that has 
to appeal to its new owners: they 
must also buy into its history. 

Originally a chapel, the east 
range of the house was added 
during the 15th century. The prop¬ 
erty underwent further internal 
modifications during the 16ih and 
18th centuries, and was finally 
brought back to its original condi¬ 
tion this century. But whether the 
viewer is lounging around in the 
Great Hall or peering down from 
the Ladies' Reclining Area, it is the 
speculations about who kissed 
whom and where that haunt the 
linen-fold panelling, the embel¬ 
lished plastered ceiling and the 
Jacobean staircase. 

Elyard. a British historian who 
spent time documenting the great 
houses of England, refers to Wood¬ 
lands as “one of the quaintest old- 
world dwellings in Wiltshire and. 
indeed, one that can hardly be 
matched elsewhere". With its large 
inglenooks. exposed beams and 
surrounding fields of daffodils, he 
has a point 

In 1756. Thomas Pin. the Earl of 
Londonderry, bought the manor 
and passed it on to his daughter 
Lucy. But Lady Lucy was no blue¬ 
stocking and Woodlands became 
the backdrop to one of the most 
important affair* in constitutional 
history. At 13. this racy girl ran 
away from home to marry her 
lover. Pierce Meyrick. a decision 
which persuaded Parliament to 
pass the Marriage Act for the 
prevention of marriage between 
young people without consent. 

Although forcibly parted. Lucy 
and Pierce were remarried some 
years later and spent a blissfully 
content part of their lives at 
Woodlands. 

If thar sounds like the script 
worthy of a “strnighc-to-videa" 
movie, then it will come as no 
surprise to leant that much later 
the site attracted two of Britain's 
most famous film stars. In 1942. 
Woodlands was snapped up by 
Leigh Holman, then married to 
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A roaring fire in the ingfenook (left) warms the Great Hall (right). With its high ceiling and fine exposed beams, it is a fitting location for the ghost of a priest throwing his chalices around who haunts the house 
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Vivien Leigh of Gone with the 
Wind fame. Their daughter, 
Suzanne, still lives in the village. 
The couple loved the house and. 
stepping on to tjie bedroom balcony 
with its view out to the moat, it is 
easy to see why. 


H 
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Sign of the times, showing 
the manor's early beginnings 


H olman took pride in the 
restoration of Wood¬ 
lands and. in I94&. built 
a new “solar wing”. Bur 
a few years before he siaried his 
grand project the couple's relation¬ 
ship was starring to crumble.. Mr. 
Pam well says that during this time' 
Leigh's soon-to-be second husband 
— Laurence Olivier — was a 
frequent visitor. 

The couple finally divorced in 
1947 and Leigh went on to marry 
Olivier almost immediately. 

Star-studded men ages d irois 
and the subjects of teenage lust arc 
not the only ghosts to skip aaxind 
the manor. A crinolene-clad lady 
has been seen in the grounds 
singing Clementine — persuasively 
enough for the local newsagent to 
insist that its boys deliver at an 
alternative entrance. 

A South African psychic, who 
visited recently to check out the 
house's karma, spotted a priest in 
the hall throwing down his chalices 
into the Great Hall. Later, passes 
with a metal detector in the area 
inspired a succession of bleeps and 
squeaks. 

If that doesn't have you shaking 
in your boots, then a glance at the 
chiselled inscriptions on the door of 
the lock-in cupboard — a popular 
venue for naughty servants — will. 

But such macabre derails should 
not deter. It is a friendly house and 
any ghosts "are kind spirits". Mr 
Pamwell is quick to assure. 

• Agent: Swills. Q17I-&: cW4. 


The old chape! 
has been turned 
into a bedroom 
with a balcony 
overlooking 
the moat (aboW) 

Vivien Leigh and 
her first husband 
Leigh Holman 
with their 
daughter 
Suzanne (right). 
The couple lived 
at Woodlands, 
where her lover 
Laurence Olivier 
visited them 


SOUTHERN Wiltshire has inher¬ 
ited a wealth of manor houses. 
vicarages, rectories, dower houses 
and hunting lodges — not to 
mention estates such as Longleat 
and Stourhead. They span a broad 
age range from Elizabethan to 
Victorian, and many are hand¬ 
some well-proportioned Georgian 
spin-offs from Salisbury Plain's 
lucrative wool trade in the ISih 
century. This was a period when 
garden and parkland planning 
was fashionable so fine grounds 
are often part of the package. 

Because the area remains rela¬ 
tively underdeveloped — without a 
lot of industrial or housing activity 
or an elaborate motorway network 
— many small estates have man¬ 
aged to remain intact and it is 
feasible to pick up anything be¬ 
tween ten and 30 acres with your 
country pile. 

Bui south Wiltshire is not re¬ 
mote in practical terms. The main 
artery is the dual-carriageway 
A303 which links with central 
London in a couple of hours, while 



MARKET COMMENT 


Westburya C| 

Corsteya WpSu [ 

Longleat • Gsfcjftli: 

Maiden DweriU • 

Bratna g-m • Brixton Deverffl — 

Stoorfiemf =--.. r . • J=ssi ': ^303 ' 


f •GSHngham , — 

trains run regularly on the main 
southwestern mainline from 
Westbury to Paddington (75 min¬ 
utes). or from Gillingham to Wa¬ 
terloo (an hour and 45 minutes). As 
a consequence, says Andrew 
Crqnan of Savills' Bath office, the 
majority of buyers in the past few 
years have been Londoners easing 
out of the rat-race. 

“The fact that the A303 is the 


only road and it is not a congested 
area are real attractions for people 
who are looking for a rural 
existence within a proper forming 
community,” Mr Cronan says. 

The other attraction of relative 
isolation is that property repre» 
sen ts good value for money com¬ 
pared with further east or nearer 
the motorway links. A seven- 
bedroom manor house with ten 
acres would start at about 
£700.000, while a Georgian rectory 
with four or five bedrooms and 
several acres fetches upwards of 
£500.000. But even £300.000 
would buy a quality period four- 
bedroom house, with an acre or 
two. Popular villages include 
Corsley. Maiden Bradley and the 
Deverills. 

Mr Cronan estimates that prices 
over the past 18 months have risen 
by about 15-20 per cent "There is a 
chronic shortage of supply and the 
market is being drip-fed good 
houses at the moment.” he says. 

Faith Glasgow 



HOME SWAP 


THE GEORGIAN gems in Bow. east London, are highly sought-after*, priced up 
to £250.000for a threebedroom house on Tredegar Square, a short stroll 
from Mile End underground station. Demand for properties north of the Bow 
Road is such that few remain on the market for long, despite price rises of 
up to 37 per cent last year. Smart shops, wine bars and antiaue shops are 
opening and City buyers are moving in. says estate agent Winkworth. Investors 
are mopping up former local authority flats from £40,000; a two-bedroom 
conversion flat costs from £80,000: a three-bedroom Victorian house from 
£175,000- 

Relocating executives and English retirees are buying homes around Dingwall, 
a small town within commuting distance of Inverness, northeast Scotland. 
Property prices in this part of the Scottish Highlands are among the lowest 
in Britain. For £45.000 you can buy .a new two-bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow in a good location. About £100,000 buys a six-bedroom period 
house; around Edinburgh the same house might fetch £200,000, according 
to GA Property Services. 

The area around Diss, on the NorfolK/Suffolk border, is good value. Just 90 
minutes by fast train from Liverpool Street, you can buy a terraced twobedroom 
Victorian house for £39.000. Pretty period cottages for renovation cost from 
£25,000 to £45,000. Detached cottages in good condition, wfth up to three 
bedrooms, range from £80,000 to £100,000. through Diss estate agents 
Currants and Gaze & Son. 




This two-bedroom Victorian terraced cottage with a rear patio garden in Btondrn 
Street. Bow. London E3. is for sate at £110.000 (Winkworth. 0181-98167761- 
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For even less you can buy this attractive three-bedroom i9ttK»ntury detached 
town house with a small garden in Eye, Suffolk, five miles from Diss (Gaze & 
Son, 01379 641341). 




mm 





3 !* miIar sum win ^ ttis traditional stonebui 
house with six bedrooms and four reception rooms, on the outskirts of Dina 

3 ter:Se jf arcien and views towards the Cromarty F 
and the Black Isle (GA Property Services, 01349-864848). Y 

— _ CHERYL TAY! 
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0171 4811989 (TRADE) 

0171481 4°°0 (PRIVATE) 
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KENSINGTON & 
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REDINGTON ROAD, HAMPSTEAD, LONDON - NW3 
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Td: 0171 435 4434 
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CITY DOCKLANDS & 
EAST 
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BARBICAN KC 1 
Large Studio Pbf 4 * Or. 

low riie block 

OVHUH 

CATHEDRAL LODGE, EC 1 


baUuoonu, SOfi nrtnia oar- 


0171 251 4171 


CHISWICK W4 

Very taflriolly. newly mnkmued 
& decanted Vkrortsn maueocne 
in Bedford Art ConservMkn 
area. Reception. 2 dooMe 
bedroom*. large baiinxHn. Janny 
t-jirtim West facing patio garden. 
Long lease. Nodnio. ■ 

nswwo. 

01819948441 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 






SOUTHBANK 

Spacious 2 double 
bedroomed flat with balcony. 
Double glazed. Bee healing. 
Secure parking. New bloc*. 
Video entry phone. Close to 
Waterloo & Borough Tube. 
£160.000. 

•171589 5899 (Day» 

8*3 0525 tEw). 


Anchor Terrace 

Bankside SE1 


Phase Two of this unique and 
new exclusive residential 
development within miking 
distance of the City. 

The Anchor Terrace is a 
Grade II fisted conversion in 
the heart of vihani Bankside, . 
dose to the Globe Theatre, 
Tate Gallery and a wide range 
of shops, restaurants and ban. 

Bail wuyind nndg i^ifl iiiiri 
stations are easily accessible. 

Prices from £ 167,000 


DLACAN AIJ.HN 

Tel 0171 407 2790 


Aa onaandtag peathooH 
la soa&a rifcr Namt Snoot 
S bHfaOOM. 3 —«l«»ho»hnrww 
Dm—>g room. Body. 

34ft humge. ponenge 

4 private hstetas 
with — imiiuw VTAwim *hw 
£S95|0M. 999 year leasehold 


•r >171331 £474 


RICHMOND & 
KINGSTON 


HAM Rkfcmoud 

M/Coanaafllim; apedi a 



£315,000. Freehold 

Td: 0181948 3597 . 



SURREY 


BRISTOL 







CUMBRIA 


MTOH *T «5 bd. 3/4 we. 3t bath. 






DERBYSHIRE 
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nddMaicUs; 
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COTE D'AZUR 




TOTTERIDGE, 
LONDON N20. 
Laxarai dtadad Gtapa ayfad 
ha* in Pmc Chine, onfenliig 
Saak Ifcnm Golf dab. FuDy 
hradcdldaaUebtiml 


fcbdbai, <M4e s«»*c jnd lags 
pnka. Thbe 3 nfan. Data 10 ad—. 
Ea*y —■ iu Cky nod Wen End. 
£1350 per rat 0171 6103216. 


E. ANGLIA. 

Ideal second home oh 
unspoiled private island. 
Tidal nL Good beaches. 

01621788451/ 788273. 
Fax:788244. 



DON'T MISS 
THE SUNDAY TIMES 
PROPERTY SUPPLEMENT 

26th April 1998 

Please call for deadlines 
and further information 

0171 4811986 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


GREECE 



ITALY 


SUSSEX 


DEVON 


‘nBOunrathWda m m— > 
Una Mhcdw of mums at 


HIGHBURY/ 

ISLINGTON 



POirThniaw—itatte—m- I ■■IBUfOW BURMA Syirnmli r 
By - Basov It. Caooon 4 vfc* a I 3 ladiWB S^fc—S—mi (all 
n Cor 12 y» ft tha pdoa of I an nilM) p—uh ouaa mh t— 
£36.950 is tbon f tf r oftmdo d - 1 —ea and balcmr olMng 

1-3 bad mTTap— in a h al — d 

■rmSSaj twtxz Bm —ft ft 

Sdomd-bdo-ponl.—n-l -MSS* 
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Retire in 

comfort and style 

Set in beautiful courtyard gardens, developments ol comfortably spadous 
retirement bouses and Oats, now in 19 counties around England. 

Currently for sale in Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Essex, Surrey, Warwickshire & 
West Sussex and soon in Hampshire & Wiltshire - Prices from £155,000 - £245,000 


Call 0800 220 858 quoting ref NP3 or write 


HIGHGATE 


JOHN'S MEWS 


lOindhridnal 
designed Apartments 
2/3 bedrooms 
£235,000-£290.000 
Penthouse £425,000 
Parking available 

0171 250 1012 

1141 IT jaw wr I — I acm «t 

iixOlTI 350 IBIS 



Visit our website- 

wwm ^|iliiJ>T. iihanlm.nk 


Ceficv n Hnlbmd *r»vt 
Kensington LioiJit VVS1 LT 


English Conrtyard^^^ 
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DEVON 

(3—aaa: 3 bed property "i* 
kd—eklnfbMHitaBspbi 
1 bed ANNEXE, Is Idyffie 
i Inwtftft *Ml f iwda 


UNDERWOOD 
WARMINGTON 
Td: (01271) 323290 


SOUTH DEVON, 
Lindridge Park 

Hni] pkuuc of lUi MMyg 
devdqDBil now rdcsscd, jwi 5 
mpciivOwflyMi Htyk deSadwl 
InxBy booses «U with own 


WALES 


BELGRAVIA 


Best Ga 


WILTON TERRACE SW! 
nh KtaK rad Di W vtah Utotr 

UuoWMnSJU 
EATON MEWS NORTH SWI 
uni bum. pagr rerp 2 t»di efc bad 
VaaQr. iwrimta 
LeaxU>3nD£6=5nCe 
EATON PLACE, SWI 

luDr ipcLar rcrp- be Ibedr I balk 
cton: bak: len- an nr 
Leac I& 20 IB 0 X 1000 

EBURY5TSW1 
4 n> a* w ran. n«ic uc z bote bvk 
&. kiorriM. purer pbr 
Lav la MM (274 AW 
U EKukohSawi, 

CMC Sqm L—dw SWI 

T* *171 73 B 91 S 3 
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CITY & WEST END 

barbican” 

Fla fat tale. 


BaJowv. Baduma. fep Mikl. 

Kiid —l Oaeriedbflg ptiam id 

pnnv pnddm n Spcod Hone. 
Kcamlv leliubiifant oca, ra t ian a. 
caipcn. fridge, oonter. 

£167^00. 

Td Mr or Mn Bdcnda m: 

01892 740 437 


Bidwells 


tnOtEin C0«5DIT**T! 


SUFFOLK 
Nr. WOODBRIDGE 

Me Icon Part is a development of New Homes 
and Conversions by the award winning East 
An glian developer Hopkins Homes Ltd. 

The exclusive homes are in a parkland setting 
and range from jT] 10,000 for a 3 bedroom 
house./) 176,n0rt for a 4 bedroom house and 
£235,000 for a 5 bedroom house. 

For a brochure please call 
Vicky Good child at the Show Home 
Tel: 01394 387587 





W E X N E R 


WANTED 

YILARdo GOLF, 
Quinta do Lago, 
warned by private cub 
buyer. VillH/apanmenL 
Reply to Mr K. Whitaker. 
68 Pembroke Road, 
Dublin 4, Ireland with 
detaSfl, locnrirm and price. 






SPAIN 


or 


(Bifid)77856S 


HOME SEARCH 



STAGS 


7/8And: lOJOam-oJOpm 
Al The London Office, 
39PaHM«nSWI 
Wide sctecstcn of properties 
dmagboat Devon. Cornwall 
rod S worji ct 


HOMES 
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For Amber deiaik, contact 
Nicky Chcckley • 
Exeter (01392) 255282 


\ , H U 

. - J : w$ ,, lt , 

. a • ■ ' L'fcsP . v^.l^L 



FRANCE 


Hopkins homes 



KEWHOIWES 


Westbury^ 

In a sought after location in Somerset, on the outskirts of 

Taunton 


There ore just 10 detached 
5 bedroom homes with 
study, 3 bathrooms, 
utility, dining, entrance 
hall, double garage 
and superlative 
specification. Prices 
from £216,000. 
Purchase plans available* 

Coll Sandy Palfrey 
on (01278) 653610 



pMi &nmwn of o Iwicol WojSswy 
5 (women adadxd home. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


PR 
5kms UZES. 

BaBdfitQy Rfftvsd dfidsoca 

boms in bimHlvjI bsclid 

Q mgnx 3 beds viiheBiiikB 
babi. Ceobl awnysd ft Iwgc 
rooftop tRoce. CJL, adhrA; 



HAMPSHIRE 



SOUTH OF FRANCE 

Unaty dmmg booM wifti 
BBgni&car tkws owr hnlug 
L’Ettnl MoBBUim. Skxgs S whh 
nun pea bone Tor 2. Saab 
fKOgwreafmtmteaacaaad 
ae ia»6a gpooLTtaneedgeBlM- 
■naoL 1 acre wiA400fi«c trees. 

B eac b cs ZOnam. 

1800000 FT. 

TeU #131552 4242 
(answer phone) 



£550,000 

Td: 8171379 8880 or 





FRANCE 


LAND FOR SALE 


PUBLIC AUOION SALE - FRANCE 

Friday 17ih April, 1998 

VALdTSERE 

EuxpIxxuJ apartmcoL Dcnu-Cb&lct 
In lwgny*tfl f p*M f B CP- 

U ftjb WCttd View QNI vfHlfC HiflMwMti—itifm 


Ki:Sl R\ 1 PRK'I:.: 2.266.000 I E 


Far Information & Visile 
Contact: MaJtrc Roger Rebut 
Attorney at the Bar ofCHAMBERY 

Tel: 0033 4 79 85 00 66 


Exceptional split-level penthouses with 
large roof gardens overlooking Broadgate 

from £225,000 to £450,000 


also 2 bed apartments from £ 175,000 


Just 300 yards from Liverpool Street Station • Restoration of fine 
of Neo-Dutch warehouse • Excellent specification includes fully 
applianced kitchens, solid Maple floors and gas central heating 

A development by sole agents 


Copthorn Homes' 1 


A Bright New Way of Living 

A member of the Conntryiide Groop 


SOLE AGENTS 

0171 363 8888 
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When the rural idyll goes wron 


Living in the 
country is no 
bed of roses if 
you can’t get 
to the shops or 
doctor, says 
Faith Glasgow 


T he lack of amenities in 
villages across Brit¬ 
ain tends to have 
more impact on the 
less vociferous members of 
country communities — par¬ 
ticularly the elderly — than on 
the hunting, shooting and 
fishing brigades. 

The Countryside march did 
much to highlight the fate of 
fox-hunting but little to help 
the plight of rural services. As 
the Rural Development Com¬ 
mission's 1997 Survey of Rural 
Services makes abundantly 
clear, a large proportion of 
England’s ten million-strong 
rural population has no local 
access to basic services such as 
village shops or post offices. 

Of the 9,000 parishes sur¬ 
veyed. 70 per cent lacked a 
general store. 43 per cent were 
without a post office, and *31 
per cent were without a bank 
or building society. Worse 
still, the survey highlighted 
the continuing reduction in 
bus services — 75 per cent had 
no daily buses or community 
transport scheme. 

So what happens to country 
dwellers who lose their mobil¬ 
ity? Alan Gibbs. 74. a retired 
but sprightly teacher, lost his 
driving licence last August 
after Taking the compulsory 
DVLA three-yearly sight test. 
He failed because he had 
glaucoma {despite the fact that 
his ophthalmologist con¬ 
firmed that his eyes had not 
deteriorated for 15 years) and. 
although he is determinedly 
seeking a second opinion, he 
knows it is more than likely 
that his days behind the wheel 
are over. 

Since then, life at the hand¬ 
some V iaurian rectory in 
Farway a village four miles 
from Honnun in Devon where 
he retired in 1^82. has become 
increasingly awkward. There 
is no shop and no public 
transport of any sort, “except 




% g 

\ U : H fill > 

C i-S -Si- to 





The handsome Victorian rectory in Devon which the Gibbs are having to sell 


for an erratic marker bus on 
Tuesdays”, and he is entirely 
dependent on his wife — 
herself an uneasy driver, who 
feels the strain. 

In the end. and reluctantly, 
they have decided to sell the 
house where they thought 
they'd end their days. “I love 
living here. I love the valley 
and the village," says Mr 
Gibbs. “1 dom want to be a 


townie. I want to be able to get 
out into the fields.” Nonethe¬ 
less. amenities now have to be 
a priority: they will move to a 
small new development in 
Cirencester, nearer their child¬ 
ren. “It's half a mile to 
Waitrose and the library and 
less than half a mile to walk 
among the fields.” 

He admits, however, that 
the loss of mobility, though a 


great nuisance, has to some 
extent acted as a catalyst. A 
move to a smaller and berter- 
situated house might well 
have assumed more urgency 
as they got older. 

Simon Gordon Duff, of 
Knight Frank in Stratford- 
upon-Avon. has been dealing 
with a couple with similar 
foresight They live "out in the 
sticks of Warwickshire", 
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Alan and Jessica Gibbs have decided that better local facilities are now a priority 


‘Supermarkets 
have done more 
damage to rural 
life than BSE by 
crippling local 
shops and 
penalising those 
without cars’ 


several miles from the nearest 
village of Kineton, and are 
waiting only to find a suitable 
property in Stratford or some¬ 
where similar before they sell 
their house. He says: “They 
want to be within walking 
distance of shops and facili¬ 
ties. They're still pretty mobile, 
but they rely on a car and they 
are looking ahead.” 

Sisters Gladys Miller and 


Betty Chadwick were in a 
similar position when they 
decided to move from 
Ounkeld in Scotland to 
Chorlcywuod in Hertford¬ 
shire. Although Dunkeld had 
some facilities, says Mrs 
Miller, “it wasn't enough to 
inspire you to shop. We had to 
drive 15 miles to Perth each 
week to shop properly”. They 
have bought adjoining homes 
in a retirement village for the 
over-sixties, where a shop, 
surgery, library and restau¬ 
rant are all on-site. “We 
haven’t got the mountains and 
lochs, but we have lovely trees 
and pubs and everything we 
need nearby,” she says. 

The car has. of course, long 
been a way of life in the 
country: if people don’t have a 
village shop they drive a few 
miles for bits and pieces; and 
even if diet' do. few are beyond 
the influence of the supermar¬ 
ket chains for major shopping 
trips. 

Tom Quinn. Editor of The 
Countryman magazine, says: 


“In some respects. Tesco and 
Sainsbury have done more 
damage to the fabric of rural 
society than BSE and intensive 
farming practices pur toge¬ 
ther. because they cripple local 
shops, and that penalises 
those without cars.” 

J ames Wilson, of the 
property search firm 
Lane ?ox Acquisitions, 
suggests that rural infra¬ 
structure is a secondary con¬ 
sideration for buyers moving 
or “semi-moving” out of town. 
“They wont be put off by lack 
of amenities. They’re looking 
for a toehold in the country 
and finding the right house is 
the most important thing." he 
says. 

But as they approach retire¬ 
ment and spend more time 
within the community, a pro¬ 
cess of “ru ralisation” sets in 
and local facilities assume a 
new importance. “They start 
thinking about post offices, 
doctors, shops — a supportive 
environment. In a lot of cases 



they move from their rdarivdv 
big and remote house to a 
smaller and more manageably 
one in a village with better 
services." 

So w'hat should buyers 
particularly older ones, con¬ 
sider when taking a long-term 
view of their rural idyll? if fa 
a wholehearted move to the 
country, don’t underestimate 
the value of basic amenities 
down the road. 


A s Jonathan Hawaii 
of search agents 
County Homesearch 
in Truro, points out 
“Probably 70 per cent of our 
clients want an cdge-oFvillaqe * 
situation: but we never bait * 
people saying they'd like to 
live on the edge of a village 
without a shop, post office and 
pub. The dream is to be able to 
walk up to a mile to pick up the 
paper.” 

This translates into a higher 
value for houses with public 
transport and amenities with¬ 
in easy striking distance. 
While it can be difficult to 
compare individual proper¬ 
ties. John Husband at Hum¬ 
berts in Lew es. Sussex, puts an 
average premium of 10-15 per 
cent on those that are weli- 
located. ^ 

Mr Haward compares two 
popular villages, both five 
miles from Truro. Perranwell 
Station has a pub. post office 
and shop ialthough the butch¬ 
er closed two years ago), as 
well as a primary sdwol and 
village hall. Devoran. a couple 
of miles away, is also well- 
served. except that it no longer 
has a shop. 

A four-bedroom detached 
house in Fen-unwell has just 
been sold for £135,000. while a 
similar property in Devoran 
went for £117.000. 

Apart from the convenience 
of being able to obtain day-to- 
day essentials without getting 
in the car. village shops — . 
along with the pub. church ® 
primary school and village 
hall — ixmstitute the mainstay 
of a much sought-after sense of 
community on the doorstep. 

If you can combine all that 
with the house of your dreams, 
you are luckier than many 
oiuntryside dwellers for 
whom rural life is an increas¬ 
ingly tough srruggie. 

• The Old Rectory til Tamay 
is on lhe market for SJ80&V 
with Humberts in Honiton 
iOHMW&L 
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JOHN D WOOD & CO. 



London and Country Estate Agents 


Established 1872 
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ABERDERE GARDENS, NW6. Freehold £895,000 
In a conservation area and a quiet road, a Victorian house with many original feature? 
including parquet floors, fireplaces and cornicing, 6 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, shower room, 
2 reception rooms, kitchen, 25.9 ha (8F1 garden. 

• ST JOHN'S WOOD OFFICE; 0171722 5556 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE - Uley Price Guide: £685,000 
With views over the Griswold escarpment, a well proportioned family house with an excellent 
range of outbuildings and stables. 6/8 beds, 4 baths, dressing rm, 3 reception rooms, utility, 
garage, grounds, hay store, 2 shelters, tack rm and 4 stables. About 6.b acres 
CIRENCESTER OFFICE: 01285 642244 
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BATTERSEA CHURCH 
ROAD, 5W1L 


A dunning Victorian 
house needing complete 
modernisation; with the 
potential to extend behind 
and above, subject to 
consents. The house is dose 
to local amenities, Battersea 
Park and Chelsea. 

3 bedrooms, bathroom, 

2 reception rooms, kitchen, 
front and rear gardens. 


Freehold 

£275,000 

BATTERSEA 
OFFICE 
0171228 0174 
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CARRINGTON HOUSE Wl. Lease to 2076 £320,000 

i recently redecorated third floor flat, MjiLable as a pied-a-terre or rental investment, 
in a block |usl by Shepherd Market and Curzon Street. 2 bedrooms, bathroom, 
shower room, reception room, kitchen, porterage and lift 
MAYFAIR OFFICE 0171 408 0055 








WEST SUSSEX - Crawley Down Price Guide: Excess of £1,000,000 
Enjoying views over it's own land, an elegant Georgian house. Grade □ listed, with a 2 bedroom 
cottage. 9 beds, 4 baths, shower rm, 4 reccps, billiard rm, orangery, conservatory, offices, 
outbuildings, stable yard, garaging, tennis court About 13.9 ha 1345 acres) grounds. 
EAST GRINSTEAD OFFICE 01342 326326 HEAD OFFICE 0171 493 4106 







OXFORDSHIRE - Clifton Hampden Price Guide: £525,000 
A fine bam conversion with a heated swimming pool a magnificent landscaped courtyard and 
gardens of about 13 acres. 4 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, 3 reception rooms, lull cloakroom, 
playroom/unity room, outbuildings, garaging plus stone bam with conversion potential. 
OXFORD OFFICE 01865 311 522 


BRUNSWICK 
GARDENS, WE 

A refurbished Victorian 
house, arranged over four 
floors and with a west¬ 
facing garden, in a quiet 
street on Campden Hill. 

4/5 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, 

2 reception rooms, 
kitchen/dining/ 
family room, utility room, 
cloakroom, balconies and 
roof terrace. 


Freehold 

Price Guide £2^50,000 

KENSINGTON 
OFFICE 
0171727 0705 
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ONSLOW GARDENS, SWT. Share of Freehold £425,000 
most elegant first floor flat with a west-facing drawing room opening onto a balcony. 
Bedroom, bathroom, kitchen and large roof terrace. 
_CHELSEA OFFICE 0171 3521484 
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The yew hedge maze at Chatsworth House was planted in 1962 to an earlier connected design, and ads as a magnet to tempt visitors into another area of the garden 

Gardening on a grand scale 


T! 


1 he Easter holidays are tradi¬ 
tionally the time when, 
flushed with spring and the 
failures in our own gardens, 
we start visiting other people's in 
earnest It is a popular sport although 
not a new one in the 18th century 
garden visiting, or rather visiting 
grand landscapes such as Stourhead 
and Studeley Royal, was all the rage.. 

In those days there were no formal 
openings and visitors tended to turn 
up unannounced. Sometimes enter¬ 
prising estate workers and gardeners 
would take advantage and charge 
huge sums for a guided tour. At 
Chatsworth (see below) in the 19th 
century, for instance, the sixth Duke 
of Devonshire insisted that the water-" 
works be turned on whenever a 
visitor arrived. The waterworks, then 
and- today, include the Emperor 
fountain, a cascade and a trick tree 
which showers innocent bystanders 
with water. 

At the turn of the century. Sir 
Frank Crisp was one of the first to 
open his garden. Friar Park, regular¬ 
ly and formally. He did so for a 
charity linked to today's National 
Gardens Scheme. Sir Frank made an 
utterly mad and very well-planted 
garden in Oxfordshire. 

Sadly. Friar Park is privately 
owned and is no longer open to the 
public. The four gardens I've picked 
to start The Times garden visiting 
season are respectable and important 
rather than eccentric, and they are 
open most of the time. 

■ Chatsworth, Derbyshire 
{01246 582204) 4 miles east of 
BakewelL Open daily until October. 
Uam-Spm. £3.60. 

THE DUCHESS of Devonshire's 
active interest in gardening keeps 
Chatsworth lively with a working 
kitchen garden, a large restored maze 


Jane Owen launches the visiting season with a leisurely stroll 
through some of Britain's stately homes and landscaped gardens 



The Duchess of Devonshire's plant sculptures (left), and the stream and bog garden at Rosemoor 


and other projects on top of the 
traditional features of fine beds, 
sculpture and well-stocked glass¬ 
houses. She is responsible for the odd 
privet, yew and ivy garden clipped 
and trained into the shapes of a four- 
poster bed, stairs, table and chairs. 
But the 100-acre garden and land¬ 
scape is best known as a fine example 
of work by Capability Brown and 
Joseph Paxton. Mr Paxton was head 
gardener and largely responsible for 
the massive water works, including 
the 296ft water jet making the 
Emperor fountain. The earlier cas¬ 
cade. made in the I7th cenfuiy by 
London and Wise, has been restored, 
as has their trick tree. 

■ Rosemoor, Great Torrington 
(01805 624067) / mile south east of 
Great Torrington. Open daily until 
September. 10am-6pm. £4. 

A LARGE PART of RHS Rosemoor 
was created from a field on land 


GARDENS TO VISIT 


given to the Society by Lady Anne 
Palmer along with her traditional 
garden and arboretum. The new 
prden is barely ten years old but it 
has foe feel of an established garden. 

The planting is excellent, foe 
design is a mixture of awful and 
good. The group of Sorbus trees 
trained with simple black metal 
pillars into a cylinder-shaped, open- 
roofed gazebo makes an innovative 
and effective feature. 

At this time of year the bog and 
stream garden between foe new and 
old gardens is at its best and foe 
dogwood collection is still strutting its 
brightly coloured bare branches. The 
pain into foe old garden dips through 
a tunnel under a road and emerges in 
from of a magnificent stone waterfall 
where ferns and mosses have estab¬ 
lished themselves. 


■ Dawyck Botanic Garden. Stobo 

{0172J 760254) 8 miles south west of 
Peebles. Open daily until October. 
9JOam-6pm. £3. 

THIS IS PART of the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Edinburgh and it is sited 
on a magnificent steep-sided valley of 
Scrape Bum with views across 
Perthshire. In foe 19th century. Sir 
Murray Naesmyth landscaped the 
valley and added ltaiianaie bridges, 
terraces and urns. 

Most of the 60 acres is a fine 
arboretum which has been planted 
for 300 years with important trees 
being introduced from David Doug¬ 
las’s expeditions to northwest Ameri¬ 
ca. There are collections of birch, 
rowan, cotoneaster and berberis and 
a well-marked Scottish rare plant 
frail, including foe white-flowered 
Potentilla rupestris or Rock Cinque¬ 
foil, which is found in only two places 
in Britain. 

One of foe garden's most original 


features is a cryptogamic sanctuary 
— a large area set aside for plants 
such as mosses, algae, lichens, fungi 
and ferns. The wildlife is good. too. 

■ Holehird Gardens, Cambria 
{01539446008') 1 mile north of 
Windermere. Entrance by donation. 
Open daily dawn to dusk. 
HOLEHIRD’S 13 acres of add soil in 
a well-wooded area on the eastern 
shore of Windermere gets low levels 
of sun, 70 inches of rain a year and 
high humidity — which is why 
Gardening Which? carries out some 
of its plant trials at Holehird. 
National collections of astflbes (foe 
largest collection in the world), 
polystichum ferns and hydrangeas 
are held here. During this month and 
next the alpines (including those in 
the alpine house), the rhododen¬ 
drons, spring flowering shrubs and 
narcissi will be at their best 

One of the most remarkable as¬ 
pects of this garden, which is affiliat¬ 
ed to the Royal Horticultural Sodety, 
is that it is ran by volunteers, many of 
them retired, and owned by the 
Lakeland Horticultural Sodety, 
which took over and restored 
Holehird in 1969. 

A 60ft handkerchief tree is among 
foe specimen trees, some of which 
survive from foe original 19th-centu¬ 
ry plantings. A walled area, formerly 
a kitchen garden, gives enough 
shelter for tender plants such as 
carpenteria and diasda to thrive. 

The LHS prides itself on its 
labelling system which it keeps up to 
date with engraved plastic labels. The 
garden is well maintained, each of 
foe members of foe sodety being a 
custodian of an area where they have 
autonomy within foe society’s demo¬ 
cratically agreed masterplan. Views 
from foe garden across foe lake ore 
particularly stunning. 



STEPHEN ANDERTON S 

GARDEN ANSWERS 


1 save every scrap of 
raw fruit and vegeta¬ 
ble waste for our compost 
bin. which produces excel¬ 
lent results. However, bear¬ 
ing in mind we have 
produce from all over the 
world, is there a risk, how¬ 
ever slight that in the long 
term I might in this way 
introduce soil-borne dis¬ 
eases. or even microscopic 
insect life? - A. Fox. 
Edgware, Middx. 

® Global transport is al¬ 
ways a small risk of 
introducing pests and dis¬ 
eases. When it comes to the 
introduction of new garden 
pesis. there are various pro¬ 
tections in place. First, plant 
importation, especially of 
plants with soil and roots 
attached, is governed by 
strict rules. Second, most 
crops imported from around 
the world are already heavi¬ 
ly sprayed with pesticides to 
meet our legislative require¬ 
ments. Third, most pests 
thrive best in their natural 
habitat and do not necessar¬ 
ily adapt to our climate. 

That said, if any pest did 
arrive on a tropical plant it 
would be much more likely 
to crawl or fly off on to one of 
your houseplants than to 
multiply in foe compost 
heap. The indoor climate 
would be so much more like 
home, and there are few 
predators. The risk of prolif¬ 
eration in a com pas i is 
small, especially in a weli- 
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the chances are one of them 
will be male, so if you plant a 
female you will get those 
succulent red berries on your 
tree. To be certain of berries 
you need to plant a male and 
a female, and that means 
going to a nursery rather 
than a garden centre, when? 
you should be offered sexed 
plants. 

For something a bit more 
special, why not plam the 
spectacular yellow-berried 
female form Fruclu Luteo. 
When it is covered with fruit 
it is fabulous to see. it is not 
listed in this year's edition of 
77ie Plant Finder, but some¬ 
one must be growing it If so. 
please lei me know. I’ll buy 
one too. 



made heap which heats to 
high temperatures. Go on 
oomposting. 

We are planting a yew 
tree on our village 
green to mark the millenni- 
um. What size should we 
buy, and how do we care for 
it? The soil is day. — EJ. 
Walker MBE, Wateriooville, 
Hants. 

Hooray' Yews may be 
nlv to 


poisonous but only 


those animals or people who 
gorge on them. Plant one but 
fence it off if there are risks of 
it being eaten. 

Yews are unfussy about 
soil as long as it is not 
waterlogged. For the millen¬ 
nium 1 would plant some¬ 
thing 2-3ft tall, preferably 
bare-rooted rather than pot- 
grown. 

Although yews seed them¬ 
selves and survive in heavy 
shade, they do better in full 
sun. in well-prepared soil 
with compost or manure. 
Select a tree with a strong 
leader to be the trunk, and 
prune out any rival leaders. 
You can let all the side 
branches remain on foe tree 
down to ground level. Only if 
you are planting close to a 
path will you need to lift the 
lower branches. 

If there are other yews in 
gardens around foe green. 


q] My garden soil is 
heavy and densely 
compacted. I have dug 
down 2-3ft to loosen it, and 
was thinking of scattering 
earthworms on it m an 
attempt to aerate iL Any 
advice please; and where do 
I get the worms? — 
S. Sea berg, Bury, Lancs, 
nri I admire you digging 
l/*l so deep, though 1 won¬ 
der how necessary it was to 
go quite so far down. Worms 
will stay only if there is 
organic matter in the soil to 
tempt them and feed them. 
Get hold of all the organic 
matter you can — old com¬ 
post manure, mushroom 
compost — and die it in 
deeply. If the soil is clay, 
some coarse grit would also 
help to open up the soil. 
Then, if the worms do not 
appear of their own accord, 
buy some of foe little red 
high-temperature worms for 
your compost heap, and 
bulk them up there before 
adding them to the soil. 

You can also bury deep- 
burrowing earthworms for 
normal outdoor soil tem¬ 
peratures. Both are available 
from Wiggly Wigglers, Low¬ 
er Blakemere. Herefordshire 
HR2 9PXI019SI 500391). 


• Write to Garden Answers. 
Weekend. The Times, 

/ Pennington St. London El 
9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. 

Enclosures cannot be returned. 



Create heaven on earth with your own sacred garden, writes Guy Ogihy 


BRITISH LIBRARY 


A ll gardens are sacred spaces, 
especially your own. So says 
Roni Jay. whose beautifully 
illustrated book Sacred Gardens 
not only explores the history and 
culture of gardens, but also shows 
us how we can incorporate sacred 
elements into our own gardens or 
even make our own Zen garden, 
knot garden, healing garden or one 
of seven traditional sacred gardens. 

Talking to Roni in her walled 
garden in south Devon. I asked her 
what inspired foe book. “We’re 
sitting in if she says. “It was 
moving down here and starting to 
restore this andent garden that 
brought together my interests in 
history, spirituality and gardening. 
Moving from foe city fo foe country 
you are aware of trying to find your 

own little slice of paradise, and 


A partnership 
with nature 



flowing in 
lastonbury 


when 1 learnt ■ that the word 
‘paradise’ is derived from foe 
Persian for ‘waJled garden’. I 
realised that gardens have always 
represented an attempt to recreate 
our idea of heaven on earth." 

So can we see in gardens the 
spiritual values of a culture? 
“That's right As with any art form, 
when you explore and analyse it it 
informs us about foe history and 
foe cultural values of a people and 
their relationship with place. The 
Persians, for example, modelled 
their gardens on the description of 
paradise in foe Koran, and they 
planted them with trees and flow* 
ers with symbolic spiritual values 
such as the rose, as described in foe 
Koran. But the idea behind foe 
most important feature of their 
gardens pre-dates Islam by centu¬ 
ries. Back to the Book of Genesis 
and foe Garden of Eden." 

The archetypal earthly paradise? 
“Exactly. The river that flowed out 
of the Garden of Eden is supposed 
to have split into four rivers, 
dividing foe Earth into four. Four is 
foe most holy number in Islam, 
symbolising order and symmetry, 
so tiwy incorporated foe idea into 
foeir gardens, using channels to 
represent rivers dividing the 
garden into four or multiples of 
four in larger gardens. Persia being 
a very dry country, they exalted 


water as the most important natu¬ 
ral element, the giver of life, and in 
their gardens they made sure you 
were always within sight and 
sound of water." 

Did other traditional cultures 
also have the garden as paradise 
idea? “Yes. The early Chinese. The 
Chinese Taoist conception of para¬ 
dise was the Mystic Isles where the 
Immortals lived. There* the story 
of Emperor Wu who wanted to find 
foe Mystic Isles so that he could ask 
foe Immortals for foe secret of 
eternal life. He searched the seas 
for years in vain and eventually 
derided to try to hire the Immortals 
to him by recreating the Mystic 
Isles as a garden. The Immortals 
never came but the traditional 
Chinese lake and island garden 
was established." 

W hat about foe West? Do 
we have a tradition of 
sacred gardens? “In foe 
West we tend to have what we 
consider a more practical ap¬ 
proach. Medieval healing gardens 
provided medicinal herbs, for ex¬ 
ample, but there was a kind of 
medieval garden called foe Mary 
Garden, which honoured the Vir¬ 
gin Mary. This would be . an 
enclosure within a larger walled 
garden, signifying foe womb and 
the feminine principle and would 


be planted with trees and flowers 
symbolic of the beauty and purity 
of the Virgin, such as white roses 
and Madonna lilies.” 

Nowadays. Roni feels that spiri¬ 
tual values tend to be less condi¬ 
tioned by religion. “We all have our 
own sense of the sacred even if it* 
on foe purely aesthetic level of 
being attracted to certain types of 
plant or slyle of garden. Everyone’s 
garden is a unique expression. We 
work with what we’ve got, be it a 
window-box, a roof garden or a 
6ve-acre plot, in the way that suits 
us. Gardening is a creative and 
medhational exercise. By consider¬ 
ing foe sacred aspects of gardening, 
-things like weeding can seem less 
like a chore and more an expres¬ 
sion of creating space and harmony 
in our lives. 

“Gardening is a partnership we 
make with nature. We have to work 
with her in order to be successful, 
but we are taking a creative role, 
working with what we have got and 
what is feasible. Thar's a metaphor 
for our own lives." 

Anyone interested in any aspect 
■ of the sacred in gardening, be it 
cultural, historical or practical, mil 
be entertained and informed by 
Roni* engaging book. Full of 
fascinating information. Sacred 
Gardens is a practical handbook. 
Seven types of gardens are 
described, with a section at the end 
of each chapter providing practical 
information, examples of layouts 
and suggested plant combinations 
to help the beginner or even 
advanced gardener to create them 
own piece of heaven. 

• Sacred Gardens is available from 
The Tunes Bookshop (09901344S9)for 
£14.99. ind pop. 
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A print of a medieval walled garden, some of which were planted with medicinal plants 
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Britain’s style dictator smuggles in exotic cuttings but seldom gets his hands dirty, Jane Owen finds 


Conran refines 
horticulture 


ME AND 


T he ubiquitous Conran clan 
has so far educated us in 
matters of taste (interior 
decor): taste (food); taste 
(earing out): sex: taste (clothes); 
books and. now ... gardening. Sir 
Terence's latest book written with 
my Sunday Times colleague Dan 
Parson and already translated, 
among other languages, into Japa¬ 
nese. is a 272-page hardback cover¬ 
ing aspects of modem garden 
design. Very modem. Martha 
Schwartz's bagel garden appears in 
it. Jekyli's work is absent. 

Sir Terence's own gardens, one in 
the Home Counties, one near Tower 
Bridge, are a mix of old and new. 

His apartment above the Conran 
shop in Shad Thames, a wind-dried 
ostrich steak's throw from his smart 
restaurants which dot the south 
bank near Tower Bridge, is an airy 
affair. To the east is a breakfast 
terrace with wicker chairs and a row 
of terracotta pots burgeoning with 
figs. In the comer, the" skeletons of 
runner bean plants that kept Sir 
Terence supplied last summer. In 
season, the pots along die edge of 
this terrace froth with pelargoni¬ 
ums, petunias and lilies. 

Inside the apartment, and in the 
offices below, pots of Sir Terence's 
favourite shrub, the pale-leaved 
evergreen Sparrmannia. hug the 
windows. On the west side a 
modem conservatory takes up the 
whole of one waif, with a terrace 
beyond. The conservatory is packed 
with plants designed to blot oul in 
Sir Terence's words, “some of the 
ugliest architecture in London". You 
can see the top of Tower Bridge, the 
House of Commons and St Paul's 
Cathedral but not Guy's Hospital 
and Price Waterhouse. 

He proceeds to reel off names of 1 
buildings that fall short of the 
Conran" ideal while Simon, the 
minder for this interview, moans 
quietly and wonders aloud about 
libel. If anything this seems to 
encourage Sir Terence. 

Controversy certainly seems to 
follow him at the moment: a high- 
profile divorce from Caroline and a 
£10.5 million settlement which 
caused him some complaint, fol¬ 
lowed by an unfortunate misunder¬ 
standing over his comments about 
the Millennium Dome. 

“I just felt that the Millennium 
Dome should not be given over 
predominantly to Christianity. Any¬ 
way. there are lots of under-utilised 


MY GARDEN: SIR TERENCE 



‘During the 
war there was a 


great effort to grow 
for the pot. I had 
my own garden 
with carrots and 
runner beans’ 


domes around the country which 
the Anglican church could use to 
whip up a bit of business. I am not 
directly involved, of course. I am 
only what Mr MandHson likes to 
call one of his litmus papers — J give 
my opinions about things!” 

H e also has to run his 
burgeoning empires, 
and so leaves most of the 
gardening to others. His 
conservatory, for instance, is largely 
run by the Filipino housekeeper. 

At the centre of the conservatory a 
tank is filled with arum likes; 
around about there are lemon trees 
and a series of pots with mind-your- 
own-business running wild- The 
plan had been to keep the conserva¬ 
tory cool and green and Japanese 
but. Sir Terence says, his enthusi¬ 
asm for the project meant far too 
much was packed in so now there is 
a hot. green, jungly effect 
He is fidgety about the conserva¬ 
tory. muttering he wished he'd 


CONRAN 


taken a few hours to prune it back. 
His main occupation at Barton 
Court gardens. 20 acres of Berk¬ 
shire. is pruning: 

“I'm not a great one for turning 
the soil myself, although I once had 
a garden in Suffolk entirely overtak¬ 
en by horseradish. 1 eradicated it in 
four years by carefully digging it out 
and then sieving the soil." 

Today at Barton Court a full-time 
gardener and his helpers do the 
donkey work. The gardens, de¬ 
signed by Sir Terence, are a gentle 
mix of old and new: for instance, 
there are yew hedges and wisteria 
dripping down the fronr of the 
house, plus a topiary garden, but the 
topiary is snipped into modern 
abstracts. Since he bought the 18th- 
century pile in 1972, he has added 
garden rooms and odd touches, 
such as a small herd of fibreglass 
deer by Nick Munro. 

Vegetables are a Conran enthusi¬ 
asm and one-and-a-half acres have 
been put aside for herbs and 
vegetables. Savoury varieties of 
mint and thyme and anything else 
not readily available to Sir Terence's 
eateries are the favoured crops. 

"During the war my parents 
gardened in Hook, where we had 
escaped from the bombing in 
London. There was a great effort to 
grow for the pot. I had my own 
garden with things such as carrots 
and runner beans," he says. 

The wartime gardening experi¬ 
ence helped to inspire Sir Terence'S 
Second World War garden at the 
Chelsea Flower Show, which went 
down in history for having included 
a decorative motif in the shape of a 
pair of knickers. 

"I thought the judges would be 
terribly upset about the knickers but 
we won gold for the garden." Sir 
Terence says. 

His latest passion is for a potato 
he found in Lapland and brought 
bade to Britain to see if it would 
grow in such a mild climate. I 
suggest that the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture might not be thrilled by this 
freelance importing, which causes 
Simon to groan. But once again, 
this merely encourages Sir Terence, 
who adds that wherever he goes, he 
usually brings back cuttings or 
seeds. Simon squirms. 

“Only little ones." says Sir Ter¬ 
ence. airily. 

•The Essential Garden Book by Sir 
Terence Conran and Dan Pearson. 
Conran Octopus. £30. 



Sir Terence Conran's London conservatory is more steamy jungle than cool Japanese 



■ Watch out for and 
spray outbreaks of 
aphids on greenhouse 
plants as the weather 
warms up. Ventilate 
welt on mild days. 


■ Clip summer- 
flowering heathers 
(Calluna vulgaris, 
Daboecia cantabrica. 
Erica anerea. Erica 
vagans and their 
varieties) just as the 
shoots begin to grow. 
Take off the leading tips 
and the upper Flowered 
part of the stem, leaving 
die lower buds to Gil 
out This may mean 
taking 9in off 
Daboeaas and only bin 
off some Cailunas. Do 
not cut back hard into 
old wood: it will not 
shoot again. 


■ Plant potatoes, 
starting with the earliest 
varieties. Set the tubers 
I5in apart in well- 
manured soil, in rows 
!5in apart for ear lies 
and 24-30in for large 
main crop varieties. 
Tubers should be set 
with the majority of 
shoots at the top, and 
covered with only 2Ln of 
soil. 


■ Plant gladioli at a 
depth of 6in in a rich, 
water-retentive soil. In 
areas of heavy or day 
soil, set the conns on a 
handful of sand to 
improve drainage. 

■ Protect wall blossom, 
newly set fruit and early 
flowering shrubs 
against sudden severe 
night frosts with netting 
or fleece. Protection 
from light frosts can be 
given with just a sheet of 
newspaper if the night is 
still. The weather may 
be kind at the moment, 
but there is still a good 
chance of frost through 
April and May. 

■ Dig up and pot some 
roots of mint for early 
growth on a windowsill. 
Apple mint (Mentha 
suaveolens) is a good 
sweet, general-purpose 
mint, suitable for sauces . 
or summer drinks. 


AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


THE mm TIMES 


FREE CHILD TICKET 
FOR NATURAL 
HISTORY MUSEUM 



aSftagE 

T o celebrate 
the opening of 
The Natural History 
Museum's new exhibition. Myths 
& Monsters, and the release of Men 
in Black (who slay modem monsters) 
on retail video. The Times offers readers 
the chance to have a FREE entry ticket for a child under 14, 
when accompanied by an adult between Saturday April II 
and Sunday April 19. 

The exhibition features life-like animated robots modelled on 
mythological creatures, including the chimera, dragon and 
Cyclops alongside intriguing specimens and replicas from the 
Museum's own collections. Children will be able to explore 
questions such as: Did dragons and unicorns really exist? 
and Does a monster live in Loch Ness? 

In today's Meg6? there is an exciting competition for 
children, in association with The Natural History Museum 
and Men in Black, which is released on video from April 8. 

To obtain your FREE child ticket simply present the voucher, 
right when you buy one adult ticket at The Natural History 
Museum admission desk. Cromwell Road, London SW7. The 
museum is open Mon-Sat 10am-5^0pm and Sun l!am-5.50pm. 
For more information about (be exhibition, rail 0171-938 9123. 


THE TIMES/ NATURAL HISTORY 
MUSEUM FREE ENTRY VOUCHER 


} Uiis voucher entitles the bearer to one FREE child (under J4) 

I Ucket when accompanied by ore adufl paying the full prica tor enUy 
j to The Natural History Museum between April 11 aid 19.1996. 



MEN IN 


CHANGING TIMES 


The catwalk camellias 


Stephen 


JENNIFER TREHANE 


Anderton 


admires the 
blooms that 
make a hedge 
to remember 


T here is something about 
formal double-flowered 
camellias that makes 
them too perfect for garden 
use. or at least for informal, 
woodland garden use. These 
beauties were meant for the 
horticultural catwalk, in a 
formal garden or conserva¬ 
tory, where you can shame¬ 
lessly linger over their finer 
details. But stand a chorus line 
of these beauties out in the 
garden and what do you have? 
A hedge. And this is a role they 
play supremely well. 

Often so-called flowering 
hedges simply change hue as a 
mass of small flowers erupt 
over the surface. Escallonia is 
a case in point, so is thorn, but 
camellias can produce a wall 
of showy flowers with every 
success, a temporary gallery or 
serious blooms. For a formal 
hedge, certain varieties of 
camellia can be perfect 
But remember that, unlike 
non-flowering hedges, a came¬ 
llia hedge will not present a 
uniform face on every aspect 
you cannot expect to make a 
“garden room" of camellias 
with good flowering on all 
sides, for light levels will vary 
too much. Even so a single run 
of camellia hedge can be 
shockingly stylish. 

The variety to choose de¬ 
pends on your expectations — 
how fast you want the hedge to 
reach full size, and how tight 
you want to see its habit of 
growth. There are slow-grow¬ 
ing camellias which make 
particularly tight upright 
growth, and these produce the 
most formal hedges planted at 
30in intervals. Tiptoe' is a late- 
flowering silver-pink semi¬ 
double. It has upright stems, 
giving it a similarity out of 
flower to Grisetinia, although 
it is of a darker green. It grows 
less than a foot a year, but in 
time will rise to 8-10fL The 
same holds true for ‘Jury's 
Yellow*, a mid to late variety 
introduced from New Zealand 
in 1976. It has white petals 




This glorious hedge of Camellia sasanqua in Los Angeles is 35 years old 


Preparation of th 
should be thorough, a 
lower layers of the st 
broken up. But there 
need tn incorporate 
manure into the hole. 

Moisture is im? 
Camellias which dry 
mid and late summt 
drop flower buds in 
tumn. Be careful whei 
camellias for formal 
that you do not try ti 
them in the dry lee of a 

Camellias like plenty 
but want keeping out 
winds and early-momii 
em sun which can s[ 
buds in frosty weather, 
overhead dappled shel 
be good further north 
the southwest a inor 
aspect is fine for stra; 
ward varieties. 

In favoured woodfai 
dens, some camellia 
grow to 20ft. and at ti 
even the formal double 
to look natural, esj 
when the ground be 
covered with petals, 
wonderful sight. 


surrounding a pale yellow 
anemone-like centre. ‘Antici¬ 
pation' is another New Zea¬ 
lander introduced in 1962. a 
rose crimson with large peony- 
type flowers. 

All these compact varieties 
need minimal attention to turn 
them into a tight hedge. Left 
alone they make cone-shaped 
bushes, but in a hedge a little 
nipping with secateurs to the 
sides every year, just after 
flowering, will keep the base 
from bulging and encourage 
the top to push higher.- A 
modicum of extra width at the 
base is good in any hedge but 
is especially valuable in a 
camellia hedge, which re¬ 
quires good light to flower 
evenly all over. 


I like to fix an occasional 
lower branch out side¬ 
ways with a cane, along 
the line of the hedge, to 
encourage the scallop rhythm 
of the bottoms of the individ¬ 
ual plants to blend into a 
straight hedge bottom. 

Other tight growers include 
'Margaret Waterhouse' (semi¬ 
double, light pink). 'Free Style* 
(semi-double, pule pink with a 
darker picotee edge). ‘Roger 
Hall’ (red formal double) and 
'Forest Green’ (red formal 
double with especially good 
glossy green foliage). 

If a less tight hedge is 
required, a broader range of 
varieties can be used. In fact. 


Camellia ‘Jury’s Yellow* 
is a Kiwi variety 

you can try making a screen 
with most camellias, but vari¬ 
eties suitable for a relatively 
narrow form are 'Debbie' (rose 
pink, peony form), 'Laura 
Boscawen' (rose pink, anemo¬ 
ne-centred, slow: mid to late 
season) and 'Seriorrta’ (crim¬ 
son rose, peony-form, mid to 
late). 

Camellias need a lime-free 
soil. Neutral soil is all right 
but acidic is better and they 
like an open soil. Heavy clay, 
even if acidic, win do them no 
good at all. Leaf mould is their 
favourite delicacy, and you 
should enrich the soil before 
planting with a good layer of 
leaf mould, or even coarse old 
garden compost. 

They can be planted any 
time through spring and early 
summer, making sure that 
they are set no deeper than 
they were in the poLs. They 
hate being ser too low. 


• Camellias are availal 
Trehane Camellia Nurs 
Siapehill Road. Hampr 
Wi'm borne. Dorset BH3 
@12028734901: Coghurs 
lyy House Lane, near Th 
Hastings. East Sussex 71 
(01424 7562281. 

• Camellias: The Comp! 
to their Cultivaiinn and '■ 
Jennifer Trehane. publii 
Batsford in May. £30. 
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HARD WATER 

[he scientific solution 
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We believe Krystal is toe only 
water softener worth fitting. 

I Advanced omputer technology with 
automatic 24-hour, 365-day programme 
I Compact size means installation is never a 
problem - even in the smallest spaces 
I Universal performance - Krystal is 
exceeding expectations where others fail 


Fit Krystal yyurself- 
NO plumbing, 

NO maintenance, 

NO chemicals and less 
than £2 a year to run. 

fNO-RISK HOME TRIAL - we give you 90 DAYS 
to try Krystal IN YOUR OWN HOME 


Our . 
Promise 

suit n</,'cr < H 

2 J3M2k' ou L ni{ i” n '} 




5* ' Lines open 24 hours, 7 days 

1800 590050 


atarftwLM,47-4A HigfcSt.ftajoerfarf,ButsHS17BNEW: 01468B87S06 telUtHGB6411 

_1_TRADE AHD OVBtSEAS BfflUBRES WBCBirai 



Imagine ihe convenience 
and security of being able 
lo open your garage doors 
without having to get out 
of your cot 

Guardian's roller shutter 
garage doors are fully 
automatic and are operated 
by a remote, handheld 
controller. 


• Moda from tough, 
m a i n ten a n ce-h— dominium. 

• Durable rtove mamfcil 
finish. 

• In a range of colours. 

• Automatic Locking. 

• War node for a perfect & 

• Fufiy instaBed by • 
GumfinV own craftsmen. 

• ffigh Security. .. 


FOR A FREE BROCHURE RING 

01484 461010S ^ 

OR RETURN IHE COUPON BBlOW WllHOUt OBUGfflON 


f REEP0ST * SEND TODAY • HO STAMP REQUIRED 


Post lo: GUARDIAN GARAGE DOORS, TTO4/41S8 
FREEPOST, HF3 118, HUDDBSRBO, HD3 311. 

MR/MRS/MS_ 

TELEPHONE_.J_=_ 


THE ENDLESS POOL 



■ CoBfkta fcb fattILSOO * VAT bt 
■D jar Mm reisusiog pals 
tool con Mu tea Bay canpmbk 
numi iMimnl pool. 


<U» per i 

RiH mb n mtiu a From 

ENDLESS POOLS" 


m.'0142058126* 
FAX: 01420 561277 


Ideal for hedge trimming 


LADDER 
STABILISER 


9 Safe, strong support makes 
ladders free standing. 

• Prevents ladders slipping 
or toppling sideways. 

•Works on uneven ground. 

• Ready for use in seconds. 

• High quality, light weight. 

• Fits any Alu or wood ladder. 

Send for FREE colour brochure 

ANKALAD 

20 New Road Gravesend 
Kent DAT1 OAA 

TEL: 01474 537237 

8am-8pm: 7 days 


—^QUALITY TIMBER BIDDINGS 

POUNDSl 




PLAYHOUSES, GARAGES, GREEHtOUSES^ ETC, ETC. 

■ Buy direct from the factory ■ No payment 
before delivery ■ Quality built on 40 years 
experience ■ First because they last 


RMS FOR FREE CATALOGUE 01299266337 

POUNDS De::7. CO^CE GATE. LYE HEAD, SEWDLEV. ‘.VOrCS. DY’22UX 


ADDRE55. 


P05TCODE. 


cnunfjui 

YOUR PROPERTY PROTECTOR 



CALL FREE ON 0800 592551 E 3 


"C hurchilTs art the 
onh slairlift compam 
I trust and I thorough!} 
recommend them 

tO \0U ;i \\11 mIii 1 -; \ 1 !■ kii 


• lHUlitiioa often wtUrii 3 «Uy» 

• Mon rtain filed • Vahegganffletd 

Call CherdiOFs 

0800 371982 

C«Q FREE lo* ad ok Ear (kHat 
QmwA»yb fan FREE bane 
ooMihaiiM 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM-tiPM 
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Churchill's Stairiiftsrk 

THE STAKLIFT EXPERTS 


Begonia Tubers Selection 


Chdmp^ite 

BlXMttM 


9, 



A choice of 2 varieties from only £3.95 

Champagne Begonias are probably best known for rbeir 
magnificent tup: champagne-coloured blooms and 
their vigprous growth. 

The fully double blooms have rounded petals sex 
against a mass of g re en foliage with bronze 
splashed kaves_They look superb when planted 
in hanging baskets, window boxes and taller 
patio tubs, which aDow their massive spherical 
blooms, approx. 8cm to 10cm in dia me te r , to 
overflow, making a stunning locus point in any 
garden. Reaching approximately 20cm to 25cm 

_ in height, with a spread of 50cm to 60cm and 

hanging stems of up to 25cm in length. Champagne Begonias will flower from 
Mid-June until the first (roses and wfll make tou the envy of your neighbours! 
Wc are offering two Champagne Begonia tubers for just £3.95, including deliv- 
ery. As only one tuber is required to fill a hanging basket or tub - our offer will 
give yog two garden features for just £3-95. (Hanging baskets and tubs not 
included.) _ _ 

Alternatively, bring lasting colour to your garden this summer with our specocu- 
hi Crisps Maigmaia Begonias, which will look fantastic in borders, window baskets 
and patio tubs. This variety stands out from the crowd 
due to their beautifully frilled-edge flowers with 
striking colours, set against a mass of green foliage. 

They will reach approximately 20-30cm in height 
with an impressive spread of approximately 35- 
5Hcm and wiD bloom from mid-June until the fiist 
frosts. Our coDection comprises 10 Crispa 
Marginsta Begonia tubers, 5 ot each colour com¬ 
bination as follows: stunning canary ^Dow with a 
striking red edge and pure white with a showstop¬ 
ping red cdge.This beautiful collection is available for just 
£3.95. including delivery. 

Both sets of tubeis will arrive ready to plant following our 
horticultural instructions provided. Despatch will be within 
days. Offer subject to availsbiljty. 



GARDENING DIRECT 5^01245 326002 
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24 hour credit card order service 


Dtect.POBox S&t South Wtoodhefn feme* 


h 




service 

WB. 

135 

TBEG2j 

sflverv 


rase send me:_ 10 Crispa Margtnata Begonias for Just £3.95. me. del. | 

i me:_,_ —- ■ 


fdress:, 


___ Postcode:- 

vdo 99 crossed criogue/postd order (adetess on ^ick) to r £. 

ydete to Bfcxms cf Eresangharn cr deOtf myMffit»ccaa/VEt 

rdNo: ’ I i 1 TTTTT 1 I 1T M T] 

Uers to: BEGONIA TUBERS OFFER. Gardening Direct. PO Box 225. South 
•odham Ferrers,Chelrrcfordjssex.CM35XT ^^^ 

Tferjiria Pi na ct kccivfelonof DWttcKheae r"l pi 

SlS»wwPWia*-vyao avm ' f» Mt.Ov»n*jaBW» CMSB* l»[_ 


iw> ____made 

^j/VisacadDy£ — 

Expiry Dcrte: "XEG. 


FERNS & 
FOUNTAINS 

VICTORIAN FERN - 
BORDER COLLECTION 
10 Fern* fMng • wUe vuianan of 

Luudi and ndudni ft Bpccui 

whuti mmasnvn. 
SPECIAL OPFEB d me cwrfefc 
For currau cmiloguc pkmtc call; 
OUT? - 2M«7 a mile lo 
THK PERN SPECIALISTS 
CULAG, NAFFEKTON. 
DUFF]ELD, VCUS 0LF 


NORFOLK 

GARDEN 

SUPPUES 

ITALIAN FOUNTAINS. 

STATUES. POTS A 
URNS. BALUSTRADES 
CHOOSE FROM 

ISO FOUNTAINS 

250 STATUES 
300 POTS A URNS 
12 TYPES OF 

BALUSTHADWG 
CATALOGUE PRICE C4 
NORFOLK GARDEN 

SUPPLIES 

5*B YARMOUTH ROAD 

THORPE ST ANDREW 

NORWICH NR70HE 

TEL: 01603 438000 
FAX: 01603 700003 


TOUGH, HARDY, FAST 6R0WIWG, ■ 
WPEM^TBABLE FLQWERHIG&H 
FHUfmi K HEDEBI6 
PoBcofk^^^m 
Searty 



13 pMArifl) 

.MBUBNIOUIIBr _ 

.{KkMrBriMMErs I 26 £1030 

JSgr^lmEmmml 

FAVOURITE HEDGNG 1 AlL0MS6IUBE»pl|i 

♦ IHrhl— h^» mrf&adHn— 

Mh o m pur wiuw 

★ V — u royolB r k h U M 
Ooioirii4bNRH*lTCEBMU'ia|*%rMK*BB;K.>4fe«rflroowyto 

gmRMVliStaiqnLirtriiNlflMMgipHthZpMHiMi. 

l i ^i wlwiiiiirh M i Mn^n a rh iWf Ai ihnrtigMiliiBMi 

*wnMNor il wwiMA.No cMH*N« d|i nm l n B-|i»ld|pteai*wl h iW « . 

POST HOUR MOB! MOW 

MANLEY'S NURSERIES™ 

391 OEKFUET ROAD*SOtmi 
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ALUMINIUM FRUIT CAGES ^ !]E- 


“Let Nature Be Your Teacher!’ 

WIIJ.IAM WllltlLSWimi 11 



And John Deere Your Helper. 

New John Deere LT Series 

Nature creates quality. John Deere does too. With 
exceptional cutting and mulching performance. All 
John Deere machines are supported by a truly 

professional dealer organisation. Get to know 
your John Deere dealer today. 


N oth isc R i; v5 Lm A Define?? 



For a brochure and your coupon 
for a FRO: John Deere Soil 
Tester Kit post to: 

FREEPOST John Deere Lid. 
Langar, Nottingham, 

NG139HT 


Name:. 


Mdressr. 


" JE 



An Ashdown Obelisk Clea rance O ffer 

c n.95 



New Ashdown Obefisks are a wonderfully 
inexpensive way to bring bright aad shape 
to cofamrfiil flower beds and borders. 
Positioned singly or in groups, they will 
transform your garden with many 
interesting design options. Use them 
as attractive growing supports for 
your favourite climbers such as roses or 
clematis. Add fragrance with jasmine or 
produce a colourful evergreen display 
of variegated ivy. Unlike other 
obelisks which will require 
expensive and time consuming 
painting, Ashdown obelisks come 
complete with moulded fittings and 
finials and are supplied fully finis hed 
with rigid steel tube and a black 
nylon weatherproof coating that 
will last for years. 


FREE P&P 

WHEN YOU BUY 3 OR MORE 


VI ONLY 


Go c&y 



ALL MOOaS AREAPPR0K. Mm 
P61 QMEtBTALL HEIGHTS ARE I 
ABOVE GROtMXMADOIflON WE{ 
PROVDE AN EXTRA 03m (131 
BELOWGROUND FOR 5TABBJTY. I 


YeormomiplmdkVmx4e60*ed-r*nmnB*ud*akiaJ4<hrjs. 
NomulctaapaCch«MnS<tayatx4plaanaBcMr280ayBferdaev«fy 

ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

EostGitafeMl t SosKxllHl92HP. ***»,*wvaue. 

hwarwornfttt»aon*Mti)B«. rv ioi«»i«iiirnin<iirnr-'Ti 


ORDER NOW- OFFER ENDS APRIL 30TH 


.Wy)C#lJBmp-610BaJSKSatC1755 + C4.95p«fJ. j 
(8‘01 OBELISKS at £2(X95 + £435 pSp. | 
- ttVl CT 23m (T61 OBajSKSnt £23^5 +£4.35 p&O- | 


Ftaesaaend _ 
j Ptoasesend _ 

I Ruaerand _ _ . _ __ _ 

I Serri paymart to Ashdown Spectt CKtare, ChariwoodBFW. East Gnnslead, . 
J Sussex RHlfl 2HP. Or triage M-CarU QVisa Damiteh □Tow C_ J 

! i:i i r»1111 n n 11 n in Expres mn~L f 

| Nane- Switch issue No. dEZD* 

I Address _1 


MAIN TENANCE 

free^H 

NO PAINTI NG EV 

Lfih 


MASTERCARD / VISA/SWITCH ORDER S 01342 310050(24brs) FAX; 01342310099. 


">«U: 


i 

vJUfc j 


| Postcode. 


. Tot. 


■BcklmlyradonotwMitDiwaMiahorrnoi _ RotfstoednBtfantt 7082230 
aOantoniaatocuidcannaniea LJ vat ftunaer ri-useoos 


knowlc nets 2-1x2 d:\cnd2 I* 

Te‘ 01306 -424342 



SPECIAL OFFERS 

- finest Western Red Cedar 

- craftsmen design and bufld 
-10 year frame guarantee 

- free delivery 

FOR DETAILS OF SPECIAL PRICES & BROCHURE 

PHONE FREE ON0800 269850 

or writ* to Afton Greenhouses (Dept. kOSdl, Ftoepust (LC6J, 
Ffenpy Compton, Leamington Spa CV33 OBR 


To Advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 
Zoe Hoskins 
0171 680 6116 



Original 

BOX-SASH 

or HINGED 
WINDOWS . 
FRONTDOORS. 
FRENCH DOORS 


The finest timber 
superbly crafted. 
Double glazed. 
The friendliest 
help and service. 

Write or ‘phone for free Handbook 

Original box sash window co (Dept dj] 

I FREEPOST 28, 

I Unh 10, Bridgewater Way, Windsor Berks SLA 1BEL 


01753 858196 


SPATTER 

Clears Cats 



V- 


from your garden 

NIGHT AND DAY, EVERY DAY 

Unique uropipe of 
cor 

theonw 


Scatter lransmns random bursts of 
ultrasound at a frequency that'cats avoid. 

TheyH tum away long before they expose 
themselves tnftsfuH impact, so that it works 
where fences or netting fafl. Fully automatic - 
no sensors lo go wrong. Htghty refeble, fUty 
weatherproofed miniature computer droit. 

SWITCH between low-vonage malm or hattwy 
operation at wtt WO affect on birds or otfior pets MUUOIBU : to 
humane. Scatter is completely safe. Installed in minutn. 

Tty R tor 90 days - S year guarantee 


FREEPHONE 0800 282824 
FOR FREE BROCHURE if 



■ CLEARFUW LTD, 47-48 hfiflti St Hurtgerford, Berks RG17DNE 

Tel: 01488 687806 Fax: 01488 685411 TRADE and OVERSEAS enquiries welcomed 




The MAYFAIR Range 

bytoofric 



a 



PRIVATE ROADS 

Ths uswiUal book on 
■w low torreddanu. 
SaeondadilMinaw 
•Mflabift. Malnumnu. 
panting, rights o* tar/ 
and much rnom. 

TEL- 01372 742372 
FAX: 01372 721900 


The best 
activity toys 
In the 
whole, wide 
garden 



Climbing, swinging, 
sliding, ipiaihing, 
bomcing, laagbing - get 
yoor copy of oor fan 
filled brochure for a 
lifetime of outdoor play. 

Activity Toys 

CaS in m in* hmdmn (2tin) 

08QQ 068 1870 


CRAFTSMAN MADE 


il 


HI 


CHECK Before Buying 


r „ Binrn nRTTn NOW YOU CAN CLOSE OFF YOUR PATH 

& TIMBER GATES & driveway at an unbeatable price 


| By buying Direct from fhe Factory | 
HUGE SELECTION ALWAYS IN STOCkI 



See the largest rarrae of high quality. 

low cost wrought Ron & timber i ' 

in the UK. Prices start at just £20. 

Over 600,000 satisfied customers. 

You buy direct from the factory at 
factory prices. Nationwide 7 day delivery^ 
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FACTORY 
PRICES 
FROM JUST 


204 


EASY TO FIT 
SINGLES 





HSffOWHWDfiir 
SHOPiomrovoa- 
0Pa7DfflS4M 

24 HOUR CATALOGUE PH0N8M > 

01543 462500 

CANNOCK GATES LTD.(Dep! TT1598), 
HAWKS GREEN, CANNOCK. STAFFS W311 2XT. 
UK MAINLAND ONLY Htm^towliiorgaewa^iOTUt^i^etiaTOijigafewatee b. 



15 

to 

w 

je 

50 

y- 

'•s 

es 

fr 

ut 

as 

as 

dc 

es 

tr¬ 

io 

ne 

up 

a 

a 

ss 

•f.- 

JS 


a 

the 


iy. 
an 
lie 
t a 
en 
ith 
■ed 
srs 
be 
ou 

iid 

ihe 

nal 

en. 
















































































































































16 ■ feature 


THE TIMES WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY APRIL 4 


Robeson’s 


B lack face* were no! un¬ 
common on the streets of 
the Rhondda Valley in the 
days before pithead baths. 
A Wt 4i n tall black American star of 
the West Lnd stage with a voice like 
a chapel uryan was. however, quite 
another matter. 

And mi when four-year-old 
Martha burst into her Uncle Ow¬ 
en's office fur the customary hue 
and found him deep in conversa¬ 
tion with Paul Robeson, she turned 
tail and ran out into the hall, where 
she hid behind a grandfather clock. 
“I had never seen a black man and I 
had never seen a giant,” she says. 

Now 7.'. Martha Edwards is the 
cuslod i:in of the Robeson legend in 
the Rhondda and is busily prepar¬ 
ing for celebrations of the singer’s 
centenary next Thursday. 

I hat day in 192y when they met, 
he had been discussing with her 
uncle, a union official, the distribu¬ 
tion of loud and clothing, contribut¬ 
ed by his English "intellectual 
friends to the families of unem¬ 
ployed miners. The miners had 
been locked out of their pits by 
mine owners in revenge for their 
role in the General Strike, says Mrs 
Edwards. Conditions in the valley 
were desperate Parents often went 
w ithout >o that their children could 
eat. "Our morher joined us for 
meals at the table, but we never 
appreciated how little she was 
eating.' Mrs Edwards says. 

In Io2n. a handful of colliers 
dc-cidea mat enough was enough 
and ,*innned u hunger march to 
Londun Fourteen men set off on 
the trek and when they arrived in 
London weary and hungry, the 
party v.us penniless. To make a 
finlecs-.il 1 hey did what Welshmen 
were fieri Known lur — they sang in 
die streets Their musical tour took 
them O-. viiy Lane, when.* Robe- 
.'Uti Liking London by storm in 
S/iuu'ft'uf. 

I'ne ;iar heard the singing in a 
longue ne did not recognise and 
approa:hed the miners, who told 
him ..if their plight. On steps 
.iveri'«oiJ)ig Trafalgar Square he 
gav e his new friends an impromptu 
coiicen. including Ole Man River. 
hi> mi 5..r»g from the show. The 
manners were taken to a Lyons 


proud 

valley 


Alan Road 

finds the Welsh 
celebrating 
their unlikely 
champion 


Comer House for their first square 
meal in days and. thanks to 
Robeson, they returned to Wales on 
the milk train from Paddington the 
following day. With them they 
carried a generous donation for the 
hungry and a promise of a Robeson 
visit to the Rhondda as soon as the 
London run of Showboat ended. 

An unlikely link between Robe¬ 
son dnd the Rhondda had been 
established and the following year 
the singer was as good as his word, 
us young Martha discovered to her 
surprise. He was met in Cardiff by 
the miners’ leader Arthur Homer 
and stayed not at a hotel, but with 
Unde Owen. 

What the son of runaway slaves 
found on his visit to the valley 
appalled him. she says. Life above 
ground was scarcely easier than 
below. At Talygam House, a 
miners' convalescent home. Robe¬ 
son saw the true cost of coal. Tlje 
singer gave a concert for more than 
100 patients suffering from mal¬ 
nutrition and a lifetime spent 
inhaling coaldusL 

Back in London, there were rimes 
when the actor must have yearned 
for simple Welsh hospitality. While 
starring with Peggy Ashcroft in 
Othello at the Savoy Thearre, says 

Martha, he was refused _ 

entry to the Savoy Grill 
because the manage- Rob 
ment did not wish to 
offend American guests. U 

Robeson returned* to 
Martha's valley in 1938 
to film The Proud Valley. ' 

The original title of David and 
Goliath was subsequently changed 
to The Proud Valley on Robeson* 
insistence. 

By 1950, Robeson's work for pro- 
Soviet causes and underdogs had 
incurred the wrath of white Amer¬ 



- Paul Robeson filming in Wales in 1938. He insisted that die title be changed to The Proud Valley 


ica. Promoters cancelled 80 con¬ 
certs and the State Department 
withdrew his passport. 

Thousands of South Wales min¬ 
ers signed petitions calling on 
President Eisenhower to reverse 
the decision, and from 1953 on¬ 
wards they pointedly invited their 
hero to attend the annual miners’ 


Robeson paid for the miners to 
have their first meal in days 


eisteddfod at Perthcawl. In 1957. 
they decided that if Robeson could 
not come to them, they would take 
the eisteddfod to Itim. 

A transatlantic phone link was 
set up between the Grand Pavilion 
and an independent New York 


studio. The atmosphere inside the 
concert hall was electric and. when 
Robeson sang the Welsh national 
anthem, the choirs, the audience 
and thousands of miners and their 
families listening to a relay of the 
programme on the promenade 
burst into “We’U keep a welcome in 
the hillsides .. 

_ Martha likes to think 

that theirs was the straw 
sto that broke the camel's 

back. The LIS authorities 
V q returned Robeson's pass- 

port soon afterwards 
and the following year 
the man they call the 
“honorary Welshman" was at the 
National Eisteddfordin Ebbw Vale 
as a guest of Aneurin Bevan. a 
former miner. Sadly, the years of 
persecution had taken their toll on 
the former All-American football 
star's health. He retired in 1974 


because of ill health and died a 
virtual recluse in 1976. 

Martha began her Robeson col¬ 
lection more than a decade ago 
after hearing a radio profile of him 
which did hot mention his Rhond¬ 
da connections. The collection con¬ 
tains photographs, film stills, 
newspaper cuttings, record sleeves 
and autographedprogrammes. 

The exhibits are now on perma¬ 
nent loan to the Rhondda-Cynan- 
Taff Council and are on display at 
the Park and Dare Theatre. 
Treorchy. appropriately a former 
miners'welfare hall. At a centenary 
celebration there on Thursday, the 
recorded voice of Paul Robeson will 
once more be heard in the Proud 
Valley. 

• Paul Robeson Exhibition at the 
Park and Dare Theatre. Treorchy. 
Admission free. Ham-noon and 
4JMpm (01443773112). 


If you don’t mind 

me saying... 


SEVEN LONG DAYS 


David Bowker accepts a challenge: 


! USED to be quite 
good at speaking 
my mind, or hope¬ 
less at exercising 
tact, depending on 
your point of view. 

I remember ask¬ 
ing a girl for a date 
when 1 was IS and 
being told: “I’d 
rather we were just 
friends." So l said: 

“Sony. I’ve got enough friends." 

Since those wide-open-gob 
years, something has happened 
to me. My mother would say 
fVe grown up; but that isn’t 
strictly true I’ve simply learnt 
that people are unlikely to offer 
me their time or their money if I 
tell them what l*m thinking. 

But last Saturday, for one 
week only, I turned back the 
dock and became the big mouth 
1 used to be. On Sunday 
afternoon, a second cousin 
phoned to suggest that, as he 
was in the neighbourhood, per¬ 
haps it would be nice if he came 
round? I said: “Nice for whom?" 

This surprised him. .1 don’t 
third; he’d ever heard anyone 
say “whom" before. “Well, nice 
for both of us." “It wouldn’t be 
nice for me." 1 said. “We’ve got 
absolutely nothing in common." 
He trial to shrug this off. “What 
does it matter. We’re family." 

I said: “Yes, but you’re from 
the useless side of the family. 
You're a distant relation. And 
that’s die way 1 like you: distanL 
Don’t get me wrong. 1 don’t 
think you’re a bad person or 
anything. I dare say that some 
people might even find you 
interesting.” “Thanks a lot’ he 
said bitterly. 

“My problem." I continued, 
“is that when I’m with you. I 
always start thinking about 
funerals and die futility of 
human existence. Added to 
which, you’ve got a horrible 
high-pitched voice." 

There was a long silence. 
Then he infuriated me by laugh¬ 
ing and saying: “You’re very 
Honest So am I. So you see? We 
have got something in com¬ 
mon.” “Good." I said. “But I still 


don’t want you m 
my house." 

On Wednesday, 
an editor took me 
to a restaurant in 
London's West 
End. f ordered the 
only vegetarian 
option on the 
menu. which 
turned out to be 
some bland cheesy 
concoction. When the waitress 
asked us if we were enjoying 
our meal. 1 said: “Not really." 
She looked startled. “Is some- 
thing wrong, sir?" “Not exactly 
wrong." I admitted. “It’s just a 
rather mediocre dish." 

The waitress summoned the 
manager, who offered to send 
my food back to the kitchen. "1 
don’t think that would work," I 
said. “The chef would only sph 
in it and send it back- to me." 
This made the manager cross. 
He brought the chef out to see 
me. The chef, thankfully, was 
small and unassuming. “Now 
answer me honestly." said the 
manager, “does this look like a 
man who spits in food?" 

Answering honestly. I said: “I 
don't know. What does a man 
who spits in food look like?" To 
cut a long argument short the 
chef prepared me a special dish 
that wasn't on the menu, and die 
editor vowed never to be seen 
with me again. 

1 now understood why 1 was 
so unpopular as a teenager. 
“Telling it like it is" is.a highly 
antisocial activity. 

On Friday night. 1 travelled to 
Liverpool for a party. Being 
blunt in Liverpool is a complete 
waste of time. In Liverpool, 
everyone is blunt. Before the 
party. I went to a supermarket to 
buy a bottle of wine. Someone 
had blocked the aisle with a 
shopping trolley. “What stupid 
git left this here?" I said aloud. 

A little old lady squared up to 
me. She was five feet taO and 
weighed in at about 70lb. “This 
stupid git” she said. “What are 
you going to do about itT I 
smiled meekly. “Nothing," 1 
said. “Have a nice day." 


TO ADVERTISE 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 0171481192C 
FAX: 0171481931 • 


Before you buy a Garden Tractor 


Discover why Countax outsells all the rest - -= 

Cheapest is not necessarily best value, 


most expensive rarely the best performer! 

Read how to choose. IkJddd j| 

1 For Countax's 26 page f 
brochure and ‘Which EVTt-CVi 
Tractor' Buyers Guide |rfrfrfi| 
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BARGAIN JET 

GRAND CLEARANCE WlAi UI 

A PERFUMED PICTURE IN.YOUR GARDEN 

BRAMLEY'S 



CLASoJC FAMOUS 
NAMES COLLECTION 
■ HEAVENLY SCENT 

• FLOWERS THROUGHOUT 
SUMMER 

• SUPERB CUT FLOWERS 
Yos, these taquiaita cottage garden 

scented plants can be youre to enjoy 
and ackrtra 
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Lawn Tractor 

BARGAINS 

Direct to Vou at Discount Prices* 

£ 109g: 



-4 + Manufacturers 

c - -; Full 12mth Warranty 



BRUSH CUTTERS 1 CHAINSAWS 


GardenWise DIRECT 


tvwtv.gardenwise.co.uk 


CaB now for our now1998 Catalo&te 




Qualify B<A 

SNOWDROPS 
IN THE GREEN 

Single Soowfctjp* 0.50 per SO 

aod C&SOper 100 

Doable Snowdrop* £450 per 30 
and £8.50 per 100 

Wimer DaJTodiij £5.00 per 20 
Snowflakes £5.00 per 10 

AU bate fresHy llfled far cock 
order. Flttnc udd LI tmoardi pip 
Cheques A prate/ order* uk 
A-Btowtl KJL Nurseries. Depl 
TT.37 V/estmeadAytoat. ■ 
Whbcch. Crank*. KM 2SL. 

Td: 01945465310 


RARE & 
UNUSUAL 

OWN VARIETIES 
PELARGONIUMS, 
FUCHSIAS 
Bird for hcalrb. quality. 
Send 4-1 JO lor oufagoc. lac p&p- 
Moacrbxk ixonicrSlOt 

Swuhod Nnaks [I^fj 

spedafet groras ^ 

Bcedh HJU Rd. VMV 
^ SWAMAftD 

Smiaad HUI4 3QY JttgsqgES 
01482 633670 HI 


THE GREAT HUSQVARNA 
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t U*CTO« 
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Buy a Husqvama fawn 
tractor, pedestrian 
mower or brush cutter 
and you could win 
back the purchase 
price in the all new Great 

Husqvama Cash dX&i 
^ s Back-up • rfsSBpB ? 

lb** ^ ^ 

^ value of smSsA 

»' £1000! ' V 


TO FIND OUT MORE FREEPHONE 

0800 010520 


lDEEI tjeaner Machines for a Greener Future' shows you garden 
rnlX. equipment from the workt-famous Husqvama range. 

Please send me; Debis about The Gtest Husqvama CasfvBadcD 

Information about Husqvama Lawn Tractors □ REE Husqvama Range Video □ 



I Postcode___Td_ 

J Send to: Husqvama Fanst and Ganien UK. 

I MkHKjSTfGftessi. Stooeheum. Glnxnftarstin GUO 1BH 
I_ 


© Husqvama 


• SUMMERHOUSES 

• WORKROOMS 

• GARAGES 

• STABLING 
(Hmc ipecBj itfcfa kvdsxr) 

show sm ■ S0UTHA.M MUD, 

LOYG UQflNGTOY, XB KBGSY 
WARWICKSHIRE CVZ3 SQL 

TEL: 01926 815757 
FAX: 01926 815162 


COMPOST BINS S? N 

YOU CCliLDFAYFOP, BINS Or TH5 CAPACIT Y^ 





LARGE 

12_7 cubic tort 

ao.ifci27hk* 
El 7.50 
kdakgMnr 






FRUIT 

CAGES 



g£2 




m ouLfil refend i not dSghiel Depicted 7TI0 d^s. Mated 
■ta<*5rtfeutextttfsfa MDENCOLTDlDqxTTCK} 
n Wood Hill luhstries, Old Dalby, Htftw Howtmy, Ldo LEM 3LX 


Exterior 

CONSERVATORY 

BLINDS 


Reduce the heat * 
t? in your 

conservator^" 
by up to 
30 degrees 

Suitable for < 
all types of 
conservatory 

-—' Easy to use i 

manual or electric 
operation 




Agriframes Lbti., 

Brochure 4974 Charlwoods Rd, East Grinstead, 
Sussex RH 19 2 HP Hag 01342 310006 (24 hnn} 


Glorious > 
English Summers 

—-- with - 

V Millennium 


A WNINGS 



a 0500 11 11 00 


ATTENTION 
CAT OWNERS! 



Desperately seeking 
Humphrey look-alike! 

At this year's annual pet Oscars 
“The Wag Awards, run by the pet 
insurance specialist Petplan and the 
Animal Health Trust, a stunning 
extra prize category has been 
added for the cabinet cat look-alike. 






It your black and wliite cat is 
spitting image of this picture,. 
us a line and a photograph of 
pet before 10th April 1998 t 

Humphrey Competition, 
SPA, 3 Bedfordbury, Coven t Ga 
London, WC2N 4BP. 
Winners will be invited to the a 
which are to be announced t 
16th April 1998. 
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country life - 17 


Ijidi rtchoose to drive this sort of vehide or embarrass my children - it just crept up on me. Other farm cars are just as peculiar ’ 

111®! Hidden joys of a mob ile dung-heap Sjasgs 

lenUessIy picked on and ieered at hu a _s^i*. » * - , , _ :. L . . . there's grass growing m the boot.) 


A f| week !Ve been haunted bv the 
S d of Vera and Reginald 
Hopkiss, Midlands pensioners 
t w,in a Reliant Robin, who, because they 
were considered to have a silly car. were 

oml U S sly pickfd 

group of teenagers. J 

I suppose this news item has lodged in 
my bram because our vehicles have 
P^unpopular with our 
Lhildren Our daughter, who is now at a 
fashionable university, insists that when¬ 
ever we collect her at the end of term we 
do so at nightfall, or in the early hour? of 
tne morning, so that none of her friends 
sees our car. As she puts it. most bitterly, 
it rums my image, because I always 
dress very smartly, and then this mobile 
aung-heap comes and picks me up." 

Although we havent yet bought a 
Reliant Robin — despite leanings that 
way — we have, during the past 23 years, 
nad a succession of socially unaccept¬ 
able. ultra-cheap vehicles. The worst was 
a Marina van full of rusty holes. South 
West Water happened to be relining the 
pipes outside our farm with glass fibre 
resin at the time, and after engaging in 


high-level agricultural barter, my hus¬ 
band got hold of a bucket of this resin, 
and attempted to patch the holes in the 
van with it. 

A few days later he painted the vehide 
green, but it was a mistake, because a 
chemical reaction took place, causing the 
resin to fizz under the paint. As a result, 
the van oozed puddles of bilious froth, 
like a steadily discharging oil. After a 
year or so. this oozing van became quite a 
feature of East Devon, and people would 
come up to my husband at shews and 
ask to see it, out of vulgar curiosity. 

Every so often I'd have to use it when I 
took my turn driving a gang of teenagers 
to the local riding stables, and my 
daughter was always mortified. Not only 
did her beautifully turned-out. cream- 
jodhpured companions — accustomed 
since birth to being chauffered in a 
spotless four-wheel drive—have to avoid 
the froth when they climbed in. but the 


inside was almost as 
horrid, since my hus¬ 
band was always fer¬ 
rying sick animals 
around in it 
i didn't actively 
choose to drive this 
sort of vehicle or 
embarrass my child¬ 
ren — it has just 
crept up on me, as a 
result of living on a 
small farm that 
doesn’t make much 
money. I am not 

LUCY PINNEY 

farm cars are just as 

peculiar. Our local mechanic once wiring, i 
serviced a Triumph Dolomite that was 
running badly, and found the air filter 
box packed tight with hazelnuts and 
baby mice. Less charmingly, he recently 
opened a part-exchange Ford to valet the 


DOWN TO EARTH 


interior and found a 
week-old dead calf 
on the back seat 
At least we don't 
use our current car 
as a mausoleum — 
but it does suffer a 
bit from the live¬ 
stock. The cats tend 
to sleep (and vomit) 
on the seats, and 
occasionally a chick¬ 
en will lay a specula¬ 
tive egg in the 
footwell. Meanwhile. 
INNEY the ducks like to tug 

at loose electrical 
wiring, and the horses have been known 
to bite off the wing mirrors and scratch 
their backsides on the trim. 

Bui there are some advantages to 
having a spectacularly grimy, run-down 
car. For a start. 1 can always pick ours 


out in the most crowded car park because 
of the superfluity of animal hair and cat 
paw prints on the roof. No one has ever 
attempted to steal it. either, rural 
joyriders being fiercely protective of their 
street cred. And the most tenuous 
acquaintances always recognise the car 
when I'm out motoring. Even breaking 
down can be a surprisingly good way of 
making new friends. 


O n a more personal level, a whole 
range of worries ceases to exist 
with a car of our quality: 1 never 
care in the slightest if the bodywork gets 
dented or scraped, and if a pet with 
violent diarrhoea needs to be rushed to 
the vet I don't even flinch. 

One could even argue that a car such 
as ours is more ecologically sound than a 
smart new one. Not only is it an example 
of recycling in action having had 
countless previous owners — but it is so 


coated inside and out with organic 
matter of every kind that it is almost (ike 
a piece of the farm itself. (When you sit on 
the cushions, fungus pufis out. and 
there's grass growing in the boot) 
its age and cheapness are also useful 
signs that the owners haven't the income 
to go around indulging in annoying, 
agn business-type farming. In faci, ever 
since Gordon Brown indicated that car 
tax was to be frozen, pending a review of 
how the duty should be applied to deter 
environmental damage. I've been trying 
to rough out a system that would favour 
small farmers such as ourselves. 

Perhaps there could be a sliding scale 
for car tax, so that it gradually gets 
reduced, depending on the number and 
size of animals that regularly abused the 
vehide. Or maybe it would be simpler to 
just link the assessment to an index of 
teenage aversion: after all, this system is 
already partly in operation, since Reliant 
Robins — which we've been forbidden to 
purchase on pain of never seeing our 
children again — have the lowest petrol 
consumption, and. quite rightly, one of 
the lowest taxes of all. 





Songs of joy 
from early birds 


FEATHER REPORT 


Richard E Grant and Paul McGann’s fumbling attempts to fit in with the locals in Withnail and /. Life in the country, especially in the pub. can be a minefield for newcomers 

Rocket-fuelled wreckage 

T own dwellers have an easy ankles of an Irishman marching HST"AT TTymiTlfF rpflprtR fin the walls with my eyes shut, searching 

life. If they blot their copy- towards a bar. Dog met boot leather. -——2- for apertures. Finally 1 encountered a 

books in one urban pub, they was drop-kicked the length of the Tp-SErjjK irrmnrtnnfv* nf mnVina ix crnrvH vertical planked surface that gave 

just transfer their affections room, somersaulted the beer pumps, rJiSfed. illipui Ui iiiflJiiiig a. guuu. indications it might be a door. I 

impression in your local pub 


T own dwellers have an easy 
life. If they blot their copy¬ 
books in one urban pub, they 
just transfer their affections 
ro the next one down the road. Things 
are different in the country: the next 
pub down the road is probably in the 
next county. And a lot depends on the 
landlord. 

It is estimated that of the 5,000 
pubs that have closed during the past 
five years, the majority have been in 
rural areas. Dwindling communities 
and harsher drink-drive limits have 
made the job of die out-of-town 
publican ever more difficult. 

But what of the poor customer who 
has to patronise the country pub? The 
etiquette, famishing^ and, most of 
ail. the people, are vastly different 
from those found in towns. 

1 remember bursting through the 
door of some vn-ulendy twee Home 
Counties hostelry, bowling with 
laughter in the company of a drunk¬ 
en Ulsterman. We found ourselves in 
a cravarted void of skies and slow- 
motion G&Ts. \ 

Unprovoked, an (unpleasantly 
small dog rushed yapping towards 
us, exposing from somewhere near 
the centre of the soiled mop which 
constituted its body, alien fish-like 
teeth. The oleaginous hndlord had 
evidently trained this miniature Cer¬ 
berus to attack mirth pn sight It 
made the mistake of lurking for the 


ankles of an Irishman marching 
towards a bar. Dog met boot leather, 
was drop-kicked the length of the 
room, somersaulted the beer pumps, 
crashed into the optic of the Gordon's 
gin and subsided, whimpering. 

“Good evening,” boomed my com¬ 
panion. “Two large Jamesons 
please... and do you, er, sell 
Carlsberg Special Brew?" {always a 
provocative question in a respectable 
pub. but particularly so when uttered 
by a man with a voice like a waste 
disposal unit). 

The proprietor's face mutated in 
various spectacularly unpleasant 
ways which all meant “no". 

“Never mind. I thought the dog 
could use one," said my friend. For a 
moment the silence was absolute. 
Then the bar dissolved into hysterical 
joy. 

It turned out we’d tapped mto a 
rich vein of loathing for the new 
landlord and his dog. For in the 
country — where many of the pubs 
surviving wholesale closures are 
freehouses — the publican is a figure 
whose power rivals a medieval 
warlord and the pub is his fiefdom. 
But next time you are in one of those 
pubs that is so silent as you enter that 
you can almost hear that ‘Clint 
Eastwood music, remember that the 
man with a single eye in the middle of 
his forehead who looks ready to kill 
and eat you is as paranoid as you are. 



He'S wondering whether you have 
just moved to the neighbourhood and 
intend to force all cockerels to wear 
muzzles. Are you from the brewery, 
and about to whip out an electronic 
measuring device and chuck all the 
wainscotting into a skip? Are you 
from the environmental health and 
about to replace the amniotic inti¬ 
macy of the pickled eggs with individ¬ 
ually wrapped snacks? 


O n the first occasion 1 
visited my Somerset local l 
chose the bar over the 
empty lounge because it 
derived a marginally more convivial 
air from its solitary occupant — a 
hirsute man of about 40. 

“Morning," he chirped as I en¬ 
tered. raising his pint of cider by way 
of a greeting. Simultaneously he 
seized his “hair" as if it were a hat 
and raised it at arm's length above 
his startlingly revealed bald head in a 
gesture of old-fashioned courtesy. My 
expression must have changed. “Can¬ 
cer." he called out, eyes glinting. 

I bought matches and left But I 
had made some important discover¬ 


ies- There was a dartboard and a 
skittle team. There was no piped 
music, no bouncy castle. Dogs were 
admitted and there was a secret 
garden around the bade. It was 
important to be accepted here. 

On my next visit, the place was 
crowded. Fortunately, 1 had made 
elaborate preparations to fit in by 
liberally applying to myself quanti¬ 
ties of aerosol spray mud a friend 
found in an off-road vehicle boutique. 
I consolidated the good impression 
this made by drinking rough rider as 
quickly as possible. 

1 don't recall a great deal about the 
evening apart from the discovery that 
scrumpy is a class A drug with 
hallucinogenic qualities. It produces 
an optical effect similar to looking at 
everything through a telescope: you 
can remember people's huge yellow 
teeth, but not what they were saying. 

At some point it became very 
necessary to leave. The aerosol mud 
started to froth spontaneously. I 
searched for the door, which evident¬ 
ly some thoughtless drinker had 
taken home. I may have been 
reduced to feeling my way around the 


walls with my eyes shut, searching 
for apertures. Finally 1 encountered a 
vertical planked surface that gave 
indications it might be a door. 1 
shoved it II wouldn't move. I lurched 
against it It remained implacably 
shut I shoulder-charged the vertical 
planks with all my might There was 
a crash: a series of enraged shouts; 
and a cascade of breaking-glasses as 
the toppled settle crashed away from 
me on to the farmers and wives who 
were sitting on the other side of it I 
was still trying to decode the ensuing 
pandemonium when a draught of 
night air sucked me into the car park 
and 1 made my crab-like escape. 

As I stumbled up the lane I heard 
distant shouts and an ominous 
grinding of gears. Headlights were 
coming my way. I pressed myself into 
the hedge and toppled backwards 
into oblivion. Resting in the soothing 
cow dung, .1 reflected on the likely 
consequences of my faux pas. 1 could 
never go back. The nearest pub was 
miles away, at the edge of the known 
universe. If 1 were to drive there in 
the Future. 1 would probably lose my 
licence. If 1 walked, 1 would be run 
over by drunk drivers. 

I would be forced to stay at home, 
get married, install Sky TV and beger 
four children who would stop me 
watching it! supposed I could move 
back to the city. I was beginning to 
feel rather ill. 


READERS who are lying in 
bed worrying about life at 
four in the morning have one 
thing to cheer them up just 
now. the dawn chorus. April 
sees the climax of this out¬ 
burst of song, in city gardens 
and countryside alike. 

Song-thrushes have de¬ 
clined in number in Britain, 
but there are still plenty of 
them, and they dominate the 
chorus. They are usually the 
first to break the silence, as 
soon as the first hint of light 
appears in die east 

Normally they are unno- 
ticeable birds, hopping about 
under bushes, but now they 
sit high in a tree, and their 
song, with its ringing, repeat¬ 
ed phrases, can be heard half 
a mile away. It is a wonderful¬ 
ly joyous-sounding song, and 
the repetitions make it sound 
as though the bird is relishing 
every note of it 

Then* when it is still quite 
dark outside die window, the 
robin begins. It starts with a 
sweet piercing note: then its 
voice drops with a poignant 
cadence such as you hear in 
Madam Butterfly’s sad songs. 
Puccini might have scored the 
robin’s repertoire. Within 
minutes, blackbirds strike up. 
quite different again — a rich 
crooning song, that always 
disintegrates after a few 
phrases into a confused bab¬ 
ble. then resumes, mellow 
and calm, once more. 

Wrens, common this year 
after a mild winter, tune up 
next with a shrill, rapid song, 
which always contains some 
throbbing notes like a night¬ 
ingale. and a resounding, 
high-pitched trill The tiny 
bird's whole body shakes as it 
sings, which it does repeated¬ 
ly. up to 130 songs an hour 
have been recorded. 

Great tits and woodpigeons 
wake a little later. The great 
tits generally chant “teacher, 
teacher", but you can hear 
many variations on this. 


Woodpigeons add a gruff, 
bass note. Hedge sparrows 
have a weak, trickling song, 
often from a yellow forsythia 
bush. All these species may 
occupy overlapping territo¬ 
ries. but they space them¬ 
selves out around the gardens 
so that they do not drown 
each other out. 

And these are just the 
resident birds. Throughout 
April, summer visitors will be 
joining them. Blackcaps, wil¬ 
low warblers and chiffchaffs 
can be heard in the mornings 
in town gardens as they pass 
through, though most of them 
will move on to the country- 
side. If you live near woods, 
they will add their voices to 
yoiir morning concert 

If you live near fields, 
whitethroats will soon be 
singing in die hedges — and 
you will probably have had 
skylarks greeting the dawn 
from high in the sky for a 
couple of months already. 

WHY do they sing like this? 
The singers are all male birds, 
and with their songs they are 
simultaneously courting their 
mates — and any other pass¬ 
ing females — and warning 
neighbouring males to keep 
off. 

The females themselves are 
at their most sexually alert in 
April, because it will soon be 
time for them to lay — and 
they are particularly respon¬ 
sive to males in the early 
morning. So females are the 
reason why the males are 
engaged in such a frenzy of 
singing at dawn. 

Derwent May 

• What's about Birders ; — listen 
out for blackcaps singing in 
woodland. Twitchen — lookout 
Jbr a semipalmaied plover at 
Dawlish Warren. Devon:a red- 
breasted goose at Lodi Strath beg. 
Aberdeenshire; a black-winged 
stilt at Pennington. Hampshire. 
Details from Birdline 0891 
700322. Calls cost SOp a minute. 

PETER BROWN 
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Early risers: the robin, the blackbird and the thrush 



ADRIAN SHEFRATT 



One thatching expert is dedicated to producing a superstraw which will last 


Thatch us if you can 


John Letts 


attempting to perfect a long-last^g material that will extend the lives of thatched roofs 


T he thatched roofs of England 
could last three times as long 
as they do at present if the 
ideas of an enthusiastic Canadian 
researcher are adopted. 

Botanist John Letts. 37. has been 
researching 300 kinds of wheat 
straw in his laboratory at the 
University of Reading. His aim is 
to rediscover old varieties that he 
hopes will be sturdier and more 
long-lasting than mist of the mate¬ 
rials presently being used by 
thaichers. Eventually, he plans to 
breed what he calls “a super thatch¬ 
ing wheat”. 

Hie quality of the straw used for 
thatching — based on it being a 
byproduct of wheat grown with the 
aid of nitrates — has aroused much 
controversy. The result for frustrat¬ 
ed homeowners has sometimes 
been roofs that have had to be 
rethaiched within a few years. 

“If you want to produce high 
yields you must use nitrogen." says 
Mr Letts. “The problem is that 
while it improves the grain it ruins 
the straw for thatching because the 
stalks grow at a faster rate and 
become weaker." 

The development of the baking 
industry is directly responsible for 
the lack of suitable straw, accord¬ 


ing to Mr Letts. “In the 19th century 
there were wheats that were per¬ 
fectly good for both producing 
grain and thatching straw. 

"Nowadays, the industry de¬ 
mands varieties that give high 
yields of grain with superior bak¬ 
ing qualities, while good thatching 
straw comes from varieties with 
taller, tougher stems that produce 
lower yields of a grain more suited 
to organic and wholemeal bread." 

Mr Letts is conducting his trials 
at the University of Reading as part 
of his PhD thesis on the history of 
wheat. Several of the varieties he is 
researching produce a straw 1 that is 
much less brittle than modem 
thatching straws and contain just 
the right levels of flexibility needed 
to produce a long-lasting thatch. 

Any seeds discovered in the 
historic thatches Mr Letts examines 
are dead, but it is sometimes 
possible to extract genetic material 
and compare it with the DNA from 
modem wheaL 

Through his research into ar¬ 
dent thatched roofs. Mr Letts has 
discovered that in the past roofs 
were thatched with a wide variety 
of materials—from oats and barley 
to rushes and broom. 

“In Ireland I have even found 


roofs that have been thatched with 
seaweed and potato stems, that had 
obviously produced a weathertight 
cover." he says. 

Though more traditionally found 
on older buildings, thatch is now 
enjoying something of a revival as a 
roofing material on new homes. 

“ T ast year we thatched eight 
I of the 16 new properties we 
. JLJ built in a village near 
Huntingdon and this year we shall 
thatch 12 of the 35 or so houses we 
plan to build in three separate 
counties." says housebuilder Clive 
Collisson, of Ambrosden Court in 
Bicester. Oxfordshire. The com¬ 
pany specialises in luxury four- 
bedroom homes, costing upwards 
of £300.000. 

“Until three years ago we built 
very few new thatched homes, but 
nowadays demand is certainly on 
the increase," says Mr Collisson. 

In Dorset, where the county 
council has for the past six years 
had a policy of actively encourag¬ 
ing thatch on new-build, small 
thatched houses, often terraced, are 
being built by Philip Fry of C.C. Fry 
and Son of Litton Cheney, 
Dorchester. 

“We build between 70 and 100 


houses a year, and where there is 
already thatch in a village we try to 
mix it in with other roofing on new 
developments. During the past five 
years we have built about 20 
thatched houses." says Mr Fry. 
Prices for one of his company's 
three-bedroom thatched properties 
average more than £100.000. Mr 
Fry feds that scepticism about 
living in new thatched homes has 
disappeared and demand has 
soared. 

“People are for more enthusiastic 
about thatch nowadays. Advances 
in fireproofing and lower insur¬ 
ances for thatched roofs seem to 
have changed people's attitudes. 

“However, a thatched roof on one 
of our new homes puts the price up 
tjy about £5,000. And with a 
lifespan of 20 to 30 years, a 
thatched roof generally lasts less 
than half as long as a day tile roof.” 

Clive Fewins 

•John Lens would like to hear 
from anyone living in an old thatched 
property whose roof is about to be 
stripped right bade to the rafters for the 
purposes of a rethatch. He can be 
contacted at the Department of 
Agricultural Botany, the University 
of Reading RC6 6A$. 
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Forward 
into battle 


Ruth Gledhiil declares 


a truce with one of the 


church’s media soldiers 





A CAPTAIN in the Territo¬ 
rial Army, the Rev Jonathan 
Jennings is well-equipped to 
counter the media army in 
his job as a "spokesman” 
for the Church of England 
at Church House. Westmin¬ 
ster. On a daily basis, i and 
the orher religion corres¬ 
pondents are flanked, foiled 
and parried, with varying 
degrees of success, by Mr 
Jennings and his crusading 
battalion of PR footmen. 

On this occasion, it was 
dear that the victory would 
be entirely his. Because Mr 
Jennings." soon to be mar¬ 
ried. had arrived in my 
local church in Banstead. 
Surrey as assistant to the 
vicar, the Rev David 
Chance. On this day he was 
in die pulpit, and we were 
defenceless in the pews. 

But we listened without a 
fight as Mr Jennings asked 
the questions many Chris¬ 
tians are too frightened to 
ask. in case their faith is 
doubted. 

On a train last week, he 
had been confronted by an 
evangelist who. mistaking 
him for a Catholic priest, 
condemned his sinfulness 
and informed him the Pope 
would not get him to heav¬ 
en. Mr Jennings informed 
him that the Pope was “not 
pan of the equation. 

“I left him preaching 
doom and gloom to the 
commuters whose train was 
delayed.'' he said. 

It was difficult to believe 
that God could wish for his 
own son the pain and 
horror of crucifixion, and 
that raised imponant ques¬ 
tions. No Christian could 
escape the suffering of 
Christ, he said. The only 
way to begin to understand 
it. then, was to put it in the 
context of the Resurrection, 
three days later. “Sorrow 
comes in the night, but joy 
in the morning.” he added, 
quoting the Psalmist. 

All Saints church is one of 
five churches of varied de¬ 
nominations in the area 


ATYOUR 

SERVICE 


" ★A five-star guide it 

^ VICAR: The Rev David Chance 
j ARCHITECTURE: Medieval 
church with lower and 
d spire ★ ★★★ 

a SERMON: Questioning but 

^ ultimately faithhjl. ★★★★ 

jj LITURGY: Evening prayer from 

the 1980 Alternative Service 
s Slex*. ★★★ 

j SPIRITUAL HIGH: Sense of 

r peace and holiness 

prevailed. ★★★★★ 
f AFTER-SERVICE CARE: Pnesl 

offered tc buy me a pint ★★★ 


which have grouped togeth¬ 
er in a “five-churches cove¬ 
nant". This church, dating 
from the 12th century, is the 
oldest of the five, with 
mention of a church on the 
site made in the Domesday 
Book of 1086. Mr Chance 
has added interest to this 
antiquity by making a spe¬ 
cial study of Celtic Chris¬ 
tianity. He took study leave 
earlier this year to travel to 
Cornwall, Iona. Lindis- 
fame. Ireland and Wales. 

Our service, sung even¬ 
song in an atmosphere of 
warmth and intimacy, with 
the Magnificat and the 
Nunc Dimittis, reminded 
us of our Roman roots bur 
the Celtic spirit still pre¬ 
vailed. We prayed for God 
to lighten our darkness, and 
defend us from all the perils 
and dangers of the night 
ahead of us. for the love of 
His only Son. 

BAll Saints Church. High 
Street. Banstead. Surrey SM7 
JNQ (01737-351134). 

B Entries are invited for 
The Times Preacher of the Year 
award 1998. Sermons by 
Christian or Jewish preachers 
should be sent to Ruth 
GledhiU. The Times, / 
Pennington St. London El 
9XN. The X> top sermons from 
last year can be read in The 
Times Best Sermons For 1998 
(Cassell £9.99) 

RUTH GLEDHIU. 
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The Rev Jonathan Jennings: questioning sermon 
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Give God 
a sporting 
chance 









Once deemed unmacho. Christian sportsmen Kris Akabusi, above, and Bernhard Laager, right, are no longer alone 

Christianity plays a central role in many 
sports star’s lives. Noam Friedlander 
meets footballers proud of their faith 




A lan Comfort was not a bad 
footballer. Every year, when 
Leyton Orient supporters are 
asked to name their all-time 
favourite player, the 1980s defender is 
invariably voted the “best they ever 
had". Yet Comfort's previous manager 
at Cambridge United was not quite as 
enamoured of him and in 1985 agreed 
his transfer to Orient His argument 
was that Comfort because he was a 
Christian, was not sufficiently 
“hungry” for success in match-winning 
situations. 

“He took me aside and said. ‘As a 
Christian, you can't be relied on to give 
100 per cent commitment nobody 
wants a Christian on their team'." says 
Comfort “I was only 23 and was so 
pleased to move to Orient where their 
manager. Frank Clark, told me that 
my faith made no difference to him.” 

Today, the Christian footballer no 
longer walks alone. Support comes 
from a network of like-minded cob 
leagues. The emergence of famous 
Christian sports personalities such as 
the former 400m hurdler, Kris 


Cyrille Regis 


Akabusi. triple-jumper Jonathan Ed¬ 
wards and golfers Bernhard Langer 
and Alison Nicholas has given the 
sports world religious role models. 

Glenn Hoddle; the coach who is 
leading England into the World Cup 
finals this summer, is a Christian. 

Christians in Spoil, registered as a 
charity in 1980, is an umbrella organis¬ 
ation providing pastoral care and 
Biblical instruction to all professional 
sports players, with emphasis on 
football, rugby, cricket and golf. 

Graham Daniels, manager of non¬ 
league Cambridge City and director of 
Christians in Sport, travels throughout 
England and Scotland conducting 
meetings with Christian footballers. 
The meetings are Informal where 
players, and sometimes partners, listen 
while Daniels reads a passage from the 
Bible and relates it to the game. 

Gavin Peacock, captain of Queens 
Park Rangers and host to London 
group meetings, points out: “We're all 
footballers and we have faith in God. 
We can talk about it with other 
footballers and they know exactly what 




Gavin Peacock; Jonathan Edwards 

you're going through as a player 
because he’s been there or he’s going 
through il" 

While these players might be re¬ 
solved in their beliefs, there are still 
significant doubts among their fellow 
pros, says Daniels. “Managers are 
always worried that if people become 
religious they lose their edge. When 
people realised that Cyrille Regis was a 
Christian, that made a huge impact as 
he was known to everyone in the game. 
He played top-level football and was a 
tough centre-forward and shattered the 
image of a Christian footballer.” . 

Peacock, a 30-year-old veteran of 
more than 400 matches and nearly 100 
goals, muses: “People don't see that 
Christianity is macho..." 

Comfort found God after displacing 
Daniels at Cambridge United. “(Dan¬ 
iels) was given three months’ notice 


C omfort is an ordained minis¬ 
ter working as a football 
chaplain for Leyton Orient 
So. too. are Alan West at 
Luton and Peter Hart at Walsall who 
were two of the few players in the 1970s 
known for their faith. 

Peacock is sometimes challenged by 
people who do not recognise the value 
of his chosen path. “Some people think 
that religion’s a crutch and why should 
footballers need Christianity? You’re in 
the limelight you're getting adulation 
from fans and you’re getting well-paid 
for .something you love doing. Why 
should you need religion? My faith has 
helped me on and off the field.” 


S ervice and humility are the 
qualities vividly illustrated in 
the example and words of 
Jesus, which will be recalled by all 
Christians during the traditional 
Holy Week devotions on this coming 
Maundy Thursday. 

In many churches, after die last 
service of the day, altars will be 
stripped, ornaments removed, and a 
special Watch will be kept through 
the night into Good Friday — a 
spiritual watching, keeping awake 
with Jesus during His agony in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. prior to His 
arrest 

Earlier, during the Last Supper in 
the Upper Room. Jesus had taken 
bread, given thanks and broken iL 
Giving it to His disciples, he sakfc 
“Take, eat; this is My body which is 
given for you; do this in remem¬ 
brance of Me." 

Then, alter supper. He took the 
cup and, giving thanks over the 
wine, said: "Drink this, all of you; 
this is My blood of the new covenant 


A shift as spiritual 
night-watchman for God 


which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it in remembrance of 
Me." Maundy Thursday is 
therefore partly a celebration 
of Our Lord’s institution of NT IGF 1 

the Eucharist 1MUE.L 

But it is a day rich in other McCULLOCH 

meanings, too. The name • 

Maundy — from the Latin 

mandatum meaning commandment The story of the foot-washing is 
— reflects the vital importance of one of the most poignant and 
what Jesus said on that same powerful in the gospels; and it has 
evening, after he bad washed the inspired many an artist The evoca- 
discipies’ feet “A new command- tive paintings by Ford Madox 
mem I give you: That you love one Brown and Sieger Koder have 
another." sought to convey to later ages and 




generations a Maundy mess¬ 
age that is well matched to 
modern needs. 

It was during the Last 
Supper, before Judas Iscariot 
left to betray Him, that Jesus 
got up from his place, took off 
His outer robes, received a 
towel which he wrapped 
___ around His waist and. thus 
acting as a slave, poured 
water into a basin, and began to 
wash His disciples’ feet drying them 
with the toweL 

This was not the usual courteous 
foot-washing given by a slave to a 
guest coming in from the dusty road. 
Nor indeed was it normal for foot- 


Today the final token for our fabulous 20 
per cent Habitat discount offer appears 
below. The offer is available at Habitat's 39 
stores throughout Britain and Ireland. The 
offer is valid until Sunday April 26,1998 


Church services tomorrow 


THE TIMES 20% DISCOUNT APPLICATION FORM 

Complete this form and attach a second token, Token 1 or 2, from The Times together with Token 3 
from the March 29 issue of The Sunday Times. You will be entitled to a 20% discount on the entire 
range of blinds, bed linen, cookware and made-to-order upholstery available at any of Habitats 39 
stores in the UK and Reptfoiic of Ireland. The offer applies for the purchase of terns made in one till 
transaction between Sunday March 29 and April 26,1998 


Mr/Mrs/MaWiss.Initial_ 


Surname 


Postcode. 

Which age group do you fal Into? CZ3 15-24 C23 25-34 
□ 35-14 □ 45-54 □ 55-65 HU 65+ 

1. On which days do you usualy Buy The Times? 
l I Mon i i Tue I" ‘ I Wed I I Thur 

I I Fn CZI Sal CD Don't usualy buy Tl» Times 

2. Which other national dafiy newspaper^) do you buy at least 
once 3 week? 


i 1 Wticfi itsnrui Srnday newspapers) da you buy almost always 
j [3-4 copies per month}? 

i 


4 Whcti national Sunday newspaperfs) do you buy quta often 
(1-2 copies per month)’ 


AFFIX TOKEN 
1 OR 2 FROM 
THE TIMES 
HERE 

AFFIX TOKEN 3 
FROM THE 
SUNDAY TIMES 
HERE 
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CHANGING TIMES 


Palm Sunday 

ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HQ 11 Ch 
Euch. Darke In F; 3.15 Confirmation and 
Euch. RLiter in D. The Archbishop. 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL: 10 HC: 11 S 
Euch, Crux fidelis (John of ffomigal). 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL 9 MPi 

9.15 HC: II Ch Euch. Mass Tor five voices 
(Byrd): 4 Ch E. Fifth service (Tomkins). 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: 8 HC; 9.15 
Ch M, A: Chrisms Cactus est (Anerio): 1030 
Euch. Missa Lhomme ante sexti toni 
(Josquin): 4 Ch E. Canon Hindley. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL: 8. il Euch: 330 
E, A Hosanna to the Son of David 
(Weelkes). 

BRISTOLCATH EDRAL: 7.40 M: 8 HQ 10 
Ch Euch. Darke in E: 330 Ch E. Responses 
(Plainsong). Canon J Simpson. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: 8 HC 

9.30 M: 1050 Blessings of Palms. Messe 
splennelle (Langiais); 3.15 E. Andrews in D: 
6.30Compline. RevPGC Brett. 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL: 7.45 M: 8 HC 
1030 S Euch. Jackson in G: 3 E. WaJmisley 
in D minor. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL- 730 MP: 
8 HQ 930 Euch: 11.15 Euch. Wood in the 
Phry gian Mode. Canon D Knight: 6 Music 
(or Passiotitide. 

CH ESTER CATHEDRAL 7.45 L; 8 HQ 10 
Euch. Short service (Tallis); 1130 M. The 
lamcntaion (Bairstowl: 330 E, Waison in F: 
0.30 Stainers Crucifixion. 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL- 8 HQ 10 
M. Pueri Hebraeomm (Palestrina): 11 S 
Euch. Darke in F: 330 E, Glory and honour 
and laud (Wood). 

CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL Dub¬ 
lin: H S Euch. Hosanna to the Son of God 
(Weelkes); 330 Ch E. 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox¬ 
ford; 8 HQ 10 M. Canon Jeffery: 11.15 S 
Euch. Missa simile est regnum caekmnn 
(Loba). 6 E. Wood in E OaL 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10.45 S 
Euch. Jackson in G; 6 Ch EL A; A Palm 
Sunday Antiphon (Morgan). Canon R 
Parsons. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 8 HC: JO M. 
The Lamentation (Bairslow). Canon M 
Berry; 11.15 HC. Messe solenncJle (Langiais): 

3.30 E. Jackson in G minor. 

ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HQ 1030 S Euch. 
Messe cum jubilo (Duniflt). Canon J Inge; 
3.45 E. Magnificat (Buxtehude). 

EXETER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 930 M: 10 
S Euch. Messe solennelle (Langiaisk 3 E. A. 
Hosanna to the Son of David (Weelkes); 630 
Special service. 

GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL S HC: 

10.15 Blessing of Palms: 1030 Euch. Messe 
solenndle (Vleme): 3 E. A: Glory and 
honour (Wend). 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 S 
Euch. Si Matthew Passion (Victoria): 630 E. 
Sumsion in G, Rev Dr R Harvey. 


HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 7.30 M; S 
HC 10 L Darke in F; 330 E. Murrili in E, 
Canon BChave. 

UCHFIELD CATHEDRAL- 8 HQ 1030 
L Stanford in B fiat: 330 E, Watson in E. 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8 HC: 
9 JO S Euch: 11.15 M: 1230 HC: 3.45 E. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 1030 
Uiany & Euch; 3 Ch E. Rev G Davies:4 HC. 
L1ANDAFF CATHEDRAL- 8.9 Q 10.45 S 
Euch, Darke in A minor 12.15 HC 330 
Music Tor Passion tide: 630 E. 
MANCHESTER CATH EDRAL 8.45 M: 9 
Euch: 1030 S Euch. Si Matthew Passion 
(Victoria): 4 Stainer's Crucifixion: 630 EP. 
NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 730 M: 8 
HQ 930 S Euch. Hosanna to the Son of 
David (Weelkes): 6 Ch E, Responses 
(Ayleward). Walmisley in D minor. 
NORWICH CATHEDRAL- 730 MP: 8 
HQ 1030 8 Euch. Jackson in G: 3.30 E. O 
vos entities (Casals): 630 Stations of (he 
C ross. 

PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 930 
M; 1030 Euch. Missa canmariensis 
(Rubbra): 330 E, Dyson in F. 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 
Euch, Civitas sanai Tui (Byrd): 530 EP: 6 
Stainer'S Crud ration. 

RIPON CATHEDRAL 8 Euch; 9 Palm 
Procession; 930 Euch, Drop drop slow tears 
(Gibbons): 11.30 M. A: Lift up vour heads 
(Mathias): 1230 Euch: 530 E. Darke in F. 
Canon M Glanville-Smith. 

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.45 
M: 1030 S Euch, Messe solenndle (Vieme),- 

3.15 E, Gloucester service (Howells). 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL S HQ 10 
Euch. Missa Bel' amfitric altera (Lassus): 
N.45 M. Responses (Smith): 3 Ch E. Stanford 
in B Oat. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 
MP: 1030 S Euch, Missa brevis (Rtiestrina); 
630 E. Short service (Gibbons). 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Euch; (1 
Ch Euch. Collegium regale (Howells); 3 Ch 
E. Rev V Stock: 630 BCP Euch. Leighton in 
D. A Vexilla rcgis (Bruckner). 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 730 M & L 8 
HQ 930 Q 11S Euch, Jackson in G: 3.15 E. 
Stanford in B flat: 5.45 Compline. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 9 M: 10 Sol 
S Euch. A Miserere Md Deiis (Byrd); 530 
Organ meditation: 6 E, Responses 
(Ayleward). Fauxbourdons (Whitlock). 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.15 
Q Ii Sol Euch. St Matthew Passion 
(Victoria]: 4 Music for Passiontide. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HQ II Bless¬ 
ing of Palms. Missa brevis (Kodaly). Canon 
DGray:3 E. Jesus college service (Mathias): 
5L45 Organ Recital; 6JOES. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7, 8. 9 
Mass: 10 Sol Mass. . Mass for four voices 
(Byrd): 12 Mass; 2.45 Organ redial: 330 Sol 
V & B. Adoramus te Christe (Monteverdi): 
530.7 Mass. 


YORK MINSTER: 730M; 8.5.45 HQ 10S 
Euch. Missa papae Mar cell i (Palestrina); 4 
EP: 6 Si John Passion. 

ST ALBAN'S CATHEDRAL Hertford¬ 
shire: 8 HC 930 Euch: 11.15 sol Euch, Mass 
for five voices (Byrd): 6.30 E. Stanford in B 
flat. Rev Dr C Cunliffe. 

ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL. 
Aberdeen: 8 HC 10.15 S Euch, Missa ave 
Jesu (Oldroyd): 6.30 Ch E. Hosanna to the 
Son of David (Gibbons). 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Denbighshire: 
S HQ II Ch Euch, Darke in A minor. Very 
Rev K Goulsionc; 3 Service of Welcome. A: A 
Gaelic blessing (Rutter). 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL Pembroke¬ 
shire: 8 HC: 930 Cymun Bendigaid; i 1.15Ch 
M. Stamford in C. Rt Rev D Tnomas: 6 Ch 
E, Pueri hebraeorum (Plainsong). 

ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL 8 
HQ 10 S Euch. Collegium regale (Howells); 
11.45 HC Canon M Shaw: 330 Ch E. 

ST FIN BARRE S CATHEDRAL Cark: 8 
Euch: 11.15 Ch Euch. Darke in E, Rev E W 
Hunlcr: 7 Ch E. Purcell in E minor. 

ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL South¬ 
wark: .8. 10 LM: 11.30 Sol Mass. Missa de 
angdis: 5 Stations of the Cross: 6 LM. 

ST GILES CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: S. 10 
Hu U30 f«tS. Mass (or five voices (Byrd); b 
Cathedral Choir 8 ES, Rev ] K Stiven. 
STMACHAR-S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: 11 MS. A: Hosanna to the Son of 
David (Weelkes). Rev R Frazer 6 HC. 

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 

S Euch. Five part mass 
(Byrd): 3.15 Ch E: 430 Organ recital: David 
Leigh. Symphony no 3 (Vieme). 

?7cc A !i L ^? :ATHEDRAL: S HC ' 3-43 M: 
it 5 Euch. Missa cantuaiensis (Rubbra): 3.15 

r,' ..■r Kar * scrv,a: lAmnerj. Rev } 
Halliburton: 6 ES. Rev M SawanJ. 
RLSSIANOirmoDoX CATHEDRAL 
SW7: 1030 Donne Liturgy. Kievan and 
tradiuonaJ polyphony. Met Anthony. 

ALL SAINTS. Wl: 8 LM: 1030 MP: II HM. 

In B flat. Preh J Gaskell: 5.15 

LM; o E & B. 

WL8C.OJO. 11.30 MP. Most 
EK Ri^ r R i nS , - b,Shap ° f CanUfriwr Y: 030 

THE ASSUMPTION. Wl: 10.45. Missa 
pupae Marcdli (Palestrina). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW3:8 HQ ID 
Children's Proacssion: ii Q 6 E. 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. WC2:11.15.1230 HQ6.30 
FARM STREET. Wl; 8. 930 LM- II HM 

Massr 6J^LM ibaU,t,Lassus,: '^ LM;4.15 

SW7: M 

HC, il MS. 5.730 Informal Service 

(Wmghamk 4.30,7 Mas*. ^ 


ARMEN LAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
Invema Gardens, WS: Paint Sunday. 
WESLEY’S CHAPEL EC2: 9.45 HC; 11 
MS. Rev Dr L Griffiths. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran). 
Gresham St. EC2: il Ch Euch. Rev P D 
Schmiege; 2 Swahili HQ 7 Ch Mass. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
ECI: 9 HQ II Ch Euch. Missa brevis 
(Berkeley): 630 Music for Passiontide. 

ST BRIDE’S. EC4: il Ch Euch. Jackson in 
G: oJO Ch E. Gloucester Service (Howells). 
ST CLEMENT DANES. WC2: II Ch Euch. 
Mass for five voices (Byrd). 

ST COLUMBA-S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SWi: II Very Rev J H Mclndoe: 630 
Choral service. 

ST ETHELDRJLDA'S, ECI: il S Mass. St 
Matthew Passion (Victoria). 

ST JAMES’S. Garlickhythe. EC4: 1030 S 
Euch. John Paul 

ST JAMES'S. Sussex Gardens: 10.Ju S 
Euch. Missa brevis (Seibert: 6 Ch E, 
Pasuerunt super Caput Eis (Ceballos). 

ST JOHN'S. EiS II HC. Rev D Richards: 
fa.30 EP. Rev D Gritten. 

ST LUKE'S. 5W3: 8 HC: 10.30 S Euch. 
Vines Mea electa (Pouk-ncl. 12.15 HC: 6.30 E. 
Rev C Kevtll-Davtes. 

ST MARGARET'S. SWI: 930 MP. Canon 
DGray. 

ST MARTI N-JN-TIJ E-FI ELDS. WQL S 
HQ 9.45 Euch; 1130 Visitors Service: 2.45 
Chinese Service: bJO ShadowLmds per¬ 
formed by Thearre Roundabout. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. W&SHG 
930 Euch: 11.15 Ch M: 1230 HC; 630 E. 

MARY-TWE-VIRGIN. NW3: (0.15 5 
Euch. Wood in the Phygrian inode. 

ST MARYLEBONE. NW1: 8 HC. II Ch 
Euch. Stravinsky mass: 630 Healing. 

ST PAUL’S. SWI: )<. a HC: II Sol Euch. 
Passion gospel (Victoria). 

ST PETER*. SWI: S.I5 HQ 9.45 Family 
Euch: 10.45 S Euch. Salvator mundi (TaJIisl. 

*f? YAL OF ST PETER AD 
WNCUIA HM Tower of London: 9.15 HC: 
II M. Short sen-ice (Hum). 

Jame >'s Palace: 8.30 
HQ 11.15 > Euch. Schubert in G. 

Hampton Court Palace: 
-V Mavs for five voices 
(Byrd); 330 Music for Palm Sunday. 

S R OSVE N pR CHAPEL South Audfcv 

ri wi, S ' uc * 1, Adoramus tc Christe 
(Hundel). 

C i H f P F L j 9 f ‘ mE SAVOY. 
Ireland in C. The Chaplain. 

ur P ^ 4 * WellinyIon Barracks. 
Hc - Hosanna to rhe Son of 
IGibbijns}. Bund of the Grenadier 
Guards-, Rev L H Bryan. 

SRX'Hi c A y A u ALLEGE CHAPEL 
SEICh II s Euch. Jackson in G. Rev R 
Nunon. 

• Compiled by Deborah King. 


and I expecled some resentment. But 
there was none. He told me that the 
best thing 1 could do was to believe in 
God Dressing rooms can be ruthless 
places. The other players would mock 
him. saying, ‘God’s not doing much for 
you. is he?’ But Graham was certain 
that God had a plan for his life and 
cared about him. 1 began to realise I d 
never met anyone like him. He had a 
depth of feeling which I never eneoum 
tered while, for me, there was nothing 
under the surface. OneTuesday nightl 
got in my car and drove around 
Cambridge until 1 found a church, i 
found peace with God that nighL h 
made so much sense." 


washing to be done during a meal 
Perhaps this whs a spontaneous 
gesture by Jesus — a response tn the 
disdples’ arguments about which of 
them would be the greatest in God’s 
kingdom. 

When Jesus came to Peter, the 
disciple protested. The Master told 
him that one day he would under¬ 
stand the meaning of the ad; but still 
Peter refusecL 

J esus then warned him that, if he 
did not allow his feet to be 
washed, he could have no 
further relationship with him. At 
this, Peter’s resistance immediately 
vanished and he asked Jesus to wash 
not only his fet but his hands and his 
head as well. 

But Jesus washed only his feet In 
Ford Madox Brown's picture Peter is 
represented as feeling this is still 
wrong and that moved as he is. he 
will be glad when it is all over. 

B Nigel McCulloch is the Bishop of 
Wakefield 
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Jeremy Cherfas is not surprised by the news that chickens seem to enjoy watching television 


Chicks at the Roslin Institute watched a screensaver for half an hour a day 


I s it any wonder that chickens allowed 
to watch television for half an hour a 
day are happier? For someone who 
stiU vividly recalls four years spent 
studying the effects of controlled doses of 
novelty on young chicks, this week's 
report from Dr Bryan Jones at the Roslin 
Institute near Edinburgh provoked a 
prolonged bout of reverie. 

Dr Jones'S chicks were given half an 
hour in from of a screen saver. This is 
one of those delightful programs that are 
supposed to protect your computer 
monitor from overload but in reality do 
no more than remind you that you have 
done no work for five minutes. 

Unlike humans, who quickly get bored 
with singing along to an inane bunch of 
Hying toasters. Dr Jones's chickens sat 
enthralled for hours on end. They 
Showed every sign of looking forward 
with great pleasure to their viewing 
sessions and rewarded the researchers 
by growing more rapidly, laying larger 
eggs more regularly and being generally 
more phlegmatic and amenable. 

In my academic days, few of us even 
had a computer, tel alone a screen saver. 
We did, however, ha ve a steady supply of 
hatching chicks. Since I had a burning 
desire to understand the impact of 
novelty on the development of chickens. 1 
used simple cut-out plywood shapes — a 
square, a circle, a triangle — and simple 
colours: red. blue and yellow. 

Each day. in the dark so as not to over¬ 
stimulate their liule brains, I moved the 
chicks from box to box in an elaborate 
quadrille designed to expose them to one, 
two or three such visual delights. 

And on the seventh day, 1 would plonk 
each chick in front of a stimulus it had 
never seen before and for 16 minutes and 
40 seconds I would count its heart¬ 
rending peeps, 1 would measure how far 
it paced, and i would note when and 
where it went to the loo.- 
I got my PhD. which was the whole 
point of the exercise, but, 25 years on, the 
only result 1 can remember clearly is this: 
chicks somehow divined which stimulus 
they were going to be tested with, even 


Anything good 
on the box 
tonight dear? 


JEREMY WILLIAMS 



Chimpanzee using the remote control to change television channels 


though I myself did not know until the 
morning of their assessment 

This strange and upsetting result came 
to light when I analysed the deaths - a 
sad. often inexplicable and inevitable 
consequence of working with day-old 
chicks. 

I proved (statistically) that novelty 
itself was not killing the chicks. But to my 
astonishment, when I analysed the 
deaths according to whether the birds 
were going to be tested with the red 
triangle, the blue circle or the yellow 
square, there was an overwhelming 
excess of tiny fatalities among the birds 


who, my code revealed, would have been 
tested in front of the yellow square had 
they not croaked. 

Actually, of course, this result is just 
one of those statistical errors that crop up 
from time to time, and the reason 1 have 
not published it until now is that any 
competent scientist would understand 
the error and dismiss the result. But it 
was a moment of light relief in the lab. 

It was well known, for example, that 
animals would work — as in press a lever 
— to see interesting things. Chicks would 
work to witness a working model of a 
mother hen. Monkeys would tap like 


telegraph operators to gel a glimpse of a 
train set running around, but if the train 
were standing srill they soon became 
bored. 

They would work even harder to sec 
another monkey, even though thev were 
nol deprived of company the resi of the 
day. They really liked to watch cartoons 
and. best of all. they watched exircmclv 
violent cartcwns in shorter bursts, bm for 
a longer total duration, than the simper¬ 
ing sugary-sweet ones. 

All this made complete sense to anyone 
prepared to commit the cardinal sin of 
anthropomorphism. So docs the idea of 
zoo-keepers giving their charges access in 
television, as has happened in many 
places. 1 have talked to farmers whose 
cows milk better when the radio i> on, 
and seen pigs that have learnt iu use a 
specially modified remoie control to 
change channels, and switch off when 
they have had enough. 

A ll animals need, and will seek out, 
a modicum of stimulation. That is 
especially true if they are denied 
much stimulation most of the time. 
Monkeys quickly tire of film loops. 
especially if they contain no monkevs. 
But some people can watch the same film 
hundreds of times and still not get bored. 

Just how much stimulation constitutes 
a modicum probably depends more on 
the individual animal's processing ca¬ 
pacities than anything else. 

That chicks like screen savers is 
therefore no surprise to me. That it 
makes them more efficient production 
units is. however, a new piece of 
information, although 1 will be even 
more surprised if any intensive egg or 
broiler farmers bother to install screens 
for their charges. 

1 certainly will not be plugging in a 
special television set — not permanently, 
anyway. But as the essence of science is 
supposed to be repeatability, I did pur 
Ruby, our Rhode Island Red. in front of 
my flying toasters screen saver. She 
watched them for a while — but then she 
went to sleep. 


The creatures from cyberspace 


MARC ARUNDALE 



B rowsing though the 
world's bigges pet shop is 
informative, brarre ana at 
times downri ht danger- 
s. Never before has there been 
ire need for the buye to beware, 
shopping for your bet on die 
emet allows you to bty anything 
mi an albino camel io 24-carat 
Id-plated name tags. 

\s well as getting delvery of an 
nic species from sonu Websites, 
>ugh. you may also be taking 
[ivery of a seven-yar prison 
lienee and unlimited fit. It is not 
■gal to buy a pet on tre Net and 
rfing sites within Britaii will help 
ii to track down a particilar breed 
species in minutes, tit going 
irldwide can be danger ms. Ani- 
i! welfare groups fear that the 
emet is being used to ft iher the 
■eal trade in endangers species, 
an RSPCA legal offic ?r; iys: “It'S 
e pornography. The $ii s exist, 
t it's a matter of findi ig fiem." 
iVhai may be sold in ine rountry 
ild be illegal in ant he. Some 
sties need documents iort set out 
the Convention on t e fotema- 
nal Trade of Endange ed Species 
TESj. and others ma] be subject 
quarantine. 

rhe RSPCA condemn the prac- 
; and Jim Phillips, h id of the 
riety's veterinary d< lartment. 
r s the trade in aninus on the 
emet is “totally reprel nsible. It 
io way to buy a living i mg" He 
inis out that many ecitic pets 
juire specialised care : id urges 
[ential shoppers to “ti nk very 
ig and hard before tak g on an 
nic animal. And with iomestic 
imals, our advice is alwk-s to see 
im at the breeders will their 
ither and that's 
ssible over the Internet".| 
-fowever, if you are deter 
“Windows" shopping for . 

■ World Wide Web. wu can 
Meet yourself by checkijn first 
h the Department of 


not 

iiincd to 
. pet on 


iiviron- 


ment, Transport and the Regions 
hotline on 0117-987 8749. Some local 
authorities also have their own rules 
governing “dangerous" animals. 

The products and information on 
the Web vary according to which 
search engine you use. Also be 
aware of the potential for double 
entendre — searching for pets may 
produce some sites you’d rather not 
explore. UK Plus — which is 
accessible via the library on the 
Times Website at hrtp://www. 
sunday-times.co.uk or direct at 
http://www.ukplus.com — will gen¬ 
erate more than 13 million matches 
on a worldwide search for the words 
“pets, mail, order”. 

Breeders in the Unired States 
were the first to recognise the 
benefits of advertising on the Web 
and dominate it with thousands of 
sites, which include photographs, 
words and even sound effects. And 
their British counterparts are catch¬ 
ing up quickly. The British Dog 
Breeders Council pages can be 
found on http://www.k9netuk.com 
and has links to dozens of breeders. 
Most include news of forthcoming 
litters and an e-mail address for 
further in formation. You can also 
expect to find details of each dog's 
family tree and show successes. 

However, don’t expert simply to 
key in an order and await delivery of 
your pet. Reputable breeders want 
ro ensure thar their animals will be 
well cared for and will probably 
lake as much time checking buyers 
as the buyers do breeders. 

Cal lovers can access hrtp://www. 
fancierv.com and follow the links to 
track down a pet. Another useful site 
is the Cat-a-log — http://www. 
vervain.demon.co.uk — which in¬ 
cludes an e-mail inquiry form where 
you can detail your requirements 
and receive information on breeders 
and recent litters by return. Pet-food 
manufacturers sponsor http:// 
www.percaLco.uk. a site that 
offers a mine of information, as well 


as links to cat clubs and breeders. 

There are hundreds of ways to 
begin your hum and as you ny 
different search engines and key 
words to find the perfect pet you will 
also discover pages about the show 
requirements for different breeds, 
owner's dubs, whal to look for when 
buying and how to care for your peL 

If it is pet accessories you want. 
Pets Warehouse in New York ~ 
http://www.petswarehouse.com — 
carries a vast range of pet products. 
It stocks 11,000 different items and 
can access a fiirther-23,000 through 


its database. An on-line catalogue is 
currently being put together and 
should be up and running soon. 

Via e-mail, Pets Warehouse 
spokesman Bob — the Net's user- 
friendliness often extends to discard¬ 
ing surnames — confirms: **We will 
ship any place in the world." 

But he says it is important to be 
aware of the restrictions on the 
international trade in animals. 
“Fish are not too bad paperwork- 
wise, but some require Federal and 
international CITES papers before 
they are exporied" h . : ?c-,r. 'Alsa 


the UK prohibits certain animals. 
We would need to obtain a permit¬ 
ted list from the Government.” 

T here are no such restric¬ 
tions on pet products and 
the Net offers everything 
from designer kennels to 
toys for bored ferrets. On the farm 
and pet section of http://www. 
shopping.com you can buy a ferret 
play tunnel for $9.64 or a Dogloo 
kennel with a three-layer construc¬ 
tion which “commands a flea-free 
en\ironment” available in a range 


A VET WRITES 


I will be out of the 
country for ten months, 
starting in October, and 
George, the six-year-old ail 
which I've had since a kitten, 
will stay behind. Neither 
friends nor family are able to 
look after him. and I don't 
want to put him in a cattery. 
I'm looking for a temporary 
home while I'm away. He's 
an outdoor cat and needs a 
tolerant carer. Any advice? 
The ideal solution is for 
George to stay in your 


house attended by a responsi¬ 
ble carer who visits twice a 
day, feeds him and talks ro 
him. If George can come and 
go via a cat flap he'll continue 
as an outdoor cat in familiar 
territory. 

If you’re giving up your 
house and George has to 
move, make sure he's homed 
at least five miles away — 
anywhere closer and he'll 
come back to his old home, 
with no one to welcome him. 
The RSPCA or the Cats' Pro¬ 
tection League may be able to 
suggest potential foster 
homes, but ten months is a 
long time and. if you can't find 
the right carer, kennels are the 
only answer. George might 
nor like it, but he'll be safe, 
warm and well fed. 


of sizes, from $4920. Both are 
available to customers anywhere in 
the world except Cuba. Iran, Iraq. 
Libya and North Korea. 

Radio Systems Corporation in 
Knoxville, Tennessee — http:// 
www.radiosys.com — specialises in 
electronic gadgetry such as a train¬ 
ing collar for dogs which delivers a 
squirt of citronella if they step out of 
line or an electronic comb to zap cat 
fleas. Its products are also available 
through Petsafe in Oxfordshire on 
01993 S23833, or e-mail: sales'? 
petsafe.co.uk. 

If you really must have a gold- 
plated name-tag — in a range of 
shapes including fire hydrant, bone 
and cat — try Best Friend Pet Tags in 
Las Vegas, at http://www.pettags. 
com. iAjid that albino camel? You’ll 
find it under exotic animals of 
Livestock World at http://www. 
pitchfork.com — but be prepared for 
hefty shipping costs from the Aus¬ 
tralian outback. 

Once you've found your perfect 
pet and pampered it with products 
from around the world, you can use 
the Net to find owners’ clubs and 
sites fified with helpful information 
about their care. If they fall ill. you 
can track down a tonic or herbal 
remedy via the British Canine 
Shopping Centre — http://fido. 
k9.co.uk — or catch up on the 
latest advances in veterinary 
science—http://www.vetweb.co.uk. 

If none of that helps and they pass 
over the rainbow bridge to pet 
heaven, you can find them a plot in 
cyberspace cemetery — see 
http://www.petloss.com. While you 
are on-line you can also check 
lighting-up rimes for the interna¬ 
tional candle ceremony in memory 
of dead pets. 

And if the experience has left you 
disillusioned you can always call up 
hrrp.7Avww.go2nef.com/interner/ 
useless/useless/pets.html — a page 
which explores the uselessness of 
having a pet in the first place. 


Toby, my white minia¬ 
ture poodle, developed 
brown stains on (be side of 
his face below his eyes. The 
vet tells me his tear duds are 
blocked and the marks are 
tear stains. Why is this? 

H Healthy eyes are bathed 
in tears continuously 
and the excess drains away via 
the tear ducL Toby's drain 
could have been blocked by 
debris and cells after a mild 
eye infection. It is possible to 
Hush out the ducts and un¬ 
block them — with the dog 
under anaesthetic — but often 
the blockage recurs. Wash 
Toby’s face every day to re¬ 
move the tears and prevent 
brown stains forming or sore 
patches where the tears scald 
his skin. 

James Allcock 

• Write ip rhe TTmes I'ef. 
Weekend. The Times. 

/ Pennington Street. London 
El 9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. He regrets 
that hf cannot reply to letters 
personally. 



LAS ICY, seven, and Sunny, 
six. are labrador-alsatian 
crosses. They are affectionate 
and playful and would suit a 
family home with children 
and other pets. They are both 
housetrained and neutered 
but because they are brothers 
they would need to be 
rehomed together. If you 
would like to adopt Lasky and 
Sunny, please contact the 
RSPCA May hew Animal 
home at Kensai Green, 
London WIO (0181-969 0178). 
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DUST MITE 
PROBLEMS 

CONVERT YDUR PlllOW WTO 
A PATENTED 

guaranteed mite free 

ONE FOR £4 ONLY 
ALLEKGY RELIEF K0D0CTS LTD 

14, MANSION ROAD, 
SOUTHAMPTON 
S015 3BP. 

TEL/FAX 01703 332919 
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THE LADYS NORFOLK HAT 

Have you got yours yeti 

. Essential protection from the harmful effects of the sun 

- Washable, foldable and fully packabk 

* Light and comfortable - allows your head to breathe 

- 100% pre-shmnk cotton 

Available in Natural, Pale Pink and Pale Blue. 

Sizes 5 54-55cm, M 56-57cm, L 58cm and ‘ 

XL 59cm. ’"*-3gRSr 

Soon available in navy blue! 1 

For 48hr Despatch Call ‘-*4w 

0171 498 2099 J 

Norfolk Hats, 

140 Battersea Park Rood, 

London SW11 4NB 
Fax 0171 498 0990 

Rmi qpadiy tt you Oo MX *4 la ncata 


MEN 

DOES YOUR SIZE & 
POTENCY MATTER? 



Send 2 x Is* class rany-Wr ' 
Dash Prtfehlng (DeptTM),' 

Reepost; PO Box 22 Ptyhntodc, 
Ptymouth, PL82SR 



£ 22.95 

*h>Qv&» 


n\F.AI)V 

FOR 

SPRING’ 


FOLDS 
FLAT. FOR 
TRAVEL^ 


Made In 
U.K 




ANTIQUE 

REPLICAS 





|Sm|f 


STRE-TCH-ER 

LASTING RELIEF FROM TIGHT SHOES'. 



01204 525115 




0B>.14TT. 4 BMK SI EMI BOUTM Bll 



Country (Desfe 






3E3yJ! 


TILING 

CABINET 


Country Desks 

78 High Street Berkhamsted Herts HP4 2BW 
Tel 01442 866446 Fax 01442 872306 



rraii 
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BIS i 1 


r 1ii ■» i ll 



W7J3 Mj 1 Mj 1 Silver Plated Drip Ring 
m MMmJMJ if von order within ~ days 



O.KI) F- R F O R M 



IsilF ■ 1 

I i.riii 

p j ilIjMQ, 


1 1 I :nnow 18700 of age. 

j | Ofa-qnisufaiecstoiisaildby^lEMdeaesen^enhx&f Chasid «&. 


I Mt^traWsASss Inittab_ _ Surname 


Swttcfa fesae No. 


FREEPHONE FOR R\ST DELIVERY 

0800 21 60 98 

te Uwfta dalaiadtoBtmjwMlejifaatiaaBai 

■rFHBOM alsrdwimi.te.%1 MOi Mss Mb 

ledcadi md{bmwfa h od ed. (hr h^U ai ifl aipnc 
b 4| *ata Udp. 




Valance Specialists. Any drop- 


r\rdt } r.*i -1 L:'r51Si -1 i ■ -S- TtZ \ 


Fkted Sheets any das. Any Depth. 
■5p«Hl Sms' linei Catalogue- 
Send Samp totbv fer Caalog Oe. 
Keys Ltd, 0epiSS463 132 OURd. 
Ok w muSr Essex C015 3AJ 




We provide the care and 
Ineti uct te ma. Halt day 
coma is grea fun and 
costs E5S-50. 

GIFT VOUCHERS MAKE 
EXCELLENT PRESENTS 
Castle Combe Sfdd Ran 
Caaba Combe Circuit 
Chippenham, WBtahka, SN14 7EX 

Tel: (01249) 782101 


l*iire Silk 
Hoxer Shorts 



EROTIC 
CHINESE 
HR! NTS 


Ancient end erotic oriental »n from 

the RAng period 

(208RC-A-D. 1644) 

Tastefully reproduced from brides 
Books’. Originally painted to 
demonstrate waial tadmeun for 
the young bndo and Broom. 

Printed an tine archival paper. 

FULL COLOUR 
CATALOGUE £6.00 
ALLOW 14-28 DAYS 
Fufl cost rsfemded with first ptscham 
Seri cheque or P.O.tK 
Aiiuw RhrMHft 
Potmd Lane TreaEnc Eat. 
Eooootli, EX8 4NN. ■ 


O1395 2221OS 


traditional smock 

Mwffm fiMrfmn SJwi. Pa«m. rtffgy be 
ONLY £1M9 pbi P&*_£=4_ 

• Round neck style L 7 

• 10053 cotton dnU /. 

■ Wmdproof (/ 

• Machine washable Q Q 

e Haidwearing *-=- 

WnieL phone at la* for colour laaliet to: 

COUNTRY LIFESTYLE {TMBJ 
Z Boston Orchard Sr MeUinn. 
Comwal Pt J2 6R0 

fl fi TeL 07071 223550 
'•CT f«l 01579 351433^^" 


CALL: 0171*^^ 
FAX. 01714819313 


1 TftURCJS 


PINE BEDS 



:J2 Kitbam High Foal London. SW6 2fiS 


Made to measure 
LADIES SKIRTS 
&TROUSERS 
any shape 
any size 
any style 



qnafity tUK&ij 

♦ 1005 of styles in owr , 
100 doths -sidezips. I 
ASne. fufl tinings 
you name iti! I 

♦ Ea^r self-measuring 

in the comfort erf your 
own home or 
measurements taken 
from yar own garment 

♦ Mai order service 


FREE brochure 
a sample ctothsj 

caU 0113 
248 8131 


Winebergp Estzrfishevi 1TO 
Dept TT, Camart House, 

15 Cowper Rood, Leeds LS9 7HR. 



ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large Stocks of old desks, Oak, Mahogany, • 
Walnut; Victoria, Edwardian, Rolltop, Cylinder, 
■ Partner's, Dickens and Pedestal Desks. 

Free delivery within mainland. UK. 


fMr > r i i j ri 


DON SPENCES ANTIQUES 
r WARWICK 
Q01926)499S$7 - (019^5) 407989 


1 1. n r • n: ■. « '.f.'riyLe 1 


wwwumUquc-desksxftJik 

OLD DESKS PURCHASED 
3dA, Market Place, Warwick. (Beneath Vintage Antique Centre) 
> wwwjcaqnc-des ta .c o . u k 


she KTFortne 

ELDBVX ATHLETES 

a emnoNE 


SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH 
IN CONSTRUCTION 

p». 


■fv>. - ■ / ' 

f : ’ 

yr 


DELUXE QUALITY KNEE SUPPORT 
GIVES INSTANT REUEF FROM 
PAINS ASSOCIATED WITH: 

Strains, twists, aches, sport injurie 
soreness or rheuma&snL 
Designed and manufactured 
in the UK. 


Comfortable, adjustable tit gives 
total comfort and maximum support. 


Everyone is prone to sore knees and naggng 
aches, whatever your age and lifestyle. This 
scientifically designed knee support offers kistartt 
refief from nagging pain tor athletes and the elderly aHe. 
The knee support is lightweight and flexible whist two 
velcro ships adjust for a perfect fa. Rri money back 
guarantee if returned within 12 days. 


Please alow 28 days for delivery. This product is machine washable. 
0M1Y £10.90 EACH INC. P4R TWO FOR £16.00 phs £2J5 P&R 


At William Tillman oar craftsmen lovingly create 
modem masterpieces that reproduce the finest 
examples of 18th aad 19th century furniture 
co perfection. Call nov and let us introduce you to 
quality that cannot be surpassed anywhere 



WILLIAM TILLMAN 


When only perfection is good enough. 


30, St James’s Street, London SW1A 1HB 
Telephone: 0171 839 2500. Fax: 0171 930^8106 
14-24, Crouch Lne, Borough Green, Kent TN15 SLT 
•• Telephone: C1732 883278. Fax: 01732 SS4439 




I exc/us/Ve 

[FOAMSpc^J 

cut to size 

for cushions & mattresses j 


■ it 





Hease se ed OaquBsiPa's pn^de to 
ORDBffLOH (TT1VS), BUapS Hobsb, 

Kartrt Ptaca, Gmnk Crass, Bucks S19 9HL 

idetoa Rag No3MM30 


[SSDUJ Electric RECLINE 
& LIFT-^YOU-UP Chairs 

iMBRitt Recline you to sleep 

and lift you to 
4 ■ your feet 




Lv over 

you- existing pfj’7 7 '’ 


I NEW CUSHIONS MATTRESSES 
For chairs^suites. Made to measure 

bench seating etc. any size and to 
Uncovered or with your individual 
our own fitted covers. comfort. 


Hade to measure . uiuklais 
any size and to Aseparatc 2 in. deep 
your individual la'er for instant relief 
comfort. in a loo hard bed. 


Wide range from 

fm A q T uS^g 

M customers 

JLtJ M l INCLUDING 

L VAT £819) 

Popular with those who have 

■ Back or neck trouble ■ Aching arthritic Joints ■ Chest 
problems ■ Angina I Poor circulation | Varicose veins 

■ Fluid retention ■ Insomnia ■ Migraine & Headache. 

WIDE CHOICE OF FABRICS & COLOURS 

cii“oicE^n ELECTRICALLY 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

..FULLY ADJUSTABLEPgQQ 

fc. > ,from only 1377 

j.-. VAT FREE for qualifying 

customers (Including VAT £704) 
, Massage Therapy imil also available 

yf-"" 'Swgfc “■ DELIVERY 

- FREE;W 



- DELIVER1 

• FR^E; l W 

bact guaranJee. 


& Ji Doubk 


Callers*vl^ai 
HSL SHOWROOMS 
Bradford Road 

?iS!ore Awni* For FREE mail-frdercatal^if&larfc, 
LETCHWORTH range of fabric samples at direct prices 

PHONE Of 924 507050 

hen LEY-IN-ARDEN or write: HSL. Dept TM46H 

Nr^qVSSSi 9 LOWER NORTHAli ROAD, HEDGE END 
| West Midlands VILLAGE, SOUTHAMPTON SOSO 4FN. 

No hard sell with HSL 

Compare our quality. Compare our price. 
.V i M .znW’d stiles people will call at vourdoor 


1 1 EVERYTHING DELIVERED SAFELY TO YOUR DOM. (Fax: 0113 274 8102)1 

mr PHONE 0113 274 8100 

Imm’mmi°%mm i* 17 *’ mcasu ™ g ftid^nd Jirrci pr;ce>J 

I Please said stamp for colour brochure or phae. 1 

I Mr/Mre/Miss.—.......I 

ICAPRALS) _ -y I 

I Address..... . Pvl ■ 

9C" 

^ -.....Postcode. ®^l 

I POAMR>ReoMFCItT« Dept T 2 . I 

1 Unit Two, Wyther Lanelndustrial Estate, * 

^ Wyther Lane, Kirkstall Leeds LS 5 3 BT| 


ANTIQUE 

REPLICAS 


Over 50 toing tabfci on display to our showrotn* made by Master Craftsmen to 
■ sraedart mtsurpaned this cennuy cognbr with 100 styles of Chairs, else 
SidEbaeR&Desks, FUng Cabinets. CodoaU Cablets. TV ft video Cabinets. 

Qialts, Chesterfldds ft Leaking Classes. AD ihulabie in three separate ranges 
to salt all life styles ft hrouw groups. 



VMt(ha Shipping D ept. 


20%flff:iSKsgf"^ 

AU OFFERS MUST END30 APRIL 98% 
BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICL 

J2 SCH f°^ a - OSE ' QUEro'nxaBETOAVE., BLfRGESS HI 

L '“‘^ HEN & *™* CK * WiST SUSSEX RH^S^X 

'-—Tel: 01444 245577_ 






























































































































































































































i w * umioc. wVLAfc' 

CALL: 0171680 6860 
FAX: 01714819313 


SHOPAROUND 



RELIEF FOR 
KNEE 

PAIN 



FOR PEOPLE 
OF ALL AGES! 

Nothing is more excruciating than knee pain, 
stiffness or strain! It doesn't matter whether 
it comes from a sports injury, a bad twist, a 
£aU or simply from growing older, you’d give 
anything for pain free relief 

The remarkable Barlow Knee Support 
is guaranteed __ 


'1:- y 


■'. - n- 

" I. ^ 


♦Afecftme. 

wastage. 


ffljpTBfiw-' •->_ ;\- 


er, you d give AT LAST—NEW RELIEF 

FOR ALL WHO SUFFER! 

Support The Barlow Knee Support uses no metal, 

--- yet provides you with all the maximum lateral 

ag pad gives . and cap support you need. This incredibly 

M weight support absorbs shocks, prevents 
isting and provides soothing warmth to 
njured or painful joints. 

30 DAY NO-RISK OFFER! 

While medical science has not found 
a cure for knee pain, the remarkable 
Barlow Knee Support may be the next 
best thing! Try it yourself for 30 days, 
f it doesn’t bring you total relief from 
ur knee.pain, we will refund your full 
base price without question. 

30 DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL 


to bring you * eastern tmtSMagpixIgbes and cap support you need. T1 

SSSLr l.ghtwe.ghc support absorbs 5 

°•' Patented . ' : ’/dr 'TWmt twlsUn S P r0Vldes 
money back. /:/ :jHHL injured or painful joints. 

Imagine being / > X 

able to walk , 6 'JStSSj-f.'j. 30 DAY NO-RISI 
climb stairs, knee joint | While medical science h 

dance, jog " s *3 Bj a cure f° r knee pain, the 

and enjoy life tf • A 3 Bar ^ ow Knee Support m 

again without best thing! Try it yourself 

pain. • aspsinieikm: X If it doesn’t bring you iota 

Th^ R-,rUnr your knee.pain, we will reft 

Knee Support -' P purchase price without quest 

rSSS.'S*- _ 30 DAY RISK-FREE T 

asset feasaa's 

supports and elastic ■ Pteaseseodme: 

bandages just didn’t J Q i Knee Support @£ 19195 +£3 postage and handling MriMre/Mas/Nfe 

do the job. He set out | Q ZTfoee Supports © £37.90+£3 postage and harcffing Name 
to add strength and I FOB COBRBTSIZE Measure around ftekneg. one inch above 
stability directly to the ! J? knee cap. My exact meaavement is-inches. - 

joint where support 1 - 

and protection ie I card number _ 

needed most | j ssue No(Switeh}__ Signature__ . 


Mr/Mre/Mss/Ms 


to add strength and 
stability directly to the 
joint where support 
and protection are 
needed most. 


Address 







O font* lid. Ra&CfSca: 28 Charias Square. I 
London N1 BHT. Rag. In England No. 3124002 * 
VAT Hag. No. 577 7*13 03 ( 


Postcode 


Traditional style, value and great ideas... 


THE WORLD’S SMALLEST 10X 
MAGNIFICATION BINOCULARS 


(RRP £79.95) 


stilt. Most binoculars; tend 

to be bulky, heavy and a nuisance 
to carry around. This new product 
Grom Sunagor is a world apart. 
Called the -Mim-Ten”. these 
ultra compact binoculars have 
a specification of 10 x 21 mm, 
offering 10 times magnification. 
They measure approximately 
7.5cm x 9cra (3 x 3 V ; inches) 
and weigh just 170g(6oz),yet 



h 




Deflwusuah»tfM7ilaysbu»ploaBeaowupto14itoy5.WBhopetabeaWelohrinflYOoa»ari6JYdfiithafWBrestingoC l 80ki«a _ 
reputable ainpantes - if job (refer rof receive such cflere. ptetse writs to Cararfi Lfef«(he atnw address. , 


IF STORTFORD 


* ff ipZi 
•. v 

r g : 

v! £ J 




Mini Ten Binoculars 


Aikw up to 28 days for delivery from receipt of order. We 
deliver to address in the UK (including Northern Ireland). If 
you are not satisfied with your purchase return the goods to us, 
unused and in the original packaging, within 28 days for a 
refund or exchange. 


I enclose a crossed cheque/Postal Order made payable to 

Coopers of Stortford for £_ 

OR 

please debit my Mastercard/Visa (delete as appropriate1 
with the sum of £_ 


Card No._ 

Signature 

Exphes_ 


Your year of birth 19. 


I ir you would prefer mi to receive tofonojikm. .liters cr uavicta from other companies 
j carefully bdccted fey Coopers of Stanford, plaur lid t*v O Ret‘OW 

I---------—— 

L'afunurSunfanl n ■ IRtalme ibdic afTtw Enicrpnwr IJcyartowni Umocd. 

Had Office: r Canuaway. Bahup-k Wanfotil t M=* 2fcJ R*«. No XI 7«o l 


The Lazy Gardeners Way to a Perfect Lawn 

WORN OUT PATCHY LAWN? 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL HOUSEHOLDERS 


SOWN IN MIN UTES 

GROWS i/v 

(IN ASUTTLEAS 5 M 

LASTS FOR YEARS 


Transformed This 


THE LAWN OF YOUR L 
HAS NEVER BEEN £ 

Whetrier starting your lawn fra 
have unsightly bare 
WONDERGREEN PLUS WITH 
can start to give you a lush gre 
will took gpod all year rumd in 
days - irrespective of soil corn 
drought, shade, heat or cold. 

A BEAUTIFUL, LUXU 
LAWN - A REALITY A 

If your lawn suffers from unsi| 
bald patches where only the w 
to thrive then WONDERGREENI 
answer. WONDERGREEN PLUS 
seed with Its own fertiliser ft 
growth so even a complete 
gardener should have no j 
growing a lawn to be proud at. 

START A 

WONDERGREEN PLL 
LAWN IN AS LITTLE A 
5 DAYS 

A WONDERGREEN PLUS Iff 
couldn't be easier. Grour 
preparation is minimal. Simp' 
rake over, sow WONDERGREEI' 

PLUS rake over and water. The 
added fertiliser actually feeds 
the seed as it germinates 
thus eliminating the need for 
the lazy gardener to tend the new shoot 

A WONDERGREEN PLUS LAWN 

- rapid results- 

LASTING RESULTS 

In as little as 5 days 
WONDERGREEN PLUS grass a#****®* 
id sprout to produce a thick, 

virtually impenetrable to weeds and abte » 

withstand SMS 9 TSJZSS 



INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
FROM JUST 


Into this 

in about 3 weeks? 

Deliveries over 1kg. are by Parcel Force 
on vour behalf unless you instruct us 
otherwise by calling 01789 470 055 


formally £9.95 
E FOR ALL SOIL TYPES 

EEN PLUS thrives In aO soil 
y clay to light and sandy. 

« ordinaiy grass seed 
:EEN PUJS grass seed has 
mould treatment to prevent it 
•te ground before germination 
lace. 

NT TO MOST GARDEN 
ENEMIES 

; - PETS - CHILDREN 

is suffer from 'pests’ of one 
her. WONDERGREEN PLUS is 
lie but has been specially 
;pel birds arid stop them 
seed before g ermlnavon has 
e. Safe and non-toxic It is 
ardens that 'suffer* children 
- a hardy mbaure that-wm take 
jt anything that can be thrown 

AVAILABLE IN SHOPS OR 
STORES 

IDERGREEN PLUS is not' 
table in shops, DlY stores or 
ten centres. Only by mail 
ler. Ordering is easy. You can 
id our 24 hour telephone 
rdertng service or complete the 
soupon and post today. Please 
allow 14 days for delivery. 
Money back if not delighted. 

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

Order now and take advantage of these 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICES 

1 Peek - 500g covets 150sq.fl. £7.95 
+ p&p (Normally £9.95) 

2 Packs - lkg covers 300sq.fi. £33.95 
+ p&p (Normally £17.95) 

4 Packs - 2kgs covers BOOsq-ft. 

£24.95 + p&p (Normally £32.95) 


5 Dst ■ tri ruMYt TR 1 A 4 Pa<*s - 2kgs covers BOOsq-ft. 

Comhllt Marketed Ltd, Dept T514, tv> 051 

uo Lowes Lane Industrial Estate, £24.95 + p&p (Normally £32.95) 

WeJtesbourrrri, Warwicks._C^/35______ 

r To: ComhiH Marketing limited. DeptTftl4,10 Lowes tons industrial Estate. 
I Woflesboume. Warwicks CV35 9R8 4Mk K 

i Ptease send me (uckboO WONDERGREEN PLUS WL 

| □ 1 Pack - 500g cwws 15Qso.fL £7.95 + £1.95 P&P gJOBj Ci 

1 O 2 Kicks - 1kg covers 3Q0sc.it £13.95 + £2.95 p*p fc 

I □ 4 Packs - 2kgs covers 600sa.1t. £24.95 + £2.95 p&p - 

I I endose ChequeffiO. for £_or charge rr^ £§v?!? 

I MaserfcwWisaDefta'SwnEP Acooum. 


HARD WATER 
& UME5CALE 
have an adverse and 
detrimental effect on all 
households 


of 


without the; 


sorter water 

thert^^ fec ostiv chemicals, filters and salt. 



KETTLES FURRED 
Coffee machines and Ice 
machines also suffer from the 
effects of hard water and 
SmeScate. 



SHOWBO V 

Restricted water flow caused \ 
by Emescafe buSd up. 



Do you recognise the visual symptons of hardwater 
& timescale? The effects could result in the 
replacement of household appliances, plumbing and 
hot water cylinders. 


Water^King 

i Electronic 


Water Softener 

L that retains healthy minerals and is 

t scientifically proven to produce softer water 



J^wFcirc 


I REDUCES EXISTING 
(-UMESCALE AMD ISPS 
'DSCAlf YOUR PLUMBWG. 


EASY DlY INSTALLATION - 
I NO MAINTENANCE REQUIRED 


..Helps prevent fresh 

DffOSTSOF 

UMESCA1EF0RMNG. 


BATHS. BASINS A TOOETS 
■ Unsightly scale and stains. 

SHAMPOOS, SOAP, DETERGENT 
Don't lather as they should and 
scum b produced. 


THE HIDDEN SYMPTOMS 


LOW COST 
NATIONWIDE 
INSTALLATION 
AVAILABLE 

OR EASY DlY 


PROVIDES SOFTER 
1 WATER SO SOAPS. 
SHAMPOOS AM) 
DETERGENTS 
LATHER BETTER - 
SCUM IS REDUCED 

REDUCES VOUR 
I ENERGY BILLS 




SJZZ5 m x4~x2' 

/4 HEALTHY MINERALS RETAINED 


REDUCES SCALE ON BATHS. SINKS 
AND LAVATORY BOWLS. 


REDUCES FURRING OF LEITLES 
AND SHOWER HEADS. 


£ SOFTER DRINKABLE WATER 
[ NO SEPARATE HARD WATER TAP 


LOW RUNNING COSTS - LESS 
THAN 2p PER DAY 


HEALTHY MINERALS RETAINED 


NO PL UMBING - At tACHES ^ present in hard water are essential to humans and animals. 

TA DIDCC tlCTA V rlD «•- U - A- ■-A--'-■ - - «■-tk«* 



TO PIPES, METAL OR 
PLASTIC 

READ VVHAT SABSHED CUSTOMERS SAY 
ABOUT WATER-BUG 


VWater^ing is a fuBy computerised water softener that reduces existing timescale and 
helps prewnt the formation of new scale WITHOUT THE USE OF CHEMICALS or SALTS 
AND WITHOUT REMOVING CALCIUM AND HEALTHY MINERALS FROM THE WATER. 
Studies have indicated that calcium m drinking water can be benefidaf to the health 
□I the nation. 


DetrSn ^ 

At taatine Af I 


Danxalt and to renut 
epenance tto we are nn 
Dm wadi can be done 


rttaig Kdwmww. The 
h autfbiias nstetd of 
.SegK Ward. POftSFT 


AmUMCES ■ H0T9WER OUWER 
WASHING MACHMES, 
DISHWASHERS. WATER HEATERS, 
MMERSI0N HEATERS. HOT 
WATER HEATERS. HOT WATER 
PIPES. 

internal damage cataed to pipes 
and water heaters and appliances 
by internet fimescafe 
encrustation. 

REDU&S OPERATING EfROENCY, 
UfiE OF APPLIANCES AND 
INCREASES MAINTENANCE 
COSTS. 


few running' 


i^and appliances 5 eqareu my “jjjhr f 

atimv. QUEENS MOTEL, 


WATER-KING REALLY WORKS 

In fact it h the only computerised electronic water treatment system that has been 
renwiMSQ. ttoJrowfaxn tested by independent laboratories and PROVEN TO PRODUCE SOFTER WATER, 
awnoreorttwg wfwruww. The 

TEST WATER-KING FOR 100 DAYS 

WATBt-KING ELECTRONIC WATER SOFTENERS Start at jess than £100 and 
won the are fikefy to pay for themselves in no time. 

££ Test a WatertCng in your home for 100 days under the 

terms of our Money Back Guarantee. 

5 YEARS MANUFACTURERS WARRANTY against 
faulty workmanship. Manufactured under a quality 
Management system registered to 1S09001 
certificate number 95/5280. 

OVER 35,000 IN USE WORLDWIDE 


DtM5tS 

Wt write to M you how satisfied »• ot with the 
nocOTKtoifreuris&dMaftwhorK Ttewarer 

b softer and we«r»ife<fetod >wth the w&emely 
1 —'fivoAfUretoihanfeiwtaran 


thank jov to an 

K. H0lfl»r 0M WlC IOHKW 


Mq «r hotel lam 
Mhr with thnr 
iSRUMANMO. 
HOTEL SOUTHS EA 


Aktov the kettle b drfarefe- Thar* you fer surer 
ctatgmSpiktd, dtrr mis deittr dart I thought 
papule and l woufe be happy to nco/mend 
---UXXENT 

Dear Ai 

I me up/ After Samets. our furred kettle 

ifefeansr-- — — ■ __MB A BAffl 


Our testing kftwfi 
quicHy wficate 
whether you have 
hard water and 
ImescaJe 
prablens. 
ACT NOW - HELP 
PROTECT YOUR 
HOME AGAINST 
HARDWATER 
AND UMESCALE 
PROBLEMS. 


FREEPOST COUPON TODAY • 
NO STAMP NECESSARY 

YES! Please send my FREE Water-King information pack 
and resting fit. 


Name Mt^n/Ms.-- 

Address.—.-..— 




























































































22 - feature 


THE TIMES WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY APRIL 4 1998 



Learning doesn’t have to be a carry on 



Sid James in Cany On Dick. Learn about highwaymen, poachers and rural crime. April 17-19, in Battle, East Sussex 


Easter multi-activity week¬ 
ends in Snowdonia. With 
abseiling, dim bing, white- 
water rafting and clay-pigeon 
shooting. From £200 for three 
nights. Also Easter multi- 
activity weekend for singles 
in Abergavenny. With canoe¬ 
ing. Both with Acorn Activities 
of Hereford (01432 830083). 
Price £250, inclusive. 

A taste of gardening in 
Leicester. Activities include a 
visit to an EcoHouse for a 
study of organic gardening, a 
tour of Brooksby Agricultural 
College and the Botanic Gar¬ 
dens, and a visit to Bamsdaie 
Gardens, home of the late TV 
gardener Geoff Hamilton. Lei¬ 
cester Promotions (0116-254 
7400). From £210 per person. 
Gliding. Soar over the Cots- 
wolds in a two-seater glider 
with experts from the Bristol 
and Gloucester Gliding Club 
(01453 860342). Trial flights 
from £20. 

Scottish and East Anglia 
cycling breaks. From Blair¬ 
gowrie, Perthshire and Fram- 
lingham and Woodbridge in 
Suffolk with Anglia Cycling 
Holidays (01250 876100). Cy- 
des, B&B accommodation and 
vegetarian meals available. 
From £75 for three days. 

* Easter getaway. At the 
Eamley Concourse, Chiches¬ 
ter, West Sussex (01243 
670392). Yoga, walking, swim¬ 
ming. croquet, musical eve¬ 
nings and line dancing. From 
£277 residential. 

Easter walking in Constable 
country. From the Flatford 
Mill Studies Centre. East 
Bergholt, Essex (01206 
298283). From E105 residential. 
£82 n on-residential. 

Easter landscape painting; 
Learning to paint with 
watercolours Writing poet¬ 
ry. Drawing and design. 
Some of the many courses on 
offer during Easter at 
Missenden Abbey, Great 
Mis sen den, Bucks (01494 
890296). From E69. 

Family naturalist and bird 
weekend; Castles and strong¬ 
holds near Shrewsbury; 
Sketching and painting. All 
this weekend with the Field 
Studies Council, Shrewsbury 
(01743 850380). Prices from 
E75-EIQ5, inclusive. 


Baric biaeksmithing: Colour 
photography; Traditional 
drawing techniques. At West 
Dean College. Chichester, 
West Sussex (01243 SI 1301). 
From £150 indusive. 
Paragliding. Weekends at 
Austwick. North Yorkshire, 
with Active Edge (01423 
711900). Age 16-plus. Accom¬ 
modation available. Price £65 
for one day, £110 for two days. 

Working with wiBow. Mak¬ 
ing biro houses and bird 
homes at the Somerset Levels 
Centre. Borrowbridge. Somer¬ 
set with Working Willow 
(01963 370413). Price £135 for 
two days, inclusive. 


Flatford Mill Centre. East 
Bergholt. Essex (01206 
29S283). Prices from £35. 

Wine appreciation: The 
industrial heritage of South 
Wales; Yoga; Music making 
for beginners. At various 
locations this weekend with 
H. F. Holidays (01S1-905 9558). 
Prices from £L24 to £194. 
depending on the activity and 
accommodation required. 

Rise »nd fall of the Knights 
Templar. Batik textiles. At 
Maryland College. Woburn. 
Bedfordshire (01525 292901). 
From £99 per course. 

Belly dancing. At Mouniain 
Nail Queensbury. West York¬ 
shire (01274 816258). Price per 
course £85 residential. £60 
non-residential. 



Taking pictures on the Moon. Try a guide to the 
camcorder, April 24-26, in Higham Hall, Cumbria 


Highwaymen, poachers and 
rural crime 1660-1860; 
Stumpwork and needlelace. 
At Pryke House. Battle. East 
Sussex (01424 772495). Price 
£68 residential. £58 non-resi- 
dential. 

Tracing family history; Speed 
applique methods. Ai Alston 
Hall Residential College. Pres¬ 
ton (01772 784661). Prices from 
£70. 

American line dancing Talk¬ 
ing with confidence. At Bur¬ 
ton Manor College. South 
Wirral (0151-336 5172). Price 
E98 per course. 

Wildlife watch for families; 
Gardening for wildlife: Ot¬ 
ters and other riverside 
mammals. All weekend at the 


Baric china mending. At 
Mowbray School of Porcelain 
Restoration. Hatfield. Herts 
(01707 270158). Price £135. 

Why pay more for your 
wines: Let’s dance, a weekend 
for recorder ■ players; 
Watercolour workshop; Alex¬ 
ander technique. Ail this 
weekend at the Old Rectory. 
FrttJeworth, West Sussex 
(01798 865306). Price per 
course £114 residential, £90 
non-residential. 

Art and the Greeks; Geology 
of East Anglia: Books of 
Hours and songs of Courtly 
Love: Medieval mysteries. All 
weekend at the University of 
Cambridge (01954 210636). 
Price per course £120. 


APRIL 24-26. -V"' 

Hang-gliding in the Peak 
District. From the Peak Dis¬ 
trict Hang-Gliding Centre. 
Leek. Staffs (0153S 382520). 
Britain's oldest BHPA ap¬ 
proved hang-gliding centre. 
Students must be over 14. 
Courses from £35 per day. 
Beginners' guide to the cam¬ 
corder Willow sculpture. 
Both this weekend ai Higliam 
Hall. Cumbria (017687 76276). 
Price per course £112. 
Reading Latin; A jazz week¬ 
end. DH Lawrence and EM 
Forster. An Introduction to 
world religions. This week¬ 
end at the University of Cam¬ 
bridge. Madingley Hall (01954 
210636). Price per course £120. 
Memoir writing; Garden 
sculpture: A George Gersh¬ 
win celebration. All this week¬ 
end at the Wensum Lodge. 
King SrreeL Norwich (01603 
66602). Price per course £84 

inclusive. 

Upstairs downstairs, life in 
an English country bouse; 
Buddhism and philosophy; 
Anrirot Egyptian religion. 
All this weekend at Dillington 
House. Jlminster. Somerset 
(01460 55S66). From £79. 

How to be a travel writer: 
Beautiful Batik; Walking the 
Downs and the Weald. All 
this weekend at the Old Recro- 
ty. Fittleworlh, Sussex (0I79S 
865306). Prices from £114 resi¬ 
dential. £97 non-residential. 
Walking in spring. A week¬ 
end of guided spring walks, 
each eight miles long, at 
Chichester Harbour and the 
South Downs. Also Calligra¬ 
phy for fun and Painting and 
sketching. All from Eamley 
Concourse. Chichester, West 
Sussex (01243 670392). Prices 
£149 residential. £103 non- 
residential. 

Conservation weekends. In 
all parts of Britain with the 
British Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers (01491 839766). On 
the Jurassic Coast of Dorset, 
repairing the South West 
Coastal Path or fossil hunting. 
Price £100 inclusive. 

Richard III — good or bad? 
At Ludlow. Shropshire, with 
the University of Birmingham 
(0121-414 5615). Price £129 
inclusive. 

Robin Neillands 


BMW 


BMW WANTED 


3201 n Auto, OaclaT blue. I rafl, 
70k mis. FHMWSH. LaOj onto. 


C8JBO. 01709 830101 (Homs) 
364000 fWorfc 



318i SE 

No* 970(1, Dtrt Greta mmlbc. 

7k miles, ESR. nanotr cemraJ 
locking, alarm, imunliiliire CD. 
efeeme windows A mkvm. 6 
onto nwn i Jm miiOT wnmiy. 

bnoiidiK. 

£18,495. 

01252717380 


318i Touring Auio 96N 
Blue Met /grey cloth s/r 
stereo 18k. FSH, 

__£16,995; 

318i 4door, 95M, Blue 
Met/grey cloth, alloys, 
s/r, stereo. 78k, FSH. 

_£10,995 

Td: 01274531459/ 



efccmc mb. electric Med mmt 
FHMWSH. Above avenge nakage. 

£14,9950110. 

Tei 0114 247 7467 re 
0378 603 161 


BMW M3 

Evolution Cabriolet 
97R, TecOno Vtota. Full 
Marble Leather, Air 
Coodkkxung. Rear Head 
Restraints. Nice Spec. 12k mb. 

£42,000 

Tel: 0802325107 


PROBABLY THE 1st 
IN THE COUNTRY 
BMW 23 (MOTOR 
SPORT) ROADSTER 

-ONy 400 pmg *j hr rnnkAto m Or 

“I 

-Mneramem 
■OtMwiy odmn 




635 CSi HiLine 

88(F). Royal Blue metallic. 
Grey hide, cruise control, 
eteonc memory sports seats, 
usual extras, cherished plate. 
65.000 nriks, FSH. 
Excellent condition. 
£13.000. 

01925 228573 


Z3,1.9. 

Manual, 97R. Htfi Spec. Only 
1,400 mtott. Mstaflc Mma 
BkWBMga UBwr interior. 
Round spoke alloys. Beckta 
hood. Ctsome Me pack. On 
board Computer. CD, RDS player, 
Yttnd deflector, Marm system. 

01425471782. 


5251ASE 

aba 9S. N re*. 15J»0 mils*. 


0171609 2700/ 
0385560887. 


BIG SAVINGS ON 


Z32.8 £25£95 save £2.800 
Z3M 07,000 save 0^70 
M3 E34£50 save £4.170 
M3 Cab £38.490 ssvsES.500 

AI cars brand new, 1998 UK 
spec, twtary suppled in ri^it 
hand ikwe wflb warranty. 

Other models grabble 

ORIGIN 0181 6860999 


320i 

CONVERTIBLE 

92K. Red with Black leatbex. 
31.000 miles. FBMWSH. 
Alarm. Alloys. 

£12,950. 

01344624513. 



MITE Money <» an an BMW 

saws® 1 . 0 " 


NEW BMW 
BIG SAVINGS 

UK SPECIFICATIONS 
ALL MODELS 
&C-Z3Z8-£22J60 
Saving of £6000 
EUROCAR 
DIRECT IMPORTS 
TeVFnx 0U7S 482120 
01375 482473 a 
0141 943 2376 




12 RMS 

Neale Blue. Nw n ceontiy. era 
MB^ndsr.iya»lans 


MnuL 1989. White. 69.000 
safes, I owner. FBMWSH, black 
leather, CD. ESR. alarm, stearic 
windows & central locking. 
aOoyx MOT ft used. 


£8,750. 

01342832169 «r 01293 
782404tSorrey) 


1*01513367628. 




ALFA ROMEO 


3201 

CONVERTIBLE 

89 G, Lrare Beige/Beige 
leather. Auto, alloy wheels, 
4W300 miles, FSB, factory 
fitted alarm, stereo, electric 
windows, famnacolBte. 
£14000 

0171402 0274 


730i 


H rag. Metallic SDver. 
One owner, PSH. ESR, 
CfimsK Control Elec 
seats. All extras. 
Immaculate. £6550. 

01844208209/ 

01296434381. 


325i SE 

Manual 5 door Schnitzar. 
Mareffius Blue. SOwer hide, 
Aircoo. computer, 17" 
afioys, front and rear 
spoilers. FSH Immaculate. 
£18)995. 

Tafc 01438 742255 or 
0973561298 


BMW 1998 U.K 
Specifications 

Trerawr-ocJ 6m wo» On Z3 3 Sanaa 
Caw/CMM 
6 : jriM SrlfiDn/Tawing 
Supp-Wl WM i Mwri e ttw 
Wwwr. Why Fey Mare 7 
Plcsn CW Far Mae MmBtton 

Tel: 01703 4702 08 
Fax: 01703 47 17 07 


Pwt Mange Mg Wacom* 



BMW AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 







Only an authorised BMW dealer can offer complete peace of mind. Every Approved Used BMW has had a fully comprehensive vehicle check 
by qualified BMW technicians to bring it as close as possible to factory condition, as weH as vehicle history and mileage checks. You’ll find it 


also comes with a detailed service history as well as a comprehensive warranty. Rest assured. 



For more information contact 0800 325600, wwvcbmw.co.uk or your local dealer. 


Approved Used Cars 



Goodbye budget, hello Altwood 


«a 7M A, SNB TV, Oma SpK. SI k 
SUTMA.Uffi.TV.GmaSrcCft 
IB HOI K WfcTX, Oa* SPK ® 
I7R 7401 A, SOI NW * Uttate Spac. 9 
MN 74ft MtoftlX IMnWlSpK.ai 


Piag «a atMHwBtem—nyss 
easts I7H Bn9ENwStape.AMIfanSpK.3k E28JBS 

OM» KH5Z0(SE,M;»Un.» E18JB 

CS0885 KM ■OEnCPE.UH.MrCn.lkm.JI* £33355 

07385 NH ■> ten Com, EM. Lite QJLC. 13k C373SS 


«raT«a.C^n.TVanJB^.HipS|»c.»l5B3 te PH W Cin , Cun nw.OwnnWM.»iC.ai t»M5 
SB T40lMSlHKBkUl.DMAJby*r7k 01.995 SB ft* Lie, A/C, 37k E32JBS 

MHMOLCeteWiStedBOnfloodSpw,4» Q&SH I7V KIEnC«.Ante.LcteB.Wjyiqwe, B EM3S5 
MP74«M.TV(MM.StedBw.Hfl|K.SMaUBS SB ■OM.UM.AC.mn.tlh WXS 

MMt,|Mtec.teHwi avm tar caspmLBDa«,UKMLnu8«29> Qua 

S7H 7351 k tv. mmet spec, a UUB m» asqnrt.WM.un.BsnLACai.A 01395 

I7BTalA.TV.toowSteSpec.nl t3U95 «IP»R9 1 Uhr l AC.itera.19i B6393 

flTR 774 Bteib Swnj Bdgn, & DUBS BM 33atea>CmafcAC,Qtf Spwillk rew; 

MPns.Bnaz.BMEWnCSUCSMi.lU BUS 9M SSCMteBtetnUtoACZtk MB 

' ML KUSteU.lUUtlbi.n E77395 HR CSCm^Ux, bod Spec. 29i E253S5 

■P>S«liwto V wdkbiatew*Hra.ak E303BS HR S2SATow,AC.OraeBpee.3* E3UH 

KPS40IAHnrawe.GMSpec.3Ri I3M95 3MTm*HSiUw .GoodSpec,HA C253B5 
HPS40IA.atei4SMBdKCr3eaB.ia OB3SS fffi »4[k9bte<W.E8RAALMBy4l»tZ7.4S5 
S7P5HAMw9taiK.GttdipK.2a 05395 ML SZSCPE.Ldr. Good Spec «3i C1BJ85 

9ttSHTBW.AC.GMSpec.4a C17J9S SIM SStCPE.ltatericRKC.2a E19HS 

flPnAS.Bw^ic.» £32395 9» S9 ASE. Lagoon. BMe* Ur AC. 01k CtSj9S 

am5sitAss,aita9poe.*a. sams m saAnbCPeaMLBkiAr.AAta^itk szissa 

0e»a»Aft^BanatSMB^«,Q^pKiaD43H 9SP S2Blte«;Bo»K*«AC.ak £22^5 

f7HSSA1SS9Efew,UnttiSpKa 02385 BO> SMB CfEStar. SS4.U4M.ESa 17k miw 
taS29ASE.BttdkOCx.57t E1S3S5 97R 3WCPEU>.AC-Un. 7k C19J95 

This Is just a small selection 


www.alfwoodbmw.co.uk 

Maidenhead (Berks) Slough (Berks) 

01628 680300 01753 821821 

Sunday 10am - 4pm 


Heathrow 



A r-^oclion of our current :>tock v/ww.hc.it’irowbmw-co.yk 

0181 848 8866 0370 350000 

Open Sundiy «-spm SATiOSWIBE OS-KEBY 



. FANTASTIC 
PRICES PAID 


Se8 your BMW no* BU. OWES 


11 . {rfr'j-; *: rv: * r B 


Altwood > 



Crnnk i* (Ql2S3 ) 
uroriK « 772000 


f Holland Park 


MORE SHOWROOM 
& MORE BMW's TO CHOOSE FROM 





W ■anaiKtanWtaUtaiaiStuB 

B RIBDCSKbM U.FH12X JSUB 


» SUSMoBqlte0aML»_J3IJB 
ST mAaBURteyteUnpftiEJUl 


nr sssJLtaBBfltoinKx _m» * la MBafuBtatia—m 
ur Hfi*SLtandayCta.teCa-nu» 

M MI£CWoh»tt rura BiaXBAMtaMLB CUB 

M MlkteBnrOteBiai W B «U l b wa »attStatH|.3MMi 


3 S£= : ES TOURP.-G LL 


(N OUR EXPANDED 
HOLLAND PARK SHOWROOM 


MANYMORE 0171 221 8575 

AVAILABLE SUNDAY: 0410 020 990 


96N 750i AUTO STEPTTIONIC Ultimate spec £44995 
97P 540 i AUTO Very high spec E38995 

96P M3 SALOON EVOLUTION Very good spec £33995 
97P 540 i AUTO Alpine spec & more £42995 


Malton Motors ^ 

Ycrk Poad. Maltcn.YQi7 QTS ^ „■ 

T" l; G ‘ 653 603 '00 ApwwdUite Ca 


L&C 


Croydon 

: - teo 375 Brighton Road. South Croydon. 



, .0181 288 7777 

-^1^? " , °m * (Out ol hour;) Kicftells 0410 S30 377 


BMW 750IAL 

97(RJ. SarrHz Blue, full 
Ch ampa gne Leather wttiBlua 
Ptotr^ Navigation system. 
»w»nd tetoptnna. top tfrR 
walwBpec, 3.000 mles 
^beetoteiy Stunrung, our 
ctiari nun's own car. 
cn^Bo 

Ponefc Woodmim i *a 
TefcC12S3 6971(71 


Wheatley Hall 


* 5E 

•'‘=-:iiCE.a: 5at> - C s, 


' • i5 “»' L, =7.:u4£i.Sni;cec- 3 

Tel: 01302 369191 

-** . t r~v.v -r 1 1 l 
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--^EUfoeRoUs-Royce red carpet for the Germans—their ownership of the marque will be a boon. Oh, but don’t mention the Austin Seven 



A n acquaintance of mine 
who works in a bakery is 
not feeling too good this 
week. The thing is. he 
had always wanted a Rolls-Royce 
but is having second thoughts on 
account of the company being sold 
subject to late counterbids and 
shareholder revolts, to BMW 
Admittedly, my pal is at present 
some way down the car-ownership 
ladder r the last rime t saw him he 
was driving an A-reg Ford Grana¬ 
da — but he has always been quite 
certain that one day he would 
drive a Roller {he already owns a 
garden roller, so that is a start J. 

There has always been some¬ 
thing fascinating about the rela¬ 
tionship between Rolls-Royce and 
the ordinary mortals who aspire to 
them, and l fear that relationship 
may die with the coming to Crewe 
of BMW. 1 am not much for 
nostalgia and have little room for 


But isn’t BMW 
British anyway? 


J U.VEROOPPEL GANGER ' 
DOESN'T HAVE QUITE 
THE SAME RING... 


DRIVEN TO 
DISTRACTION 


Peter 

Barnard 


sentimentality so f do not sub¬ 
scribe to the views of R-R diehards 
who will fight the BMW types on 
the beaches rather than have them 
in the boardroom at Crewe. 

But it is a fact that Rolls-Royce 
does not attract the ugly envy that 
is often directed at BMW. Porsche, 
Ferrari and, to some extent Jag¬ 



uar. Most people rather admire 
Rolls-Royce owners, in part 
because the car is associated with 
royalty and aristocracy, two 
branches of the societal tree which 
we affect to despise while secretly 
admiring them. 

The real target of abuse is the 
owner of the "Beemer": it has a get- 
rich-quick association that is not a 
product of the car itself but of some 
of the people who drive them. City 
youths stan their preening dis¬ 
plays of wealth with a red Porsche 
(to match their braces) and then 
graduate to a BMW after discover¬ 
ing that the words “understated" 
and “taste” often appear in the 
same sentence in style magazines. 
The photographs in those maga¬ 
zines tend to feature long-legged 
women with exquisite bone struc¬ 
ture stepping out of BMWs. 

In spite of all this, BMW retains 
a suspiciously flash air, which has 






led to a perception that it might in 
some way devalue the Rolls 
marque. 1 find that absurd: the 
German company owns a string of 
classy marques, and the recent 
histoiy. especially at Rover Group 
in Britain, suggests that exclusivity 
is something that BMW worries 
about quite a lot Indeed, one hears 
talk that the company has limited 
exports of its own cars to Britain in 


order to maintain that exclusivity, 
which is now slipping a little via 
the second-hand market. 

In general BMW has been so 
clever in developing and refining 
its own image that damage to the 
image of Rolls-Royce is inconceiv¬ 
able. BMW's care on the market¬ 
ing front has been such that I 
doubt that one person in 100 
knows that if the company used its 


full name instead of its initials, 
people at parties would be forced 
to say they drove a car made by the 
Bavarian Motor Works (how very 
Crewe, come to think of it). 

BMW has the money to main¬ 
tain Rolls-Royce in the livery to 
which it has became accustomed. 
The new Roller, unveiled a couple 
of weeks back, has a BMW engine 
and there is nothing new in a Rolls 


having foreign bits buried beneath 
the livery: the old Rolls VS. 
although designed in the UK. 
borrowed some ideas from Ameri¬ 
can engines and it had an auto¬ 
matic gearbox based on an 
original design by that well-known 
British firm. General Motors. Nur 
is the traffic all one way: the 
earliest BMW was culled a Dtxi 
and it was based on that British 
icon, the Austin Seven. 

So 1 shall not be standing on the 
white cliffs of Dover attempting 10 
repel the forces of BMW as the> 
cross the Channel to run Rolls- 
Royce. 1 do not think that awful 
German sausages will be fed to a 
Crewe workforce obliged to don 
lederhosen. 1 do think that BMW 
will be good for Rolls. I even think 
dial BMW will be good for my 
baker paTS chances of owning a 
Rolls, because if production is 
increased at Crewe, as seems 
likely, there will be more Rollers in 
the second-hand market, and more 
means cheaper. 

That m turn is good news for 
me, for I am planning to market a 
bumper-sticker for my friend the 
baker, and all the other people 
who will shortly find themselves in 
possession of a Rolls sailing under 
a new flag. It carries the egalitari¬ 
an message: "My grandfather was 
an Austin Seven." 


it 


World-beater from the farmyard hits 50 
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Land Rover Fifty 50 Challenge volunteers Dominic Smith, Michelle FeOowes and Andy Rlkunenko break for tea on their first training exercise 

G through ^Mck? Alan Copps on a globe-trotting anniversary challenge 

to prove th e new Freelander worthy of its heritage 


G oing trekking 
through sticky 
mud carrying a full 
five-gallon water 
bottle and ferreting through 
soggy grass for aluminium 
disc-shaped clues may seem 
an odd way to celebrate the 
birthday of a vehicle. But 
that's one way Julie Chalmers 
spends weekends these days. 

For Julie is one of a team of 
Land Rover employees who 
have volunteered for the Fifty 
50 Challenge, an against-the- 
cfock charity expedition 
through 50 countries in 50 
days to mark the half-century 
of a vehicle that became a 
lifestyle long before marketing 
men hijacked the word. 

The Land Rover has proba¬ 
bly spawned more imitations 
than any other vehicle, yet one 
of the aims of the Fifty 50 
Challenge is to prove that 
when it comes to the toughest 
expeditions, the original prod¬ 
uct still reigns supreme, even 
in its latest form, the 
Freelander. designed to com¬ 
bine the qualities of the new- 
generation “fun off-roader" 
with the renowned durability 
of its ancestors. 

The trip, which starts in 


August, will take three 
Fredanders on a relay from 
North Cape in Norway to 
Cape Town in South Africa, 
via Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East Although it has 
the full backing of the Rover 
board, the expedition has to be 
self-supporting and the volun¬ 
teers are doing their planning, 
training ana sponsorship¬ 
seeking in their own time. 

The mud-plugging on foot 
was part of the first training 
weekend at Eastnor Castle in 
Herefordshire. "The idea was 
to test what we would have 
done if we had run out of 
water in the middle of no¬ 
where. The dues on the discs 
were hidden at certain fea¬ 
tures marked on a map." says- 
Julie. 

The teams come from many 
different areas of the company 
and most have never worked 
together before. Volunteer 
Andy Rikunenko, says: “In 
one exercise the volunteers are 
blindfolded and given a rope, 
which they have to form a 


square with. It’s an excellent 
test of communication, logic 
and working together." 

The Fifty 50 Challenge is 
just one of a series of events 
marking the anniversary. The 


last weekend of April will see a 
huge gathering of Land 
Royers at Eastnor and a 
heritage run with 150 vehicles 
around Solihull, where the 
cars are made. Rover dealers 


throughout the world are also 
being asked to help “Search 
for a legend", a quest to find 
the Land Rover with the most 
interesting history from each 
country. 

• For details of the Fifty SO 
Challenge contact Andy 
Rikunenko at Land Rover. 

Lode Lane, Solihull, West 
Midlands. B928NW. 


Lord Montagu 

charts the Land 
Rover’s rise to 
fortune from its 
austere, muddy 
birthplace 

T he Land Rover was 
born on a form in the 
grim ' postwar days 
when Attlee's Government 
was exhorting the motor in¬ 
dustry to “export or die^. 

Maurice Wilks, who ran 
Rover with his brother Spen¬ 
cer, owned a form on the Isle 
of Anglesey and bought a 
wartime Jeep as an agricultur¬ 
al workhorse. Finding that it 
was always breaking down, 
he became convinced that 
Rover could do better. 

Powered by a Rover car 
engine, the land Rover was 
panelled in aluminium, 
which, apart from its light 
wright and corrosion resis¬ 
tance, was not subject to metal 
rationing. In 1947, prototype 
Land Rovers were tested on 
farmland adjoining the Rover 
factory at Solihull, not only 
demonstrating extraordinary 
cross-country capabilities, but 
driving threshing machines 
through a power take-off. 
carrying milk churns on trail¬ 
ers and tilling fields. 

The Land Rover made its 
first public appearance at the 
Amsterdam Motor Show in 
April 1948. and went into 
production at Solihull the 
following July, just 18 months 
after the wnks brothers had 
decided on the project It 
proved an immediate success, 
and orders poured in from all 
over flie world. 

Former Land Rover chief 
engineer Tom Barton, 82, 


BO 




Early models’ suspensions shook drivers into going easy 


says: “The Land Rover’s suc¬ 
cess I put down to one thing, 
and that was its durability, 
which was controlled by the 
discomfort of the driver. 

“The first cars only had 4in 
of wheel travel so if you went 
cross-country too fast you did 
more damage to the driver 
than you did to the vehicle, so 
drivers always slowed down 
and the vehicle lasted longer. 

“We had to keep the flat 
tops of the front wings 
because soldiers in the armies 
we sold Land Rovers to want¬ 
ed a flat surface to make their 
teas and fry their breakfast on. 

“And we kept the split front 
windscreen for so long 
because it was cheaper and 
easier to ship replacement 
half-screens round the world 
than a big screen in one part." 

The Land Rover went from 
strength to strength: 24.000 
were sold in the first two 
years, earning £5 million in 
foreign currency. 

Changes to the vehicle have 
always been carefully consid¬ 
ered improvements to a speci¬ 
fication that was pretty well 
right from the start The 
engine was uprated from 1.6 
litres to 2 litres in 1952, (he 


wheelbases of both regular 
and long-wheelbase models 
grew in 1954 and a 2-litre 
diesel appeared in 1957. 

By 1959 Land-Rover pro¬ 
duction had readied the quar¬ 
ter-million mark. It passed 
500.000 in 1966. when a 2.6- 
litre six-cylinder petrol-en¬ 
gined version was added to 
the range. Two million have 
now been built all recognise 
ably descended from that 
brilliant original concept. 

I n 1975 a VS engine was 
fitted to military Land 
Rovers and became avail¬ 
able in civilian versions in 
1979. But despite improve* 
meats, the Land Rover was 
under increasing pressure 
from worldwide competition, 
although Range Rover pro¬ 
duction was increasing. 

In 1988. the gap between 
Land Rover and Range Rover 
was plugged by the mid- 
priced Discovery range, while 
the basic Land Rover 90/HO 
models were renamed De¬ 
fender, and a turbo-diesel 
option became available. A 
new-look Range*Rover ap¬ 
peared in 1994. the year that 
Rover was sold to BMW. 


COMPANY CAR DRIVER OF THE YEAR: LAST CHANCE TO JOIN OUR CONTEST AND WIN A TRIP TO THE 11ALIAN GRAND PRIX 


THE TIMES y 

Lease PlaaO 
Company Bl 
Car Driver 
1998 


Entry 




J t ;■»* fi %•/« 

fr’JS 


THE TIMES 
Lease Plan S3 
Company 
Car Driver 
1998 A 


ABOUT YOUR COMPANY 


PORSCHE: A GENIUS CELEBRA1 ED 


Name of entrant: . 

MBS Entrant should be the 
Company name: - 

Address: . 

Post code: . 

Nature of business :. 


... Position: i . 

director/senfor manager responsible for tha company's car Heed 


.*.....""". . :v 

W . ; . 

.‘ . .... " ‘ w. ‘ i 

,_i_ . al' -tvWwf. .. .. . 


. Tel number: . 

. vr . 

..—.Number of employees: . 


. 

n&ti&i&.-at ... 


NOMINATED DRIVERS 


Surname 


Forename 


Job title 




... 


itfxwce location/date of 
Vpox): 








■ Af ..«*, J 




0hy r 17 April | | 
■.Friday, 24 April | [ 


" /I 


Porsdirt latest—this year's 9 l 7 carrera Cabriolet 

■ His to car had n -«* "jjg,‘to 
most popular desig 0 f prosperity and speed. 

OTS tot tear h.s 

SjrSto Porsd,^ to mark to 50* anniversary of 
Porsche’s to sjxjrrscarjhejSt. ^^nvemss. The 

The cars on show r«gi! htscK usedihe same propulsion 
1900 Lohner-Pbrsche Electnc Ph« £ ^ Type C Auto 

system that powered the first moo ^ Beetle 

Union reached 250mph on prew routm experiment5 

became a cult. can branched in 1948. It 

compared to ^^S’KStoone man could tell so 
is astonishing that dh exhibition 0171-37S 6055. 

much about automotive history- 


4 (mem) 

• Competition rules 

(brfflicafflBkrar** Mmokuiwm 

bw * -tea* »m «# ft* iwnonmmn mcM 




aHutteSiynnatttmomva 


Her. In nr i 


Igf. 29 May LJ 

Friday ' 5 June O 

and nominated drivers are 
second choice dates and for 

Frkt &' 26 June 

questionnaire. Entrants 
iMtt&cted on an individual basis. 


- - --- — 

Once you have competed this form, fax it (ktoK to Lease Pbn on Ol753 £20676 
or post to Marketing Dept, Lease Plan, Thames 5kle f Windsor, Berkshire SL4 ITY. For further information call Lease Plan on 01753 797284 


.4 















CADILLAC 


Be the first to drive the new RHD Cadillac Seville. 


The first ever right hand drive Cadillac Seviiles will arrive in the UK in May. Silky 305bhp V8, unrivalled luxury and equipment, 08456012121 

leather upholstery, 8 speaker 425 watt hi-fi, electronic traction control. Call now and be die first to drive the ultimate luxury car. V/ ^ _ 

* J * _^ 




ALFA ROMEO 


ASTON MARTIN 


a^o T&uraSiljS! 


Brand new Alfa 156, 
145/6, GTV, 
Spider & Hal Coupe. 
Save up to £3,700. 
As seen on Top Gear. 

ACC: 01816601520. 


BIG SAVINGS ON 
NEW ALFA 

156 ZX El6.800 SmE31B2 
15615 El9,200 52*13257 
GW LussrC20.800 Swa E37B9 
Spkkr 

losn £21300 5we£3585 
Pdas at on fa mat. Af cars bond 
new; 1998 UK spec, tacwy spiled to 

rfaM ml Ota tdh MBnrtr- 
OnmUeitaiataM 
ORIGIN 0181 686 0999 


ASTON 
MARTIN DB7 

(Manual). 95N. 22,000 mflei, 
Direct otn ca r. Excdkatt 
ftuvBtior . FSH. CD, speed fine 
alloys (a&seo), GotswoU with 
OuMood ffiadaaat leiflig. 
£63J9Saao. 
01912178717 
(OFFICE BOORS) 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 


AUDI AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


Scotts Audi 




hp nui 
HP MU! 
951 XSUI 
HBUI 


FRFEPHON'L t'loUti 7 ’Infill " D.i^. Min ”),i:n - 4 p:; 


»«naatjL 

66TnWW8 


LAND ROVER 




•Via; 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


HONDA NSX 


EXECUTIVE CARS 


Audi 


95M Audi RS2 AvnL RS Bloc. 
IcathcrWcnnura rccaro seals. zircon. lbs. 
a/bag. motion. c/roof. 315 BKP. cd. 6 speed. 
17” canen cop alloys. 39.180ml, £38.495 

BSC Audi Sport quaOra 306HHP. Tornado 
Red. lather and alcanun spoils upholstery, 
superb condition throughout. donimrmed 
history. U.lOOkms £36,995 

97P Audi AS 3.7 Sport '"Tip”. 13 rillum 
Black, aqua leather sports interior, cli m a t e 
conmH. side airbags, boor and tear mat pack, 
sots-sun roof, cruise, walnut, {/annnats, bow, 
lOcd rflocks. Pnmrorv alarm. 18" alloy 
wheels. 8,3fi0mls £36,995 

97R Audi A6 24 Tip SE. Racing Green, 
leather upholstery, climate control, me. 
walnut. 4x a/bsgs. e/icats. rflocks, traction. 
6cd aoJa. 16" aOqya. 5,160mla £POA 
97P Audi U£ Coorartible. Ahiminhim 
Silver, anthracite leather ncaro a/aeab, power 
hood, aireon. cruise, obc, MAv. r/lodu. wAfc£ 
IT' 10 spoke alloys, 6.960mls, £33.995 

97R AnU Z£E Ante CoovertBrle. Ming 
Blue, bine leather i/ieals, blue power hood, 
airbag, gbeon, ahs, edm, ew *4.8 spoke alloy 
wheels. 6300mh £30395 

OTR Audi IMS. Convertible. Volcano Black. 
andmeiK EeatbciAdotb s/sesu. power hood, 
sports s/wheel, walnut, w/deflector. 17" 10 
spates, 5.260mls, £29.995 


97P Andl A4 23 Ante Arsat. Volcano black, 
jnpunl Him. control, its, traction, 

a/bag, j/r feelnmn. Aiik. cd. competi t ion 
a/w heels. 4.160ml, £24.995 

OTP Awdl 2 JOB CdarertOie- Cactus Green, 
ecn leather stents, Hack hood, shs, pas. 
sp ort s airbag, ew a 4, btems. cAVraireora, 
edm, ah. IDcd, Audi immobiliser, 10 spoke 
alloy wheels, 3,760mls £23.995 

98R Audi A3 1JT Sport. Ming Blue, sports 
seals, ahs, 4a airbags, pA/rooi, MieUhe 
aavigalttxi. iflocks, obc, unction. e/windows, 
a/aicolumn, edm, 6cd & bosc. competition 
■Hoy wheels, 3300mb £POA 

97R Audi A4 TIM 110SE Avert. Bine Pearl, 
aqua uim. dinette, wabnd, airbags. cruise, 
pes, blocks, act partition. P ar mrcg. 6cd. 
alloys, 7X00mls. £22395 

97R Audi A4 L8 T Sport. Alumuiam Silver, 

Hack doth s/seats, afas. gnu airbag whee l , 
obc. i/kfcotumn. otg, lumbar, sfonpn. camp 
alloys, 6^00mla £21.995 

97P Audi A3 L6 Sport. Volcano Black, onyx 
leather interior, ahs, s/bags, pes. p/t/roof. ew. 
asc, {tannest. t/Mr. e/d/nrirnm, all, u/whcch, 
4.760rab £17.995 

95M AhB 80 2jC 5E Estate. Metallic Black 
leather spots teats, afas, lirfrsgs, pas. ntoof. 
eta, edm. odl, Mr. Anils, 10 spokes, 
n^OOmls £16.995 


SAVE ON U.K. PRICES 
BUY YOUR NEW 
CAR IN EUROPE 

|t|Aiito Liberty 

Tel: (01491) 412468 


HAVE MORE FUN 
Go around coiners 
on two wheels 

Dm* Um Biawf**w3 Mbn 


0171 

0171 


2131 Sloane Square 
0000 Berkeley Square 


HJUWStDRE WM SneU. Alton. 

Tel: 01420 84480 
Kmi Lemma Mmorcyct—. gut 
Tab 01622 091420 
LONDON - Central OapoM tto- 
tatplaa PantaavOla Road. 
Tab OI71 839 2411 
LONDON ■ North Wear Daytona 
Uptanda, KrtaUp Huat 
Tab 01895 675511 
LONDON - Sooth Won Fromlra, 
Wimbledon Chaaa. TWr 0181 
540 7774 

—MM mat ■ Ibucpli dry. 

Badfcmx. Tab 0181 890 1849 
Siaaiav MAN CHESTER Itatapert 
Boxy. Tat OU1 797 5124 


t , 

Stratstone 

W I L V'S L G VV 

GSO Ferrari F-10 


Q'i'625'5 22222 


— Stratstone 

w i L rf'S L Q W 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 


01625 522222 

\ ^■" 5V 


117.1 IBM! 


LAND ROVER 
DISCOVERY 

ES-Spee95(N) 
Twin Airings, Amo, - 
Leather, Axrcond, 

£16,995. 

01342 301000.T 


eIsjtsv’oitW 


LAND ROVER 




> v \ •*> ? • ,1 


ffld!$9EL 


Marlborough 

a dealer for London 
MIOOX. CTOC-i Sir5 £3C> 


ppnn 

| Stratstone 

j H I G Ha3 ATE 

Buying a 
Land Rover 
this week? 

For the laziest xkcQni 
of new and used 
Range Rover Discoroy 
jfr Pi s fli ndwinl jwmIw^ 

CALLNOW 
0181347 3200 
or 0467 311645 

OPEN SUNDAYS 

Ham- 3m 


LOTUS 


B TYPE Sastaa 3 Oww—*.. CUd 
rnflHah WUrn. Chroma Wire 




MAZDA 


Dovercourt 

Battersea 


97B Aocfi A426SEAmnt Aubx 14k, 
Antumn, Lather. Remote 
Locking, Walnut 

97R Amfi Cabriolet Z6E. Blue Peart, 
Power Hood, Remote Locking 
97P Audi A4 TDi Avam, 8JXXJ miles. 
Brilliant Black 

9/P Audi Afi 18 SE Estate. Auto, 
Emerald Green, Leather 
96P Audi A6 Estate Z6SE. 

22JOOO miles. Block, Uhlnut, 
Driver Information 
OTP Audi A3 16. Cactus Gicco. 

I&jOQQ milcv 

96N Audi A84Jquattro, Grey Met 
9jQOOm8a. 1 Owner 
96N Audi A6 20 Sakicm,32JlU oaks, 
Tbrnado Red, Sauoof 
95N And S2 Coupe, Ragnsa Green, 
15K. Lcatha. I Owner, FSH 
OTP Aoifi A4 28 SEAvsnt, Quartz. 
I3JXD miles. Leather uphobtay, 
Ramou Locking 
OTP Aotfi Cabriotcl IbE, 

Votaw Black, 9^00 miles, 

Air Conditioning 
ASM Audi 26 Auto Cahrio, 

22JOOO niBes, Arnmnn Green, 
Pan Leather, Black 


Audi 


Approved 




0171 924 5544 

98 York Road, Battersea, London 


AMAZING OFFEHS FOR 
BUSINESS USBtS 




ASTON MARTIN AUDI 


ASTON MARTIN 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


CLASSIC CARS 


AUDIRS 

2 Avam Estate. RS blue. 
December 1994.42,700 
mis, FShL 1 owner. 
£36.995. 

Phone: 0966 522S62 
or 01204 556736 


CONTRACT HIRE 


Flaunt itl 
Feel it! 


Trust Itl 

Contract Hire It! 


from |hi Kh i ibiiMn 
Contract hire the Toyota Corolla 1.3 GS 
5 door for onlv lafedfabg month, 3 years, 
60,000 miles manufacturers warranty 
(non-maintenance), payment plan 3+33 

Business users only, subject to status 

Call Gay or Cherise 
Tel: 0121 717 7333 
Fax: 0121 625 0126 


FLEET 


c. :.\k 


\ uiis ! iaishim 


TZSt-tii* fVr 


JAGUAR 


Drotoreot Only 21300 
nkr Ml HR Oven service Usury. 

£23,500. 

Tek (1714931414 (Ms loFril 


61 b. n 
64SGOOT 


MASERATI 


UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNTTY 
Mastnti Spider irilarbo 
1986; Red. puurinr 73300 uuks. 
niH toft m spe c; dry we only. 
FSH.LHD. 

flkSWBM. 

01296483104 


•Isz 




333 


i 


wail 


MERCEDES 


Ruby Red. 96N. Grey 1-W, 
mmot, CD, dearie 

5 bain dkry AMG. remote 
cental locking. FSH. 27.000 
mQBs. ExceDan coct fltio n. No 

m^95 odo. 

Tel: 01635 873333 

(DqrJU635 S62S53 (Bn*). 


SCLASS SELECTION 


Mertrax 


Arlington 


if r-.'-.'rlhnmpIon 


!• r»r.Mi i!.\?L-\ 
!.:r.c^; 'vlv.ti n . f 
Mctou-. -I!-: : ■ 


^01604250151 

24hr 0410 604545 


Mercedes-Benz Retail 

f % www.mereedentnil.oo.iA 
USED CARS 


8X 2DCEBhjiBacfclBtackCMvA(SinN(;8HNiAloy Whnh, 
ReerHaadrestsOrty 31«» rates- T* 




FORD 


W()KI\( 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 
WANTED 


LEFT HAND DRIVE 


; ! ,v> h i 




7$£££*t$££- 


i 


EXECUTIVE CARS 




TVER VILLAGE CARS 






_ lt^?rfde. __ 

IVER, BUCKS. TEL 01753 65Q909/FAX.01753 651019 

Foxbnck service - for on up rp dole Slock list 0370 1 2I20S3 




FREE 

Guide to 
Contract 
Hire 


FREE 

Extras on 
certain 
iVI o dels 


♦Least Purcti-v-e 
•Fin.':,ice Ls.nse 
•Con:rnct Hire 


I’srscMe Bo j; ter 

.? Rsg 
5ig Spec. 
Price on 
Bequest 




3S 


FLEET UANAffiUBVT Inc 

Acddent Management: 
Uninsured Loss Seaway 
ETC Inc. Refitf Vehicle 
AfiSenddng 

Afl lyre (Rdrwnr & tea) 
AffGonsumaUes 
Fran £19.95 p/m 


FREEPHONE SOUTH: 0800 7833250 
FREEPHONE MIDLANDS; 0800 0733123 
FREEPHONE NORTH: 0800 0733345 

TAX'. 101924] 2119H3 Cf.fpJt; pl^UnumvcC .lOJ.CCm 


MIDLAND l.LIT 
- 1TAX1) DKIV1-: 


W 1 - 


S600 

Ragahlp Mercedes. P rag. 
Azote. 2 tom gray laelher. 
28JXJ0 recorded mles. ESR. 
CC. CD. Fabidcxra Partdronic 
Sensois. 12 months 
^fended wsnanty avaBable. 
StokB on (rent Phanee 01782 

503884.12tnlmM6 
motorway. £8a00a 


LEXUS 


FOUR WHE EL 
DRIVE WANTED 


420 SL 88F, 

Smoke Silver, Light Beige 
hide. R/seat 71k. FSH. 
alarm. CD. 1 owner. 
ImtYMOTlIrt. 

£ 20 ^> 00 . 

01818588521 


LOTUS 


S320L 

97. Sflvtr, 15,000 
loaded. 

Imnw^ilin f-S 7 0 0Q 

01817809878(Offlce 

boors). Private sale 


® 

Mercedes-Benz 
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PERFORMANCE CARS I RENAULT 



ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 


VOLKSWAGEN 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 


PEUGEOT 


BRAND NEW 
Pengeots and 
406 Coupe. 

Up io £4.000 off Main 
Dealer Prices. As seen on 
Top Gear. 

ACC: 0181 660 1520. 


TOW 406 Coupe 10 Vfi Bine 

Mu. tic k/r _ _OU B 

Jto'W 406 Cpe IB V 6 SE. 
Seariei Red / Black. Lib. 3k 



01232 655149 



TURBO R 1987 

MOM ia VannUta wbfc Hub 
piped n Red. b Mart CD. fflohUe 
pbooc m am mg. 3 wool tram 
■ew. 74,000 ■mln.FSH.Q awti 
MOT. exceUaa mo. A lepcib 


£24,950. 

IhbfinMpOat 

01271345072(W) 
0370 588503 


SELF DRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEYS 

Drive ki luxury eD year round! 

Arrive at that spec^ocCBsfon In 5h/tel 

The most competitive ratesl W oo k ood spectated 

HANWELLS OF LONDON 
Tel: 0171-436 2070 Fax: 0171-436 3110 
Open Sunday 11-4 


PORSCHE 


UK ZOO LHD, A i-imi- oM, W- 
low, tall opdoo, alloy*. Brorao, 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY WANTED 


VOLKSWAGEN 



SAAB AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 



MERCEDES WANTED 


SUBARU 


MITSUBISHI L VAA-O 



NEWBOLDS 

TELEPHONE 

01623 626272 


9.00AM-tLOOPM. 

AFTES HOWS TEL 0589 M45W 


an»M»0rt*Ak G^iaavtaCHWS 
NCUJSME OF 12 MONTHS 
WAStANIY. OVE&50 MOBE USB) 
VBliafS IN STOCK. 


NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY 


NISSAN 


PERFORMANCE CARS 


Cab nptaatfc V 
TM5 N. Ukfcdght BW B9 m 
hoed/ Hariri. Oray. Cftnatt 
cMA Ml (tocMc »*■«». 
Lafaat tartar aNrea, 17" 
alloya, CO, Ponrfia aonodad 
wamoty to Augurt 33K nta. 

£49,450. 

Tefc 01985846123 or 
07970 B345B9 


911 CARRERA 
TLptronicS 
IWS N. HflOO mb. Mrt Black. Grej 
Leather Spots Sens. IT’ Qqra, E5R 
Compare, 3rd Bnia UgN. CD. 
RnuXr Central Locking. I Owner. 
FTSH. S Mood* Facurj Wry 


995 

01625523847 or 
0161477 3451 


TVR WANTED 



TOYOTA 


911 

Turbo. LHD, 5789, FPSH, 
551X10 miles. Black with 
Black hide interior, every 
conceivable option. Very 
rare. 

£244*50. ONO. 
07979644948 



VOLKSWAGEN 


PORSCHE WANTED 


RENAULT 


BRAND New 
MGFS, 

1.0 4 WC up to £1800 
off main dealer price*. 
Assam on Top Gear 

ACC 01816601520. 



1998 R 

MG RV8’s 

IN 

WOODCOTES GREEN 
CREAM HIDE 
AIR conditioning 
CD PLAYER 
delivery mileage 

£ 27,995 

OUR LAST CHANCE TO 
urchasethisgrbvt 
BRITISH ROADSTER 

EPHEN PALMER LTD 

!G EATON, NOTTINGHAM 

0115 972 2321 


6COTT6 


96P Calf VK XI Art* 5dr. 
Satin fihex. Uadi leather. dhaiK, 
ato, airbag& tract**). afttapn, 
2SBHR 16" thr, 

2l.68dodt-L I.: £2.9 95 

97R Golf VR 6 5dr. Myuir Btoe. 
triaefc doth atoms, nhap. rireoa, 
ata. cftftuof. ew. nc, obc. edm. 

■ 8171 . (LMOmla-£20993 

97R G«V Avamfeude 
Couaretflrie- 

Dbnmd black, leather item*, 
.ircco. ib. e/bags. obc. edm, 

atobreti. ibOOroh-00995 

mp Gatr rrn a »u w mij bv 
M r. Diimnd Black, apren teas. 

airbag*, cOAn£ edm. obc. 
cdxl, liana 16 " bbaahv. l.bMnb 

---£16.999 

9VT CoVCn 16V 3dr. ityuie 
Blue, Mart clod) vtoan, abcon. 
abt, Dacdon. abbas, eforiufcw*, 
obe. aMeoimna, edm. M Uttgbi. 
immob. if*. 7,160b* -£16,995 
OTP Coif CL. Arts Sdr. Sun 
S*y. Hart leather, aaun. inbag. 
eftfrocC ew *4, dlocfciDft. t/h/retts. 

iBuya, SJMOml*-£15595 

96P Got Mtkp C m e rt H a 
Aqua bbe. bbfe *poit» uau, Hue 
pfltood. aac. anbaga. c flnr t wr g. 
IawiMiKr. 13,700m!*.-£15,495 
•7P Panel 26V Tnrix*. Royal 
Orem, bogc «rkui. aba, chhoeO, 
e*r*4, ftnmcsf. tabm. 

bloefc*. lOUMhnta -£15,495 

97P Coir CT 1 RV 3dr. Myadc 
hbe. Hart doth aMm airo on. 
abbag. abs. obe, ew. ahtokmm, 
alloy wfaeda CUtiOnds -£14,995 
W Cair cn 8 V 3dr. Mystic 
Bine. Hack Vacata, rtcetu yea. 
abbas. eWTwrf.aac.cdm. 06 c. crfl. 
alloy wheels, I.IOOuk -£13.495 
97P L 8 CL ACM Mr. Pacific 
Bhm. grey daft, phuxoog, anbag. 
aVindowi vt. stocking, (baa, 
iiwnv*iKw^ V,7(j0nila—£|2J)95 
97P Grtf LACL 5 dr. ttagan 
Green, grey doth, ptaecnag. 
aittaag. etaindowa iA. tana, 
iumobOaer, aialing, J 2.bCDmlr 

_ -£11.495 

95N red 14<X 3dr. Dragon 
Gwen, gwy deab. aba. poa. 
dbbag. mm moC cdL rfa&cr*. 

aUoya, S.lWnli_£10995 

96P Polo lACL Sdr. Blart. 
Hack doth, p/iteering. aotaas. 
Umiin m. ctaiadma, aWcakuan. 
dareuv EJBOndi-£9.795 


0171 737 7133 
0171 730 2131 


Volkswagen 

Dovercourt. 


BATTERSEA 


S7P GOUD*BHP5BrtiaAaflraM(il^5lm*aJO^ 

SEP SHHtwaaO»D6n»dBtol2K«i»AWta 

xp IW»rGlia6BaEHIUa04t l MI#OHOimW^ 
W MSSffiaSESMlKKIMNfcB^UXiaaMEAlQM 
96P GDUS11 tfltSOulkOOOElm,Mfc* 
m GauiK5nu;MkinniuiunBiAiow 
9H SdFWS.SttmH5«tAj£VJBlofcLl8S»ttR>f 
BSH GQIfCMBaL£FlA|75l8»LMIWL21^Q0i«H k MBgs 



ST. JOHNS WOOD 

m 





REGISTRATION NO’S. 
CNDA MEMBERS 


THOUSANDS MORE AVAILABLE. 

D.V.L.A. AUCTION SERVICE. 
FREE QUOTES. NO OBLIGATION. 

ittjttt) 



VOLKSWAGEN 
SHARAN 1998 

"ramaadoiiB Saving* 
OnNMltHD ModaAl 
Shorrn 10 Baale * A/C, Twtn w 

baga-C 1 G^ 1 « 

Shm 10 TD 11C 0 HP, Saak Ai 

MOW ---—- £16.464 

SharM 2-8 VS Co mte n*na 

-E1BJS87 

Stutnn 1.9 TD 110 BMP 

Ctarfctiane _ .£17.271 

SHaran 10 TD TICBHPTmndtai 
_€17.676 

Plaaaa Cad For Mora Mar-nation 

Tdt 01703 47 02 08 
Fare 017034717 07 
W» OBar TrwMMtoua Rncaw DmU 
■ tan bidwrma Alan Wr l c owa 





VOLVO 

AUTHORISED 


VOLVO 
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» S«CDUitMHIIkWFk-aWS5 

M4850S8IQ2KA/C-JJ2095 

nrenaxzkAffCMmiu-QMn 
B7P85D CD U 20> Ot uSr__OkSW 





wuitui & e* Aut 

PHONE FOR PRICES 

TEL: 01277 20 40 20 
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UFU 
ZFUA 
2FNX 
15902 
7FCU 
5FPB 

cm 

i fpf 
0 270 
RP045B 
FPWB72 
Mil FRA 
U652 

weUlHAMPI 
IFTU | RIB KAO 
7FUL 



TSKBEWSP 

ON YOUR FAX MACH ME A 
PRESS ’RECEIVE' OR -START 
CALL: 0336 413735 

WHEN MOCA' 




Ibhkbm 
211 BHK 


For Ftdl UotWth Prteoo DinKA-Fox On 033641373S. Pita>‘Stort*Or TimMHoc Oa Your Fu Cab Cmt Up par MauiwMeMai A Cojtatar I 
AMftHMjmirfC100or10ltt<BCOBaBoaBMBtivm»rfcBUt)(BCttD«wfab»yindo(x i Bnn BB ndcorcfc)on > .OpB>i9amp6crnMof^Sld. 10 am <o 


SVC 302 
346 SVT 
SW 20 
SWA 

swn 

3X0464 
S3Q4B46 
3X0629 

msvB 

RF01971 RVJ M2 1941 SVC 
RFNIKll 1ISA I 6SVD 
salmmIsvosgo 

SVK24B 
39 TA 
TAX S74 
S43TAF 
TAM SOW 
K4 TAB 
572 TAU 
TAZB824 
775TBH 

199 mi 

T8N3M 
TCEB67 
R3TCH 
TOC 719 
739 TD 
479 TDV 
8 H TBL27 
'440 TE353 

346S 4604 TF 
rn 2 TFA126 
1940 TFF1H 
55ff M4DC 
THK919 
946THT 
B49THV 


TNJ603 401 mi 4IfMINV 
1UI1K VFQ41S WOF3 
KITWt VFR100 WOK SOB 
92TNN VNH531 WPB602 
7* TOO VMM 3WPL 


WSV3U 
537 WTO 
, WTR6S7 

109 TFH | VN 3005 [ 9907 WU 
TPJ7S1 IVOB7121WUP BS7 
TPMS26 |V00434 
17*0000 
TO 9919 
TO 952 
TRQ395 
664 TOO 
745 TOR 
T3D690 
ASBTSR 
TSV 316 
TT6006 
799 TTF 
972 T7U 
33541V 
TUCB93 ! WK91Q] 341 XLQ 
TUT279 | VWXS [603X144 
7VL47S IVY XP0455 
TVT749 | VYM20 I XPU 
TW 60 
TX13U0 
TYL129 
TYNE69 
150BTZ 
MU 
U0O2B9 
DDE 541 
HE 6060 
UF 6020 

UHtsaa 

UJL67 
4612 UK 
130 ULQ 
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VOLVO 


NE NUMBERS 

0191 520 2200 

5PT 


VOLVO 



VOLVO VOLVC VOLVO 

Tranandoat Savtigi 

CW Mbw ISM AO Motfab 
SOME EXAMPLES 

Volvo S40 ZD Baaic_£13.448 

VoKoV40 2.DHa»ic_£14.120 

Votvq S4Q 2.0 CO-£17077 

Volvo U40 ID CD PiBta 

Volvo V40 T4 <37_£21,093 

\MuoV7O20 10V Bade £18.7 B7 

Volvo V7D20TSE_£23095 

Volvo V70TDiSE_£22084 

Volvo V70TE Bade_£22088 

VohnV70R-£29048 

AB Other MadaU 8 S pa cWr adorn 

Tualatta 

ealHtowr For Mom Infannahco 
Tat Ol 703 47 02 08 
Fwc 01703 47 17 07 
Tramaadnu fVtonca Cook 
_ /art Exchange AkoWofcome 



REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


MARKET RESEARCH /5CA SY r __ :=.VE CHOSlEY 


ABA 817 1,650 
8271 AD U00 
6704 AD 1.400 
78 ALE ZSOO 
827 BAR 1000 
663 BAR 1000 
62 BOB 4000 

so cum Z0oo 

C0EM7V 325 
CTE77 1.400 
DA 5778 1,600 
944 DBC 1000 
DBR349 1JB00 
2265 DO U00I60QGJH 3000 
DEM 713 1.800 OK 88 2,400 

529010 2,000 IGUKB 86 1.400 
OS 66 11.D00IGSB56Y 600 

OS 7941 1.400 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
If you wo Eontempbolng a bid pbWM consdsr 9m bonstts of expert odrion; 
m prowda oomprelwwha Intonation, assarmal adton oomlng to s big 
dedston. ottmmnse you may Inadvanensty bid too naxh or too HDe. 


PHONE: 01257 4823 05 FAX 474745 

rci '^ci 


AUCTION OF PERSONALISED REGISTRATIONS 
At The Gateway Theatre, Chester, 15th & 16th April 1998 


H4RLD 

POA 

HAZ 6 

2200 

ML 1959 

1,000 

HO9051 

600 

U RAT 

500 

JECS99X 

400 

J813 

1200 1 

JL34 

2200 

KA7792 

2200 

KDL353 

900 

350 KMF 

1.600 

KVG911A 

500 

LAZ40 

1200 

914 LG 

1,700 

I469U 

1200 

£JK 289 

1.000 

LN 9705 

1200 

LMI1B9 

800 



REGISTRATION REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS WANTED NUMBERS 


50 GW tSm712450301 1 67 PO 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 



APS 4 fSfmAM G562SS 



REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


1 NCH £17,500 
D1 ETS £12^00 
LI NYX £3500 

AD Serious 
Oflera Consktered 

01344 872771 


MIA 1 




CaU Jim 9 till 3: 
0181 671 6061 
After on 
0961 8S7254. 


R80 XTA&Sr'Sr 

ana ala 

Tot D1B27 289450. 


I I mn nsnatle nine 

UtfD £3.^99 + VAT. NE 
Hmnbece 

0191 520 2200 T 






USELECT 

ca ?:■-ifTP£T!CI,sji;; 



LIVER 



B15 HOP 


Don % mat As uk of699 pmiously wMBUerf njfstratiefi "umbers. 
OREcrnOMiwu. 

Bitty n the sale 6 bckbift « by cftalogue only. M m pexn. tjfWm 
tr ly peat, ttm mta rtarft Onlfljue mthn will not be accepted a liw 4pm 
Mon fith Apnl ■». Alter rtws dote di*y wB only be *a*rtte a the tale. 


rwuMMcx Simply dial 0336 416085 
on your fix and press 'Stair’, 
emu OMBQffi ter w n mmitt at ml mm 

tf bv phone Simply ring 0870 601 0032 

and request your Are leaflet. 

□ kibmt wwnuMa-MtnMa.uk 


BY YOU 


front an inclusive £250 




TOs FREE CALL number a sriedy for catalogue order* only - 
for tS other enquiries regantng the auction caB 0870 601 0032 
(Cmitngm, HUOSD {7.on*iCPtrf} QvoarefTtUO* 

® 0800 60 30 90 

OM. ^ 


SELECT 

REGISTRATIONS 



lie fore you turn this page, you 
could be the proud owner of a 
Select Registration from 
DVLA. For as liede as £350 all 
inclusive, itS the perfect accessory tor any vehicle. 

To create your men spcdal number run* rim ply: 


1, CRoor.c a prefix letter to suit your budget. 


Registrations starting with A. H.J, K, L, M, N or P iie offered 
from £250, while R and B prefixes start at .£3 1/4 With VAT 
and jC®i assignment fee included youll find it pays to buy 
direct from DVLA. 


2 . Adc any one of up to 53 special numbers. 


Choose from numbers 1 to 2U or in addition for prefixes J, K. 
L. M.N. P and R you cm also choose any repeat number from 
22-y*». any number ending in 0 from 3090, or any number 
ending in 00 from 100-9U0. 


i. Finally select your three preferred letters. 


Choose any combination of letters excluding I, Q and Z. 

With your ILiJ, MasieaarJ or theque book Io 
hand, tall 01792 77 JJ 66 befuveti Vam-5/m 
Monday* Friday, to check <nui7*ifnA'fy of jvur 
cegisujiwn. Numbers are add on a first come 
first served (wit - so if jvu hour a special ^ vfchide 

iii/mhr in mind, why wrir another day? Licensing Agency 

DVLA Select Registration Hotline 

©01792 77 33 66 

WH£N CAU INC Pi EASE QUOTE MFIBENCE TTPKM 


“S w PRERX 
REGISTRATIONS 

These will become available during June: 
pits* advertisements will give dates and (uH 
details nearer the time. Please note that until 
then they cannot be bought, reserved of ordered 
in advance by the public, motor dealers or 
companies trading in die resale of personalised 
numbers. 


DVIA CLASSIC COLLECTION 

- ; - AUCTIONS 

l ef^T/ufy Cherished -Registrations 


TbiGroawy-Theatre Chester 
\ ; 1S&** IMAprH WSW: - 
Tefephone 08MJ fip 30-90 toorder.yCtUraDlogBffi- 

' - B 6 G Top Clear Uve, 52wBrHtone 
\ “v .; ,; ZSihMay 1 998/ ' 

. ; :CaraJpgue* not y« zvajtahle. 

<!»tie irid vise our stand ar die BfiCTap Cdr 


tV--’:-. • “"'«<■» wSe-W 1 .- 

■OVLA-Ctaae CdUittion AucSioos, of Marks, 

- ' ^PVlAyjw a« wtaSA0JJL' . 







DVLA reserve the right to wnhhoU eertiurt nghuanons, some of which may be offered for sale at auction. Numbers arr sold subject u> Use isle 
of Etegtstrauon Marts Regulations and are subject to availability. (Vices are subject to change without pnoe wt 
Regiaraiion annoi he miwpaced. mk^epresniwd, OH USED TO MAKE A VEHICLE LOOK VOUNCEH THAN IT iS 


mm dvla-som.co.uk 
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W EEKEND SATUKUAi ArmL^iwo 

TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714S119S9 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX; 0171 782 7824 


CHECK- 


Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on tbe world's finest airlines 


tac faH e i att 
prepaid taxes 

MELBOURNE 

PERTH 

BRISBANE 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

TOKYO 

INDIA 


anti Mdf ncfi*n 
froffl 

E325 £505 
£356 £461 
£338 £585 
£262 £619 
£224 £372 
£260 £357 
£256 £379 
£269 £405 
£323 £469 
£209 £350 


NEW HBK 

BOSTON 

WASHINGTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

LAS VEGAS 

TORONTO 

V.WCOIMR 


w ny iBirn 
Iran 

£122 £205 
£161 £217 
£172 £231 
£175 £244 
£196 £261 
£150 £272 
£211 £272 
£184 £272 
£199 £274 
£295 £354 


oorasy Mm 

CARIBBEAN £138 £277 

MEXICO CITY £275 £388 

JO'BURG £231 £335 

CAPE TOWN £231 £381 

HARARE £348 £526 

NAIROBI £253 £279 

DUBAI £182 £266 

CAIRO £138 £222 

ROME £89 £98 

AftOUKJ THEWOMM £74 4 


Ti Wtts ft' 1 ^ 
Ll UV KlU'Wi i h A 


ERS >-)- 


Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency ~ C ftAapproved 
worldwide attention to detail 


TRAIL - 

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA FROM £461 RETURN 

PLUS AUS S50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £29 • AFRICA £38 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £27 
USA CAP, HIRE FROM 20 PER CAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAKJ3RMA0E WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


fill our travel centres are open Mon-Sal from 9-Cpffl • Tr.urs S-7pm * Sun ‘0-5pm 


NEW ZEALAND FROM £619 RETURN 

ON AIR NEW ZEALAND 




Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


For tbe real towttown on worldwide 
travel, Traiffinders is your one stop 
travel shop. 

TraflSoders offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can taitor-make your very 
own package with up to 65% discount 
on totals and car hire worldwide. 


-OR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFIMDER MAGAZINE 
3ALL 0171-S33 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL1458 WTA ABTA697E1 


42 50 Earl* Court Road 
Long Hiul Travel 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel. 

First & Business Class 

215 Kerrsi-Tgfon High Street 
Transatlantic & European. 

22-24 The Priorv Ouwnsway 
Wortdaide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel - 

254-284 Sauchiehall Street 
Worldwide Travel 

58 Deansgate 
World,vide Travel; 
First & Business Class. 


LONDON W8 6 FT 
0171-938 3366 
LONDON W3 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON Wa 6BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HG 
0117-929 9080 

GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


people think the world of us! 


ANNUAL 

FAMILY 

TRAVEL 

INSURANCE* 



TRAVeLPL AN CUV EC 
0300 0133 y.A7 


NEW YORK Cl8.9^~ 
BANGKOK £350 


AMSTWH mjmin <299 
CMBBEW azsuwcaes (230 
COLOTBO (X69UC03 <200 

DBM (3» IWU <399 
DUBAI t200 MOSCOW <229 
HUMOVtT tB9 QRAHOO <199 
GOA <S29 SYDNEY <4*s 

tow season rues. nctvsnt or nu 


0171 462 0011 


CRUISE & SAIL ABROAD 


w no nnows now w 
offer the wonders of 
Orkney and Shetland? 

(At prices that make you wonder how?) 


t 


SAVE £50 on XMAS in OZ!! 

£50 off per person when you book by 30/4/93 
Valid for outbound travel 12-22/12/98. Cat) for details. 


Return prices inducing pre-pad airport toes from: 

Melbourne £489 Bombay . £348 OrWo £255 

Auckland £619 Johannesburg £329 Son Francisco £265 

Hong Kong £339 Nairobi £279 las Vegas £265 

Bangkok £359 New York £177 Toronto £237 

Si n gapore £375 Washifx^an £179 Vancouver £331 

Bali £399 Boston £179 Round The W«W £739 


Thomas 
CooK 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


9am-9pm Mon-Fri, 
10am-6pm Sat-Sun 



£199 

£199 

£239 

£239 

£279 

£309 

£279 

£279 


0870 75 00 1 36 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


SSZEESi 


0171 385 4400 
0161 832 4000 


pric£ch£ck 


Experience ike haunting 
beauty of fkcec 
unspoilt islands. 

They re a scenic sail 
array from Scrabster 
and/or Aberdeen with 
PfcO Scottish Fenian. 

AnJ with our Early 
Bird Savers, 5-Day Island 



Stop-Ovum and Mid-W&ak 
Sauer fares. its 
wonderful that suck 
priceless beauty can 
be enjoyed for as Me 

as £15. For details, 
simply complete the 
rupon Ivlow or caSus on 
FREEPHONE 0800 445050. 





SUSUVJKGTRAVflUViTsO HT 

01476 4004 10 ja 


Only P&O know how 


SnKf+J xnifJete tin coupon (n ear IMBkoAen^tJnhmtxPSOSaattiAFeintr, 

iSUICJt. MmLJkuJ. SU> 2BC 
.Vow- _ 

ajj^ : _n&rtfea 


ebstealx 


— room 

atwi Scottish Ferries 


CHECK-IN 




SOUTH AFRICA | 

FARES FROM 


Have you really been to Paris ? 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 



Top scheduled airlines. 

Best stopover choice - 
Far East, USA & more. 

Itineraries tailored to your 
exact wishes. 

Car &campervan hire, 
air, rail & orach passes. 

Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROIVlf 

£463 

RET URN 

NEW ZEALANDl 

FARES FROIV1 

£619 

RETURN 


f M j:u :..Ti 

FIRST FOR VALUE 

TAX-INCLUSIVE 
RETURN FLIGHTS 

COSTAL! VOVR TTATTl AOLNT 

03CUL *3 £E£Ntt FREE W-* 

0800 45 88 111 

v.-\\-.v aWjirl:::oS . o:n 

\Q -O ^ 
ro Gf PR 


★NcnYoA 

ta»£187 

♦ ToronlP 

fim £237 

*Bos(oa 

fe» €187 

♦Montreal 

fan £267 


fa* £187 

♦ VanowvCT 

far. Dll 




£>0370 7 37 7790 


OFFICIALLY APPOWT ^fcq—n W MOE IIT 


wp o itpaw 12 High Street,Alton,Hants,GU341BN I 

Moiv-fri 9ara to 7pm Qf py » 

52 Regent Street, London, W1R SOX SSSSUbta/I 
8SiTto^SS FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 4522 

All fares subject to availability. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. 


£0990 329 326 


Lines Open: Mon-Fri 8anP4pm, Sal 9am-Spm. Sun !0am-5pm. 
•I tin at k* ram urn I5|hs. Mbpo In raUAr? jrd tort* id pr^jfiUr Ob 
ABnviMS to do lw 


Faresavers 


MALAGA i [791 GREECE 
AUCANTE ng 


ISRAEL 

MALTA 


1 » ■ ■■ 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


110 OFT 

every policy sold 

iffcafrhjfets&snorm, 


0500 787838 


+4 CLUB 


jiLiia 


Bg 

p 






fwjj 




21576404747,’ 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

HIGHEST QUALITY LOWEST PRICES 

"Award winning Annual Cover" 

J^Mco L 0 S SYsiULuSS 


IY ANNUAL- with sknng - £87JO 


Call 0990 775 885 7 days a week 


P pgSRig: 


nmijja * *:?.■ 
[7T 


Annual 
travel insurance 
from £40 


01702 423392 



f\ nge\ eS 

franc\ sCO 

fr 0 -& A 

0171 TS72000 




01476 592095 


Ait- 7 "Mid “pic 

YO’JP ONE STOP HOLIDAY SHOP I 


NEW YORK A-£184 
BOSTON £184 
FLORIDA £330 
LAS VEGAS £265 
CHICAGO £237 
DALLAS £209 

TORONTO £289 


AUSTRALIA 

N. ZEALAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

JO’BURG 

NAIROBI 


m 

« 


Open 
7 days 


FLIGHTBOOKERS 



Car Hire 

We can offer fully inclusive 
car hire in California. 


Hotels 

Wide range of accommodation 
from 2 star to 5 star 
in Los Angeles. 

Tours & Cruises 

We can arrange 10 da y Trek wmxrxm 
America tours ending In LA gJilfel 


Look 0171 "757^444 

( n AUSTRALIA/N.Z 

j wwwAghtbookersjiet | 0171 757 2468 

' Gatwick Branch 

® Tffir i) 01293 568 300 

Sublect. 10 iva.labtiltj- C.C lurchar^n applicable and Includes him 


Prague Amsterdam Glasgow 


Dublin 





Frankfurt 


we cut Is t 


FLIGHT SEARCHERS] 



JETLINE 

Discount,d ;,ros to. ,U dtstlnat'mi 
SPilH rr» lci 63 USA m Jril 53 
PORTUGAL 79 CUIBBEAN 
.C*NiRlES; : 89 .S.AFBICS 299 
.ISBArL --M9-C«MPa 22 S 

CKECCE 125 INDIA 29* 

CYPRUS lla FAH EAST 31» 

5 JLIJLICHTV 79 AUSTRALIA 39-3 

^PECIAUilS 1 
iAvr. r» u i 

tOA4 JFTTTrTTri 



For details of these- ■Art rl- m Ary V b : w4-. A-^ • T.. * *- T-NT-’-,- 
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Have a 
flutter 
on the 
trot 

Monte Carlo - 29 


Travel 


Journey 
of a 
child’s 
lifetime 

Africa' 31 



To make the most 


of the city, follow 


Joanna Hunter 


off the beaten 
tourist track 


A roundabout way to see Paris 


“ A nd it’s aU over! 

/% England has won 
/ \ the World Cup for 
M A. the first time in 32 
years ..That may be the 
outcome of this summer's 
festival of football in France, 
but there were no fanfares lasr 
week, as we walked up the 
corridor to the pitch — like ail 
re Parisian grass, you are not 
meant to walk on it — which 
will host the 1998 World Cup 
final. Instead of 80,000 cheer¬ 
ing ticket-holders, we were 
greeted by one man languidly 
‘ mowing. 

Even that did not diminish 
. our excitement. The others in 
my group — all French — 
radiated civic pride at the 
gigantic, futuristic Stade de 
France. I have never been 
much of a foode fan but now ]. 
too, must have a tickei That 
will not be easy and l may 
have to settle for the £10 tour 
behind the scenes. 

Parisians are glad of an 
excuse for civic pride. Eco- 
nomic gloom, unemployment, 
's the terrorist threats that are a 
' constant reminder of the 1995 
Metro bombings, the Gallic 
tendency to love a good strike 
— Paris was almost throttled 
by demonstrating taxi drivers, 
firemen and SNCF buffet ca¬ 
terers last month — have all 
taken their toll on the city's 
self-esteem. Parisians seem to 
prefer to abandon their dty to 
the tourists — more than 8 
million visitors last year — 
who are turning it into a 
cultural theme park. 

1 r is not just the stadium that 
the French will be showing off 
this summer: footballers and 
models go hand in hand and, 
sure enough, li models sport¬ 
ing Yves Saint Laurent'S latest 
collection will bedoing a lapof 
honour after the final game. 
The Rolling Stones will "be 
performing as part of a cult¬ 
ural programme — even Coc¬ 
teau and French feminist 
Kristeva get a look in. 



The countdown to the millennium is displayed on the most famous landmark in Paris. After Its recent troubles, the city is reinventing itself as Europe's most fashionable destination 


Arc (to •••■ne-OtaStVaM Bvs£e- _ 


Are So' 
-.TMooipne 


Bjfsie r'i, 
Montmartre 'f 


D uring the past 
three years I have 
visited Paris as a 
tour guide, shep¬ 
herding groups of 40 Ameri¬ 
can high school students past 
the main attractions as fast as 
I could make them run. 1 
developed an expert know¬ 
ledge of strategic lavatories 
and cut-price baguettes close 
to the monuments. But famous 
as the Eiffel Tower, Notre 
Dame and the Louvre are. 
visitors who want to get a real 
feel for Paris must abandon 
the tourist track. 

The old saying “Sur la rive 
gauche on pense. sur la rive 
droite on dipense ” (on the left 
bank you think, on the right 
bank you spend), is long out of 
date. The Cham ps-Ely sees, de¬ 
signed by Haussmann to be 
the ultimate chic right-bank 
address, and the Latin quar¬ 
ter. traditionally home to the 
Sorbonne and fledgeling revo¬ 
lutionaries on the left, used to 
be polar opposites: both are 
now tourist traps with over¬ 
priced restaurants and tacky 
souvenir shops. 

Not far from the Latin 
quarter. St-Germain is in a 
state of flux: Les Deux Magots 
and Cafe de Flore, where 
Hemingway and Sartre hung 
out. now rub shoulders with 
Cartier. Louis Vuitton and 
Armani — if Damien Hirst 
were to open a restaurant in 
Paris, it would be here. 


- ■ V jtxss Batnaj;. T-_- j 

’ t Mnltmontant ■ i 
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Cafe de Flore does hold a 
philosophy night — Cafe des 
Philosophes — on the first 
Wednesday of every month, 
but serious thinking has 
moved elsewhere: Cafe Mec- 
ano, in the increasingly hip 
Mfcnilmontaiu area, is the 
alternative venue for Cafe des 
Philosophes. held on the third 
Wednesday of every month. 
Also on the right bonk on a 
Wednesday night, media dar¬ 
lings known as Les Perpend ic- 
ulaires discuss their horror of 
the Internet at Les Marron- 
niers cafe in the Marais. 

The bohemians have long 
deserted St-Germain and 
sought refuge in the outskirts 
of the city. In the east near 
Ffcre Lachaise cemetery, 
Mfeiilmontant has taken over 
from Bastille, attracting an 
international crowd in the 
bars and cafes. Members of 
Air and Daft Punk — French 
bands of international renown 
— and designer Jean-Paul 
Gaultier now live in the for¬ 
merly seedy Pigalle area. 


PARIS FACT RLE 


■ Getting there Joanna Hunter travelled wth Pans Tra^ 
Service (01992 456025). Two nights' B&B at the Hold Tetass in 
Montmartre is from £260 per person, including return travel 
with Eurostar and complimentaiy river cruise. 

■ Hints for visitors: hotel availability during the World Oop 

is finuted, but Parisians go on holiday in August, so m aty 

crowded. And El once again buys FrIO. . _ 

Stade de France (RER St Denis/Slade dcFrano) offers 
guided tours (Ft** at 10 am. midday and^mgn 
call 00 3315593 0045 or the St Denis tourist office (15SR 

■ Caffe and restaurants Les Deux Mag** 

des-Prts (I4S4S 5525): Cafe de Flore. 172 BdSjOnnmiCMSfh. 
5526): Cafe Mecano. 99 Rue OberkamprIH095 
Marronniers. 18 Rue des Archives (14027 *^ L i}[jKSL| 
Nicholas Flame!, 51 roe de Montmorency (142717771* ««« 
Castes,239RueSt-Honort(14244500Q)- 

■ Clubs Les Bains Douches. 7 Rwdu Bourg4 Abbef^f 

information on nightlife premium 

■ Information: French Tourist BoanJ (0S9i v 
rates). 


FOR THE 

21ST CENTURY 

Paris is not just looking 
inward. Once again it is 
attracting foreign talent. Fash¬ 
ion darlings Alexander Mc¬ 
Queen at Givenchy, Stella Mc¬ 
Cartney at Chios and Jeremy 
Scott at Vuitton have followed 
John Galliano to make Paris 
their base. Isabella Blow, Brit¬ 
ain’s grande dame of fashion 
and style editor of The Sundity 
Times, is also moving. “Paris 
is tike a little jewel.'’ she said. 
"Life is more relaxed and there 
are lots of artists and photo¬ 
graphers. You can really in¬ 
dulge your seises in Paris, 
there's always something 
beautiful to look at or delicious 
things to eat." 

Shopping in Paris has taken 
a turn for the-better. A new 
attraction is Colette, the de¬ 
signer store which opened last 
year on the prestigious Rue St- 
Honort. Subtitled “siyle- 
designartfood", Colette offers 
a “lifestyle" choice — every¬ 
thing from skirts to screw¬ 
drivers — and the stock 
changes every week. 


T he secret appears to 
be that it is open to all 
and everything: up¬ 
stairs is an art space, 
and in the basement is a 
minimalist but friendly water- 
bar/restaurant with 65 differ¬ 
ent brands of mineral water. 
fYou mean you cant tell the 
difference between Rozana 
and Tipperary' water?" I over¬ 
heard one fashionable crea¬ 
ture say to another.) The food 
is traditional with a modem 
slant - foie gras and croque 
monsieur both feature and, at 
Fr&5 and Fr40 respectively, are 


not as expensive as you might 
expect. 

A feeling of culinary superi¬ 
ority is even more French than 
farmers* strikes, and the capi¬ 
tal does offer some evidence 
that its cuisine is moving with 
the times. The 15th-century 
Auberge Nicholas Flamel is an 
example of traditional style 
revamped from within. Its 
owner. Monsieur Natan, a 
dub and restaurant promoter 
and a former pop star, mingles 
with his customers. The Louis 
XIV furniture and Keith Har- 
ing-esque wall decorations 
convey an antique charm 
without being fussy. 

M Natan is buddies with the 
in-crowd and often helps his 
customers get into nearly 
clubs. One, just a stone's 
throw away, is Les Bains 
Douche, designed by Philippe 
Starck and on-and-orf haunt of 
the beautiful for 20 years. 

If you are on a serious 
celebrity hunt, HAtel Costes on 
Rue St-Honore has become the 
place to stay — although the 
food is average and the service 
appalling, but the decor is 
stylish and so is the clientele— 

1 spotted Helena Christensen 
and VjdaJ Sassoon (although 
not together). 

David Guetta, oo-owner of 
Les Bains and the man behind 
Scream — a new dub night at 
the ultra-hip Elys£e Montmar¬ 
tre which he hopes will put the 
“gay” back' into Paris — is 
certain things are on the move: 
“In London or New York you 
have VIP rooms that are 
dosed off, but in Paris irs all 
mixed: you have lots of models 
and stars here" 

It is not liberty fegalitt et 
fraternity of course. When 
Parisians say “everyone” they I 
still mean “everyone who is 
anyone", and the same applies 
to door policies. If you are 
weighed down wiih cash, try 
lotting yourself out on Avenue 
Montaigne and you might 
make it past the door. 

The rest of us need not 
despair. Even if you are not 
"lootaS", as the hyper-trendy 
beautiful young are known. 
Paris has plenty to offer. Some 
things never change: the old 
man with a baguette stashed 
under his arm, the lovers 
strolling along the banks of 
the Seine—and the green-dad 
knights on their motorised 
pooper-scoopers fighting the 
ever-present reminders of the 
Fraich obsession with dogs. 
Parisians are philosophical: if 
you step in it with your left foot 
it is good luck. There is no 
truth in the rumour that 
members of the French foot¬ 
ball team have started dipping 
their toes in already. 


THE tDINBLRGH RESIDENCE 



Settle in at 
The Edinburgh 
Residence 

(And enter a different world) 
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JUST LIKE THE CITY ITSELF. The Edinburgh 
Residence is a unique place to stay. Beautiful. 
Timeless and someudiere we. uvint to return, 
year after year. 

In this exquisite mansion, we can unwind 
in the most luxurious surroundings, and recdly 
feel at home. We like to travel, but hotels can start to look the 
same - so a time ownership suite here was ideal for us. 

.There are only 29 suites, and each one has an indiindual 
atmosphere, with personal touches such as fresh flowers, 
original art• and period style furniture. Ours has the most 
wonderful bathroom. The staff are superb, too. Always there 
when you need them, but never in the way. It’s actually very 
hard to leave] But as uv can divide our purchase into two 




ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE YOURSELF... 
Discover The Edinburgh Residence for only £165 for two people for 
2 nights. 

This price indudes a full Scottish breakfast each day and a 
personal tour of The Edinburgh Residence. If you prefer to fly to 
Edinburgh, we can offer two air tickets for £200 including pick up 
from the airport. 

separate breaks there's alu’Oys another visit to look forward to! 

To reserve a suite and arrange a personal tour of 
The Edinburgh Residence, or for more information, please 
return the coupon below or call 0131 226 3380. 


RESIDENCE 
SEEING IS BELIEVING 


0 131 22 6 3 3 80 



ftJ! written information is a,nibble from I he above jddrrs*. 


£c . 
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Rendezvous under the northern lights 



” > St Anthony 

CANADA- " Atlantlc 
—' ..... Ocean 


20m(es Newfoundland 


“- ‘jt- 

Nova Scotia . .-_ v ' sl John’s 


Robin Nefllands 


was captivated by 


the lonely beauty of 


the Labrador coast 


I t is difficult to go on a 
cruise when you cannot 
find your ship. I had 
flown to St John's, a 
small port in Newfoundland 
in northeast Canada, to fly on 
to St Anthony, another small 
port, where 1 planned to join 
the MS Northern Ranger for a 
cruise along the Labrador 
coast The problem was that 
on the day of my departure a 
fog descended on St Anthony 
and all the flights were 
suspended. 

I had to wait a day before 
finally — even though the 
visibility was still rad — 
catching a two-engined air¬ 
craft onwards: at this stage 1 
was still in time, or so I 
thought to meet the ship 
before it departed. 

The flight proved to be a 
rather hair-raising experience. 
By the time we flew into St 
Anthony the fog had thickened 
and we landed in what looked 
like a thick cloud. 

1 was glad to be alive, but 
not so glad when 1 discovered 
that my itinerary was incor- 



Nozthem Canada’s dean air and dear night skies ofier wonderful displays of the aurora borealis (northern lights) in swaths of gold, purple and green — particularly spectacular when viewed from the sea 


red and the Northern Ranger 
had sailed 12 hours earlier. 1 
was stranded. The fog was 
now so bad that the airport 
had been dosed: there was no 
way 1 could fly on to meet the 
ship at its next port of call. 

ROBM HOLLANDS 
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Old lighthouse at the port of St Anthony, Newfoundland 


All I could do was' wait I 
stayed at the airport—where I 
was soon dubbed the Lone 
Limey — and bugged the 
Canadian Coastguard people 
until they located the ship fay 
short-wave radio and ar¬ 
ranged a rendezvous for the 
next day. 

“Well, it's not the end of the 
world.” I thought. But it got 
worse, i missed the rendez¬ 
vous and during die next two 
days — in a desperate wild 
goose chase — flew to Red Bay 
(where I missed the ship by 
half an hour) and then to 
Indian Tickle. Black Tickle 
and Snug Harbour (each time 
failing to find the elusive 
vessel). It was getting costly: 
£300 for accommodation in 
motels, food and flights. 

Just as I was about to give 
up. I reached a small port 
called Cartwright where the 
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Northern Ranger was due at 
midnight Exhausted. I rested 
in the dock controller’s office 
and finally managed to board 
the elusive vessel. 

Cruising along the Labra- 
dor coast—as I can now testify 
— takes a lot of patience and 
spare time. But it is worth it 
Not only is there a sense of 
adventure but the scenery, the 
wildlife and absence of people 
make it a wonderful place to 
relax and forget your worries. 

On board the Northern 
Ranger—the size of an Isle of 
Wight ferry with a small 
cafeteria, a lounge (no bat) 
and a few two and four- 
bedcabins — we passed ice¬ 
bergs that looked like white 
ghosts, humpbacked and 
minke whales that blew by the 
bows, puffins and eagles as 
well as caribou which scam¬ 
pered over rocky headlands. 

When the explorer Jacques 
Cartier visited the Labrador 
coast in the 1500s he described 
it as “the land God gave to 
Cain”. It certainly looks bleak 
in bad weather, but when the 
sun comes out Labrador be¬ 
comes a land of rare beauty, 
unspoilt and unpolluted — 
perfect for anyone who likes 
remote and lonely places. 
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The Northern Ranger, left anchored in port a fishing boat sails past ari iceberg off the Newfoundland coast 
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O n board, I would 
sleep until dawn in 
my small, basic 
cabin (there were 
communal showers), awaking 
to spectacular sunrises. As we 
progressed north, sunset and 
sunrise became my favourite 
times on deck — the dear air 
seemed to bring out fantastic 
colours and light The aurora 
borealis (northern lights) was 
also superb, coining on after 
dark to flicker across the 
heavens in swaths of gold, 
purple and green. 

Whales and icebergs ap¬ 
peared every day and the ship 
often pulled into small pons, 
where the passengers were 
mustered by Shana. our cruise 
director, for a brief trip ashore. 


The semi circular window from Brighton station 
Is but one of the many captivating characteristics 
you’ll find when staying at B Mofino Del Carmen 
nestling in the hillskie near Gaudn. ftisacharming 
feature, and typical of those unique details that 
make a holiday with The Magic of Spain so special. 
For your copy of one of our brochures featuring 
specially selected hotels, villas and apartments 
in the most beautiful locations of Spain, 
Portugal or Italy, see your travel agent, 
or call us on 0990 462442. 


either on foot or in the local 
school bus. 

Everyone wem on these 
excursions to see old limit 
settlements or abandoned mis¬ 
sion churches or the trading 
posts of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. We * visited old 
whaling stations, lonely light¬ 
houses. fur trading huts, na¬ 
ture reserves, even the 
occasional museum. Some¬ 
times there was evening enter¬ 
tainment when local songs, 
largely lamenting the decline 
of cod or the jqys of "squid- 
jiggling” (a method of fishing 
cod using squid as bait) were 
bellowed out in the passenger 
lounge. The cruise was cer¬ 
tainly never dull. 

Camaraderie was est¬ 
ablished in no time and I was 
soon on first-name terms with 
the other passengers (about 40 
on board at any one time) and 
crew. Most of the passengers 
were retired folk from the 
United States or the big cities 
of Canada but there was also a 
party of young German canoe- 




LABRADOR FACT FILE 


■ Robin Nefflands travelled with the Canadian Tourism 
Commission and Canadian Pacific Hotels. 


■ Getting there: Experience Holidays (01323 416699) has a 
two-week trip in August for C2.050 including a 12-night cruise on 
the Northern Ranger, return flights, internal flights, all meals 
and accommodation at a motor inn before the cruise. 
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■ AD Canada Travel & Holidays (01502585825) tailor-makes 
cruises on the Northern Ranger and has package trips lo 
mainland Newfoundland. Air Canada (0990 247226) has 
flights from Heathrow to St John's from £513 ontil the end of 
June. 




■ Where to stay: Supranational Holds (0500 303030). which 
handles reservations for Canadian Pacific Hotels, has single and 
double rooms for £1004)0 to £138.50 at the four-star 
Newfoundland Hold in St John's (room only). 


Fish supper for a puffin 


Quota rafcTCS 


THE DETA 


Spain 

MAKE IT MAGIC 


_POSTCODE_ 

i icfc iMiMi iifagg >«i !»»»*■■ iwurDawnDroimjaALD 

Sarifei Maglci OocbM Sanfaaa, fflEB’OST NWW934& UpKM. MnL US 113. 


We saw 
old Inuit 
colonies, 
empty 
churches, 
whaling 
stations 
and fur 
trading 
huts 



ists and a group of geologists, 
as well as Inuit and Indians 
travelling between ports. (The 
Northern Ranger *$ primary 
purpose is to provide trans¬ 
portation for the Labrador 
communities.) 

So we cruised on con¬ 
tentedly to Rigolet and up the 
long inlet to Goose Bay, a 
metropolis in these parts with 
its vast Royal Canadian Air 
Force base. Then we went 
back out to sea and north to 
the Ragged Islands and 
Adlavic settlement. 

finally, alter weaving 
through a network of offshore 
islands, we arrived at the port 
of Nain (pop: 1,000), where I 
was due to catch my flight 
back to St Anthony. By then I 
did not want to leave and 
stayed on board until depar¬ 
ture time and waited to watch 
the little ship sail away. 

Getting back by air took 
only abour two hours (this 
time without fog delays), but it 
was not the same thing at all 
... it seemed just a bit too easy. 


■ Tips: Take plenty of film [not easy do find in the small 
ports), also mosquito repellent, high-factor sun cream, lip salve 
and some warm clothing (it can get chilly, especially after 
dark). Rain gear is also useful, as well as comfortable shoes for 
shore excursions. Smart clothing is not required. 


■ Reading: The Shipping News by E. Annie Proulx (Fourth 
Estate. E6.99K PuDtzer Prize-winning novel about Newfoundland: 
Class Top Sails by Patrick Kavanagh (Penguin. £16.9^, a 
novel based in Newfoundland: Canada (Lonely Planet £14.99) 
has a section on Newfoundland and Labrador. 


■ Best time lo go: June. July and August are the wannest 
months (normally 10-21C), Can be very cold at other times. 


■ Further information: Visit Canada Centre (0891715000. a 
premium-rate line). 


Somak Holidays, one of the leading Tout Operators to India 
celebrates 30 years of experience by launching its most 
diverse India brochure yet. 

• Cultural & Wildlife Tours (May 1998 - September 1999) 

• Kerala Beaches & Tours (November 1998 - April 1999) 

• Goa Beaches & Tours (November 1998 - April 1999) 


0181 423 3000 
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Saver bookings must be made 1 day In advance and by 22nd May 1898 for travel up to 3rd January 1999. 
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I had a 
flutter —- 

and lost 
my shirt 

Tom Chesshyre will not be betting 
on today’s Grand National — he lost 
all his money in Monte Carlo 
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GEORGE S ELWN-N 


I t was not the most auspi¬ 
cious start to the trip. We 
were departing on Fri¬ 
day the 13 th and the 
check-in computers had bro¬ 
ken down at Heathrow's Ter¬ 
minal One. For the 50-ocki 
.gamblers travelling to Monte 
Carlo for a weekend's racing, 
it was a bad omen. “We’re 
going to need a change of luck 
on the racetrack.” said Peter 
Grey, a teacher. 

The group was travelling 
with Horse Raring Abroad, a 
tour operator that has been 
specialising in racing holidays 
since 1975; it sends more than 
3,000 people a year to events 
as far afield as Paris. Bali. 
Barbados, Dubai and Tor¬ 
onto. The three-night Monte 
Carlo trip included two visits 
to a racecourse at Cagnes-sur- 
Mer (20 miles west along the 
French Riviera from Monaco) 
and had the added gambling 
attraction of the principality's 
swish casinos. A perfect break 
for those who fancy a flutter. 

Monte Carlo's high-rollers 
were everywhere as we took a 
stroll before the first night’s 
trip to watch a floodlit trotting 
meeting. Fur coats (I had 
never seen so many). Gucci 
handbags. Armani suits and 
Ray-Bans filled the pave¬ 
ments. Bright yellow Ferraris, 
enormous Rolls-Royces and 
sparkling Porsches pulled up 
outside the H6tel de Paris — 
even the taxis were Mercedes. 
The designer shops — Cartier, 
Hermes. Chanel Christian 
Dior — were buzzing with 
winnings being spent on silk 
shirts, diamonds - and" gold 
earrings. 

The whole place seemed to 
smell of money. ! began to 
daydream: a bit of luck on the 
horses, followed by a good run 
in the hotel casino, and who 
knew what might happen? 
Perhaps I would be swanning 
about in a sharp suit by the 
end of the weekend? 

At the Cagnes-sur-Mer 
track that evening, I teamed 
up with our disparate group, 
who ranged in occupation 
from a self-employed painter 
and decorator to the chief 
executive of a multinational 
company. But we were all 
united by a common pursuit 
to beat the odds. 

Dave Harvey, manager of a 
bookmaker’s in Reading, and 
his friend Chris Smith, a wine 
trader, appeared the canniest 
gamblers of the lot. They had 
been raring in Monte Carlo 
for ten out of the past 11 years; 
Dave said he had won £12,000 
on betting last year and Chris 
was also a regular winner. 

Chris, a tall man with a 
knowing glint in his eye, 
handed out cigars as we 
studied the first race in the 
dingy grandstand bar. I sin¬ 
gled out a horse called Gift. 


HOW MUCH? 



FERDl DUARTE 37 
With baby Kimberley, aged 
five months, won £100. 

• Kimberley has loved it The 
racecourse was fine because 
we booked a table at the 
restaurant overlooking the 
trade, which was quiet and 
comfortable. The trip was 
good because all the transfers 
were laid on for you. We’re 
planning another racing trip, 
to Barbados, in the summer. 


Trotting races are often the highlight of race meetings in continental Europe, but French racegoers are more restrained than the British—there’s not much shouting or waving 






CHRIS SMITH. 45 
Winetraderjrpm 
Reading, lost £253. 

• I didn’t end up losing 
anything on die horses and I 
was betting £50 a race. My 
problem on this trip was the 
computerised roulette ma¬ 
chines al our hold — they're 
addictive. At one point 1 was 
£160 up, but I then lost £250. 
Overall though. 1 enjoyed it 
especially the trotting right 


“Never look a gift horse in the 
mouth.” I said. 

“You can on this occasion,” 
said Chris. “It hasn't got a 
chance." 

After being interrupted by a 
Frenchman with a moustache 
who wanted to inspect Dave’s 
binoculars (“With these you 
can see zee-colour of zee osses' 
eyes.” he commented, dearly 
impressed), we backed a horse 
called Gasly de Bourbon, 
which had won its last race. To 
place a bet you visit kiosks 
and read out the number of the 
horse you want to win and 
how much you want to wager, 
gagnant is “to win”, et cheval 
is “each way” and jumeli is 
“straight forecast”. So a Fr20 
bet on the No 3 horse to win 


. 12 nights AH Inclusive 

*ALM VILLAGE HOTEL: simple, medium class, on Sri 
jmka’s west coast Pool, restaurant bar. Gardens to beach, 
looms with air con/ceiling fan, shower/wc. balcony/terrace. 
NEPTUNE: excellent medium class beachfront hotel at 
Jeruweia. Airconditioned rooms with bath/ shower, 
jalconv/terrace overlooking pool and gardens. 

ALL INCLUSIVE: All meals inc afternoon tea. 

thinks: local spmts/codrtaib, beer, soft drinks. 

_ «« - 


BRENDA BROWN. 54' ‘ ’ 
From Ch ingford, level-. _^- 
• My husband and I allotted 
ourselves a certain amount to 
gamble and were lucky to 
have a few good wins that 
meant we didn’t lose anything 
overall. The weekend has 
been great — it’s very roman¬ 
tic being by the sea. Monte 
Carlo is wonderful because 
everyone dresses so well; it 
makes a nice change. 


would be: "Le trots. GagnanL 
Vingt francs." 

We found a good position in 
the busy stands. A red moon 
hung low over the misty 
Mediterranean on the far side 
of the wdHit track. The horses 
— harnessed to chariots 
manned by comical-looking, 
pot-bellied jockeys (weight 
helps on the comers) — came 
past in a swirl of sand. The 
rules of trotting are that the 
diagonally opposite legs of the 
horse roust come down tog¬ 
ether; this gives the horse an 
upright posture and means it 
travels much more slowly 
than when galloping — which 
looks odd compared to tradi¬ 
tional flat racing. 

Unfortunately, Gasly de 
Bourbon trailed in behind the 
winner and our bad luck 
continued for a further three 
races before Egal Talent and 
then Houston de Play won for 
us. “A/lez. mon cockerf 
boomed Dave as they crossed 
the line — his French version 
of “Go on, my cocker!” a 
favourite cry of racegoers in 
Britain. 

We celebrated with jambon 
baguettes from the bar; others 
opted for a three-course meal 


DAVEmRVEY. 43 
Manager a£a bookmakers 
ra ReadirigzJost £500. 

•The ' holiday went as I 
expected. It would have been 
nice to won. but I was ready to 
take any losses. It just didn't 
happen for me this time. I lost 
about £100 on blackjack. £150 
on tbe horses and £250 on 
computerised roulette. Some¬ 
times you have good days and 
sometimes bad. 


in the panoramic restaurant at 
the top of the grandstand. 

I ended the evening £7 up — 
not bad. but hardly the fortune 
of which 1 had beat dreaming. 
When we returned to Monte 
Carlo l-derided to give the 
roulette tables a miss. Like 
others on the trip, I conserved 
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Fearin'aa'/f ‘ Mediterranean 
sea 


my cash for the next day’s 
races. Perhaps if 1 had a few 
wins tomorrow f could then 
have a proper go at the casino. 

Needless to say, the plan did 
not work. The sun may have 
shone on Saturday on Cagnes- 
sur-Mer and the white yachts 
on the Mediterranean, but not 
on my gambling efforts. I 
ended the day £30 down. - 

The closest I came to a win 


MATTHEW BALL. 27 
Insurance broker from 
Southend, lost £150. 

• I've lost quite a bit. but ifs 
about the same as I some¬ 
times lose on a weekend's 
betting at home. I knew what 
l was letting myself in for, so 
I’m not upset I’ve enjoyed 
walking around, sitting in 
cafes and taking in the atmo¬ 
sphere of Monte Carlo. I’d 
definitely come again. 


was when T almost bet on a 
horse calledFreak Out, ridden 
by a jockey called AJunk. 
“You can’t bet on rubbish,” 
joked Chris. For some reason. 
I took his advice and it 
promptly won at the longest 
odds of the day: 15-1. This was 
hard to take and 1 spent 
several minutes in numbed 
silence. One member of our 
group. I later painfully heard, 
had collected £1,000 after bet¬ 
ting on it by mistake — some 
people have all the luck. 

1 was not the only one to 
lose. Things were also going 
badly for Tamara Rusfr- 
Kellett 26, an investment 
banking analyst “l may have 
lost, but I’ve thoroughly en¬ 
joyed it anyway.” she said 
bravely. “It's been fun to go 
racing in another country and 
see how things are done, 
although I’ve got to admit this 
racecourse doesn’t have as 
much atmosphere as those in 
Britain. There’s not as much 
shouting and arm-waving — 
the French seem to treat raring 
more as a social occasion.” 

In the stands another Brit¬ 
ish gambler threw away a 
losing ticket in disgust. A 
tough East Ender with knuck¬ 


le tattoos reading “Love” and 
“Hate", even he had a smile. 
“We haven't had many wins,” 
he croaked. “But it’s good just 
being here in the south of 
France, innit?” 

Things got increasingly des¬ 
perate. A Frenchman with a 
scraggy grey ponytail began 
collecting discarded betting 
tickets from the floor of the 
grandstand bar. hoping to 
find a mislaid winner. Al¬ 
though npt quite reduced to 
that level, most of us knew 
how he felt. 

The racing over, hopes of 
making a killing turned to 
Monte Carlo's casinos. That 
evening — after dining in a 
cheap and cheerful Italian 
restaurant — we visited rou¬ 
lette tables at our hotel, die 
Loews, which is above the 1 Mg 
tunnel used by Formula One 
cars in the Monaco Grand 
Prix. Having pushed through 
a scrum of Italians watching 
the action on the cheapest 
table (£1 a go), I bought £10 
worth and scattered the chips. 
Three spins later it was all 
over — without success. Cath¬ 
erine Fry, one of Horse Racing 
Abroad’s tour reps, had joined 
me and fared the same. “Oh 
well,” she said ruefully, “we 


can't guarantee wins on our 
holidays.” 

My dreams of sharp suits 
now long gone, we visited 
Monte Carlo's main casino — 
just off the Place du Casino — 
to watch the high-rollers in 
action. Entry was £5 but well 
worth it. The chandeliers, 
gilded edgings, sculptures and 
frescoes of angels created a 
perfect James Bond setting. 
You could just imagine Roger 
Moore in his white dinner 
jacket raising an eyebrow as 
his number came up again. 


T wo members of our 
group were so se¬ 
duced by it all that 
they cashed in £100 
each. After tot minutes they 
were both broke. Even worse, 
on the very next spin, the 
number they had been betting 
on (28) came up. “1 can’t bear 
to watch," said a despondent 
Matthew Ball. 27. an insur¬ 
ance broker. He would have 
won £175 on a £5 chip. 

Most of us had had enough 
of gambling by the final day of 
the trip. A coach journey to 
Cannes had been arranged, 
and we spent Sunday after¬ 
noon coming to terms with our 
losses while sipping coffee in 


cafes on La Croisette. After all 
the betting tension of the past 
two days, it made a pleasant 
change to watch flashy in-line 
skaters whizzing past and 
glamorous beach-goers stroll¬ 
ing around looking for a place 
to lie on the beach. 

1 did have one more flutter 
on the trip, however. As I was 
collecting my luggage ai 
Heathrow on Monday after¬ 
noon. Dave sidled up and 
asked how much cash 1 had 
left from the trip — a grand 
total of Frl4. “I’ll bet you Frl4 
that my bag comes through 
before yours." he said. 

1 accepted, lost (predictably) 
and returned home absolutely 
broke. Now I know 1 wiil 
never be a high-roller. 
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P Tom Chesshyre travelled 
with Horse Raring Abroad 
(01444 441661). The Monte 
Carlo trip cost £450 including 
flights, transfers, racecourse 
.entry and three nights at 
Hotel Loews. 

HRA also organises trips to 
Australia, Barbados, Dubai, 

France. Ireland. Italy, Swit¬ 
zerland and the United Stales. 

A three-night trip to the 
Punchestown National Hunt 
Festival in Co Kildare in 
Ireland, departing on April 27 
and staying at a three-star 
hotel is E439 — including 
flights from Heathrow, trans¬ 
fers and racecourse entry. Casinos a 

A three-night trip to see the bet in M 
Arc de Triomphe at Long- 
champ in Paris in October, staying at a three- 
star hotel is £379—flights from Heathrow and 
transfers included. 

Next February's Monte Carlo trip has yet to 
be priced. 

■ Doing ft yoursdb easyJet (0990 292929) has 
return flights from Luton to Nice from £110. 
The four-star Hotel Loews Monte Carlo (00 377 
9350 6500) has single or double rooms from 
£196. The five-star Hdtel de Paris (9216 3000) 
has single rooms from £180 and doubles from 


Casinos are your best 
bet in Monte Carlo 


£210. The two-star Hotel Le 
Versailles (9350 7934) has sin¬ 
gle rooms from £30 and 
doubles from £40. 

The next race meeting at 
Cagnes-sur-Mer is in July — 
details on 00 334 9202 4444. 

Holiday Autos (0990 
300400) has three days’ all- 
inclusive Group A car rental 
for £89.90; pick-up from Nice 
airport 

■ Ups: Remember your bin¬ 
oculars. Make sure your bet¬ 
ting slip is correct when it is 
given to you. Take smart 
clothes for the Monte Carlo 
Casino (jackets and ties for 
your best men). Spread your bets — 
ite Carlo don't blow all your cash too 

quickly! 

■ Other racing operators: Team Sports Inter¬ 
national (0)706 715808) organises tailor-made 
trips for groups; Leger Holidays (01709 830333); 
Swiniey Travel (01942 829772). 

■ Further information: The Monaco tourist 
office (0171-352 9962). 

■ My bets: trotting: plus £7; main flat-race 
meeting: minus £30; casino (roulette): minus 
£10; electronic roulette: minus £2; aiport 
carousel luggage bet- minus £1.40. Overall: 
minus £36-40 
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if you"vc never been on a cruise before., 
a P&O Cruise Break makes a great way to dip 
a toe in die water. 

For instance, in May, yon can spend lour 
nights in die Jap of luxury, as you explore the 
delights of Britain's favourite siijKrliner. (Willi 
day trips to explore Amsterdam tuid Bruges.) 

Alternatively; there's .Arcadia, our latest 
supcrliner. In June, she weighs anchor lor 
three days, with Cherbourg and Le Havre 
■ as die pons of ealL 

Yfe can welcome you on board for as 
liide as £32 5 > 

' For further details, lill in die coupon, or 
call us on OpCJO 726 7^6. 

P&O Cruises 


Bwtcode:___ 
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London contrasts a! the Smithfield meat market where the wrougbt-inm gates form a delicate background to the sturdy red telephone boxes 


The gracious Royal Arcade off Piccadilly, originally built for the gentry 


Ever-changing 
capital gains 


In 1998 Stockholm is the Cultural Capital of Europe. 

But that’s just one reason to go there. 



Change that 


comes with 


growth is not 


bad; it gives a 


city life, says 


Louise Nicholson 





K nocking London is 
easy and fun, a 
game eryqyed by 
most British people 
— especially Londoners. One 
guidebook recently bemoaned 
the loss of Leicester Square's 
Georgian houses to entertain¬ 
ment halls. Some people 
doubtless moaned bade in 
1631. when Charles I gave his 
friend, Robert Sidney, 2nd 
Earl of Leicester, a slab of 
open land, where the Earl 
built an ostentatious Stuart 
mansion for himself and 
entertained lavishly. 

A generation later, locals 
probably grumbled when he 
added an elite, enclosed 
square of handsome houses 
for London'S gentry who were 
moving west to newly built St 
James'S — a sort of American- 
style gated community. Next 
century it was. perhaps, the 
gentry's turn to complain 
when artists such as William 
Hogarth arrived and lowered 
the tone. 

The gentry did move away, 
eventually. Their houses be¬ 
came hotels and Turkish 
baths. The Alhambra, Emp¬ 
ire. Daly’s and the Hippo¬ 
drome were built bringing 
good Victorian entertainment 
to the West End. I bet every¬ 
one. gentry and commoners, 
was thrilled — Queen Victoria 
certainly enjoyed the Alham¬ 
bra's circus. 
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Victorian values at the Tube station at Maida Vale 



Celebrating the Chinese new year in Genrard Place 


W hen the Empire's 
ballets and tbe 
Hippodrome's 
Hansel and Cre¬ 
te/ opera were replaced by the 
picture palaces, who com¬ 
plained then? The cinema 
brought exotic American cul¬ 
ture and glamorous Holly¬ 
wood — hours of escapist 
dreaming at a fraction of the 
cost of a theatre tickeL 
Leicester Square’s story is 
the story of London, a dynam¬ 
ic capita) city, ever changing, 
ever growing, often for the 
better and sometimes for the 
worse, but always interesting. 

I came to live in London m 
the hot summer of 1976. There 
were'pockets of post-1960s fun, 
deliriously seedy Soho life 
round the clock and over¬ 
whelming arts of all kinds. I 
remember Clerk enwell’s Ital¬ 
ian fiesta in July, queueing for 
my first Prom tickets and 
exploring Bermondsey'S heav¬ 
ily perfumed spice warehouses 
and thinking 1 had arrived on 
a Dickens' film set 
Over the past 20 years, 
conservationists and energetic 
communities have saved 
whole tracts of London—most 
obviously. Covent Garden Pi¬ 
azza. Hundreds of London's 
old buildings have been sensi¬ 
tively restored: many interest¬ 
ing new buildings have been 
added. When the Docklands 
revival began in 1981. the City 
responded with the ten-acre 
Broadgate development — of¬ 
fices, restaurants, street sculp¬ 
ture and entertainment so skil¬ 
fully integrated that London 
families, who previously 



A sign of the times at Cutlers’ Livery HalL Warwick Lane 


shunned the City, now oq 
there to ice-skate at weekends. 

The riverscape, which has 
changed dramatically since 
the 1970s, displays both atroci¬ 
ties and wonders. Down¬ 
stream from Britain’s best 
medieval fort, the Tower of 
London, for example. looms 
the eyesore of the Tower 
Thistle Hotel built in 1973, in¬ 
appropriate in size, shape and 
materials. Opposite on the 
south bank, the listed land 
thus protected] warehouses of 
Butler’s Wharf were revital- 


ised in 19SS-90 with 
their historic signifii 
Despite having r 
administrative authi 
1986. London has 
proving constantly. | 
politicians keen to 
London further and 
pwt of a new ad mi 
y^th a mayor to run i 
ital should go from s 
srrength. 

+ Louise Nicholsons U 
win phorogwphs by Ri 
Turpin, is published on 7] 
(Franees Lincoln. ijfj) 
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Evetyo nesaidKayCo, was ma d t0 drive across Africa with her twoyear-old daughter, but everyone was wrong 
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I t is dusk in a cluster of 
mud huts in Mali and we 
are squeezed into an 
enclosure. The Land 
'Rover takes up most of the 
space. Our hostess, the mother 
of at least a dozen kids, squats 
beside a cauldron of oily 
orange slop — our supper. 

As she stirs the mixture, a 
noisy snort erupts from the 
tattered shorts of a toddler 
beside her. She casually pulls 
the elastic waist peers inside 
and softly calls: “Adama.. "A 
girl of no more than six years 
old leads the lad behind the 
hut and deals with him. No 
nappies here. . j . 

We came to observe! this. 
revealing moment mfiSmly 
life against the advice-o£ 
almost everyone we spoke to. 
People thought we had aban¬ 
doned our senses as well as . 
our professional jobs when my 
husband Peter and I an¬ 
nounced that we were taking 
six months’ leave to drive 
across Africa with our two- 
year-old daughter, Georgia. 

"Europeans are being killed 
. every day in Nigeria and 
1 3 Kenya by robbers hijacking 
their vehicles," warned my 
sister, who used to work at the 
Foreign Office. 

“Rebel activity in the Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of Congo and 
the Central African Republic is 
sure to turn to war," col¬ 
leagues warned. 

The only way to deal with 
such people was to point out 
that none of those things 
would matter until we had 
survived crossing the Sahara. 

The doctor in the travel 
clinic was no more enthusias¬ 
tic as he described our possible 
deaths: dehydration if we fgat 
lost in the desert meningitis in 
West Africa; bubonic plague 
or ebola in Congo. 

Of course, there were the 
more mundane threats of mal- 
v aria, typhoid, hepatitis and 
rabies. "1 think you’re crazy to 
take a two-year-old.” he said 
(thoughts echoed by her 
grandparents). 

Not that we were cavalier. 

We had sleepless nights send 
second thoughts. But we be¬ 
lieved the pros outweighed the 
cons. Rater's job was so de- < 
manding that he rarely saw 
Georgia — or, for that matter, 
me. What does a two-year-old 1 
want more than the 24-hour i 
company of both parents with 
rime on their hands? In return 
for her Disney videos, she < 
would see real giraffes and 
elephants and lion kings. And i 
we would all be together at | 



All mod cons: the Cox family’s cosy-looking makeshift camp at Lake Malawi. “Travelling may appear to be chaotic, but life soon t a k es on a comfortable rhythm" 



HOW TO DRIVE THROUGH AFRICA 
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Amadou, right; showed the Coxes a splendid view of the mosque at Djenne in Mali 


arguably the most important 
time of her life. 

We got ourselves a Land- 
Rover Defender 110, tore out 
the tack seats and created a 
platform level with the win¬ 
dows. We put a mattress bn 
top, and — voiia — a bijou 
bedroom/playroom with en 
suite facilities la potty). Geor¬ 
gia took a few bodes, drawing 
things, her favourite teddy and 
a doll. fTop tip: when crossing 
the Sahara take pencils. The 
scorching heat melts wax cray¬ 
ons into a disgusting mess.) 

Starting from Morocco, we 
drove south through Western 
Sahara to Mauritania where 
we crossed tire Sahara in 
convoy with two other groups 
of travellers. 
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Georgia helps to dig the Land Rover out of a sand dune 


■ Information: the Foreign 

& Commonwealth Office (0171-. 
238 4503/450$ provides 
information and advice on 
in dividual Countries- At 
present it advises against all 
travel to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and 
Western Sahara and, unless 
bn essential business, to die 
Central African Republic. 

The Expedition Advisory 
Centre at the Royal Geographic. 
Society (0171-5913030), has 
a useful booklet: Sources of 
Information far 
Independent and Overland 
Travellers (£5 including 
part- 

■ Visas you will probably 
have to collect visas as you go 
during a lengthy expedition. 
Travellers Handbook (Wexas. 
£14.99) gives general advice. 

■ TnuasppirtLand Rover 
(0121-78} 6000) recommends its 
Defender.- Discovery or 
Range Rover models, which can 
be customised. Consult The 
Vehicle-Dependent Expedition 
Guide by Tom Sheppard 

(£26 through RGS, abate). A 
coarse is essential if you 
have never driven a 4WD. 

■ Equipment a rooftop 
tent to escape animals; an auto 
water filler which works off 

a vehicle's battery, sturdy 
leather boots (especially for 
children); compass; 
multipurpose knife; a head 
lamp; pens; toilet rolls; a fridge; 
foam mattress; toddler's 
pushchair, a baseball bar (for 
protection) and a baD to 
play with it. to avoid suspicion 
at borders. 
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Kay Cox with Georgia and friend in St Louis, Senegal 



■ Medical requirements: 
British Airways Travel Clinic, 
80 Harley St, London (0171- ' 
580 3047) recommends 
protection against polio, 
tetanus, typhoid, hepatitis A. 
yellow fever, diphtheria, 
meningococcal meningitis A 
and C; ami malaria 
The Department of Health’s 
booklet. Health Advice far 
Travellers, gives details of 
health precautions reciprocal 
agreements and 
vaccinations, and is free from 
main post offices or call 
0800555777. 

Bogs, Bites and Bowels fry 
Jane Howarth (Cadogan. £9.99); 
Where there is no Doctor. 
African Edition (Macmillan. 
£7.25). Books on travelling 
with children include Your 


W e did not dehy¬ 
drate, get burnt, 
get lost break 
down, get blown 
up or otherwise harm our¬ 
selves in the three-day desen 
crossing. Naturally there are 
no roads and you have to 
thrash through the axle-deep, 
shifting sand at top speed to 
avoid sinking. It was a tough 
learning curve — terrifically 
exciting but extremely hot, 
hard work, digging the vehicle 
out when you got it wrong. 
Georgia thought it was hyster¬ 
ical and helped with her little 
yellow spade. That was not all 
we learnt. We also practised 
dune-surfing on a tea tray. 

1 doubt if there wfll be a 
moment in our lives to com¬ 
pare to the one when. 100 


miles up the coast from 
Nouakchott, in Mauritania, 
the view changed after three 
days of sand, sand and more 
sand, to sand, sand and sea. 
We leapt ouL whooping and 
squealing with relief and de¬ 
light, and plunged into the 
water. It was worth everything 
just for that. 

Only then did we admit that 
there had been times when we 
had feared we were hopelessly 
lost and would not have 
enough fuel to reach safety. 

When we finally hit the 
road, the threats and dangers 
perceived m the planning 
stages faded and we learnt to 
trust our instincts. 

The ordy real worries were 
where to find fuel and where it 
was safe to camp. There are 
more campsites than you 
might imagine, but often the 
lavatories were so disgusting it 
was preferable to find a se¬ 
cluded spot in the bush to 


spend the night. I came to 
enjoy the sloppy vegetable 
stews (usually tomatoes and 
onions) supplemental by a 
packet of Beanfeast Especially 
as it was Peter's job to cook 
whiie i set up camp. 

Travelling may appear a 
chaotic life, but gradually each 
person assumes a set of duties 
and life takes on a comfortable 
rhythm. Before long,, our 
daughter was enlisting local 
children for raucous games — 
as long as they did not involve 
poking her skin and (Hilling 
her white hair. The children 
would laugh together without 
having a clue what they were 
all on about 


L anguage was super¬ 
fluous for children, 
but it helped us enor¬ 
mously with the bor¬ 
der bureaucrats, who were 
mostly French-speaking in 
West Africa. !r was often 
tedious to produce documents 
and explain our presence so 
we got off the beaten track, 
where people rarely saw white 
faces and probably never a 
white chikL When the blonde 
Imp chirped: “Bonjour. ca va?” 
it never failed to produce cries 
of delight 

Then, just when we were 
bowling along happily, Geor¬ 
gia got sick. There was noth¬ 
ing drastic. She lost her 
appetite, threw up and had a 
little diarrhoea, so we decided 
to see a doctor while we were 
near a town. Tamale in north¬ 
ern Ghana. 

Having given her a brief 
check, he announced that she 
had malaria. We simply did 
not believe him—she had had 
no fever, we were ail taking 
prophylactics, wearing long 
sleeves and trousers, spraying 
exposed skin and sleeping 
under mosquito nets. He could 
not do a blood test because it 
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was a public holiday. Surely 
he was wrong? Bur when a 
doctor says: “That’S my diag¬ 
nosis, take it or leave it” you 
take ft. We dreaded giving her 
another jab — she had hated 
every one before we left — but 
that was nothing compared to 
the vile-tasting chloroquine 
syrup. 

TWice a day we had to pin 
her down and force it in her 
mouth. More often than not 
she threw it up again. After 
three days — and it felt like 
three years — she was no 
better. We went to a hospital, 
where a blood test confirmed 
that it was malaria. Another 
course of chloroquine torture 
was prescribed. We watched 
her getting thinner and weak¬ 
er and asked ourselves^* What 
have we done?” 

When the last day of treat¬ 
ment came, it was impossible 
to say who was the most 
relieved as we ceremoniously 
poured out the remnants of the 
syrup to prove to Georgia 
there would be no more. 

She had survived for nearly 
two weeks on nothing but 
Fanta fizzy orange and water. 
When she accepted a bowl of | 
porridge, Peter and I hardly : 
dared breathe as we watched ! 
the spoon move to her mouth. 
She repealed this three times 
and 1 do not know how I kept 
calm when 1 really wanted to 
race around cheering. 

Georgia's third Christinas,, 
a few weeks later, was one to 
treasure — and not just 
because Santa left presents 
under a tinsel-covered palm 
tree on the beach in Ghana. 

Sure enough, the Central 
African Republic and Congo 
became ridiculously danger¬ 
ous. This and our heightened 
sensitivity to medical prob¬ 
lems made us decide to ship 
the Land Rover to South Africa 
and drive north to Kenya. 


The most frustrating mo¬ 
ment, of the entire six months 
was when an army sergeant in 
Congo turned us back after we 
had spent most of the day 
trying to get over the border. 

Sitting in Lusaka. Zambia, a 
weekend in southeast Congo 
had proved irresistible al¬ 
though war raged in the top 
half of the country. Our visas 
were valid for one more week 
and Lubumbashi, Congo'S sec¬ 
ond dry, was only 30 miles 
over the border. 

However, 28 miles over the 
border there was a road block 
made of old bits of engines, 
and we did not get past it. The 
sergeant had a rocket laun¬ 
cher on his shoulder. Who 
could argue? 

That was not our only 
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Victoria Falls, 

Great Zimbabwe, 
ManaPoote. 
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Child's Health Abroad: A 
Parenrs Guide by Dr Jane 
WHsoo-Howarth and Dr 
Matthew EUis(Bradt, £8.95). 
and Maureen Wheeler's 
Travel With Children (Lonely 
Planet. £6.95). 

■ Best maps buy them in 
(be UK. Tly Stanfords in 
London (0171-8361321). The 
RGS has a Map Room, open 
II am-5pm. Mon to Fri. 

■ Recommended reading; 
Africa on a Shoestring (Londy 
Planet, l\7.9% Africa By 
Road (BradL £12.95); Londy 
Planet. Roogfi Guides. 
Footprint Handbooks and 
Bradt also offer guides to 
individual destinations. 

Joanna Hunter 


surprise. The immigration of¬ 
ficer at the border post who 
had threatened to shoot Peter 
(but settled for a $5 bribe) 
caught us getting our exit 
stamps and would not let us 
out. He did nor want more 
money. He was furious that he 
had been over-ruled by any 


army upstart and was ada¬ 
mant that we had to go back. 
He waved off our protests that 
it was getting dark, and found 
us a motel. 

We got through, but only 
after Rocket Man had turned 
out everything from the tent to 
the toilet bag to save his 
machismo. 

S outh Africa was a 
straightforward holi¬ 
day where the only 
struggle was to get 
hold of the credit card without 
Peter realising. East Africa 
was a bus tour compared to 
the west coast There are still 
truck-swallowing potholes on 
the roads and you can get 
robbed, but our only real 
problem was avoiding the 
convoys of overfand lorries full 
of enthusiastic adventurers. 

I would have welcomed a 
truck in Chobe National Park 
in Botswana, when a lion 
announced himself with a roar 
thaj shook the ground. Luck¬ 
ily, lions have not figured out 
that ripping a tent is the jungle 
equivalent of a packet of 
crisps. We leapt in with un¬ 
characteristic agility. 

That was the last time our 
lives were threatened. The 
days were so pleasant that we 
began to wonder how long we 
could keep driving before we 
went bankrupt — and whether 
it would matter. 

Occasionally we did miss 
home: a hot bath, a glass of 
wine, the cinema, toast. Once 
Georgia said: “I want to go 
home” and in a Hollywood 
moment I replied: "Darling, 
home is where mummy and 
daddy are." It must have 
worked because she never 
mentioned it again. 

Today we are a stronger and 
wiser family. Even if Georgia 
retains no long-term specific 
memories, the benefits are 
sunk in her psyche for ever. 
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Whales-Volcanoes 
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Why have ait ordinary holiday when 
yon could have an Icelandair Holiday? 

For an information pack, return the coupon or caR 
the 24-bour brochure Ire on £5181 255 7373. 

For reservations call Icelandair on 

01713885599. ICELANDAIR k 
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Such high 
slopes meet 
a great 
expectation 



A new generation 
of ski-tourers has 
created an adventure 
sport that goes 
beyond walking. And 
nothing beats 


the Haute Route 


I [ is April, and we are 
somewhere in the Alps. 
No doubt our guide, 
equipped with maps, 
compass and GPS satellite 
navigation device, could pin¬ 
point our position if there were 
any visual references for him 
to go by. All 1 know is that we 
left Saas Fee four days ago. 
heading for Chamonix. 

The classic Haute Route line 
we are following runs across 
Switzerland into Italy and over 
to France. But there are hun¬ 
dreds of detours, and no 
signposts up here on the roof 
of Europe, where we climb up 
and slide down day after day 
between the altitudes of 3,000 
and 4.000 metres. There are 
no people, no tracks and no 



An exercise in orienteering 


buildings, except the alpine 
dub huts as much as one day's 
march apart from each other, 
across gaping fields of crevas¬ 
ses, up endless glatier indines 
and down chilling, powder- 
choked couloirs. 

After days of sweltering in 
sunshine that scorched my 
retinas and burnt my inner 
ears, we are now halted by a 
freezing snow squall. White 
snow and fog swirl, confound¬ 
ing all sense of direction and 
upsetting my equilibrium to 
the point where, looking down 
towards my (now invisible) 
skis, 1 cannot honestly tell 
whether 1 am moving or 
standing still. 

“Do not,” our guide John 
Hogg says with measured 
emphasis, “take off your skis”. 
Because skis spread erne's 
weight over a larger surface 
area, they reduce the risk of 
plummeting into an invisible 
crevasse. 1 interrupt the 
spooky silence to ask John if he 
is worried. “Concerned." is the 
terse reply. 

As it happens, we are on the 
edge of a sector where the 
crevasses are bigger than 
houses. There is nothing for it 
but to rope up and wait. 
Luckily, the blizzard turns out 
to be the mountain equivalent 
of an April shower, and within 
the hour we are once again 
shuffling single file, heels kick¬ 
ing free in our spedal touring 
bindings at a pace of 50 steps 
per minute, our long touring 


On the roof of Europe there are no people, no tracks and no buildings, just gaping fields of crevasses, endless glacier indines and chillin g, powder-choked couloirs 


poles probing out to the sides 
like insects' antennae. 

Where do you go when even 
the off-piste itineraries of your 
favourite resort begin to seem 
overly familiar and crowded? 
What do you do when ski lifts 
dose, but snow on the peaks is 
still deep, your legs are strong 
and you haven't the heart to 
give up skiing just yet and 
surrender to summer? Ski¬ 
touring is the answer. 

It is the answer to how to 
find adventure in the high 
Alps. It takes you to areas 
otherwise inaccessible (if only 
because of legal restrictions) 


even by helicopter. It exposes 
you to risk (avalanche fatali¬ 
ties are higher than for any 
(Mho- category), and educates 
you to snow structures seldom 
encountered within resort 
boundaries. 

Above all. it gives you time. 
It is a contemplative rather 
than a competitive pastime: 
Although some of the under- 
50s may race ahead, experi¬ 
enced guides set a rhythmic 
pace which is hypnotically 
slow and steady. The idea is 
never to break into a potential¬ 
ly chilling sweat, never to 
exhaust physical reserves 



A14 Day Escorted Journey of Discovery for the Genuine Hmvouer 


^ n the past decade few travellers 
' have visited Ethiopia and we are 
' therefore delighted to be able 
i —arrange for small parties of up to 15 
; participants to return to this 
: fascinating ancient land. Without 
- doubt Ethiopia offers the most ancient 
« cultural heritage of all sub-Saharan 
1 Africa, a land without equal 
j With a recorded history which began 
in the 6th century BC-with the dawning 
; of the Axumite civilisation, there sprang 
k a line of Emperors who ruled with few 
interruptions until the death of Haile 
{ Selassie. Our visit will indude their 
Js palaces in the old 
i capital of Gondar and 
;'i in Addis Ababa. 

■j Chris tianit y 
?. reached Ethiopia some 
l 200 years before ir 
I* arrived in Britain. On 
3 our visit to Lahbela we 
>! will see the amazing 
5 12th century church, 
j hewn from the rock. 

\ W: will visit the island 
| monasteries of Lake 
a Tana and the ancient 
i monastery’ of Debrc 
Libanos. spectacularly 

i located at the bottom 
!_■ of a large gorge which 
\ one of die tributaries 
C of the Blue Nile runs through. 

r ; We will also visit the second largest 
■! falls in Africa at Tisisat. Here the Blue 

ii Nile cascades into the gorge and 

v begins its long journey down through 
j the plateau and on to the Sudan. 

3 Travellers are assured of a warm 
i welcome but must be prepared for 


of die major : 




simple accommodation, poor toad 
conditions arid possible delays. The 
reward however; will be a unique travel 
experience in a profoundly beautiful 
land. Now is the time to visit before the 
large tour operators arrive and die 
nature of the country is changed forever 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 London Heathrow to Addis Ababa. 
Everting departure by Ethiopian Antilles. 
Day 2 Addis Ababa. Morning arrival and 
drive to the Hilton Hotel, set in a garden 
overlooking the former Emperor’s Palace 
for a 2 night stay. Afternoon visit to some 
;; tbe National Museum, 
Africa HaD. 5c George’s 
Cathedral and the 
modem Baroque 
Trinity CuhedraL 
Day 3 Addis Ababa. 
Excursion to the Debre 
Libanos Monastery, 
founded by St Idde 
HaimanoL See the Blue 
Nile Gorge. 

Day 4 Gondar. 
Morning [light to 
Gondar fora two night 
stay. Afternoon visit to 
the church of Debre 
Berhan Selassie with its 
unique murals. Also 
visit Mariam Kusquam 
Church and the ruins 
of Menrowabs Castle, 
Day 5 Gondar Full 
day excursion to the 
extraordinary group of castles birilr in the 
17th century when King Fasibdas expelled 
the fbtruguese and made Gondar his 
capitaL The architecture is fascinating, at 
Biit glimpse it has a vaguely Moorish feel, 
but closer scrutiny reveals the influences of 
the Axumice tradition and a strong link 
with Southern Arabia. Afternoon at leisure, 
or take an optional drive to Gorgora to see 
the medieval church of Debre Sina Mariam. 


Day 6 Rahar Dan Drive to Bahar Dar for a 
three night stay. Afternoon excursion of the 
city, continue on to see the source of the 
Blue Nile. _ 

Day 7 Lake Ema. A foil day aruxaon of 
Lake Tana by motorboat with a picnic lunch 
on board. Viar the Zeghie Rmimufa and the 
Naigi SdassL We will visit some of the island 
monasteries, (it is important to note that 
several monasteries are not epen to women). 
Day 8 Tisisat Falls (Smoking Who). A 
short drive and walk brine us to the falls 
where die Blue Nile thunders 150 feet into 
a chasm. Afternoon free. 

Day 9 TalihHa. Fly to LaEbda, the "New 
Jerusalem" created by King Laflbdain the 
12th century. Stay for two nights. 

Afternoon excursion by mule (approx 4 
hours) to Ahestun Mariam. 

Day 10 Lahbela. Wfe will explore some of 
the monolithic churches, hewn out of rode, 
many of which are still in use today The 

surro unding bndsrap e re amon g st the most 
rugged and awe inspiring in the country 
Day 11 Axum. Fly to Axum, birthplace of 
Ethiopian dvitisanon. Ii is wild A*ar the 
Queen of Sheba lived here in a palace whose 
remains are located just outside die town. 
Stay two nights. Afternoon visit to the Steles, 
the great 4m century obelisks. These blocks 
of ganite are carved in a representation of 
multi-storied buikfiugs, the tallest at over 33 
metres represents a 13 storey building. The 
style is similar to die construction still used 
in the Hadramaut in die Yemen. Also see 
Queen Sheba’s hath, the Tomb of King 
{Caleb and die Tomb of King Basen. 

Day 12 Axum. Early morning visit to tbe 
quarry where die Steflae were taken. Later 
visit Miriamsion Church, remains of the 
Great Temple (all in the church grounds) 
and die Axum Museum. 

Day 13 Axom-Addis Ababa. Drive to \feha 
to see the pre-Axumire ruins. Return by air 
in tbe early evening to Addis Ababa. 
Overnight stay at the^Hilton. 

Day 14 Addis Ababa to London He at h row. 
Morning departure by Ethiopian Airlines for 
hoodoo, arriving in tne late afternoon. 

1998 TO 1999 DEPARTURE DATES 
AND PRICES PER PERSON 

in twin bedded room 

26 October; 16 November 1998 £2235 
21 December £2299 

18 January 1999 £2299 

1.15 February, 1 March £2235 

Single room supplement £295 

Price Includes: Economy class air travel, 12 
nights accommodation m Ethiopia, full board 
throughout except breakfast ony in Addis 
Ababa, exclusions and entrance fees, local 
guides, porterage, services of tour leader; UK 
departure tax. 

N« Included: Travel Insurance, Ethiopian 
visa, airport taxes. lunches and dinners In 
Addis Ababa, gratuities. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
Telephone 0171-409 0376 

t7 djj» a week <bafag aBa bond 

Bcodmreiine 0171-355 1424 (utani 
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which might be required in an 
emergency, and to keep going 
for hours at a time. 

Traditionally, ski-touring 
has appealed more to walkers 
than skiers. The old guard of 
the touring brigade, members 
of the Swiss Alpine Club for 
example, tend to be bearded, 
pipe-smoking, woolly jumper- 
wearing types who wouldn’t 
be caught dead in Gore-Tex or 
on a chairlift 

But there is a new genera¬ 
tion of tourers, including 
telemarkers, snow boarders 
(ascending on snowshoes or 
even snowboards that have 
split in half) and skiers on die 
new, “carving” skis. Cherry 
tobacco is no longer the only 
thing smoked in stuffy moun¬ 
tain huts! 


skis, semi-fat skis like Volkl^ 
Snow Ranger and for para¬ 
bolic carving skis, all of which 
make o5~piste descents easier 
for older and less adept skiers. 

Tactical touring, sometimes 
as short as 15 minutes, is 
almost the only way to get 
away from hordes of offfriste 
skiers fighting for increasingly 
overcrowded powder lines. 
Skiers without skins are forced 
to remove their skis and 
flounder up in deep snow. 
Those with skins can scale 100 
vertical metres in less than 20 
minutes and expand their off- 
piste possibilities. 


Small steps soot lead to 
grander tours. The great tour¬ 
ing areas of the Alps indude 
the Mont Blanc massif, the 
Bernese Oberland in Switzer¬ 
land, the Srubai and Oetztal 
regions of Austria, and the 
Dolomites and Monte Rosa 
ranges of Italy. But nothing 
beats the world’s most famous 
tour, the Haute Route. 

The Chamonix-Zermatt 
route was first negotiated in 
the summer of 1861 by mon- 
bos of the British Alpine 
Chib, though not skied until 
the winter of 1903. The classic 
line of the Haute Route takes 


T! 


jhe generation gap is 
further evident in dif¬ 
ferent approaches to 
descending the moun¬ 
tain. Whereas traditionalists 
regard walking uphill as an 
end in itself—and indeed have 
been known to WALK back 
downhill again — newcomers 
tolerate the uphill slog only as 
the means to an end. Touring 
is simply the only way to get to 
the best downhill sknng. 

Long-range touring requires 
spedal skis, boots and 
bindings. But the curious day- 
tripper can experiment with 
ordinary skis and boots. Most 
ski shops in die Alps hire out 
skins and adapter bindings 
like the Securafix model, 
which fits inside ordinary 
downhill bindings. These are 
ideal for short climbs on fairly 
flat terrain. 

Skins define touring. Origi¬ 
nally they were made out of 
seal pelts, which enabled free 
uphill gliding while resisting 
backsliding. Today's synthetic 
skins come with a permanent 
glue for easy application to die 
bottoms of any ski New skin 
sizes are now available for 
wide body, “Cat boy" powder 


SKI-TOURING FACT FILE 


■ How to go: Mainstream tour operators do not offer 
ski-touring holidays. Ski Weekend (0(367 241636) is an off- 
piste specialist firm with excellent tonring options. 
CoDineige (01276 24262) has a listing of Chamonix ski- 
touring packages for ApriL The Ski Club of Great 
Britain (0181-410 2000) has its own touring packages. The 
Eagle Ski Club (01932 248628) is Britain's most 
enthusiastic amateur ski-touring organisation. 

■ What it costs: Ski Weekend’s Haute Route package 
for £439 includes eight days with a guide (six people per 
tour) flights, transfers, one nighfs B&B 
accommodation (mountain huts are an extra £25 per 
night). Collindge charges from £750 for seven nights, 
inducting travel accommodation and guide. Tbe Ski 
Club of Great Britain offers nine nights for £795 
inducting guide (six people per group) and 
accommodation. 

■ Safety: Ski-touring carries considerable risk, and 
high altitude tours like the Haute Route should not be 
undertaken without a qualified mountain guide. 

Skiers will need: crampons, ice axe, full-body climbing ' 
harness, touring boots with Vibram soles for rock 
climbing and an avalanche transceiver. Among guiding 
firms most experienced in Haute Route tours are the 
Compagnie des Guides (0033 45053 0088) in Chamonix, 
the Courmayeur Guides Bureau (0039165 842064), and 
the Zermatt Mountain Guides (004127 9662460). Highly 
recommended touring guides with worldwide 
experience indude Canadian John Hogg (001250 
3427313), American Hans Solmssen (004127 7717683). 
and Chamonix's Jean-Marie Ofianti (0033 45053 0188). 

■ Coven Ski-touring is excluded from many holiday 
insurance packages. Internationally valid touring 
insurance, irtduding helicopter skiing options, is 
available from Snowcard 9)1327 262805). 


in 23 glaciers and some 10.000 
vertical metres of up and 
downhill work. 

Arguments rage over 
whether it is more scenic and 
satisfying to tour from Saas 
Fee in the east to Chamonix in 
the west, or vice versa. I 
enjoyed better skiing moving 
west, but more challenging 
climbs heading out of Chamo¬ 
nix. Of course, everything 
depends on the summits you 
choose, and tile many options 
mean every Haute Route can 
be a unique experience. 

Overnight excursions intro¬ 
duce tourers to the world's top 
hotel chain, the 2000 odd 
mountain refuges ranging 
from emergency bivouacs to 
enchanting inns found in the 
the lowest of alpine pastures or 
as high as 4.554 metres, where 
the quaint wooden balconies 
of the 104-year-old Rihigio 
Regina Margherita on the 
Italian side of the Monte Rosa 
massif look out over the eter-® 
naf snows. 

For me, views of these 
architectural wonders — 
many built on knife-edge cliffs 
or rock islands high above 
constantly shifting glaciers - 
and the odd etiquette of stay¬ 
ing in them are sufficient 
reason to make the Haute 
Route tour. But another is that 
the Haute Route is the ulti¬ 
mate in one-upmanship. 

Many people who fancy 
themselves on the slopes have 
never been to the top. When 
you have stumbled from a 
freezing dormitory bunk at 
4am on to snow illuminated 
only by your miner’s-style 
headlamp, skirted blue i« 
crevasses and climbed 1200 
vertical metres before break¬ 
fast the question of who looks 
better on some resort black 
run becomes an issue of 
everlasting inconsequence. 
And, standing high on a 4,000- 
metre-plus summit even the 
mortgage looks a little 
smaller. 
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With protected coral reefe surrounding the shore, all you need is a snorkel and 
fins to see die a m a z i ng greens, yellows and vivid reds of the coral for mations 
Tarpon, moray eels, ydlowtail snappers, even a graceful turtle or two could come 
Into view. And at Stingray CSty you can snorkel with the friendly stingrays. 

In this peaceful Britid) Crown Colony in the Caribbean, it’s easy to relax above 
as wefl as below the waves. 

British Airways fly direct three times a week. And holidays start from only £649 
for one week. 
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Breaking 
with a popular 
radio tradition 






As Breakaway 
goes off air 
today, Steve 
Keenan asks 


# if broadcast 


travel is 


‘dumbing down 5 




T he strains of the fa¬ 
miliar Breakaway 
theme tune will fade 
for the last time this 
morning when radio's travel 
flagship sinks below the 
horizon. 

Coffee, toast, the Saturday 
papers and Breakaway. The 
pepW perky 1920s signature 
• tune has been a weekly Fixture 
to a generation of bed-bound 
travellers. 

This morning, they will be 
transported to Moscow and 
Albania as the swansong pro¬ 
gramme examines the 
changes in travel to Eastern 
Europe in the past two 
decades. 

But from next weekend, 
listeners will have to whistle 
their own tune. First broadcast 
in September 1979, with Banry 
Norman as the presenter. 
Breakaway has been axed in 
Radio 4’s current scheduling 
shake-up. a few episodes short 
of its 1.000th programme. 

The show was conceived as 
a champion of the consumer. 
^ the first to cover the travel 
* industry with a mandate to 
examine the activities of indus¬ 
try mavericks and fraudsters. 
Its demise is being mourned 
by many, who are not only 
questioning the passing of an 
institution but lamenting the 
decline in quality in travel 
programmes in the broadcast 
media—part of what has been 
described as a ‘dumbmg- 
down* at Radio 4. 

“Why Breakaway can't be 
kept is beyond me — but then 
I'm not in charge of Radio 4," 
said Jenny Mallinson-Duff. 
the original producer- of 
Breakaway and now producer 
of Travelog, the Channel 4 
travel show. “With a name as 
well-known as Breakaway. 
why not revamp it? Why get 
rid of the name when it has 
proved itself to be popular? 




Anne Gregg, former presenter, on holiday in Malta 


“Why not get Bill Bryson or 
Colin Thubron in? That would 
be fascinating. But 1 have 
always thought travel has 
been the poor cousin of most 
programming and it is not 
treated properly in the sched¬ 
ules. Radio bosses don't realise 
how important a holiday is to 
people in this'country: how a 
travel programme deals with 
hopes and dreams." 

John Bell, a more recent 
Breakaway producer (1988-90). 
is saddened: “There is nothing 
as good as a good radio travel 
piece, what I call smelly radio. 
It takes you there and into the 
culture — but it requires time 
and thought It is completely 
different now. Breakaway 
used to fill a gap. but it has 
gone and not been replaced." 

Breakaway — which re¬ 
placed Away From it AIL 
fronted by Jean BakeweU — 
was the brainchild of BBC 
staff producer Roger McDon¬ 
ald. While originally a season¬ 
al show, its popularity meant 
it quickly became a weekly 
fixture. 

The theme tune is based on 
a - 1920s song also entitled 
Breakaway, which was edited 
to provide the 30-second intro 
to the programme. Over the 
years, u has been .sung or 
performed by Belgian bell 
ringers, Irish folk tends and ' 
Zulu children to herald the 
start of the show. 


■ Radiol ability to react faster 
than television to breaking 
news enabled Breakaway to 
scrap its planned programme 
content on the Friday that 
Laker Airways went bust An 
entire 30 minutes was spent 
following up the story the next 
day, explaining to a baffled 
public the repercussions of the 
oollapse. Ms Mallinson-Duff 
recalled: “Nobody had looked 
at the travel trade and ques¬ 
tioned its practices before." 




Radio travel programmes encouraged listeners to create a picture in their minds as well as providing high quality consumer and news-led items 


M any fed. how¬ 
ever, that the 
programme has 
struggled for 
identity in the past few years. 
Having used two presenters 
until 1990. Breakaway has 
since had a succession of new 
faces — Julian Pfcttifer, Ken 
Bruce. Sandy Gall. Bill Oddie 
and Anne Gregg were among 
those who preceded current 
presenter Pete McCarthy. 

There has also been evi¬ 
dence of a decline in the 
quantity and quality of its 
consumer and news-led 
content along with a reduc¬ 
tion in the amount of factual 
and practical information 
about destinations featured. 
For example, last weekend Mr 
McCarthy traced his ancestral 
roots in Ireland, but there was 
no information about prices or 
travel, as well as no industry 
news. And die number of 


listeners has declined from a 
peak of 15 million m the 1960s 
to around 800,000 in recent 
weeks. 

Ms Gregg presented Break¬ 
away in 1996-97 until her 
contract was not renewed. 
“The reason they gave for not 
renewing h was that they 
wanted to make the pro¬ 
gramme more consumer-ori¬ 
entated,” she said. “But it has 
become less so since then. 
Now that Breakaway is going, 
the consumer content will 
disappear altogether." 

Breakaway’s demise means 
there are now hardly any 
radio travel shows. Going 
Places is also being axed from 
Radio 4’s Friday night slot, 
and Blue Skies on Radio 5 is 
currently off air. The main 
remaining national radio 
shows are Alistair McKenzie’s 
on Classic FM and Jennifer 
Cox's show. Global Update ~ 
ten minutes long—on Radio 1. 

So it looks as though tele¬ 


vision will have to take up the 
mantle of investigative broad¬ 
cast reporting of travel. How¬ 
ever, many believe that TVs 
obsession with glitz and celeb¬ 
rity presenters makes this 
unlikely. 

Ms Gregg said: “I don’t 
mean to be scathing about 
television, but the shows are 
done as entertainment and are 
personality-led. rather than 
presented by navel journal¬ 
ists. You watch the presenter 
and don’t get an in-depth look 
at the destination. It is very 
superficial. 

“Breakaway was much 
more a newspaper treatment 
of travel than television. You 
learnt something about the 
place.” 

The current series of JTVs 
Wish You Were Here...? fea¬ 
tures former Page 3 girl Linda 
Lusardi and Arsenal goal¬ 
keeper David Seaman; Oz 
Clarke is a guest presenter on 
BBCl's Holiday and actress 


Heather Mills was among 
those featured in the New Year 
run of C4S Travelog. The 
emphasis is on the celeb, not 
the place. 

Judith Chalmers, who has 
been elbowed onto the side¬ 
lines by “glamorous” Anthe a 
Turner on Wish You Were 
Here.. said: “Where there 
used to be much longer links 
and information, now it is 
much lighter and more fun’.” 

And the recent spate of fly- 
on-the-wall documentaries 
about the travel industry — 
such as The Cruise, Hotel and 
Britannia — have tended to 
concentrate on colourful be¬ 
hind-the-scenes characters 
rather than consumer issues. 
Finding out about working on 
a charter airline, a cruise ship, 
a hotel or at a resort may be 
interesting, but is a far cry 
from investigative reporting. 

BBCl’s Watchdog is per¬ 
haps the only remaining 
broadcasting programme that 


does campaign for consumer's 
rights regarding their holi¬ 
days — but it is reviled by 
many for its terrier-like tactics. 
Steven Freudmann. president 
of the Association of British 
Travel Agents, said: “Watch- 
dog is one of the worst 
examples of cheap tabloid 
journalism." 


H e is unlikely to be 
any more pleased 
with GMTV’s cur¬ 
rent campaign 
against poorly-maintained ho¬ 
tels in the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic — a prime example of 
important travel industry is¬ 
sues being left to general 
news/consumer programmes, 
rather than given a slot of their 
own. (See our latest report on 
the Dominican Republic story, 
page 35.) 

Given the lack of a high 
quality investigative travel 
programme on TV, there is no 
doubt that Breakaway wall be 


missed. Peter Nunn, producer 
of Radio 5*s Blue Skies, be¬ 
lieves that Breakaway not only 
won over listeners through its 
probing reporting, but also 
put together evocative fea¬ 
tures: “Radio is an ideal 
medium for people to listen to 
what is the most important 
part of their life on an annual 
basis, and on radio travel is 
' about evolving images in peo¬ 
ple’s minds. You create a 
picture." 

Radio 4 & however, launch¬ 
ing a new travel programme 
(starting next Sunday at noon). 
Called Hunting for Heidi, the 
show follows the footsteps of 
author Joanna Spyri, whose 
- *feidi books were set in Swii- 
^zerland. It will-be presented by 
a weather-presenter, Dilly 
Barlow -t. so seems,hardly 
likely to follow in the footsteps 
of Breakaway's hard-hitting 
reporters. 

Saturday mornings will 
never be the same again. 


This week’s near-disaster at Stansted was a reminder of what can go wrong. Paul Grogan reports from a cockpit 
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plane flies oVer the crash-landed BAe 748 at Stansted this week 


C aptain John Barring¬ 
ton keeps a Ford Escort 
XR4 motoring com¬ 
pass on the dashboard of his 
Boeing 757 aircraft 
“It's there in case every¬ 
thing else goes to crap," he 
says. 

In a week when an Emerald 
Airways' aircraft carrying 40 
players and guests of Leeds 
United crash-landed at Stan¬ 
sted, his explanation for the 
compass was portentous. 

I bad joined Captain Bar¬ 
rington to discover what goes 
on in the cockpit of a holiday 
charter jet 

There has been a worrying 
series of near-disasters, the 
latest last Monday when Cap¬ 
tain John Hackett safely land¬ 
ed his BAe 748 after an engine 
exploded on takeoff and a fire 
broke out at 150ft 
The incident followed that 
of a Virgin Airbus with J14 
people on board that crash- 
landed with 15 minutes* flying 
time to spare and minus one 
set of landing gear, at Heath¬ 
row last November. 

Last August two aircraft 
passed within 200ft of each 
other at Heathrow, hidden in 
cloud cover. 

The pilots of both the Virgin 
and Emerald aircraft were 


Sometimes it’s a 
wing and a prayer 


MARRAKESH TO PARIS 

A Peninsular Cruise - visiting Marrakesh, Casablanca, 

Lisbon (Expo 98 Exhibition), Oporto. La Coruna, Cherbourg, Paris & Eurostar to London 

9 NIGHTS FROM £595 ' , 

departing 27th May 1998 , . 27th „„ 8 

MS Switzerland. The ship will call at L ^J ~ ""' ” J " 

host Expo 98. then cruise on to northern Pnrtugail 
Oporto, thence Spains Costa Verde and La Co™na 
heforc amiving in Cherbourg in France. From here 
we travel hv road to Paris to slay for one nifch 
5-stardeluxeHiltonat the Eiffel Tower before return¬ 
ing hv Eurostar to London Waterloo. 

MS SWITZERLAND 

The MS Switzerland has 218 air-conditioned cah'^ 

with full facilities including WC hath. 

hasm and TV. The accommodation is -^d^ r 
darks and the public facilities .nclude a one s'Umg 
dining in a delightful restaurant. a 

Admits Lounge, shop, fitness ( Cenlre.lib^.c^ 

15.739 gross tanna# and has a tomplem 


praised for their cool thinking 
under pressure. 

.But the air above Britain 
has become busier, with a 6 
percent increase in flights last 
year to 3.7 million. So Captain 
Barrington was, as usual, on 
full alert as he prepared his 
757 charter for the flight from 
Manchester to the Algarve. 

His First Officer, Mary 
Gifford, is a former ratings 
officer who started flying II 
years ago. Everything is done 
in tandem, everything double- 
checked. . 

“There must be enough fuel 
to get there, enough to get to 
an alternate airport, plus 30 
minutes in the hold (for car¬ 
ding the airfield). If you don’t 
land first time, because of low 
visibility for example, you 
must have enough to make 
another approach without us¬ 
ing any of the extra faeL If not. 
you have to re-route to 
another airfield," says Cap¬ 
tain Barrington. 

The 757, carrying 233 pas¬ 
sengers. eases out at 9.15am 
across an apron slick with 
rain, darkened by a stormy 
Manchester morning. The pi¬ 
lots check and double-check 
the instruments. “You can fly 
without them but it's hard 
work," says Captain Barring¬ 
ton. Check. 

The plane is poised cm the 
runway. As it accelerates, the 


pitch of die duet increases: 
“Set \2 EPR.” “Stabilised." 
“Preset thrust" “Thrust 
set..." “SO knots...” “VI.. 

VI is the point of no return: 
for this flight 4,000ft down 
the f0.000ft-fong runway. 
After VI the plane is travelling 
too fast to stop before the M6. 
and must take off. If an engine 
is going to fail, pilots would 
prefer it to happen before VI. 

At Stansted. VI would have 
been at 2.000ft for the BAe 748 
heading for Leeds. 

En route to the Algarve, we 
reach cruising altitude. The 
automatic pilot is switched on. 
The flight plan takes info 
account every variable even 
the weight of 233 tangerine 
trifles on board (35kg out of a 
catering load of 1.760kg). 


blue arc of the horizon, we 
scan the sky. “If he gets really 
dose, an excited American 
woman noil tell us all about 
it" says Captain Barrington, 
indicating the Traffic Alert 
and Collision Avoidance Sys¬ 
tem (TCAS). which tracks any 
traffic in your flight path. 

The CAA has insisted TCAS 
must be fitted to all aircraft 
flying m Europe by the end of 


1999. It has been mandatory 
for any aircraft flying to or 
within the USA since 1992. 

A small triangle appears 
briefly on the screen. Seconds 
later it passes beneath us. 
Three miles away, and 2000 
feel below us, a Monarch 
Airbus looks huge. Regula¬ 
tions allow 1,000 feet separa¬ 
tion vertically, three miles 
horizontally. 

“1 had a jumbo 1.000 feet 
below me at Manchester a few 
weeks ago." says Mary, “and 
it looked big. One of the 
passengers who’d been giving 
the cabin crew grief started 
yelling, ‘We’ve had a near 
miss, we've had a near miss'. 
People like that are more- 
hazardous than the traffic." 




A German airline; says 
Captain Barrington, 
has a system to guard 
against panic, “i Ve heard they 
have a ISsecond delay after 
any warning. Even if there’s a 
fire in one of the engines — 
about as bad as things can get 
— they pause to think. I’ve 
seen pilots in simulators panic 
and shut down die wrong 
engine. If you only had two to 
start with, that doesn't leave 
you with much." 

As we talk, ATC reports 
another aircraft in visual 
range. Squinting at the bright 


Run-bf-the-ShipTariffs: Lower Outside £595 
Middle Deck Outside £695 
Upper Deck Outside cabin £795 
SuperiorllpperOulside£895 
Single add 40% to the above prices 

ladsdcc: all transportation, 6 niflhu muse un lull baaid, 2 mfihu' 
jccwnrnoddionrrtmiinlyinffanakc&lLalvtauTuftorrakEsh. 1 
uijSt} m rtns. UK departure in. MVKri« kjwwlnJsaWr local 
OMteLfial iaeUat insurance, dps. shore omwum. Our tumrU 
ComlU xmol Bonking Ion rmurt i stall apply toad rsKrvalmrts. 

0171-6161000 


w 


VOYAGESJUIE5 VERNE 
21 Dorsei Square. London NW1 6QG 

TWHWnrhore L«. AOTAVIWI ATrtUMIB 
IfllemetbUp^www.yJv-coaik 
Out <4<keun-i>pai MunJayliiFiaby Irani i braiul<rin and alncfaTids 
he IrltfAm MWaPansnaKl nun luJLWWn. Fur prrerulvnilun our 
MhxI mbkS un In SpmmUQ»onk. 
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SUnWORID 


DISCOVER the WONDERS 
of Turkey on a traditional 
motor yacht 

Culel cruises from only 
£299for7night$ (fitH hoard) 

Fiv infivmatiiM oil laic Kxdiiriv 
/hsi-uunf- or a brochure tall 

0870 6061973 

iv STC y>n<r local Irtnvl aycnt 


A Land Unique 

FOR DETAILS CALL 0891 567755’ 


£499 

Hong Kong^HB 
Bangkok +Beach 

3 zrisHongKoag, 4 zits Bangkok, 5 ntsCba Ana 

STANFORD, Hoag Kong: exccGem medium class hole] in Kowloon. 
Restaurants, bar, air-conditioned rooms: TV, mini bar. phone, tea/ 
cofee making facilities, heuh/shower. (Single rooms: have shower only}. 
ASIA, Bangkok: good medium class hotel, centrally located near 
Siam Square. Poof, fitness room, 1 M hour coffee shop. Rooms are 
aimmditionedwilh TV 7 , radio, phone, bath and shower. 

REGENT, Qa Am: charming 1st class hotel, set on a '4 mile 
stretch of sandy beach. Choice of restaurants, bar, swimming 
pools, fiuiess room, tennis, squash. Shuttle bus service into Hua 
Hln. Rooms are airconditioned with phone, TV, radio, minibar, 
bath, shower and balcony. 

*lstdass hotel option HKG»BKK,CHA (from £99 extra)* 
Alternative Itinerary: 5 nts Hong Kong, 7 ms Bali from £599 


Departure dates: 


Departure dates 

Price: 

15J29JU] 

wm 3 

ipMa 

£839 

£799 

£579 

07,28 Oct 

£659 

05.12 Nov 

£619 


He prior Modes Scheduled fl#*/Heahnw. UK Dipt he ED. 12 neaccom 
A tno mat). Trarefas. Pnre per person sharing Twin. Not Wimlwt- local 
riejn qv. (HKG: EB appro*. ThaifcinA £5 appro* ). Optional insurance: 

■ £35. BaaJjngoandiuons apply. 

To book, telephone: (open dally Inc Sai/Sun) 

- 0X300 744300 

Fax: 01306 744334 
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TRAVEL TIPS by Jill Crawshaw 


TRAVEL JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 



Go wild in 
Dominica 

MEASURING 29 miles by 
16. Dominica is one of ihe 
largest and most mountain¬ 
ous of the Windward Isles, it 
is also one of the least 
developed and rarely features 
in holiday brochures — prob¬ 
ably because it has Tew good 
beaches. However, it is now 
becoming known as the Ca¬ 
ribbean’s Nature island — 
the Mome Trots Pitons Nat¬ 
ional Park has been designat¬ 
ed as a World Heritage Site. 

Reef and Rainforest Tours 
(01803 866965) has chosen 
Dominica as its first Carib¬ 
bean venture for its land¬ 
scapes and wildlife. A 17-day 
tour indudes trekking in 
rainforests to the Valley of 
Desolation, a wilderness of 
sulphur springs and boiling 
mud pools, searching for 
endemic parrots and about 
365 other bird spedes, as well 
as whale-watching, sea¬ 
kayaking and snorkelling or 
diving. 

The tour costs El ,783 for 
full-board accommodation, 
but not international flights. 


■ A NEW hop-on, bop- 
off go-as-you-please 
service, the CJS Bus, is to 
start on May I. It is aimed at 
young independent 
travellers on a budget and 
the buses stop off at youth 
hostels and cheap hotels. 

The 25-day fled-pass allows 
travelling on any of ten days 
for £169, while a 15-day pass 
covers five days and costs 
£99. For more information, 
can 01892 532060. 

Planting out 

THERE are about 100 
garden-loving hosts, mostly 
in Britain hit some in France, 
who offer accommodation 
largely on a B&B basis (some 
providing dinner as' well). 
They are all enthusiasts with 
interesting gardens of their 
own. and wifi direct their 
guests to other local horticul¬ 
tural treasures. 

The venues range from an 
18 th-century gamekeeper’s 
cottage on a working sheep 
farm with a two-acre 
plamsman's garden in Arl¬ 
ington. Sussex, costing £25 
per person per night, to the 
listed Georgian Thornhill 
Park in Stal bridge. Dorset, 


where garden design and 
practical courses are also held 
(£35 per night). 

The Bed and Breakfast UK 
for Garden Lovers leaflet is 
free (send a self-addressed 
22cm x 11cm envelope with 
four loose first-class stamps) 
from: BBGL. Handjywater 
Farm, Sibford Gower, Ban¬ 
bury. Oxon 0X15 5AE. 

Donkey treat 

WITH a don- 
W l ‘ key as a co m- 
ft g panion, fam- 
H H e illes can ex- 
w U ■ plore the 
B 1 Provence 
that inspired 
the books and films of Marcel 
Pagnol — sites include 
Aubagne. where he was bom 
and filmed much of Manon 
des Sources. and La Treille 
where he spent his holidays 
which became the model for 
Jean de Florette. 

On a four-day donkey pack¬ 
age. “Voyage avec raon ane”, 
families are expected to feed, 
groom and hug their donkey, 
which will cany their bag¬ 
gage and picnic lunches 
between hotels and generally 
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On Dominica lies the Valley of Desolation, a wilderness of sulphur springs 


behave as donkeys da The 
price of Frl300 (about £135) 
per adult. Fr680 (£70) for 
children, with infants under 
five travelling free, covers 
three nights’ half-board in 
Logis de France hotels, pic¬ 
nics and donkey hire. More 
information from Loisns 
Accueil (00 334 9059 4939). 

■ ACCESS to buildings 

not normally open to 
the pubfic and special 
openings out of regular 
hours arc offered by Martin 
Randall Travel (0181-742 
3355). On a six-day 
Connoisseur's Rome Tour 
from November 2 costing 
£1,090. you can visit the 
SistineChapeL the Palazzo 
Farnese and the recently 
reopened Galleria Borghese 
without the crowds A week’s 
Christmas Tour (December 
21-28) of Sicily costing £L2I0 
features the Palazzo Gaud- 
Valgnarnera. All prices 
indude flights, most meals, 
entrance fees and the 
services of a lecturer. 

Corfu return 

THE over-valuation of the 
Greek drachma in the past 
may have done Prosperous 
Isle a favour. Those for 
whom Corfu was a fashion¬ 
able choice until the late 1970s 
are returning to the upmarket 
resorts in the northeast, while 
the package tourists have 
gone for cheaper Turkish 
delights. Patricia Cookson. of 
CV Travel (0171-581 0851). 
believes Corfu has gone full 
drde as the younger genera¬ 
tion rediscover it with their 
children. The villa specialist’s 
resorts indude Nissaki and 
Barbdti, Kaminaki. (Calami 
and Kassfopi. A typical villa 
sleeping four costs between 
£450 and E700. 

Travel a la Carte (01635 
201140) offers four-day breaks 
between mid-May and mid- 
July. then in September and 
October. A mini-break at the 
Yflla Anda on the northeast 
coast costs £269 per person, 
induding flights. 

Travel articles in The Times since 
the beginning of the year are on 
our Internet site. See “ Most 
Recenr links on http:Mwww.tfie- 
umes.co.uk 
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k ahimi. in Cdrfo. is bong rediscovered by a younger generation of holidaymakers making use of villa packages 


PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 


□ FANCY messing about on 
the river? Blakes Boating 
Holidays (01603 782911) has 
several boats available over 
Easter on the Norfolk Broads 
and elsewhere, A Blue Chip 
cruiser sleeping seven people 
based on the River Waveney 
on the Suffolk/Norfolk border 
costs from E97 per person, 
departing from St Olaves on 
April 11. Three nights on the 
Sunchaser leaving from York 
on April 11 and cruising along 
tire rivers Ouse and Ure is 
from EU0 per person, based 


on two sharing. Prices include 
cancellation insurance. 

□ ENJOY the sun without 
thejetlag m The Gambia. The 
Gambia Experience (01703 
730888) is offering 11 nights' 
B&B from £299 per person, 
and 14 nights' B&B from £329 
per person. The price indudes 
return flights from Gatwick. 
transfers and taxes. Departs 
on April 10 or April 14. 

□ WINETRAILS (01306 
7121II) is offering a ski gour¬ 
met programme in FUzmoos. 
Austria. Seven nights' half¬ 
board for up to 12 people is 
E795 per person induding ski 
hire and transfers, from April 
II to April 18. Flights can be 
arranged from Gatwick 
through Winetrafls from £239 
induding taxes. 


□ QANTAS Holidays (0990 
673464) has reduced its offer 
of 12 nights’ accommodation- 
only in Thailand from £549 to 
£499. Four nights at the Indra 
Regent Hotel Bangkok, and 
eight nights at the Sea Resort 
Phuket Return flights, trans¬ 
fers and taxes included. De¬ 
parts daily from Heathrow. 

□ Warner Holidays (0870-601 
6012) is offering walking holi¬ 
days around the UK. Four 
nights’ half-board at Norton 
Grange on the Isle of Wight is 
£139 per person starting on 
April 13, and four nights’ half¬ 
board at Bodelwyddan Castle 
in North Wales, is £187 per 
person, from April 20. 

□ DESTINATION USA 
(0171-253 2000) is offering a 
new package to the Givenchy 


Hotel & Spa in Palm Springs. 
Seven nights’ B&B is £929 per 
person until April 30. Return 
flights daily from Heathrow, 
transfers and tax included. 

□ SPEND Easter at sea: MSC 
(0171-637 2525) has reduced its 
brochure prices on the follow¬ 
ing cruises by 25 per cent An 
11-night “Rhapsody" cruise de¬ 
parting from Genoa and in¬ 
cluding Naples and Rhodes 
now costs from £997 per 
person and departs on April 7. 
A seven-night “Monterey" 
cruise from Genoa is from 
£706 per person and departs 
on April 9. Return flights from 
Heathrow. Stansted or 
Manchester (£55 supplement) 
and all port and airport taxes 
included. 

Joanna Hunter 


r Depaxtues: Monday SApci to SatmtaffAfifB 11.1998 
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When nature calls - but 
the sign says ‘out of order’ 

ESPECIALLY for explorers and mountaineers who demand 
the very best in personal hygiene comes the perfect travelling 
companion: a portable bidet Michael Fitzpatrick writes. 

The Japanese have invented the Travel Washlet for use when 
stranded in isolated and inconvenient areas, such as the 
Himalayas or a motorway service station in northern France. 

The battery powered bidet is filled with warm water, which 
can deliver a steady stream of up to 200c of water to the 
undercarriage for up to 30 seconds. 

John Button, who scaled Mount Kilimanjaro last year, said 
that a heated bidet was useful when toflet facilities became 
fairly basic at 15,000ft 

“On the upper part of the mountain, facilities consisted of 
what appeared to be a fairly standard thunderbox — until you 
lift the lid and see that you are about to sit over a hole in a piece 
of wood with a sheer drop of 500ft beneath you." 

The hand-held bidet costs $100 and manufacturerToto claims 
that 180XXX) units have already been sold. 

• Forfurther information: Sole Convenience . 13771 Newhapc Street. 
Garden Grove, California 92843. USA. 


W hen du3k falls on the historic walls of the Forbidden 
City, a privileged audience from around the world will 
be taken back in rime and immersed into life at rhe 
court or ancient China. The 
drama of Caluf, the foreign prince who 
fell in love with the Empcmr’s 
cold-hearted daughter Turandot, is to 
be staged by director Zhang Yimou 
each evening between September 5th 
and the 13th, under rhe musical 
direction of Zubin Mehta. 

This opulent production of Puccini’s 
opera, performed in its authentic 
>ctting - in the heart of the palace at 
the Forbidden City of Beijing, will be 
an unforgettable and unique experience 
for all who participate in the opera 
event of the year. 

Over the past two decades many 
opera companies around the world 
have sought permission from the 
Chinese authorities to perform 
Turandot' within the walls of the Forbidden City. Past 
requests have been refused and we are therefore delighted 
that through the efforts of Maestro Zubin Mehta, the 
Chinese government haw given approval for eight 
performances. 

In a career spanning almost forty years. Zubin Mclua has 
worked with the finest orchestras and opera houses and has 
always been attracted to unusual venues for productions. 
Many will remember ’Fidelio’ in the 

amphitheatre at Caesarea and ’Tosca* FOR FURT 

in Rome's Gustcl Sam'Angelo and who Telephone ( 

could foigei the Cist concerts of the 
•Three Tenois . The involvement of Brochureline 01 

Zubin Mehta guarantees the highest of 
>iand;irds <ind the sLiging of 
‘Turandot’ in its original setting will 
realise his most exotic ambition. 11 charts simet. m 

The total number involved in this 
production will reach over 1000, with 310 s website 


Forbidden City, Beijing 
September 5-13, 1998 




FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
Telephone 0171-409 0376 

■7 iIp^j Jwtoc, Jieir 1 

Brochureline 0171-355 1424 .'4 in*. 
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over 350 from the Maggie Musicale Fiorcnrino. Maestro 
Mehta, will, as always being paying great attention ro the 
quality of the soloists. A preliminary cast list is shown 

within our brochure. The three rimes 
Oscar nominated Zhang Yimou will be 
the mciteur-en-sccne and the 
production will be very traditional 
making the most of the lovely setting 
within the garden of the Forbidden 
City, with the ftilace as the backdrop. 

The Theatro Communale des 
Firenze will be responsible for the 
artistic direction. The expertise of its 
talented managers such as Francesco 
Emani, best known for his role in the 
Arcna de Verona and the Scala in 
Milan, together with Doctotc Cezare 
Mazznnis, the artistic director or rhe 
Maggios who Ls also well known for his 
great success at the Scab in Milan, 
guarantees a first class production. 

The month of September has been 
chosen as the most suitable time. The weather in Beijing 
should not be loo hoi and it is also a month of low rainfall. 

Escorted Tours from 5 to 20 Days 

Noble Ctlcdonia has purchased tickets for all eight 
performances and a number or trips to China have been 
designed. For instance you can elect to travel on a five 
night visit to Beijing (from £995). or expand your visit to 
include Xian and the famous 
:R DETAILS Terracotta Army on an eight day 
'1-409 0376 tour (from £1655). In addition you 

ne a, can add Hong Kong or even, if you 

-355 1424 ■ ’4 h. 4 *.' prefer, join one of three comprehensive 
escorted tours of China which zigzag; 
across the country from Beijing ro 
Hong Kong. 


11 CHARLES STBEET. MAYFAIR, LONDON WIX 8LE 
IK 0171-4090376/355 UM FAX; 017140*083* 
Aid E-MAIL in Mfou bl * w hjgiiaw iA A£ta 
3108 WB5ITE mnaiilctiMgnacg.ul V321X 


Tours include a ‘Bronze’ category ticket. 
Supplements for higher category seals are 

also available. 


» AMbwi.0800 4588111 f 

BrfT&ftA*WU^(BA)G34S222rLL 

MtoaMr0500146200 ,I ; 

•mJet 0990 292929 


0181-7801444 ._ 

Is 01233 598050 
araw0171-7440004 


Prices shown hi tt» left-hand column ate the lowest putofahed excursion ■ 
fares. PriDKS»w*u fattwritfOtand column are ttw lowest swHaMeltexSite? 
tares wbkb do not requite a Saturday nitfit stay and vMch, In many cases;; 
atou changes or cencdUtion wttwaft penalty, bran cases, you am advtod' 
to dwdrtte reatfetfoas. If aa& 'Mure booM^g. 
AroBsW y lsactaB arenMeA . 







Celebrate 100 Years At Sea 


What better time than the Millennium 
to celebrate the Centenary of one of 
the greatest shipping fines, ever. 
For your bee brochure of our gala 
66-mght cruise around Africa and the 
Spice Islands of the Indian Ocean, 
call 01703 22 62 32 
wwumiOH nrtli trw mm 


Centenary Voyage 
Decanui 1999 - Febiumv 2000 


Great value weekend breaks 
across Europe and farther afield 

245 hotels - 169 destinations 
i March - 30 September 1998 


From only 


• available at 13 hotels 



Per room 
per night 

Breakfast 

included 


^ 


GoahnCauir aoneiu&r 


For res ^at<ons and further informal 

0800 897 121 
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Standing room only all the way to Nairobi 

a ® ri,_ The revelations come in the- A- ‘_____ £ _l._i.•_*_*__ - a.ii _ _ _____ _ L 
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FOUR PASSENGERS on a Bril- The revetarinnc *v 

ish Airways flight from Gatwick to week that AmenvLn^vf- W *5 
Nairobi had to stand all the way uSted Ai ^I Alri,n “ and 
after the airline overbooked the they will maS ^ >nounce ^ 

SE 3E-TC3 £SM 25ff« 

for the rest or the nimMiourflight anStheabfn wSieleSteh 

lhe - v ■TL’!f- r .! te L“ ,lrts - The >’ si 6 " i* turned off Tht Stf 
were offered dnnks, but not meals, move was Drammed hv i^rw. 

Although under Civil Aviation J ££>pSfej 
Authority rules die airline is not months ago. in which a nasseneer 
thought to have broken any laws, died when a UnhedAirih^m^ 

SSSi f^Jokyo to Honolulu SopSd 

a ?f 1.000ft in sudden turbulence. Some 

1ypes of hirbul ence cannot be 
The C AA recommends that pas- detected by pilots in advance, 
sengers stay in their seats, with The overbooked BA flight took 
l ( j! c ? 0 I J; throughout a place in February but only came to 

flight unless they have to go to the light after one of those involved 
,0,icL returned from a safari holiday in 


An ‘outrageous’ case of overbooking raises serious questions 
about safety on board aircraft, Cath Urquhart reports 


Kenya last month. One passenger, 
a 27-year-old London man who 
does not wish to be named as he 
works in the industry, said: “They 
had a business dass seat for me, 
but an American passenger threw 
such a fit labour being bumped) 
that they had to let him on. despite 
offering him £250 to catch a later 
flight 

“1 sat in a cabin-crew seat for 
take-off and landing but for the 
rest of the flight they were being 
used by the crew, so 1 stood, l 
would have preferred it if they had 
thrown me off altogether" 


The man had a confirmed 
booking in Club World. BA's 
business section, but as he had 
won the trip in a competition, his 
ticket was a “concessionary" one. 
which does noL give the holder the 
same rights as an ordinary ticket 
The man said he believed the 
other passengers who had to stand 
were a member of BA's staff and 
his two children. 

A spokesman for the passenger 
watchdog body, the Air Transport 
Users’ CoundJL said the incident 
was “outrageous", "fn theory the 
airline is opening itself to all kinds 


of liability and litigation problems 
if these people had bumped their 
heads during turbulence, for ex¬ 
ample." he said. “Even if BA are 
within the letter of the law. morally 
it’s a disgrace." 

A SPOKESWOMAN for BA said: 
“The flight was over-subscribed 
and new with four extra passen¬ 
gers who travelled in the jump seat 
and/or the crew rest seats. This is a 
discretionary option in special 
circumstances. Clearance for such 
an offer is only ever given by the 
captain and only ever offered with 


a full explanation about the re¬ 
stricted level of service which the 
passenger can expea.. The op¬ 
tion to travel in crew or jump seals 
is legal and only offered as a Iasi 
resort" 

Concerning the offer of the seat 
to the American passenger at the 
last minute, she added: “ 1 f you had 
paid for your ticket and were told 
that a passenger who had paid 
nothing was in your seal, how 
would you fed?" 

The spokeswoman added that 
BA wished to apologise to those 
concerned. The safety of passen¬ 
gers was BA’s paramount concern 
and overbooking, which caused 
the problem, was a fact of airline 
life, she said. 

Airlines regularly overbook 


flights on busy routes because 
travellers, especially those with 
refundable tickets, frequently de¬ 
ride at the last minute to take a 
different flight It is standard 
practice in overbooking situations 
to offer Denied Boarding Compen¬ 
sation IDBQ — which can amount 
to several hundred pounds on 
long-haul flights — to passengers 
prepared to take a later flight 

However, passengers with con¬ 
cessionary tickets are not eligible 
for this compensation. 

The spokeswoman added: “We 
have to have a DBC scheme 
knowing that on particular routes 
there will be numbers of passen¬ 
gers who will not show up, leaving 
empty seats and undermining the 
economics of the airline." 


One of Britain's favourite holiday destinations turns sour. Tom Chesshyre report 5 ^ Goillg gOlllg 


A millennium auction provokes 
an outcry, Tom Chesshyre writes 
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A beach scene in the Dominican Republic, which has been plagued with food hygiene problems. The tourism minister suggested Germans cope better with the country than Britons 

Can we stand the heat? 


B ritish travellers may 
not be experienced 
enough to cope with 
conditions in the Do¬ 
minican Republic, according 
io the Caribbean island’s tour¬ 
ism minister. 

On a visit to London this 
week /mended to quell con¬ 
cerns about poor levels of 
health and hygiene at hotels. 

I (Mix felucho Jim&iez. the 
Minister of Tourism, suggest¬ 
ed illness problems suffered 
bv British tourists could have 
been caused by naivety on the 
part of the visitors. 

-| visited Germany recently 
and not one journalist referred 
to any problems to do with 
food "or illness.” he said. “1 
have to say that the German 
market must be made up of 


holidaymakers who are more 
used to long-haul travel. Ger¬ 
mans are more accustomed to 
a tropical climate because 
they’ve been travelling for 
years." 

His comments come after 
tour operator figures showed 
that 60 per cent of British 
tourists visiting the island last 
year suffered some form of 
illness, including diarrhoea 
(the most common), typhoid, 
cholera, dysentery and legion¬ 
naire's disease. Two operators 
— inspirations and Flying 
Colours — pulled out entirely 
last autumn and Airtours can¬ 
celled holidays for 10,0(30 
people last month. So many 
holidaymakers have com¬ 
plained that the breakfast 
show CMTV has now 


launched a campaign for 
improvements. 

This week, one travel con¬ 
sumer group said that Mr 
Jimenez was making light of 
the problems. Brenda Wall, 
who runs consumer group 
Holiday Travelwalch and has 
received more than 15,000 
complaints about the Domini¬ 
can Republic from holiday¬ 
makers. said: “It is ridiculous 
to suggest that British tourists 
are coming down with illness¬ 
es more than German tourists. 
When I visited the island I met 
plenty of Germans who were 
suffering. 

“The problem is that hy¬ 
giene conditions are poor at 
many hotels. People are served 
buffet-style meals out in the 
open near rubbish bins. Hies 


from the bins then contami¬ 
nate the food. There should be 
a halt to all tourism until these 
conditions are sorted out" 

S uch a move is not on 
the agenda, but Mr 
Jimenez announced 
measures to improve 
health and hygiene conditions. 
More than £62 million is being 
spent to improve water treat¬ 
ment and sewage disposal 
over the next two years and 
hotel staff are being trained in 
food handling and 
preparation. 

As reported on these pages 
in February, hotels on the 
island are also taking pan in 
Cristai. a food preparation 
and management programme 
backed by British tour opera¬ 


tors. If hotels do not meet the 
required standards, operators 
will be informed and the 
hotels could be dropped from 
brochures. 

Improvements are already 
being made; latest figures 
show that 30 per cent of 
visitors to the country are now 
suffering illness, down 30 per 
cent on last year. “I'm glad 
something positive is being 
done."said Alan Flock, gener¬ 
al secretary of the Federation 
of Tour Operators. “The island 
is just the latest tourist destina¬ 
tion having to go through this 
process of improving hygiene 
conditions: Spain did it 40 
years ago and Turkey more 
recently." 

The Dominican Republic is 
now Britain's second most 


popular long-haul destination 
(Florida is No. 1) - 216.000 
holidaymakers visited last 
year. 

Ms Wall said: “It is a 
beautiful island, but it's not so 
beautiful when you’ve got a 
stomach bug. Health and hy¬ 
giene conditions need to be 
improved quickly or the same 
problems will recur this year." 

Travellers’ hygiene tips: 
don’t drink tap water or brush 
your teeth in tap water, don't 
have ice in drinks, make sure 
cooked food is hot, not luke¬ 
warm, peel your own fruit. 

• The Dominican Republic 
Tourist Board in London has 
been closed since earfy 
February but is due to re-open 
within the next couple of 
weeks. 


R egular customers are 
“disgusted" by the 
Landmark Trust's deci¬ 
sion this week to auction off its 
properties to the highest bid¬ 
der for millennium parties on 
New Year’s Eve 1999. 

Anyone who wants to book a 
property must pay the basic 
rental rate and also make a 
demotion to one of the Trust’s 
charity hinds, which will be 
spent on either restoring an 
historic house or building 
stone walls and repairing foot¬ 
paths in the country. 

Regulars — nicknamed 
landmarkers — believe the 
cost of renting a property for 
New Year's Eve will go sky- 
high. pricing out all but the 
most well-off. 

Judith Sargent, from 
Sboreham-by-Sea in West 
Sussex, has being holidaying 
at Landmark Trust properties 
with her family for more than 
ten years. 

“We really wanted to book a 
large historic bouse for a 
millennium party," she said, 
“but we won’t bother now 
because it will probably be 
very expensive. 

The whole attraction of 
Landmark Trust for us is that 
it • makes * these wonderful 
houses available toOhose who 
could not afford to own them. 
This auction means that only 
the very rich will be able to 
enjoy the millennium in 
them." 

But a spokewoman for the 
Landmark Trust, a conserva¬ 
tion charily established to 
restore derelict historic build¬ 
ings, pointed out that bidding 
on its 166 properties is only 
open to those who are already 
on its books. 

“The problem is that there 
are 60,000 people who have 
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Egyptian House in 
Penzance. Cornwall, a 
Landmark Trust property 

used our buildings before. So 
we derided that inviting dona¬ 
tions would be a good way of 
raising money to rescue more 
buildings." 

S he added that the 
chances of anyone get¬ 
ting a property were 
"always small. The first inqui¬ 
ries about millennium book¬ 
ings were made 15 years ago." 

Landmarkers must make 
their bids by May 15; a second 
batch of properties will be 
released for auction later in 
the year. 

In the first batch, the cheap¬ 
est basic property rate is £139 
and the most expensive £1,381 
for a four-night millennium's 
eve stay .Three properties are 
being put in a prize draw, with 
the winners staying free. 


Autumn in New England 




Experience the vivid colours of a New England ‘Fall* in 
September and October on this great value 12-night coach tour .; 
organised by Saga exclusively for people aged SO and over. Staying 
high quality hotels , you explore the region at-its most beautiful , 
when the forests are cloaked in the richest hues, the trees reflecting the 
deepest reds and golds of a blazing sunrise. 

Included highlights \ 

■ Ciry tour of Boston. 

■ Scenic drives along the Mohawk Trail, & 

through the Northern Adirondack Mp 

Mountains, Franconia Notch in the 
Appalachian Mountains and along r 

the New Hampshire coast. K 

■ Visits to Mayflower H, Pliraoth 
Plantation, Morse Farm and 
Fort Ticonderoga. 

■ Ferry ride across 

Lake Champlain. jP«PKpj|Bl 




|| NEWS IN BRIEF $ 

Passport prices 

TRAVELLERS applying for 
passports in person will now 
pay E10. Previously, there was 
no charge. The price of a 
standard ten-year passport 
rose this week by £3 to £21, 
while a 48-page passport rises 
by £4 to £31. Charges were last 
raised in November, 1992, 

TV travel agent 

THE FIRST travel agency on 
television opens at midday 
today. The Travel Shop, a 
member of the Association of 
British Travel Agents, will 
broadcast live to 65 million 
cable and satellite households, 
with 24-hour bookings. De¬ 
tails: 0845-600 3040. 


Discover the Splendours of 
the Mediterranean 

Venice to Athens 13-27 May 15 Days 

Discover the oracle at Delphi, the pretty islands of Naxos and K\ther.\ 
magnificent Dubrovnik and Utile visited Karenin, binh/iMC of Marco 
Me - these diverse and intriguing places are just waiting to hr m ealed 
on a Swan Hellenic Mediterranean cruise. 

Join us as.vrc ocj-Iorc these fascinating destinations through air 
progrannne of tailor-made excursions - which seek our wfutt other 
^ travellers miss. Helping bring every destination *rivUlv to life with 
their informal talk .s are our guest speakers. 

£|§gl tftr travel on hoard the (harming 300 passenger ship Minerva, 
a {bating country house hotel. 

AH-indushv fares start from only £2,7iK and cover not onh • 
flights and accommodation ha also excursions and all til's. 

For bookings or a brochure call 

HJK 0171 800 2200 


SWAN HELLENIC EX 


t»r sec \vur ABTA travel agent 
Quote rcf-A1e.il 


SORRENTO & THE BAY OF NAPLES 

7 nights from £335 half board - based on the lovely Baia di Puolo Hotel 
or for a supplement of £21 per night the renowned 4-star superior Hotel Bristol 
rhiscaotivatififiareaisoneoftiiasecomersof r - l DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 




Prices now from £1049', including- 

■ Return mteronrional flights with rtuport taxes. 

e AM TOUT travel and many excursions. ^ 

H 11 nights' hotel accommodation, one gh 

B 11 American breakfasts. »uides 

■ Services of a Saga tour manager and g 
B Insurance and cancellation covcc 

“Based on October 10th departure. Pr.ce was 41^ 




isinglv different 


0800 505560JS 


7 I-.*-, i' ni,t a i’tvKtiuiv. \U \YiiJ v,':: 0;}! Jrf.iiK tr< 
reuuc-t. wdh .5 hookey. k»rm .:rjd «i«r booian: 

contiiti'.Mi-, which This liniiJav i. sunj'o:t. 

Sjit.i HoOdiUs ktJ. 1 UI.HPOm .t-04°-. 

Folkestone. Kent ( T'j; |)!K ^3 


the world blessed with a gentle climate, stun¬ 
ning coastal roads, the colours of lemons, or¬ 
anges. bougainvillea, azure sea and sky and the 
Italian gusto for life, all bathed in an inspira¬ 
tional light to which the traveller always prom- 
ises one day to return to live. While the main 
reason for a visit is to relax and absorb the 
exquisite surroundings, to enjoy good food and 
wi ne. there are also some fascinating historical 
sites such as Pompeii, fcestum and Capri. 

Flights are from Heathrow to Naples by British 
Midland scheduled seat configured Boeing 737 
aircraft every Sunday. We have chosen two 
splendid hotels - the Baia di Puolo Hotel and 4- 
star superior Hotel Bristol in Sorrento as our base 
to relax, to enjoy their fine facilities and from where 
you can explore the beautiful Amalfi Coast 

HOTEL BAIA DI PUOLO 

Thisisacwy property located righton the beach at 
St Paul's Bay some 4 kms from Sorrento centre. All 
rooms have ensuite facilities with either beach or 
mountain view. Public facilities include a bar, 
lou nge/ktbby and a renowned restauranL 


•vii, •• 


THE RENOWNED HOTEL BRISTOL 

An ideal hotel for exploration and for spectacu- 
lar views over the isle ofCaprt, MlVesuviusand 
the Bay of Naples. Located dose to Sorrento 
centre, the hotel features public areas adorned 
with works of art al fresco dining, a Palm Court 
style bar, sun terrace, aswimmingpool. terraced 
gardens and a sauna. Ail 142 rooms have bath or 
shower, satellite TV, and air-conditioning. 


] 99« Suifcbyi■ T nigh is per pitui in a hnn hekfrd room 

Baia di Puolo Bristol 
May 31 1335 #80 

June". 14.21,38 £360 

July5,12.19,26 £360 X500 

August2.9.16.23.30 £360 £500 

Sept6.13.20,27 £360 £500 

Oct 4. 11,18 £380 jam 

Single supplement JESO £25 

Bay View £35 £35 

bdpfcKinmuui fun. imghbhalfWJ. local ofrje. UK 
ilepvtuA'iak. KMM#BdB±fWifrafKe. Iff*. iJuraimn f.jnJr 
DorbtaBoukH^lonrwjbrtl^ullafipJj’indllrcirft'JltiTni. 

0171-6161000 

VOYAGESJUE 5 VFRNE 

21 Dotsei Square. London r-JW 1 6 QG 

rrartf rnKiMHffa LtiL A&TAV1K1 ATI >L >WH 

Internet http^A»ww.qvxo.iik 

(Airofliirsjm^nMortfayioFiWmrrani Wii 

■nilunifrkff tckrhxw RVA^lniblrein*) »amti,&ll4*n.Fi* 
rw«<*l wruHift hur^n^an luSummcialmraily 
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WEEKEND SATURDAY APRIL 41998 


TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714811989CTRADB 

0171 481 4000 (PRIVAtS 

FAX: 0171782 7824 



ln/efter* 

A^tralia; 

At a price 
fkafV 

Dow* Uriels*' 

tine *on«. 


Perth is our sunniest C f 
dty Down Under. #W^ W ■ 
But getting there for under £530 isn't 
the only aspect of this package you’ll 
warm to. Our special three for two 
offers will also save you money on 
car hire, hotels and days out. Phone 
Auscravei now for more information. 

A 

AUSmWIM 

LONDON: 50-SI Ccn*« SwwLlondonWl 
TdtplioneV^si End 0171 714 7755, 
Kn#»BbrtdgcOI7l AM 1011 Ckr-0171 588 1516 
BIRMINGHAM: 0121 200 IIIAl 
BOURNEMOUTH: 01702 HI 488. 
BRISTOL:0117 927 7425. LE&S: 0113 244 8880 
MANCHESTER: Olbl 832 2445 




WESTERN.AUSTRALIA 

ra«m *»*»« 


ImndQiBoadBvti 
udBnDfliAtfv«7im(Q.txiukiintf Mkh ImKlU hr nW 7*i» Mmb-Jft* I 
>- Auumri to «W>rn®von a- atm* dcnmon or maxi tea *4*0.a> 


EASTERN EUROPE j FRAUCb 


MU" oamn «-*■» 


PLATINUM 


X TRAVEL 


.DVENTIR 


OW DIN 

STDfCT_ CtTL-aU 

MtLBOUBNE /JJ9--/4W 

OWNS -_^JM_.«87 

KWK.-,/J60_/470 

AUCKLAND.f2|2_.£4/0 

DtLN..n»5._£JI> 

BOMBAY_Z2I2 fff> 

MADIAS-1286-/410 

kAIKMANMl.. nMJ._/4J5 
COtOMBQ.—/26J-./J97 


WMw fow «e 

wr offer more 


>l T[>A\el AND FLIGHTS -\i Af f QRDABLE PRICl S 


CURRENT BEST BUYS — special offers 

aw mu o/w rtn South Africa 

BANGKOK._JT240../I6S NAM0H_f2J» tin £326 rtn 

SMGAPOK—/260. .£190 HARAK-/799-./440 Hon „ Kone 

H0NC*0N&_/770._m* JtfflUtG-fMO.../!*} rrffl rt- 8 

IAAAIIA._/26J.../407 CAPII OWN.-1247.-/J65 

BALI_/280.../4SS Mt»CO 017-/280 _£I09 A «iM* thretreboai 

saigon. _f29o.-/4io bom JAi«Ro.no9~ri7; 

CAIRO._/I79-J2I* 10R0NI0-/187.../7S9 "** ” '* n ” m 

BEBMC_I790.../KH NEVTOBL—mo../m Australia 

DURAL .-.iNf.-IMI BOSTON.-/UJ-/I99 £460 rtn 

IOWO-_/270.-/460 LOS ANGtUS-/144- /240 !«** MApioi AMnaJ 

- AROUND THE WORLD - 

I - BANGKOK • STDNR -CAWNS-SINGAfOtl-LONDON £699 

at nibne hem. would Ufortopa tfireCI or with a Wufwrer. * MaUnun Tun* 
vu mare dejBnrfion*. jt dl the ri#v pnem to m»I yitor ggggwfe. 


j, 5 1 .BmEEg^ l 

LONGH-ML:0171 957 5122 siigorf 0171 957 2654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6EJ 

OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 10AM-2PM ucta 


■VtwqV 



TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


CcmpnhenBiM Ptrtbes 
Frtjm £M per day 
No ago fanS, any deahnatton 

SUN SELECTION 

Open Mortal Bern-9pm 
0panSkmlay2pm-9pm 


*01532 476026 

IUAY11. /U\L I11> 


TRAtrU UNTSC ] 


VIWYOnX Cl** SPAIN Lit 

OIICAOO C1i» POBHIGAL L7» 
ORLANDO C17* CfiHADICS £M 
LtotGCXti C21* TUWIY C'-r-t 

OOSTON at* s.Antrce c:v> 

V.AJH..SCTCW Clt» C'JOAJ l~.it 

ATLANTA SJW CARIBBEAN STS* 
CANADA £.TS» HDaco S'5* 



0171 373 8383 


FLIGHT CENTR 

ais::i;' 


WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 


0181 669 8607 

aa 


The National Safes Centre tot oter 100 
leading scheduled airlines, urtth 800.000 
tfiscounl fates to 1.000 destinations. 

SIX STECUUST DeMRTMOtTS - CALL DKECT 

USA & WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS 
017 72 72 72 72 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
01772 727 727 

BUSINESS & FIRST CLASS 01772 727 747 
ROUND THE WORLD 01772 727 222 
HOTELS & TAiLORMADE 01772 727 7S7 
EUROPEAN FLIGHTS 01772 727 272 


l&l oro.9 — 

KTJ sanviAfirggp-ps ^ 


NEW YORK T 1 £205 

CJUJFOBNIB £213 
n»T.t.lL«i £219 

WASHINGTON £228 
DETROIT £248 

5TLANTX £253 

DENVER £264 

POTT.armr.Pg lA £275 
CHARLOTTE S27S 
LA S VEG AS £225 
SEATTLE £275 

ARIZONA £275 

HONGKONG £351 


VANCOUVER £387 

INDIA £3 S3 

BANGKOK £385 

rur-nxirr £376 

MEXICO OTT £104 

SINGAPORE £384 

MANILA £397 

RIO D. JANEIRO £412 
BARBADOS £482 

wxiKMi £482 

HEWZEALRND £582 
PASS £88 

ZURICH £138 


BOSTON Onptstrran 14/4-30/4 * UU 

FLOBNM Qeprs turn 18/4 Ol/S * £2M 

JO*BUHG Oepcsftnm 19/5-30/6 6 £820 

AUSTRALIA Deals than 19/4 ■ 30/6 tr £405 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


WONDER FULL 

EGYPT 

° S-k HOTEL O 

l'H 279 | 

o OkCRUISE o 

o*£299g 


0171 407 2111 | 

I :.!■ I . ' 1^ Vf'i-TrV.vJ 



AFRICA 


CITY BREAKS 


g 01179277727,9832555 


CRUISE & SAIL 
ABROAD 




The Norwegian Fjords 

in “Apple Blossom” time 

Dundee • Nordejordeid • Olden • Eidsdal 
Geiranger • Balestrand • Fjaerland • Bergen 
Ulvik • Eidfjord • Harwich 

* 


iMI 

w, 




FREE COACH TRAVEL TO AND FROMTHE SHIP 
• INCLUDES ALL PORT TAXES • 

Discover stunning scenery and a warm welcome on this 
exceptional cruise to Bergen and majestic Western 
Norway during Apple Blossom time. Visit both the 
Sognefjord and Hardangerfjord and be spellbound as the 
awesome Norwegian scenery comes to you each day. 
All this from the comfort of your own floating hotel 
which transports you whilst you relax and enjoy superb 
cuisine and spectacular entertainment each evening. 
♦Price for a 4 berth cabin after early booking discount. 

Prices in a twin cabin start at only £649. 

Book Direct on 0990 758 758 I - "—--- 

o." toMmtoto on j »**, o«* 

or return the coupon to: j rdame 

Norwegian Fjords Cruise ■. 

■ Address 


TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

Z;'.:5A3'.V£. EO-SiVAfM. 
NA.-.V5IA. ZAf.rSiA. KENYA. 
TANZANIA 3 
S AFRICA, 




Luxunoos remote lodoss. 
WaBang. canoeing, rkfino and 
vehicte sateis wfflj Be wty.best 
gwles. Superti «MBc. 
Adwnlurc with comfort. C3B us 
Id create your ideal saJan 
TatpMM) 823979 Fat B39379 
gpenBanm. NHmtfw .WH SX 


|tna 


EXCLUSIVE 


_i 

V/FRANC E JT.ALY \ 
f; FL7Sf.-CS6 fiTSi.- C^SSr.r.1 
fl C»vP:v.iV« ClSvP.-cJh? \ 
|! -£144 • £23$.- 

Co: I 

Ju’jys- £82 : :*;>> - £33 

- fr £157 Ta.- .-.f- £ie5 




Paris 
Amsterdam 
Brussels 



CITY BREAKS 





For dotoilj :c ‘. 

0990 143219 

euR<t>iines 


many times m 
p a as you See 


lusnranre 

Services 


MCE. Bjrodaaa.GfaB«da. Jerez. 
SerJe. Lttro. lien. Saetnga de 
CiBfo^iGatoaSvaHdcBc. 

JEREZ, BntdoB. Granada. Nice. 
Sevffle. liteo. Sara. Savbpi cfc 
Gnfoek 

7? Sc® Odbtd Street. Lcmdan 
WCJA lPPajOf tend sffat. 

SEVULE, Bagkn.Gaafa.Jan. 
Nice. Laban. Siam. Santiago de 

BARCaDNA. Pfcr.GoBalfaJctet. 
Jena. 5evBe. LUno. Siam. 

Cuidiaiai i4 m fniie.a»l« f ~reWt 

ConpMb.Gaaa^allellire. 
77 New Oxford Start. Lrata 
TO* Ifferjw tovdvpa. 

■ ■idrir ^ 1 

Swan tfeUaaC. 77 New Orted 
Sowl Irednn WCIA Iff or jbb 
tmiagem. 

LBSON, Bjrcdota.Graiodr.Jce/. 
Strife. Nice, Siam. Santiago tie 
CoffndiComSm Hritaar. 
77 ffcw Oxford Sued. Ltadoa 
WClAUVreyore nardageaL 

GRANADA. Bsodoia. Nice. Jeret. 
SevBe. Utfoo. Sana. Saoogo dc 

rinnwh CuttfStoiBcBMc. 
77 New OdDBl Sbscl Loodoo 
WC1AIPP. 

SWTHA, aanxtona.GTtantta.Jcn3, , 
Serffle. Nice. Loboa. 


0171 3002200 



BALEARICS 


FRANCE 


With our ann ool travel insurance, 
you can take multiple tripe 
throughout the pear. 

To enrol, call quoting • 

referenceTlAla --- ___ 

Lines are open 7 days. 0800700737 


No need to compromise 


Pace Court. North Place, - , 

Cheltenham. GIos GL50 4DY p ® SKWle ■■ • 

ADMaon ofFesavr Hclttbn Ltd J I J »jou"w*lpreferrotiDraceiwifcnioDiaiand Oftn 
&RTAUIIU.V I * fcOTiodwr iMn]mrQet.ctoaseildk hare. DTVFN& 


Neivi Loivei* Prices 


BARCELONA-Return flight and first night 
was.£329£jx now £194pp. save £35pp. 


FLORENCE-Return flight and first night 
wasJSAYfpp, now £177pp, save £40pp. 


MILAN - Return flight and first night 
was 1336pp. now £196pp. save £40pp. 


MADRID-Return flight and first night 
was JJtMpp. now £ 169pp. save £35 pp. 


BUDAPEST-Return flight and first night 
was^343p^ now £273pp. save £70pp. 


Prices ore the Invest ovoBnMe and based on 2 sharing. 
Return to UK must be by 30 June 1998. 
call us now on 


01817414443 

or visit your travel agent 


CITY j 


ATOLzna 

ABTAV5I4S 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 0990 437 227 



Baby/Petit Ciubs, f/ini Clubs i Junior 
Ciubs tn certain Summer ’9S resorts, in: 

ITALY. SPAIN, IB1CA, SARDINIA SICILY. 

TUNISIA, GREECE end TURKEY, price 
includes flights S. transfers, insurance, 
meals with .vir.e, children's ciubs from A years, 
most sports 3> tuition, entertainment. 

NS jjss>rr-»r» peyat ! e for Bt-by/Fetlt Clubs 
•Price ‘or Oor-o r etito v.'.-c 12--S. 

C.1> 0700 CUJSMiD or 0:71 531 list 
£•«<: u-.r CliSS £51201 (q-o-.c CitUV - ;?-- 

Club Med 


FRANCE 













: CHANNEL 
: TUNNEL 

: OPEN RETURN 




save money 
.- boo k dwecti 
2000 PRIVATE 

OWNERS ADVERT1SI 


The best choice of vtH* 
cottages, farmhouses, 
apanmeao and chateaux 
thnwgboiu France -many 
pool or on (hr beach. 
For your brochure 
phone now 


0660 66 22 22 - 


Cu-i-c . * ,sll_Z2 4mA 


‘mum 


Villas & 








-^4, _ _ 

>T *%^ 


'“'fife? 


r.® a 
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THE TIMES WEEKEND SATURDAY APRIL 4 I99S 


WD^J **\>* I 


FRANCE 


PORTUGAL 


SPECIAL INTEREST 




ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS HOLIDAYS AFLOAT SCOTLAND 




intimate hauls andflame 
fly~drim koRdays. 

• Grand Touring'and Pazming 
holiday* plus short brooks A> 
Florence, Venire and Rome. 

0181 995 9323 

<RT* * IU; *t™. I«! UTrt 


CrmJA's ITALY 

Offering you all 
that is best in 
ITALY for over 
70 years. 

For «oopy aj oor 1998 
/Want pt Rrachnra _ noKTUGM- * C mrt i w . AD mtmm ■ 

01235 824354 

Gtalia 

TV I- h^emm 1 X I 

<FT»t«l" »!•*> |<M Mi*' | 



- J THE details make it 

ftltirfiv 

WINNER INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENTS AWARD 1997. 
BEST SPECIALIST EUROPEAN OPERATOR 

• Hotels • Vlllos • Resorts ■ 

• Cities * Islands • lakes 

'YYiffSIJjf*/ 24 Hoar Brochure Hottao 

0990462442 

. ATCH.2JW J DuoWI«ftT» 

ABT»V 5 I« _ —-——< 


Escape die aunuortomwidi oar 
unique mteefnndfamhmae*. 

country r3ha trldt pool* md 
cafniiu malt haul* bt irntpodf 
IcxmitrudrrtmrfmAndeatiatmid 
Hatter on. Pha flexible ’Wandering' 
huhdayt W uiiUsrmad* option*. 

0181 995 9323 

aMUTIIW UrOLlWt AITO 


***■ Aw ¥’5- v< s \4cdM Ol 


coupoy- 
j xnd I' 


HOU**^ 


CREATlYfjgCT 

niUJAN HOLIDAY 

0 o as you like-When y»uia^ 

Haw you »e. See )««r ^ ^ 
or call our 24 hour ITALI^/^ 

BBOCWflttHOTliNEON 

0990 437 227 


THE DETAILS MAKE IT 


WINNER INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENTS AWARD 1997. 
BEST SPECIALIST EUROPEAN OPERATOR. 

• Hotels • Villas wrth Pool « Ports do res - 
* islands • Coantiyslde • Beaches • 

Tnaxua 24 w*® Bm±m: **** 

ato 0990 462442 


IBIZA 

aP artments J 


«nrier(apo> 



iT^alhl 

m 

lure t” 

iml 

18 

£lse£ 

174 

* Quqj 


EASTER BREAKS 

From under £23 

per person per night 

(based on 2 people sharing room only) 

Last minute bookings (subject to availability) 
at over 130 Pothouse and Heritage howls 
dotted throughout the UK. 

Call now for your choice of location for Easter, 
from £45 per room per night. 

^1p *!p 

FORTE FORTE 

Posthouse -Heritage 

Offer applies 9-19 April "98. Ce nun cowfiriow apply. 


S Ptmorj hdUdkfi, 
awldnn cotta. Vito- 
r. fla miml vo laMdm, 


ZfmsaSrn 


0345 40 40 40 

Cuotir.g Sister 45 


BOATING 
in BRITAIN 


hateful and beautiful. 
The widen choice on die 
Caotla of EnfiLwd and Holes. 
Fra colour brochure- 

Phone 01302 502 602 

Quote 67453 




RYE LODGE 

The stylish place to stay la Rye. 

P« jny the ddjjilt of chli dniwleB lacdkval Charlie Part & be 
pampered Tor a Tew days at Rye Lodge. Premier puftiea by j 
14th CeareryLaadgate with dunam* views across Estuary j« 
date Rigb Slretl shops and reataanstv Private Car Park. 
SpadoftJ deluxe rooms with cokmr TV, hunrioos mantle 
bathrooms. Room SoTfce-breafcfinifa bed as late as you iOuet ■ 
Elegant surnmndlagE, defidotu bod & wine, relaxed 
atmosphere & really caring service 

Ask Tor oar brochure & Mid Ho&day 
leaDet & then Cnmeaad be spaRl at 

RYE LODGE 

Holder’s CWT, Rye, East Sussex, TN317LD. 
TdH)1797 223*38. FaxdU797 223585. 


OnotamfeTn 
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SATURDAY RENDEZVOUS 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 0171680 6868 
FAX: 01714819313 



vumuuumul 


IO RESPOND TO AN ADVERTISE 


...by Voice Mail When responding to an All advertisements in Reodczvons have the ^ symbol, 
advertiser call 0897 505 503 [calls cost £IA0 per indicating that the advertiser has the feriHty for! yon to 

minute) and then foflow the ample voice instructkms. leave him/ho- a voice message. i 


gv *.A 

ch Tte Tmxs, PjO. Bos 3S3, Virginia Street, London El 9GA. j 


Ikrtbw a OtnakT imrtj* *, Go - 
bnlna > Polo. Tka Tbrnw. 



MUSIC LOVERS 

Partners 


CUcFUUiltus^on 

CntVWl&Swer 


Warwick Art* Ontn 
Sal April lStti 

om ns *211 (OOcci 
• im I5H2* E/Wkmdi 
Midlands' «|7W SC2S0 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


ALL BOX 
NUMBER 


SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: 
Box No... 
c/o THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LTD 

P.O.BOX 3553 
VIRGINIA ST 




dovetail 


• adventure, fun 
and romance 

• genuinely personal 
introductions 

- quality professional 
business m&r&ers 

offices in 

London. Surrey. Sussex 
AvorVSornersel 

0171 4853377 


Dateline 


“The UJl’ s largest 
agency—” 

TnhmciKiT 
For free detail] is ibfohdr 
confidence. Deal N. IMIn 
25 Abingdon Rd, London WS SAL 


0171-937 6263 S 

H*.:d O!*.f'. r 

t Ajo.t £ eve MK-.-iSingicn X 
j( J C.-.v Offitv Cannor: t:r ■ : > 

2 A Louri r.i- 1 ; - AC A S-.t — 


() 1869 324 1 00 * V.EDiA 4fi :OM’A?;Y • IA;7Y:SS • * 


31a Si Jamwa’a Square. London SWiV 


EXECLT1VE CLUB 

for quality 

JEWISH 

# Perwm*lbuodwUm* • DunerPntks 


0 13 1 203 300 1 



"A si it mi in" success rale... 
; Countless Ion" term relationships' 

MAIL ON SUNDAY 

•. x;: Yea wcii'i fcflifvc :»e lypc cl picpie offrett • 
v.r.y ■•>«: :cn= a;rnc snd see ter yc.rsfii. SBtrO 
" -c ccjcciior- and we ccuid c'-o.-.gj yes: list ; wsv?i! 

Vv i.-ili'li!': 01753 830350 0I7[ 499 9626 

/ ( <■>, //-,/i\-. ;*• I! iitm— V/r.v ■ Uiml'iii si i !/’/' 


f‘T.; r J fofjI 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 





c- ~ J 


i V-.. C~ v'. .. ...... .... 

•-S^%Ssa38Mfe'±VS&*S5£''J'. : . fe&+2*&*§k''£.'£Z - IkV - 


“Wmddlneommemi 
the Katharine Allen 
Barton to those thy, 
retiring nudes eat then? 


Nc& Coffins (Spectator) 
KATHARINE ALLEN 
Marriage Bureau 
nnqwaL«tainH 
Tek 0171935 3115 


jtfCTGMir/OMff 

Lesley Hudsan-Jeteop 
(bMM ffiadfanw) 


LONDON AND |j SATURDAY 
M4 CORRIDOR || RENDEZVOUS 
01225482905 


If you.are single 
Don't take a chance 
^ Make a choice 

FREEPHONE 0600 2 22 122 


THE TIMES 




If you need a 
sophisticated mule 
companion for any 
function, occasion or 
family event, afl 
01714375580. 

Choose your pan 
rime partner from 
A Man On Your Ann 
and you will go to' 
the 


A TRUE STORY 


My name is Richard Alun Jenkins. Back in 19851 could not find an 
introduction service that I would join. They were small and rather ‘down market*. So 
1 set about creating the finest introduction service there has ever been. I built in all 
the features I was looking for as a customer. Straight answers to my questions, 
membership restricted to people you could be proud of. a minimum service 
guarantee, a wide choice of top quality people, and a refund guarantee so there was a 
way out ir the service failed to meet my expectations. 

The Executive Club was born. Since 1985 it has moved the boundaries of t , r , 

introduction services from the 'sad and lonely* to a superb way successful people 
meet each other. Top people always were introduced to each other. Changes in social structure and higher 
lifestyle expectations mean that you need a wider choice of people from which to choose your soulmate. The 
Executive Club of St James's is the best way 1 know of meeting quality people and has no equal Providing you 
can reach our screening standards we can offer you a superb choice of unattached people. We can sit yon down to 
dinner with attractive, intelligent successful people. We can’t of course make them like you. for that you will 
need social skills and personality. We are not for casual relationships. A prerequisite for membership is that you 
must be looking for someone special. 

Our members range from well spoken secretaries to international business people. We have 16 levels of 
memberships from £40 to £7.500 tone day's pay for some of our members). 

If you would like to know more about the finest introduction service money can buy. please call and talk to 
myself or one of my 25 dedicated staff. 


APRIL ALONE? 

Ufa cotdd be more fan if jroo caB 

Pssand tnonkafans aid Enchanted burinp 
far atnctne profesfanl people. 

Fleam caB Cfcvjl Bream 

aim 01713515535 



t&EXECUTIYEcm 

BRIGHTON 

Marina 

For Introductions in Sussex 


01273 818100 


Country Partners 

A tody interesting Ufa changing experience 
when you join this highly confidential, 
professional 
Introduction Bureau. 

Senstote membership fee 
Age range 27 to 80 


<-al! Heiilher flchur Pc.cv 


01432 342204 


CiuS 


Since 1985 popkafqaaStj have fcemintrafBcalifcwigAwm 
itimtaiOTi jennet fft twite mmbmkip to coBpfawntBWJfCfrt^^ 

• fterewal ffi&odiicfons prtfessiemlsmtiteUK. • Social events * 


0171 499 8833 


E.C. 


07000499 8833 930am to 930pm 
Personal Introductions and high quality social events. 


E.C 


WHY E.C.? Quto abapl* h because wa wb wa at the Execstfee Club of Si Janes* hen a near irt&nBsd 
choke at M0i quefty m s w he ie We gmren fas you tM choke from Kt LEAST 2S matched ACTIVE mwntoe n in One ihw iB i s or 
REFUND YOUR FEE. (00 mm* may otter to mSend your menMmHp parted awn H you hen oedy had one date In a veer). You are a 
mentor lor Be. Ity us lor dbt weeks and i YOU donft agme «e are the facet aantee than Ik wrt mtand your feeicmmde mq other 
dating Banka In the worid-audits Bn ipaBy of oar sanrfca; and a artde choke of high quatftyaocial events each mordh. 

EC. THE BEST THB1E B - Off YOUR RE REFUNDS) . 

BtHdUnw. Bf kto j r»i a r , London - RaB tfab, Edgaram and U n o uid i out ttm UK. 



0117 97-3 


* rff w 

2 -• 



(ffl 


YiTU? 


To Place 
by Phone _ 


by Phone by post, fax or email 

_ Post: please attach, your wording to tbe esnpan aqjncesri- 

0171 4R1 4000 Adrertfae far only £B23 per Erne and nain^e box tfaarge of 

"IUA £11.75, (box somber is open-28 days) 

Afl advertisers wiB now receive postal rq&s ad mice ma8 response bdSfy at bo extra charge. 

TO RESPOND TQ AN AD-.. 


by Voice Mail 

When respomdii^ to an advertiser. 
caO 0897 505 563 (calls cost £J JQO per minute at all 
anus) and then fofiow the dmple voice iu d iu t ri iw- 


AB postal) 
c/o Tbe 


by Post 

sbnU be addressed to Box No.... 
i, PjO. Box 3553, Virginia Street, 
London El 9 G A. 


Fax; 0171 -&1 9315 tar Rmnl, I Jgi.ltaH (S)nMi dntmnk . 


tj» 


PWr CODEs 

Tkl (DAY): 

CARDNO: ACCESS ° ^SAQ 

^ATURt 
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games • 39 


THE LISTENER CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE 


No 3456: Spot the Theme by Third Man 


by Robert Sheehan 
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ONLY THE horizontal bars are shown: to complete the puzzle solvers are required not only to enter a later in 
each square as usual but also to insert the vertical bars, which are such that the grid would appear the same if 
turned upside down. All dues are normal and are presented in normal order, except that four across dues lead 
to solutions from which a thematic dement must be removed before they are entered in the grid and six 
thematic five-letter across lights (one of them consisting of two words) are undued; spotting the theme will 
enable solvers to complete the puale. 

ACROSS 3 You could find this in a small Scottish loch? 

The French adored Thatcher?That's out of the question! .£) ... . „ 

Typified by characters that stand out. like volunteers 4 Regularly buy and sell (6) 

appearing in an outlandish trick _ 5 A drink? Only a single (3) 

Street bisected by a Roman square — indeed a perfect 6 Like a form of line traced erratically round grain 

atample of the genre crop in the past (13) 

Add Aaron anf a mitre together for a— r nxJman 7 The penultimate letter of the alphabet is 

Vote with anX — or maybe with an imprint of the... encapsulated bvYG) pnaon 

Thumb,.Lydia; that puts it simply o o.,i. n- rj nrinn m 

The gram harvest fromfthe bran of) an (unlikely) a Hostfluymarks such a reception (4) 

Asian country 9 Israel abuses me as a type ofAsian moolah (4) 

French creator of a series eels his laughs by flipping his 1 0 Strippers? Yes, first hem of dress is east off 

Lid? Just the opposite! (2 words) (10) 

Trial state of separation initially after tying the knot in I! Coins of high quality in former use? Just so —or 

her teens . J just the opposite (5) 

A game that involves a sldtiie . 12 With a toudi of pity not sadism do spare the rod; 

I come oar of my shell; just a semi-appearance I Ve grown up with a voy thin skin (10) 

transforms me It PiwfTinn+msn Wmr>o Pnmmhint 


TODAY'S hand was played in a 
dub duplicate. My old partner 
Chris Dixon says nobody succeed¬ 
ed in making Six Diamonds. 

Dealer North Lowe an Pairs 


• J7 

V 01084 

♦ - 

♦KQJ10S63 



♦ Q 1096 
*93 

♦ J 665 
*9 7*5 



LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3456 
in association with Water-stone's 
NAME... 

ADDRESS..... .. 


Of itself a feature of casuistry 

Wet even if one's not dysphonic 

A mass of ice cream's melting its mass away 

Brings old iron to smithy initially 

In me French army corporal punishment is 

administered here 

You'll find me inside undies — one of many there if 
you're not patient! 

Bones fitting most of a pit 

In a state shortly before filial generation (2 words) 

More than haJfof a hoof is a nomy plate 


fa hoof is a 


generator 

nomy plat 


Cut out and send the completed crossword and coupon above to The 
Listener Crossword No 3456,63 Green Lane, St Albans. Hertfordshire 
AL3 6HE, by Thursday. April 16. 


By being sliced fresh lyebread’s crisp when fined 
After dousing the source of blazing flames well bring 
you the ashes 

A secret schemer, descendant of Irish American 

bronco buster, perhaps 

The shape of one letter or of another 

DOWN 

1 Cabaret turn? No mere cabaret turn (3) 

2 The British equivalent of the US hike in gold 
produces a speculator (9) 


3 You could find this in a small Scottish loch? 

(4) 

4 Regularly buy and sell (6) 

5 A drink? Only a single (3) 

6 Like a form of line traced erratically round grain 
cropm the past (13) 

7 The penultimate tetter of the alphabet is 
encapsulated by Y (3) 

8 Hostility marks such a reception (4) 

9 Israel abuses me as a type of Asian moolah (4) 

10 Strippers? Yes. first hem of dress is cast off 

m 

U Coins of high quality in former use? Just so — or 
just the opposite (5) 

12 With a touch of pity not sadism do spare the rod; 
f Ve grown up with a very thin skin (10) 

13 Wee Free Churchman perhaps? Wrong. Compatriot 
of Wee Free (4) 

14 English queen espousing early English clothes in 
early times (6) 

15 Troublcsome acne — it offers palliative (6) 

16 Discoloration in most feather is sanctioned 
P) 

17 Once a means of preserving the last of the local 
• strain (5) 

18 Design tartan mat with lower half reflected 
(4) 

19 Tea from China, or another country. Uruguay 

20 Youll find unfinished under finished (4) 

21 Banks are into telecommunications equipment (4) 

22 Spur on back of leg rubs on pinions (4) 

23 Drink — the drink’s where youll find me with wife 
in tow (3) 

24 Electric current bridging the gap in the middle? 
Right p) 

25 Half a set of 6, and 1 per cent of 9 p) 


•A3532 

*AK5 

♦ A K-J 2 

♦ A 


*K4 
*J762 
tQ 10973 
+ 42 


When the 40 trump break is 
revealed, you can still try for a M 
spade break. Best is to play the ace 
of spades and a spade to the king, 
and then ruff a dub low. Ruffing a 
spade reveals the suit is 4-2, so it is 
not possible to ruff out the suit and 
draw trumps. But declarer now- 
takes two top hearts, ruffs another 
spade and exits with a third heart. 
That leaves this position: 





«ATE ATKINSON 




WATEKSTONE’S 

The winner will receive 
a Waterstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up will each 
receive a book token 
worth £10 

Waiersone's first opoied a bookshop in 1982, and now has a branch in abnosi every 
major town and city in the UK and Ireland. Each of its 100-odd branches has at least 
50.000 tides in stock and can order any book currently in print in the UK Outcf-Frint 
Booksearch. 01892 522700. Mailing Service and Signed First Editions. 01225 448596. Rjt 
your nearest branch ofWaierstane's. call 01225 448595. 


CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 



Solution and Notes for No. 3453 

The lnbetweeoies by Tbeod 

SBDEIBiDIIBIIDE 

The thematic clues all lead to answers which 

0 HDDS tiDlTEDEn 

the two words that form ihe portmanteau. 


ACROSS DOWN 

9 slUM/SUBurb ii glGA/Miilion 

HilHBBnaanHiiig 

10 bulL/ENgine 14 poTATO/TOmato 

lIBBBBBBBBilBB 

28 mediCAL/care 

BBBBBBBBBBBD 

34 liON/TZger 

dlBBBBBIlDdBBB 

Hie winner is Mrs R Rogers, of Swaflham. 
Norfolk. Hie runners up are C.G.Laldng. of 

H B iS B ifiSBBBHBli 

Hampton Hill. London: Maurice Zeegen, of 
Eastcote. London: J. Conor of Thamesmead. 

3HHHKIHBH1WHHH 

London; R.F. Zobel. of Watchfield, Swindon. 

K.T. Norton, of Cheltenham, Gloucester. 

SBBBBnBiinBBia 

OFor 1997 crossword statistics and personal 

dBBHBBBBBBBB 

c/o 63 Green Lane, St Albans. Herts AL3 6HE 
Please keep separate from puzzle entries. 


Contract: Six Diamonds by South 
Lead: king of dubs 

After North opens Two Clubs and 
South responds Two Diamonds. 
West comes in with Three Clubs. 
Thereafter North-South have an 
uninterrupted sequence to Six Dia¬ 
monds. It is a good contract — there 
are ten top tricks and if trumps are 
2-2 there are two ruffs in dummy: if 
trumps are 3-1, the twelfth trick 
may come by setting up the fifth 
spade. Even if the spades do not 
behave, there are chances in beam. 

So after winning the club lead it 
is correct to start by laying down 
the ace of diamonds. On this West 
shows out. discarding a club. Ifyou 
play on spades East turns up with 
four. Try it yourself from here 
before reading on. The East-West 
cards are shown at the top of the 
next column. 


WORD ANSWERS 


Answers from page 40 
GAWSY 

(c) Well dressed and/or jolly-loolting. 
The word is of unknown origin, but may 
be Scbnish. It appears in the book 
Edinburgh's Salute to Lord Carnarvon 
in 172th “ I look nae half sae gawsy." 

GROUZE 

(a) To devour or eat with a crunching 
sound: “I cant abide him. he growses his 
meal like a pig” The South Cheshire 
Glossary of 1887 gives a fuller definition: 
To munch. e.g. walnuts or anything 
else of which the crunching sound can be 
heard in the process. Thus we might 
speak of pigs grouting raw potatoes.” 

GRUNCH 

(bj Tb grumble, to object or to express 
discontent The term is of some age. as it 


E v- 
♦ JB6 

_J +- 


West is on lead, but it would be the 
same if East was. There is no way- 
defence can stop declarer making 
three more tricks on a crossruff. 

Did you spot the critical play? If 
was taking the dub ruff early, ff 
you play ace. king and another 
heart before taking the club ruff. 
West plays a fourth heart. East 
discards his clubs on the third and 
fourth rounds, and dummy's small 
trump never scores. 


appears to originate from the 15th 
century: “Meek in troubiU. glad in 
pouene... Neuir grunching. bot men.' 
lik ihi degre.” 

GU1LLEMIN 

(a) The name given to a hermit of the 
order founded by the followers of Si 
William during ihe 12th century. 


TWO BRAINS 


Answers from page 40 
Question 1: 

Churchill, Macmillan, Wilson and 
Callaghan were ail British Prime 
Ministers. The odd one out is 
Cromwell, who was Lord Protector 
Question 2; 

Shakespeare's Macbeth, from the 
speech “Is this a dagger.. 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


byTimWapshott 


THIS year's Varsity match be- 
nveen Oxford and Cambridge 
seemed to be heading for a rare 
draw. Oxford finally gained victory 
when grandmaster -. Dharshan . 
Kumaran outplayed his Less expen-. 
enced opponent- Here are the 
results; the respective colleges of 
players are in brackets and Oxford 
is mentioned firsL 
Dharshan Kumaran (Green) beat 
Mark Ferguson (Queen’s) 1-0: 

Jonathan Ramon (Keble) beat Brian 
Kelly (TUnity) 1-0; 

Bqyan Tonkov (Jesus) was beaten by 
Harriet Hunt (St John’s) O-l: 

Maxim Devereaux (Brascnose) tied with 
Aron Cohen (Queen's) Draw: 

. Aleksander Trifunavic (St Anne’s) tied 
with David Moskcmc (Queen’s) Draw: 
Oliver Kosten (Somerville) beat Jack 
Rudd (Girtoni 1-0: 

Joel Ouaknine (St Cross) beat Ben 
Morgan (Magdalene) bO:- 
Emily Howard (Lincoln) was beaten by 
Stuart White pesos) 0-J: 

Total: 5-3 

White: Mark Ferguson; Black. 
Dharshan Kumaran 
Varsity Match 1998 
Caro-Kann Defence 
1 64 c6 2 d4 d5 

3+5 c5 

This is dubious, since Black has 
difficulties in regaining his pawn. 
The norma) move is 3... BfS. 

4 dxc5 e6 5 Be3 Nh6 

6 C3 Nc6 7 BbS Bd7 

8 Bxc6 

If White wishes to retain his pawn. 
this is essential. If instead 8 f4 then 

5 ... Nxe5 recaptures the pawn in 
any case, the tactics working out in 
Black’s favour. 

8 ... Bxc6 9 Nf3 Nf5 

10 Bd4 a5 11 0-0 »4 

12 Nbd2 g5 13 g4 

Weakens White’s kingside but he 
hopes to fend off Black'S bishops. 

13 ... Nxd4 14 CXd4 h5 

IS ft3 hxg4 16 hxg4 Qc7 

17 Kg2 0-<M) 18 b4 

Seizing a second pawn by 18 NxgS 
would be risky after 18 ... Bh6 
followed by ... Rdg8. White 

should be frying lo reduce Black's 
kingside counterplay, eg. by Rhl. 

18... f5 

The beginning of ominous counter- 
play for if 19 exfb then 19 . -. Qf4. 

19 Rhl Be7 20 Qe2 


20... - txg4 
22 Nxg4 


21 Nh2 


m f 




Now comes the horrible surprise. 

22 ... BbS 

An unpleasant activation of an 
apparently dead piece. After 23 
Qxb5 Rxg4+ Black is well in the 
game, so White must retreat 

23 Qdl Rf8 24 f3 Bd6 

25 Nfl Qf7 26 Nfft2 Qf4 

27 a3 Rfh8 28 Qgl Bd3 

29 Qf2 BfS 30 Qg3 

White surrenders his extra pawn. 

30 .... 0x44 31 Radi Qb2+ 

32 Qf2 Qxf2+ 33 Hxf2 Rc4 
34 Nhg4 Rxhl 35 ftxhl Rc3 
36 Ral 


ONE OF tire biggest names in 
video gaming, is also its most 
curvaceous and stylish — Tomb 
Raiders Lara .Croft Today the 
Juscious Lara joins Weekend for 

wanin^fon 
Cyberspace Forty-Two offers 
£5.000 worth of prizes, including 
exclusive Lara Croft memorabilia 
and stacks of bestselling Eidos 
Interactive titles. 

For the past two years, Lara 
Croft's graceful run at the top of 
global gaming charts has made her 
one of the country’s best exports. 
For her British owner, Eidos Inter¬ 
active, -she is the jewel in its 
increasingly impressive line-up of 
titles. Eidos has reinvested profits 
well and 19% promises to be a 
bumper year for the company. 

Its Tomb Raider business aside 
for a moment it has already 
released the great-looking flight 
simulator Flight Unlimited 11. 
Next up — and in stores immin¬ 
ently — wifi be Deathtrap Dun¬ 
geon. a slick Doom-style caper, and 
by the autumn it should release the 
long-awaited PC conversion of last 
Christmas’s Japanese PlayStation 
hit Final Fantasy VU. 

But Eidos's biggest asset remains 
the phenomenally successful Tomb 
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Tomb Raidert star Lara Croft joins Weekend for Cyberspace Forty-Two 


Raider brand and those rich pick¬ 
ings keep pouring in. Fbr months 
even Hollywood has been trying to 
woo Lara Croft, and Eidos Inter¬ 
active recently announced that the 
busty Brit has been snapped up by 
Paramount Pictures. Now the Lara 
Croft movie vehicle is being rushed 
into production while the search is 
on to cast the perfect Lara. Front¬ 


runners are said to include tiz 
Hurley and Rhona Mitra who 
presents the Pepsi Chart Show. 

Meanwhile, sales of the games 
continue to soar. Now shipping, 
with PC CD-Rom copies of Tomb 
Raider U is a special-edition mer¬ 
chandising pack: Lethal, Loaded 
and Irresistible: Everything You 
Ever Wanted From Lara Croft. As 


well as the sequel game, this 
includes a Lara T-shirt. Lara 
mousemaL Lara playing cards. 
Lara pictures and a Lara sticker. 
But Weekend is going not one but 
three times better for Cyberspace 
Fbrty-Two. as three lucky readers 
will scoop the ultimate in Lara 
Croft chic. 

First, our trio will receive an A3 
Lara Croft artwork original, like a 
cartoon or storyboard used in 
making the game, signed and 
framed. Next, each gets a limited- 
edition Lara Croft flying jacket 
The brown leather jacket has a 
picture of Lara painted on the back 
and is worth £200. Our winners 
will also pick up the Lethal Loaded 
and Irresistible pack plus a further 
ten great Eidos Interactive titles — 
a mix of PlayStation and PC CD- 
Rom formats for optimum family 
fun. 

Even our ten runners-up will 
walk away with magnificent prize 
bundles. They will each receive a 
navy blue Eidos Interactive fleece 
jacket plus the same software 
stacks as our main winners. 

Cyberspace Forty-Two is Hal’s 
Revenge — Two Thousand- and 
Gone, the dreamchjJd of reader Jim 
Byrne from Liverpool, one of our 
three Cyberspace Forty-One win¬ 


ners announced last week. To 
enter, you must imagine that you 
are on a life-support machine and 
HAL. “the thinking computer", 
derides to turn you off. You have 
four minutes to convince him to 
turn you back on. In no more than 
150 words, continue the .following 
conversation in the funniest pos¬ 
sible way: “Don’t do it. HAL.. 

Equally important is the second 
part of the competition. Who would 
you deem most unsuitable to play 
Lara Croft in the live action movie 
spin-off and why? So far, sugges¬ 
tions in the office have ranged from 
Melinda Messenger. Christine 
Hamilton and Janet Street-Porter 
to Eddie Izzard and Michael 
Jackson. 

Your entry must include your 
name, address and telephone num¬ 
ber. Since Tomb Raider 11 carries a 
15 certificate, if you are younger 
please get your parents’ permission 
before entering and indude your 
age in your details. Postal entries 
should be sent to Cyberspace Forty- 
Two. Computer Games and Pas¬ 
times. Weekend. The Times, I 
Pennington Street. London El 
9XN. E-mail entries should be sent 
to cyber@dircon.co.uk. The compe¬ 
tition doses on Tuesday. April 21. 
Times competition rules apply. 


NEW SOFTWARE 
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With Black's attack reduced after 
the exchange of queens and with 
material equality. White's blockade 
must have given him ideas of 
salvation. But Black’s next move 
ruptures the queenside phalanx 
after which the fierce activity of 
Black'S bishops guarantees victory. 
36... b6 ' 37 C3tb6 Bxb6 

38 Ka3 Bd4 39 Rdl Bb6 

40 Ral Bd4 41 Rdl Bxf2+ 


ABLE TO hover at speeds over 
I land or water, in reality a jet bike 
I would be terrific fun to play with, 
especially in open landscapes with 
few dangerous obstacles like rocks 
and mountains. 

Sadly in jd rider Z for the 
PlayStation, the tracks tend to be 
littered with natural obstacles so 
that the raring experience is treach¬ 
erous rather than tantalising. 

There are plenty of choices. Some 
jet bikes are all acceleration and no 
handling but one or two are better 
balanced. The courses all look good 
and can be raced against a human 
or computer opponent. Head into 
curved bends at speed and talented 
players somersault spectacularly 
before gracefully continuing on 
I their way while others will crash 
and the rider will be flung from the 
i machine, costing valuable seconds. 



Take the bends in jet rider 2 

Warrior 11 addressed the problem 
to some extent but still you felt as if 
you were going into battle wearing 
Centrepoint 

Activision's latest spin in this 
genre is Heavy Gear, in which the 
walking fighting machines are 
smaller and decidedly more nimble 
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plausible, but he is setting himself 42 NxK Rxa3 
up for a nasty trap. White resigns 

would have been more. even bend, despite being made 

Instead of so many increasingly from steel. _or crouch down if 
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by Raymond Keene 

Black to play. This position is from 
the game Spiridonov — Krogius, 
Sochi 1973. 



b c d e f g b 


Black is two pawns uuwu uui ■>«-> 
fantastic compensation as his 
pieces are all very acove and 
White’s kingside is badly broken 
up. How did Black demonstrate the 
advantages of his position? 

The first correct answer drawn 
on Thursday will win a year? 

subscription to the Staunton Soci¬ 
ety Answers, on a postcard please, 
addressed to Winning Move com¬ 
petition. The Times. \ Pennington 
Street. London E19XN. 

The answer will be published 

next Saturday. 

Solution to last week's competition. 

The winner is Peter Petne, of 
Dunstable. Bedfordshire. 


add pro. like power ups and ways 
of arming riders with weapons or 
more imaginative tricks — gas 
bombs to slow down or temporarily 
freeze where would work well 
■ Verdict 6 out of 10. Tricky jet 
bike raring game. £34.99. 

WHEN Activision released Merit 
Warrior a couple of years back it 
was the first of a spate of games 
with clanking, strolling monsters 
which spat bullets ana rockers at 
each other. 

The idea was intriguing but fell 
short of perfection because the 
thudding metallic Frankensteins, 
with bolts everywhere, were tough 
to manoeuvre smoothly. Mech 


exact needs in the construction 
editor, hand-picking all the com¬ 
ponents to make the fighter of your 
dreams. 

The game accommodates one or 
more players. The one-player mis¬ 
sion mode becomes fairly pedes¬ 
trian in parts but is perfect fbr 
mastering the art of combat in 
Heavy Gear. Nothing brats hrad- 
to-head battles in multiplayer 
mode, though. 

Either way, the improved agility 
of the mechs means much more 
strategic gameplay on the 
battlefield. 

. ■ Verdict 8 out of 10. Armoured 
walking on the wild side in a fine 
combat action rim. £34.99. 
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The winner of an Alfred Dunhill AD2000. worth £125, is Mrs S.M- Crowe, of Leigh on Sea, Essex 
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MODERN MANNERS 


by John Morgan 


Send your queries tv Morgan's Modem Manners, The Times, Weekend, 
! Pennington Street, London El 9XN 


7T When my wife and I go to 
restaurants with friends, the 
bill is usually divided between us. 
But after we have paid our share, 
some friends ask ir we can “use" 
the bill; when wc say we cannot, 
they pick up the bill themselves. 
Other acquaintances pocket the 
bill surreptitiously. In both cases, 
the aim appears to be use a social 
event to inflate an expenses claim. 
It is hard not to be miffed that they 
are claiming the cost of our meals 
as well as their own. The money 
we spend represents a bonus in 
their pockets — albeit at their 
employers' expense. Are we 
wrong to be irritated? — Name 
and address withheld. 

You are not wrong to disap¬ 
prove of this little scam. 
Hamid Nicolson said that man¬ 
ners are minor morals and your 
story illustrates his point perfectly. 
Your friends' conduct shows bad 
manners and even worse ethics, as 
they ure not only guilty of corporate 
theft, but also of profiteering from 
their friends. A simple 
way to prevent it (ad¬ 
mittedly at the risk of 
being unpopular) is by 
taking die initiative. 

For instance, if some¬ 
body asks “Do you 
want the bill?", you 
reply. “Oh no. abso¬ 
lutely not. we are all 
paying our own way 
tonight." while deftly 
picking it up and tear¬ 
ing it in half. 

[7=vl 1 was with my 
1^1 mother in the 
park recently when we met an 
acquaintance' who was accompa¬ 
nied by two rriends. Hie acquaint¬ 
ance and I exchanged a few words 
as we passed but I did not 
introduce my mother, nor my 
chum her friends. Should we have 
made introductions? — Jessica 
Grayson (Mrs). Wallingford. 
Oxon. 

Times have changed since 
Lady Troubridge. the doy¬ 
enne of prewar manners, declared: 
"introductions on the street are bad 
form unless there is some special 
reason for them." Nowadays, in the 
street, the train or the park, if more 
than just a few passing words are 
exchanged it is always polite to 
make quick introductions. 

|7\| I was always told that those 
who did not know any better 
invited friends for “a coffee" 
whereas those who did know the 
form invited you to “coffee". In 
The Archers, it is therefore hardly 
surprising that Shula (and most of 
the others) invite everyone for "a 
coffee”. However, it is surprising 
that Caroline Pemberton (who is 
definitely top drawer) also issues 
invitations to “a coffee" and surely 
she ought to know better? Are the 
writers unaware of this fine social 
distinction? — Ian Blake. Wester- 
Ross. Scotland. 

For all their excellent quali¬ 
ties, The Archers could never 


be described as high-flyers on the 
sophisticated front. For this reason, 
although the good people of 
Ambridge may well drop in for "a 
coffee", it is still usual in smarter 
circles for coffee to be offered 
without the indefinite article. 

[q| When we have people to 
dinner my husband always 
says effusively after we have eaten 
“thank you, darling, that was 
delirious". But I don't like him to 
do this because it appears as 
though he is prompting the other 
guests, and indeed they all rush to 
agree. I know the other guests are 
going to say it anyway, and indeed 
may have commented during the 
meal. Am I being super-sensitive? 
— Maureen N.Cnassley, Higher 
Disley, Cheshire. 

fX"? No modem dinner party is 
1*^1 complete without a flourish of 
culinary compliments. However, h 
is true to say that your husband's 
appreciative remarks, although 
well meant, are gauche when said 
in front of your guests. 
His praise should be 
privately and personal¬ 
ly expressed when the 
party has left 

[7 a \l Many of my 
LhsJ friends and ac¬ 
quaintances have a 
habit that drives me 
mad but they consider 
normal: they lick their 
fingers before turning 
over the pages of a 
newspaper or book, 
mostly with great gus¬ 
to. I was brought up to 
believe that this was not on/y “non- 
Li" but also extremely unhygienic 
Why should 1 want to read a 
newspaper with someone rise’s 
spit all over it? — Name and 
address withheld. 

Finger-licking, unless you are 
a disciple of a certain Ameri¬ 
can colonel in the catering trade, is. 
for both social and medical rea¬ 
sons, utterly unacceptable. 

It is noticeable that even in 
. upmarket hotels and restau¬ 
rants a growing number of men 
now have dinner wearing open- 
neck shirts and no jackets. This is 
in marked contrast to their female 
companions, who are almost al¬ 
ways elegantly attired. Is it un¬ 
fashionable of me to find this 
slightly irritating or is it yet 
another example of deteriorating 
manners? — Derydc Burton, 
Fenstanton. Huntingdon. 

This phenomenon is not so 
much to do with declining 
manners as general confusion 
about what to wear. Many people 
simply do not know how to dress 
appropriately and genuinely seem 
oblivious to the fact that, if they are 
going out as a couple, it is not only 
sensible, but also more attractive to 
dress as if they belong to one 
another. 

• The author is Associate Editor of 
GQ. 


DAN BlAI 

PILOT TOR THE FORESEEABLE 



BUT WE T ORJEEHG A££ 
MOW A UNITED, OfC-NATICW 
Force and i will gqoh i 

gE INTHE ASCENDANT/ J 


^ £0, COLONEL BLAiR! 

AS SATURN MKTS MARS 
AND WON PLUTO RETROGRADE, 
YOUR £TAR SIGN PREDICTS 
THE ROSIEST FUTURE... 





> TOO RIGHT, YOU 

7 IRRELEVANT LITTLE 
[GUMEBALL! WHEN MV 
V BOOT MEETS URANUS! 


WORD \\ 


by Philip Howard 


GAWSY 

a. Observant 

b. Salty 

c. Well-dressed 

GROUZE 

a. To munch 

b. To make an error 

c. To dean up 

GRUNCH 

a. To grind 

b. To object 

c. To hit 

GUILLEMIN 

a. A hermit 

b. A sea-bird 

c. Copper ring 


Answers on page 39 


TWO BRAINS 


PRACTITIONERS of mind sports are 
fascinated by the relative difficulty of their 
different pastimes. According to my calcula¬ 
tions the number of passible positions 
available in the most popular mind sports is 
as follows (Shogi is Japanese chess, ZiangQi 
is Chinese chess): 

Go 10 l T°; Scrabble ID 15 ®; Poker 10 72 ; Shogi 
10 70 ; Chess 10“; XiangQi 10 s0 : Bridge 10“; 
Draughts I0 2 ®: Backgammon 10**. 

Question I: 

Who is the odd one pur in the 
following? 

Hullcrich. Claimmlan, Lisnow. 
Crind low. Lachagnal 

Question 2: 

Can you identify the following 
quotation: 

“.. .a false creation. 

Proceeding from the heat oppressed 
brain"? 

Answers on page 39 


CROSS WORDS 


A t last The Daily Tele¬ 
graph has changed its 
mind about using com¬ 
puters to put together crossword 
dues and grids. 1 sympathise 
with Val Gilbert, the Telegraph’s 
crossword editor. Her reassur¬ 
ances for solvers two weeks ago 
on computerised input for her 
crossword series were appended 
to a text which smacked of a last- 
ditch attempt at justification. 

The hint that repetition of 
solutions may have been noticed 
after “a couple of years or so” and 
that "one or two dues may haw 
sounded familiar" betrayed ig¬ 
norance of the logistics of cross¬ 
word compiling. The • com¬ 
bination of traditional grid- 
structure and English spelling 


PICTURE LINE 


by Mike Laws 


inevitably generates typical alter¬ 
nate-tetter combinations, leading 
to much earlier repetition of 
“filling" vocabulary. 

Familiar dues are also inevit¬ 
able, given the “shape" of certain 
words. Compilers taking easy 
options should have been given 
specific guidelines, such as the 
ones circulated by Brian Greer, 
our own crossword editor. Gil¬ 
bert herself does not compile, but 
Greer contributes weekly to our 
series and uses his wits to exdse 
hackneyed during, rather than 
reaching for a digital panacea. 

If recycling was to be “elimin¬ 
ated" to freshen the Telegraph's 
puzzles, surely most of its solvers 
would have noticed a difference? 
And how could an “ever-increas¬ 


ing (sic) proportion of new dues 
and solutions" be squared with - 
mathematical and lexicogra ph ic 
realities? Maybe the tip that “a 
simple change of tense" would' 
demand new dues to verbs 
should have been offered to those 
who skimp by habitually cross¬ 
checking similar inflections. 

I accept that Gilbert's motives 
were well-intentioned and for the 
benefit of Telegraph solvers, but 
1 still believe that the problem 
was approached from the wrong 
angle. The solution to her dil¬ 
emma has come from people, not 
machines. 1 wish her well in $ 
rehabilitating her disaffected 
team. 

• The miter is the Times' Junto 
crossword editor. 



JO I don’t know 
how to love him JJ 


READERS are invited to 
suggest what Coronation Street’s 
Detdre Rachid (Anne Kirkbride) 
might be saying from behind 
her prison bars. 


This picture will appear again 
next week with an entry chosen 
from those submitted. 


Send “speech bubble" 
suggestions — only on postcards, 
please— with your name and 
address to Pictureline. Weekend. 
The Times, 1 Bennington Street, 

El 9XN. 

The dosing dam is Wednesday. . 
April 8. 


Last week’s winning caption, 
left was submitted by Michael Bin. 
of Buddand, Worcestershire. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 



“Is this an April Fools joker — President 
Clinton on hearing that Paula /ones sex 
harassment case had been dismissed 

“We get tragedies by the truckload." — 

Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority 
boss explaining minimal award to Josie 
Russell after the hammer attack which killed 
her mother and sister 

“Nothing ever surprises me." — Prime 
Minister's press secretary Alastair Campbell 


reacting to accusations that he was horrid to 
ministers 

“He was driving like a prat." — Jason 
Humble, allegedly, on the man he is accused 
of tilling try shunting his car into oncoming 
traffic 

“1 would be horrified if a tin-pot company 
treated an employee Eke this." — Frank 
Field MP, on Westminster Abbeys suspen¬ 
sion of organist Dr Marlin Neary 


“Her fate is a lesson to os all." — Fraser 
Kemp MP joins the campaign to free 
Coronation Street's Ddrdre from jail 

That was one hefl of a result tonight" — 
Leeds United player after the team's plane 
crashlanded 

“No one can knock the curry restaurant 
sector ... and be taken seriously." — 
Tandoori magazine’s fulsome apology for 
calling Indian waiters “miserable gits" 


“My other car Is a BMW too ."—Sign on a 
Rolls-Royce in a cartoon by Austen in the 
Guardian 

“We are not suckers." — Israeli Prime 
Minister explains his decision not to revive 
the Middle East peace process 

This is not a time to give in to short-term 
pressures." — Chancellor Cordon Brown 
replying to complaints about the strength of 
sterling 


~i FrY-Tr 

^ -fz-. 5». 




2 3 


JUMBO CROSSWORD 158 


The prize for the first correct solution to be opened will be a 
collection of five Oxford University Press titles, the world’s 
most trusted reference books, valued at more than £100. 
Included are The Oxford English Reference Dictionary and 
The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Quotations. Entries should 
be sent to: Jumbo Crossword 158, The Times , 1 Pennington 
Street, London El 9XN to arrive by Thursday, April 16. The 
name of the winner will be published in Weekend on April 18 
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ACROSS 

I Personal offer of new 
accompaniment fora woman's 
song? (3,43.4,5,8) 

15 Still living where the coffin's 
found (2J,4) 

16 Run more wildly, bring keener (7) 

17 Bent bar keeper detective's run in 
more than once (5-4) 

18 Roman emperor's beheaded in 
Spain (7) 

19 I am backing organisation, 
showing attributes (7) 

20 New futon's imported even if it's 
not previously considered (9.2) 

21 Heather's a girl's name(5) 

22 Bias papers, affecting tones' 
dailies mostly (12) 

23 Panel going into Mark for 
unusual vehicle (5-3) 

26 Component Cor rib and even parts 
of joist's design (6) 

27 What are usual when beginning 
school buildings? (10) 

28 I will cure this, getting rid of one's 
sickness (3,6) 

31 Bridge players taking pity, 
abolishing charge to curie (9) 

34 Woodcutter supports a wife (7) 

36 Isphonetopphig an oddly sUent 
offence? (7.2) 

38 They may get ready when going 
to the continent (11) 

40 In a divided state (15) 

42 Cheshire “Cetesce" turned out to 
be a variety of Cheddar (9,6) 

43 Ancient burial place —for 
queens? (7.4) 

44 It takes some a nerve going into 
this orbit (3,6) 

45 Group with a hundred pirouetting 
marks a record in ballet? (7) 

47 A long drawn-out meal (9) 

49 ( hare meat stews as a source of 
iron (9) 

51 Navigation aids — as salt bore at 
sea (10) 

54 A name held by particular type of 
food — imported? (6) 

57 Broadcast the material they offer, 
when reviewing demesnes? (8) 

59 Duke, English, note, descended a 
hill to march away 10,000 men? 
( 12 ) 

60 Quick to take advantage on 
returning transport (5) 

62 Restriction applied to members 
on retirement (5-33) 

64 Again escape bum bank’s hold 
concerning offer on stock market 

(7) 

65 What's essentia] for determining 
limits of travel? (7) 

66 lean time the first and last run 
round dreuit (9) 

67 Settle dispute with answer right 

away—a measure of efficient 
communication (3-4) 

68 Having information on hit As 
77me Goes fly? (9) 

69 Nomination for adventurous 
follow-up to 14? 15.3.3.5,4,7) 

DOWN 

1 An idea! choice for Deserf Island 
Distil (12.4 22.63.1) 




2 Draws fish-eater into places of 
concealment (9) 

3 Imported novelty mlnKameras. 
possibly (l 1) 

4 Proclaimed accused must lose 
head (8) 

5 Concerning dreadful film, it is 
prohibited (3-6) 

6 Many more than one In this form 
may be beard! (9) 

7 Ben Wheeler (8,7) 

8 Relatives and friends — theyU 
Cake a few knocks (4,7) 

9 Do they result from high 
explosives? (9) 

10 90's a number replaced by 100 for 
accuracy (6) 

11 Two stales joined in historic 

• mission (5) 

12 Go and pay — he's supplied 
revised Chambers (7) 

13 Eccentric new production of King 
Lear Act I (9) 

14 Significance of a number 
bring enlightened, having heard 
the Ten Commandments? 
(13,3.4,6.7) 

24 Working on collapsing tube lines 

25 Invemoiy held by users of rasps 
and planes (10) 

29 Take up and make appear on the 
radio? (7) 

30 Dad's broken fine kettle thafs 
used in the kitchen (7.5) 

32 Small boat caught by infallible 
guide? (7) 

33 Formal bribe given to 
newspaperman (6-4) 

34 Region of France King Heniy 
raptured by sheltered moorings 

35 King of Israel brought in 
mority prudent and strict 
Muslims (7) 

37 Make last Home and A way? 
What’s the odds on that! (4 j) 

39 Rome can get represented as an 
Italian city (7) 

41 What could one charge — taking a 
shot in the dark? (10.5) _ 


T l M E S MT W O 

CBOS Sfflo R D 


46 With everyone playing grass gets 
pulled up—if saver frozen course 


48 What might leave Earth in great 
distress (T V) 

50 Cancelling duty for former 
eastern porcelain lying around 
Port (9) 

51 Goal for one during friendly 
showing potential for 
improvement (9) 

52 When you might dearly see rode 
bottom? ( 2 . 133 ) 

53 Disgraceful articles about am- ran 
be disputatious (9) 

55 PutasitismA//ci>?(9) 

56 Rodent and Ox perhaps, and 
where they are in theChinese 
zodiac? (44) 

58 Radiation measure is 

always given in Si terms at first 
(7) 

61 Target of protest (6) 

63 State of one daughter half an hour 
old (5) 
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ACROSS 
1 Heathen (5) 

4 Show nervousness, having 
these (7) 

8 Magnified, blown up (4.5) 

9 Information (stangj@) 

10 Mature (4) 

11 Renounce (8) 

13 Meat pin (6) 

14 Rather dirty (6) 

17 (Am. Ind.) hatchet (8) 

19 Stopper (4) 

22 Miserable (3) 

23 Purchasing by post (4,5) 

24 One burnt at Christmas 

25 Song of lament (5) 


DOWN 

1 Strength (5) 

2 Brief view (7) 

3 little girl (DickeruJ; 
Charles It's favourite (4) 

4 Special barbarous, lan¬ 
guage (6) 

5 Valuables store; finance 

ministry (8) 

6 Keen-eyed bird of prey (5) 

7 Whole-more-than-parts ef¬ 
fect (7) 

12 Thick white onion (sauce) ffl 

13 Meet (requirement) (7) 

15 One jumping along, cad 
(old slang) ft 

16 Canvas shade (6) 

18 Disc as prize, award (5) 

20 Stuff oneself: a ravine (5) 

21 Noisy: tasteless (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1370 

J S9”fcal 9 Tranche 
10 Santa 12Takefnght 16 Paddy field 18 Lists 20 Indulge 
21 Uneven 22 Sleuth 23 Expedite 

PggN; 1 2 Gathered 3 Garish 4 Ocean 

7 Contempt 11 Attitude 13 Guyanese 
14 Flighty 15 Clause 17 Ascend 19 Steep 7 


nil VCr} I IMI S BOOKSHOP 


Mew TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE! 

fa" omit cm3 unfa? or far further details. UjWfcS 






































